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micapiiulattoA  oftbk  tranfaBums  of  the  Engli/h  with  the  nati^} 
in  the  Eaft^Indies  from  the  year  l  ^^S^^The  entire  confUiJi_ 
ifBengai  h/  the  Engiyb: 


THE  Uripoitance  of  tKe  trarifai^ions  iri  iHe  Eaft-Ifl^ 
dies,  and  the  many  different  accounts  that  from  time 
tb  time  hare  appeared,  fecm  not  only  to  juftify^  birt  even  to  ^     j 
render  neceflary,  a  recapitulation  of  many  particulars  al*  \^y\^ 
feady  touched  upon  in  die  former  volumes  of  this  hiftory,      j^^^^ 
Thus  will  we  be  enabled  to  form  a  rtiore  juft  idea  of  the 
connection  betwixt  the  various  events,  and  of  the  motives 
by  which  our  countrymen  were  influenced.  This  becomest 
the  liioire  neceffary,  virhen  it  is  confidered,  that,  ia  many 
cafei,  flie  cohduft  of  the  Britifh  towards  the  natives  has 
been  fet  forth  in  fuch  a  light  as  to  be  attended  with  no 
finall  degree  ^x]kationaI  rewoach.  It  {hall  dc  our  endea- 
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CHAP,  vour,  therefore^  from   accounts  later  than  tkofe  wHch 

I.        could  be  had  in  the  former,  parts  of  this  work,  to  fet  forth 

V^^'vs^  the  true  ftate  of  fifts,  that  the  reader  may,  from  the  evi- 

1756.      dence  laid  down,  be  enabled  to  forni  a  juft  conclufion. 
girajah  Xhe  year  one  thoufand  feyen  hundred  and  fifty- fix, 

fucccedg  to  ^^^^  which  date  we  commence  the  prefent  account,  was 
the  nabob,  marked  by  the  death  of  the  nabob  of  the  three  provinces, 
'fliipof  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa.  He  was  fucceeded  in  his  go- 
J^cnga .  vernment  by  his  grandfon  Surajah  Dowlah,  who,  before 
that  time,  had  obliged  his  officers  to  pay  him  homage  as 
fcubah,  or  viceroy.  As  both  the  French  and  Englifh  had, 
before  this  time,  found  means  to  engage  themfelves  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  natives  in  tfeeir  quarrels  with  each  other, 
they  were  already  become  fo  formidable,  that  their  former 
allies  were  in  fa6k  their  fubjefts  5  and  it  only  remained  ta 
be  known  whether  the  French  or  Englifh  were  to  be  vic- 
torious, in  order  to  afcertain  which  were  to  be  maflers  of 
the  country.  In  this  fituation,  therefore,  it  i$  no  wonder  to 
find  the  Indians  inconftant  and  treacherous,  or  to  find  the 
Europeans  often  quarrelling  with  their  allies,  and  ready  to 
pull  down  to-day  thofe  whom  they  had  fet  up  yefterday. 
At  this  time,  hoMTever,  the  French  were  much  fuperior  in 
wealth  and  extent  of  territory  to  the  Englifh.  By  a  condi- 
^onal  treaty,  concluded  in  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  between  M.  Godeheu  and  Mr.  Saunders, 
the  French  were  to  continue,  until  returns  could  be  had 
from  Europe,  in  the  pofTefTion  of  all  the  provinces  they  had 
acquired  by  their  intrigues  in  the  Decan  and  Carnatic, 
the  revenues  of  which  amounted  to  near  a  million  fler- 
ling  ;  while  thofe  belonging  to  the  Englifh  fcarce  afforded 
a  tenth  part  of  the  fum.  Thus  infured  of  thcpoflfelEon  of 
fuch  valuable  territories  for  at  leaft  eighteen  months,  rficy 
had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  furnifhing.  themfelves 
with  refouTces  for  carrying  on  war,  in  cafe  the  treaty 
IhoiUd  not  be  ratified  by  their  refpeftive  courts  ^  and  thi« 
advantage  was  undoubtedly  more  than  fufficicnt  to  ba- 
l^mce  the  fuperiority  of  number  in  the  Britifh  troops^ 
whiqh  exceeded  thofe  of  the  French  by  a  thoufand  men. 

On  the  acceffion  of  Surajah  Dowlah  to  the  nabobfhip> 
Mr.  Prake,  prefident  at  Calcutta,  fent  him  a  letter  of  con- 
ChskTzetcr  8'^^^^'^^^j  Sefiring,  at  the  fame  time,  his  favour  and  pro- 
©f  the  na-  te<^ion  in  bihalf  of  his  countrymen.  This  was  readily 
bob,  and  promifed,  and  even  more  favour  tlian  had  been  fhewn  by 
htrcnmhv  Ws  grandfather ;  but,  in  ia  fhort  time,  either  from  fome 
to  the  Eng.  difguft  at  the  Englifh,  or  a  jealoufy  of  the  growing  power 
K^»  of  the  Europeans  in  geneiaV  oUisr  mcafurcs  were  adopted. 
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According  to  Mr«  Iv^s,  this  nabob  '<  was  a  compound  of  CH  AP^ 
temerity,  cruelty,  ambition  and  avarice :  he  was  particu-        1. 
larly   inccnfed  at  Mr.  Drake,  cm  pretence  of  his  having  u.  "y— -^ 
afibrjded  proteftion  to  fome  of  his  offending  fubjeSs  ;        i7i^* 
though  it  is  more  probable  that  his  real  motive  was  a  defire 
of  plunder. 

Surajah  Dowlali  having,  under  pretence  of  marching 
into  the  Puhumeea  countrjr,  raifed  a  great  army,  intima^ 
ted  his  difpleafure  to  the  governor  of  Calcutta,  on  account 
of  his  beginning  to  put  the  fortifications  of  that  place  in 
a  proper  ftatc  of  defenqe.  Though  this  was  no  more  than 
what  was  abfolutely  necelTary,  on  account  of  the  great 
likelihood  there  was  of  a  war  betwixt  France  and*  England, 
the  nabob  threatened  an  attack  in  cafe  the  n^vr  works 
were  not  inftantly  deftxoyed.  With  this  unreafonable  de- 
mand, the  governor  and  council  promifed  to  comply, though 
the  event  ihewed  that  they  meant  nothing  lefs  ^  as  they 
continued  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoli  in  oider  to 
ftrengthcn  their  fortifications,  applying  firft  to  the  J'rench, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Dutch,  for  afllftance,  in  cafe  they 
fhould  be  attacked  by  the  nabob. 

As  neither  of  thefe  powers  chofe  to  give  any  alTiilance,  Hc  takes 
Calcutta  was  attacked  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  and  furrcnder->  Caicurta, 
cd  at  difcretion  in  three  days.     The  nabob  aflured  Mr.  ^"fj"^^^" 
Holwell,  the  governor  of  Calcutta,  on  the  faith  of  a  fol-  prifoners 
dier,  that  no  harm  fhould  be  done  to  the  Englifh.     In  the  in  ihe 
evening  they  were  commanded  to  go  to  a  place  where  the  ^^^^^^'^olc. 
foldiers  were  confined  for  trivial  faults  in  the  (locks.    Not 
knowing  the  meaning  of  this,  it  only  afforded  them  diver- 
fion  for  fome  time ;  but  at  laft  they  were  commanded  by 
a  party  of  the  nabob's  guard  into  the  Black  Hole,  a  prifon 
only  eighteen  feet  long  and  fourteen  wide,  with  only  two 
iioles,  barricaded  with  iron  bars,  to  admit  the  air  or  light. 
The  efiefts  of  this  confinement  were  pathetically  defcrib- 
ed  by  Mr.  Holwell  the  governor,  who  was  confined  along 
with  the  reft.  And,  as  a  detail  of  this  kind,  extracted  from 
Mr.  Hohvcll's  publication,  has  already  been  given,  we  ihall 
here  only  obferve,-  that  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  peo- 
ple confined  in  this  dungeon  at  eight  in  the  evening,  only 
twenty-two  remained  alive  next  morning. 

By  this  horrid  piece  of  cruelty,  the  vengeance  ofthe  Eng-  War 
lifti  was  thoroughly  aroufed.    A  plan  of  operations  was  again  ft  him 
immediately  concerted,  the  execution  of  which,  wars  com-*  ^^^  ^^ 
mitted  to  Admiral  Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive.    By  reafon 
of  the   monfoon    fcafbit  coming  on,  however,  it  was  not 
till  the  14th  of  December  that  they  could  arrive  at  Fulta, 
aninconfiderable  village,  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  Cal- 


6  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

jEH  AP.  cutta  had  fled,  and  where  they  wer^  reduced  to  the  i|ecc{^ 
I.        fity  of  performing  the  mod  fervile  offices,  or  even  depend- 

C.„^y.— „;  ing  on.  the  beneyolence  of  others,  inwdei*  to  prefeiire  their 
^7S6*  exiftencc.  They,  were  crowded  together  in  the  moft  wret? 
ched  habitations,  clad  in  the  meaneft  apparel,  and  had  been 
infefted  for  five  months  with  difeaf^s  incident  to  the  cUh 
mate,  from  the  intemperance  of  which,  they  had  not  been 
able  to  fecure  thcmfelves.  Three  days  aftet  the  admiraFi 
arrival,  he  wrote  a  very  fpiritcd  letter  to  the  nabob,  whicH 
was  foon  after  followed  by  an  attack  upon  a  fort  named 
Boiigec  Bougce,  ftrongiy  built)  with  a  wet  ditch  round  it*. 
.  This  fort  was  ftormed  by  a  fingle  failor,  after  a  breach  had 

necdotc  •/  ^^^^  made,  of  which  fingutat  tran(a£iion  Mr.  Ives  gives 

SL  failor.  ihe  following  account :  "  During  thetran<^uil  ftate  of  the 
camp,,  one  Strahan,  a  common  failor,  liiving  his  fpirits 
elevated  with  grog,  ftrayed  by  himfclf  towards  the  fort, 
under  the  walls^  of  which  he  imperceptibly  got.  Having 
proceeded  thus  far  imdifcovered,  he  tool^^^nto  his  head 
to  -enter  at  a  breach  which  had  been  maide  ^^the^  cannon 
of  thefhips;  and  having  luckily  got  upon  the  baftion, 
there  difcovered  feveral  Moor-men  fitting  on  tKe  platfonrii . 
Having  flourifhed  his  ciitlafs,  and  fired  his  piftol,  he  cried' 
jout,  <«  The  place  is  mine,"  on  which  the  foldiers  inftantly 
attacked  him.  Strahari,  however,  defended  himfelf  with 
aftonifliing  rcfolution  •,  but  his  ciitlafs  beiag  cut  off  about 
•a  foot  from  the  hilt,  ht  muft  have  fo<in  been  overpowered, 
had  riot  two  or  three  other  ftraggling  failors  eome  to  his 
affiftance.  Their  huzzas  rbufed  the  whole  detachment, 
»  who  had  been  fent  afhdre  to  ftorm  the  place  in  the  morn-" 
ing  •,  and  the  foldiers,  rufhing  on  to  the'  attack,  foon  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  place,  without  any  material  lofs, 
excepting  only  captain  Dougal  Campbell,  who  was  unforf 
tunately  killed  by  a  ball  from  one  of  his  own  party.-  ^^ 
Strahan,  the  herd  of  this  expedition,  was  threatened  with 
chaftifepient  on  account  of  his  contempt  of  difcipline ;  on 
0  which  he  replied,  that  "if  he  was  flogged  for  this,  he 
fhould  never  take  a  fort  again  as  long  as  he  lived."  Had 
he  been  capable  of  proraotion,  however,,  the  admiral  in- 
tended to  have  raifed  him  to  the  rank  of  boatfwain ;  but  his 
behaviour,  both  before  and  after  this  a£l:ion,  was  fo  irregu- 
lar, that  rfiis  was  found  impoffible.  Some  years  after,  Mr. 
Ives'  accidentally  met  him,  and  was  informed  that  he  had 
been  in  every  engagement  with  admiral  Pocock  -,  that,  in 
confequence  of  a  wound  he  had  received,  he  was  become  a 
penfiorier  to  the  clieft  at  Portfniouth.  He  then  a£ted  as 
failor  in  one  of  the  guard-ftxips  at  Portfinouth,  and  dcclaredj 
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Hat  his  higheft  ambition  was  to  become  cook  of  one  of  his  €H  AP. 
majefty's  capital  (hips*''  h 

From  Bougee  Bougee,  the  EngHih  commanders  direc-  ijry\J 
ted  their  operadons  againft  (wo  ouier  forts,  one  of  bricksi      >7i7- 
and  the  odier  of  mud  f  which,  being  likewife  cafihr  redu-     ^"^'  ^'^ 
ced,  they  next  proceeded  to  Calcutta   itfelf.      Tnis  too  ^     ^ 
fubmitting,  almoft  without  refiftance,  they   fixed  upon  ^^flesof  " 
Houghley  as  the  next  objeft  of  their  military  operations,  the  Eag* 
This  was  a  verv  large  and  opulent  city,  belonging  to  the  **^ 
nabob,  fituated  on  the  river  about  thirty  miles  abore  Cal- 
cutta^    Setting  f^l  for  thi«  place  on  the  5  th  of  January, 
they  arriyed  before  it  on  the  9th,  and  having  cannonaded     ^ 
it  till  twelve  at  night,  a  pra£ticable  breach  was  made.  Two 
attacks  were  then  formed  \  fifty  men   went  to  the  main 
gate,  and  kept  a  conftant  firing,  while  the  principal  force 
ientered  privately  at  die  breach,  and,  with  very  litdc  refif- 
tance,  took  pofieffion  of  the  city  and  fort,  the  enemy  go* 
ing  to  the  place  of  the  falfe  attack,  and  then  running  away 
through  one  of  the  gates. 

Tlie  reduf^ion  of  Houghley  was  followed  by  the  bum- 
*  ing  of  feveral  granaries  and  ftorehoufes  belonging  to  the 
nabob.  I^afling  through  the  village  which  contained 
thiefe,  they  received  intelligence  of  a  body  of  the  enemy 
encamped  behind  it.  Without  being  in  theleaft  difmayed, 
however,  they  marched  into  the  village  for  about  a  mile 
and  an  half,  and  then  returning,  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  in 
their  rear.  A  faint  attack  was  made  by  about  five  thoufand 
of  the  enemy,  but  they  were  eafily  repulfed  y  and  fuch  was 
the  panic  into  which  the  Indians  were  thrown,  that  they 
allowed  three  faiJors,  who  had  by  chance  been  left  behind^ 
to  fet  fire  to  a  number  of  villages  adjacent,  and  ;to  join 
their  companions  on  a  raft,  without  cutting  off  their  re^ 
freat. 

The  nabob  now  incenfed  at  t}ie  rapidity  of  the  Englifii 
cpnquefts,   determined   to  overwhelm  their  handful   of  ^jfj|[^£  b<- * 
forces  at  once,  by  his  innumerable  multitudes.     Previous  twetn  Act- 
to  any  aft  pf  hoftility,  however,  he  fent  a  letter  to  Admi-  J?**'^**  Y^^" 
ral  Watfon,  acquainting  him,  that  he  had  written  an  an-  ^abuk. 
fwer  to  his  laft,  which  had  not  been  received :  he  complain- 
ed of  Mr.  Drake,  for  receiving  his  fubjefts  who  had  ab- 
fented  themfelves  from  his  court,  and  faid,  that  for  con- 
tinuing this  praftice  he  had  expelled  him  bis  country ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  he  ftill  profeffed  himfelf  defirous  of  peace,  and 
affured  him,  that  if  the  Englifh  'WQDuld  behave  themfelves 
like  merchants,  they  might  depend  on  his  favour  and  pro-  '^> 

teftion;  but  concluded,  with  telling  him,  that  "  if  heima- 
^inedj  that  by  carrying  on  a  war  he  could  eftablifh  a  trade 
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CHAP,  ia  his  dommioii$»  jie  might  do  as  he  thought  fit'':    In  re^ 
1.        turn  to  this,  the  admiral  reproached  him  with  the  affair  at 

lyV\J  Calcutta,  and  afked,  how  he  could  reconcile  with  juilice^ 

'757*      the  dcftrudion  of  fo  many  innocent  men,  for  the  fake  of 

one  pretended  guiky  perfon  ?    The  nabob  recriminated. 

*«  You  have  taken  and  plundered  Hougley,"  fays  he,*^and 

*  made  war  upon  my  fubje<^s  ;  thefe  are  not  a&ipns  be- 

coming merchants.  Neverthelcfs,  he  ftill.profefled  a  dc- 
£re  of  treating,  and  proniuied  to  reftore  all  the  Company's 
faftories,  and  to  allow  them  to  trade  on  the  fame  fating 
as  formerly.  "  If  the  Englifli,"  fays  he,  "  who  are  Ade4 
in  thefe  provinces,  will  behave  like  merchants,  obejftay 
orders,  and  give  me  no  offence,  you  may  depend  upo  ~ 
t  will  take  their  loiTes  into  confideration,  and  adjuft  n 
ters  to  their  fatisfaAion.  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  to 
prevent  foldiers  from  plundering  in  war  j  therefore,  if  yo^. 
will,  on  your  parts,  relinquifli  fomething  of  the  damages 
you  have  fuftained,  by  being  pillaged  by  my  army,  I  will 
endeavour  to  give  you  fatisfa<5ion,  even  in  that  particular, 
in  order  to  gain  your  friendlhip,  and  prcferve  a  good  un- 
derftanding  for  the  future  with  your  nation.  You  are. a 
Chriftian,  and  know  how  much  better  it  is  to  accommodate 
a  difpute  than  to  keep  it  alive  j  but,  if  you  are  determin- 
ed to  facrifice  the  interefts  of  your  company,  and  the  good 
of  private  merchants  to  your  inclinations  for  war,  it  is  no 
fault  of  mine.  To  prevent  tlie  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
a  ruinous  war,  I  write  this  letter." 

The  nabob  having  fent  off  his  letter,  advanced  imme- 
diately with  his  forces,  without  waiting  for  any  anfwer. 
The  whole  number  of  perfon s  attending  him,  were  not 
fewer  than  eighty  thoufand ;  while  his  opponents,  inclu- 
ding A(i^tics  as  well  as  Europeans,  did  not  amount  to  two 
thoufand  two  hundred.  Before  any  engagement  took  place, 
the  nabob  defired  a  conference,  /fwo  gentlemen  were  ac- 
cordingly fent  5  but  they,  finding  that  his  inte^ition  was 
only  to  amufe  and  gain  time,  returned  witliout  efFefting 
any  thing.  Colonel  Clive  then  went  aboard  Admiral  Wat- 
fon's  fliip,  and  was  fupplied  from  the  fleet  with  four  hun- 
dred feamen..They  landed  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  about  four,  the  army  marched  to  attack  the  nabob's 
camp.  The  intention  was  to.  have  feized  his  cai^non, 
amounting  to  about  forty  pieces,  and  attacked  his  head- 

h 'b'  "^'      quarters  ;  but  when  day-light  appeared,   there  arofe  fo 

fiormcd.  thick  a  fog,  that  they  could  not  fee  three  yards  before  them, 
fo  that  they  miffed  their  way ;  however,  they  killed  great 
numbers  or  the  enemy,  with  the  lofs  of  about  fifty  of  their 
own,  according  to  Mr.  Ives,  though  other  accounts  piake 
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t)ie  number  It>ft  at  this  enconnter  amount  to  three  times  CHAP. 
that  number.  Mr.  Grofe  ftatcs  them  at   two  captains  of        I. 
the  fcompany's  forces,  feventeen  private  foldiers,  twblve  <****/*  *^ 
feamcn,  and  ten  feapoys  killed ;  with  fifteen  feamen,  and      «757' 
fifty  foldicrs  and  feapoys,  wounded.    On  th^  part   of  the 
enemy,  he  tells  us,  that  there  Srere  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  killed  and  wounded,  among  tKe  former  of  which 
were  twenty-one  officers.     The  nabob   alfo  loft  four  ele- 
phants, five  hundred  horfes,  and  three  hundred  draught- 
bullocks,  which  agrees  pretty  well  with  the  account  given 
by  Mr.  Ives. 

Though  the  Englifli  had  not,  in  this  engagement,  been 
attended  with  dl  the  fuccefs  they  could  wifh,  yet  the  na- 
bob was  fo  alarmed,  that  he  inftantly  retired  about  ten 
miles  from  his  former  fituation  ;  and,  as  the  colonel  fcem- 
ed  to  threaten  a  fecond  attack,  kept  his  troops  under  arms 
all  night.     Certain  intelligence,  however,  being  now  r«-  ' 

ceivcd,  that  war  had  commenced  betwixt  the  French  aild 
Englifli,  it  was  no  longer  the  intereft  of  the  latter  to  be  at 
vanancc  with  the  natives.  Immediately  after  forming  his 
camp,  therefore,  a  letter  yr^s  fcnt  by  the  admiral  to  the 
nabob,  in  which  he  offered  him,  for  the  laft  time,  propo-^ 
fals  of  peace.  The  nabob,  equally  weary  of  an  unfuccefsful  ^ 
conteft,  fent  a  letter  inclofing  the  articles  of  a  treaty,  which  ^^^^^^^ 
was  concluded  on  lihc  9th  of  February.  Thefe  were,  i.  Fcb.9.* 
That  the  Englifli  Eaft-India  Company  fliould  enjoy,  with- 
out any  difpute,  the  rights,'  privileges,  and  immunities  al- 
k)wed  them  by  the  king,  or  Great  Mogul.  2.  That  all 
goods  pafling  and  repaffing  through  the  country  by  land 
or  water,  with  Englifli  orders,  fliould  be  exempt  from  any 
tax,  fee,  or  impofition.  3.  All  the  faftories  feized  by  the 
nabob  fhould  be  returned  5  and  all  monies,  goods,  and  ef- 
feds,  be  reftored  or  accounted  for.  4.  That  the  Engliflv 
fliould  have  liberty  to  fortify  Calcutta  as  they  thought  pr6- 
per.  5»  That  they  fliould  have  liberty  to  coin  their  own 
imports  of  bullion  and  gold.  6,  and  7.  That  this  treaty 
fliould  be  ratified  with  mutual  oaths,  figning  or  fcaling  | 
and,  on  thefe  conditions,  rfiat  a  mutual  peace  and  good  un- 
derftanding  ibould  take  place. 

"  The  peace  now  concluded  was,  as  ufual,  of  very  fliort  caufes  of 
duration.    The  reafon  afligned  by  the  Englifli  for  the  fub-  a  new 
fequent  quarrel,  was,  that  the  nabob  began  to  aflift  the  <l"arrck 
French  with   m^n  and  money.       Immediately  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty,  however,  he  fet  off  with  all  ex- 
pedition  for  his  capital,  perhaps  a  little  fliy  of  his  new 
friends,  from  the  dreadful  report  he  had  hear4  of  Admir^it 
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CHAPiWat&n'alowcr-dcck  guns,  carrying  balls  cf  Airtjf^tW§ 
^mJt.  .   pound)i,whiabba4becn  ihewn  tohisambaffadofs. 
^■■Ty;^— I  *;  Th6  Indiau  'jUrar  being  thus  happily  ended  for  thcprc«^ 
Cb^^i^*     fent,  the  next  objc£^^ which  naturally  prefented  itfetf  to  the 
nagorc^ta-  ^^^^  °^  ^^  JEtiglifli  commanders,  was  the  reduftion  of  ther 
ken  by  the  French  power  in  that  country.    An  attack  upon  Chander- 
£iigiiih.      n^ore  woiild  inftantly  have  been  refolved  upon,  had  not 
die  French  earneftly  requefted  that  a  neutrality  might 
fti^  be  obfenred  betwixt  the  two  nations  in  India.  ,But  diit 
pacific  profpeft  foon  vaniflied,  on  its  being  fuggefted,  thaj 
-^e  government  at  Chandemagore,  as  fubordinate  to  that 
pf  Pondicherry,  had  not  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  with- 
out the  confent  of  their  principals.  The  fort  and  Settlement 
at  Chiandemggore  was  therefore  attacked  and  carried,  not* 
withftanding  the  nabob's  endeavour  to  preventit.  The  ar- 
guments he  made.ufd  of  were  conveyed  in  the  following 
Complaintf  '^Cprds :  «'  Tou  have  fent  me  an  agreement  not  to  difturb 
of  the  na.   t^c  tranquiUity  of  my  dominions ;  but  it  now  appears  that 
^^*Sa»nft  you  have  a   defign   to  befiege  the  Fren^b  |a£lory  near 
KOi.  "^*    Houghley,  and   to  commence  hoftilities  againii  that  na- 
tion. It  is  contrary  to  all  rule  and  cuftom,  that  you^ould 
bring  your  animofities .  and  difierences  into  my  country  $ 
for,  it  has  never  been  known  fince  the  days  of  Timur^  that 
the  Europeans  made  war  upon   one  another  within  the 
king's  dominions. .  If  you  are  deterrnined  to  befiege  the 
French  fa£^ories,  I  (hall  be  necefStated,  in  honour  and  di^-* 
,ty  to  my  king  (die  Mogul)  to  aliift  them  with  my  troop$^ 
as  you  feem  inclined  to  break  the  treaty  fo  lately  concli>- 
ded  betwixt  us.  Formerly  the  Mahrattas  infeflbed  thefe  do- 
minions, and  for  many  years  harrafled  the  country  witli 
war;  but,  when  the  difpute  wzs  accommodated,  and  a 
treaty  of  peace  concluded,  they  never  broke,,jiQr  will,  ever 
deviate  from  the  terms  of  the  laid  treaty.    It  is  a  wrong 
and  wicked  pra£kicc,  to  break  through,  and  pay  no  regard 
to  treaties  made  in  die  moft  folemn  manner.  You  are  cer-r 
tainly  boimd  to  abidj?  by  your  part  of  die  treaty  ftri£tly^ 
and  never  to  attempt  to  be  the  occafion  of  any  troiAresoif 
difturbances  m  future  within  th?  provinces  under  my  ju- 
rifdidlion.''  >      u 

To  this  the  admiral  replied  in  die  fpllowmg,  teriSis| 
*5  HadI  imagined  that  it  would  have  given  yoir  any  um-f 
brage,  I.fhould  never  have  entertaincfTthe  leall  dioughti 
of  difturbing  the  tmquillity  pf  yolir  cburit;ryy\by  a^liAlji. 
againft  that  nation  within  the  Ganges  ;  and  am  now^  rtf^ 
dy  to  defift  from  attacking  thcjr  feftory,  or  Jjomipittiiij| 
other  JboftUiltiep,  ?|gaas[ft  .ttieni  m^efc  jjrwnces,  if  they 
will  confent  and  agree  to  sbfofi<I^catyt>f  neutiffitjc^  ^d 
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if  you,  as  Soubahdar  (Viceroy^  of  Bengal,  will,  under  CH  Al'/ 
your  haxid,  guarantee  this  treaty,  and  promife  to  prote£l  !• 
the  Englifh,  from  any  attempts  made,  by  that  riStion,  againfk  ^^  V»«*^ 
Our  fettkmcnts  during  tnf  abfefidc.  I  am  pctfliaded,  you  *7J7* 
have  heard  of  no  people  in  the  world,  "Who  pay  a  ftrifter  re- 
gard id  their  ieord,  and  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  than  the  Eng- 
lifh. i  hate  ratified  the  late  treaty  betireen  you  and  the  Eng- 
lifh with  my  hand  and  feal ;  and  I  now  repeat  tny  afTurance^i 
made  in  the  prefcncc  df  God  arid  of  Jefus  Chrift,'*  &c. 
•  Notwithftanding  all  this  folemnity  on  both  fides,  how- 
tvcr,  it  was  not  long  befof e  a  quarrel  took  place.  The  na-^ 
tob,  influenced,  it  is  faid,  by  the  French,  charged  the  ad- 
iniral'with  a  defigfi  of  attacking  his  dotninions,  asfioon  a# 
he  fhould  have  driven  out  the  former.  The  admiral  denied 
the  charge,  and  the  nabob  feemed  fatisfied,  and  determined 
to  give  the  French  no  af&ilanCe ;  only  he  told  him,  that 
as  die  van  of  the  king  of  Delhi's  army  tirad  advancing  to^ 
%ards  his  dominions,  he  would  march  to  Patna  to  meet! 
them,  promifing,  at  the  &me  tiihe,  that  if  the  admiral 
would  fend  him  af&ftance,  he  would  pay  the  troops  a  lack 
df  rupees  monthly,  while  they  remained  with  him.  To  this^ 
the  admiral  returned  for  anfwer,  that  he  would  mofl  rea- 
lly give  him  afliin:ance,  provided  he  would  allow  him  to' 
taike  Chlnderriagore,  that  he  might  not  leave  his  enemies 
behind  him ;  as,  before  that  Wasi  done,  he  had  no  fecurity 
6f  die  Englifh  fadiones  being  in  fafety.  The  end  of  their 
Correfpondence,  and  what  encouraged  the  Englifh  com-' 
inanders  to  attack  die  French  fettlemeiit,  Ivas  the  follow-i 
ii^  pafTage  of  a  letter  from  the  nabob  :  <<  My  forbidding 
war  on  my  botders  was,  becaufe  the  French  wete  my 
tenants,  and,  upon  this  affair,  defired  hiy  pfote£hion ;  on 
^s,  I  wrote  to  you  to  Itiake  peace  ;  and  tio  intention  ha<i 
I  of  affifling  or  favouring  thein.  You  have  underflanding 
tod  gencTofity ;  if  yotit  etiemy.  With  ain  uptight  heart, 
claims  your  prote£tion,  give  him  his  life  ;  but  then  yoi4 
tattflbc  well  fatisfied  of  the  inricicence  of  hia  intentions) 
if  not,  whatever  you  think  right,  that  do." 

As  this  paragraph  feemed  to  imply  a  confeilt  that  Chan-« 
demagote  Ihould  be  attacked,  the  Britifh  Commanders  im* 
tnedisSely  proceeded  to  the  e<:ecution  of  their  eriterprife  j 
tad  haviii^  met  with  their  ufual  good  fuccefs,  they  dif- 
patched  a  letter  to  the  nabob,  acquainting  him  With  what 
diey  had  done,  and  requefting  that  there  might  be  a  con«^ 
mance  of  friendifaip  and  good  correfpondence  with  him^ 
To  this,  ax^  fevcral  other  letters,  the  admiral  wa3  not  abl« 
l»  <rf^n  any  anfwer,  until,  at  laft,  he  received  a  com* 
fbaat,  diattic  BosUQi  bai  plundered  ibme  of  hit  terror 

Vol,,  r*  c 
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CHAP,  ries,  andythatademlftdbadbcen  made  to  deliver  up  Col-* 
i.        ligant,  as  belonging  to  one  of  the  diftricts  of  Calcutta. 

Ui -/-■<..  J  This  was  replied  to  by  the  admiral :  the  nabob  promifed 
'  7J7-  fair,  but  was  always  complained  of  for  not  putting  his 
promifes  in  execution  j  and,  in  the  mean  time,  both  par- 
ties prepared  for  coming  to  extremities.  On  the  i3thf'of 
June,  the  nabob  fent  the  following,  which  v»^as  his  laft  let- 
ter to  the  admiral :  «  According  to  my  promifes,  and  the 

Tune  15.  agreement  made  between  us,  I  have  duly  rendered  every' 
thing  to  Mr.  Watts,  except  a  very  fmall  remainder.  Not- 
withftanding  all  this,  Mr.  Watts,  and  the  reft  of  the  coun- 
cil at  CaflVmbuzer,  under  pretence  of  going  to  take  the  air 
in  tlieir  gardens,  fled  away  in  the  night.  This  is  an  evi- 
dent mark  of  deceit,  and  of  an  intention  to  break  the  trea-' 
ty.  I  am  convinced,  that  it  could  not  have  happened  with- 
out your  kno^wledge,  nor  without  your  advice.  I  all  along, 
expefted  fomething  of  this  kind,  and,  therefore,  did  not  re- 
call my  troops  from  Plafl'ey,  expelling  fome  treachery,  I 
praife  God,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  hath  not  been  on« 
my  part,"  &c- 

In  excufe  for  what  happened  afterwards,  Mr.  Ives  makes 
Ihe  following  obfer\'ations  on  the  nabob's  condud  ;  *^  By 
the  letters^  as-  well  as  by  a  multiplicitjT  of  fa£b,  it  is  evi- 

Ohfcr^a-     ^^^t>  ^^^^  Surajali  Dowlah,  from  the  flhfte  of  his  figning 
,  tionson  the  the  treaty  with  us,  had  fhewn  himfelf  but  little  inclined 

nabob's      ^q  abide  by  any  of  its  articles.  It  was,  indeed,  intended  by 

con  u  .  j^.^^  ^^  i^jl  ^  '^^^  £^^^j  fecurity.  He  was  very  liberal  in 
his  promifes,  but  always  took  care  to  put  off  the  perform 
mance  of  them,  and,  that,  upon  fuch  trifling  pretences,  as  - 
demonftrated  his  ill  intention  towards  us.  His  pofitive  or- 
ders at  firft,  that  we  fliould  not  befiege  Chandernagcre, 
ftrongly  indicated  his  attachment  to  our  enemies  5  though, 
after  we  had  taken  that  place,  he  put  the  beft  face  upon 
it  he  could,  and  pretended,  that  he  was  not  difpleafed  with- 
our  fuccefs.  We  were  not  ignorant,  however,  that  he  liad 
ordered  a  body  of  near  two  thoufand  men  to  the  afliftance 
of  that  garriibn,  who  might  have  greatly  obftrufted,  if  not 
defeated,  the  fuccefs  of  our  enterprize,  if  we  had  not  found 
means  to  prevent  their  afting.  It  is  certain,  that  a  French 
corps,  under  the  command  of  M»  Law,  was  protedied  by 
him,  and  even  in  his  pay  \  and  that  he  had  invited  M, 
BufTey,  with  the  French  army,  to  enter  Bengal  againfl:  us. 
Befides  thefe  inftances  of  his  ill  difpofition  towards  us,  it 
is  to  be  remarked,  that  although  four  months  were  elap- 
fed/ the  material  points  of  the  treaty  were  not  fulfilled; 
and  even  his  folemn  engagement,  to  reftore  to  the  conw 
pany,  the  villages,  which,  of  right  belonged  to  them,  was 
evaded,  without  framing  any  excufe  for  fuch  an  atrociou* 
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breach  of  faith.' The  Englifh,  in   this  fituation,  faw  no  CHAP, 
©ther  remedy  for  their  prefent  grievances,  nor  any  other        L 
-jgethod  to  prevent  the  fatal  blow  of  extirpation,  which  was.  ^*-  '  v  -  "^^ 
•0lJ>c  expea:ed  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  army,  than  by      >75r. 
Mjgfofing  openly,  the  man  who  was  thus  planning  the  ru- 
9i  of  the  company's  affairs,  and  only  waited  the  return  of 
the  fquadron  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  to  efFcft  it.*' 
'    For  thefe  reafons,  it   was  refolved,   that  the  Englift 
fhould  alTume  the  charadler  of  abfolute  matters  of  the  coun- 
try,  and    manifeft  their  power  by  dethroning  the  lawful 
fovereign,   and   fetting  up  an  ufurper.     This,  however, 
would  not  have  been  eafily  effefted,  had  not  feveral  of  his 
grandees  already  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  depofehim. 
This   confpiracy  is  excufed  by  Mr.  Ives,  on  the  footing, 
"  that  he  h^  difplayed  the  I'everity  of  his  nature,  in  fo 
many   inftances,   as  to  ftrike  an  univerfal  terror ;  and  his 
inconftancy  and  ficldenefs  was  fuch,  that  no  perfon  could 
think  himfelf   fafe   while    near  him,  and  in  his  power." 
The  neceffity  of  a  revolution  is  faid  to  have  been  fuggcfted 
by  colonel  Clive,  and  the  execution  of  it  was  left  to  him 
and  Mr.  Watts,  who  had  been  the    company's  agent  at  ^. 
Muxadabad.  The  perfon  who  afpired  to  the  nabobihip  at 
this  time,  was  Mcer  Jafiier  Ally  Cawn,  who  had  married  ^ 
tlie  fifter  of  Aliyerdy   Cawn,  Surajah's   grandfather  and  ^^^^^L 
predecefibr  5  and  him  it   was,   now   determined,  by  the  jafficr  * 
Englifti  council,  to  fupport.     It  being  neceflary,  however,  eluded, 
that  Mr.    Watts  ihould  not  be  cbferved  to  have  any  fre- 
quent correfpondence   with  Meer  Jaffier,  he  employed 
Omichund,  a  bla^k  merchant,  to  negociate   the  matter. 
This  agent  being  infatiably   avaricious,  inCfted,  that  he 
fliould  have  five  per  cent,  of  all  the  nabob's  treafures,  ef- 
timated  at  about  eighty  millions  fterling,  and  could  not  be 
prevailed  on,  to  accept  of  a  lefs  reward  for  his  treachery, 
than  thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  otherwife,  he  threatened  to  re-p 
veal  the  whole  to  the  nabob.  The  principals,  unwilling  to 
lofe  the  benefit  of  his  negociations,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
determined  not  to   comply  with   fuch  an  exorbitant  de^ 
mand,  framed  two  treaties,  in  one  of  which,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  the  Omichund  fhould  receive  the  reward  he  dcman*- 
ded  •,  but  the  other,  and  which  was  the  real  one  intended 
to  be  kept,  did  not  even  mention  his  name.     Both  thefe 
treaties  were  figned  by  all  the  parties  concerned,  admiral 
Watfon  alone  excepted,  who  could  not  be  prevailed  upori, 
to  put  his?  name  to  an  engagement   he  did  not  intend  to 
ieep.     The  moft  material  articles  of  this  treaty  were,   j. 
That  no  more  French  fhould  be  allowed  to  fettle  in  Ben- 
gal, Bahar,    and  Orixa  ;  and  all  the  faftories  and  effefts 
of  thofe  already  there,  Ihould  belong  to  the  Englifh.  2.  In 
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pHd^e.  l&iAAtriifaon  ^the  lofies  ftilbxned  b^iihe  capti]|c.ofdd4^  i- 
1.1      cuttft,  he  agreed'  to  pay  to  themx)nccrore  -of .  rt^jce^^*^ 
ymu»%  I  ■  ^aiftKijUf^ilg  tdooe  fnillidsi  iwd  hui^red  and  fifty  thQuiandi  ;^ 
'7^T'     pounds,  y^  Vptthccgciks  pjundered*  faom  Ac  lEogiiih  ijgaa 
.^^^labilants  at  t^alcutja,  he  ,agrcc;d  'tOi^ay:'fifty  Jacks  of  j^5 
.    pees,'  sunoi^nting  to  fi^  hpxidred  and  ttt^t^five  thoii^ilM 
J   '!     po^unds. '  4.  For  the  efieds plundeicd  from  theGentoo!^*  • 
7   y  '  ;^ioCfrpy  and  otfier  inhabitants  of  Galcotfcaj- tn*«nty  lacks 
.  -.  pf>:>rtipQe6y  or^v  tiiv^o  hundred  and  ^fty  thouTanki  poundsy.^ 
;    '  ";5i(^^  the^  yArmcjifian   inhabitants:  on.  the  fame  accounty  i 
'   ^  ^  Tettt^'-latte  irft  rupees,    pr    eighty-fevc«   'thoufcind  five 
"^  )itt^Mped  pouttdfi.     6*  The  diftributiojn  of  all  thefe   fiimsy  ■' 
amduntiiig  to  two  milUons  two  hundred  aod  t^v^eberthour- 
faijjckiflvc  hundrfl^i  ppunds,  (houldbe  left  to  aximiral  "^Vat- 
foD^ocoJloncl  Qiipe,  Roger  Drake,  William  Watts,  Janic;a 
Kii^s^rick^  ajid^idiafdJSecher)  ££quiresi  <to  be  difpofe4  ' 

fifi/fthepi^  totwhoin  tbqy  thipk  propeif ' 

t^^eEyery  jtiiing  vbcing  noyr  in  readincfe,  jeolcond;  CKv^^ 
.mffitchioi  agiinA  the  uAj&rtunate  ^abr^,  with alllfae  tiroop^^ 
;fcha^cOdld\|)d  coUefited,  :nrithout  forgetting,  hdwexror^;  thp« 
jcixetAdiiof[QLym)itig^  t|o  repikxach  i£;ii;  '\i!i£h  his  bflid.c9^4*<. 
.dsttaj-ifotiwhidhi'heuwts  aibout  to  ftsfce  anaplccYengcance: 
Tbei  lialNCib  i^Uci£ted  an;  army  of  about  ^fixty  tivoufand  aaae^i 
fir  ails  >dqfen^  any  ifiipcxiirity  lof  iiumbpr 

ceoid  haiveibeen  ]^fi^ie/itto;Ba^c:jJup:for4hdrWer 
ittidiftmikve  &  tl\C[  Eurcjpaifis^    and^  bdkles^  part  ^dE  the 
tTobjisLbeirig.  ^md<jr:the  ;commandr/)f  :^c6r  jfaffier,  whq> 
ziibMbs^fis>  ajjieejlient,  jlood;ijfeu;teff^>idxd  v\J3tQXY  s»!a^s  reiv* 
jpAUlt  of     deterf-^ftHl  jh.cHB&««af)r.thaEa  :ifrr,wjDirtd\^  haine:hecn. 

^^^l'      'HwB  jdcciiGapfe  ssBgagcmcnt  ;wa8  Jwigtt  .atiPlaffmrr  oa  the: 

-Mfere  jilSedii  bu^attthis  x:anooQ,  nmounAix^  taiifty^thrqe 

pieces,  :wia^takrn#>tegether  .wi^^^      cai?Eqpi^  elepha^,:,&c>: 

The  miferaUfir|)rincc4^  to  hi^capita^  M^itehherjieachei^ 

'   *      in  a  fewr.hquusj.beiugtonly  twentyjiailjKdifisBat -jfeiiut^n^^ 

.;       kikiwing*wh(aitt.totTuft,  left  it.thefdllowiti^^^^ 

...    .      guifedasa,Faqwic,and  toc^  .the  ro^d^tQ  Patna,.mtfi  ©to 

•'Of-  tTn^Qiattendauts^    Thefe  appear  ,<aMb:^  to  haye^rfaken^ 

and:preilabLyjroUbedhii^  I  for,  m^cyioi  ^ly,  he^asi  , 

icuhd  \watvdering  in  a  ftrlom  ^ox\dit)Qii,  jsnd  aliaoft  na« 

cS^ivlah      ^^'  ^  ^*^  fituifctipn,  he  was  bro;ight,^kto  Mmadab^cjj," 

BuTtd        ,2aid,  a  few  hoiflrs  afterwards,  privately  put  to  dcathiby  ihsar 

^atii.        ^IddLfpcL  of  ^eerJaffiaTj  |o  <whofe  cuj[iK)dy  he  was  qoiq^ 

jiiutti^d.  r   /     •  .   ■'  f^  ^/k,  ■•.'.-    t 

iii  die  /»eAn;tiine»  JMfecr  JaflBer  was-cc^aaplijiae^ed^l^ 

las.xi«w^lies^  ^with  die  title  of  nabob,  j  Theinhabftantstilr 

j|^xpdialiad1«Mlfi^pacifiedy  with  aflunutce&  olrfmnUki^ 

jj^jd  proteftion  j  a|id  colonel  CUve,  in  perfon,  handed  the 
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]tftiffiatd>  pr  csirpei  and  thvcme  of  ftate>  to  the  thMOUf^ildJbft  C  Hi^VC^ 
Afeev  jji^eci  vIm^  acccptsdijiefe  ea$giu  of^di^itv,  witbr       LI 
9ikt  secoUof^gy  Jthat^jdtofei  who  had  ironferredoa^im  fthi*.  j!>^"^f^i.r 

-By  thKsrxevoludoiLthorFtaKh  were  emn^ 
of  Bci^Ezk     'The:  ^ory  of  this  atchievjcmcnt;  haa  been  f^id  g^tkt  eac«* 
to  excei^  tiiac  of/^^exander,  who  invaded  Ivdifi  wkb  an  miumipai:: 
aHny  of  oi^  bundi^ed  and  twenty  thoufand  i»cn,  notwilb^^^^J^^'*^ 
ftaiuiimg  whidi^  troops  could  not  bejprevaikd  i^n  to  ^^^  am^ 
follow  hknacarofr  the  Ganges,  whUe  Cdoael  Clive.'*  army  T^ua  of 
wonld  ^ve  fallowed  him  to  tfie  extremitic$  of  thcL^surdi,^  li(U^^' 
If  .OBT   modeiti  conquerors,  however,*  had  the  pron^wfo  :* 
they  certainly  had  notd^  gcnerofity  of  Alexander)  fbc ^ 
though  he  fought  with  Ponus,  and  conqnered  liis  king^  * 
doRi)  he-rril^ed it  to himfelf v  whilethey  put  thc.ctown^ 
oti  die  h^d  of  a  rebellious  fubjed,  whom  they  foon  after ' 
depofed  in  favour  of  another  ufurper,  and  that  third  ufur-* : 
per  iit  favour  of  the  fecond,  &c.    Be  this  as  it  wHI,  we 
irannot  hd^  aekno^jviedging  the  truth  of  Mr.  Grofe'a  qIh^ 
4ecsation^  that,  by  this  tranfsii^on,  more  folid  profit  waar, 
reaped  by  the  English  Eaft  InSz  company,  than  had  been  . 
done  by  crowBed  beads  and  powerful  armies  in  thdi 
Uoody  wars,  which,  at  this  time,  drakied  the  veins^of  £i»- 
ropb  to  the  laft  ebb.    The  new  nabob  pun£ltta%  fulfilled : 
bis  eag^ements,  though  the  treaOtres  of  which  ht  took^ 
pofle^n  were  •  far  fhort  of  eacpeAation^     Of  the  fumt, 
heizgreed  to  pay,' amounting,  according  to  Mr-  Grofe, 
to   25962,5001.    Cdonel.  Clire   fent  down  immediately* 
737j5o<^-    to  Calcutta  f  as  ipuch  more  was  foai  ^o  fol- 
low as  would  make  this  laft  Aim  up  to  one  h^  of  dae 
.whole  money  to  be  paid }  tlie  oth^  half  was  to  be  made: 
up  at  diree  z^nual  and  equal  payments.     He  had  not| 
however^  been  long  invefted  widi  di^  fovereigntyy  when, 
heibund'hicbfdf  in  a  very  disagreeable  fituation.    His' 
mind  w^a  filkd  with  contint;ial  dread  of  the  rcfcntmentof.^pF^^ 
Surajah  Dowl^'s  relations;  he  had  no  confidence  in  his-tjo^of"*" 
great  men  ^o  furrounded  him  ;  nor  could  he,  with  any;Meer  jaC 
jiuftice,  put  confidence  in  the  Englifli,  farther  than  he  ^**^* 
knew  hirafclf  to  be  fubfervient  to  their  iniercft.    But  thi^ 
•was  fixm  but  of  his  power,  his  treafury  having  been  ex-r 
haufted^  and  hisbeft  revenues  mortgage^,,  ^o  fupply  die        ,    ^^ 
vail  fums  he  had  obliged  himfelf  to  pay.   Befides  this,  he  ^ 

bad  granted  his  new  allies  fo  many  advantages  in  trade,  .  ^ 

to  the  detriment  of  his  own  cuftoms,  that  he  was  almoft. 
entirely  deprived  of  the  few  refoutce»*itmerly  leftt  Inixi. 
Bmce  was  he  driven  to  methods  of  raifing  money  which. 
ffifAt^nA  )am  pd^oii^  to  ^s  fobje£H,  withcmlhTelicHring  htsi. 
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neceffitics  ;  his  troops  became  mutinous ;  the*  rajahs,  or 
tributary  princes,  rebelled;  and  he  was  threatened,  on 
one  hand,  with  an  invafion  from  Shah-adah,  the  fon   of 
175  ?•      the  Mogul  •,  and  on  the  other,  from  the  Mahrattas. 
*H*  f  In  this  dreadful  fituation,  MecrJafBer,  according   to 

fed  crudty  ^^^  cruel  maxims  of  eaftern  policy,  is  faid  to  have  wreaked 
and  trca-     his  vcngeance  on  the  family  of  his  predeccflbr,  and  the 
*Hcry.         jg^Q^  faftious  of  his  courtiers.    His  jealoufy  of  the  Eng- 
lish prompted  him  to  enter  into  various  negociations  with 
the  Indian  powers,  and  even  with  the  l)ut6h,  againft 
them ;  while  the  evident  bad  efFeft  which  fome  of  the 
privileges  granted  to  the  former  had  upon  his  own  inter- 
eft,  in  a  manner  obliged  him  to  infringe  them ;  and,  tQ 
complete  his  misfortunes,  he  loft  his  fon  by  a  ftroke  of 
lightning,  the  only  one  of  his  children  who  had  arrived  at 
the  years  of  maturity.     At  this  jun£l:ure  it  was  gcneroujly 
ill  of  Cal-'  rcfolved  in  1 760,  in  the  council  at  Calcutta,  to  depofe  him  ; 
futta  re-     though  the  Only  plaufible  reafon  that  could  be  fuggefted 
ioive  to  do-  {q^  {^  ^ing  was,  that  he  had  already  manifefted  fuch  in- 
capacity in  his  government,  that  whatever  advantages  they 
might  expeft  from  it,  he  muft  in  a  fhort  time  ruin  himfclf, 
unlefs  he  was  affifted,  or  even  controuled,  by  fome  per- 
fon  of  ability ;  and  poflibly  the  intercft  of  the  company  in^ 
Bengal  might  be  ruined  along  with  him. 
Sept.  15,        For  thefe  reafons,  the  council  thought  proper  to  con- 
1760.      elude  a  new  treaty  with  Mir  Coflim  Ali  Cawn,  fon-in-la'W 
to  Meer  Jaffier,  by  which  it  was  agreed  to  veft  him  wi|:h 
the  Ible  power,  leaving  to  Meer  Jaffier  only  the  empty 
title  of  fovefeign.     Of  this  revolution  we  have  the  two. 
following  accounts  from  the  reports  concerning  Eaft-In- 
dia  affairs  laid  before  a  committee  of  the  Hoiife  of  Corn- 
Accounts     mons.     "  We  refolved,"  fays  the  governor,  "  to  give  the 
pofitfon!'     ^abob  the  next  day,   19th  Oftober,  to  refled  upon  the 
pa.  19.       letters  I  had  delivered  him,  propofing  fome  meafures  for 
regulating  thefe  abufes*.     I  heard  nothing   from  him  all 
that  day,  but  found  by  my  intelligence,  that  he  had  been 
-       '        in  council  with  his  former  advifers,  whofe  advice  I  was 
fure  would  be  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and 
of  the  company.     I  therefore  determined  to  aft  immedi- 
ately on  the  nabob's  fears.     There  could  not  be  a  better 
opportunity  than  that  which  the  night  of  the  19th  offered, 
it  being  the  conclufion  of  the  Gentoo  feaft,  when  all  the 
people  of  that  caft  would  be  pretty  well  fatigued  with 
their    ceremonies.     Accordingly,  I  agreed  with  colonel 

•  Thefe  were,  in  general,  his  cruelty,  avarice,  and  extortion;  partly 
perhaps  natural,  buthmdoubtcdly  occaiioRcd  in  A»me  degree  by  the 

circurnftances  already  mentioned. 
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Caillaud,  that  he  fhould  crofs   the  river  with  the  detach-  CH  APw 
ment,  between  three  and  four  in  the  morning  j  and,  having        I. 
joined  Coflim  Ali  Cawn  and  his  people,  march  to  the  na-  (^/VX^ 
bob's  palace,  andfurround  it  juft  at  day-break.   Being  ex-      ^769- 
tremely  defirous  to  prevent  afiy  difturhance  or  bloodihedf 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  nabob,  telling,  him  I  had  been  wait- 
ing all  the  day,  in  cxpedation  that  he  would  have  fettled 
the  urgent  affairs  upon  whkh  I  conferred  with  him  yeftcr-      ' 
day  ;  but,  by  his  having  favoured  me  with  no  anfwer,  it 
plainly  appeared,  that  all  I  could  reprefent  to  him  for  the 
good  of  his  country  would  have  no  efFeft,  as  long  as  the 
evil  counfellors  were  about  his  perfon,  who  would,  in  the 
end,  deprive  him  of  his  government,  and  ruin  the  compa- 
ny's affairs.     For  this  reafon,  I  had  lent  colonel  Caillaud, 
with  forces,  to  wait  upon  him,  to  expel  thofe  bad  coun- 
feUors^  and  to  place  his  affairs  in  a  proper  ilate,  and  I 
would  Qiortly  follow.    This  letter  I  gave  teT  the  colonel  to 
fend  to  the  nabob  at  fuch  a  time  as  he  flioiild  think  moft 
expedient.     Meafures  were  taken  at  the  fame  time  for 
feizing  his  three  unworthy  minifters,  and  to  place  Coflim 
Ali  Cawn  in  the  full  management  of  all  affairs,  in  quality 
of  deputy  and  fucceflbr  tg  the  nabob. 

"  1  he  necefTary  preparations  being  made,  with  all  the 
care  and  fecr^cy  poffible,  the  colonel  embarked  with  the 
troops,  joined  Coflim  Ali  Cawn  without  the  leafl  alarm* 
and  marched  into  the  court-yard  of  the  palace,  juft  at  the 
proper  inftant.  The  gates  of  the  inner-court  being  Abut, 
the  colonel  formed  his  men  without,  and  fent  the  letter 
to  the  nabob,  who  was  at  firft  in  a  great  rage,  and  threa- 
tened to  make  what  rcfiftance  he  could,  and  take  his  fate. 
In  about  two  hours,  however,  his  refolution  failed,  and^ 
therefore,  be  fent  a  meffage  to  CofTim  Ali  Cawn,  inform- 
ing him,  that  he  was  ready  to  fend  the  feals,  and  all  the  < 
enfigns  of  dignity,  provided  he  would  agree  to  take  the 
whole  charge  of  ttie  government  upon  him  ;  to  difcharge 
all  arrears  due  to  the  troops  ;  to  pay  the  ufual  revenue* 
to  the  king  j  to  fave  his  life  and  honour,  and  give  him  an 
allowance  fulKcient  for  his  maintenance.  All  thefe  con- 
ditions being  agreed  to,  Coflim  Ali  Cawn  was  proclaimed; 
tipon  which,  the  old  nabob  fent  nocice  to  the  colonel,  that 
he  depended  on  him  for  his  life.  The  troops  then  took 
pofTeflion  of  all  the  gates,  when  the  old  nabob  coming 
out  of  his  palace,  afked  if  his  perfon  was  fafe,  which 
feemed  now  to  be  all  his  concern.  It  was  told  him,  thatr 
fiot  only  his  perfon  was  fafe,  but  his  government  too,  if 
he  pleated,  of  which  it  had  never  been  intended  to  de- 
prive him.  To  this>  however,  Meer  Jaffier  replied,  *<  That 
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6iH  Al^.  h^  ha^  now  no  bufinefs  in  tlie  eity,  where  he  would   W 
I,       fat  CQncimial  danger  from  CoiBm  Ali  Cawn  ;  and  if  hd 

Ci  y**"^  was  ^ermilted  to  go  and  live  at  Calcutta,  he  fliould  be 
ti4^  ;cotttented.''«---He^  not  even  think  himfclf  fafe  for  on€ 
Bighc  in  the  eity.  He- was,  thefefere,  fupplied  with  boatir 
by  OoffinffAli,  and  permitted  to  takeaway  about  fixtyo^ 
his  family,  with  a  certain  quantity  of  jewels.  He  begged 
ttet  b&migh^be  permitted  to  fleep  that  night  in  his  boat^ 
oa  %%  ^^^^^  was  allowed.  ®nthe  morning  of  die  22d  of  OAo- 
ber,  he  fet  out  for  Calcutta,  where  he  arrived  on  the  apth^ 
bcilig  met  by  a  deputation  from  the  council,  and  treated 
wkh  all  therefpca  due  to  his  former  dignity."— Th*g 
secount  was  taken  from  a  memorial  drawn  up  at  Fort 
W91iam^  on  the  i  •th  of  November,  the  fame  year,  in  pre^ 
fence  of  governor  Vanfittart  and  five  other  gentlemen. 

Another  account,  taken  March  nth,  1762,  fign^^i^ 
colonel  Cdote,  and  a  like  number  of  gentlemen,  is  to  the 
following  purpofe  :  «  In  September,  1 760,  when  there 
Was  not  thie  leaft  appearance  of  a  rupture  or  difguft  be 
tween  us  and  the  nabob  JafBer  Alt  Cawn,  but  friendftip 
and  harmony  fubfifting,  Mir  Coflim  Cawn,  his  fon»in-law, 
came  down  to  Calcutta,  and,  having  ftaid  a  ihort  tinte^ 
returned  to  Moorihedabad.  A  few  day$  after,  Mr.  Vap- 
.  fittart,  went  up  to  that  city,  on  the  pretence  of  a  vifit  ta 
the  nabob  Meer  Jaffier.  Colonel  Cainaud,  with  two  hun-< 
dred  Europeans  and  fome  feapoys,  attended  him  ;  whof 
it  was  pretended,  were  going  to  join  the  army  at  Patna« 
When  Mr.  Vanfittart  arrived  Moradbaug,  the  nabob  paid 
him  two  vifits,  at  the  laft  of  which,  Mr.  Vanfittart  gave 
him  three  letters,  propofing  the  reformation  of  the  abided  . 
in  his  government;  infifted  on  his  naming  fome  perfoxi 
among  his  relations  to  take  care  of  the  foubahfliip,  and 
particularly  recothmended  Coffim  Ali  Cawn,  who  wad 
fent  for,  and  the  nabob  defired  to  ftay  till  he  came ;  but, 
being  greatly  fatigued,  was  at  laft  fufiered  to  depart  to  hit 
palace.  The  night  and  following  day,  paiied  in  concerting 
meafures  with  Coflim  Alt  Cawn,  how  to  put  in  execu^ 
tion  the  plan  before  agreed  on  in  Calcutta,  Airfiere  a  treaty 
was  figned  for  this  purpofe.  In  confequence  of  thefe  dC'- 
liberations,  our  troops  crofled  the  river  die  next  night  ^ 
and  being  jottied  by  Cofltm  and  his  party,  furrounded  the 
nabob's  palace. <  A  letter  was  fent  into  the  nabob,  de* 
manding  his  compliance  with  what  had  been  propofed  to 
him.  To  this  the  nabob  returned  for  anfwcr,  «*  Thatfuch 
vufage  was  what  he  never  expefbed  from  the  fingliih; 
that,  while  a  force  was  at  his  gates,  he  would  enter  into 
w}  terms."  A  mefia^  w^s  then  fent  in,  that  if  be  did  «ol 
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ibre&ly  complf^  they  ihould  be  obliged  to  (loroi  ih^  pi-  eH:AP^ 
lace,  Aftoniflied  and  terrifi<:d  at  this  mcnyey  Ike  opened        I. 
legates,  exclaimtngr<'  That  he  was  betrayed  \  tb^t  tlie  -Wi 'v»"» ^ 
£ngliih  were  guilty  of  perjury  and  bi:cacb  of  faith-  %*  th»<     ^^' 
lie  perceived  their  defigns  againit  his  governmeat  ^  ^hfC 
be  had  friends  enough,  to  ftand  at  leaft  one  Rattle  in  hi^ 
^efcnce ;  but  akhou^h^no  oaths  were  ikeved  enoujdth  lx> 
hbd  the  £ngli&»  yet,  as  he  had  fwqrn.to.be  their  faichjul 
ftieodj  he. woidd.  never  fweJrve  from  his  engagement  to 
^ihcfD)  and:  rather  fuffer  d^atb  than  draw  h«s  fword  again£: 
ikcm."  Gte.ftiu^er  defired  to  know,  <^  What  fum  d  msh 
My  Goflim  All  C^wn  w^.to  gi^e  for  the  foubahibipi-aind 
kurould.gire  half  a3  mueh  more  to  be  oontiutied.-  .£b 
hoped,  however,  if  they  intended  td  d^tbretne  him,  they 
wovid  not  li^ve  him  to  the  mefcy  of  h^sffm^iorhyfrbom 
trixon  he  feared  the  wot il ; .  but-wiihed  they  would  carry       v 
himfrom the cityy ^nd  gire  him  a  place  offdfety  in  Cal-« 
ctttta/^         * .     .  ,.  .  . 

•Thbtlarflxcqficft  wis  confideiedinthe  light  of  a  voluntary 
fe%Badon.  Our  troops  took  poficffion  of  the4)alace ;  Mir 
GoAm  was  raifed  to  the  Mufnud,  and  the  old  nabob  hur-- 
xiedinto^a^boat  w^itl]|  a  few  of  his  dofle^eftics  and  neceffaries, 
andf6ll4y^awftytoCak1ltta  in  a  manner  wholly  unwprthy 
of  the  high  rank  he*  fa  lately  held  i  as  was  aMb  tlic  fcanty 
fabfifteaceiaUovredhimfor  his^maiiitenance  at  Calcutta 
hf  his  fontiii^laar*  Thus^  was  Ja£&er  Ali  Gawix  depofed^ 
imboreach  <]f<a  treaty,  founded  on  the  moft.  folenin  oathsj 
'»m1  in  violation  .of  the  national  faith.^'  .     .    ■/ 

v'H^oMTdingto  chefame  account,  the  company's  iervaatSf 
iriiovwere  ifeher^pvoje&ors  of  the  revolution,  made  no  fe^ 
«c€t,«that  theiewtas  a  prefent  promifed  them,  of  twenty 
hds  pfv<u|»ees  from  Coffim  ^  who,  it  feems,  was  deiirou^ 
«£inakiagtfaie  affaffination  of  Meer  Jaffier  the  ikxSi  a£b  of 
Us  powers  and  was  very  much  difpleafed  when  he  found 
that  the  £^li{h  intended  to  give  Imn  protc£iion  at  Cal-^ 
§nmi  .'  •.  V  '^"  ,  •   .       ^ 

*  Itwasfearccly  to  be  fuppofed  tha^  Coflmit  railed  to 
Ihe  fupiewe  power  by  fuch  unfair  means,  would  continue  j^j^  coflim 
faithful  to^thefe to  wiiom  he  owed  his  elevation.    Ac  the  refolves  to 
commeneeBieiM:  of  the  treaty,  indeed,  he  had  promifed  reduce  the 
^h«c?cfi  his  alSes,  or  rather  maficrs,  rc<|uired  5  but  no  f^^^gaoi, 
fbonoF  was  ht  inveftcd  with  an  -authority  which  he  ima^ 
jiiwdwoiild.Tender.  him  independent,  dianhe  began  to 
Itord  againft  the  ■  ovo-grawu  power  of  theEugliifo,  by 
#KTy  medidd  he  could  devife.    For  this  p^rpofc,  he  in- 
'4ieafed  the  number  of  his  troops,  difciplined  them  in  the 
fiiKyeaa  mannex.^  and  fuDpofing  Muu\»dabard^  his  capi^* 
VoL.V.         •  D   " 
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CH  a1?.  tal,  tp  fat  too  neaSthc  Englifli  fetdemetits,  h«  fet  abotft 

I.        ereding  a  flirong  fort  at  Rajah4Datbl,  that  the  place  of  hia^ 

\-  .  v'"!-^  refidcncc  might  be  at  a  greater  difbance  from  thofe,  whom 

f  T^ob      ];ie  eoitld  at  beft,  but  look  upon  aB  his  pretended  friends^. 

Senfible,  .however,  that  the  Engliih  would  foon  become 

Jealous  of  his  proccedfng«,  he  applied  to  the  Mogul,  in&* 

nuating  to  hiifin  that  he  was  in  danger  from  the  EngliAi  ^ 

hoping  thereby  to  prevent  his  retinrn  to  a  ftate  of  depeu- 

flency  on  the  Mogul,  and  being  obliged  to  pay  the  royal 

revenues  to  him.  But  though  he  fucceeded  in  this  fo  far, 

that  the  Mogul  neither  recerved  any  affiftance  from  the 

{[nglfft,  nor  was  paid  any  part  of  che  royal  revenue  ^  the 

monarch  became  at  iail  fo  incenfed  at  bis  condu^,  that 

Offers  of     he  declared  he  would  fuffer  him  to  vemain  no  longer  in 

the  Mogul  the  foubahihip   than   he  could  prevent  it  ^  and,   in  the. 

to  them,      jnean  time,  mad^  an  oiifer  tothe  EngUib  of  the  dewanny^ 

or  colle^lion  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal.  This  office,  as 

well  as  that  of  fubdarree,  or  command  of  the  troops  and 

j.urifdidion  in  the  provinces,  the.  expences  of  which  arc 

paid  out  of  the  revenues  by  the  dewan,  had^  for  fome  time 

^       paft,  been  affumed  by  the  nabobs  of  Bengal  5  andy  the 

prefent  offer  of  the  king,  would  have  been  worth  to  tlie 

eompany,  fifteen  lack  of  rupees,  or  i87,>5o&I.  annually^. 

Btttv  befides  this>  the  king  offered  to  confirm  to  them  the 

^      Jands  of  B&rdwan,  Midnapoor^  and  Chitcagong,.  and  t» 

eftablifli  the  inffuence  of  the  Englifli  .not  only  in  thefe 

provinces,  but  as  far  as  Delhi  itfelf.    In  return  for  this^ 

the   king  required  -ihcir  afllftance  to  fettle  him  on  the 

throne,  and  to  recover  fuch  parts  of  his  territories  as  were 

m  the  hands  of  rebels.   For  this  purpofe,  Sujah  Dowlah,, 

one  of  the  moft  powerful  men  in  the  empire,  offered  to 

join  the  Englifli  with  aH  his  forces,  in  order  to  eftabliflk 

the  king,  who  was^  then  in  the  field.,  near  Fatna,.and  un-« 

able,  by  reafon  of  the  difputes  prevailing  at  that  time^  ^ 

profecute  hi^jotrrney  lo  Delhi. 

The  fervants  of  the  company  were  at  this  time,  in  ajl 

probabtlity^  equally  indifl^renc  eftber  to  the  mogul  or  aa-* 

^SitlJ      ^^^'  "^^^^  ^"^y  queftion  with  them  was,  whether,  by  af- 

Mogiii  re-   fi^^"ig  ^^^  one  or  the  other^  they  might  more  cafily  ac- 

foWcd  on.    compHlli  the  emk  they  had  in  view  for  their  own  intereftr 

At  laft,  however,  the -committee  at  Calcutta,  unanimoufly 

confidering  it  as  their  intereft  to  fide  with  the  mogul,  21  ^-^. 

treaty  was  propofed,  and  letters  fent  to  SujahDowlah  for  *■'' 

ihe  purpofe.  The  nabob,  in  the  mean  time,  as  has  already 

been  obferved,  had  taken  care  to  ufe  proper  methods  for 

withttanding  the  power  of  the  Englifli.  At  his  acceflion, 

he  had  ceded  to  the  company  a  traA  of  land  worth  im 
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kfsthan  700,000!;  a^year,  together witiflfo^oooK annually  CHAP. 
for  the  zemiadaries  of  Calcutta^  and  of  the  a4th  purgun-        L 
nah.  Having  known, however,  by  experience,  the  dtftrefs  ^^    »"  '*^ 
iftcvrred  by  hw  predeceflbr,  by  realbn  of  the  En^li£h  pri-      »7^ 
^lege  of  carrying  on  the  inland-trade  without  being  fub- 
jeded  to  any  duties,  be  had  probably  determined,  from 
tfietiine  of  his  acceffioo,  to  deprive  them  of  immunities 
fa  contrary  to  his^  own  intereft.    But  as  this  could  not  be 
<lone  withooe  a<)uanrel,  be  had  ufed  the  means  already     ^^^ 
mentioaed  for  his  fecurity ;  and,  among  the  reft,  had, 
in  the  tnie  ipirit  of  an  eaftern  monarch,  cut  off  or  im* 
prifoned  crery  nobleman  in  his  dominions  wlio  had  (hown 
any  warm  aSeAibn  to  the  £ngUih« 

Though  it  is  fcarce  poffiblethat  matters  could  have  re- 
mained long  in  this  ftate,  without  very  ft'rong  fufpicions  MirCoffioi. 
and  jealoufies  oh  each  fide,  neither  complaint  nor  remon-  ^  wax  with* 
ftrance  had  been  made  qn  the  part  of  the  Englifh ;  on  the  thcEagliib. 
contrary,  by  difbanding  moft  of  their  feapoys  before  the 
end  of  the  year  176a,  they  had  weakened  their  force  fo  * 

much,   that  Mir  Coflim  imagined  he   might  fafely  aft  \    * 

openly  againft  chem.  His  revenue  at  this  time  was  indeed  ,y 

on  a  much  better  footing  than  that  of  his  predeceffor^  'k- 

but  ftill  it  fell  vaftly  fliort  of  its  former  limits.    The  free 
^ade,  which  had  been  allowed  to  fuch  an  extent  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  exigencies  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  augmented  m 
confequence  of  his  own,    now  threatened  to  annihilate 
his  cuftoms  entirely,  by  drawing  all  the  interior  as  well 
as  foreign  commerce  of  Bengal  from  his  own  ftibje^s 
fnto  foreign  channels.  He,  therefore,  began  every  where 
to  exa£k  from  the  private  Englifii  traders  the  payment 
of  equal  ^nd  regular  duties ;  requiring,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  their  difputes,  if  beyond  their  own  limits,  (hoiild  be  Conference 
fettled  by  his  magiftrates.    This  ftcp  produced  fuch  an  between 
ilarm,  that,  in  November,  this  year,  the  governor  himfcif,  ^^^^^^^ 
Mr.  Vanfittart,  thought  proper   to  go   along  with   Mr.  vanBturt. 
Haftings  to  Mongheer,  his  place  of  rcfidencc,  in  order  to 
have  a  conference  with  Mir  Coflim. 

On  hearing  their  complaints,  the  nabob  replied  in  the 
following  terms :  "  If  the  fervants  of  the  Englifli  com- 
pany were  permitted  to  trade  in  all  ports,  and  in  all  com- 
modities,'cuftom-free,  as  many  of  them  now  pretend,  they 
muft,.of  courfe,  draw  ail  the  trade  into  their  own  hands, 
and  my  cnftoms  would  be  of  fo  little  value,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  for  my  intereft  to  lay  the  trade  entirely 
open,  and  to  colle£):  no  cuftom  from  any  perfon  whatever, 
upon  any  kind  of  merchandize.  This  would  draw  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  into  the  country,  and  incrcafe  my  revc- 
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CH  AFr  noes^  by  Bhtoitragtng  tfare  cultivation  ^hA  inanfa£hirr  of 
I.        a  large  quantity  of  goods  for  falc  ;  at  tiiie  fame  time  thalc 

(^/VX^  *^  ''^o*^^'*^^^^^^*y^"*^  °^^®  P'^i"^*!^^  fttbjeft  of  difrr; 
^762.      pates  which  hdve  difturbed  thjc  good  ^inderftandiiig  be-' 
t¥?ecn  us^an  objei^I  hasre  more  than  aiay  other  at  heart/' 
'  Tiiisrfeply  to  the  lemotxftrances  ofthc  Engliih  govcr- 
imr'teduced  him  to  a  rery  mortifying  dilemma.    It  was 
impoi&ble  to  avoid  being  flruck  with  thjC  force  of  the  na«- 
Isob^s  reafoning ;  he  propofed  nothing  but  what  was  cer- 
tainly in  his  power  to  do»  and  which^  if  he  had  dotie,  could, 
have  afforded  •  no  juft  matter  of  complaint  ^  though  r  it 
would  ef&flually  have  cut  off  the  private' trade  carried  on 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  faftory^  and  ev«n,  as  they  faid,. 
prejudiced  that  of  the  company  itfelf.     Mr.  Vanfittart, 
^  treaty     therefore,  thought  proper  to  fubmit  to  certain  regulactons 
conclnded    and  refttitlions  to  be  put  upcm  the  trade  of  the  £nglt(h  iR 
\^niittart    general,  which,  as  the  Indian  magillrates  b^gan  immedi-r 
anddif-   *  atcly  to  put  them  cxaftly  in  eKecuti<«i,  produci^d  corn- 
avowed  by  plaints  of  partiality  andrig<^r  on  the  part  of  the  EngJifh. 
ofcrk^mal  '^'^^  confequencc  was,  that  the  council  of -Calcutta  difc 
avDvved  the  treaty  made  by  their  governor,' affirming,  tliat 
1763.      he  bsid  aflumed  a  power  to  which  he  had  no  right ;  that    . 
Jan.  17.    rhe.  regulations  propofed  by  him  were  diihonourable    to 
theni  as  Englifnmen,  and  tended  to  the  roiin  of  ^11  public 
and  private  trade.  They  affirmed,  that  the  prefident's  iffu- 
iiig  out  regulations,  independent  of  the  council,  was  an 
abiohite  breach  of  their  privileges,  and  therefore  fent  or* 
Murder  of    ^^^^^  *^  ^^^  ^^^  faftories  to  pay  no  regard  to  any  of  the  newr    , 
thetiepiities  regulations.  Mir  Cofihri  was  again  applied  to  for  a  third    , 
fent  by  the  treaty  ;  but  he  not  ojily  refufed  to  treat  with'  their  depu- 
ihc  niliob.  tiesjbiit  caufcd  them  to  be  murdered  on  their  return,  of 
which  barbarous,  aftion  the  following  account  was  fent 
home  to  England  to  the  court  of  directors,  f*  Meff.  Amyatt     ' 
T^nd  Hay,  two  gentlemen  of  the  council,  being  furnilhed 
with  proper  inftruftions,  were  deputed  to  wait  upon  the 
nabob,  in  o^der  to  adjufl  the  differences  in  ^n  apicable     1 
manner.  They  accordingly  arrived  at  Mongheer  on   the   r 
1  2lh  of  May,  1 763,  and  had  many  conferences  with  him,    ^ 
in  which  he  fhcM'-ed  a  great  averfenefs  to  an  accommoda-t 
t-!on,  upon  the  terms  offered  to  him.  About  this  time,  a 
fupply  of  five  hundred  (lands  of  arms,  going  to  Patna» 
was  ftopped  by  the  nabob's  orders,  and  ot^er  acks  of  hof- 
tility  commicted  ;  and  affairs  being  com£  to  an  extremity, 
a  war  with  Coffim   Ali  was  unavoidable.  MeiT.    Amyatt 
and  Hay  were  recalled,  and  raeafures  were  taken  at  the    * 
prefidency  to  carry  it" on  in  the,  moft  effediual  manner, 
^r.  Amvatt  having  tal^p.n  K^?iyQ  of  the  nabob  on  the  a/^t}^ 
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fiijtme,  and  Tcccrrcd  the  ufual  paffports,  fet  out  ia  boats  CHsAlP. 

for  Calcuttahr  accompanied  with  Mcff.    AmjAlett,  WoU        I. 

kfton,  and  Hutchiafon,  Lieutenants  Jones,  Gordon,  and '— r^"^"^ 

Cooper,  (Dr.  Cirooko>  Mr.'  Hay  and  Gulfton  lemainiag     *7^3' 

with  the  nabob  as  hoftages). « As  the  boats  were  paffing  the; 

«ity  of  Moorihedabad,  they  were  attacked,  on  the  3d  of  J"v  3* 

July,  by  a  number  of  troops  affembled  for  that  purpde  on 

both  fides  the  riyer,  and  fome  of  the  fcntknaen  were  killed 

in  their  boats.  Mr.  Amyatt  immediately  landed  with  a 

few  feapoys,  whom  he  forbid  to  fire,  and  e^cavoured  to 

make,  the  enemy^s  troops  undcrftand,  that  he  was  fumifli- 

cd  with  the  nabob's  paffports,  and  had  no  defign  of  com* 

mitting>any  holkilitics :  But  the  enemy's  horfe  advancing, 

fome  of  the  feapoys  fir«d,  notwithftanding  of  Mr.  Am- 

yatt's  orders ;  and,  a  general  confufion  enfuing,  that  gen- 

tkmaii,  and  moft  of  the  fmall  party  who  were  with  him^ 

were  cut  to  piecesr 

Thisinhnman  and  treacherous  behaviour  having  cut  off,Mecr  Jaf- 
all  hopes  of  accommodation,  war  was  formally  declared  ficr  pro- 
againft  Mir  Coffim,  aud  his^predcccflbr,  Meer  Jaffier,  once  ^*'^^ 
more  proclaimed  Nabob  of  Bengal  in  the  beginning  of  Jufy» 
Hoftihties  had  indeed  commenced  before  this  time.  About 
300  miles  from  Calcutta,  up  the  Ganges,  (lands  the  city  of 
Patna,  a  place  of   very  confiderablc  extent   and  great 
mde,  where  th&  Engliih  Eaft  India  company  H!d  a.  fac* 
tory,  withfome  Indian  and  European  foldiers.  Thefe  fud- 
ilcnly  attacked  and  carried  thrs  great  city  on  the  25th  of 
.June,  though  defended  by  a  ftrong  garrifon,  with  fortifi- 
cations newly  repaired,  Qn  the  very  firft  attack,  however,  pgtna  fud* 
tfcegoWrrtor  and  garrifon  fled  ;  but  theEngliih,  withlhe  deniyai 
utmoil  imprudence,  having  difperfcd  themfelves  in  order  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
to  plunder,' the  Indian  commander  fuddenly  returned  with  the  Eng^ 
a  rcin&reement  from  the  country,  and  either  cut  them  [i^^.  but 
itt  pieces,  or  oWiged  them  to  take  refuge  in  their  fort.  In  r^f^^^elT 
the  latter^  however,  they  did  not  now  imagine  themfelves  fe-  junc ;.  * 
'  cure,  and  therefore  refoived  to  abandon  it,  in  order  to  fly 
f  mto  the  territories  of  a  neighbouring  nabob.  With  this 
view,  they  ctoflcd  the  Ganges  ;  and  during  the  firft  three 
days  of  their  march,  met  with  no  oppofition  ;  but  being  ^ 

at  length  overtaken  and  attacked  by  a  fuperior  force,  they  • 
were  forced  to  come  to  an  engagement.  In  the  firft  eh- 
counter,  they  had  the  advantage,  notwithftanding  the  fupe- 
riority '  of  the  enemy  in  numbers  ;  but  in  a  fecond  they 
were  totally  routed,  and  all  of  them  either  cut  in  pieces  on 
the  fpot,  or  taken  prifoners. 

The  forces  which  took  the  field  under  Major  Adams, 
ponfifted   at  -firft  of  no  more  th.an  one  regiment  of  th<? 
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CHAP*  king's  troops,' a  fcw.^  Ae  company*s  two  troops  of  Eu- 

L        ropean  cavalry,  ten  companks  of  fcapoys,  with  twelrc 

*— v*-*^  pieces  of  cannon.  By  routing  the  enemy  in  two  encoun- 

Ma  or^*      ters,  on  the  i  ith  and  14th  of  July,  they  cUared  their  way 

Adam*       *o  Moorfliedabad,  the  capital  of  the  province.   The  Indi- 

marciics      ans,  however,  having  drawn  up  their  forces,  to  tke  nom« 

*f  bob  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  thoufand,  on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  river,  a 

July.  ^l^^rd  engagement  cnfued,  in  which  the  Engliih  gained  a 

Thcindi-    complete  vidory:  after  which,  as  the  rainy  feafon  began 

*ns  defeat-  to  fet  in,  the  major  puihed  his  way  direfbly  to  the  capital. 

He  found  the  Indians  again  difpofed  to  obftru£t  his  paf- 

July  2>      fage,  having  ftrongly  fortified  themfelves  betwixt  him  and 

the  city,  with  intrenchments  fifteen  feet  high,  defended 

by  .a  numerous  artillery.    It  being  impoffible,  with  his 

fmall  number  of  troops,  to  force  a  place  of  thitf  kind,  the 

major  made  a  feint,  with  a  fmall  body,  againft  that  part 

where  the  Indians  had  colle£led  their  principal  ftrength  j 

and,  while  the  enemy  were  amufed  with  this  appearance, 

the  main  force  of  the  army  marched  round  their  fortifi- 

'    cations  in  the  night,  appearing  by  day-brea.k  at  the  oppo- 

Cte  quarter,  where  they  had  but  a  flight  guard.    This 

ftruck  the  Indians  with  fuch  terror,  that  they  abandoned 

their  fortrcfs  and  the  city,  without  further  refiftance. 

Encouraged  by  fuch  great  fuccefs  in  the  beginning  of 

his  enterfhrife,  the  major  puflied  on  to  feek  Mir  Coffim, 

who  had  indeed  been  very  a<3:ive  in  his  own  defence.  Not- 

withftanding  all  his  care,  however,  he  had  not  been  able* 

to  complete  his  ibldiers  in  the  European  difciplme  in  fuch 

a  manner  as  to  make  them  in  any  re^e£t  a  match  for  thofe 

under  theEnglifli  commander,  though  thelattefr  now  found 

them  oppofe  him  in  a  manner  very  diiFerent  froin  what 

Aug.  a,       they  had  done  formerly.  The  two  armies  met  on  the  banka 

of  a  river  called  Nunas  NuUas.    The  Indian  commander 

had  cnofen  his  poll  with  great  judgment  5  his  army  was 

divided  into  brigades,  with  a  good  train  of  artillery*  well* 

ferved,  the  fame  accoutrements,  arms,  and  clothing,  and 

^     even  much  of  the  fame  order  and  fpirit  Mrith  the  Engliih. 

entirely  del  ^^^9  notwithftanding  this  fuperiority  to  what  they  were 

fcaicd.        formerly,  and  tlieir  vaft  numbers  in  comparifon  with  thofe 

of  <fe^  Ehglifli,  the  Indian  army,  confifting  of  20,000  horfe 

and  8opo  foot,  were  entirely  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  all 

their  cannon. 

-^er  this  engagement,  the  Indians  never  chofe  to  ven- 
ture a  pitched  battle  with  the  Englifli,  but  contented  them* 
felves  with  fortifying  and  defending  ftrorig  pofts  in  thd 
beft  manner  they  could.  At  a  place  called  Auda  Nulla, 
protected  in  the  front  by  a  confidcrable  fwamp,  on  one 
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fide  fay  the  mountaitssi  and  on  the  oAer  by  die  river  Gan-  CH  AP. 
ges,  they  had  thrown  up  a  great  fortificadon^  on  which        I. 
kwere  pbuited  xoo  pieces  of  cannon,  having  in  Aeir  front  a  V^v*-  *^ 
■deep  ditch  of  54  feet  in  breadth,  and  full  of  wa^er  in  ever     '7^3- 
I  rj  pact  biKt  that  which  was  ntext  the  mountains ;  fo  that  no 
I  place  remained  for  Ae  Ei^lifli  to  carry  on  their  approaches, 
ezceptii:^  n  fpace  of  about  200  yards,  lying  between  the 
fwamp  aad  the  river.  A  formal  fiege  of  this  place  therefore 
ccMnmenoed,  and  was  continued,  without  any  fenfible  pro* 
grels,  from  the  21ft  of  Auguft  to  the  4tli  of  September, 
when  the  Indians  again,  fufiering  their  attention  to  be 
drawn  to  the  fide  of  die  Ganges,  where  the  principal  force 
of  the  attack  had  hitherto  been  diitfled,  were  totally  rou- 
ted, and  their  intrenchments  forced  with  prodigious  flaugh* 
ter  \  vaft  numbers  alfo  being  drowned  by  their  throwing 
themfdves  into  the  Ganges. 

After  this  defeat,  the  Indians  feem  to  have  abandoned 
diemfelves  to  defpair,  making  no  ftand  at  any  other  place 
of  defence,  though  they  had  feveral  others  betwixt  Auda 
Nulla  and  Mongheer.  Even  this  city,  the  refidence  of  Mir 
C60un  himfelf,  and  which  he  had  been  at  the  utmoft  pains  oa,  11^ 
to  fortify,  held  out  no  longei;:  than  nine  days,  fo  that  now 
the  only  resource  of  the  nabob  was  the  city  of  Patna. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mir  Coflim,  exafperated  at  \j^  pro- 
grels  naade  by  the  Englifh  arms,  whidi  he  was  unable  to 
prevent;  according  to  the  barbarity  ufual  among  Afiatics, 
determined  to  revenge  hiihfelf  on  the  prifoners  he  had  ta-  ^^"f^  ^  , 
ken  at  Patna.  Thefe  he  caufed  to  be  murdered  in  the  moft  crucny*^' 
inhuman  manner  ;  one  Somers,  or,  as  the  Indians  call  htm,  murdered 
SoomeroOf  a  German  dcferter  frwn  the  company's  fervice,  ^^^^ 
being  the  perpetrator  of  the  villainy.  The  account  of  this 
execrable  affair,  fent  by  Major  Adams  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  is  as  follows  :  *^  Soomcroo,  haying  invited  our  gen- 
tlemen to  (up  with  him,  took  tliat  opportunity  to  borrow 
their  knives .  and  forks,  to  entertain  tihem  in  the  Engliih 
manner.  At  nij^t,  when  he  arrived,  he  ftood  at  foii;c  dif-» 
tance  in  the .  cook-room,  to  give  his  orders  ;  and,  ns  foon 
as  Meff.  Ellis  and  Lufhington  entered,  the  former  was 
feized  by  the  hair,  and  pulling  his  head  backward,  another 
cut  his  throat ;  on  which  Mr.  Lufhington  immediately 
knocked  down  the  murderer  with  his  fill,  feized  his  fword> 
with  which  he  wounded  one,  and  killed  two  more,  before 
he  was  cut  down  himlelf.  After  this,  the  gentlemen,  be- 
ing alarmed  bv  Mr.  Smith,  ftood  upon  their  defence,  and 
tepulfed  the  leapoys  with  plates  and  bottles.  Soomeroo 
then  ordered  them  to  the  top  of  the  houfe,  to  fire  down 
on  the  prifoners,  which  they  obeyed  with  reludance,  al- 
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CHAP.  Icging  tliat  they  could  not  think  of  murdering  them  id 
I.        that  manner ;  but  that  if  they  would  give  them  arms^  they 
(^X^V^XJ  would  fight  with  them  5  on  which  he  knocked  down  feve- 
i7^3*     ral  of  thcpfi  with  bamboos.  The  confequence  was,  that  all 
die  gentlemen  were  either  (hot,  or  had  their  throats  cut; 
In  this,  or  fome  other  equally  inhuman  manner,  p^ihed^ 
in  one  houfe,  forty^ine  gentlemen,  of  whom  twenty-five 
were  in  irons,  with  about  fifty  foldiers  in  irons ;  nine  gen- 
tlemen, with  the  remaining  part  of  the  Englifli  who  were 
prifoners,  being  put  to  death  in  other  parts  of  the  country^ 
the  whole  number  amounting  to  between  two  and  three 
hundred.  Dr.  FuUerton  was  the  only  perfon  who  efcapedy 
having  received  a  pardon  from  the  tyrant  a  few  days  beforp 
this  mafiacre." 

-  Such  monftrpus  cruelty  did  not  long  go  urirevenged^ 
Major  Adams  inftantly  fet  out  from  Mongheer  to  Pamaj  j 
ill  order  to  drive  the  nabob  from  his  laft  rcfource.     The  ^ 
event  was  conformable  to  the  fuccefs  which  Had  all  along 
.        -      attended  the  Englifh  arms-    Though  the  Indians  behaved 
M^r  Coffim  "^^  much  greater  fpirit  than  could  have  bten  expefted 
fli^«  to  su-  from  them,  the  place  was  taken  by  ftbrm  after  a  fiege  of 
jah  Dow-    eight  days ;  the  nabob,  having  loft  all  his  fortified  places,  , 
was  obliged  to  fly  for  refuge  to  Sujah  Dowlah,  grand  vi- 
zier to^e  Great  Mogul,  and  nabob  of  a  neighbouring  pro-  ^ 
vince.     By  him  he  was  kindly  received,  and  protc(9:io!t 
granted  to  his  perfon  5  but  he  refufed  to  admit  his  army, 
-  -         or  to  take  any  ftcp  by  which  his  own  coilhtfy  might  be  • 
rendered  a  feat  of  war.  Thus  was  Mir  Coflim  entirely  de- 
prived of  his  dominions,  and  the  Englifli  rendered  uncon- 
ditionally mafters  of  Bengal,  an  extent  of  territory  not  in- 
ferior to  the  moft  celebrated  European  kingdoms.    Major  . 
Adams,  however,  did  not  long  live  to  enjoy  the  honour  he 
^ad  acquired,  dying  of  a  diforder  in  his  bowels  foori  after* 
Vet.  9.       the  taking  of  Patna  ;  but  before  that  time  he  had  refigne* 
the  command  of  the  army  to  Major  Carnac,  with  a  defigit* 
to  return  to  Europe  himfelf. 
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CHAPTER    IL 


The  Mogul  efpoufes  the  caufe  of  Mir  Coffim Correfpai^^ 

dence  nviib  &ujah  DonjiJai^'-^'-^mli^neHVdl  of  the  war,  and 
fuccejpfs  of  the  JEti^li/b^'^'^^^-^Sujah  Donolah  far  renders  him-^ 

•filf ^tytafh  bfMeer  Jaffer^  arid  tranfaBions  nuith  thi 

*  young  nabob^ — ^Dijfenfions  among  the  companfs  fervants 
tndedj  and  a  treaty  concluded  with  the  Mogul  and  Sujah 
DowTai  by  Lord  Clive^ 

/^N  the  flight  of  Mir  Coffim,  a  deputation  was  fent  CH  AP. 
1/  from  th«  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta,  to  pro-       U. 
pofe  an  alliance  with   bujah   Dowlah,  with  promifes  of  v-  '^^*  il 
ailifting  him  againd  Mir  Coffioii  or  any  other  invader ;  in      X764* 
return  for  which  it  was  es^pedled,   that  he  would  do  his 
utmod  to  feize  and  deliver  up  the  fugitive  nabob  with  his 
cffefls.    This  deiign  was  communicated  to  Major  Adams 
oa  the   8th  of  December  ;  but  as  he  was  to  refign  the 
command  T>n  the  day  following  to  Maj  t  Carnac,  it  v  as  re- 
commended to   the  latter  to   watch  the   motions   of  Mir 
Coffim,  and  if  he  flipuld  be  joined  by  Sujah  Dowlah,  of 
the  Mogul  himfelf,  to  advance  with  the  army  towards  the 
banks  of  the  river  Carumnaffa,  and  oppofe  any  enemy  that 
might  attempt  to  enter  the  country. 

It  could  fcarccly  be  fuppofed  that   the  embafly  above 
mentioned  would  be  favourably  received  ;  and  accordingly,     ' 
I   in  the  month  of  February,  Major  Carnac  received  advice,  Fcbruj;^^ 

that  Sujah   Dowlnh  had  refolvcd  to  affift   Mir  Coffim  in 
I  the  recovery  of  his  government.    The  prefident  and  coun-  (^orrcf- 
cil  on  this,  thought  proper  to  write  to  Sujah  Dowlah,  the  po^dence 
purport  of  which  letter  was,  «*  that  they  could  not  give  ere-  ^'^^  ^"i*^ 
dit  to  the  report^  confidering  the  former  connexions  fub-  ^^^ 
fitting  between  him  and  the   chiefs  of  the  company^  and 
were  perfuaded  that  he  would  not  ^Ql  in  fuch  an  inequi- 
Vol.  V.  E 
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CHAP,  table  maner  •,  but,  if  he  really  intended  to  take  Mir  CoflSnX 
II.       into  his  friendfhip,  they  were  refolved  to  keep  Bengal  free 

^— -y-^.«j  from  troubles,  by  carrying  the  war  into  his  own  domini- 
'764.     ons," 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Major  Carnac  foon  after  received  the 
following  anfwer  :-^"  Former  kings  of  Indoftan,  by  ex- 
empting theEnglifti  company  from  duties,  granting  them 
differeiit  fettlemeats  and  faAorles,  and  afSding  them  in 
all  their  affairs,  beftowed  greater  kindnefs  and   honour 
upon  them   than  either  upon  the  country,  nierchants  or 
any  other  Europeans  ;  moreover,  of  late,  his  majefty  has 
gracioufly  conferred  upon  you  higher  titles  and  dignities 
than  was  proper,  and  jagheers  and  other  favours  fince  ;  , 
notwithftanding   thefe  various  fatrours  which  have  been  . 
fhewn  you,  you  have  interfered  in  the  king's  country, 
poflcffed  yourfclves  of  di  drifts  belonging  to  the  govern- 
ment, fuch  as  Burdwan^  Chittagong,  &c.  and  turned  out 
and  eftabliihed  nabobs  at  pleafure,  without  th.e  confent  of 
the  Imperial  court.  Since  you  have  imprifoned  dependents 
upon  the  court,  and  expofed  the  government  of  the  king 
of  king's  to  contempt  and  diihonour  ;  fince  you  have  ru- 
ined the  trade  of  the  merchants  of  the  country,  granted 
protection  to  the  king's  fervants,  injured  the  revenues  of 
the  Imperial  court,  and  cruflied  the  inhabitants  by  your 
^  aGs  of  violence  ;  and  fince  you  are  continually  fending 
freffi  people  from  Calcutta,  and  invading  different  parts 
of  the  royal  dominions,  and  have  even  plundered  feveral 
villages  and  purgunnahs  belonging  to  the  province  of  Illa- 
habad  ; — ^to  what  can  tliefe  wrong  proceedings  be  attri- 
buted, but  to  an  abfolute  difregard  to  the  court,  and  a 
wicked  dcfign  of  feizing  the  country  to  yourfelves  ?  If  you 
have  behaved  in  this  manner  in  confequence  of  your  king^s 
commands,  or  the  company's  direftions,  be  pleafed  to  ac- 
quaint me  of  the  particulars  thereof,  that  I  may  fliew  a 
fuitable  refentment.  But  if  thefe  difturbanccs  have  arifen 
from  your  own  improper  defires,  defift  from  fuch  beha- 
viour in  fubure  5  interfere  not  in  the  affairs  of  the  govern- 
ment 5  withdraw  your  people  from  every  part,  and  fend 
them  to  their  own  country  j  carry  on  the  company's  trade 
as  ufual,  and  confine  yourfelves  to  commercial  affairs.  In 
this  cafe,  the  Imperial  court  will  more  than  ever  aflift  you 
in  your  bufinefs,  and  confer  its  favours  upon  you.    Send, 
hither  fome  perfon  of  diflinftion  to  inform  me  properly 
of  allcifcumftances,  that  I  may  aft  accordingly.  If  (which 
God  forbid !)  you  are  haughty  and  difobedient,  the  heads 
,  of  the  difturbers  fhallbe  devoured  by  the  fword  of  juftice^ 
.  and  you  will  feel  the  weight  of  his  majefty's  difpleafure. 
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which  is  a  type  of  the  wrath  of  God  ;  nor  will  any  fub-  CH  AP. 
mifGons  or  acknowledgments  hereafter  avail  you,  as  your       IL 
company  have  of  old  been  fi^pported  by  the  royal  favours,  ^-—"v—' 
I  have  therefore  wrote  to  you,  you  will  aft  as  you  think      '764- 
advifeable,  and  fpcedily  fend  me  an  anfwcr." 

Along  with  this  letter,  which  was  direfted  to  the  pre-  War  with 
fident  and  council  of  Calcutta,  Major  Carnac  reeeived  ano-  ti» » ""c- 
iher  for  himfelf,  much  to  the  fame  purport.    1  he  refolu-  ^"^^^^^^  ^^' 
tions  of  the  council  upon  thefe  remonftrances  of  Sujaji 
Dowlah  were,  not  to  hearken  to  any  of  his  arguments,  but 
inftantly  to  begin  an  ofFenfive  war  5  «'  it  being,"  fay  tlicy, 
in    their  inftruftions  to  Major  Carnac,   ••   beyond   ail 
doubt,  that  our  fuccefles  againft  the  powers  of  this  cm- 
pire,havebeen  owing  to  adingofFenfively,  and  always  pufh- 
ing  the  attack;  and  this  appears  the  more  neceiTary  at  this 
time,  as  the  ill  difpoHtion  of  our  troops  is  likely  to  be  in- 
creafed  by  nothing  fc^much  as  inat^ion/' 

At  this  time,  indeed,  the  affairs  of  the  Englifh  appear  Bad  fitua. 
to  have  worn  but  a  very  indifferent  afpe£):,  as  well  on  ac-  tion  pf  ^^^ 
count  of  the  ftrength  of  the  enemies  forces,  as  of  the  ^?^^'^  *^' 
mutinous  and  difobedient  fpirit  of  the  troops  of  the 
compsmy  themfelves.  The  aftivity  and  fpirit  of  the  In- 
dians was  no  doubt  augmented  by  the  death  of  Major 
Adam^,  whofe  name  had  been  for  a  long  time  fo  formida- 
ble in  that  part  of  the  world.  While  he  lived,  therefore, 
the  princes  who  fecretly  were  in  the  interefts  of  Mir  Cof- 
fim  thought  ft  prudent  to  keep  themfelves  quiet ;  but  now, 
being  no  longer  under  any  fuch  reftraint,  they  openly  ef- 
poufed  his  caufe  by  taking  the  field.  The  ftate  of  affairs  at 
that  time  will  be  beft  underllood  from  the  report  of  Col. 
Munro  to  the  Houfe  of  Common^.  In  the  month  of  April 
1764,  he  had  orders  to  return  to  Europe  with  fuch  of  his 
majefty*s  troops  as  did  not  choofe  to  inlifl  in  the  fervice  of 
the  company,  but  was  prevented  from  embarking,  by  two 
exprefTes  from  Bengal^  which  brought  intelligence  that 
S\ijah  Dowlah  and  Mir  CofGm  had  entered  the  province 
with  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men  5  that  Major  Adams 
was  deadand  the  compahy's  affairs  in  the  utmofl  danger  5 
for  which  reafons  it  was  requefted,  that  he  would  take 
upon  him  the  command  of  as  many  troops  as  could  be 
fpared  from  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  and  with  them 
join  the  army  at  Patna,  were  he  (hould  take  the  command 
of  the  whole  j  Major  Carnac,  to  whom  the  command  ha4 
been  refigiied  by  Major  Adams,  being  obliged  to  aft  on 
the  dcfenfive  by  the  numerous  forces  of  Sujah  Dowlah, 
who  had  invaded  the  province. 

«  I  found,"  fays  the  colonel,  *<  the  army,  Europeans  as 
well  as  feapoys,  mutinous,  deferting  to  the  enemy,  threaten- 


3«  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

i 

CHAP,  ing  to  carry  pff  their  oflicers,  demanding  an  augmentation* 
n.       of  pay,  and  large  fums  of  money,  which  they  faid  the  na- 
tg/V>J  bob  had  promifed,  and  difobedient  tp  all  order.  Four  hun* 
X764-     dred  Europeans  had  gone  off  to  tfie  enemy,  in  a  body, 
jTome  time  beJFore.     It  being  neceflary,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
conquer  this  mutinous  difpofition,  I  went  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  king's  and  company's  Europeans  from  Patna, 
with  four  field-pieces  of  artillery  to  Chippera,  one  of  the' 
cantonments.    The  very  day,  or  the  day  after  I  arrived,  ^ 
jvhole  battalion  of  feapoys  went  away  to  join  the  enemy.* 
I  immediately  difpatched  an  hundred  Europeans,  and  a 
battalion  of  feapoys,  to  bring  them  back  to  me.     The  de- 
tachment  came  up  with  them   in  the  night-time,  and 
brought  them  back  to  Chippera.     I  defired  the  officers  to 
pick  me  out  fifty  men  of  the  worft  charafters,  and  who, 
they  thought,  might  have  enticed  the  battalion  to  defert  to 
the  enemy  5  and  out  of  thefe  fifty,  "to  choqfe  out  twenty- 
four.  Thefe  laft  being  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  found 
guilty  of  mutiny  and  defertion,  were  fentenced  to  death, 
the  manner  being  left  to  me.     I  immediately  ordered  four 
fouTdd-cr- °^^   of  the   twenty-fpur  to  be  tied  to   the  guns,   and 
ter»  blown- the  artillery  officers  to  prepare  to  blow  them  away.    A 
away  £rom  remarkable    circumftance  occurred :  four  grenadiers  lie-* 
oioznnonV^^^^^^^^^  that,  as  thcy  ;always  had  the   poft  of  honour, 
'  they  thought  they  were  intitied  to  be  firft  blown  away  : 

the  four  battalion-men  were  untied  from  the  guns,  and  the 
four  grenadiers  tied  and  blown  away ;  upon  which,  the 
European  officers  pf  the  battalions  of  feappys,  who  were 
then  in  the  field,  came  and  told  me,  that  the  feapoys  would 
not  fufFer  any  more  men  to  be  blown  away.  I  ordered  the 
artillery-officers  to  load  the  four  field-pieces  with  grape- 
fliot,  and  draw  up  the  Europeans,  with  their  guns  in  the 
intervals  j  defired  the  officers  to  return  at  the  heads  Pf  their 
battalions  ;  ordered  ^em  immediately  to  ground  their 
arms,  and  if  one  of  them  attempted  to  move,  I  would  give 
orders  to  fire  upon  them,  and  treat  them  the  fame  as  if 
they  were  Sujah  Dowlah's  army.  They  did  ground  their 
arms,  and  did  not  atteinpt  to  take  them  up  again,  upqn 
which,  I  ordered  ^xteen  more  of  the  twenty-four  men,  to 
be  tied  to  the  guns  by  force,  and  blown  away  the  fame  as 
at  firft,  which  was  done,  I  ordered  the  other  four  to  be 
carried  to  a  cantonment,  where  there  had  been  a  defertion 
,  of  the  feapoys  fope  time  before,  with  pofitive  orders  of 
the  commanding  officier,  to  blo^^  them  away  in  the  fame 
jnanner  as  before,  which  was  accordingly  done." 

This  dreadful  execution  having  put  an  end  to  the  mutiny 
and  defertion  prevalent  in  the  army,  the  colonel  was  ena- 
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jMcd  to  take  the  field  agaiiift  the  enemy  with  feme  hopes^'oY  dif  A  P . 
Aiccefs.      His  forces, indeed,  confilled  efbut  a  few  thou-       H-. 
iand  men,  of  whom,  fcarce  a  feventh-pait  were  Europeans^  C^V%^ 
which  fmall  number  was  probably  defpifed  by  his  enemies,      17^4* 
whom  no  experience   had  yet  taught  to  avoid  a  pitched 
battle  ^w^ith  European  commanders.  A  long  feries  of  Mrars,* 
indeed,  -which  to  them,  were  only  a  continuation  of  loffcs- 
and  defeats,  had  at  laft  taught  the  Indians  fomething  of 
the  European  manner  of  fighting,  and  polling  themfelves/ 
in  proper  fituations,  to  prevent  their  being  attacked  at  a 
difadvantage.     Owing  to  this,  and  fomc  inftruftions  they 
had  received  from  certain  Europeans,  the  BritiOi  comman- 
der found  his  enemies  fo  advantageouily  polled,   that  he^ 
did  not  choofe  to  make  an  immediate  attack*    The  Indian^ 
army,  at  this  time,  lay  at  Buxard,  about  one  hundred  miles^ 
above  Patna,  with  a  morafs,  well  lined  with  cannon  inBattI«of 
front ;  their  troops  alfo  ftretched  out,  to  fuch  a  length,  as^^*^^^' 
muft  neceflarily  out-flank  the  Britifh  forces,  let  them- be 
extended  as  wide  as  polfible.     At  one  end  of  the  morafs, : 
was  a  fmail  wood,  which  the  Indians  had  taken  care  to  oc-  .. 

cupy  lArith  a  fufficient  number  of  men,  who  would  not 
fail  to  annoy  the  Britiih  army  very  much,  ihould  they  niake 
any  attempt  on  that  fide,  as  the  cannon  in  front  threaten- 
ed the  moft  dreadful  dcilruftion,  Ihould  they  march  di-  . 
redly  up. 

Major  Munro,  having  encamped  juft  without  the  reach 
of  the  cannon-lhot  of  die  enemy,  and  taken  proper  mea- 
fures  for  haying  his  line  of  battle  formed,  in  cafe  of  any , 
fudden  emei^gency,  found  them  in*  motion  to  attack  him,  * 
abouAight  o'clock  in  the  piorning  of  the  fecond  day  of  * 
his  encampment.     The  aftion  began  about   »ine,  with  a  ^ 
difcharge  of  the  Indian  cannon  on  the  Britifh  troops  ;  and,  r 
as  one  of  their  batteries  played  upon  his  flank,  Major 
Munro  detached  a  battalion  of  feapoys,  with  one  gun,  too 
endeavour  to  filence  it,  which  was  efFeded  by  this,  ^nd.  ? 
another  battalion  afterwards  fent  to  fupport  it.     Having  ' 
then  made  proper  difpofitions  for  avoiding  the  morafs,  and^  ^ 
clearing  the  fmall  wood  already  mentioned,  the  two  ar-* 
mies  cam?  to  clofe  adtion.    The  difpute  was  now  foon  de-  ^^^^  f,,. 
cidcd  ;  the  Indians  were  totally  routed  before  twelve,  and  dian«i  de- 
moving  flowlyoff,  the  major  ordered  the  line  to  break  in-%at«^^* 
to  the  columns  and  purfue.  '* 

In  his  account  of  this  battle,  the  major  informs  us,  that,  " 
about  two  mUes  from  the  fcene  of  adtion,  there  was  a^ri-  \ 
vulet,  where  the  enemy  had  a  bridge  of  boats,  which  they 
pierced  afid  funk  before  the  rear  of  theij  array  got  over. 
Thus,  about  two  tlioufandof  them  were  drowned  oriluck  * 


s« 
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CHAP,  in  the  mud  ;  ncycrthclefs,  it  w?w  the  beft  piece  of  generajk 
n^       fliip  Sujah  Dowlah  fliewed  that  day  ;  for,  had  major  Mun- 

(yY>j  ro  croffcd  the  rivulet,  which  he  might  have  done  by  means 
17^4-  of  the  boats,  the  whole  of  Sujah  Dowlah's  army  would  ei^ 
ther  have  been  taken,  or  drowned  in  the  camaffa.  The 
jewels,  alfo,  belonging  to  him  and  Mir  Cofiim  would  alfo 
have  been  taken,  the  value  of  which  was  computed  at  up-? 
wards  of  two  millions  fterling. 

The  Englifh  army  confifted  of  little  mote  dian  four  thou-r 
fand  men,  of  which,  not  above  a  thoufand  were  Euro- 
peans. The  nabob^s  army  was  not  lefs  than  forty  thoufead 
men.  The  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Englifh  army, 
amounted  to  eight  hundred  and  forty-feven  5  of  the  na^ 
bob's,  two  thoufand  were  killed  in  the  field  of  battle,  ex» 
clufive  of  thofe  that  were  drowned.  The  major  had  not 
furgcons  to  drefs  his  own  wounded,  and  could  not  give 
the  wounded  of  the  enemy  any  affiftance  ;  but  he  went 
five  days  together,  to  give  ri«e  and  water  to  fuch  of  them 
as  would  take  it. 

The  day  after  the  battle,  the  Mogul  himfelf,  -vrho  had 
been  kept  a  ftate  prifoner  in  the  camp  of  Sujah  Dowlah, 
wrote  a  letter  to  major  Munro^  felicitating  him  on  his 
vidory,  and  defiring  to  be  taken  under  the  prote^Siion  pf 
the  Englifh ;  on  which  condition,  he  promifed  to  give 
them  Sujah  Dowlah's  country,  or  any  thing  elfe  they  plea- 
fed.  This  requett  w^is  complied  with,  after  permifTiori  had 
been  obtained  from  tlie  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta  ; 
and  the  Mogul,  who  had  left  Sujah  Dowlah's  camp  the 
night  before  the  battle,  was  taken  under  the  proteftion  qf 
the  Englifh  commander.  ,  v- 

^    .  Sujah  Dowlah,  not  difheartened  by  his  bad  fuccefs,  fent 

-*  his  minifter  to  major  Munro  with  overtures  of  peacC  5  but 
this  was  refufed,  unlefs,  under  the  condition  of  deliver^ 
ing  up  Mir  CofTim,  and  the  affaffin  Soraers,  or  Soomeroo, 
The  latter  was  by  birth  a  German,  and  a  genjfal  olEcer  iri 
the  nabob's  fervice.  He  had  before  been  a  ferjeant  in  that 
.of  France,  from  whence  he  had  deferted  to  the  Englifli, 
and  from  them  to  Mir  CofTim.  Sujah  Dowlah,  however, 
refufed  to  give  up  either  the  one  or  the  other  5  on  which 
the  major  declared,  that  he  would  not  malce  peace  w^it^ 
him  otherwife,  even  though  •  he  fliould  ofJ'er  him  all  the 
treafures  he  polTefTed.  On  this,  the  nabob  fent  anotl\er 
mefTagc,  informing  the  major,  that  if  he  would  make  peace 
with  him,  he  would  put  him  on  a  way,  of  getting  into  has 
power,  both  Mir  Cofiim  and  Soomeroo.  The  mini  iter 
then  defired  him  to  let  captain  Stables  go  with  Iiim  to  the 
nabob's  camp,  as  he  pcrfeftly  underdood  the  la'^guage 
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tlie  captain  confented  to  rifque  himfelf  in  this  expeditioni  CH  AP. 
but  returned  with  an  anfwer,  that  Sujah  Dowlah,  would       II. 
not,  by  any  means,  confent  to  give  up  either  Mir  Coffin^  CW>J 
br  Soomeroo  •,  but  if  the  major  would  fend  two  or  three      1764. 
Englilh  gentlemen,  who  knew  Soomeroo,  the  nabob  pro- 
mifed  to  lend  for  him  to  an  entertainment,  and  in  prefence 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  he  would  order  him  to  be  put  to  death. 
At  the  fame  time,  a  fum  of  money  was  offered  to  Captain 
Stables,  to  prevail  with  the  major  to  agree  to  his  terms  of 
peace ;  <«  But,  fays  major  Munro,  in  his  account,  as  I  never 
would  do  this,  die  next  thing  to  be  confidered  was,   the 
driving  Sujah  Dowlah  entirely  out  of  his  country,  and  the 
manner  of  fettling  it*" 

The  expulfion  of  the  nabob  fecmed  now  indeed  to  be 
a  matter  of  ao  great  difSculty :  The  battle  of  Buxard  had 
proved  fo  decifive,  that  the  enemy  now  loft  all  their  pot 
fei&ons  on  this  fide  the  river,  except  a  fingle  fort  named 
Chanda  Geer  ;,but  it  was  exceedingly  ftrong  by  nature, The Brltiffi 
and  commanded  by  an  Indian  unufually  valiant  and  faith- *'«P»*^cd  w 
ful-  It  ftood  on  the  top  of  a  rocky  hill,  on  the  very  brink  q^*"  * 
ofthe  river  Ganges,  by  which  it  might  eafily  be  fupplied        '    - 
with  provifions,  while  the  hill  itfelf  afforded  fuch  num* 
bers  of  ftones  that  no  other  weapon  feemed  neceflary  for 
its  defence.    Notwithftanding  the  difficulty  of  the  enter- 
prife,  however,  the  Britifh  commander,  after  battering  the 
walls,  and  making  a  breach,   ordered  an  attack  in  the 
night  time,  hoping  to  find  the  enemy  afleep,  and  ofi^  their 
guard  as  ufuaL*  But  their  intercourfe  With  the  Europeans 
had  now  taught  them  better ;  they  were  not  only  awake, 
but  well  prepared  for  the  reception  of  their  enemies : 
Such  voUies  of  ftones  were  difcharged  by  the  garrifon, 
who  made  ufe  of  both  hands  and  feet  on  the  occafion,  that 
the  afiailants  found  themfelves  obliged  to  abandon  the  en*' 
terprize,  after  lofing  a  confiderable  number  of  men,  and 
though  they  renewed  the  attack  next  night,  they  were  at- 
tended widi  no  better  fuccefs   than   before.      Colonel 
Munro,  therefore,  thinking   it  improper   to   wafte  his 
ftrength  on  a  place  fo  well  defended,  withdrew  his  forces, 
aad  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Baneras.    Shortly  after 
he  was  recalled  to  England,   and  the  command  of  the 
troops  devolved  upon  Sir  Robert  Fletcher. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sujah  Dowlah  raifed  a  new  army; 
but,  after  fome  fkirmiOies,  was  attacked  on  the  t4th  of 

*  At  the  cIof«  of  the  evening,  it  is  ufaal  for  every  Indian  foldier  to 
cat  an  inconceivable  quantity  of  rice,  and  many  take  after  it  fome  kind 
<rf drugs;  fo  that  aboHC  midnight  the  whole  army  is  often  in  a  dead 
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.  CH*AP.  Januaty,  i765,,and, driven  pff  the  field  by  the  new  c«n-' 

•11.  .    mandetywho  ne^ct  refolvcd  to  make  anothei:  attempt  on  fort 

Vr   i?   ^Chanda  Geey.  The.methotd  he  followed  was  precifcly  ^hc 

^.y^S'     fame  with  that  adx)pted  by  colonel  Munro,  and  his  fuccefs 

would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  no  better,  had  not  the 

garrifpn  mutinied  for  want  of  pay',  and  obliged  the  govcr- 

u'^'  14-     pQi^to  (urrender.  On  delivering  up  the  keys  to  Sir  Ro-' 

^         ^      bert,  he  regretted,  withtears,  his  not  being  able  to  make 

-  a  better,  defence,  and  that  the  mutinous,  difppfition  pf  his^ 

^^^*  *"  '  ,  garrifon  had  obliged  him  to  throw  hlmfelfion  the  mercy 

"  :.  ^    \  pf  the  enemy.  '^Ihave  endeavouredj"  .%s  he,^**  ^^'^^^ 

eLftQda;.      Ukj?  a  fpldlerj  bjit,  deferted,  by  my  prince,   and  left  ,^th 

Gcerfur-^  ^  mutinous  garrifon,  what  could  I  da?"  Thsp,  laying  his  - 

""^  *^^  "^  hand  op  the  kojran,  and  pointing  to  the  foldiers,  "  God 

^  and  you,"  adds  he,  "  are  witncfles,  chat  po  the  faith  of  the 

•   ^  Englifli  I  now  truft  my  life  and  fortune." 

,^    .  Xhe  yeduftion  of  Chanda  Geeif,  was  followed  by  that 

*  of  Eliabad,  the  enemies'  capital,  a  ftrong  qity,  fituated  be- 
EHabad  ^.XWG&n  fixty  and  feventy  miles  above  Chanda  Geer,  near  a 
taken.    "  ppintof  land  formed  by  the  jundion  of  the  rivers  Gan- 

fes  and  Yumna.    This  was  tie  laft  exploit  of  Sir  Robert 
'letcher,  who  was  now  fuperceded  by  general  Carnaic, 
whom  the  company  had  appointed  to  the  command    pf 
,  the  army,.  Having  no  enemy  tpface  him  in  the  field,  he 
^  difpofed  of  his  troops  in  fuch.a  manner  as  feeraed  moft 
advantageous  ^or  the  fecuring  of  his  new  conqucfe,  and 

*  keeping  the   country  quiet :    Sujah  Dowlah,  however, 
though  apparently  in  a  defperate  fituation,  was  refolvcd 

'  not  to  yield  to  his  hard  fate.    Findmg  his  own  troops  un- 
able tOvface  thofe.  of  the  company,  he  applied  to  the  Mah- 
..  ^rattas,  the  moft  warlike  of  all  the  Indians,  who  inhabit  the 
inountains  to  the  fouth-weft  of  his  territory.  .  Thefe  ,ncw 
en^nies,  however,  though  formidable  to  their  neighbowrs, 
were  utterly  unable  to  cope  with  the  Englifti  forces.  Oa 
May  aofr     the  aoth  of  May,  this  year,  they  were  defeated,  and  o.b* 
*  V    ..^    liged  to  retire  with  precipitation  into  their  own  country  ; 
which  fo  deprefled  the  unhappy  nabob j  that,  he  furren- 
^^i^^         ,d^red  himfelf  to  General  Carnac,  without ,  making  any 
furrcndcrs  ^^bcr  ftipula.tion  in  hi3  own  favour  than  that  the  general 
himfelf.      &ould  await  the  decifion  of  Lord  Clive  concerning  him. 

In  .the  beginning, of  February,  died  ^eer  Jaffier,  the 

MccrTaf-  i^bob  of  Bengal,     The  fucceffiou  was  difpu ted  betwixt 

«crdic8.     his  fon  NaJeAi  U  Dowlah,  a  ,priaQe  about  eighteen  yearis 

i..      f     :    of  age,  and  a  grandfcjn  by  Mifan,  hisdeceafed  eldeft  fon, 

gt  that  time  only  about  feven.  According  to  the  Englifh 

'    ^  laws  of  fucceflion,  the  title  was  in  favour  of  the  lattef, 

but  as  the  Mahometan  cullom  fupportcd  the  former,  and 

he  was  looked  upon  to  be  of  a  moderate  temper,  and  poC- 
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^ed  of  little  ambition,  it  was  determined  in  a  council  at  C  H  A  P< 
Calcutta  to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  Jlajcni.     A  debate        IL 
arofe  concerning  the  ternis  on  which  he  mould  be  admit-  *-  "/^-^ 
ted  to  his  riew  dignity.    The  late  nabob  had,   by  treatj^      '^^ 
been  obliged  to  fupport  an  army  of  twelve  thoufand  hori?^ 
and  as  niany  foot,  but  it  was  noW  thoiight  proper  to  accept  _. 
of  a  pecuniary  compenfation  inftead  of  this  army  i  a  re-  nabobot 
folution  was,  therefore,  pafled,  that  he  (hould  fettle  on  the  B«njpK 
Eaft  India  Company,  a  part  of  his  revenue,  amounting  to  l**'^i^ 
hiore  than  B6ci,oooi.  fterling,  annually )  that  he  (hould  t},^  coi^ 
lUft^d  his  favourite  and  prime  minifter,  Nunconiar,  re-  paoy't 
Ctlibg  in  his  room,  a  perfoii  appointed  by  the  council^  »^*«*»* 
who  was  likewife  to  aft  in  the  capacity  of  governor  to  the 
nabob  himfelf ;  the  council  was  alio  to  have  a  negative 
on  the  nomination  of  all  the  fuperihteudants  or  colleftora 
of  his  revenues ;  he  was  to  take  theit  advice,  receive  their 
tomplaints,  and,  in  fhort,  to  a£t  in  ail  entire  fttbferviencjf 
te  their  win  and  pleafure  in  all  things. 

The  young  prince  had  difcernment  enough  td  perceive 
the  thraldom  intended  for  him,  and  oppofed  the  treaty  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power.  His  rcjmonftrances  were  in  vain ; 
he  was  obliged  to  fign  it  without  the  fmalleff  abatement 
or  relaxation  of  terms  ;  nay,  to  add  id  his  mortification^ 
he  was  not  orily  compelled  to  part  with  his  great  favorite 
Nuncomar,  but  to  fend  him  to  Calcutta  to  be  tried  for  a 
treafonable  correfpondence  with  Sujah  Dowlah.  The  un- 
nappy  prince  ufed  evcty  method  in  his  power  to  prevent 
the  deftrudlion  of  one  fo  dear  to  him,  but  to  no  purpofe } 
though  he  at  laft  declared,  that  he  would,  ill  peirfon,  at- 
tend hitri  in  his  journey,  in  ordef  to  be  prefent  at  thd  trial  i 
and  Nuncomar  himfelf  oflFercd  1 40,6001.  fteHirig  to  avoid 
the  clanger  5  at  laft|  however,  he  was  fet  at  liberty  evert 
without  a  trial. 

By  this  time  lord  Clive  i^zs  arrived  at  fieiigal.  with  liri-      .    . 
limited  powers  iroal  the  company,  lodged  in  nimfelf  as  jjouTQii^e. 
tommander  in  chief,  prefident  and  governor.  His  lordftiip 
^  accompanied  with  four  other  gentlemen,  viz.  Mr* 
Sumaiet,  brigadier-general  Carnac,  Mr.  Vatelt^  and  Mn 
Sykes,  who,  along  with  him,  were  denonlinated  a  lele£l 
committee,  and  were  authorized  to  aflt  entirely  indepen- 
dent of  the  counciL     The  other  fervants  of  the  Com*    . 
i>any  were  Hot  a  little  furprized  and  incenfed  at  fuch  a 
tomplicatlon  of  powers  in  theperfori  of  onie  m^n,  efpe-* 
cially  when  they  found  he  had  brought  along  with  him  Di^ciitioiit 
tovenantj,  to  be  figned  by  them.felves,  engaging  to  accept  com^plny^i 
of  no  more  prcfents  from  the  natives  on  any  account  fcrvsuitt* 
iifhatevcr.    This  was  the  more  mortifying,  aS  the  cultoia 
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CH  AP.  of  making  pfefents  to  thofe  from  whom  even  the  admi- 
II.       niftration  of  jufticc  is  expefted,  prevails  univerfally  over 
{^^^Y\J  the  eaft,  and  it  was  by  the  prefents  made  to  them  that  the 
^7^4'     company's  fervants  had  been  enabled  to  acquire  their  for- 
tunes, or  indeed  even  to  live  comfortably ;  the  fca«ty  al- 
lowance of  their  mailers  being  infufficicnt  to  maintain 
them  with  any  decency. 

Before  thefe  orders  of  the  company  were  made  public, 
ihc  late  treaty  had  been  figned,  and  large  prefents  as  ufual 
made  to  the  deputies.  It  was  not  imagined,  that  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  new  orders  could  be  attended  with  aiiy 
retro fpeft  :  neverthelefs,  as  thefe  orders  had  been  in  the 
country,  though  not  publiflied,  before  the  figning  of  the 
treaty,  a  rigorous  enquiry  was  inftituted  into  all  the  tranf- 
aftions  from  the  time  lord  Clive  landed,  and  feveral  re- 
folutions  were  formed  by  the  feleft  committee,  refle£Hng 
feverely  on  the  condudl  of  thofc  who  had  received  the 
prefents. 

By  this  laft  preceeding,  the  diflention  which  had  al- 
ready begun  to  lake  place,  was  inflamed  to  a  very  great 
degree,  and  the  mcft  violent  difputcs  took  place  between 
the  partifans  of  the  feledi  committee,  and  thofe  of  the 
council.  On  the  part  of  the  former  it  was  urged,  that  by 
the  cuftom  of  accepting  prefents,  all  kind  of  juftice  and 
virtue  had  been  loit  among  the  fervants  of  the  company. 
Luxury,  corruption,  and  venality,  had  been  introduced 
to  all  extreme  degree  ;  and  every  thing  had  given  way  to 
the  defire  of  accumulating  immenfc  fortunes  in  a  fliort 
time  ;  and  of  this,  feveral  ftriking  inftances  were  produ^  ^ 
ced ;  particularly  of  fome  who,  in  the  fpace  of  two 
years,  had  acquired  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
others  who  had  amafled  a  million  and  an  half  in  no  very 
long. time.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  anfwered,  that  the 
gentlemen  in  queftion  had  been  of  the  greateft  fervice  to 
the  company,  and  that  to  them  alone  was  owing  the  pre- 
fcnt  happy  eftablifliment  of  the  company's  affairs ;  that 
not  a  firtgle  point  had  been  given  up  in  confequence  of 
thefe  prefents,  nor  indeed  had  they  been  accepted  until 
t}\e  treaty  was  fully  concluded  j  nay,  though  offers  had 
been"  made  to  a  larger  amount  than  that  of  the  prefents 
themfelves,  on  the  part  of  the  nabob,  they  had  been  uni- 
formly reje£ied ;  not  to  mention,  that  fuch  rigorbus  en- 
quiries came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  thofe  who  had 
already  acquired  princely  fortunes  by  the  very  means 
which  they  now  fo  much  condemned  j  the  allowance  of 
the  company  was  too  fmall  even  to  afford  fubfiftence  in  , 
The  country  ;  nor  could  it  be  fuppofed,  that  gentlemen 
would  undergo  the  multitude  of  dangers  to  which  they 
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were  expofed  in  the  Eaft*Indies  for  fuch  trifling  falaries,  CHAP. 
uniefs  the  company  allowed  them  to  make  their  fortune  in        IL 
fome  other  way.  LAY\J 

The  diffentions  were  ft  ill  farther  increafed  by  an  arbi-  1765. 
trary  exertion  of  power  in  the  committee,  with  regard  to 
filling  up  the  vacancies  in  the  council  of  Calcutta.  In- 
flead  of  nominating  thofe  gentlemen  whofe  feriiority  in 
fcrvice  entitled  them  to  the  fucceflion,  they  fent  for 
others  of  a  much  (horter  (landing  from  Madras.  This,  it 
is  faid,  produced  a  memorial  to  the  direftors  at  home, 
and  a  very  fevere  fcrutiny  into  the  powers  by  which  the 
felecl  committee  had  been  aUthonfed  to  take  io  much 
upon  them  ;  but  the  latter,  regardlefs  of  every  ftep  of  thi« 
kind,  proceeded  in  the  full  exercife  of  the  unlimited  au- 
thority with  which  they  had  been  invefted  ;  fometimes 
making  the  council  acquainted  with  their  Iranfaciions, 
but  never  allowing  them  to  give  an  advice  or  opinion 
with  refpe<ft  to  them. 

Lord  Clive-  having  thus  fettled  the  company's  affairs, 
in  relation  to  the  management  of  their  fervants,  next  pro-  SujahDow. 
ceeded  to  Eliabad,  with  full  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  lahrcftorcd. 
with  Sujah  Dowlah.  The  fate  of  that  unfortunate  prince 
now  turned  out  much  better  than  he  expefted.  Lord 
Clive  perceived,  that  by  depriving  him  of  his  pofleffions, 
the  territories  of  the  company  lay  expofed  to  perpetual  in- 
curfions  from  the  Mahrattas,  Afghans,  and  other  barba- 
rous nations,  who,  for  a  long  time,  had  fpread  ruin  and 
defolation  through  the  northern  parts.  He,  therefore,  re- 
folved  to  rcilore  him  to  his  kingdom,  as  he  alone  was  ca- 
pable of  defending  it ;  the  Mogul  family,  ever  fince  the 
fatal  invafion  of  Kouii  Khan,  having  been  utterly  unable 
to  retain  the  diftant  nabobs  in  fubje(fbion,  much  lefs  to 
defend  their  extenfive  dominions  againft  foreign  enemies. 
Thus  was  Sujah  Dowlah  converted,  at  once,  from  an  im- 
placable enemy  to  a  iledfaft  friend.  He  regained  poflcffion 
of  all  his  dominions,  excepting  a  fmall  territory  afligned 
to  the  Mogul, the  revenue  of  which  amounted  to  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  company  were 
conftituted  the  Mogul's  perpetual  dewans^  or  receivers 
of  his  revenues  from  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  for  which 
they  were  to  pay  an  annual  fum  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty- five  thoufand  pounds,  b^fides  another  revenue  of 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds 
to  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  for  defraying  the  expences  of  ci- 
vil government,  and  the  fupport  of  his  dignity  5  while  the 
remjining  part  of  the  revenue,  belonging  to  the  company, 
was  calculated  by  lord  Clive  at  no  lefs  than  one  million  fe- 
wen  hundred  thouland  pounds  per  annum. 


'    A  It 


C    39    } 


CHAP,    m. 


Dijlurbances  in  the  American  cohnies  on  account  of  thejiamp 

fiSl Change  of  minijiry--^ Death  and  charaBer  of  th^ 

duke  of  Cumberland Parliamentary  debates  on  taxing 

the  colonies Stamp  ail  repealed Declaratory  and 

§tber  bills  pajfed »Nevf  change  ofminiftry. 

WHILE  the  affairs  of  Britain  flouriflied  in  the 
Eaft,  the  moft  fatal  diflentions  had  taken  place  be-  CH  AP^ 
tween  the  American  coloniils  and  the  mother  country  j      ^* 
and  which,  even  at  this  time,  feemed  ready  to  come  to  the  ^-^VX^ 
ultimate  decifion  of  all  human  difputes.  The  very  firft  ac-      '^^•^' 
counts  of  the  ftamp-aft  being  propofed,  had  occafioned 
great  diftilrbances,  which  were  further  encreafed  on  hear-  yj  i  n* 
ing  that  it  had  pafled  both  houfes  j  but  when  certain  in-  coramo. 
tcfiigence  arrived,  that  it  was  to  take,  place  in  its  full  ex-^»°o«Ja 
tent  by  the  beginning  of  November,  the  popular  fury^™*"^* 
broke  out  in  the  moft  outrageous  manner,  efpecially  at  of  the 
Boflon.  All  the  ihips  in  the  harbour  were  put  in  mourn-  Qamp-a^. 
ing,  the  bells  were  rungmutfled^  the  aft  was  printed  witb 
a  death's-head  affixed  to  it,  9nd  hawked  about  the  ftreets, 
under  the  title  of  «  The  folly  of  England,  and  ruin  of 
America/'     It  was  reprobated  by  numberlefs  eflays  in 
ncwfpapers  and  others,  one  of  which,  intitled,  «*  The  Con- 
Ritutional  Courant,  containing  matters  intercfting  to  li- 
berty, and  no  way  repugnant  to  loyalty,"  had,  for  a  de- 
vice, a  fnake  cut  into  thirteen  pieces,  each  marked  with 
the  initials  of  one  of  the  colonics,  with  the  motto,  Join  or 
iie^  in  large  letters  above.    Such  were  the  methods  by 
which  the  lower  claflcs  exprisfled  their  refentment,  and 
which  were  undoubtedly  countenanced  by  thofe  of  higher 
rat>k.     The  refentment  of  the  Jatter,  indeed,  though  lefg 
t>pei\ly  expxejQed,  was  no  lefs  determined.  Th<;  .^rgumenti 
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CHAP,  they  ufed,   confifted  moftly  of  thofe  which  were  fo  warm- 
Ill,      ly  agitated  on  this  fide  of  the  water  ;  but  two  obfervations 

\^/"VXj  feemed  peculiar  to  the  American  countenance.  One  was, 
'7^i-  that,  by  this  aft,  any  perfon  had  it  in  his  power  to  bring 
an  adtion  originating  at  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  at  the  diftance  of  two  thoufand  miles,  without  the 
aggrieved  party  being  able  to  bring  an  aflion  of  damages, 
even  though  the  judge  Oiould  certify  that  there  was  no  pro- 
bable caule  for  the  profecutlon.  The  other  was,  that 
judges  were  interefted  in  giving  a  decree  in  favour  of  the 
party  fuing  for  the  penalties  of  the  aft,  being  allowed,  by 
way  of  commiflion,  a  large  fhare  of  thefe  penalties. 

In  this  manner  things  proceeded  from  bad  to  worfe. 
The  aft,  as  printed  at  the  king's  printings  houfe,  and  fent 
to  America,  was  publicly  burnt,  along  with  the  effigies  of 
thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  had  the  moft  aftive  hand 
in  promoting  it  j  while  the  higheft  honours  were  paid  to 
fuch  members  of  parliament  as  had  diftingiiiihed  theioi- 
felves  by  their  oppolition.  The  'neWs  of  thefe  violent  pi^o- 
cecdings  intimidated  many  m afters  of  fhips  from  taking 
any  ftamps  on  board,  while  thofe  who  did,  fuifered  fevcre- 
ly  for  their  temerity,  being  obliged  to  furrender  their  car- 
goes into  the  hands  of  the  enraged  multitude,  who  treated 
the  ftamps  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  done  the  a£t 
itfelf.  In  ihort,  to  fuch  an  extremity  did  the  oppofition  to 
this  aft  arife,  that  by  the  time  it  ftiould  have  taken  place,, 
there  was  not  a  flieet  of  ftamped  paper  to  be  found  through-  ' 
out  the  continent,  excepting  fuch  as  had  been  protefted 
either  by  the  fliips  of  war,  or  depofited  in  fome  fortrefles 
on  land.  In  Canada,  the  news-printers,  who,  in  terms  of 
the  aft,  printed  on  ftamped  paper,  could  find  no  falc  for 
their  works ;  but  in  other  parts  of  the  continent,  this  bufi- 
nefs  went  on  as  ufual  without  ftamps,  the  piinters  alleg- 
ing, and  no  doubt  very  juftly,  that  they  durftdo  noother- 
'    wife  for  fear  of  the  popular  fury. 

The  fate  of  thofe  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  come 
from  Britain  as  commiflioners  of  the  ftamp  duties  may  ea- 
jfily  be  conjeftured.  Some  were  fain  to  return  from  whence 
they  came ;  others  obliged  to  renounce,  in  the  moft  pub- 
lic andfolemn  manner,  all  conneftion  with  their  intended 
office  5  and  thofe  who  had  refolution  to  hold  out  in  defi- 
ance of  all  danger,  had  their  hcufes  plundered  and  burnt, 
or  otherwife  deftroyed.  No  rank  or  quality  was  fufficient, 
to  proteft  from  thefe  outrages.  The  governor  of  New- York 
WHS  obliged  to  deliver  lip  a  fmall  quantity  of  ftamped  pa- 
per he  had  prefcr^^ed,  and  to  promife  that  he  fliould  never 
require  its  being  ufed,  merely  to  prevent  it  from  being  de» 
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ftroyed.  Other  governors  and  chief  jufticca,  on  whom  this  CHAP. 
difagreeable  fervice  had  devolved,  were  every  where  treated      III. 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  fliowcd  that  all  refpeft  and  deference  ^—  'v  -^ 
for  the  authority  of  the  mother  country  was  inftantly  to      '^^i- 
ceafe.  Many  of  the  higher  claffes  now  mixqd  with  the  po- 
pulace ;  provincial  aflemblies  refufed  to  concur  witli  their 
governors  in  attempting  to  fupprefs  thofe  difturbanccs ; 
nay,   when  the  rioters  happened  to  be  apprehended  and 
brought  before  them,  the  flighted  punifhmcnt  that  could 
with  decency  be  contrived  was  infliftcd  upon  the  delin- 
quents ;  and,  inftead  of  calling  in  the  military  to  quell  the 
mobs  which  happened  almoft  every  day,  the  cannon  be- 
longing to  the  forts    and  fliip-yards  were  fpiked  up,  left 
fome  hoftile  ufe  Ihould  have  been  made  of  them  by  the 
fervants  of  government. 

The  provincial  aflemblies,  finding  thcmfelves  fecon^d 
by  innumerable  meetings  of  people  of  all  ranks,  proceeded 
to  avow  their  independence  in  the  moft  explicit  terms* 
The  juftices  of  the  peace  in  a  diftridl  of  Virginia  refigned 
their  commifl[ion,  and  lawyers  chofe  rather  to  decline  bu- 
finefs  than  carry  it  on  with  (lamped  paper.  The  oppofition 
was  rendered  complete,  by  an  aflbciation  among  the  mer- 
chants, to  import  no  more  goods  from  Britain  after  the  ifl 
of  January,  1 766,  and  to  recal  thofe  orders  they  had  alrea- 
dy given,  if  not  aiifv/ered  before  that  time,  until  the  ftamp- 
aft,  as  well  as  thofe  relating  to  fugar  and  paper  money 
ihould  be  repealed ;  while  the  colonies  of  Virginia  and 
South-Carolina  threatened  to  put  a  flop  to  the  exportation 
of  tobacco,  an  article  of  immenfe  value  to  government,  on 
account  of  the  vaft  fum  annually  produced  by  the  duty  on 
its  importation  into  Britain. 

In  die  mean  time  the  Britxfh  miniftry,  whom  the  difcon-  ^^^^Z^  ®^ 
tents  in  America,  arid  the  violent  clamours  of  oppofition  \J^]  ^ 
at  home,  had  rendered  very  unpopular,  fell  alfo  under 
the  difpleafure  of  his  majefty,  the  caufe  of  which  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  little  refpe<Jl  fhewn  to  the  Princefs  Dowager 
of  Wales  in  the  framing  of  the  regency  bill  j  for,  in  its^  ori- 
ginal ftate,  her  name  was  not  mentioned  among  thofe  who 
in  the  event  of  the  crown  devolving  upon  a  minor,  were  to 
have  any  fhare  in  the  government.  The  new  adminiftration 
was  formed  on  the  recommendation  of  his  Royal  Highneli 
the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland.  It  confifted  of  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  j  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Conway,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  Secretaries  of  State,  and  the  ifuke 
of  Newcaftle,  Lord  Privy  Seal.  During  the  fliort  time  this 
Bew  miniftry  continued  in  office,  many  popular  a£h  were 
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CHAP,  pafled.     Nothing,  indeed,  could  be  more  unfavourable? 
III.       than  the  afpeft  of  affairs  when  they  firft  took  the  leiad. 
{,y^Y\J  The  colonies,  by  applying  to  Ireland  for  fuch  commodities 
^?*^i*      as  they  could  not  pofSbly  want,  had  greatly  benefited  that 
kingdom,  while  Britain  was  depreflfed  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion J  our  manufactures  were  at  a  ftahd,  provifions  ex- 
tremely dear,  and  a  miferable  populace  unemployed,  and 
in  a  ftarving  condition  ;  the  colonies  in  the  utmoft  ftate  of 
anarchy  and  confufion,  as  has  already  been  related,  and  po« 
pular  liccntioufnefs  carried  to  fuch  an  height  as  could  be 
exceeded  only  by  an  aftual  rebellion.    It  cannot,  indeed^ 
he  fuppofed,  that  the  Americans  were  totally  free  of  in- 
convenience from  the  effefts  of  their  non-importation 
agreement;  but  their  warehoufes  were  full  of  Britifh 
goods  as  yet  unpaid,   while  their  country  affording  moft 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life  in  great  abundance,  prevented  the 
inhabitants  from  being   equally  affcAed  with  thofe   of 
Britain.  There  was  a  neceffity,  therefore,  of  inftantly  en- 
forcing the  ftamp-aft  by  the  extremes  of  war,  or  of  re- 
feeath  and  pealing  it  altogether.    In  chis  fituation,  the  miniftry  lofl: 
chara<acr    jj^gjj.  iHuftrious  patron,  William  Duke  of  Cumberland, 
l!fCumb^!^^°  died  the  31ft  of  Odobcr,  1765.    He  had  felt  fome  ' 
l^nd.        '  fymptoms  of  illnefs  the  preceding  night,  which,  however, 
were  fo  flight,  that  they  did  not  prevent  him  from  prepar- 
ing to  affift  at  one  of  the  councils  frequently  held  to  bring 
matters  forward  for  the  confideration  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil.   Here  he  was  fuddenly  taken  ill  again,  and  almoft  in- 
llantly  fell  fenfelefs  in  to  the  arms  of  the  Earl  of  Albemarle. 
The  death  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  was  univerfally  la-» 
mented,  with  the  molt  fincere  marks  of  affli£lion.    He 
pofleffed  every  quality  requifite  to  adorn  the  high  ftation 
in  which  he  was  placed.  To  the  knowledge  of  letters  he  ad- 
ded a  confummate  experience  in  the  art  of  war,  fo  that 
lie  was  univerfally  allovired  to  be  one  of  the  beft  foldieri 
in  Europd  j  nor  was  he  lefs  verfant  in  the  arts  of  peace» 
at  the  fame  time  that  his  exlenfive  benevolence,  and  which 
difplayed  itfelf  in  his  countenance,  rendered  him  a  blef- 
fing  to  all  around  him.    He  laid  out  the  greateft  part  of 
the  revenue,  fettled  upon  him  for  his  fervices,  in  improving 
Windfor  Park,  which,  by  the  free  accefs  to  it,  was  tender- 
ed in  fome  meafure  almoft  as  much  the  property  of  the 
-*^  fubjedi  as  of  the  favereign. 

By  the  death  of  thi«  iHuftrious  perfonage,  the  miniftry 
found  themfelves  obliged  to  encounter  a  inoft  formidable 
oppofition,  compofed  not  only  of  thofe  who  had  been  ac- 
tive in  framing  the  .ftamp-aft,  but  alfo  of  many  who  at 
firft  had  appofed  it*   The  former  contended,  that  it  was 
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^'tttt  ptopet,  as  it  kU  originally  beeni  to  enforce  the-CH  AP. 
JtamfvaA..  i  and  the  latter^  that  though  the  adl  was  ia  it-      IIL 
fetlimproper,  the  enforcement  of  it  now  became  abfolutely  sl^-v^*^> 
aeeeflaty,  that  the  authority  of  the  mother  country  over      <7^5* 
Iter  colpnies  might  be  preferved  inviolate^ 
^    On  the  meeting  of  parliament,  December  17th  t^jCg,  a 
coniideration  of  the  American  affairs,  and  of  the  "^oft  Sjrifa^^S 
proper  methods  for  reftoring  tranquillity  to  the  colonies  was  on  the  a^ 
fecommeoded  from  the  throne,  and  a  i  "ommendation  of  mcrican  nU 
the  fame  kind  was  given  in  ihc  fpcech  wi^     .  followed  the  ^^^* 
recefs  on  the  Chriftmas  holidays.  In  taking  thefe  matters 
into  confideratidn,  the  parliamentary  right  of  taxing  the 

t  colonies  was  debated  in  the  moft  full  and  ample  manner^ 
and»  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  moderation  of  temper  feU 
dom  or  never  to  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  fubfequent  de*' 
bttes^  either  public  or  private,  which  were  carried  on  dur- 
ing this  unhappy  conteft. 

'  On  the  part  of  the  Americans,  it  was  argued,  from  the 
^natural  lightj}  of  mankind,  the  original  dengn  of  govern* 
^nent,  which  was  the  good  of  fociety,  as  well  as  from 
Magna  Charta,.that  no  Britifli  fubje£k  can  be  legally  taxed 

.  but  with  bis  dwn  confent^  or  that  of  his  reprefentatives  ; 
^snd,  as  the  Americans  were  not  reprefented  in  Parliament, 
they  could  not  of  confequence  be  legally  taxed.  Examples 
ivere  brought  from  the  counties  palatine  of  Chefter,  Dur-* 
ham,  and  Lancafter,  the  marches  of  Wales,  and  from  the 
^clergy  ;  none  of  all  thefe  being  for  a  long  time  fubje£l  to 
parliamentary  taxation.  It  was  not,  however,  denied,  that 
<Pariiiimeiit  had  a  right  to  tax  the  colonies  externally,  by 
4ayifig  duties  on  their  ports,  or  thofe  injoined  by  the  navi- 
-gadon*a£t  ^  but  thofe  complained  of  were  the  internal 
•taxes,  which  coittd  be  levied  only  by  the  body  of  the 
people.  ' 

*  To  this  It  was  replied,  That  the  conftttutton  of  the 
'  '«cmntr7  was  akeady  fixed,  and  confequently,  that  no  argu- 

\mcf^s  drawn  from  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  or  tht; 

*  <»rigimil'inilitmion  of  governments  could  now  be  of  any 
^nificsmon.  The  examples  adduced  were  aliedged  not  to 

r'bc  fair^  or  to  the  purpofc.  The  marches  of  W4les>  or  the  * 

-bc^eref  8,  were-  privileged  for  a  (hort  time,  on  account  of 
their  having  alBiled  King  Edwaid  in  his  wars.  One  of  the 
counties  palatine  was  taxed  fifty  years  before  it  fent  mem-     '    %* 
:1)er8  to  Fariiainent  $  ,aady  as  for  the  clergy^  they  never  • 
•  liiBem  to  havebt^n  free  from  parlianstentary  taxation.    At* 

-  gurnet^  ^ere<  like  wife  drawn  from  the  violent  dtfputesj^ 

-  and  ertajciyii  wars,  that  had  formerly  taken  place  among 
•«  ^  cokmies^  l»r-%4iic}v  their  incapacity  t^  goyffn  (heoH 

Vol..  V.  G 
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CHAP.'f elves  was  plainly  (hown  ;  and  kwa$  alledged^  that  they 

III.       mnft,  in  a  fhort  time,  fall  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  fome 

v-»*--v-'^^  foreign  power,  if  they  did  not  continue  in  fubjeftion  to- 

~  V^S-     Britain.  Laftly,  The  di(lin<ftion'  betwixt  external  and  in* 

ternal  taxation  was  &id  to  be  falhcious^  as  a  tax  laid  ovL 

any  particrJar  place  neceflarily  afFefts  the  whole  empire. 

The  oblip^:uion .  betwixt  the  niother  country  and  the  co- 

'     lon-ies  muft  be  natural  and  reciproealy  viz*  defence  on  the 

one  part,  and  obedience  on  the  other  ^  and,  if  the  colon iea 

were  to  be  obedient  in  one  point,  they  muft  be  fo  i«  every 

©ther  or  not  at  ail. 

The  q:Uefl;ion,  however,  was  not  now  to  be  decided  by  , 
;rrgumentation.  The  whole  empirc>  on  chinas  well  as  the 
other  fide  of  tlie  Atlantic,  was  in  a  ferment.  Petitions  Ijad 
been  received  from  the  merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  an^ 
feveral  other  large  trading  towT»  of  England  and  ^  cotland, 
fetting  forth,  that,  by  the  n«\v  laws  and  regulations  relate 
>ri^  to  America,  trade  was  greatly  decayed  \  many  thou- 
fand  manufafturers,  feamen,  and  labourers,  who  had  for-, 
merly  been  empltyyed  in  various  departments  relative  to 
the  American  trade,  were  now  not  on^y  unemployed,  buf,  " 
that  the  total  (lagnation  of  that  trade  had  accafioned  many 
bankruptcies,  and  was  likely  to  occafion  many  more.  Th« 
petitioners  were  therefore  under  a  ncceflky  of  applying  to 
the  Houfe,  in  order  to  fecure  themfelves  and  families 
from  ruin,  to  prevent  a  multitude  of  manufa£lurers  froiA 
becoming  a  burden  to  the  community,  o?  emigrating,  ia 
order  to  feek  bread  in  foreign  countries,^  &c. 

A  petition,  to  the  fame  purpofe,  was  fent  from  thfe 
ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  others  from  the  colonies  of  Virginia 
and  Georgia,  fetting  forth  the  utter  inability  of  thefe  pro- 
vince^  to  pay  the  ftamp-duty.  But  neither  the  number  of 
petitions,  nor  the  arguments  of  miniftry,  had  any  effect 
upon  the  Oppofite  party.  On  the  contrary,  they  affcdled  to 
confider  the  petitions  themfelves,,  as  the  efFefts  of  mini(^ 
lerial  artifice  \,  but,  even  granting  them  to  be  genuine,  they 
contendedythat  it  was .  better  to  fubmit  to  a  temporary  in- 
convenience, than  totally  to  give  up  the  dependence  of  the 
colonies  on  the  mother-c6untry,  which  mud  infalliby  be 
the  confequence,  were  tl^  ftamp-aft,  at  this  time,  to  be. 
repealed. 

The  general  voice  of  the  nation,  hov/ever,_  was  fd  ftrong 

for  The  repeal  of  the  ftamp-acl>  thar  the  miniftry  at  lait 

th^7la':^>-  ^^^^^^'<^^  their  poiiit,  though,  when  the  bill,  for  this  purppfe, 

a.5l.       '     was  fent  to  the  upper  houfe,  no  fewer  than  thirty-three 

lords  entered  a  proteft  againll  it  at  the  fecprid.  reading,   . 

and  tweiaty-eiglit  at  tlie -third.  But  the  news  of  the  repeal 
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was  received  with  univerfal  demonftration«  of  jojr,  both  in  C  H  A  P. 
Great-Britain  and  America.  HI. 

That  the  miniftry  might  not  feem  to  be  wanting  in  their  ^-v*  ■* 
endeavours  to  preferve  the  authority  of  the  parent-ftate,  at      y  ^^* 
the  fame  time  that  they  repealed  the  ftamp-aft,  another  was  rylndolhcr 
pa^edj  to  indemnify  fuch  as  had  incurred  penahies  on  ac-  bin*  pai- 
count  of  it ;  and  a  requifition  was  alfo  made  to  the  pro-  ^^^' 
vinces  of  North-America,  to  make  proper  compenfation, 
to  fuch  as  had  fufFered,  on  account  of  their  adherence  to 
government,  during  the  late  exertions  of  popular  violence. 
An  zGt  was  likewife  paffed,  at  the  fame  time,  by  which 
the  dependency  of  the  colonies  on  Great-Britain,  was  de^ 
dared  in  the  moft  explicit  terms  ;  all  votes,  refolutions,or 
orders,  which  had  been  pafled  by  any  of  the  general  aflenv- 
blies  in  America,  by  which*  they  aflumed  to  themfelves, 
the  fole  and  exclufive  privilege,  of  taxing   his  majefty's 
fubjefts  in  the  coloniesi-were  annulled,  and  declared  con-/ 
torary  to  law,  derogatory  to  the  legiflative  authority  of  par- 
liament^ and  inconfiftent  with  their  dependency  upon  the 
crown,  • 

By  this  expedient,  of  framing  the  declaratory  bill,  it  wa« 
tfiottght,  that  the  honour  of  the  mother-country  would  be 
fufficiently  fafe,  and  ^at  the  Americans,  having  obtained 
what  they  fo  much  defired,  would  now,  with  one  confenf, 
return  to  their  duty.  At  the  fame  time,  to  (hew,  that  their 
dcfire  was  equally  great,  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  their 
own  countt7-men,  the  miniftry  procured  a  repeal  of  the  . 
cyder-a£l,  the  news  of  which,  was  received,  with  al- 
moft  as  much  joy  in  the  cyder-counties,  as  the  repeal  of 
As,  ftamp-a£t  had  been  in  America.  In  foreign  affairs  alfo^ 
they  interfered  with  fuccefs.  They  concluded  an  advan-» 
tageous  treaty  with  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  fettled  the. 
long-Gontefted  affiiir  of  the  Canada  bills,  and  Manilla  ranfom^. 
By  thefe  procjeedirigs,  they  had  become  extremely  agreeable) 
to  tj\e  pepple ;  but,  when  it  was  generally  imagined,  thatjj 
they  had  ^us' thoroughly  fixed  themfelves  in  oflice,  a  fud-. 
den  change  took  place.  On  the  30th  of  July,  1766,  ^bt^.^j^^j^  ^^ 
duke  of  Grafton  was  appointed  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,,M,niary. 
Ae  earl  of  Shelburne,  fecretary  of  ftate,  lord  Camden,^ 
lord  high  Chancellor,  right  honourable  Charles  Townfend, 
chan(;ellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  the  earl  of  Chatham 
(faifed  to  the  dignity  of  peerage  a  few  days  before)  lord- 
privy  feal ;  and  a  great  number  of  other  changes  wcr^ 
made  in  the  various  departments  of  ftate. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 


Great  expe^atiomformedfrom  ihf  new  Nitfj/lry.,-^—7beir  im* 

prudent  conduB Eaft-India  rfairs  brought  before  Par* 

liament,  fgatnft  the  inclinattQft  of  tU  Company. War 

Kv'itb  HyderAlly ReflriBions  impofedon  the  India  Cont'^ 

paf:y^—Conte^  with  the  Minijryj  and  temporary  accom-m 
tnodatlon  of  matters  luith  them, " 


THE  acceffion  cf  lord  Chatham  (forjfnerly  the  cele* 
brated  Mr.  Pitt)  to  the  new  miniftry,  gave  the  moft 
favourable  hopes  of  their  v^ife  and  vigorous  conduft  ;  but 
1766.      the  acceptance  cf  a  peerage,  had  not  only  diminiihed  hi» 
]xw*iaticns    popular  influence,  but  placed  him  in  a  difadvantageous  fitu^ 
jrom  the     ation,  as  he  had  no  longer  an  opportunity  of  exerting  that 
ficw  miiuf-  powerful  eloquence,  which,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  hsid 
'  *^^ '  often  produced  fuch  wonderful  eiFedts.  Many  people,  hoyr^ 

ever,  Jtill  continued  to  expect  great  things  ;  but  their  hopes 
were  finally  overthrown  by  his  lordihip's  bad  ftate  of 
health,  which,  after  an  unfucccfsful  trial  of  the  bath  wa^ 
ters,  obliged  him  to  relinquifh  all  attention  to  buCnefs,  fo 
that  the  other  minifters  were  left  to-a£l;  as  they  thought 
proper, 

.   The  conduft  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  was  not  at- 

Imprudent  tended  with  any  eclats   The  firft  affair  of  any  confcquencc 

rondudl:  of  -yvrhiph  engaged  their  attention,  was  the  high  price  of  pror 

In^iifiS-y.     vifions.     This   had  excited  great  complaints,  as  well  as 

tnmults,  throngh  many  parts  of  the  kingdcm>  fo  that,  in 

hot  a  few  inftances,  the  magiftrates  had  been  obliged  to 

call  in  the  military  to  fupprefs  them.     As  the  parliamcpi; 

^as   not  then  fitting,   two  proclamations  were  iffued,  of 

date  nth  and  26th   September,    17665    the   former  for 

putting  ip  fcr^e  tfoe  la^^  againft  foreJl^Uers,  ^c.  the  }at» 
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ter  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  cprn.   As  this  hft  prohi-  C  H  AP«; 
bhion,  however  neceifary  at  the  timef  could  not  h;ive  been      IV* 
legally  impofed  without  ^n  zQt  of  parliament)  wh^at  be*  t/v^W 
ing  ftill  below  the  price  at  which  it  might>  according  to      17^^- 
law,  have  been  exported,  tb^  miniftry  not  only  fubje&ed 
themfelves  to  ijie  popular  odium,  by  encroaclung  on  tbo 
privileges  of  parliament,  but  were  afterwards  obliged  to 
bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity  to  fecurp  the  framers  ot  theif 
new  law  from  puniihment.  On  thia  occafion  alfo,  the  firft 
fymptoms  appeared,  of  that  jealoufy  and  difai{e£tion  among 
themfelves,  whieh  afterwards  weakened  their  hands,  and 
occafioned  an  univerfal  langour  throughout  their  proceed-* 
ings. 

The;  great  fuccefs  of  the  Eaft-India  company  in  their  EaH-india 
treaties  with  the  Mogul  and  princes  of  Bengal,  has  been  company » 
already  rdated.    The  proprietors,  howeyer,  having  known  ^foiTht 
of  all  this  wealth  as  yet  only  by  report,  and  &en  dieir  fer-t  before  par* 
rants  return  waltowing.  in  rioies,  while  their  mafters  re4  Uament. 
ccived  little  pr  nothing,  began  to  infift  for  an  increafe  of 
dividend,  which  at  this  time  ilood  at  fix  per  cent,  the  bw-« 
eft  at  whidh  it  had  ever  been,  even  in  the  moft  diftrefied 
fituation  of  the  company's  affairs.  The  diredors,  whocon-* 
fidered  nothing  but  the  debts  of  the  company,  were  of  a 
quite  difibrent  opinipn ;  in  confequence  of  which,  two  fac- 
tbns  immediately  arofe,  whofe  difputes   produced   fuch 
oonfequences  a$  neither  party  at  the  time  had  dreamed  of» 
A  report  arofe,  that  government  defigned  to  interfere  in  the 
aflairs  of  India,  and,  though  this,  for  fome  time  gained  lit«- 
tfc  credit,  all  parties  were  fully  convinced  of  its  truth,  by 
a  written  meffage  from  the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury,  dated 
September  24th^  1766,  in  which  it  was  fet  forth,  that,"  As 
the  afiairs  of  the  Eaft-Iudia  company  had  been  mention-^ 
cd  in  parliament  laft  feigon,  it  was  very  probable  that  they 
might  be  taken  into  confideration  again  j  tlicrefore,  from 
regard  to  the  company,  and  that  they  might  have  time  to 
prepare  their  papers  for  the  occafion,  notice   was  given, 
that  the  parliament  would  meet  fome  time  in  November." 

f ne  cranfaclions  in  parliament  relative  to  India  affairs, 
commenced  with  the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  re<- 
guiiting  them,  and  inquiring  into  the  ftatc  of  the  Com* 
pany.  Their  charters,  treaties  with  difierent  powers,  let- 
ters of  correfpondcnce,  the  ftate  of  their  revenues,  &c. 
were  called  for,  with  an  account  of  all  the  expences  of 
government  on  the  Company's  affairs,  whether  in  the  rnili* 
tary  or  any  other  department.  As  the  intention  of  miniftry 
by  entering  into  this  vigorous  fcrutiny  was  plainly  tj  zt^ 
t^mfi  iOEQ/^  relief  of  the  diftx^sfi'^d  of  gov^rnmpnt,  by  feia;« 
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CI|  AF«  «g  part  of  the  vaft  revenue  of  the  Company,  the  greateft 
IV*       part  of  the  feflion  was  confumed  in  violent  and  fruitleft 
X^fysJ  debates.  On  the  part  of  the  Crown  it  was  urged,  that  the 
^i;i4.     Company  could  have  no'right  to  the  vaft  conqueft^  it  had 
made  in  the  eaft ;  their  charters  did  not  give  any  title  to 
acquificions  by  cosqueft;  it  was  dangerous  to  trnfl:  Yo 
.    much  power  in  the  hands  of  a  trading  company;  ahd, 
even  granting  it  to  be,  in  every  refpe£fc,  expedient  to  do  fo, 
yet  the  vaft  expence  of  government,  in  protefting  the 
Company,  gave  it  a  juft  title  to  all  the  revenues  arifing 
from  the  conquefts.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  anfwered, 
that,  the  Crown  had  made  no  refervaftion  of  any  right  to 
conquefts  made  by  the  'Company  ;  the  charter  had  beext 
fairly  purchafed,  and  confirmedby  a£t  of  parliament;  andl 
it  was  a  dangerous  infringement  o£  public  faith,  as  welt- 
as  an  invafion  of  private  property,  toquelKott  them.  Be- 
iides,  if  the  Crown  could  prettnd  any  juft  title  either  to 
the  poiTefGons  themfdves,.  or  their  revenues,'  th6  matter 
ought  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  common  lawj  and  not  be* 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which,  accbrdirig  to  the  con-;^ 
ftitution  of  Britain,  was  neither  tbe  interpreter  of  laws^  ~ 
nor  the  decider  of  legal  rights. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  iffiie  of  the  matter,  had 
An  «ccom-  a  more  full  difcuiEon  of  it  taken  place,  the  moft  judicious 
*^^^nif  P^'^  °^  ^^  Company^s  friends  thought,  it  better  to  propofe 
tryptopo-  termsof  accommodation  with  them iniftry," than  to  carry 
t»A.  things  to  extremities*  Fropofais  were  accordingly  made  ^ 

but  the  minifters  were  now  fo  much  divided j  and  at  vari-. 
ance,  that  they  could . put  no  coniidetiee  in  onz  -another,' 
The  Company  were  therefore  once  «nore  oMiged  to  have 
reCourfe  to  parliament.  An  accommodation  was  in  confc-» 
qisence  efFeiled,  by  which  the  Company  was  to  enjoy  its 
fotmer  privileges,  on  condition  of  paying  the  fttm  of 
400,000  L  annually :  for  three  years.    A  dividend  of  fit  - 
and  a  quarter  per  c^nt.  was  allowed  ;  4iUt  they  were  rev; 
ftrifted  from  excceding.ten  per  cent,  until  the  next -meet- 
ing of  parliament,  ;.       .       '  :        ;    . 

This  laft  reftriftba^which  took  place  In  ^onfequcnce  of 
a  bill  brought  into  parliament  for  regulating'  the  makitigof^ 
dividends  by  theEaft  India  Company  proved  extremely 
difagrecable.  Xhaformer.deteites  were  renewed  with  more 
acrimpuy  thai;^  ever  ;  and  the  Company  perceiving  that  it 
ftruck  dixeftly  at  their  privileges,  offered  to  bind  thcm-.^ 
felves,  in  cafe  it  could  belaid  aiide,  from  any  farther  in- 
creafe  of  dividend  during  thctimc  of  the  temporary  agree^ 
merit.  The  propofal,,  however,  was  rejeded ;  the  advo* 
^ates  for  the  bill  pjr^^endf  d,  that  it  was  necefiary  to  pre- 
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ttnt  any  farthec  increafe  of  diYideiidS)  leaft  the  credk  of  CH  A P« " 
&e  Company  {houid  be  affef^ed.  A  regulation  was  like-       IV.- ' 
wife  neceflary  to  prevent  the  fludaation  of  India  ftock,  t/V^U|^ 
which,  if  allowed  to  go  on,  not  only  tended  to  introduce  sr      >7^' 
pernicious  fpirit  of  gaming,  but  likewtfe  to  keep  down  the 
other  ftocks,  whofe  rife  had  a  great  cSeGt  in  reducing  the 
iatered  of  the  national  debt  $  and  that  no  encroachment 
might  be  made^  by  any  dividend  of  the  Company,  upon^' 
the  revenue  of  its  late  cerrttorial  acquifitions. 

By  the  oppofers  of  the  bill  it  was  (hewn,  that  the  Cbnh» 
paay  was  certainly  in  a  fituation  to  divide  Bo,oool.  among  - 
them&lvcs,  even  after  their  agreement  to  pay  400,000  k- 
axmually  lo  goyernment^  The  fluAuation.  of  India  ftods 
eould  be  as  eSeftualljr  prevented  by  reftrainiag  the  divi-  ' 
dead  to  twelve  ^d  a  half  as  to  ten  per  cent.  ^  and  the  ' 
Company  we^e  not  averfe  to  this  reftri£bion.  Finally,  it  wa$ 
urged,  that  the  arguments  ufed  againft  the  territorial  right 
of  the  Company  to  their  acquifitions  in  the  country  was  a 
precedent  of  che  moll  dangerous  nature,  and  extremely ' 
unbecoming  the  juftice  as  well  as  dignity  of  parliament ; 
and  that  fuch  a  legiflative  interference  with  the  rights  of 
\  trading  Company,  whofe  eSe£b  were  wdl  known  to  btei 
adequate  to  every  necei&ry  purpofe,  was  altogether  with** 
out  example. 

While  government, feenied  thus  intent  on  curbing  the  ^^j*^*^ 
Company's  power  al:  hooMs^  a  new  and  very  troublefome  j-f  ^' 
enemy  had  arifen  iathe  ea(l.  This  was  Hyder  Ally  or  Hy- 
der  Naig,  who,  from  a  isommon  feapoy  had  made  himfelf 
mailer  of  a  confiderable  part  of  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  be- 
coipe  one  of  the  moft, iormidable  princes  of  India.  Having 
long  ferved  in  the.  Surope^n  armies,  he  was  weH  acquaint* 
cd.  with  their  Idifcipline  and  manner  of  fighting ;  and  of 
this  knowledge  he  pow  endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf,  by 
iniroducing*  it  among  his  own  troop«.  He  alfo  procured 
feme  renegado4»  toaflift  in  managing  his  artillery. 

The  conquefts  he  had  as  yet  made  were  by  no  means 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  ambition  of  this  new  prince.  H^ 
was  (bafible,  that  the;,  forces  of  the  £aft  India  company 
w<^  by  far  the  muoft  fotmidabk  enemies  he  would  have^ 
to  contend  vvith,and  therefore  attempted  to*  ftrengthen  him- 
k\i  by  alliance.  Having  pirevaikd  on  the  Nizam  of  Dean 
locenQunce.tl^  friendChip  of  the  Company,  he  took  the 
field  in  conjuiidlion  with  his  ally,  at  the  head  of  a  formic 
dable  army,  tQ  which  tlie  Company  oppofed  another  un- 
der Colonel  Smith,  inferior  indeed,  as  ufual,  in  numbers^ 
but  much  more  to  be  dreaded  on  account  of  the  military 
ikiil  of  tbe  officers  and  bravery  of  the  foldiers*   The  two^ 
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CH  A  P.  armies  met 'bn  the  2i5th  of  September,  at  a  place  called 

IV.      Errour  near  Trinomalfce.  The  cTcnt  was  fimilar  to  what 

C<-f"'  -^  had  happened  in  former  battles  of  this  kind ;  the  Indians' 

i;^?-     were  ovcrthrolvn  with  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  men 

TUilt^    and  fcvdnty  piedes  of  cannon.   The  purfoit  lafted  two 

diansde.     days.  Thd  Nieam  iiv^as  happy  to  renew  his  alliance  with 

ic2ted.       the  Company  at  a  very  confidetable  expence  %  and  Hyder 

Ally  himfelf  wafe  iDfaliged  to  transfer  the  feat  of  war  to  a 

mountanious  country,  where  he  could  not  again  be  for* 

ced  to  a  dccifivea£lionfc 

An  enterprize  ^^as  next  projcfted  at  Bombay  againftr 
'Mangalbrc,  one  of  Hyder  Ally's  principal  fca-ports,  where 
all  his  (hips  lay.  Four  hundred  Eutx^peans,  and  eight  han-r 
diied  feapoys  were  employed  in  the  execution^  and  thc^ 
event  was  conformable  to  their  wiihes*  The  place  was^ 
Rb.  25,     teduced  with  very  little  lofs,  25th  Febvuary,  1 768 ;  nine 
1762?.      teffels  of  confidcrablc  fize,  Jlnd  fctcral  fmaller  ones,  wei;e' 
taketi  \  but  as  a  garrifon  too  fmall  for  the  defence  of  ihm 
place,  was  ihjudicioufly  left.  Hyder  Ally  quickly  retook  it, 
making  prifoncrs  of  all  who  had  been  left  for  its  defence* 
Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  he  proceeded  vigoroufly  in 
^uracfiTof  *c  profccution  of  the  war  5  while^  on  the  part  of  the 
appoiotiiig  Britifh  it  was  managed  in  a  more  difgraceful  manner  than^ 
field  dcpu-  jj3j  e^gy  }q^^^  known  in  that  country.    In  order  to  pro- 
^rit^fli^  Ar.  ^'^^^  ^^^  intereft  of  fome  particular  perfons,/fA/  deputiex. 
my.  had  been  appointed  to  fupcrintend  and  dire£l  the  motions 

ef  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  as  thefc  were  deeply 
concerned  in  contrails  for  the  army,  they  took  care  to 
dire€t  its  motions  in  fuch  a  manner  as  beft  fuited  their 
own  intereft.  The  efFefts  of  this  appointment  may 
be  eafily  linagined.  The  officers  finding  themfelves  over- 
ruled in  thofe  operations  of  which  they  and  they  only  were 
judges,  quitted  the  fcrvice  in  difguft,  or  became  carelefs  in 
the  execution  of  their  duty  5  nay,  fome  were  even  known 
to  defert  the  caufe  of  their  country,  and  enter  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  barbarous  prince  who  oppofed  them  \  a  thing 
hitherto  Unknown  in  the  annals  of  Britain ;  while  forts^ 
cafily  tenable,  were  given  up  in  fuch  a  Ihameful  manner 
as  to  afford  but  too  juft  reafon  to  Aifped  that  they  haii 
been  betrayed  to  the  ienemy. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Smith,  now  raifcd  to  the 
tank  of  General,  was  penetrating,  with  the  fuccefs  ufual- 
ly  attending  the  Britilh  arms,  into  the  heart  of  the  ene- 
itiy's  country,  and  would,  undoubtedly  have  made  himfelf 
mafter  ef  their  csipital,  had  he  not  be^n  prevented  by  the 
diflchfions  arifingfrom  the  unhappy  projccl  of  appointing 
*eW-deputi«s.    Hyd<jr  Ally  was  loo  difeeming  not  to  iaa- 


fe?  E  6  R  G  E    itf.  ^i 

prove  tbe  advantage  given  him  by  the  langour  >whtcb  in-  CH  AP^ 
ikntly  appeared  in  the  operations  of  his  enemy.     By  the      IV. 
celericy  of  his  troops,  confiding  principally  oT  horfe,  he  ^-^  "y  "^ 
gat  between  the3riti(h  forces  and  the  Carhatic,  render-      '^^^*,| 
ing  it  inftantly  neceffary^  by  the  ravages  he  committed^  ravages  th5 
for  General  Smith  to  return  to  the  defence  of  the  Com-  Carnatic/ 
pany's  territories.  Thus  were  the  Britifii  at  once  deprived 
of  all  the  advantages  they  had  gained  ;  every  town  and 
fort  they  had  conquered  in  the  enemy's  terr'itories  was 
abandoned  :  Hyder  Ally's  reputation  was  augmented  to 
an  incredible  degree^  and  allies  poured  into  him  from  all 
quarters*  % 

The  abfence  of  General  Smith  was  feverely  feh  by  the 
Company's  allies.  The  nabob  of  Arcot^  againft  whom 
Hyder  Ally  had  a  particular  enmity,  on  account  of  his 
long  and  faithful  attachment  to  the  Britifli  caufe,  had  his 
territories  ravaged  without  mercy  ^  and  even  when  the 
Englifh  army  returned^  it  was  found  infufficienc  to  mzke 
an  eiFedual  defence.  Hyder  Ally,  by  his  attack  on  the 
dominions  of  Arcot,  had  deprived  them  of  one  of  their 
principal  refources  5  he  now  fully  undetfteod  the  great 
fiiperiority  of  the  enemy  in  clofe  engagements,  and  for 
tixat  reafori  avoided  encounters  of  this  kind  with  the  ut^^i 
mdft  care  9  inftead  of  thid  he  hatrrafied  tHem  by  continual 
attacks  on  their  detaiched  parties,  wearied  them  out  by 
endlefs  marches  2md  purfuits,  and  ravaged  the  country  in 
iiich  a  manner  as  efie<^ually  to  complete  its  ruin  ;  while^ 
by  the  continual  acceffion  of  new  adventurers,  his  army^ 
in  autunnt  1 768,  was  augmented  to  ninety  thoufand  men  ^ 
^  Mahratta  princes  courted  his  alliance^  and  he  now 
threatened  to  become  the  moft  formidable  enemy  the 
Brittih  had  ever  encountered  in  thefe  parts. 

As  the  urgency  of  affairs  inftantly  required  foriic  vi-* 
gorous  exertionsj  Colonel  Wood  was  detached^  with  a.P^"l«  ol 
6oafi<ierabie  body  of  troops,  to  reduce  one  of  the  enemjr's  ^^ht^ 
forts  named  Mulwaggle.     Being  repulfed  in  the  firft  at-  o<ft.  4/ 
tempt,  Hyder  AUy  thought  he  might  fafely  venture  to  at- 
tack them,  as  their  whole  number  confided  only  of  four 
kundred  and  fixty  Europeans,  and  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  feapoys.     The  force  he  employed  on  this  occa- 
fion  amounted  to  na  lefs  than  fourteen  thoufand  horfe^ 
twelve  thoufand  men  armed. with  match-lock  guns,  and 
fix  battalions  of  feapoys*  Even  fitch  armies  as  thefe  would 
formerly  haVe  been  cafily  defeated  by  tlie  force  which 
sow  op{»ofed  them  $  but  here  the  cafe  was  found  verjr 
different ;  the  field  of  battle  was  loft  and  won  five  or  fi» 
^mes ',  zndf.ont  be  part  of  the  Britifii^  three  htfndrcd  were 
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CHAP,  killed  and  wounded,  among  whom  were  feveral  braise 
IV.       of&cers  ;  many  were  taken  prifoners,  and  two  pieces  qjf 
Uii-y^-j  cannon  loft.     On  the  part  of  the  enemy  the  lofs  was  im-r 
i76iJ.      menfe;  but  where  numbers  could  be  fo  eafily  replaced,, 
the  lofs  of  men  was  fcarcely  felt  ;  fo  that  if  Jmy  confe- 
quence  attended  the  battle,  it  was  only  to  give  Hyder 
Ally  an  additional  lefibn,  not  to  come  ta  a  clofe  engage- 
ment with  the  Europeans,  whatever  his  fuperioriiy  in 
numbers  might  be-  ' 

This  viftory,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  made  no.  difference 
in  the  manner  of  conduftiog  the  war.  The  dcvaftationd 
of  Hyder  Ally  went  on  as  ufual,  and  diflention  continue^ 
to  rage  among  the  Britifli  troops.  •  The  expences  of  the 
campaign  now  became  fo  high,  that  the  eftabliihment  o€ 
Madras  was  found  infufiicicnt  to  fupport  them ;  it  w^» 
therefore  neceflFary  to  make  application  to  B^engal ;  and 
as  the  remittances  from  thence  were  made  in  a  bafe  kind 
of  gold  com,  the  Company  are  faid  to  have  loft  40,000  U 
by  the  exchange. 
Peace  cpn-  Hyder  AJly,  in  the  mean  time,  having  given  the  flip  to 
eluded.  the  army  in  the  Camatic,  advanced  within  a.  few  mijes  of 
Madras,  which  occafioned  fuch-  an  alarm,  that  the  council 
thought  proper  to  euter  into  a  negociation  with  him  ;  but, 
though  the  Indian  prince,  iliewed  himfelf  fufficiently  wil- 
ling to  enter  into  a.  definitive  treaty,  he  abfolutcly  refufed 
a  truce  of  .fifty  days,  which  the  council  had  required,  lefi: 
they  ibould  make  ufe  of  tliis.  interval  in  making  frefb  pr©- 
•  parations  for  war.  A  treaty  was  therefore  concluded  on 
the  3d  of  Aprils  ^769,  the  terms  of  which  fimply  were, 
that  each  party  fliouM  reftore  the  places  taken  during  the 
war,  apd  fit  down  contented,  with  the  expences  they  had 
been  at.  A  perpetual  league,  ofienfive  and  defenfive,  wast 
entered  into,  and  a  free  trade  allowed  betwixt  the  Camatic 
a«dnhe  dominions  of  Hyder  Ally. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  fuccefs  with  which  Hy- 
der Ally  had  carried  on  the  war,  not  only  threatened  to* 
Mcafurcs     raifc  up  a  new  enemy  in  Sujah  Dowlah,  who' had  greatly^ 
taken  by     encreafcd-  his  army,  but  fpread  a  general  alarm  at  home, 
ny  tcTrc-*   whcre  meafures  were  inftantly  refoived  upon,  for  the  re- 
trieve their  formation  of  thofe  abufes  which  had  occafioned  fo  much 
affairs.        Jofs  and  difgrace,  not  only  in  India,  but  in  Britain,  as  the 
value  of  India   ftock  was   already  funk  upwards  of  fixty 
per  cent. — It  was  now  determined,  to  fend  three  gentle- 
men, well  verfed  in  the  company's  afiairs,  to  India,  under 
the  title  oi  fuperviforsy  with  full  power  to  examine  the  co»-r 
du£l  of  thofe  who  were  already  there,  and  regulate  every- 
thing  accwdifig  to  the  beft  of  their  judgment. 
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TWs  new  fchcmc  gave  the  greateft  alaitn  to  the  Friends  CHAP. 
«f  thofe  gentlemen  already  in  the  eail ;  a  ftrong  party  was     IV. 
formed  againft  the  appointment  of  fupervifors  ;  and,  whHc  ^>***"v"  -^ 
both  parties  wafted  their  time  in  fruitlefs  debates,  the  ml-     ^7^  ^  - 
Hiftry  once  more  interfered,  by  demanding,  that  a  fervant  rc^cc  of  the 
ef  the  crown  Ihouid  have  a  principal  ihztt  in  the  direi^icm  miuiftry. 
©f  ^e  company's  affairs. 

By  this  time,  Mr.  Vanfittart,  Mr.  Scrafton,  and  colond  Supcrvifors 
Ford,  had  been  dioTen  fupervifors,  and  their  eommiflions  t^^^*^^**^ 
aSuaily  made  out ;  but  as  the  company  well  knew  the  im- 
portance  of  beiHg  fupported  by  a  haval  power  in  their 
tranfaclions  with  the  Indian  princes,  application  was  made 
to  government  for  two  fhips  of  the  line  and  fomc  frigates. 
To  this,  no  dire£l  anfwer  was  given  at  that  time,  though, 
by  the  appointment  of  Sir  John  Lindfay  to  the  command 
ot  the  fquadTon,lt  was  thought  to  imply  a  tacit  oonfent.  As 
the  requeft,  however,  had  hitherto  been  made  only  by  the. 
diredors,  it  was  thought  ncceffary,  in  order  to  add  greater 
wei^t  to  it,  that  government  fliould  be  addreffed  pn  the 
fabjed'  by  a  general  court  of  the  proprietors.  This.was  ac- 
cordingly done  on  the  27th  July,  and  another  court  ap- 
poined  to  be  held  the  i  ith  of  Auguft  following,  in  order  J^^y  *^* 
to  receive  the  anfwer.  At  this  laft,  a  letter  was  read  from 
lord  Weymouth^  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  fctting  forth, 
that  ««  the  commiffion,  appointing  the  prefent  fupen^ifors, 
had  bfecn  taken  into  confideration  by  his  majefty's  fcrvants, 
and  that  it  i^as  their  opinion,  that  it  was,  in  fome  refpetfts,  • 
iUegal :  That  he  was  forry  to  find,  in  an  anfwer  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  direction,  with  regard  to  the  appointment 
«f  a  naval  officer,  with  full  powers  to  adjuft  all  maritime 
affairs  in  India,  that  they  had  not  fully  acceded  to  it.  He 
flow,  therefore,  begged  of  the  directors,  that  they  would 
reconfider  the  commiffion  in  general,  and  that  the  parti- 
cular article  of  granting  unlimited  power^  to  a  naval  of- 
ficer, might  be  laid  before  the  proprietary  at  large." 

In  confequence  of  this  letter,  a  long  correfpondencc  en-  s ' 
fued  between  the  direftors  and  the  miniftry  5  during  the 
courfe  of  which,  the  defigns  of  the  latter  became  more  ap- 
*  parent.  It  was  now  perceived,  that  the  naval  officer  above-  , 

mentioned,  was  defigned,  in  f aft,  to  fuperintend  the  fu-  ' 
pervifors  j  and  that  in  all  affairs,  v/hether  naval,  military,  or 
poHticaL  To  this  the  direftors  replied,  that  though  they 
'ivete  wilHng  to  aUow  the  naval  officer  a  certain  Ihare  in 
the  goYernment,  along  with  the  council  of  Bengal,  it  was 
yet  thought  improper  to  confer  fuch  extraordinary  powers 
on  a  fingk  perfon,  which  could  not  but  produce  tne  great- 
eft  confttfion,  by  tiie  continual  iBterferenc^e  coniequent  up- 
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on  it.  In  anfwer  to  this,  another  letter  from  his  lordfiiip 
was  read  in  a  court, 'held  Auguft  fifteenth,  in  which  he  ac-? 
quaintcd  the    proprietors,   diat  "  by  the  anfwer  given  to 
1759       hisiaft,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  he  had  been  in  fome  de- 
^ugu   i^.  gj.^^  mifunderftood ;  his  idea  never  was  to  inveft  any  na- 
val officer  with  plenipotentiary  powers  ;  and  '  that  to  .pre- 
vent any  future  mifunderftanding,  he  would  only  recorn-r 
mend  the  dicuffion  of  two  points :  i  ft,  The  reconfideration 
of  tlie  commiffion }  and,  adly.  The  degree  of  power  pro-r 
per  to  be  veiled  in  the  naval  officer .t- With  jregard  to  the 
former,  he  would  n0t  pretend  to  fpeak  oh  it ;  but  with  re- 
.  gard  to  the  fecond,  as  government  had,  by  the  eleventh  arr 
tide  of  the  definitive  treaty,  in  one  thoufand  feven  hun? 
dred  and  fixty-three,  made  conditions,  at  the  rcqueft  of  the 
company,  with  feveral  Indian  princes,  it  highly  refpefted 
their  honour,  that  an  officer  of  the  crown  fliould  be  at  the 
head  of  all  matters  oiFenfive  and  dcfenfive.'' 

It  now  became  evident,  that  the  intention  of  miniftry 
was  to  deprive  the  company  of  all  power  over  their  terrir 
torial  acquifitions  in  the  eaft  ;  and  as  the  matter  was  cctt 
Mainly  of  the  greateft  importance,  the  court  was  adjourned 
to  the  30th  of  the  fanie  month,  in  order  to  give  fufficient 
time  to  the  members  to  form  their  opinions;  and,  when 
Retime. came,  violent  debates,  as  ufual,  took  place. 

On  the  part  of  the  company,  it  was  urged,  that  if  the 
king's  officers  were  once  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  afr 
fairs  of  Indian  government,  the  power  of  the  company 
•was,  from  that  moment,  at  an  end.  An  application  to*gOr 
vernment  for  affiftance,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  fervants 
.of  the  crown  were  invefted  with  independent  poiyers,  was 
at  once  to  give  up  the  territorial  acquifitions  in  the  eatt ..; 
a§  the  confequences  might  eafily  be  forefeen,  whenever  any 
difpute  Ihould  arife  betwixt  the  company's  fervants  and 
thofe  of  the  crown  :  and  if  the  company  was  Unable,  by 
itfelf,  to  defend  its  terrijtorial  acquifitions,  it  would  be 
much  better  to  furrender  them  at  once,  than  to  be  con- 
ilantly  at  the  mercy  of  a  minifl:er.  The  interference  of 
government  in  commercial  affinrs,  it  was  contended,  had 
uniformly  proved  detrimental,  and  even  ruinous,  as  might 
jeafily  be  demonftrated  by  a  comparifon  of  the  French  and 
Dutch  Eiiit-India  companies.  It  was  evident  alio,  that  the 
demands  of  the  Britilh  miniftry  had  rifen  in  proportion  to 
the  ill-judged  conceffions  which  the  company  ha^  already 
J>een  prevailed  on  to  make.  They  had  granted  government 
^n  annual  fum,  much  larger  tlian  what  they  propbfed  to  di- 
vide ainong  themfelves,  without  any  renewal  of  their  char- 
ter, or  ftipulatiw  in  their  favour ;  and  thja  ought  tp  haye 
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jjcen  a  fuflBcient  gratification  to  miniftry,  without  imme-  CH  AP« 
jdiately  making  a  new  requifition  which  ftruck  at  the  com-      IV. 
paay's  very  exiftence.  ^—  'w—  ^ 

To  all  this,  the  minifterial  party  replied,  That  the  king's      *769- 
commifEon  would  add  dignity  to  the  negociations  carried 
on  with  the  Indian  princes,  who,  being  fovereigns  them-  i 

felves,  would  much  more  readily  treat  with  the  officers  of  ( 

a  fovereign  prince,  than  the  fervant;6  of  a  company  of  mer- 
chants, whofe  rapacity  they  had  already  experienced,  and 
whofe  mifconduft,  unlefs  fpeediiy  countera^ed  by  a  vigor- 
ous intcrpofition  of  government,  would  not  fail  to  occa- 
Son  the  total  extermination  of  the  Britifh  in  that  part  of 
the  world.-  Ft  was  likewife  evident,  that  nothing  could, 
for  the  futurcj  fo  cffet^iually  prevent  thefe  enbrmities,  a9 
an  appointment  by  his  majefty  of  fome  perfon  of  rank, 
honour,  and  integrity,  who  might  be  a  fufficient  check  on 
the  rapacity  of  their  fervants,  at  the  fartie  time  txiat  he 
would  npt  only  be  anfwerable  for  his  own  conduft  to  his 
majefty,  but  alfo  to  the  nation  in  general. 

Thefe  arguments  being  urged  at  great  length  by  their 
refpec^ive  partifans,  the  queition  was  at  laft  put,  ^<  That 
this  court  will  give  the  officer  of   the  crown,  command- 
ing fliips  of  the  line,  a  {hare  in  the  deliberations  and  re- 
folutions  of  the  company,  merely  with  regard  to  the  two 
objects  of  making  peace  and  declaring  war,  when  his  ma- 
jefty's  forces  are  .employed,"    Every  thing,  however,  was 
thrown  into  confufion  by  ^the  rejection  of  This  quelHon,  as 
miniftry  had  already  taken  care  that  the  commiilion  for  nKPercnce 
the  naval  commander  fliould  be  mads  out.    It  became  nc-  between  ' 
ceflary,  therefore,  that  a  compromife  fliould  be  made  •,  and  the  compa- 
for  this,  the  fituation  of  afT.tirs,  on  the  Gulph  of  Pcrfia,  ^'j^-^*""*^^"!'' 
offered  a  fair  opportunity.  The  chiefs  on  that  coaft,  taking  commoda- 
advantage  of  the  troubles  in  \yhich  the  Perfian  empire  was  ted. 
involved,  had  declared  thcmfclves  independent,  and  throw- 
ing off  all  regard  to  order,  had  embroiled   the   affairs   of 
the  company.  With  regard  to  the  Gulph  of  Perfia,  there- 
fore, the  naval  commander  was  allowed  to  have  power  to 
make  peace,  or  war,  but  beyond  this  his  jurifdl^tloa  wa^ 
not  to  extend.     The  demand  for  fhips  of  the  line  for  the 
bay  of  Bengal,  was   now  withdrawn,  though  two  fri^;  itos 
•were  appointed  for  that  fervice,  and  to  carry  the   fupc  r\  i- 
fors,  whofe  powers  were  at  laft  fully  adjuftcu,  and  a  fujal 
iiop  put  to  thi^  formidable  conteft. 
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CHAPTER    V. 


Extreme  jeahufy  und  difobedimte  of  the  Amsrtcan  volonbs — * 
New  difiurbance^   on  account  of  the  impofition  of  certain 

taxfs Violent  difputes  betwixt  the  governors  und  their 

ajfemblies New  office  of  fecretary  offlaiefor  the  c»lo^ 

nies People  of  Bojlon  ajfemble  under  the    name  of  a 

convention Progrefs  of  the   difcontents  in  Mnffachu'* 

fetts  Bay. 

CHAP.  TT  cannot  be  denied^  that  the  attempt  of  the  miniftry  on 
V.         X  ^^  Eaff-India  company,  carried  along  with  it  the  idea 
\y^Y\J  of  defpotifm,  and  a  wifli  to  veft  the  crown  with  an  abfo- 
1766.      lute  right  over  the  property  of  the  fubje<D:.     From  this, 
among  many  other  caufes,  we  may  partly  derive  the  ex- 
treme jealoufy   of  the   American  colonies,  their  irrecoa- 
cileable  averfion  to  the  Biitifh  miniftry,  and  their  perpe- 
tual and  utter  abhorrence  of  any   conciliatory  meafures.  • 
\     The  repeal  of  the   ftamp-afl:  in  1766,  had  not  produced 
that  complacency  which  might  reafonably  have  been  ex* 
peftcd.    The  declaratory  bill,  fetting  forth  the  fupremacy 
Difo^rdi-     Qf  Great-Britain  in  fuch  explicit  terms>  had  produced  an 
affembiy  of  inclination  to  refill  in  every  thing,  whether  of  any  confe- 
Ncw-York.  quence  or  not.    An  a£b  of  parliament  had  been  paffed  the  ' 
fame  fefEon,  with  regard  to  the   accommodation  of  the 
troops  at  New-York ;  but  the  affembly  of  that  j^ovince, 
without  the  lerift  regard  to  this  aft,  thought  proper  to  fet- 
tle them  according  to  a  method  of  their  own.     However, 
as  miniftry  did  not  incline  to  ufe  any  violent  meafure  at 
prefent,  no  farther  punishment  was  injfli^ed,  than  fufpend- 
ip^  the  legiflative  power  of  the  affembly  of  that  province, 
Uiitil  they.fliould  fully  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  aft. 
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But  whfsxk  £bnie  other  ads  were  pafTed  in  die  parliament  CH  AP« 
of  1 767,  impofing  duties  on  glafs,  painters'  colours,  and        V. 
tea,  imported  into  the  colonies,  their  former  fury  revived  ^— -v— •^ 
widi  all  its  violence.     On  this  occafion,  the  difturbances,       '767« 
as  before,  began  at  Bofton.    In  the  month  of  Oftober,  fe- 
veral  refolutions  were  pafTed,  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, for  the  encouragement  of  American  manufadures, 
xeftraining  the  ufe  of  fuperfluities,  and  promoting  oecono^ 
my.     A  long  Hit  of  articles « imported  from  this  country^ 
was  produced  at  the  meeting,  whiph  it  was  determined^ 
either  not  to  ufe  at  al),  or  in  as  little  quantity  as  poflible. 
it  was  particularly  recommended,  co  encourage  the  mak- 
ing of   paper,  glafs,  and  all  thofe  articles  on  which    the 
duties  had  been  laid.     At  this  meeting,  alfo,  feveral  regu- 
lations were  made  with  regard  to  the  article  of  drefs  and 
funerals ;  every  method,  in  ihort,  being  tried  to  make  the 
American  colonies  as  independent  as  poi&ble  of  the  mo- 
ther country. 

This  meafure  being  readily  adopted  by  all  the  othet 
colonies,  gave  encouragement  to  the  Boftonians  to  pro- 
ceed ftill  farther.  A  circular  letter  was  fent,  of  date,  Fe- 
bruary II,  1768,  from  the  fpeaker  of  the  aflembly  of  Feb.  ir. 
Maflachufetts  Bay,  to  all  the  other  ai&mblies  of  the  co-  i768» 
lonies^  fetting  forth  the  bad  tendency  of  the  late  afts  of 
parliament,  reprefentxng  them  as  unconftitutional,  and 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  Englifhmen ;  exhorting 
the  other  colonies,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enter  into  an 
union  with  them,  that  fo  all  their  proceedings  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  might  harmonize  together. 

Similar  refolutions  were  quickly  taken  throughout  all  Difl^tlo^ 
the  reft  of  the  colonies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  moft  between 
inveterate  enmity  took  place  between  the  governors  of  «^e  govtr* 
the  provinces  and  their  aiiemblieSk    It  was  eafily  percei-  Jhd/iS** 
ved  by  the  former,  that  the  fiqal  purpofe  propofed  by  the  fcmblic9. 
people  of  North  America,  was  a  total  independency  on 
the  mother  country ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  af- 
femblies,  confcious  diat  this  was  their  real  siim,  afiedied 
to  confider  thofe  ftef  s  which  their  governors  were  indi£* 
penfibly  obliged  to  take,  in  order  to  preferve  even  a  (ha- 
dow  of  the  royal  authority^  as  fo  many^  encroachments 
on  their  liberty.    All  good  agreement  was,  therefore,  en- 
tirely at  an  end  f  the  correfpondcnce  betwixt  the  gover-. 
Dors  and  their  adembltes  was  nothing  but  a  continued 
Gourfe  of  altercation  and  mutual  accufation,  each  party 
watching  how  they  might  find  faults  in  the  condu£l  of  the* 
odier,  fulEcient  to  juftify  to  the  world  the  fyftem  they 
hftd  already  eftablilhed  in  their  *owa  minds*  In  tdiis  dif- 
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CH  AP.  trafted  ftate,  it  is  not  to  befuppofed,  that  the  correfpoft'Jf 
V.       dence  between  the  governors  of  the  American  "fcolonies^ 

^"■"">>"'  '  and  the  Britifh  minillry,  could  be  calculated  to  imprefo 
1768.  the  latter  with  any  favourable  opinion  of  the  people  there  ;* 
and,  indeed,  fome  unfortunate  difcoveries  of  this  kind: 
tended  to  drive  matters  to  extremities  fooner  than  per- 
haps would  otherwife  have  been  the  cafe.  A  ktter  fronV 
lord  Shelburne  to  governor  Bernard  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,- 
was,by  his  order,  read  before  the  aflembly  of  that  pro- 
vince. It  contained  very  fevere  cenfures  on  the'  CQndu£fe 
,  of  the  aflembly,  and  was  heard  with  great  indignation. 
The  aflembly  inftantly  charged  their  governor  with  hav- 
ing niifreprefented,  and  fet  them  in  an  unfavourable  light 
to  his  lordfliip  ;  and,  therefore,  required  him  to  lay  before 
them,  copies  of  fuch  letters  as  he  had  written  to  his  lord- 
(hip  concerning  them  5  which  being  refufed,  they  wrote 
letter^  not  only  to  lord  Shelburne,  but  the  refl  of  the  mi-*^ . 
niftry,  recriminating  on  their  governor,  and  aflerting  that 
to  his  bad  conduft  and  mifreprefentation  it  was,  that  fuch 
a  bad  opinion  had  been  formed  of  them  at  home.  Thefe 
letters,  at  the  fame  time,  contained  the  ftrongeft  prcfefi 
fions  of  loyalty,  but  were  filled  with  the  ttioft  fevere  in- 
veftives  againft  the  late  a£l  of  parliament,  which  they 
ftiied  unconftitutional,  and  fubverfive  of  their  liberties.- 
The  governor,  finding  himfelf  at  a  »lofs  what  to  do,  ad- 
journed the  aflembly,  though,  at  their  next  meeting,  he 
found  them  in  better  humour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  miniftry  finding  the  American 
affairs  fo  full  of  perplexity,  appointed  a  fecretary  of  ftate  . 

of  ftapc  ap-  fo^  ^he  department  of  the  colonies  alone.    Lord  Hillfbo- 

pointcd  for  rough,  who  was  appointed  to  this  new  ofiice,  inftantly  fist 
about  writing  a  circular  letter,  dated  April  22d,  to  the  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces,  with  a  view  to  counteraft  that 
of  the  aflemblies  already  mentioned.  In  this,  he  con-- 
demncd  the  aflembly's  letter  without  referve;  fetting^it 
forth  as  of  a  moft  dangerous  and  factious  nature,  calcu-^ 
lated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people,  fubverfive  of 
the  true  principles  of  the  conftitution,  and  of  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament ;  and  concluding,  that  his  majefty 
expelled,  from  the  known  afi^eftion  of  the  refpcftive  af- 
femblies,  that  they  would  treat  it  with  the  contempt  it 
merited,  by  taking  no  notice  of  it.  By  another  letter  ta 
governor  Bernard,  that  of  the  aflembly  was  reprobated 
in  much  the  fame  terms,  with  this  addition,  that  it  ba^ 
been  earned  through, a  thin  houfe,  and  in  the  end  of  ^ 
fcfSon,  from  whence  his  majefty  concluded,  that  it  had 
been  carried  by  furprizc  through  the  Jboufe  of  rcpre- 
fentatives. 


March  4- 


Secretary 


the  colo- 
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In  consequence  of  this  reprcfentation  of  the  mattcrythc  C  H  AP/ 
governor,  willing  to  try  every  peaceable  method  in  his  pow-        V/ 
CT,  propofed  that  the  aflembly  (hould  refcind  the  refolutions  t^AY\J 
<rf  the  former  concerning  the  circular  letter,  arid  for  thi^      *76** 
purpofc,  he  laid  before  them  the  laft  part  of  lord  Hillf-    . 
borough's  letter,  which,  indeed,  contained  a  requifition 
from  his  majefty,  that  thefe  refolutions  (hould  be  refcin- 
ded.     By  this  unexpeQed  requifitioit,  the  aflembly  were 
for  fome  time  not  pleafcd  5  however,  they  at  laft  requeftedy 
that  he  ^ould  lay  before  them  his  full  inftruftions  on  the 
fubje£l.  The  governor  then  laid  before  them  the  whole 
Ifctter,  by  which  they  perceived,  that  in  crfe  they  did  not 
comply  with  the  demand  made  upon  them,  the  governor 
was  required  to  diflbive  ihem,  and  tranfmit  a  copy  of 
their  proceedings  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament.     T'^ 
all  this|  the  aflembly  gave  no  anfwer  for  about  a  week  y 
but  at  laft,  on  being  urged  to  it  by  the  governor,  the  qucf- 
tion  was  put  for  refcinding  the  refolution  of  the  laft  houfe, 
and  carried  in  the  negative  by  9^2  to  17^ 

During  the  time  of  thefe  difputes  between  the  ^A'^n^^'f  .Difjuri 
ind  their  governor,  the  licentious  difpofition  of  the  peo-  bancc  a< 
pie  of  Bofton  continued  to  increafe.  A  violent  uproar  toofc  Bofton, 
place  on  the  loth  of  June,  in  corifequencc  of  fome  oflU-  J**°^  *^* 
cers  of  the  revenue  having  fei^ed  a  floop^  laden  with 
tvine^  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the 
placci  TheofiiceTS,  ort  their  firft  feizure,  had  made  a  fig- 
nal  to  the  Romney  man  of  war,  by  the  afliftance  of  which 
they  were  enabled  to  fecure  their  prize.  This  did  not, 
however,  fecure  the  pcrfotis'of  the  commiflioners  and  r«- 
venue  officers.  The  populace,  enraged  to  find  that  they 
could  not  recover  the  floop,  pelted  the  commiflioners  with 
ftones,  attacked  their  houfes,  and  burnt  a  boat  belonging 
to  the  colleftor,  commttting  fuch  other  a£is  of  violence^ 
that  the  revenue  ofllicers  found  themfelves  obliged  to  take 
refuge  firft  aboard  the  Romney  man  of  war,  and  then  iii 
Fort  William,  fituared  on  a'  fniall  ifland  in  Bofton  harbor^ 
This  licentious  beha\4our  was  by  no  means  difcouraged 
by  the  aflembly,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  on  the  con* 
trary,  as  though  nothing  had  happened,  after  their  pofi- 
tive  refiifal  to  refcind  the  refolutions  concerning  the  cir- 
cular letter,  they  fet  about  framing  a  letter  to  lord  Hillf* 
borough,  as  \VeH  aa  anfwers  to  the  nteflages  of  the  goter^ 
nor  $  in  all  of  which  they  laboured  to  viiidicate  the  pro^ 
ceedings  of  the  laft  aflembly  as  \irel\  as  their  own,  and  to 
prove  that  nothing  had  been  done  but  what  became  duti^ 
ful  fubjeds,  ftruggirng  againft  an  linjuft  invafion  of  their 
rights  and  privileges.   They  denied  in  the  nioft  pofitiv© 

Vot.  V.  I 
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CHAP,  terms,  that  the  circular  letter  had  been  pafled  in  a  thin 
V.       houfe,  or  carried  on  by  any  kind  of  furprize  ;  they  main- 
u  -^-  ^f  tained  that  it  was  perfeftly  legal  in  itfelf,  being  only  de- 
1768.      figned  as  the  foundation  of  a  {jetition  to  his  majefty  for  a 
redrefs  of  grievances.  Torefcind  the  refolutions,  by  which 
the  circular  letter  had  been  paifed,  would  be  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  unlefs  the  letter  itfelf  could  alfo  be  refcinded,  which 
was  impoffible,  as  it  had  already  been  circulated,  and  ope- 
i  rated  its  full  effeft.    They  commented  very  freely  on  the 

requifition  itfelf^  reprefenting  to  his  lordfliip,  that  it  was 
unconflitutional,  and  without  a  precedent,  to  command  a 
free  aflembly,  under  pain  of  diffolution,  to  refcind  any 
refolves,  efpecially  thofe  of  a  former  houfe.  They  com- 
plained greatly  of  bafe  and  wicked  mifreprefentations,  by 
which  his  majefty  had  been  influenced  againft  them  5 
though  they  ftill  continued  to  poifefs  the  greatcft  refpeflb 
and  loyalty. 

All  this,  however,  had  no  weight  with  their  governor  ; 
Affttmbly  hg  diflfolved  the  aiTembly  while  they  were  preparing  a  pe- 
chufeus^"  tition  to  remove  him  from  tne  government,  and  thus  in- 
Bay  diflbl-  crcafed  the*  difcontent  already  too  prevalent.  The  general 
^*^  ill  humour  was  alfo  further  augmented  by  the  arrival  of 

intelligence,  that  a  petition,  formerly  addreflTed  to  the? 
king,  had  beep  refufed  from  the  colony  agent,  on  pretence 
ihat  he  was  not  properly  authorifed  to  deliver  it,  having 
been  appointed  by  the  affembly  without  confcnt  of  the  go- 
vernor.    They  were  thrown  into  the  utmoft  confterna- 
tion  by  the  nevrs  of  two  regiments  bei»g  embarked  fron* 
Ireland,  and  feveral  detachments  rende2vouftd  at  Hali- 
fax for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government  at  Boftoh.    A 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  held  at  Faneuil  hall,  and 
Sept.  It.    a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  governor,  in  order 
to  know  what  reafons  he  had  for  intimating  the  approach 
Incottfe-     of  his  majefty'^  forces,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  petitioxv 
which^thc  ^^"^  ^^-  ^^^^  another  general  aiTembly  as  foon  as  polBble  ; 
people  af.  to  this  the  governor  replied,  that  he  had  no  authority  to- 
ftfmbie  un-  aflcrt  any  thing  concerning  the  arrival  of  the  forces,  his- 
namc^'of  a    **^for*^^tion  having  been  oiity  of  a  private  nature  j  andy. 
convcxu      with  regard  to  the  calling  of  another  aCembly,  he  could 
tion.  do  nothing,  being  required  by  his  inftrudiions  to  wait  ^hc 

,  pleafure  of  his  majefty  in  this  refpeft. 

The  committee  having  received  this  anfwer,  entered 

'    into  a  full  confideration  of  the  prcfent  ftate  of  affairs  ;; 

this  ended  in  a  tedious  detail  of  their  rights,  and  the  late 

infraclions  of  them.    Several  refolutions  were  formed 

againft  the  legality  of  introducing  the  troops,  founded  on 

.  an  a^  of  William  IIL  by  which  ic  wad  declared  to  be  un^ 
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lawful  to  keep  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  without 
the  confent  of  parliament.  Another  refolutioB  of  greater 
confequence  was  alfo  pafled  ;  and  this  was  the  holding  of 
a  new  aiTembly  under  the  titleof  a  Convention^  the  powers  >7^8. 
of  which  appear  not  to  have  been  exadly  determined,  but 
its  legal  exiftence  they  pretended  to  derive  from  a  claufe 
of  an  a£t  of  king  William,  concerning  the  frequency  of 
parliaments.  The  vote  for  this  aflcmbly  M^as  inftantly  fol- 
lowed by  another,  founded,  like  wife,  on  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment, by  which  the  fubjefts  were  authorized  to  keep 
arms.  In  confequence  of  this,  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
were  dciired,  fuch  as  had  no  arms,  to  furnifh  thcmft^lves 
with  them  ;  and  thofe  who  had,  to  put  them  into  thorough 
repair,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  emergency.  A  day  of  pub- 
lic fading  and  prayer  was  then  appointed,  after  which  the 
meeting  diflblved. 

In  confequence  of  the  votes  pafled  at  this  general  meet- 
ing, the  feleftmen  of  Bolton  fent  a  circular-letter  to  thofe 
of  the  other  towns  in  the  province  ;  and  though  nothing  Sept.  14. 
could  be  more  flender  than  the  pretences  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  to  any  fanftion  from  afts  of  parliament,  only  one 
town  (Hatfield)  out  of  ninety-feven  in  the.  province,  had 
the  courage  to  refufe  their  afl^jnt.  The  ftile  of  this  cir- 
cular letter  fo  much  refembled  that  of  the  Americans  on 
all  other  occafions  of  complaint,  that  we  fliall  here  infert 
the  mod  remarkable  paflages : "  Taxes,"  fay  they,  «  equal- 
ly detrimental  to  the  commercial  interefts  of  the  parent- 
country  and  the  colonies,  are  impofed  upon  the  people 
without  their  confent ;  as  alfo  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
large  Handing  army,  not  for  the  defence  of  the  newly 
acquired  territories,  but  for  the  old  colonies,  and  in  time 
of  peace.  The  decent,  humble,  and  truly  loyal  applica- 
tions and  petitions  from  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, for  the  redrefs  of  thefe  heavy  and  very  threaten- 
ing grievances,  have  hitherto  been  inefFeftual,  being  aC- 
fured  from  authentic  intelligence,  that  they  have  not  yet 
reached  the  royal  ear ;  the  only  c&Q:  of  tr^nfmitting 
thefe  applications,  hitherto  perceivable,  has  been  a  man- 
date from  one  of  his  majefty's  fecretaries  of  ftate,  to  the 
governor  of  this  province,  to  diflblve  the  general  aflembly, 
merely  becaufe  the  iate  houfe  of  reprefentatives  refufed 
to  refcind  a  refolution  of  a  former  houfe,  which  implied 
nothing  more,  than  a  right  in  the  American  fubjefts  to  • 
write  an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  their  gracious  £>• 
vercign,  when  they  found  themfelvcs  aggrieved. 

<«  The  concern  and  perplexity  into  which  thefe  things 
have  thrown  the  people,  have  been  greatly  aggravated  by  - 
a  late  declaration  of  the  governor^  that  one  or  more  reji* 
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CHAP,  mcnts  may  foon  be  expeded  in  the  pravince.     The  de^ 
V.       fignofthefe  troops  is,  in  every  one's  apprehenfion,  noi- 
'    ^'~^'  thing  ihort  of  enforcing,  by  military  power,  the  execur 
^7  ^'      lion  of  a£is  of  parliament,  in  the  forming  of  which  the 
colonies  have  not,  and  cannot  have,  any  con ftitutionai  in- 
fluence.    This  is  one  of  the  greateft  diftreffes  to  which  a 
free  people  can  be  reduced."    • 

^  As  favourable  anfwers  to  this  letter  were  received  froin 
zll  the  towns  of  MaffachufeUs  Bay,  Hatfield  alone  exr 
cepted,  the  oppofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place 
only  ferved  to  expofe  them  to  rhe  ridicule  of  the  reft  of 
the  province ;  the  convention  met,  and  fent  a  mefiage  to 
•the  governor,  difclaiming  all  le^ifl^tive  authority.  But 
this,  he  refufed  to  accept,  left  he  ihould,  by  fo  doing,  give 
his  fandion  to  it  as  a  legal  aflembly.  He  then  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  them,  requiring,  but  in  very  mild  terms,  that  they 
ilioiiid  immediately  difperfe  themfelves  without  doing  any 
bufinefs,  at  the  fame  time  threatening  worfe  confequcnces 
if  they  proceeded.  The  convention  framed  a  remon- 
ftrance  in  anfwer  to  this  mefllige;  but  the  governor  refu- 
fing  to  accept  of  that,  or  any  other  mcffage  from  them^ 
;they  began  to  be  ferioufly  afruid  they  had  proceeded  too 
The  ft-  ^^^  '  ^**  '  therefore,  after  appointing  a  committee  to  dra\ir 
ventiini  '"P  ^  report,  in  which  they  affigned  the  caufes  of  their 
diflblved.  meeting,  difclaimed  all  pretences  to  authority,  and  rer- 
^ommendedthe  greateft  deference  to  government.  After 
^his,  having  prepared  a  proper  reprefentation  of  their 
tranfadiions  to  be  tranfmitted  to  the  ?gent  for  the  colony 
Sept.  29.  .at  London,  they  broke  up  the  aflembly,  September  29, 
J7<58.  '  ' 

Thus  peace  Teamed  to  be,  in  fqme  meafure,  reftored  zt 
Bofton,  to  which  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  Halifax, 
having  on  board  two  regiments,  the  very  day  thfc  conveni- 
tion  broke  up^  undoubtedly  contributed  not  a  little,  as  did 
alfo  the  arriv^ilbf  general  Gage  with  otlicr  two  regimenia 
from  Ireland  a  little  time  after.  The  feeds  of  diffencioR, 
however,  were  not  now  to  be  eradicated.  Refolutions, 
Similar  to  thofe  taken  at  Bofton,  had  been  entered  into  by 
^Imoft  all  the  other  colonies.  They  had  expreifled  the 
-higheft  approbation  of  the  conduft  of  the- Boftonians^ 
and  the  moil  determined  resolution  to  coincide  .with  their 
jneafures.  They  did  not  evqn  fcruple  to  avow  their  ap- 
>probation  of  thefe  meafares  to  the  fecretary  of  ftatc  ;  ani- 
madverting with  great  freedom  on  the  requifition,  as  weil 
as  feveral  other  parts  of  his  letter;  while  moft  of  them 
jcntered  into  refolutions  not  to  import  any  more  goods 
/rom  Britain  after  the  beginning  of  Januagj^l^^l^p,  until 
Xuch  time  as  the  obnoxious  afts  of  parliament  3verc  x^r 
jpaled,.  -  ' 
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CHAP.    VL 


Death  of  the  duke  of  Tork Parliament  meets Debates 

on  the  Nullum  Tcmpus  bill Air.  Wilkes  chofen  mim-^ 

her  for  Middlefex-^ Difttirbances  on  his  account /««. 

creafed  by  his  fentence Proceedings  in  parliament  tvith 

regard  to  him r^His  expulfiony  re^leSlion^  and  final  inca^ 

pacitation  as  member  of  parliament Ele5Hon  of  colonel 

Luttrel — ^Violent  commotions ^  debates^  and  petitions^  on 

ihisfubjeH The  patriots  at  lafi  iveariedout'ir^r-'Prefeir^ 

ment  of  Mr.  Wilkes* 


DURING  thefc  difturbances  In  the  colonies,  afFaS-g 
had  been  in  no  very  agreeable  fituation  at  home. 
In  the  month  oL  Auguft,  1767,  the  nation  was  deprived  CH  A P» 
yof  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  ^ho  died  at  Mo-      VI. 
naco,  having  fome  time  before  undertaken  another  tour  ^y^X-) 
ihrough  Europe.    His  d€a?h  was  occafioned  by  a  fever,      1767- 
arifing   originally  from  too  violent  exercife  in  dancing,  the  duke 
and  afterwards  neglefted.     Immediately  after  the  ball,  of  York, 
Jhe  gave  orders  for  his  carriage  to  conyey  him  to  Toulon,  Auguft  17, 
from  whence  he  was  diftant  three  or  four  leagues.  The  ^^^' 
gentlemen  who  amended  him,  perjceiving  his  royal  high- 
nefs greatly  fatigjised,  reprefented  to  him,  that  there  was 
a  necefSty  for  his  remaining  where  he  was,  if  not  to  go 
10  bed, at  lead  to  cool  and  (hift  hitnfelf.This  falutary  advice, 
however,  was  rejefted  ;  his  royal  highnefs  declaring,  that 
Acre  was  noopcafion  for  fych  precaution,  as  he  would 
wrap  himfelf  up  in  his  cloak,  which  he   accordingly  did, 
and  ftepped  into  his  carriage.  This  happened  on  the  9th  of 
Auguft.    Next  day,  he  complained  of  a  chilnefs  and  ftji- 
vering.  The  diforder,  however,  appearing  to  be  flight,  did 
not  prevent  him  from  going  to  a  comedy  the  fame  night  ; 
but  there  his  highnefs  found  himfelf  fo  much  worfe,  that 
|bB  yas  obliged  to  leave  it,  being  manifcftly  fevcrifh.    By 
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CHAP,  drinking  plentifully  of  diluting  liquors  and  proper  care  be- 
VI.      ing  taken  in  other  refpecls,  he  was  greatly  better  in  the 
'C/VX^*  morning  ;  on  which  he  again  took  the  unhappy  refolutioxi 
f      1767.      of  fetting  forward  to  Monaco.    In  his  journey  thither, 
his   royal  highnefs  was  greatly  incommoded  by  the  heat 
of  the  weather,  and  next  day  was  obliged  to  confine  him- 
felf  to  his  bed.  Every  poifible  advice  and  afllftance  was  gi- 
ven, but  in  vain  ;  the  fever  was  unconquerable  ;  and  his 
royal  highnefs,  now  fully  fenCble  of  his  danger,  prepared 
for  the  event  with  becoming  fortitude.  He  retained  his 
fenfes  to  the  lad  moment,  took  an  affedlionate  leave  of 
all  his  attendants,  and  expired   with  the  piety  and  refig- 
nation  of  a  Chriftian. 
Death  of         During  the  recefs  of  parliament  this  year,  alfo  died  Mr. 
Mr.Charles  Charles  Townfhend,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  lofs 
Town-        of  whom  proved  a  creat  detriment  to  the  minillry,  already 
temb«r  4.    divided  and  weak-handed. 

Minifterial       About  this  time,  fevcral  changes  took  place  among  the 

changes,      great  officers  of  ftate.    Lord   Mansfield   was  appointed 

chancellor  of  the  exchequer  on  the  1 2th  of  September, 

and  Lord  North  on   ill  December,  Mr.  T.  Townfliend 

paymafter  of  the  forces,  in   room  of  Lord  North,  Earl 

Gower  lord  picfident  of  the  council,  Earl  Hilllborough 

and  Lord  Weymouth  fecretaries  of  ftate,  the  former,  as 

already  related,  being  appointed  to  a  new  departnient  for 

the  colonies. 

Parliamciit       At  the  meeting  of  parliament,  November  24,  1767,  the 

nicct8,Nov.  fpeech  from  the  throne  recommended  an  attention  to  the 

%A'  diftreffes  of  the  people,  occafioncd  by  the  dearnefs  of  pro- 

vifions,  and  the  reduction  o^  the  national  debt.  The  city 

of  London  prefented  a  petition,  containing  a  complaint 

on  the   high  price  of  provifions,  and  containing  feveral 

propofals  for  removing  it.    No  better  expedient,  however, 

could  be  found  at  this  time,  than   the   importation    of 

wheat  and  flour  from  America. 

The  neat  objeft  of  this  parliament  was  the  Eaft  India 
Company.  Their  agreement  to  pay  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  government  was  to  iaft  another  year  ;  but 
as  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  dividends  to  ten  per  cent, 
was  now  about  to  expire,  another  was  introduced  to  re- 
ftrain  them. in  the  fame  manner  for  another  year.  This 
apparent  refolution  to  perfevere  in  fuch  an  arbitrary  mea- 
fure,  greatly  alarmed  the  Company,  who  therefore  ftrongly 
petitioned  againft  it.  The  moft  violent  debates  alfo  took 
place  in  the  houfe  concerning  it  ;  but  though  it  was  evi- 
dent, that  the  former  bill  had  increafed  the  very  mifchiefs 
it  was  intended  to  remedy,  the  miniftry  carried  their 
point  a  fecond  time  by  a  great  majority. 
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The  mod  remarkable  tranfaftion  during  this  feiEon, CHAP* 
however,  was  the  introduftion  of  a  bill  for  quieting  the      VI. 
pofleffions  of  the  fubjeft,  and  for  amending  and  rendering  <  11*^^1  Jl 
more  efFeiSuil  an  adl:  of  the  twentjr-firil  of  James  I.  for     i76U. 
the  general  quiet  of  the  fubjeft  againft  all  pretences  ofblccafcof 
concealment  whatever.  The  circumftances  which  led  to  the  Duke 
the  introduftion  of  this  famous  bill  were  as  follow  :— The  of  P^^- 
family   of  the  Duke  of  Portland  had,  for  feventy  years* 
poflefled  a  large  eltate  in  the  north  of  England,  confiding 
of  the  honour  of  Penrith  in  Cumberland,  with  the  appur- 
tenances. The  grant  of  this  cftate  had  been  obtained  from 
William  III.  and  the  forcfl:  of  Inglewood,  with  the  manor 
and  calUe,  of  Carlifle^  had  been  confidered  as  parts  of  it* 
and  enjoyed  by  the  fiimily  in  common  with  the  reft  j 
though  it  is  probable  they  had  not  been  particularly  fpeci- 
iied  in  the  grant,  being,  perhaps,  thought  to  be  exprefled 
with  fuflicient  perfpicuity  as  parts  of  the  whole  ;  and  it 
is  poffible  that  King  William,  on  account  of  his  frequent 
difiention  and  altercation  with  his  parliaments,  might  not 
choofe  to  be  very  particular  in  the  fp^cification  of  what  ht 
granted  to  his  favourite. 

After  fo  long  pofleffion  of  the  fubjeft,  it  was  fcarce  to 
be  imagined  that  any  difpute  concerning  it  could  arife  ; 
however,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1767,  Sir  James  Lowthcr,  J"'y  ^* 
who  poiTefles  a  very  large  eftatc  in  the  fame  county,  prc- 
fcntcd  a  memorial  to  the  lords  of  the  treafury,  ihewing» 
that  he  was  informed,  that  the  foreft  of  Inglewood,  and 
the  foccage  of  Carliflc,  had  been  long  withheld  from  the 
crown,  without  its  receiving  any  benefit  from  them  ;  for 
which  reafon,  he  prayed  for  a  Icafe  of  his  majefty's  inter- 
eft  thereon  for  three  lives,  upon  fuch  terms  as  Ihould  feem 
proper  to  their  brdfhips.  The  matter  being  referred  to 
the  furveyor-general  of  the  crown-lands,  he  gave  it  as  hiip 
opinion,  that  the  lands  in  queftiop  had  not  been  conveyed 
by  King  William's  grant,  but  were  ftill  vefted  in  the 
crown  ;  he  therefore  recommended  to  their  ^ordfliips  to 
grant  the  leafc.  This  report  was  returned  without  any  opi'- 
nion  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  law  being  taken  ^  the  fur- 
veyor  was  no  lawyer  ;  nor  was  any  notice  erf  the  tranfac- 
tion  fent  to  the  duke.  The  latter,  however,  having  at  laft  OA.  ia« 
obtained  information,  he  prefented  a  memorial,  praying 
to  be  heard  before  any  important  ftep  was  taken  in  confe- 
quence  of  Sir  James  Lowther's  application.  His  memo- 
rial was  anfwered  by  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the 
treasury,  4efiring  him  to  lay  before  the  board  a  ftate  of  his 
claim -and  title  to  the  foreft  oi  Inglewood,  which  they 
promifed  to  refer  to  the  furveyor-general  j  and^  at  the 
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,CfLAP.  fame  time,  fend  him  back  bis  report  on  Sir  James  Low- 
^  rr^^  >  *tlfer^^inem§f4il  i^f»50Miffifig:-iifeewife*  tbat  >io  J^,&o4jUn^ 

^"■*^v" i>e^^^tajgt?n  CoJ>-t{>avdiK)ifi(«>  of^iiermatatftr  in^queftjop,  untii 

/1^:  -^enrfhfng  itfcitfeig  i^  the  4ukc!sfitkflK>«i!^he  fairijndif!- 

%¥■  Ri^'coiife4«^«f  of ^cfe  promifcdithe^uke entered. i^r" 

'W^-meft^  l^dic^s  and  difficult iQ¥eftiga]io]i;  during  t|ie 

"^<^lte:f6  of^M^hidij  itb^campncceifixy  t^  ex^ifUne  w|i€th<^ 

■^Aefe^^srJdelrvkrarf  ifldje  ftirycj^qj^'sjrepbrt^wfief-e  £aithful|y 

*^^eed  wriet^} -but  when'applieatk>n>was.ma(fe  u  the  iii%- 

>^y\y%th  laaS^JC  for  thi^  .pttrpoie, .  permiffiQn  to  examine  liia 

\:^tith^5ritic ff  ^ad-Abfolutely.rcf uft d. . OjB  this>  the  ^ul^'|«ni5r 

^^need  afto!;h4i?  n|«iiDri^  .to  the  board jciouiggfjpttb,  tj»t 

Dec.  a.    ,^4<>^5^H  pub^cyecGrrdsfOughr^  and.^by  all  jpourta  of  judic^ 

'%u^:^tare  dweSked^:-  tofec-^infpeacd^for  :  th^^beije^tipf  ?|l^e 

•^-^af ti«»iritefefl^y  aa  order*  might  be  iffued  t^  .jtherfiixyey-fc 

•'  er^6>4ffi<^^ot liberty  toiniiJC^i  fiich .  fori^eysi,  (jourt-jToJi^, 

( -*&^^*!ls  '-frfated  to  the  affair* -in  que (Uqp»'^  Tp  this  ^  \jfaa 

siurrfj|iti^r0^'by Atlki^  fecrdtary  ta  tb^  bo^rd,?  that  i^n^  .9r4er  foF 

V  .^ihe',  {^YpiExfe  ^eotidncii  ip  the  mj^morUl>jEhipuld  be  fiyc^i 
N         ^  :,ji0t  as  amatter  of  right,  but  of;pand^urjan4  ciyijity.^  '^^ 

;  '•  ■]^6twithfta2idiiig  thefe  promifc^i  hQ^eyicir^  :an^  thQugh 
b  die  clerks  Tcocivcd  the  ufual  ffee3  for;nfiaking  qu^  th^  d^- 

V  defift  cdald^niiifetbcobtained*  Atlal^titjw^sfai^l  tohaye 
.  '^vlJoc;^'  font  .to-the  furveyor's-  office  5'  .bi^t,.  on  enquiry,  f^e 
xf<  receipt  oEi^ssBj)  ftich  ojxdej"  wasdeiaied,,;  Aough  it  aft^- 
^  urards  appeared,  that  it  had  iJbot  .orjjy  been  fetU;,  but  ^an  s|n- 
/  fv^reiF  f6tur{ied>tD  k,  two  days  b«foTf  .t^e  application  c^^^hc 
%  patet  ^of  thciJDuke  ofPortfend.    Tihe^an^wfr  naade  jl^.fHc 

''ft^vieyOT  wasa  yemonftrance  Sgainft  tfep  infpe<3:iqAj)fr;aiiy 
:  papisrs;  by  thafe  who  litigalie  the,  rigjjt§^f^^4ie  jiproj^n.  , .  ^^ 

But,  while  the  agents  of  tlie  Duke  of  rorj|bm4  were  ^jxs 
^c  ;/Siaiiief«ny  tfi%d;.  WIA,**lle^lgf$|Jt8^^^^if  J^n^  X.qwthet 
-^,  wene  aft ually. 'made  owt^.an^a<t-p^f^d^^^ 
^s  roffiice8>;  excepting. ithat  of  tl^e  c^x^ch^aufij.;,,  and  l^^wjij^^ut 
4.  theddce  knowing. any  thiiig::cirf,tl]^;ii^atj^^  ^^^JbjIWic 
-/-^;^^«ifi3rm€d::by  a^lett^rirqia^  th^  f6(?r«tary  j^^the  tre^i- 
*: -ryV:  ths^ .th^  graiU;sWas  pajTed,  a^^tht  jjfaf^f Mflre^y .^ig^d. 
:    The:dttke;  ^Ijasj^  th€n«««>  refQUf^q  l)«t>ta>^t;e^^^  it 

_  --V  b^^fose  the  cottTc|  qf  v#x<^^  ,aip4  ^t^nh^^  te..wa&.^f- 

. "" -^  I*  -appointed*  l^hii^^aa^^br  ix\ki^xi^^M\fhl^Xi^  waV^if* 

>   1  wa^  obUg^  iacobplf  j»«ith  .^very  ^ 
.^^.  ^    ,.^  -^-  %reafiiify,:,,i  v^*;<^.*^S«  ^  v-  ^;  .  •  •  ^,  ^;,.  '•«H.N.>,^H^ii'^' 
•;  "^      >-- :^'  Th^aflairikJW^ 

pute  was  fiot  ilidmb^f  i?iuch  .^alpe/jji  i\^%  Ify^ .  o^  ^vaft 
%,fiinportante  in  ifc^gcg^t|enc€$.^T^ 

^   ■*••'■  '*^V   ■;;.,  >>K  '-^^  ^:.  •  ■  I  ^^: 


«,*»   ~.jw^ 
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&e  miniftry  founds  this  extraordinaiy  procedure,  ihi[^CHAP.. 
die  abfolute  law  and  maxim  of  ^e  royal  prerogativej      VI. 
«*  NuUum  ttmpus  occurrit  Regif*  \>j  whith  the  claims  of  the  C^/VXJ 
ciovn  could  notibe  invalidated  by  poiTelfioh  for  any  length     ^1^^- 
of  tinte  whatever;    To  revive  thi?  law  in  the  prefent  age 
muft  have  been  attended  with  the  nloft  pernicious  confe- 
quences  that  can  be  imagined ;  for,  as  mod  of  the  land$ 
of  the  kingdoih  have  been  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  it  would  now  be  eitremely  di£EicUlt,  if  hot  altoge- 
ther impof&blcj  to  ihew  that  great  part  of  them  did  not 
ftill  belong  to  it.  As  the  landed  intereft,  therefore,  were  fo 
generally  affe£^ed  i>y  the  confequeiicea  of  this  a£l,  the 
franfaAion  excited  not  6nly  a  very  great  populsir  clamour^ 
but  a  general  diicdntent  throughout  the  whple  kingdom. 

In  me  courfe  of  the  debates  on  this  fubjei^,  it  was  made 
evident,  that  the  nullum  tempus  a£l  had  beeii  enforced  on^ 
iy  by  the  word  and  moft  arbitrary  princes,  and  eVen  by 
mem  with  the  utmoft  caution  ;  that  it  ha^  been  reproba- 
ted by  the  mod  learned  writers  oh  the  law,  and  condantly 
held  by  them  ^s  fubver^ve  of  all  natiiral  equity,  and  the 
maxims  of  free  government  :  That,  iri  the  reign  of  James 
I.  a  law  was  paued  to  redrain  its  bad  confequences  \  an4 
as  the  cdnditution  became  better  edabiiihed,  this  law  was 
only  made  rctrofpe£tive,  as  it  could  never  be  fuppofed^ 
that  a  law  would  be  revived  in  more  enlightened  ages, 
which  had  been  held  in  abhorrence  iii  thofe  of  barbarity 
and  ignorance.  The  r-evival  of  it  could  only  apfwqr  the 
mod  arbitrary  purpofes  \  and,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  was 
evidently  to  produce  an  undue  influence  at  the  next  gene- 
ral ele<^ion,  a^  the  different  prihciples  of  the  parties  fuffici- 
cntly  evinced. 

On  the  part  of  the  ctown,  it  viras  urged,  That  the  ful> 
|e£is  in  queflion  were  not  any  part  of  Ae  honour  of  Pen- 
rith, as  they  were  neither  fpecified  nor  underdood  in  thd 
grant ;  That  the  right  being  certain,  it  wa^  no  more  a 
Jault  iri  the  crown,  than  in  any  private  perfon,  to  aflert  it : 
^That  it  would  be  happy  for  the  people  if  many  fuch  re- 
lumptipm  were  made,  as  by  this  means  a  revenue  would 
be  procured  by  the  crown  without  laying  any  burden  upon 
them,  virith  other  arguments  fo  totally  void  of  any  colour  ^y  i^"]J5[" 
^i  reafon,  that,  notwidiftanding  the  gresMt  influence  pf  ad^  gcd  to  put 
ininiftratiba,  they  were  obliged  to  cl«ajge  their  mode  of  ♦^^'^^^^ic* 
defence  J  arid,  pretending  tjiat  it  wad  too  late  in  the  fea- ^^^°p^|j^ 
JTon,  put  o^  the  matter  to  the  next.  Even  this  was  not  done  of  Port- 
Vidiout  the  utmoft  difficulty ;  the  meafure  ivas  fo  univer-  ^c^i'»  ca&. 
jTally  odious,  that  a  majority  of  po  more  than  twenty  could 
be  procured  Qtt  tbe  occafioii. 

Vot.V.  K 
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CHAP.      Such  arbitrary  and  unfair  proceedings  of  the  miniftry-^; 
VI. '      cbuld  not  but  have  a  very  confiderable  cWed  in  riretting^ 
W-  "v"  ■*  in  the  minds  of  the  people  tliofe  prejudices  which  now  pro- 
1768.     duced  fuch  difturbance^,  not  only  throughout  the  vrholc^ 
Gontinent  of  America,  but  in  the  illand  of  Britain  itfdf. 
A  new  and  unexpefted  obje£l  of  contention  now  appear- 
ed.   Mr.  Wilkes,  who  had  formerly  been  perfccuted  and* 
appcarf^^"  outUwed,  having  fpent  feveral  years  in  very  diftrcffed  tir- 
and  it  cho-  cumftances  abroad,  fuddenly  made  his  appearance,  and  25' 
fen  mem-     the  pkrliaihent  Was  at  the  end  of  this  feffion  diffolvied  by 
Middlcfcx.  proclamation,  boldly  offered  himfelf  a  candidate  for  rcpre-' 
'  tenting  the  city  6f  London.'  He  was  received  by  the  popu-' 
*  lace  with  Ae  loudeft  acclamations,  and  encouraged  by  ma- 

ny refpeftable  citizens,  fome  of  whoih  entered,  into  an  af- 
fociation  for  his  fupport,  and  the  payment  of  his  debts- 
He  ^as^  hdwever,  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  reprefent  the  ci^ 
-  ty  of  London  5  but,  though  he  mifcairied  in  this,  his  next 
enterprize  was  attended  with  better  fuccefs,  and  he  was': 
Mar(4'>8  ^^^^^^  member  for  Middlefex  by  a  great  majority.  It  now- 
became  neceflary  to  take  fome  fte'ps  to  diferigage  himfetf 
from  the  feverity  of  the  fentence  under  which  he  lay  ;  for 
which  purpol£,,he  appeared  voluntarily  before  the  court  of 
King's  Bench ;  and  though  it  was  contrary  to  law  that  he 
fliould  be  committed  to  prifon  upon  his  voluntary  appear- 
ance, he  was  foon  after  apprehended  on  a  writ  of  c/ipias  tit 
lagatutHy  and  fentto  the  Marflialfea  prifon.  As  he  proceed- 
ed along  the  ftreet,  the  populac^  aflembled,  took  the  horfes^ 
from  the  carriage,  and  drew  it  themfelves  to  the  door  of  a 
tavern,  where  they  fet  the  prifoner  at  liberty  5  but  foon  af^ 
ter  he  again  voluntarily  furrendered  himfelf,  and  was  com-^ 
mkted. 

During  this  period  of  Mr*  Wilkes's  imprifonment,  the- 
populace  demonftrated  the  moft  extravagant  attachment  ta 
nim,  which  produced  many  difagreeable  tranfa£tions.  The 
—  ^1  moft  remarkable,  was  the  death  of  a  young  man  named  Al- 
Un  kSed*  k^i  ^ho  was  Ihot  by  fome  foldiers  as  being  concerned  in 
by  afol-  a  mob,  though  he  really  was  not.  The  particulars  of  this> 
T^^'  tmhappy  affair  were  as  follow : — On  the  loth  of  Miay,  1 768, 

the  populace  having  taken  it  into  their  heads  that  Mr.. 
Wilkes  was  to  be  conveyed  from  the  prifon  to  the  parlia- 
ment houfe,  affembled  with  a  defign  to  fliew  their  ufual 
mark  of  affe£lion,  viz.  that  of  clrav*^ing  his  carriage  thither. 
Having  demanded  him  at  the  prifon,  they  became  v^ery  ri- 
otous on  being  refufed  5  fo  that  it  was  found  neceffary  to 
read  the  aft.  But,  while  this  was  doing,  ftones  and  brick- 
bats were  tlirown  abo^  with  fuch  violence,  that  it  could 
not  be  accomplilhed  \  on  which  the  fbldiers  fired,  and  ont 
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0£  them  unhappily  maftaking_  young  Allan  for  pncof  the  CH  A  P. 
ringleaders,  though  it  afterwards  appeared  that  he  was  not        VL. 
at  all  concerned,  purfued  him  for  a  cpnfiderable  way  iat^  L/VXJ 
^  cow-houfe,  and  there  fliot  him  dead*    After  this  the  ripl       x?^^. 
•cncreafed  ;  more  foldiers  were  fent  for,  who  having  fired 
on  the  mob,  five  or  fix  p«ople  were  killed  «n  thefpot,  an4  ^ 
about  fifteen  wounded. 

The  purfuit  and  flaughtcr  of  a  fingle  perfon,  tvcu 
riiough  a£live  in  the  mob,  could  not  but  appear  exceifively 
iCruel  ;  but  when  it  was  confidered,  that  tlie  unhappy  vicr 
tim  was  entirely  innocent,  we  can  fcarce  wonder  at  the 
UHivcrfal  flame  occafiohed  by  this  tranfadlion,  efpecially 
when  the  trial  of  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  have  killed  hin| 
^^as  concealed.  Government  interpofed  its  authority  t<f 
prevent  any  publication,  and  no  enquiry  was  ma<le  aftcjr 
the  real  author,  (though  the  perfon  accufed  declared  that 
he  knew  him,)  notwkhftanding  the  remonftrances^of  the 
publjc,  and  the  petitipns  of  the  fattier  of  the  young  man 
himfelf. 

In   the  me^n  time,  Mr.  Wilkes  carried  every  thing  he-  Final  fcn- 
fote  him.    Already  the  idol  of  the  people,  their  adoration  ^^^^  ^^ 
was  encreafed  almoft  to  madnefs  by  the  imprucjence  of  the  wfikcf 
miniftry  in  ftill  continuing  their  pcrfecution.    As  he  was 
now  affifted  by  the  bell  counfel  the  kingdom  could  afibrd, 
his  outlawry  undeiwcat  the  moft  full  and  critical  exami- 
nation ;  the  confequcncc  of  which  was,  that  it  was  at  laft 
declared  illegal-,  and  confequently  reverfed.  Still,  however, 
he  was  detained  in  cuftody  until  he  fjiould  be  punifhed  for 
the  crimes  for  which  he  was  originally  apprehended,  {viz. 
the  publication  of  the  North  Britain  and  the  EfTay  on  Wo- 
man.)   For  tliefe,  his  ultimate  fentence  was  to  be  impri- 
foned  for  twenty-one  months,  and  to  pay  a  fineof  athou*- 
fand  pounds ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he  was  again  com-r 
mitted  to  the  Marflialfea.  '  .;  .. 

By  this  fentence,  the  miniftry  entailed  on  themfelve.s  the 
uniyerfal  hatred  of  the  populace,  ^yhi^h  di4  t)Ot  fail  to  epc- 
prefs  itfelf  by  every  poifible  method  during  the  term  of\  "'  * 
Iheir  hero's  imprifonment ;  while,  at  the  fanie  time,  their 
proceedings  were  confidered  as  illegal  and  unponftitution- 
ai  by  a  vail  number  of  the.  nioft  refpe£liible  pegple 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  miniftry  indeed,  iyer?  i\ht 
wanting  in  excufes  for  their  own  conduft*  particularly  ;a 
the  affair  of  young  Allan.  They  reprefented,  in  the  ftrppgr 
eft  terms,  the  licentious  difpofition  of  the  rabble^  nay, 
that  fuch  V/2S  the  unhappy  infatuatlop,  they.faid>  .that  ju- 
ries could  fcarcely  be  got  to  do  juilice  to  foldi^rij  whqn 
brought  before  them;  and  that  ^ven  the  foldiers  themfelvcs 


7^  HisTmT:}08  womsm. 

UfW!  *    ^Hm^  :gP?!i«iilt  aq.Qttfetioii  ©f 'the  ?pe«plo -could  not  be  lu^W 
»7^>    pofed  to  increafe  the  popularity  of  the^laiiHftry  ^  and  tlxi^ 

|tea  of  Xiord.Ctajbiw^i^^Kto  ftillr  continued  tb  make  one. 
o|  »|Jic  miniftiy>.;  tbougliqfpj:  a  bog  time  never  fccn  or 
h^ai^of^r  l^eireoitteptipt^Ct^^^  nobioman^rft  became^ 
appareoflij  .the  remoral.  o£  Sir  Jcfirey  Atnhcrft  from  the  i 
g^Kqriwept  of*  Vijginta,  which  though,  a  fniccure  office^  haidE  > 
ch'^^h  ^^  ajf^bwedly .beftowcd  on  him  as  a: ttetraid fcp Us  grisat. a 

andsh*™  fervlcc^.dcueing  thciwar  of  1755,  and  ithicb  1^  »a?iloidp^o 
>urnc  re-  J!|ftjy  defervcrf.  Thi«  waftimniediately*fQllowe4^W  the  rci«  r 
-Jlgn.  .figR4tif>n  of  Loyd'Shelbttrne,  whchwas  iudoecd^dlf  lior4-i 

A^c^mouth^  ai;idf<boa  after  by  that  of,  liOBdiChktham^  I 
h|i[nfejf,  who  wa»  fufc^e^ded  iniis-officejibyfthc  Earl  of 
BriftpK  .     »      "  'i  '  "^"'   '      •'  ■•'  -•••^■-^^  ■■'-^^  '••    --^ 

NaT'  ^  V  s    rr^i  attheitteetingc^.farUanaisi)t9Nov^nikst.tiLr.i76S^:' 
the  .mii>iftry.foundrthem&lYea<ji^  aUi  fid^^^ 
cmbOTafftd*r--^Abtoad,.the>libemioU$  and  indc^e»dentfpir^ 
riji  oJF;the  colotiies  knovra  noJboundsy.iwMitetfat'yiflaafl^ 
atfhcroe  werefcarce  inferior to^^thofeiahi^adt*^;  A 'mo&vio*; 
lent  party  now  demanded^  th^MrAWi^ibtpildbc.TO 
fi^eis@d  a^Tepirefentativerof  the  county i^ofriftfccdJefexi  fcnr>' 
\i^b  he  had  be^n  duly«fe<9:ed.by  tlk^'p^^iisrl^.ihs^r. 
jniniftry,  on  the  either  jhand^  witHtiutrf«giao|ioi  .4hi«:tkcf ) 
tion,  confidered  only  hii  private  ^«i«atas333rii  oripteh^itfiuBi;' 
offenco  he  had.  given.  Id  thetnielyes  ;vand|\<«sl  dtey^fuppofecS^ 
the  houfe  <5f  commons'  hid  a  negative  .vdipe:  witfi  rcgahi  tq  > 
the  admiffion  of  members  among  thtmj^;it^*^«"  determi«fid'^ 
that,  Wilkes  flipuld  nat  have  a  feat  mVp^Kaipent*  Th<i 
^ilk  s       conteft  was  begun  by  a  petition  from;Mrk\Wi|k^sJbimf€4f,;' 
petitions     etiumerating  .ajid :  compiaimng  of  the.  Varieiis  .prpc^fHimg;^ •> 
rarliament  with  regard  to  himfelf,  fromthe  time  Xif  his -i^eing^iafpreii 
Nov.  i4»     fiended.  by  a.  'general  warrant. in  '1763^  to  WsittiprifonnieA^ 
ii^  the  King's  Bench  in  1768,    A  \?ery?  heavy  charge  wa^,* 
brought  againft  Mr.  Webb,  late  fecretary.  td  'th^>treafury^i 
wl>Qi  w''as,'in  c6i;fequ£nqei  arder^dto   attend  thi  houfe  y 
.  anfl .  a  copy  pC  the  jrec«>.rds  relating   to /the  pr6ccf  dinged  ; 
againft  Mr. :  Wlltcfi, .  wia^  oidered  tQ  be  laid  before  the 
houfe  ;  the  jgUrnalfi^ind- rejoiutions  bf  the;  lioufe  in  ^^7^3 
were  alfo  examined^  an<j  aday  appointed  for  reconfidcring 
thc-m'Uter.  Some  of  the,fnoti  diftinguithcd  members  in 
bppofmori  were  of  opinion^    th'at  the   bc^  method   th^ 
ininiftry  could  havib  followed  on  this  occtfion,  would h^Ytf 
been  to  take  no  notice  of  the  pe*  Ition,  as  they  faw  tha.t  tfe^ 
ionfideration  oiit  would  c|uickly  raife  a  flame  nolfo  ez(«j 
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over-ruled  ;  Mr.  Webb  prepared  for  his  ^teTeiHpe^  tnibiu'i     Vt/ 
^^e^kes'was  sdlowedi<)o  attetid'fft  tbn:  h^t,' iknd  to bc'^IB^'  C^/VVl 
|!3iby:properfXM|nfriif'  -^'i  i  •'*•  ',  •    ^>  ^''^'^^T    ^f^' 

*  ?After  rome  debancsi^e  finaI'deeMiM  tf  drisinnMt^'vi^/ 
dfelierred  to  the  27th  Jsnu^,  i^prbttfj  before  the- ft ihiftr> 
try  bad  properly  adopted  anjipt«rL'c>C  pfp<^edure/>Mri'^ 
Wilkes  had^  bf  another  tranfadkni^  affofdad  tttatt€»r  ISmt  j»^ 
fitefh  profeeutioii  :VwA  letler  had^been  wrimnj  pret(o\id  |6 
i&e  4catfa  of-  young"  AUan^  by  bne  «f  the  fecyetarieft  iof  ftattt; 
to  the  chkirman  of  the  quarter  feffiosnr  iat' Lambertfa,  ite^-       ^^ 
ctaiiiiefi^in;  to  the  magiftr^te^  to  c«ll  die  affiftanoe  of*^      iTi. 
^Oi  militdf y^  without'  loofing  a  fnomentt  if  there  (houkt 
bh  oceafion )'  and  to  make  ufe  of  tfaem '  effe£buaily ,  if  ther 
found'  ihl^mripbvirer  in  any  mafme»4of'way4nfiilted.  In^ 
jiindiiorts  of  thj^kindhad  been  fofpeAed  at  dieihn<^;  bttt* 
Mr.  Wilkes  having  found  means  to  procure  a  copy  df  the^^ 
icd^  pubHftied  it  4n.  a  news-poper^^tinrii  lbm<5  confMnU  Pablifiidf  | 
o£>htsmiai,<in  ^th  the  above-mentioned  affair  wis  ft*^«^''h"^/r^. 
ahipirfidinsifiierei  &nd  the  confdqubnce  of  a  hdUffiprofeft^^^o/ft^e^* 
deiiberatejy  pianntd  and  deterhfined  upon.  The  fecvetsty; ' 
brovofed'^atr^thiSrVor^plaincdof  it  to  the  hoiife' of  lofdsr  as^*: 
a  breach  of jniV^egei/  A  compkvat'Watfimade  at  the  fame' 
time  to  the  do«tinions, and  th<^  tMro  houfes hdd  a  eonfereiice* 
upon  the  fuJbj^.  Mr.*  Wilkes  did  not  hetitate  a  mbmenr 
to>adcndwledge>bxmfeif  the  authdr  of'the  ternaries,  at\d' 
raUiiiierof'the  lettbrV  but  his  boldncfs  si^as  not  in  this  in«<^ 
rciBce  attcntfedr with- any  fbceefs*  iHisrenia^ks  wire'd<?l' 
cbo-id  ai)  infolent^fcandaknxs^  and  feditious  Hbdl^  tending^- 
td)i«iiame  and  ftiruptfae  minds  of  his  Majtefty's  fubjcds  ^ 
tO'^lidition^  arid  to  a  fiibveriion  of  all  good  order ;  -at  the ' 
f^mcf  time,the^^omplaint3  fet  forth  in  hts  petition  :wcre 
iiei^lated  to  be  frivoldus,  and/that  be  had  i^c  made  good  ' 
hk  dhsarge  agatnift  Mr;  Webb.  ••  '    •'' 

'  '/iEhefeidcpyfions  were  followed  by  ah  eap^lfiop  of  this  is  expelled 
pptwot.from  the-  Houfe  -of  Conjimotis,'  on  a  diviflon  2 1 9  ^^^^  ^^*^ 
againft  137  v  btt^  inftead  of  diminifhift^,  'this  new  irt-  UutTp^t- 
(t^nce  of  biiiiillicrial  vengcattcc  greatly  liy'crffaftd  his  po-'cdiy  re- 
pu^rity.  Hip  cohdcnioatiau  of  the  focrst^ry's  letter  was  chofen. 
univerfaBy  appiovcd,  aisno  rtieafiirff'couki  have  been  more    ^  '  ^^- 
violetitly  eiecrated'  by  the  people  pwhtfc  the  courage  of 
their  hero,  inoppbiinig  hirt^f€^f  albne  to 'the  ven^ancc  of ' 
the  Coprt^^was  liofefsiapptatidcd.  A  meetingof  the  freehold  * 
(Jers  of  Middiefex'  V  as  •  heldj  in  uhich  t!ie  caufe  of  Mr. 
Wiiteswa^f^jr  forth  as  that  of  the  people;  and  he  was 
confidered,  fibtwiihilanding  has  etpulfioh,  as  the  only  pro-  p^^,  ^^ 
ip^rcantiiiiate'^tfcftc^  could  bs  ch©{bnr  At  the  fecorid  elec- 
tion, thercf'jre,  the  votes  were  almoil  unanimous  in  his 
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£  If  A  ]^  favour ;  notwkhftancHiig  whkh»  the.  return  was  no  fqoneir 

yj.      piadc  to  the  Iloufe  than  it  was  refolvcd,  235  againft  87^ 

{^y^Y\J  that  Mr.  Wilkes  having  been  expelled  this  feflion,  was 

i7h-     and  is  incapable  of  being  clefted  a  member  of  the  prefent 

parliament.  His  de£lton  was  accordingly  declared  null>  and 

pew  writ  ifliicd  fox  another. 

This  produced  another  meeting  of  gentlemen  .at  a  ta- 
vern in  London,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  fupporting 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who  having  been  a  fufFerer,  as  they  (aid,  it\ 
the  caufd  of  the  people,  it  was  but  reafonable  that  he  in 
the  mean  time  {hould  receive  fomc  affiftance  from  them; 
Accordingly,  a  fublcription  was  immediately  fet  on  foot^ 
and  upwards  of  3000I.  fubfcribcd  at  oncC;  for  his  fupport. 
The  whole  kingdopi  feemed  to  be  moved,  and  the  moft 
determined  refolutions  were  enterc.d  into,  not  only  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  but  the  conduQ:  of  members  of 
parliament  in  general. 
R^prefcn-        About  this  time  a    new  opinion  was  firft   publlcl]^ 
the  peop'c  broached,  and  infilled  on   with  great  vehemence,  viz. 
fuppoied  to  That  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  who  fat  in  parlia- 
^'^]^  ''*°      ment  were,  in  truth,  only  the  fervants  of  their  conflitu- 

Vomrarv*to^"^*>  ^"^  ^^^  "^  "^  ^^^^  ^^7  "g'^^  ^^  proceed  in  a  man- 
fhcir  will.  «er  contrary  to  the  general  fenfe  of  thofe  who  eleSc^ 
them.     It  is  not  furprifing  that  a  do£lririe  of  this  kind 
fnould  be  eagerly  received  by  the  bulk  of  the  people,  as 
tending  to  give  them  a  degree  of  confequence  beyond 
what  they  had  ever  been  fuppofed-  to  poflefs ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  was  equally  difagreeable  to  the  reprci 
fentatives  themfelves,  as  degrading  them  below  thpfe, 
whom,  in  every  inftance,  that  of  flattering  them  for  their 
voices  at  elections  alone  excepted,  rhey  afFefted  to  treat 
with  the  utmod  contempt.     Some  of  the  members,  hoM'- 
faaruaion  ever,  condefoended  to  receive '  the  inftruftions  of  their 
^me  mem-  conilituents,  particularly  thofe  of  Middlefcx,  London, 
bers  by       and  Weftminftcr.     By  thefe  they  were  dire£Ved  to  ufc 
their  con.  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  infraftion  of  the 
^tucnu.     1^^^  ^y  ^j^^  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  miniftry.    Seve- 
ral cenfures  were  pafled  upon  their  late  conduft.     Ati 
enquiry  into  the  affair  at  St.  George's  Fields,  where  fo 
many  people  had  been  killed,  was  mod.  flrenuoufiy  re- 
commended ;  as  well  as  endeavours  to  conciliate  the  dif- 
ferences between  the  mother  country  and  colonies,  which 
.now  threatened  to  become  worfe  than  ever.     With  thefe 
injunftions,  the  members  above  mentioned  promifed  an 
implicit  compliance  ;  but  the  meafure  was  too  humilia- 
ting to  be  generally  complied  with,  and  moft  of  the  re- 
prcfcntatiyes  alTcrted,  that,  when  price  they  were  chofen| 
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!t  was  impoffiMc  that  they  could  hold  themfehrcs  acctmnt*-  Ctf  Al?r 
able  for  tkcir  condu<S  j  but  mud  be  allowed  the  free  ex-      VI* 
iPTcife  of  their  judgment  in  whatever  related  to  the-'af-^-*  'v  "*''*'^ 
fairs  of  the  nation.  i?^*  " 

In  the  mean  time,  the  elcAion  of  a  member  for  Mid^' 
ilefex  had  been  put  off  for  a  jnonth  ;  but,  as  it  was  ex**' 
trcmcly  probable  that  Wilkes  would  be  chofen  a  fecon4 
time,  the  mittiftry  encouraged  another  candidate,  a  Mr.  Mr.  WjlW 
IMnglcy,  to  fet  up  againft  him.     This,  however,  fcrved  ^^'^^^^^' 
hmlj  to  tender  them  more  contemptible.  The  minifterialcicaion 
Candidate  was  fain  to  abandon  the  attempt,  without  even- declared 
being  put  in  competition  with  the  favourite  of  the  people,""!^.*"^ 
^ofe  election  thus  pafled  a  fecond-  time  unanimodfly. 

The  new  eleftion  of  Mr.  Wilkes  met  ^ith  no  morfe 
ippTobation  from  the  Houfe  than  the  former  j  but,  though-  . 
k  was  inftantly  declared  null   and  void,  the   Middlefci^ 
ffeehokiers  did  not  in  the  leaft  fwerve  from  the  rcfolu- 
rion  of  elefking  him  a  third  time  ;•  and,  had  the  miniftrj 
contented  th^mfelves  with  this  continual  reje<ftion,  th€ 
affair  xpight  have  been  loolced  upon  rather  in  a  ridiculous 
Hght  than  otherwife.  A  new  meafure,  however,  was  now* 
adopted,;  which  threatened  the  moft  ferious  confequen-^ 
ces.     This  wa»,  to  con^der  Mr.  Wilkes  as  no  antagoniff      t 
to  whatever  otheir  candidate  fhould  make  his  appearance, 
and  to  annihiiatc  the-  votes  of  thofe  who  declared  in  his  Colonel' 
favour,  however  numerous  and  refpec^able  they  might  be-*^""'^^.  . 
For  this  purpofc.  Colonel  Luttrel  was  chofen,  who  hav- ^^|°-^    -^ 
ing,  in  fpite  of  popular  difeouragement,  entered  the  lifts  and  Mr. 
with  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  procured  two  hundred  and  ninety  J^iikcs 
fix  votes,  injiis  favour,  was  declared  duly  elecied,  and  ^"'iL^jQ^^ 
look  hii  feat  in  parliament,  nptwichftanding  Mr.  Wilkes  pacitatcdv 
was  voted  for  by  eleven  hundred  and  forty  three  of  the 
feeeholdera. 

This  proceeding,  it  mufli  be  confefled,   bore  a  very 
threatening  afpc£):. .  If  the  miniftry  coiild,  in  any  one 
inftancc,  ov^-rule  the  voice  of  the  people,-  and  by  their 
authority  put  a  negative  on  their  voice,  where  there  was 
110  legal  difqualification^thcy  might  do  fo-  in  every  other, 
and  thus  there  would  be  an  end  af  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jeft  at  once.    The  matter,  therefore,  wasiooked  upon  to    . 
be  very  ferious,  efpeciaUy  as  the  meafure  had  been  adop-  ^.J^^o-    ' 
Hd  by  a  great  majority  of  the  Commons.     A  petition  lions on ac^ 
againit  it  was  prefcnted  to  the  Houfe,  but  to  no  purpofc  5  count  of 
it  was  confirmed  by  a  very  conliderable  majority.     The  d'lcfcx  dec- 
people  at  large  now  took  the  alarm,  and  an  infinite  num-  tjon. 
bcr  of  polemical  writings  appeared  on  the  fubjecSl ;  ih 
which^  however,  it  was  obvious  to  rejnark,  ihat  the  orni- 
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CH  AF.mentt  of  4anguage  and  animation  of  cxprei&on,  if  oof 
VL       the  ftrength  of  argument^  were  entirely  on  the  popular 

%m  ■^— ^fide. 
1769.  By^  the  opponents  of  the  miniftry  it  was  faidj  that  the 
tight  of  ele&ors  to  choofe  reprefentatives  for  themfelvesy 
was  one  of  the  moft  facred  parts  of  the  conititution  ;  that 
l3ic  houfe  of  conunons  was  only  a  delegated  body,  without 
any  power  inherent  in  itfelf  j  nor  could  its  members  pre* 
tend  to  difpute  the  rights  of  their  conftituent;s,  without 
overthrowing  the  foundation  of  its  own  exigence,  as  we)!, 
asdeftroying  the  principles  of  the  conftitution.  The  quali- 
fications of  freeholders  were  regulated  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  I  and  thofe  of  every  county  were  authorifed  to  re- 
turn whom  thfcy  thought  proper,  nor  were  any  reftraints  to 
be  put  upon  them  arbitrarily  at  the  pleafure  of  the  minify 
try.  New  reftraints  could  only  be  ena£ted  by  the  conjun£t 
voice  of  king,  lords,  and  commons  *,  otherwife  they  could 
only  be  coUeded  from  the  cuftom  and  ufage  of  formerl 
^rliaments. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  ufage  of  parliament,  as  well  as 
every  thing  elfe,  was  in  favotir  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  He  had  no 
legal  difqualifications ;  thefe  are  generally  known  and  enu- 
merated by  bw- writers ;  and,  among  them,,  a  refolution  o:^ 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  not  to  be  met.with  ^  nor  is  any 
court  fufficiently  abfolute  to  determine  any  thing  to  be  a 
auftom^  merely  by  caDing  it  fo  :  That,  with  regard  to  ex- 
pulfion  itfelf,  it  could  not  be  confidered  as  rendering  the 
perfon  afterwards  incapable  of  a  place  in  parliament  \  nay^ 
even  when  the  caufes  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  expulfion  were  con- 
fidered, it  became,  in  a  manner,  impoifible  to  tell  for  whs^t 
reafon  he  had  been  expelled.  The  two  offences  for  which 
this  punifhmeAt  had  been  infli£fced,  were,  the  publication 
of  the  North-Britain,  and  an  obfcene  pamphlet.  With  re^ 
fpe£l  to  the  North-Britain,  he  had  been  puniflied  in  a  for- 
mer parliament ;  and  it  was  contrary  to  law  to  try  him  for  it 
a  fecond  time*  As  to  the  pamphlet,  he.  had  received  fen- 
tence  for  it,  from  the  houfe  of  lords  in  a  former  par- 
liament alfo  5  but  this  was  not  any  ofienee  againft  the 
commons,  nor  congnizable  by  them  \  and  as  for  the  com- 
ment on  lord  Weymouth'^  letter,  it  was  as  little  within 
their  jurifdi£iion. 

Matters  being  thus  evidently  perplexed  with  regard  to 
the  legality  of  Wilkes's  expulfion,  it  became  tequifite  for 
the  minifterial  party,  to  maintain,  that  expulfion  n^cef- 
farily  implied  an  incapability  of  fitting  afterwards.  Moft 
of  the  precedents,  however,  brought  forth  on  this  occafion^ 
were  raanifeftly  not  to  the  purpofe  j  as  happening  either 
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In  tunes  of  barbarity,*  or  of  internal  difordcr  in  the  king*  CH  AP« 
dom^  .wh^n4he  conftiturion  itfelf  was  totally  unhinged    "VI. 
and  perverted.     Such  were  the  expulfions  in  the  time  of  <    -v^.iui 
Charles  I.  when  forty-nine  members  were  expelled  at  once^      *769- 
every  one  of  whom  was  incapacitated  from  fitting  in  par- 
U^ent  at  any  future  period  ;  but  at  that  time  it  is  weU' 
k^wn,  that  the  prevailing  party  was  only  taking  meafure^ 
to  clear  the  houfe  of  their  obnoxious  brethren  )  and  that 
to  put  this  fcfieme  beyond  any  poffibility  of  oppofition,  rtd 
new  writs  were  iflUed  at  the  time  of  expulfion^  and  fre- 
q^ntJy  not  at  alL  Sirice^  the  time  c^  the  teftoration,  how- 
ever, ncr(u<;R  examples  "have  taken  places  the  power  ot 
the  Koufe  of  commons  has  never  gone  beyond  expulfion  ; 
ndris  it  proper  that  it  (hould,  except  in  cafes  of  bribery 
aiid  corruption.  It  isyJbefides,  to  be  confidered,  that  a  pow-^ 
er  of'expuifion  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  can  only 
be  made  life  of  to  difgrace  and  harrafs  individuals,  without 
ally  danger  to  the  community  ;  but,  if  the  houfe  abufe  iu 
power,  in  the'executipn  of  this  privilege,  by  depriving  iht 
conftituents  of  iflieir  power  of  re-ele£ling  the  expeUed   ' 
m^ber,  there  is  not  then  any  remedy  aigainft  piinifterial 
opgreflion,-if  they  can  once  prevail  fo  far  as  to  procurer  " 
mljority  in  favour  of  the  expuUIon  of  fuch  members  as 
may  be  obnoxious  to  them. 

In^nfwer  to  thefe  arguments,  it  was  urged  by  the  mi-i 
miierial  p^ty,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  had  long  po& 
fefied  a  power  of  expelling  their  members;  and,  unlef^ 
the.  expulfion  implied  alfo  an  incapacity,  itxould  anfwer 
no  purpofe,  as  me  expelled  party  might,  in  fo  Ihort  2t 
time,  be  re-ele£l;ed,  as  was  moft  glariogly  confpicuous  in 
the  prefent  inftance,.  which  rather  tended  to  expofe  the  , 

houfe  to  contempt,  than  any  thing  elfe»  The  pretended 
right  of  the  freeholders  or  Middkfex  to  re-cle£k  Mn 
Wilkes,  was  the  fame  with  claiming  a  right  to.do  wrongs 
or  to  ele£l  a  man  who  ought  evidently  not  to  be  ele£):ed  ^ 
and  that  if  the  houfe^  of  commons  were  bound  to  receive 
all  who  were  ele£^d  by  freeholders,  and  not  difqualiiied' 
by  the  letter  of  the  lawj  it  was  equally  incumbent  on  thd 
freeholders  not  to  return  improper  perfons*  The  laws, 
with  whatever  judgment  they  might  have  been  originally^ 
framed,  could  not  be  applicable  to  all  poflible  cafes ;  and, 
had  It  been  fuppofed,  that  the  freeholders  would  have  made 
any  improper  or  dang^ous  Ufe  of  the  privileges  they  en-* 
joyed,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  wpuld  have  been  trufted 
with  tiiem ;  but,  it  certainly  could  never  be  fuppofed,  that 
people  would  choofe  an  iujSdel  to  be  the  guardian  of  their 
religion,  a  beggar  ta  guard  th^ir  property^  or  a  convifl:  to 

Vol*  V.  ,  ..  L 
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C  H  A  P.  "be  Ac  framer  of  their  laws;  yet* all  this  had  been  obftinate-  '• 

VI.      ly  infilled  upon  with  regard  to  Wilkes,  and  was,  in  truthi 
\yy\j  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  clamour. 

1769.  With  regard  to  the  powers  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
itfelf,  they  muft  evidently  extend  to  the  judgment  of  all 
cafes  of  eleftion.The  meafure  in  queftion,  of  returning  co- 
lonel Luttrel  as  a  member  for  Middlefex,  was  far  from  be- 
ing an  injury  to  the  country.  On  the  contrary,  the  of- 
fence was  given  by  the  freeholders  themfelves,  who  had 
obftinately  perfifted  in  returning  an  improper  perfon,  tho' 
multitudes  of  other  candidates  might  have  been  found  ; 
fo  that  the  fuppofed  violation  of  the  rights  of  eledion,  by 
returning  one  with  an  inferior  number  of  votes,  will  va- 
nifh.  Thofe  who  obftinately  perfift  in  voting  for  an  un- 
qualified perfon,  arc  to  be  confidered  as  not  voting  at  all. 
Their  right  of  fuffrage,  indeed,  is  not  denied ;  but  if  the 
cledor  perfeveres  in  refufing  to  exercife  this  right  according 
to  law,  he  wantonly  fufpends  his  right  for  the  time  ;  and 
his  a£l  being  illegal,  is  confequendy  void,  tnd  he  is  only 
in  the  fituation  of  a  man  who  does  not  attend ;  he  fuffert 
no  enquiry  ;  he  knows  the  ccnfequence  of  what  he  does^j 
and,  if  he  choofes  to  indulge  his  humour,  it  cannot  even 
be  accounted  an  hardfliip. 

Such  were  the  arguments  by  which  a  majority  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  werie  oftenfibly  influenced  to   deter- 
mine finally  on  the  incapacity  of  Mr.  Wilkes  to  fit  in  par- 
liament.   But  whatever  weight  they  might  have  with  the 
members  of  the  houfe,  they  had  very  little  with  the  gene- 
rality of  the .  Englifli  nation,  which  was  now  thrown  into 
the  moft  violent  ferment.  The  miniftry,  ccnfcious  of  their 
'  unpopularity,  ftrove  to  hide  it,  by  procuring  as  many  ad- 
dreiTes  as  poflible  from  diflcrent  parts  ;  but  the  little  fuc- 
cefs.  which  attended  their  endeavours,  ferved  rather  to  fet 
them  in  a  contemptible  light  than  otherwife.    From  Scot- 
land, indeed,  they  flowed  in  great  plenty  :  but  the  known 
enmity  fubfifting  between  the  Englith  patriot  and  the  ge- 
nerality of  that  nation,  at  once  aflTigned  the  reafon,  and  put 
the  grcateft  polfible  ftigma  u'jpon  them.     Their  ftile,  their 
profufe  and  unneceflTary  profeflions  of  loyalty  ;  and,  above 
all,  their  reprefenting  the  adherents  of  Wilkes  as  difafFcC' 
Many  pc-  ted,  and  little  lefs  than  open  rebels,  excited  the  utmoft  re- 
tirlons  pre  fehtment,  and  the  moft  bitter  inveftives.  Petitions  of  the 
^^^^  '       Englifli  counties  and  principal  towns  were  fent  from  all 
I'etitions     ^l^arters,  by  way  of  counterpart  to  the  addreflfes.  The  gene- 
prcfcntcd.  ral  ftrain  of  thefe,  was  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  the  remo- 
val of  bad  minifter><»  and  the  baniftiment  of  evil  counfellors 
from  the  royal  prefence  for  ever,  as  having  endeavoured 
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to  aflenatc  the  affections  of  the  fubjefts,  and  deprive  them  CH  A  ?• 
of  their  moft  valuable  privileges.  VT. 

On  this  occafion,  the  county  of  Mid(Uefcx  was  the  {^/^y^J 
foremoft  to  reprefcnt  the  injuries  they  had  fuftained ;  and  ^^^9- 
ptefented  a  petition,  which  was  fuppofed  to  have  defeated 
its  own  purpofe  by  its  extreme  tedioufnefs,  and  recapitu- 
lation of  all  the  grievances  which  had  taken  place  for  fix 
orfeven  years.  The  city  of  London  fucceeded;  after  which 
there  was  a  fudden  ftop,  occafioned  by  fome  doubts  of  the 
legality  of  petitions  to  the  crown,  agafaift  an  aft  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  or  the  power  of  the  crown  to  grant  re- 
drcfs,  even  fuppofing  the  complaint  to  be  juft,  and  the  pe- 
tition to  be  legale  while  others  were  difgulled  with  the 
manner  in  which  the  two  firft  v/ere  drawn  up,  and  com- 
plaiiied  of  them  as  containing  trifling,  ftale,  or  doubtful  , 
matters.  Thefe  difficulties,  however,  were  quickly  over-* 
come  by  the  aftivity  of  the  perfons  who  took  the  had  in 
the  bufmefs.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  improper  execution 
ef  any  meafure  could  never  ultimately  aflfeft  the  propriety 
of  the  meafure  itfelf.  If  the  right  of  eleftion  had  been  vio- 
lated, it  was  abfurd  to  expeft  redrefs  from  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  had  been  the  offending  party.  The  crown 
could  not,  indeed,  make  void  an  aft  of  the  houfe  of  com-  ^ . 
mons ;  but  it  could  diffolve  tlie  parliament,  when  another 
might  be  chofen,  the  majority  of  which  would,  perhaps, 
think  differently.  Nor  could  the  right  of  petitioning  the 
crown,  on  this  fubjeft.  Be  denied,  fmce  thft  houfe  of  com- 
mons had  exprefsly  refolved,  that  the  people  had  a  right  to 
petition  for  the  diffolution,  as  well  as  the  culling  or  fitting 
of  parliaments. 

By  arguments  of  this  kind,  the  bufinefs  of  petitioning 
was  revived  in  full  vigour.  Seventeen  counties*,  with  feveral 
cities  and  boroughs,  addreffed  the  throne  on  the  fubjedls 
above-mentioned.  All  complained  of  grievances,  but  many 
pointed  out  no  particular  mode  of  redrefs.  Some  only 
hinted  at  the  diffolution  of  parliament  as  a  remedy  ;  while 
thole  from  Yorklhire,  Weftminfter,  and  fome  other  places, 
cxprefsly  prayed  for  it.  The  livery  of  London,  in  the  mean 
^ime,  petitioned,  remonftrated,  and  petitioned  r.gain  ;  but 
to  none  of  thofe  petitions  was  any  regard  paid.  On  the  con- 
J-ary,  when  the  parliament  met  on  the  pth  of  January, 
1770,  the  fpeech  from  the  t,hone,  inftead  of  taking  any  no-  ,y^!'' 
t'cc  of  the  petitions,  or  the  violent  commotions  throughout 
thewhoL"  jcingdcm,  began  with  an  account  of  the  diitcm- 
P'r  among  the  horsed  cattle.  Oppoficion,  enraged  at  tliis 
"Cf^ltcl,  TedorJ^led  their  efforts  in  parliament,  to  gtt  the 
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CH[  AF.  the  addrefs  was  propofed,  to  aflure  his  majefty,  that  thcj' 
VI.      would  immediately  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  difcon-' 

^•••■v^*^  tents  prevailing  in  every  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions. 
?77«-  ^e  fubjeft  of  the  petitions  was  violently  difputed  ;  but  i 
while  the  one  party  urged,  in  the  ftrongeft  rhanner,  the 
difcontents  and  grievances  as  ftrong  reafons  for  an  amend-  i 
ment,  their  antagonifts  denied  the  exiftence  of  either  grie- 
vance or  difcontent.  Some  of  the  more  moderate  among 
the  miniilerial  party,  indeed,  owned,  that  fome  few  grie- 
vances did  exift,  though  very  much  exaggerated.  The  dif- 
contents they  did  not  deny  y  and  declared  themfelves  wil- 
ling to  confider  them  at  another  time  •,  nay,  even  to  recon- 
fider  the  Middlefex  election,  as  well  as  to  inquire  into  the 
,  ^Ueged  grievances,  and  to  confider  of  the  propofed  me- 
thods of  redrefs ;  but  they  utterly  refufed  to  concur  in  the 
fimendment,  as  they  faid,  this  would  be  to  criminate  them- 
felves :  and,  in  cfFed,  to  petition  for  their  own  diiTolution^ 
A  great  majority,  however,  infifted  that  the  difcontents, 
as  well  as  the  petitions,  were  owing  to  the  members  in  op- 
pofition.  They  aflerted,  that  the  greater  part  of  gentlemen 
pofleffing  large  fortunes,  of  the  juftices  of  peace,  and  of 
the  clergy,  in  fome  of  the  counties,  had  not  figned  the  pe- 
titions 5  even  a  majority  of  the  counties  had  not  petitioned  y 
the  inferior  freeholders  had  not  underftanding  fufficient  to 
know  the  reafon  of  their  figning  the  petitions  :  Thofe  who 
conftituted  the  bulk  of  the  petitioners  were  fet  on  by  the 
defigning  and  faftious.  By'  fuch  perfons  the  people  were 
inflamed,  fpeeches  made,  and  writings  publiflied,  tending  to 
^bufe  govetnment,infiame  the  people,  and  vilify  parliament; 
land  even  tho'  a  majority  of  fuch  freeholders  had  taken  it  into 
their  heads  to  fend  petitions  to  the  throne,  they  ought  not 
to  be  regarded,  but  treated  as  the  a£ls  of  an  ignorant  rab- 
ble, incapable  of  judging  what  they  were  about. 

Such  Opprobrious  treatment  produced  a  fimilar  behaviour 
of  the  members  in  oppofition.  They  avowed  their  having 
taken  a  part  in  the  bufinefs  of  petitioning ;  that  they  had 
deiiycred  their  fentiments  to  their  conftituents-  They  af- 
firmed, that  they  ^vere  in  duty  bound  to  give  an  account  of 
their  condufi  in  parliament,  to  thofe  who  ele£led  them  j 
that  they  had  neither  fought  petitions  nor  petitioners ;  on 
the  contriiry,  the  petitioners  hiad  fought  them,  as  every  one 
had  been  ftruck  vi'ith  terror  and  aftonifhment  at  the  unpre- 
cedented decifion  concerning  the  Middlefex  clefticn.  They 
■  even  acknowledged,  that  they  had  gone  to  the  meetings  of 
the  freeholders  ;  nay,  that  they  thought  it  their  duty  fo  to 
do,  and  to  give  every  legal  affiftance  they  could  to  thofe 
who  fought  only  the  redrefs  of  grievances.  They  ridiculed 
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the  infiftualions  of  fome  who  mentioned  meeting,  writing,  C  H  AP^ 
and  fpeaking^  as  improper  methods  of  fetting  forth  their  VI. 
grievances,  by  aiking,  in  what  other  methods  their  fcnti-  W  *^^*^ 
ments  could  be  conveyed  ?  They  infifted  alfo,  that,  though  '77o* 
it  might  be  true  that  the  lower  dafs  of  freeholders  did  not 
immediately  feel  the  grievances  complained  of^  it  was  9 
fufficient  reafon  of  complaint,  that  they  faw  or  heard  of 
others  involved  in  them,  and  that  they  were  certainly  ap-^ 
preaching.  Neither  could  any  argument  be  drawn  from 
their  dcfe£k  of  inielledual  faculties ;  for  though  they 
might  not,  perhaps,  have  had  difcemment  enough  to  have 
found  them  out  of  themfelves,  yet  when  they  were  point* 
cd  out  by  ethers,  we  muft  fuppofe  them  totally  devoid  of 
rational  faculties,  were  they  to  remain  in  ignorance  any 
longer.  With  regard  to  the  objection,  that  the  majority  oS 
gentlemen  of  large  fortune  had  not  figned  the  petitions,  it 
was  denied  in  fome  inftances ;  and  in  others  it  was  obferv- 
ed,  that  gentlemen  were  much  influenced  \  the  juftices  of 
the  peace  being  immediately  under  the  influence  of  the 
Crown  ;  nor  could  any  body  of  men  be  more  und^r  the 
fame  influence  than  the  clergy  \  and  yet  the  petitions  had 
been  figned  by  many  of  both  thefe  clafles.  All  thefe  fuperior 
clafies  of  freeholders,  therefore,  whofc  independence 
had  been  fo  much  boafted  of,  were  in  truth  far  from  being 
free  from  influence  ;  while  thofe  whom  miniftry  aiFefted 
to  defpife,  as  if  neither  themfelves  nor  their  opinions  wer^ 
of  any  account,  were  the  only  perfons  poflTeflied  of  a  truly 
independent  fpirit,  upon  whom  neither  threats  nor  'influ- 
ence could  have  any  efleft. 

Thefe  debates  were  carried  on  with  the  utmoft  acrimo- 
ny,  and  not  without  threats  on  the  iide  of  the  minifterial 
party,  and  defiance  on  the  other.  The  propofed  amend- 
ment, however,  was  rejeft<id  by  a  great  majority,  and  the 
addrefs  pafled  in  the  ufual  form. 

A  few  days  after  the  opening  of  the  feflion,  a  great  num-  Refigna. 
ber  of  refignations  took  place.  Among  others,  Lord  Cam-^^^*' 
den  refigned  the  feals,  which  were,  after  fome  difliculty,  ,770. 
accepted  by  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.    This  gentleman  having 
died  foddenly  three  days  after,  the  feals  were  put  under 
commiilion  ;  and  Lord  Mansfield  was  appointed  to  fupply  j^  22, 
the  place  of  Lord  Chancellor,  as  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers.    Sir  John  Cuft  refigned  his  oflice  of  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of  health  5 
in  confequence  of  which,  two  candidates  were  propofed 
to  fucceed  him,  viz.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  by  the  miniftry, 
and  Thomas  Townfliend,  Efq.  by  the  oppofition.  On  a  di- 
yilion.  Sir  Fletcher  was  chofen  by  a  great  majority,  237  ^ 
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CHAP,  againft  121.  Sir  John  Cuft  died  on  the  24th  January 
1770.  Four  days  after,  to  the  general  aftonifhment  of  the' 
'  nation,  the  Duke  of  Grafton  refigned  his  office  of  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Lord  North, 
at  that  time  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  In  fliort,  the 
whole  of  adminiftration  feemed  to  be  falling  to  pieces. 

In  the  midft  of  this  feafon  of  heat  and  dicuilion,  which 
in  a  greater  or  lefler  degree  was 'extended  to  every  part  of 
the  kingdom,  a  bill  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  importance  to  the  nation,  was  brought  into  the 
March  7.  Houfe  of  Conimdns.  It  was  intitled,  "  An  ad  for  regula- 
ting the  proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  contro- 
verted elcftions,"  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Grenvtlle  billy  from  the  late  Mr.  George  Grenviile,  a  lead- 
ing member  of  the  oppofition,  who  brought  it  into  the 
Houfe.  The  plan  of  this  excellent  bill  was  laid  down  upon 
the  conftitutional  idea  of  trials  by  jury.  Upon  a  petition 
being  prefentcd  and  a  day  appointed  to  try  the  merits,  the 
Houfe  is  to  be  counted.  If  one  hundred  members  are  not 
prefent,  it  is  to  adjourn  t;ll  fo  many  are  affembled ;  at  which 
time,  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Houfe  are  to  be  put 
into  fix  boxes  or  glafles,  to  be  drawn  alternately,  and  read 
by  the  Speaker,  till  forty-nine  are  dravvTi.  The  fitting 
member  and  petitioners  may  alfo  nominate  one  each.  Lifts 
of  the  forty- nine  are  to  be  given  to  the  fitting  member, 
the  petitioners,  their  counfel,  &c.  *who,  witli  the  clerk, 
are  to  withdraw,  and  to  ftrike  off  one  alternately,  begin- 
ning 6n  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  till  the  number  be  re- 
duced to  thirteen,  who,  with  the  two  nominees,  are  to  be 
fworn  a  feleft  committer  to  determine  the  matter  in  difpute. 
This  bill  wa^  warmly  oppofed  by  miniftry.  ,In  this  in- 
ftance,  however,  they  were  unfuccefsful. 

An  event  wbich  took  place  a  few  days  after,  as  it  re- 
newed all  the  heat  and  debate  within  doors,  fo  it  added 
new  force  to  the  ill  humour  and  difcontent  without,  and 
Ipread  a  general  alarm  throughout  the  kingdom.     1  his 
wa5  the  addiefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition  of  the  livery 
March  14.  of  London,  prefented  on  the  14th  of  March,  1770.  The 
prayer  of  this  petition  was  for  a  difTolution  of  parliament ; 
but  the  language  in  which  it  was  conveyed  was  fo  uncom- 
monly free  and  bold,  that  we  fliall  here  prefent  the  reader 
with  the  moft  remarkable  pafl'-4ges,  in  the  words  of  the 
,       petition  itfelf. 
able  ptH-         **  We  have  already,"  fay  they,  "in  our  petition,  duti- 
tiop  j.nd  re- fully  rcprefcntcd  to  your  Majcily  the  chief  injuries  we 
jnonaianccj^jj^g  fuflained.     We  are  unwilling  to  believe,  that  your 
oTLoudU.  Majcfty  can  flight  the  defires  of  your  people,  or  be  re- 
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l^rdlefs  of  their  affbfkion^  and  deaf  to  their  complaints.  CHAP, 
Yet  their  complaints  remain  unanfwered,  their  injuries      VL 
confirmed,  and  the  only  judge  removable  at  the  pleafure  v.>ry^s^ 
of  the   Crown  has  been  difmiiled  from  his  high  office^      ,7^, 
for  defending  in  parliament  the  laws  and  the  conftitu^ 
tion.  ' 

"  We,  therefore,  venture  once  more  to  addrcfs  ourfelvcs 
to  your  Majeily,  as  to  the  father  of  your  people  5  as  to 
him  who  mud  be  both  able  and  willing  to  redrefs  our 
grievances ;  and  we  repeat  our  application  with  the  grea- 
ter propriety,  becaufe  we  fee  the  inftruments  of  our 
wrongs,  who  have  carried  into  execution  the  mcafures  of  •  ^ 
which  we  complain,  mora  particularly  diftinguiflied  by 
your  Majefty*s  royal  bounty  and  favour. 

«  Under  the  fame  lecret  aud  malign  influence,  which 
under  each  fucceffive  adminiftration  had  defeated  every 
good,  and  fuggefted  every  bad  intention,  the  majority  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  have  deprived  your  people  of  their 
deareft  rights. 

«<  They  have  done  a  deed  more  ruinous  in  its  confe- 
quences  than  the  levying  of  fliip  money  by  Charles  I.  or 
the  difpenfing  power  aflumed  by  James  11.  A  deed  which  . 
muft  vitiate  ^l  the  future  proceedings  of  this  parliament ; 
for  the  a£ls  of  the  legiflature  itfelf  can  be  no  more  valid  ' 
without  a  legal  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  without  a  legal 
Prince  upon  the  throne. 

«  Under  James  11.  they  complained  that  the  fitting  of 
parliament  was  interrupted,  becaufe  it  was  not  corruptly 
fubfervient  to  his  defigns :  We  complain  now,  that  the  fit- 
ting of  this  parliament  is  not  interrupted,  becaufe  it  is  cor- 
ruptly fubfervient  to  the  defigns  of  your  Majefty's  mini- 
fters.  Had  the  parliament  under  James  IL  been  as  fubmif- 
five  to  his  commands  as  the  parliament  at  this  day  is  to  the 
di<9:atcs  of  a  minifter,  inftead  of  clamour  for  its  meeting, 
the  nation  would  have  rung,  as  now,  with  outcries  for  its 
difiblution. 

«  The  formsf  of  the  conftitution,  like  thofe  of  religion, 
were  not  eftabliihed  for  the  form's  fake,  but  for  the  fub- 
ftance.  And  we  call  God  and  men  to  witnefs,  that  as  wc 
do  not  owe  our  liberty  to  thofe  fubtile  diftinflions  which 
places,  penfions,  and  lucrative  employments  have  inven- 
ted ',  fo  neithtr  will  we  be  deprived  of  it  by  them  :  but  as 
it  was  gained  by  the  ftern  virtue  of  our  anceftors,  by  the 
virtue  of  their  defcend  uits  it  fhall  be  prefer\xd. 

**  Since,  therefore,  the  mifdeeds  of  your  majcfty's  mi- 
nifters,  in  violating  the  freedom  of  election,  and  depraving 
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C  H  A  P.  the  noble  conftitution  of  parliainentSj   are  notorious,  aff 
VI.      well   as   fubvcrfive   of    the   fundamental   laws   and    li- 
tb-  ^y  iM>  berties  of  this  realm ;  and  fince  your  majefty,  both  in  ho- 
'770^      nour  and  jufticc,  is  obliged  inviolably  to  prefer ve  them, 
according  to  the  oath  made  to  God  and  your  fubjefts,  at 
your  coronation  j  we,  your  majefty's  remonflrants,  aflure 
ourfelves,  thait  your  majefty  will  reftote  the  conftltutional 
government  and  quiet  of  your  people,  by  diflblving  this 
,     '        parliament,  and  removing  thofe  evil  minilters  forever  from 
your  councils." 
Rcfcntcd        Such  extraordinary  freedom  could  not  fail  of  giving  of- 
by'liU       iFence.    His  majefty  replied  in  the  following  woids  :    '*  I 
niajefty.      fhall  always  be  ready  to  receive  the  requefts,  and  to  liften 
to  the  complaints  of  my  fubjefts  :  but  it  gives  me  great 
concern  to  find,  that  any  of  them  fhould  have  been  fo  far 
mifled  as  to  offer  me  an  addrefs  and  remonftrance,  the  con- 
tents of  which,   I  cannot  but  coiWider  as  difrefpedlful  to 
me,  injurious  to  my  parliament,  and  irreconcileable  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution. 

"  I  have  never  made  die  law  of  the  land  the  rule  of  my 
conduct,  efteeming  it  my  chief  glory  to  reign  over  a  free 
people.  With  this  view,  I  have  always  been  careful,  as 
well  to  execute  faithfully  the  truft  repofed  in  me,  as  to 
avoid  even  the  appearance  of  invading  any  of  thofe  pow- 
ers which  the  conftitution  has  placed  in  other  hands.  It  is 
only  by  perfevering  in  fuch  a  condu£l,  that  I  can  either 
difcharge  my  own  duty,  or  fecurc,  to  my  fubjefts,  the  free 
enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  which  my  family  were  called  to 
defend  :  and  while  I  aft  upon  thele  principles,  I  have,  a 
right  to  expeft,  and  I  am  confident  I  ftiall  continue 
to  receive,  the  fteady  and  afieftionate  fupport  of  my 
people.'* 

The  above  remonftrance,  however  difagreeable^  to  the 
court,  has  been  looked  upon  by  the  popular  party  as  a  maf- 
ter-piece  ;  and  the  lord-niayor,  as  he  pafled  along  the 
ftreets  to  deliver  it,  was  attended  by  an  immenfe  number 
of  people,  who  tettified  their  approbation  by  loud  fhouts. 
The  majority  of  parliament,  under ftanding  how  vehement- 
ly they  had  been  accufed  to  the  fovereign  himfelf,  were 
fired  with  indignation.  A  motion  was  made  the  very  next 
day  for  an  addrefs,  that,  a  copy  of  the  remonftrance,  as 
well  as  of  his  majefty 's  anfwer,  ftioukl  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  and,  after  violent  debates,  carried  by  a  majority  of 
more  than  two  to  one.  Another  motion  was  then  made 
for  the  concurrence  of  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  which,  being 
alfo  carried,  the  addrefs  was  completed  at  a  conference 
of  the  two  houfes,  and  prefented  accordingly.    It  ftrongly 
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reprobated  the  contents  of  the  remonftrancc,   returned  CHAP. 
thanks  for  the  anfwer  given  to  it,  which  was  reprefented       VI. 
asafrefli  inftance  of  his  majefty's  perfeverance  in  adhering  <*■■— s^-  'mJ 
to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution ;  and  fome  cenfures       ^"^7^^ 
^ere  pafled  on  the   infidious  fuggeftions  of  ill-defigning 
men,  and  the  exceffes  of  a  few  mifguided  perfons  who  had 
been  feduced  from  their  duty.    '  \ 

Bjr  all  this,  the  partifans  of  the  popular  party  were  far 
from  being  difcouraged.  During  the  very  time  of  the  de- 
bated on  3ic  London 'remonftrancc,  Mr.  Beckford,  the 
lordJhayor  at  that  time,  owned  with  marks  of  exultation, 
the  part  he  had  taken  in  it.  He  declared,  that  it  was  he 
whoputthequefliion  in  the  common  council;  and,- though 
lie  had  authority  to  put  a  negative  upon  any  refolurion  of 
the  aldermen,  he  would  not  do  it  in  that  inftance.  The  re*» 
monftrance  charged  the  parliament  with  corruption ;  and 
he  fhould  be  happy  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  trial.  After 
the  remonftrancc  had  been  condemned  in  the  addreft 
above-mentioned,  lord  Chatham  made  a  motion  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  for  reverfing  the  adjudicationsof  the  com- 
mons with  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes ;  and  a  few  days  after^  .  .^ 
for  a  refolution  to  declare,  that  the  advice  which  induced 
the  late  anfwer  to  be^  given  from  the  throne  to-  the  Lon* 
don  remonftrancc,  was  of  a  moft  dangerous  tendency. 
See. 

The  ill  fuccefs  of  thefe  motions  did  not  leffen  the  a£l:i-  ^  fccona 
vltyofthe  patriots  without  doors.    Another  remonftrancc  rcmonf- 
to  the  throne,    was  prefented  on  the  23d  of  May,  177c,  trance, 
which  was  likev/ife  conceived  in  very  fpirited  terms,  but      ^^  *^' 
met  with  no  better  fuccefs  than  the  former. 

To  this  addrefs  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  reply — "I  Rej^^fVcd 
Ihouldhave  been  wanting  to  the  public  as  well  as  to  my-  by  the 
fel:,  if  I  had  not  exprefled  my  difiatisfaftion  at  the  late  ad-  ^^"2* 
drefs. 

"  My  fentiments  on  that  fubjefl:  continue  the  fame ; 
and  I  ihould  ill  deferve  to  be  conlidered  as  the  father  of  my 
people,  if  I  could  fufFer  myfelf  to  be  prevailed  on  to  make 
fuch  an  ufe  of  my  prerogative,  as  I  cannot  but  think  incon- 
iiftent  with  the  intereft,  and  dangerous  to  the  conftitution 
of  the  kingdom.'* 

Though  very  little  encouragement  feemed  to  be  given 
by  this  anfwer  to  enter  into  any  converfation  with  his  ma- 
jefty on  the  fubje6t,  Mr.  Beckford,  who  had  prefented 
the  addrefs,  begged  leave  to  make  a  reply  5  which>  being 
granted,  his  lordftiip  proceeded  as  follows  : 

Voi^V.  M 
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CHAP.      "  Maft  gracious  fovereign, 

VI.  (( -y^iii  your  majefty  be  pleafed  fo  far  to  condefcend,  a^ 

lii^^^'  to  permit  the  mayor  of  your  loyal  city  of  London,  to  dc- 
m/  Beck,  clare  in  your  royal  prefence,  on  behalf  oflii^  fellow-citi- 
ford's  reply  zens,  how  much '  the  bare  apprehenfion  of  your  majefty^a 
to  im  ma-  difpleafure  would,  at  all  times  afFeft  their  minds  j  the  de- 
^^^*  claration  of  that  difpleafure  has  already    filled  them  w^ith 

inexpreflible  anxiety,  and  with  the  deepeft  affliftion. 

"  Permit  me,  fire,  to  aflure  your  majefty,  th^  your  ma- 
jefty has  not,  in  all  your  dominions,  any  fubjefts  more 
faitnful,  more  dutiful,  or  more  affeftionate  to  your  majef- 
ty's  perfon  and  family,  or  more  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  the  maintainance  of  the  true  honour  and 
dignity  of  your  crown. 

"  We  do,  therefore,  with  the  greateft  humility  and  fub- 
ihiflion,  moft  earncftly  fupplicate  your  majefty,  that  you 
will  not  difmifs  us  from  yourprcfence,  without  expreffing 
a  more  favourable  opinion  of  your  faithful  citizens,  and 
without  fome  comfort,  witliout  fome  profpeft,  at  leaft,  of 
tcdrefs. 

"  Permit  me,  fire,  further  to  obferve,  that  whoever  has 
already  dared,  or  fhail  hereafter  endeavour,  by  falfe  infi- 
auations  and  fuggeftions,  to  alienate  your  majefty's  affec- 
tions from  your  loyal  fubje^s  in  general,  and  from  the  city 
of  London  in  particular,  and  to  withdraw  your  confidence 
-to,  and  regard  for  your  people,  is  an  enemy  to  your  majef- 
ty's  perfon  and  family,  a  violator  of  the  public  peace,  and  a 
betrayer  of  our  happy  conftitution,  as  it  was  eftablifhed 
at  the  glorious  and  necefiary  revolution." 

Though  his  majefty  did  not  think  proper  to  fay  any  thing 
in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  and  the  miniftry  afFeded  to  con- 
fider  fuch  liberties  in  a  fubjeft,  as  highly  indecent,  the  con- 
dud  of  Mr.  Beckford  was  greatly  applauded  in  the  city, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  expreffed  himfelf,  met  with 
the  approbation  of  both  parties.  His  death,  which  happen-^ 
cd  before  the  next  fefiion,  was  a  fevere  lofs  to  the  popular 
party.  However,  it  did  not  prevent  the  framing  of  a  third 
Nov.  ai.  petition  and  remonftrance,  which  was  prefented  on  the  2 1  ft 
of  November,  the  fame  year  5  but  this  met  with  no  better 
reception  than  the  former ;  his  majefty  returning  for  an- 
fwer, that  he  had  feen  no  reafon  to  alter  his  opinion,  he 
could  not  comply  with  the  prayer  of  their  petition. 

Such  a  continued  courfe  of  difappointmcnt,  began,  at 

The  pa-      laft,  to  afFeft  the  refolution  and  perfeverance  of  the  patri- 

["  their  af.  ^^^^  P^^ty>  2nd  the  bufinefs  of  petitioning  began  to  flacken. 

iiduity ,       The  freeholders  of  York,  inftead  of  a  petition  to  the  throne, 

fcnt  a  letter  of  thanks  to  their  reprefentatives,  in  whic^ 
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they  <icclarcd,  that  though  they  now  defpaired  of  fuccefs  CHAP. 
by  application  to  the  throne,  as  the  fame  influence  ftill  pre-      VI. 
vailed,  which  had  hitherto  ftood  in  the  way  of  their  reprc-  ^^v-— ^ 
fentativesj  they,  however,  recommended  a  perfeverancc      '77o- 
in  every  parliamentary  method  that  feemed  likely  to  obtain    ^^'  ^^*  * 
redrefs  -,  and,  if  they  fhould  find  it  practicable,  to  impeach 
thofe,  who,  by  their  evil  council,  had  occafioned  fo  much 
mifchief. 

Such  was  the  end  of  all  the  commotions  and  immenfe 
clamours  about  liberty,  with  which  the  whole  kingdom  had  General  ac« 
been 'filled  for  fo  long  a  time.     As.  for  the  patriot,  Wilkes  <^*»"n^  oj 
himfclf,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  in  prifon  during  the  full      '    *   *** 
time  to  which  he  had  been  fentenced ;  his  popular  friends 
paid  the  fines  impofed  upon  him,  and  likewifs  pompoun* 
ded  with  his  creditors  for  his  private  debts,  which  were 
very  confidcrable.  But,  though  he  ftill  continued  the  darling 
of  the  populace,  their  admiration  was  not  attended  with 
that  violence  and  uproar  which  had  formerly  matked  their 
proceedings  :    His  importance  diminiftied  in  proportion, 
as  he  was  no  longer  perfecuted  by  the  miniftry  ;  and  many 
of  his  friends,  from  various  caufes,  deferted  him.  *  Still, 
however,  his  influence  was  very  extenfive ;  he  was  chofen  ^»«  P'^fet. 
one  of  the  aldermen  of  London,  then  IheriflF,  afterwards  ™^°*' 
lord-mayor,    and,  at  laft,  fixed  in  the  lucrative  office  of 
city-chamberlain ;    in  all  which  departments  he  behaved 
fowell,  that  his  greateft  enemies  could  never  lay  hold  of 
any  part  of  his  public  charadler  that  could  be  accounted 
afault,  or  even  reprefcnted  in  a  difadvantageous  light. 
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Ccntinunnceofthe  difcontents r^Conteft  of  the  Houfa  of  Com* 

mons  ivith  Whehle  and  other  printers Lord- Mayor  of 

London  and  Alderman  Oliver  fent  to  the  Tower -Jf 

fairs  of  the  Eafl- India  Company Appointment  of  a  &- 

kEi  Committee  to  enquire  into  them Of  the  Committee 

of  Secrecy Debates  on  their  affairs Company^ s  tar* 

ritorial  right  called   in  quefion^   and  finally  taken  aivay 

hieffeBual  petitions  of  the   Company Regulation 

hill  faffed Trial  of  L^rd  Clive Lafi petition  of  the 

Company  rejeSIcd. 

CHAP.  'TpHOUGH  tranquillity  now  gradually  took  place  with 
Vn.        \_     regard  to  the  affair  of  the  Middlelcx  election,- other 

V-  ■■^»— ;  caufes  contributed  to  keep  the  flame  alive   with  no  lefs 
.  «77o.      violence  than  ever.    Amotion  was  annually  made  by  Mr. 

iliil^coiitr*  ^^^^^>  ^^^  °f  ^^  Tuo^  celebrated  members  in  oppofition, 

ftuc.  to  refcind  the  proceedings  of  the  commons  with  regard  to 

it  ;  while  lord  Chatham  exerted  himfelf  in  the  fame  man- 
ner in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Had  this  been  complied  with, , 
the  matter  could  not  have  been  cflabliflied  as  a  precedent, 
which  the  miniftry,  no  doubt,  had  in  view,  and  which 
might,  on  future  pccaCons,  be  produftive  of  very  fatal  con* 
fequences.  So  little  regard,  however,  was  paid  to  thefe 
motions,  that  even  thofe  who  made  them  did  not  enter- 
tain any  hopes  of  fuccefs,  farther,  than  that  they  tended 
to  (hew  the  miniftry,  that  it  was  totally  impoflible  to  fub- 
due  the  popular  fpiiit,  which  would  lerve  alfo,  as  an  en- 
couragement to  the  nation  at  large  to  renew  their  attempts, . 
whenever  a  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer.    The  laft 

Feb.  9       ferious  effort  made  in  parliament  relative  to  this  fubje£l:>  • 
ij'ji.      was  a  motion;  February  7,  1 77 1,  for  a  bill  to  afcertain  the 
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rights  of  elcSors,  in  refpeft  to  the  eligibility  of  pcrfons  to  CH  AP- 
ferve   in   parliament ;  which,  however,  was  rejed^ed  by     Vll. 
one  hundred  and  fixty-fevcn  to  one  hundred  and  three.      <—  *v-  Jt 

The  difturbances  on  accouQt  of  the  Middlefex  eleftion,  i77*i- 
were  fcarce  quieted,  before  a  new  accident,  apparently  of  j^^"jJ^J|f°  - 
a  trivial  nature,  intervened,  which  contributed,  at  laft,  to  commons 
humiliate  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  a  degree  altogether  with  fome 
unheard  of.  This  was  the  bringing  of  fome  printers  be-  P*"*^^^"* 
fore  the  houfe,  by  a  warrant  from  the  fpeakcr,  to  anfwer 
for  certain  publications  ifTued  by  them.  All  this  time,  in- 
deed, a  political  paper-war  had  raged  throughout  tl:e  king- 
dom with  the  utmolt  violence.  In  this,  no  characi:,:ir,  how- 
ever unexceptionable,  had  been  fpared.  The  moil  fhameful 
and  fcandalous  abufe  had  been  thrown  out,  and  tliis,  with- 
out even  tlie  flight  precautions  of  printing  only  the  initials 
of  the  name,  and  leaving  it  to  the  fagacity  of  the  reader 
to  fill  up  the  blank.  In  the  midft  of  this  general  licentiouf- 
nefs,  the  publifliers  of  newfpapers,  had,  without  ceremo- 
ny, printed  what  they  called  fpeeches  of  the  members  of 
parliament ;  but  which  had  been  fo  little  confonant  to 
truth,  that  many  of  tlie  gentlemen,  to  whom  they  wer6  at- 
tributed, had  utterly  denied  them  ;  others  had  complained 
of  their  being  mifreprefented,  and  mutilated  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  what  was  publilhed  in  the  newfpaper,  carri-  ' 
icd  a  quite  different  meaning  from  what  they  had  deliver- 
ed in  the  houfe  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  fuch  publications, 
v/hether  true  or  falfe,  were  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the 
privileges  of  the  houfe.  On  thefe  grounds,  two  printers, 
John  Wheble  and  Robert  Thomfon,  were  ordered  to  at- 
tend. As  the  meffenger  who  brought  the  order  did  not 
fee  them,  he  contented  himfelf  with  leaving  it  at  their 
houfes,  which,  by  a  decifion  of  the  commons,  was  judged 
to  be  fufficient  warning,  though  the  printers  did  not  at- 
tend in  confequence  of  it.  The  ferjeant-at-arms  was  or- 
dered to  take  them  into  cuftody,  but  he  was  aifo  difap- 
pointed  in  meeting  with  tliem,  and  laughed  at  by  their  fer- 
vants,  when  he  enquired  for  them  at  their  houfes ;  on 
which  the  laft,  and  indeed  tlie  worft  ftep  that  could  have 
been  taken,  was  put  in  execution  ;  namely,  to  addrefs  for 
a  royal  proclamation  againft  the  printers,  with  a  reward 
for  apprehending  them ;  which  was  accordingly  ifiued  in 
the  gazette  of  the  9th  of  March,  1771,  with  an  offer  of  M<irchf. 
50I.  for  taking  any  of  the  delinquents. 

The  proceedings  were  not  carried  on  without  a  very 
£on(iderablc  oppofition.  The  arguments  ufed  by  the  mi- 
nority were  indeed  no  other  than  fuch  as  common  fenfc 
jcemed  to  dilate.  The  privileges  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
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CH  AP.  nfions  had  never  been  determined,  and  to  attempt  any  thing 
VII.     which  muft  ncceffarily  bring  on  a  minute  inveftigation  of 

**  -i^"  '  them  at  fuch  a  time,  and  while  the  difpofitions  of  the  peo- 
^V^*  pie  were  fo  much  inflamed,  was  certainly  in  the  higbeft 
degree  improper.  To  profecute  the  printers  of  fuch  pub- 
lications could  only  ferve  to  promote  the  fale  of  them  ; 
and  to  pufli  matters  to  the  utmoft  was  degrading  the 
houfe,  by  involving  it  in  a  ridiculous  contcft  with  adver- 
faries  altogether  below  its  notice,  and  who  could  eafily 
have  been  puniftied,  if  they  really  merited  any  punifhment, 
by  profecuting  them  at  common  law.  The  minilteral  par- 
ty, however,  on  this  occafion,  prevailed  as  ufual.  Itfeems, 
indeed,  that  at  prefent  the  court  party  were  very  much  in- 
clined to  fearch  for  powers  in  the  crown  and  parliament 
fuperior  and  entirely  diftinft  from  thofe  hitherto  eltablifli- 
ed  as  the  general  laws  of  the  land,  and  which,  if  they 
could  be  but  fairly  eftablifhed  by  a  fingle  precedent,  might 
afterwards  be  made  ofe  of  to  reprefs  th^  overgrown  power 
of  the  people,  whofe  unbounded  licentioufnefs  was  found 
fo  difficult  to  be  reftrained.  Inftead  of  hearkening  to  the 
admonitions  of  the  oppofite  party,  therefore,  they  found 
out  other  fix  printers  equally  culpable  with  thofe  againft 
whom  the  proclamation  had  been  iffued,  and  whom  they 
immediately  ordered  to  attend  the  houfe. 

In  the  mean  time,  John  Wheble,  one  of  the  printers 
mentioned  in  the  proclamation,  was  apprehended,  and 
brought  before  alderman  Wilkes,  who  not  only  discharg- 
ed, but  bound  him  over  to  profecute  the  perfon  by  whom 
he  was  apprehended,  for  an  aflault  and  falle  imprifonment ; 
obliging  the  latter,  at  the  fame  lime,  to  give  bail  for  his 
appearance  at  the  next  fcffion.  The  fame  evening,  Ro- 
bert Thomfon,  the  other  printer  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
clamation, was  apprehended,  and  brought  before  aider* 
man  Oliver,  by  whom  he  was  in  like  manner  dilcharged, 
and  the  captor  obliged  to  give  bail  for  his  appearance. 
Both  the  city  magiftrates,  however,  figpea  certificates,  that 
the  perfons  by  whom  the  printers  had  been  apprehended, 
were  entitled  to  the  rewards  of  5  ol.  offered  in  ihe  gazette  ; 
but  though  they  applied  to  the  board  of  treafury,  it  was 
mot  thought  proper  to  pay  the  money. 

Of  the  other  fix,  one  was  already  in  the  cuftody  of  the 
lords  for  an  offence  of  the  fame  nature  ;  four  attended 
the  houfe,  and  were  reprimanded  •,  and  one,  J.  Milkr, 
the  printer  of  the  London  Evening  Pod,  did  not  attend  ; 
on  which  the  ferjeant-at-arms  was  ordered  to  take  him 
into  cuftody.  He  was  accordingly  afterwards  apprehended 
in  bis  own  houfe,  by  a  meffcnger  of  the  commons;  and 
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bp  conftable,  fent  for  by  himfelf,  was  carried  before  tke  CH  AP»^ 
lord  mayor,  Brafs  Crofby,  Efq  ;  who  at  that  time  was  at-     VIL 
tended  by  the  aldermen  Wilkes,  and  Oliver.  The  deputy  Km^'^^^J 
ferjeant-at-arms,  who  likew^fe   attended  on  the  occafion,      1771. 
deraaaded  that  both  the  meflenger  and  printer  ihould  be 
delivered  up  to  him  5  but  this  was  refufed  by  the  mayor, 
becaufe  no  crime  would  be  fpecified  as  a  proper  founda- 
tion for  his  being  taken  into  cuftody,  and  the  warrant  of 
the  fpeaker  had  not  been  backed  by  a  city  magiftrate.  The 
■  warrant  itfelf  was  then  demanded,  and,  after  much  alter- 
cation, produced ;  the    printer   was    difcharged  ;    and 
die  deputy  fergeant  himfelf,  on  his  refufal  to  give  bail,- 
committed  ;  but  immediately  releafed  on  confenttng  to 
find  it.  Thus  the  caufc  of  the  printers  produced  a  conteft . 
betwixt  the  city  of  London  and  the  houfe  of  commons, 
in  which  it  was  not  difficult  to  fee  that  the  former  muft 
ultimately  prevail. 

The  minifterial  party  were  filled  with  indignation  at 
this  contempt  of  their  authority.  The  lord   mayor,  not- 
withftandlng  his  being  at  that  time  ill  of  the  gout,  wa* 
ordered  to  attend  in  his  place ;  but  a  motion  for  the  at- 
tendance of  Meffrs.  Wilkes  and  Oliver  along  with  him,, 
wasrejeaed.     As   the  lord  mayor,  however,  pleaded  in 
I  his  own  behalf,  that  he  had  aded  only  in  confequence  of 
;  the  oath  taken  by  him  as  a  magiftrate  of  the  city,  and  in 
I  defence  of  its  charter  and  privileges,  it  was  contended, 
;  that  he  might '  be  heard  by  council.     But  this  was  over- 
j  ruled  by  a  great  majority  ;  he  was  compelled  to  attend  ; 
I  and  it  was  alfo  determined,  that  the  lord   mayor's  clerk 
I  ftould  attend  with  the  book  of  minutes,  in  order  to  have 
;  the  account  of  the  whole  proceeding  erafed  from  it.     He 
j  attended  accordingly,  and  the  recognizance  of  Whittam, 
I  the  meflenger  who  had  been  taken  into  cuftody,  was  era- 
;  fcd  in  the.  face  of  the  houfe,  and  it  was  refolred  that  all 
;  proceedings  at  law,  on  that  head,  fhould  ceafe. 

The  lord   mayor,  on  his  appearance  in  the  houfe,  was  The  lord- 
far  frotti  attempting  to  avert  the  ftorm  by  any  fubmiflion.  may»r  and 
*  He  boldly  contended,  that  what  he  did  had  been  in  ftrift  q\j^^™^^^ 
conformity  to  the  laws,  and  profefTed  himfelf  indifferent  mittcd  to 
as  to  the  confequences.     Alderman  Oliver,  who  was- alfo ^^  tower, 
a  member,  behaved  in  the  fame  manner  ;  in  confequence     *"   *^' 
of  which,  both  he  and  the  lord  mayor   were  committed 
to  the  tovver,  the  vote  for  the  commitment  being  carried 
^y  a  majority  of  1 70  to  3  B. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  mlniftry  were  greatly < 
*ta  lofs  what  courfe  to  take.  Though  he  had  been  equal- 
ly guilty  with  the  mayor  and  Mr.  Oliver,  the  minifterial 
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CHAP,  party  were  repeatedly  called  upon  to  take  notice  of  hint 
VII.  before  they  thought  proper  to  do  fo.  At  laft  he  was  or- 
^--*v-*-^  dered  to  attend;  upon  which  he  inftantly  wrote  a  letter 
i77i«  to  the  fpeaker,  acquainting  him,  that  in  the  order  for  his 
attendance  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  his  being  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament ;  that  he  was  willing  to  attend  in  his 
place,  whicii  was  indifpenfibly  requifite ;  and  that  he 
now,  in  the  name  of  his  conftituents,  demanded  .his  ft-at 
in  the  houfe,  where  he  was  very  willing  to  give  ample 
fatisfa6lion  with  regard  to  every  particular  of  his  conduct. 
This  letter  was  prefentcd  to  the  fpeaker  in  the  houfe  by- 
one  of  the  members  ;  but  as  the  delivering  of  it  in  that 
manner  was  judged  to  be  informal,  it  was  rejefted,  after 
A  long  debate,  without  being  read.  Other  orders  were 
iflfued  for  his  attendance  ;  but,  as  it  was  well  known  that 
be  would  not  comply  with  them,  the  miniflry  could  find 
no  better  method  of  getting  rici  of  this  formidable  adver-. 
fary,  than  by  appointing  the  eighth  day  of  April  for  his 
attendance,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  houfe  adjourned 
to  the  ninth. 

By  this  tiniidity,  or  embarralTment  of  the  miniftry,  Mr. 
Wilkes  loft  his  (hare  of  the  triumph  ;  for  fuch  it  certainly 
was  to  the  lord  mayor  and  Mr.  Oi.ver.  On  the  day  the 
former  attended  the  houfe,  an  innumerable  multitude 
alTembled,  fo  that  no  bufincfs  could  be  done  till  the  even- 
ing. Many  perfons  of  diilinftion  were  infultcd,  and  even 
their  lives  endangered.  The  aithority  of  the  fiieriiFa 
availed  nothing ;  nor  did  the  multitude  pay  any  regard 
to  the  information,  that  a  party  of  th^  guards  had  been 
fent  for,  and  were  ready  to  acl  on  the  fhorte ft  notice.  At 
laft  they  were  perfuaded,  by  the  utmoft  intreaties  of  the 
nioft  diftinguifhed  members  in  oppoiition,  to  retire  to 
fome  diftancc  from  the  houfe  ;  upon  which  the  refolu- 
tion  of  committing  the  lord  mayor  to  the  tower  was 
taken.  On  his  removing  from  the  houfe,  the  popi^Iace 
took  the  horfes  from  his  carriage,  and  drew  it  along  Tetn- 
ple  Bar ;  where,  having  conceived  a  fufpicion  of  the  fcr- 
jeant-at-arms,  and  the  other  who  was  in  the  coach  along 
with  him,  they  Ihut  the  gates,  and  told  them  to  get  out  ; 
but  on  the  mayor's  pledging  his  honour  that  the  gentle- 
men were  his  particular  friends,  and  intended  to  accom- 
pany him  home,  they  proceeded  to  the  manfion-houfc 
with  loud  huzzas. 

Thus,  all  the  efforts  of  the  miniftry  to  extend  the  au- 
thority of  parliament,  ferved  only  to  fliew  that  its  power 
was  really  not  to  be  dreaded  by  any  fubjeft  who  had  fpi- 
rit  enough  to  contend  with  it.     A  very  great  coldnefs,  if 


fi  fi  0  R  C  E    fit  ^i 

ttdt  ail  abfolute  enmity,  now  took  place  betwixt  the  Houfe  C  H  A  P. 
of  ConFimons  and  the  city  of  London,  which  was  confider-      VIL 
Mj  incrcafcd  by  the  decifion  foir  the  «mbankment  of  y^^^^^^^^J 
Durham-yard.     This,  though  properly  an  affair  of  a  pri-      ^77i- 
vate  nature^  was  brought  into  parliament  as  an  improve- 
ment to  the  city,  and  the  bill  for  it  eaGly  carried  through 
both  Houfes,  notwithftanding  the  continued  oppofition  of 
die  city.  It  was  mentioned,  however,  aniong  other  griev* 
ances,  in  a  remondrance  prefented  to  the  King  on  the  j^nQtij^p 
loth  of  July,  1771,  whereiii  grievous  coniplaints  were  petition 
made;  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Comnious,  and  ^^°*"  ^^«. 
a  diflblution  of  parliament   earneftly  requefted,  which  a^^gw^* 
was  as  peremptonly  refiifed  on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,      ted. 

But  thotigh  the  miniftry  had  beeii  thiis  unfuccefsful 
in  their  attempt  to  cftablilh  the  authority  of  parliament^  J''"»^^5- . 
they  had,  withoiit  exception,  carried  every  thing  before  nifir^  ^\ii^ 
theni  in  parliament  ifcfelf.  In  the  month  of  February,  1 769,  the  Eaft  lii- 
the  afiairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  again  came  under  ^**  compa- 
conJSderation.  The  agreement  formerly  made  with  them^  pc{j.  ,75^1 
was  at  that  time  neat  expiring.  The  Company,  weary 
of  paying  fiich  an  enormous  funi,  and  at  the  fame  time 
bf  being  reftrained  in  the  dividend  of  their  own  profits^ 
made  application  to  miniftry  for  a  new  agreement,  found- 
ed upon  niore  equitable  propofitions  than  the  former* 
They  even  attempted  to  obtain  fome  compenfation  for  the 
fums  they  had  already  paid  *,  biit  a  renewal  of  their  charter 
fot  five  yeats,  which  they  requefted,  was  pofitively  ref u-i 
fed,  and  they  How  faw  that,  by  allowing  government  to 
interfere  with  them  at  firft,  they  had  thrown*  their  affairs  . 
into  ihe  hands  of  thofe  whom  they  were  by  no  means 
able  to  refift ;  and  that  the  money  of  the  Eaft  India  Com^ 
pany  was  annually  to  be  demanded  as  part  of  the  current 
fervices  of  the  year;  In  thefe  circumftances,  after  much 
negotiation,  an  agreement  was  at  laft  concluded,  and 
quickly  after  paffed  into^  a  law,  by  which  the  Cotnpany 
obliged  themfelvcs  to  pay  to  government  the  annual  funi 
of  400,0^0  L  for  five  years  to  come.  During  this  time, 
they  were  allowed  to  increafe  their  dividend  to  twelve  ahd 
a  half  per  ceiit. ;  the  increafe  not  to  exceed  one  per  ceht* 
annually.  If,  during  the  fame  period,  they  fliould  find  it 
necefl'ary  to  diminifli  their  dividend,  an  equal  fum  was  to 
be  deduced  from  that  paid  to  government,  and,  if  redu- 
ced to  fix  per  cent;  the  annual  payment  of  400,000!*  was 
totally  to  ceafc.  During  the  term  of  agreement,  the  Com- 
pany bound  themfclves  to  export  Britifh  goods  equal  in 
value  to  thofe  exported  annually  for  five  years  paft.     If 
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CH  AP«  any  furplus  of  ca(h  (hoi^ld  remain  in  England^  It  was  ta^ 
VII.  be  lent  to  the  public  at  the  atinual  intereft  of  two  per  cent. 
V<^«-v^^  Thus,  by  the  avidity  of  the  Company  on  one  hand,  and 
I77I-  the  extortion  of  miniftry  on  the  other,  the  former  were 
The  affairs  \q^  ^^to  an  agreement,  which,  in  the  event,  it  appeared 
pany^au"^"  ^^7  ^^'^^^  ^^'  ^^^  ^^  fulfil.  For  fome  time,  however, 
into  difor.  mattcts  Went  on  without  any  thing  difagreeable  being 
^C'  mentioned  in  parliament  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the 'Com- 

pany. Towards  the  end  of  the  feffion  of  1770,  indeed, 
a  bill  was  brought  into  parliament  for  the  more  efFe£lu- 
ally  enabling  the  Fall  India  Company  to  raife  and  fup« 
port  a  military  force  for  the  defence  and  proteftion.  of 
their  fettlements.  This  force  was  propofed  to  confift  of 
600  German  Proteftants,  700  Irifti  Catholics,  and  700 
Fnglifh ;  that  they  fliouldbe  fubjefb  to  the  military  lawd 
during  the  time  they  (laid  in  England  ;  that  1400  of  them 
fliouldbe  exported  annually j  and  that  the  Company's 
officers  fliould  have  liberty  to  beat-up  for  recruits  in  the 
fame  manner  as  regular  forces.  It  does  not  appear,  ho^v- 
ever,  that  miniftry  ever  ferioufly  intended  to  give  any  real 
affiftance  to  this  Company.  The  pofleffion  of  their  re- 
venues, which  both  parties  over- rated,  feemed  to  be  the 
April  ai,  only  object.  The  bill  was  therefore  reje£led  on  the  third' 
^771-  reading,  on  pretence  of  the  bad  confequcnces  which  might 
attend  the  rntrodufiion  of  foreign  mercenaries  into  the 
kingdom  ;  that  it  would  throw  too  great  a  power  into  jhc 
hands  of  the  Crown,  by  the  appointment  of  fuch  a  num- 
ber of  officers ;  and  that  it  would  be  entirely  deftruftivc 
to  the  recrHiting  fervice  of  the  army,  as  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  the  Company  would  be  appirently  much 
higher. — In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  January  21, 
Jan.  21.  J  y^2,  India  affiairs  were  hinted  at  in  the  following  words^ 
'^7*'  viz.  that  *^  the  concerns  of  this  country  are  fo  various  and 
extenfive,  as  to  require  the  moft  vigilant  and  a£live  atten* 
tion  ;  and  that  fome  of  them,  from  remotenefs  of  place 
and  other  circumftances,  are  fo  liable  to  abufesy  and  ex- 
pofed  to  danger,  that  the  interpofition  of  the  legiflature 
for  their  protedtion  might  be  neceffiiry :  That  if  in  any 
fuch  inltances,  either  for  fupplying  defed^s  or  remedying 
abufes,  they  (hould  find  it  neceflary  to  form  new  laws,, 
they  might  depend,  upon  his  Majeity's  readieft  concur- 
rence in  whatever  might  beft  contribute  to  the  attainment 
of  thofe  falutary  ends."  This  hint  was  immediately  taken^ 
and  a  fpeech  was  made  by  one  of  the  majority,  in  which 
he  expatiated  largely  on  the  diflrefled  (late  of  the  Compa- 
ny ;  that  they  had  not  power  fufficient  to  controul  their 
fcrvants,  who  made  enormous  fortunes  at  the  expence  of 
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*heir  mailers,  and  were  guilty  of  fuch  horrible  oppreffion»  GH  A  E. 
in  every  refpeft,  as  would  certainly  endanger  the  lofs  of     VII. 
all  the  Britifli  pofTeffions  in  that  part  of  the  world.  It  was  {,^^\'\J 
not,  however,  till  the  month  of  April,  that  the  matter      »77i. 
was  taken  into  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  Houfe, 
when  a  feledJ:  committee,  confifting  of  thirty«one  mem- 
.l>ers,  was  chofen  by  ballot,  to  inquire  into  Eaft  India  af- 
fairs, which  were  found  to  be  fo  exceedingly  complicated 
and  embarrafled,  that  they  requefted  leave  to  fit  during 
•the  enfuing  fummer,  which  was  accordingly  granted. 

The  refult  of  this  inquiry  was  by  no  means  favourable. 
It  appeared  that  fhe  Company,  far  from  being  able  to  pay  ^ec  ap. 
-fuch  an  enormous  fum  to  government,  were  themfelves  pointed  to 
on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy.    At  the  time  of  their  making  J^q^'^f  »"- 
this  agreement,  indeed,  they  had  been  encumbered  withf^irs!  '**" 
very  large  debts,  both  in  Europe  and  Afia.    The  revenues  April  13. 
«f  the  newly-acquired  territories  were  undoubtedly  very 
great ;  but  they  had  been  over-valued,  and  demands  made 
upon  them  beyond  what  they  could  bear.     Befides  the 
fum  paid  to  government,  a  tribute    ♦f  almoft  an  equal  va- 
lue was  paid  to  the  Mogul ;  the  Company's  inveitments 
in  China  were  paid  for  in  filver  from  Bengal ;  a  military 
.force  of  thirty  thoufand  men  was  alfo  conftantly  required  j 
fiLikd  the  expences  of  civil  eftabliChments  were  alfo  very 
^eat.  Befides  thefe  expences,  which  could  not  be  avoid- 
ed, it  alfo  appeared,  that  great  abufes  had  been  committed 
by  the  Company's  fervants.  Expenfive  wars  had  been  en- 
tered into,  vaft  fums  thrown  away  upon  fortifications^ 
either  altogether  unneceiTary,  or  fo  extenfive,  that  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  number  of  troops  could  not  be  afforded  to  prote<3: 
them  ;  pernicious  and  opprelEve  monopolies  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  fuch  monilrous  oppreffions  pradlifed  by  in- 
dividuals, that  many  were  of  opinion,  their  vaft  wealth 
ought  to  be  confifcated,  or  at  lead  fome  public  mark  of 
cenfure  put  upon  them,  to  deter  others  fram  the  like  con- 
duft  in  time  to  come.  Among  thefe,  the  dreadful  famine 
which  happened  in  Bengal  in  the  year  -1770,  and,  accord- 
ing to  fome  accounts,  deftroyed  four, millions  of  people, 
was  attributed  to  the  avarice  of  the  Company's  fervants, 
in  buying  up  all  the  rice  to  be  met  with  in  the  country, 
in  order  to  make  their  own   fortunes.     The   accounts  of 
this  famine,  which  appeared  in  the  publications  of  that 
time,  were  (liocking  to  humanity ;  and,  though  never 
contradifted,  can  fcarce  be  deemed  credible  ;  though,  in- 
deed, the  making  immenfe  fortunes  in  a  very  fliort  time, 
muft  give  fome  iufpicion  of  indirect  means  made  ufe  of 
in  the  procuring  of  them. 
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CHAP.       But,  whatever  might  be  the  truth  with  regard  to  thi^ 

VII.       particular  affair,  it  is  ceitain,that  all  parties  had  long  ago 

.  V-^^v^^  been  convinced  of  very  gre^t  mifconduft  in  the  fervants  of 

177a.      the  Compi;ny,on  which  account  the  fupervifors,  formerljr 

mentioned,  had  been  lent  out  to  India.  Thefe  gentlemen, 

ho  '  ever,  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  «t  the  place  of 

their  delVlnation.  The  Aurora  frigate,  which  carried  thentii 

jLofs  of  the  ncyer  arrived  at  any  port^  and  was  fuppofcd  to  have  pcrifti- 

f^"^^^^  .  .   ed  at  (ea.  TI\U8  the  Company  were  left  to  fcek  fome  ne^^ 

thelndTan    expedient  for  the  regulation  of  their  affairs;  at  the  fame. 

fupervi-       time  that  they  had  unluckily  thrown  themftlyes  into  the 

f°"'  hands  ot  a  povyer  from  which  they  could  not  be  extricated. 

Being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  powers  granted  by  pariia*- 

ment  to  the  feleft  eommittte,  of  making  a  full  inquiry 

into  their  affairs,  they  began  ferioufly  to  confider  of  feme 

means  to  prevent  the  farther  cxtepfion  of  muiifterial  op- 

preffion.    They  had  aheady  experienced  hovv  ineffedlual 

<:harter=  were,  when  put  in  compeiition  yvith  the  voice  of 

the  majority  in  parliament ;  for  which  realon,  to  preventi 

if  poilible,  any  further  interference,  it  was  propofed  to 

fend  out  other  fupervifors,  with  the  fame  powers  which 

had  been  conferred  on  the  former  gentlemen.  This  mea- 

fure,  however,  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  fo  ex* 

peditioufly,  as  to  fend  off  the  new  fupervifors  before  the 

next  meeting  of  parliament,  when  all  the  errors,  both  of 

the  Company's  fetvants^  and  of  the  Company  themfelves, 

having  been  fully  ripped  up  by  the  feledl  committee,  were 

laid  before  the  Poufe,  and  publifhed  to  the  world. 

It  nowappcared,  that  though  the  treafury  of  theCompany 
State  of  the  at  home  was  empty,  they  had  accepted  bills  to  the  amount 
B^i?*^."'^'  of  i,2oo,bool/  from  Bengal ;  that  they  were  very  confi- 
'  '  derably  indebted  to  the  bank  for  cafh  borrowed  to  the  re- 
venue for  cuftom  houfe  duties,  and  the  annual  fubfidy  of 
400,000!.  &:c.  Thus  they  were  obliged  to  throw  them- 
felves  entirely  on  the  mercy  of  adminiftration,  and  to  en* 
ter  into  a  negociation  for  a  loan,  at  the  very  time  when^ 
in  all  probability,  meafufes  yv^ere  contriving  for  their 
annihilation.  The  applications  to  the  firft  lord  of  tjie  trea- 
fury were  received  with  ^reat  coldnefs.  He  referred  thern 
to  parliament  for  fatisfiicSiion,  where  it  was  extremely  pro- 
bable that  the  mifcondudt  of  their  fervants,  the  embarraf- 
iti\  (late  of  the  arfFairs  of  the  company  itfelf,  and  the  pre- 
lent  application  for  money,  would  be  blended  into  one 
common  mafs  ;  and  the  envy  attending  the  large  fortune 
m.  dc  by  p^irticular  perfcns  would  throw  a  general  ob- 
Jo^uy  on  the  whole  proprietors.    Ac  the  fame  time,  a  ge- 
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neral  indignation  was  excited  by  the  publication  of  the  re-  ClFI  AR^ 
ports  given  into  parliament  by  the  committee.  VIL 

On  the  meecing  of  parliament^  November  26th,  1772,  ^'— -<^- ■{ 
^e  Eafti-India  affiiirs  were  particularly  mentioned  in  the      '^7** 
fpeech  from  the  throne.    It  was  obfcrved  «  That  the  pri-  ^ennoncd 
rate  convenience  of  a  great  number  of  people,  as  well  as  in  th« 
the  commerce  and  revenues  of  the  nation,  were  very  much  ^'"S* 
concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  Ea(l->India  company :  IJ^^^  *l 
That  upon  information  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the 
company  were  involved,  it  was  determined  to  give  them 
an  early  opportunity  of  informing  themfelves  fully  of  the 
true  ftate  of  their  affairs,  and  of  making  fuch  provifions 
for  the  comn^on  benefit  and  fecurity  of  the  various  inter- 
cfts  concerned,  as  fhould  be   found  bed  adapted  to  the 
prefent  exigencies  of  the  cafe.". 

Ifi  confequence  of  this  fpeech,  a  violent  declamation 
^as  made,  by  the  member  who  mpyed  for  the  addrefs, 
againft  the  behaviour  of  the  Eaft-India  company  with  re- 
gard to  their  affairs,  which,  he  faid,  were  in  the  moft  ru- 
inous and  deplorable  fituation*  The  minifter,  however, 
lord  North,  y^ho  had  been  appointed  firft  lord  commiflion- 
crof  the  treafury  in  1770,  wa§  ipore  favourable  in  his 
opinion,  ami  declared,  that  however  much  they  might  be 
cmbarraffed  with  regard  to  money-matters  at  prefent, 
they  were,  nevcrthejefsj  far  from  being  in  a  defperate  fi- 
tuation  with  regard  to  the  internal  ftate  of  their  affairs. 
The  befl  and  fpeedicft  method  of  giving  them  relief,  ap-  committee 
peared  to  him  to  be  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  of  iccrccy 
tecreey,  confifting  of  thirteen  perfons,  to  be  chofen  by  bal-  ^??oinud, 
jot.  This  would  prevent'  the  unnecefTary  expofure  of  the 
company's  affairs  5  and  it  would  be  highly  improper,  as 
well  as  unfair  and  ungenerous,  that  they  fhould  fulFer  any 
injury  in  confequence  of  a  fimple  money  tranfaftion  with 
the  public  ;  but,  that  their  affairs  being  thus  laid  open  only 
to  a  few,  it  would  ncceffarily  follow,  tfiat  no  undue  advan- 
tage could  be  taken  of  fuch  knowledge.  This  meafure  was 
pbjefted  to,  principally  on  the  fuppofition,  that  the  fecret 
committse  would  be  compofed  of  perfons  entirely  devoted 
fo  the  minifter ;  however,  it  pafTcd  without  a  divifion,  and 
Was  found,  according  to  expeftation,  to  confift  either  of 
fuch  as  were  connefted  with  perfons  in  office,  or  who 
were  known  to  be  entirely  at  their  devotion.  This  com- 
mittee, befides  being  armed  with  full*  powers  to  take  any 
proper  meafures  for  the  relief  of  the  company,  was  parti- 
cularly ordered  to  confider  the  intended  plan  for  fending 
put  fupervifors  to  India.  The  feleft  committee  was  alfo 
Revived  next  day  j  by  which  manoeuvre  it  evidently  appear- 
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CH  AP.  cd,  that  tiie  fecrecy  of  the  other  was  a  mere  pretence  «^ 

Vn.     get  the  management  of  affairs  totally  into  the  hands  of  ad-- 

-  \.>^r^^  miniftration.  However,  the  minifter  gave  as  a  reafon  for 

1772.      this  contradidory  condud,  that  he   had  previoufly  pro- 

mifed  not  to  oppofe  the  revival  of  the  feleft  committee. 

The  decifions  of  the  committee  of  fecrecy  were  fo  very 

The  fend-   quick,  that  they  feemed  to  have  been  the  refuft  of  a  pre*- 

fudcrvifors  n^editatcd  fcheme.     In  a  week  after  their  inftitutibn,  a  re- 

to  India      port  was  brought  in,  that  though  the  company  were  much 

prevented,  diftreflcd  in  money-matters,  they  were,  neverthelefs,  mak- 

*  ing  preparations  for  fending  out  an  expenfive  commiihon 
•of  fupervifors  to  India,  which  would  ftill  add  to  that  diC- 
trefs ;  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of -the  committee,  that  a 
hill  fhould  be  brought  in  to  reftrain  them,^for  a  limited 
time,  from  fending  out  any  fuch  commiffion  of  fupervifors. 
Such  a  propofition  alarmed  not  only  thofe  who  were  more 
immediately  concerned  in  the  affairs  of  the  company,  but 
thofe  who  confidered  it  merely  as  an'invafion  of  the  legal 
rights  of  the  company,  and  an  infraftion  of  the  principle^ 
of  the  conftitiition.  It  muft,  indeed,  be  evident  to  every 
perfon  who  confiders  the  conduft  of  the  miniftry,  as  at- 
ready  related,  for  a  number  of  years  paft,  that  it  feemed 
to  be  their  wilh  to  eftabliih  powers  fomewhcre,  which 
ihould  be  totally  independent  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
could,  at  the  pleafure  of  the  minifter,  fupercede  it.  •  This 
had  eagerly  been  fought  for,  firft,  in  authority  of  fccreta- 
ries  of  ttate  5  then  in  the  houfe  of  commons  5  and  now  it 
was  attempted  to  veft  in  a  committee,  evidently  under  tb^e 
influence  of  adminiftration,  a  power  to  counteraft  theprir 

^  vileges  of  a  trading  company,  to  take  what  meafiircs  feem- 
ed to  them  moft  proper  for  rfie  fettlement  of  their  affairjs. 
In  this  light,  their  condu£l  had  been  viewed  all  along  by 
the  members  in  oppofition,  who,  it  muft  be  ownedj  what- 
ever faults  might  be  found  in  their  private  charafters,  have 
ilruggled   only  for  the  liberty   of  the  fubjeift,  and  the 

•  authority  of  the  laws.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the  interference 
of  miniftry,  in  the  affair  of  the  fupervifors,  was  looked  up- 
on as  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  undoubted  privileges  of 
the  fubjeft,  and,  under  pretence  of  aflifting  the  company, 
to  take  the  management  of  their  own  affairs  entirely  out 
of  their  hands.  The  whole  force  of  oppofition  was 
therefore  collefted  on  this  important' occafion.    It  was  al- 

lor^nd"    leged,  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  company  was  only  tempo- 

againrt  the  rary,  and  that  they  were  otherwife  abundantly  capable  of 

^mpany.    paying  every  debt,  as  the  minifter  himfelf  had   owned, 

,   The  abufes  committed  in  the  Eaft  by  the  company's  fer- 

vants,  had  rendered  it  neceflary  to  appoint  a  fet  of  gentle* 
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Aefito,i]]fpe£):  their  condufl,  by  which  vaft  fums  would  CHAP, 
annually  be  faved  to  the  company  ;  out  of  which  fayings>      VET, 
the  fupcryifors  themfelves  were  to  be  paid.    The  pretencq  i^VNj 
of  their  being,  fo  very  expenfive,  was  therefore  totally  in-      i77** 
Talidated.  The  miniftry,  however,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  had 
adopted  a  new  method  of  arguing,  viz.  that,  when  people 
were  diftreiTed,  they  {hould  not  be  allowed  to  take  proper 
meafures  for  retrieving  their  aflairs.     Beiides,  the  prefent 
bill  was  undoubtedly  an   ex  poft  iz&o  affair,  to  reftrain 
the  company  from  doing  what  had  been  already  done.  The 
fending  out  of  fupervifors  could  not  poffibly  affeft  the  af- 
fairs qf  the  company  at  home.     Their  <:harter  and  confti- 
tution  were  manifeftly  afFefted   by  the  report,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  deference  which  had  been  paid  to  parliament, 
by  fufpending  the  commiflion  of  the  fiipervifors  until  the 
affair  fliould  receive  the  fanftion  of  the  houfe. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  on  the  part  of  the  miniftry. 
That .  no  hoftile  meafures  were  in  contemplation  againft 
the  company  y  that  the  wifli  of  parliament  was  for  their 
profperity  )  but  they  were  evidently  entering  into  a  very 
expenfive  commiflion  at  an  improper  time,  when  neceffi- 
tated  by  their  former  mifcondufk,  to  apply  to  the  public 
for  a  loan  of  money,  at  the  fame  tim«  tliat  they  owed  con-^ 
iider4>le  funis  to  government ; ,  and,  as  it  was  undoubted- 
ly the  duty  of  parliament  to  prevent  tliem  from  ruin,  the 
committee  appointed  for  the  purpofe  of  inquiring  into  the 
methods  proper  for  their  relief,  had  been  of  opinion,  that 
they  jought  to  be  reftrained  from  their  intended  meafure  of 
fending  out  fupervifors,  and  no  reftridiion  could  be  laid  upr 
on  them,  unkfs  a  bill  for  this  puipofe  were  paffed  into  a 
law.  Befides,  it  'was  impoflSble  that  the  company  could, 
without  the  affiftance  of  the  legiflature,  give  their  commif- 
fioners  fuch  authority  as  would  be  proper  for  the  rcdrefs  of 
fuch  monftrous  abufes  as  had  taken  place. 

On  this,  two  gentlemeri,  direftors  to  the  India  Compa- 
ny, ^nd  then  in  their  places  ias  members,  offered  to  pledge 
themfelves  to  the  houfe,  that  the  fupervifors  fhould  not 
be  fufFered  to  depart  before  the  legality  and  propriety  of 
their  commiflion  was  fully  difcuffcd  in  parliament.  The 
propofal,  however,  was  utterly  rejefted  by  the  miniftry.  It 
was  faid,  that  though  the  company  might  for  the  prefent, 
have  refolved  to  fufpend  the  departure  of  the  fupervifors, 
nothing  but  an  aft  9f  parliament  could  make  that  refolu- 
tion  efFeftual ;  that  tfeey  might  refcind  in  one  day,  their 
refolutions  or  meafures  for  the  preceding ;  that  the  opi* 
nion.  or  promifes  of  the  whole  court  of  direfkors  could 
afford  no  fecurity  in  this  refpeft,  as  the  diroftion  was  in- 
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/     CH  XV^  knar  to  die  gtmeral  touifis,  where -dKir  aafts.  wiere  liabtetd 

VH*     fair  over*raled  by  their  pxopiietOTS}  and  that  an  advantage 

Si^'V^^  onght  be  take%  .diimig.the  Qififtxhas  vecefs,  of  fending 

I77»* '    ^  fnperviibvi  to  lodi^  i  IJhat  thft  liill  in  cpioflimi.  was  fo 

Car  from  being  aoi  invofion  of  any>  chatter^  that  it  wp»  di-^ 

reeled  agaifllL  antetril^tivot  otiii|r^poffil^^,  but  vcrjir  likely  M 

happen,  namely,  to  prevent  ilve  company  feoch.  ctowning 

«li  their  £Drm^  exdraraganGe,  by  eifterifig  ii^>oii  an  unne^ 

cefiary  and  ruinous ^xpehce,  when  on  thopoint  of  bank-^ 

vi^tcy»  .      u'     . 

On  the  part  of  the  Eaft4ndid  eom{tenf ,  k  n^as  neplied^ 
31iatthe  biU  was,*  in  every  refpe^:,  linaonftittitibaal,  be^ 
ing  no  lefs  than  a  bill  to  fufpend  the  Isws  of  the  land  ^ 
98  well  as  fubvetfivie  of  the  company's  charter,  which 
had  bec^n  fo  dearly  purchafed  :  That  instead  of  taking  any 
fteps  to  render  the  company  great  and  glorious,  as 'had  been 
boaited  in  the  minift^'^  fpeech,  adminiftration  had  begun 
by  plundering  thetn  of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  two  miUiDns,  and 
now  put  the  finiihing  hanci  to  theii  woi^k,  by  tadang  actvan- 
tage  of  the  diftrefs,  oceafioned  chiedy  by  thati^ry  extor<- 
tion,  to  deprive  them  of  their  charter,  and*pv«rtfavow  theilr 
,  conftitution.    The  btU  nwft  alfo  be  productive  of  die  moft 

fatal  confequences  to  the  other  fundS)  and-  put  an  ended 
all  confidence  in  the  public  faith.  It  itos  aiked»  what  &« 
curity  could  there  be  in  a  country,  where  the  toyal  charter Sj 
repeatedly  ratified  and  confirmed  by  a&s  of  -parltamenti 
could  give  no  permanent  eftablifliment  to  property  ?  The 
argument  of  ^expence  ^as  evidently  a  mere  pf  etext  5  for  it 
was  allowed  by*miniftry,  that  fome  fort  of  fupervifion  was 
neceffary,  and  the  objeftion  of  expcnce  wa8  equally  ap{^«« 
cable  to  everv  one*  There  Was,  befides,  no  defe^  of  pow* 
ers  in  die  charter  of  the  company  5  they  might  beg^en, 
with  equal  efiicacy,  to  the  coihmiffioners'legally  appointed^ 
and  without  any  violation  df  the  company^s  ri^ts. 

All  this,  however,  was  produQive  of  rio^good  confc*- 
pctirion^of  quence$  the  bill  Was  carried  by  a  majority' rf  114  againfk 
the  com-  43,  and  the  company  reduced  to  the  inefiedutal- remedy  of 
P»ny.  petitioning  and  renionftrating.  That  -there  might  be  no 
niifreprefcntation  of  theftate  of  the  company's  affairs  either 
at  home  or  abro  .d,  feveral  of  their  fcrvants  were  exantin^ 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons ;  by  which  it  appeared,, 
that  the  mifconduft  of  thofe  in  the  Eaft  ftiircqntinucd;  and 
feveral  of  the  members,  then  fitting  in  the  houfe,  by  their 
indifcretion  in  afking  needlefs  queftions,  brought  a  (hare 
of  thefe  charges  upon  themfelves. — ^From  this  inquiry  in- 
to the  affjiirs  of  the  company,  it  appeared  that,  fince  the 
year  1765,  the  company's  expences  had.  incrcafed  frosn 


t^tot,  Gr  life  ^ 

^boo  to  i,7d6|OQQli juunndlfi    Gavcmineiit  laA  t^CtLA'Si 
edved^  hj  the  produce  of.  the  duties,  die  indeauiit]r  for     VH.- 
tea,  and  the  Aipaldted:  40o^oooL  little- k&  than  twoimlfr  U^v%>    " 
1km  maxoUji    B^  agreement  akm^  tbt     r77i. 

cotopany  had  loft)  from  its  oommencemcaty  not  kfii  thnt 
«»  mittiQii  ftediog^  of  isindli  gq? crnment  had  recchred 
70<HQ9ol;  and  die  remainder  went  tb  die  purchafers* 
Buoog  the  lad  fire  futts$  the  profits,  of  gover nmeut,  hf 
means  of  die  company,  had  been  no  kfo  than  3>395>oooli " 
imng  which  dme^  tbofe  of  die  companj  had  amounted 
<»\f  to.  464^000^  annuaUy,  whieh^  however,  would  lurrc? 
ainrded  a  dmdend  of  twelve  and  a  kiif  per  cent. )  and 
iioffl receiringeTcn  dus. ihcj  had  been  reftrided*  Inftead 
tf  ixing  m  anjr  rtfye£k  culpable  with  regard  to  government) 
ibecefore^  they  infifted  that  diey  had  teen  ferviceable  in  # 
sioft  dtmordinar^  matwer* 

Wide,  thefe  tranCi^Hons  Wete  carried  dtt,  the  fecrer 
tonunittee  had  given  in  anodier  rq[>ort,  intended  to  con** 
tainaiheeof  ^  cmiipafty's  afiairs  at  that  time  ;  butdiie 
irasfo  msch  inrotved  in  figures  and  accompts,  that  verf 
Ikdc (oold begatheied  fiicaniu  The  friends  of  the  com*^ 
FsUqr  compkbied  of  it  as  unfavotinible,  if  not  un&tr ;  wbikr 
th6  oppdfiti^  {latty  cried  it  up  as  a  msfter-piece,  and  far 
heyqfiLlvhii  eould  be  expeOed  of  the  committee^  in  fuc& 
%  tiauod'  dme«  At  A€  fame  dme,  the  company  wesie^  a«^ 
fukted^tfaaf  they  inuft  either  abide  by  this  ftatement  <^ 
tbdr  |jBair^<ir  dire^y  prove  it  to  be  faue« 

The  bill  had  aUeady  undergone  tvi^o  rcadit^ ;  butj  oa' 
^dnrdy  cbttncil  were  heard  for  die  company,  vfhiGh^^^<ic|i 
apbr  produced  videirt  <tebatea.    By  theopponente  of  the  I'^/bel 
biByit  was  urged,  that  as  nobody  pretended  to  detiy  the'hail 
conqpany's  legal  right  to  tht'^jqioimnient  of  its  own.  fer^ 
nnts,  and  the  entire  management  of  tbem,  no  reafibitaMe' 
oije^ion  could  now  be  brought  againft  the  eicerciie  of  that* 
w.  wfam,  from'  the  rapackv  and  oppttffive  behavioui^   . 
</thefe£stviimS|  it  becamef  evidendy  not  only  expe^^ent/ 
)^  abfblutely  necefiafy  to  do  fo  1  and,  as  every  delay  in^ 
Ae  prdbnt  critical  ^tuation  of  affiiirs  muftbe  ia^urk>i)t»^ 
tliefupervifiifs,  Infi^eadof  being  longer  detained^  ou^tto 
bfem  off  immediatdy' 

This  mode  of  reafonmgwaslbfarlfroni  cofivinciiig  the 
tatnifterial  party,  that  diey  adopted  the  vei^y  arguments 
ttade  Ufe  of  to  prove  the.neeeflity  of  fupcrfeditig  the  fu* 
imxfion  altogether*  l%ey  infifted,  that  the  evils  in  thr 
tnirs.  c^  indaa  wtrr  gttiwn  ta  fuch  an  enor toous  magm** 
t^f  that  nothing;  tofs  dsaft^heiitterference  of  the  legiflai* 
tire  could  put  a  (to&  to  diem ;  ^t  the  eMimiffiott'  \va> 
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CH  AP;  vnoing  in  its  principles,  beomfe  thi^go^remoffS'  dn4.ccniav^ 
V)I.     cils  in  the  refpcfliye  prefidencics  in  India  were  joi^d 

(yVX/  with  tkofe  fait  oYer  in  quaiitjr  qf  fiipenrifets*  Thus^  w 
A7^>  the  immber  of  the  former  were  .permanent,  thejr  mvJk^ 
fooh  bfifiome  a  majority  bf  the  death  or  fickntfs  of  the 
Ittperviibrsi  by  which  the  capital  offenders  .'wontd  be  tl-^ 
fecluaUy  fecured  from  puziiftment,.aa  becoming  judges 
m  their  own  caufe.  I  he  kgiflstture  bad  undottbt^dly  a 
fupreme  and  ccntrouUng  powcr^  .to  which  every  ihin^ 
9iufl:  fubmit  i  and  this  power  coitld  never  be  applte4  with 
greater,  propriety  and  benefit  than,  in  the  prefent  cafe» 
where  the  welfare  of  fo  many  millions  were  concerned^. 
Lawst  as.  well  as  charters,  muft  fubmit  to  the  alterations 
confequent  on  the  changes  of  times  and  feafons  ;  and,  at 
liie  commencement  of  the  company's  charter,  it  is  impof^- 
£ble  to  fuppofe,  that  it  cpuld  be  intended  to  grant  them,  a, 
right*  of  legiflation  over  vail  countries,  in  which  it  wa^ 
iicarce.  probable  tjiat  tliey  couW.  cvexbavq  anji  footin|f^^ 
fjccepting  a  permiflion  to  trade  as  ftrangers* ,  The  ^ff^n^* 
of  the  company^  befides,  were  in  the  h^nds  of  paTliamen^ 
and  it  was  abfurc^  in  fuch  a.cafe,  to  fufier  them  to^o  oq 
with  any  plan  of  their  own*  -^ 

•  By  the. friends. of  the  c0mpan7.it  was  replied,,  Th^ 
the  interpofidon  of  parliament. had  hitderto  been  i^^ 
ttfc  of  only  to  extort  moneys.  In  1767,  they  had  under- 
taken to  regulate  their  affairs  ;  but,  inftead  oftbis,  zftcr 
the  extortion  of  an  imtti^nfe  fum^  the  ailairsof  theconu«> 
pany  kid  been.Jeft  in  their  former  ftate ;  axid  thpngbtficy 
bad  Gfkcp  that  tinie  remained  op^n  to  jwriiament,, nothing 
bad  been  done  on  the  part  of  .admimftration,;  except  tbc 
makingor  renewing  its  extortions :  under  the  name,  of  i^r^- 
^/W,  whic]i:had,  in  trutj^  contributed  more  tban,^an3r 
tJiiing  to  bring  theni.  into  their  pxefent  ombarraiTed  i^tugr 
tion,  A  fejetl  committee  had  confideted  their  affair^  for 
a  whole  fuiiimer  without. any  benefit  to^becp|;npany,,a^  . 
a  fecret  commiuee  had  brought  forth  nothing,  bu(  coniir 
plaints.  ]  It.was  thp  fault  of  .adminiftratiC)n,th(prefQri^,i^^ 
tb«  company  yras  not  inyeilcd  wit^  pov\€r^  fu^qiep^  tjo^ 
punifli  djieis  ft^antsj^  and  regulate  (bpir  internal  go^er^f 
ments ;  for  a  bill  with  that  title  had  bpcri  a£^ualjy.b]^0|fgbt 
into  the  houfe,  and  rejefted  by  the  minifterial  party^^r 
4er  pretence  of.waiting  for  the  difcov^ries  .to  be  m^de  bf 
the  lde£l  conamittep.  The  fuppofition  o£  the  pQwei;^  qi 
fupervifion  devolving  upon  the  goyernors,^  was  merely 
imaginary,  as  the,company  had  takjcn  ciftaual  meafurcs 
to  prevent  it, ,  The  delay  of  fending  out  fupervifots  was^ 
likewife  of  material  confequencc«    1  he  biU  propofi^d  f^ 


G  E  6  R  G  E'  m.    ^  t6l 

itftraint  df  fis  niondu,  knd  fhe  feafon'df  tlie  year  Wmild  CH  A& 
reftriia  it  for  iDther  fix  months  ;*  fo  that  f h^s  a  whole  year     Vll. 
would  be  loft  before  any  regtilatibh  could  bo  made  either  {y^V^ 
by  parliamefit  or  otHetwtfe,  which  muft  prove  detttiiieii*     ^77^ 
tal  inr  the  fatghefl:  degree  to  the  affairs  of  di6  company  j 
befideS)  diat  it  would  give  to  mucb  time  to  the  ofhndtnt 
to  prepare  every  rfrt  of  chicanery  t6  elude  the  courfe  of 
juftice»  that,  in  all  probabtlify^  not  one  of  them  would 
ever  be  brought  to  punilhment. 

The  moft  forcible  p^rt  of  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
minority  on  this  occafion  was,  that  the  bill  in  quei^ion 
undoubtedfy  ftrietched  thfe  prerogative  of  parliamenE  be- 
yond its  due  bounds.  A  fuprenie  incontrouluble  power, 
mdeed,  muft  be  lodged  in  the  Icgiflature;  but  that  was 
cot  to  be  excrcifed,  except  in  cafes  of  the  moft  urgent 
neceiSty.  The  prefcnt  bill  was  an  invafion  of  a  right 
which  parliament  had  fold,  and  which  could  not  be  taken 
away  without  forfeiting  the  f  lith  of  the  nation.  Such  a 
dangerous  exertion  of  dcfpotic  pawer,  mdft  not  only  pfrove 
deftrudive  to  the  credit  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  but 
Mkewif^  to  the  Bank,  South  Sea,  and  all  other  companies. 
It  was  infifted  alfo,  that  admiiiillration,  in  reaiity^  ap^ 
proved  Ofthemeafure  of  fending  out«fupervifors;  but 
that  as  foon  as  the  compahy  refufed  to  nominate  the  per- 
fons  whom  they  thought  proper  to  chiifcj  they  had  fet 
themfelves  entirely  againft  the  whole  fcheme^  and  found 
the  hotife»  as  ufual,  compliant  to  their  meafures. 

Thefe  arguments,  however,  as  well  as  the  foi  mer,  were 
urged  in  vain.  Such  was  the  general  deteftation  in  which  ^ 
the  company  were  htld  on  account  of  the  behaviour  of 
Ack  fervants,  that  the  bill  was  at  laft  carried  by  uiio  !  un^ 
drcd  and  fifty-three  to  twenty-eight.  In  the  houfe  o£ 
peers  it  met  with  a  very  fpiriced  oppofition,  and  occ^fi-^ 
oned  a  proteft.  In  this  houfe,  the  countenance  at  firft 
IhewR  to  the  (cheme  of  fupervifion  was  totally  denied.  It 
was  even  faid,  that  they  had  no  evidence  that  the  bill  waa 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  the  company  any  more  than 
their  interefts.  A  petition,  indeed,  had  been  prefer}ted» 
bur  It  was  only  figned  by  fourteen  of  the  proprietors,  out 
of  about  one  thoufand  fevenhun^Jredj  of  which  the  com- 
pany confiftdd.  The  truth,  however,  was,  that  the  bill 
had  been  hurried  thro'  the  houfe  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
it  would  have  been  pafi^d  v^'tthput  any  petition,  before  the 
company  had  titde  to  go  through  the  forms  neceflary  for 
calling  a  full  aflcmbly  5  for  which  reafon,  the  above-men- 
tioned fourteen  of  the  principal  proprietors  figned  this 
i]iefie£i(ua]>  {petition. 

i 


fn  HISIDRar  DE  ENGILXND. 

•CflU^i  TnThe^Jod^r  b£thenfblperMfiN9  fa^ 

\|)i/     ff!$]u>6ii^  o£  tke'cotnptiny^  wei«(nfliotakcaimacoiifider^ 
'fai*^^pl|irioii^.'  rX)||6  piiactpftlf  of  thefe  were>a.  ban  ofdmiilion 
^^7^    ahd'tf  hyifor  i^f^f^e;^,  at  the  intttreft'  of  four  per  cent. 
l>      r  I     ywth'libtfrt?"  toirapty^-the  fame  ip  fusns  not  .left  than 
•/^  corn*'  3<^oc0Qf>  V'^^^^  tiinriiigr  which  umr  the  company  ihcmld 
paoy  CO  ad.  not  make  a  dividend  of  more  than  fix  per  ceiit.  to  be  itii- 
iniuiftrt^     eiMfed^to«»|^^-a»  fobn  as  the  debt  was  rednced    to 
^^^'ri^y  75«S'd<50fl-i  and,  after  the  difchafge  of  the  whole,  the 
'   "fii^^ltirof^B^Jtfc^rofils  aflfifig'in  England  abcwe  the  divi- 
dend juft  CDJ^ioned/ihoold  be  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
itoeni  of  th^  company'^  bond-debt,  iintH  it  were  reduced 
io  ^, jfooiooo'K  and  that  the  furplns  pro&s*  arifing  fraifi 
whence  ihoifl A. be  equally  divided  between ithe  company' 
and  government^  The  company  alfo requeued  tabe  fwcd 
from  the  penal  tntereft  incurred  by  non-paynient  of  mc^- 
nay,  as  well  as  t]Kranitital  payntent  of  (he  406,000  J.  lor  ^ 
|})eirm^nder.of  ^  6ye  years  mentioned*  ArfioUaccofimt 
of  ifce;cpnip^ny?ari»rfenues  and  mcrcanrilc  plrofits  wcjre  lo 
be  annualty  laid  before 'parliament  ;>  and,  at  thi^  fame  timo^ 
leave  was  reqsidled  to  export  tea^  duty  *fre«i  tp'  Ammd( 
and  other  fefeigncountiice.  *        •»  • 

^  Tl^iefe  profkofals  met  with  a  very  tndi^^Frent  reeeptann 

^^oriLT'*^  fMW.,a4nMniftr?itfon»  whonowbegirfntb l«t failfome  hin» 
right*  caU  <hat  tj^  fompany  halt  no  right  to- Atir  territories  in  the 
led  in  ^ujef.  Eaft,  The  &r.(jt  lord  s>£  the  tteaf  ory  jmoVed,  that  a  fuppljr 
**^"»*  of  1, 400,^00  h  .be  gri>nte4  fr>  ^  ^mmpany,  provided  fw&- 

ficient  care  be  jtaken  tp  pvevent  fsi oh  exigencies*  for  the 
future,.    The  minifter  propofedi  that^  ^^  fuppofing  die  ■ 
public  flio^ld  advance  a  fum  of  money  to  the  company,  - 
the  dividend ihoilld  befe(lri£kd  to  fixpev  [cent  usdlithe 
whole  debt  be  difcbargedi  and  tbac  the  company  be  aUowv 
^d  to  divide  np  mor^  th^n  fevim  per  een^  until  ^it  bond«^ 
debjt  be  reduced  to  j, ^0,000!.''*   T'bcfe'refoliitions  hfe*- 
ing  palfcd  >vr}thouit  a  dJvifion,  it  was  fc^oitalter  moved  and 
carried  by  a  majority.  That  it  isthc  opinion  of  this>fconfe, 
it  will  he  inore  benregcial  .to  -tiLC^puWie^and  thcxompany, 
to  let  the  territorial  acquifitions  remain  in  the  hantis  of 
the  company  for  a  limited  .time,  not  ^sbccding  fix  years, 
to  cofprnencefxlom  the  agtvelnent  between  die  |)ublk  and  ' 
the  compaiiy>    That  no  parttcipatipn  of  pifofits  ftall  take 
place  botwcejn  ^h^  public  and  the  company^nntil  after  ibe 
re-payment  of  ibe  f  ,.4b.oiobol.  advanced  lo  thecompany, ' 
and  the  red UjfliOiiof  tho/CQmpany^&bond-debt  to  r ,  5  00,000!^ 
That  after  the  payme^Cof  thtr  loan  adif^aoed  to  the  com«\. 
pany,  and  the  i;ed;«*fibion  of  their  bo»^rdebt  t6  the  fuh|  . 
Ji^ft  m.eMione.4^  tb^e^^fovir^s  of  tbe  iiet^'ftirpliidfrro^i^^  r 


tecDfi^asfiatrhdnate^  above  the  f«mt>f  dght.pe]rc0ttt;C!iAP»' 
uprm  tbdc  oapitaiftodc,  fltsllbc  pqixdintxi  the  excfaequeri    WI. 
for.ifaeu&iof  ijiepiiblfc»  and^te  tentaixiisg  fourth  flull  be  ^>i*'"^    i^i 
bt  vptt  eithar  for  ftirdier  Tcducing  the  company's  bo&d^i    if  ?!• 
ddbt,  o£  for  coinp(i6ng  a  fund .  for  the  xlificharge  of  awf 
oESfangent  exigencies-  under  whidi  the  oonqpany  maf  'li^ 
bour.  .  •      •    '  I  ) 

Tlmdidadttmiflration/filentlybriflgmattersiotheiAs  ^^  ' 
thf^had  jfa  JiiBgwdfliod  for,  vie;  the.dcpriring  the  Cc«w  ^^JI^^'J;;^^ 
pmy  ofidbfiir  territoricein  the  Eaft.  Alight  was  nonrfup^ 
jfM  ita  he  teftedJin  the  crown  tathe  pofieffion  of  tfade 
territqdes,  though,  -at-thc  negociations  for  dbe  peace  of 
i7363»  it  had  ;beai.  ftipulated  by  the  Engliih  minifteri  .diat 
^rei^ding  tfaofe  tenitorial  acquifitians,  die  £a^(h  Eaft«^ 
Iodia<}om{iaii!y:haise  .made  in  Afia,  every  difpute  rektimr 
Aenetpj  lanft  te.iettled  iiy  the  Company  itfelf,  the  ciowa 
aflngiand  having  no  ri^  to  interfere  in  what  is  aUowei 
to^tkc  Jegal  and  excluftve  prc^erty  of  a  body  corporate 
hekmgiitg'lo  the  ISnglifli  tution.''  The  prefent  nuniftry^ 
hovefcr^-did  not  tl^r  proper  to  pay  regard  to  this  or  an^y  ^ 

otkr  feciiiatie^  the  Company  might  have  of  a  r^ht  to 
Acfe  poficflxons.  Lord  North  declared,  9th  W[arch,  17731  m 
that  ikaigh  hem^^ei  the  difcmfliDn  of  Ae  fabjedi  for  the  ^'*''*=^  ^- 
pt&ntf  faehaxi  no  dotdit  but  that  the  crown  had  a  prefer 
t^  tide  itoctfar  pK»Se£ons  in  the  Eaft.  This  do£tnne,  he 
£udi'was  not  jpeculiar  to  himftif)  as  feveral  perfbns,  well- 
fcSfidin;die  iaw,:had  declared,  diat  <<ittch  territorhl  po£^ 
feSomias  die  &bje£ts  of  any  ftate  ihall  acquire  by  con- 
Socft,  ace  virtually  the  property  of  the  ftate,  and  not  of 
tb&  sndiisadqjals  who  acquure  them.'*  On  the  5th  of  April  j 
kimade  the  abcwe-memtioned  propofal  of  letting  the  p<^ 
&&QB^.iemBin  in  die  hands  of  the  Company  for  fix  years 
k^gavi|y  wbifcbthe  inght  of  the  crown  was  eftabliihed 
viAioutsffiy  «bfcui£oh.  at  all  $  and,  indeed,  the  exiftence  of 
teti^  was  now>pi:&ireiy  itififted  upon  as  %,  matter  fet- 
tied  mend  doubt;  the  iimitatioa  to  fix  years  being  occa^ 
fioflsii  by  tlie  expiration  of  the  Company^s  charter  in  the 

Saktk  an  extitiordiiiary  ixmhEkixm  could  not  fail  to  eat« 
cite  the  greateft  clanlonrs ;  hot  every  kind  nf  qppofiiion 
^in^am ;  a  jcind  ^af  infatuation  and  the  moft  fertile  inr 
^ioKttbn  feemed  mnisKerfally  to  prevail,  of  running  head- 
^g  into  every  meafuie  propdfed  ky  gotenmieut,  whether 
^^^  wrong.  Kay,  though  dt  wlas  evident  diat  the 
fiattnc  lelativc  t»  Ae  Eaft^Ii^  Ccmpmy  had  been  car- 
^^awithfuch  n^city  and diffimulatidii  afi  muft  have 
^^f^Mil^i^im^/i&a  p£  a|iy  iodbddinii  imniftvy  w(e» 
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CHAP* now  at  great  paihs"  to'^di^lay  their  lindneft  to  tKc  C5)tn- 

VII.      pany  y  ficyiet  forth;  that  noWithftandiqg  the  great  loflei 

^^lymm,}  the  Cdmpatiy  ha^,  %' dictt  oWp  mabondu£k^  fufrained,  lb 

X773*     a&'to  rencter  tilenj  unible.tc  pa^  the  fuip  arinUally  ftipti- 

^     :    Jatcd  to  thepuDliiJ,  thej  had  gencroufly  fupplied  them  with 

four  tihie^  the  fun^  .^hd,  ;Out  of  their  tender  regard  to  the 

Company^  "vt^.^M  ^}}^  Wdergci  farther  difadvantages.    A« 

h  was  .thb\^'Aat;"  t^^^  Gompany  had^n  Hand  an  immenfe 

ftpcfc'of  tea,»fmpunting  to  lip  \ljefs' than^levcntecn  millions 

of  ppuiicisv  ft  was  allowed,  them  to'  cicport  any  quantity 

^y  jpka{ea\o'/ofefgn  ,|>arb  Jiable  to  duty. 

*  'JTp'  all  tliis  kindnfels  th(?  Cpmpan jr  Ventied  bJy  a  petition ; 

jn  wiiicK  they r" """'■'   "^    '     ''*'^  *vf    i  «  .  r    v  ^ 

Ancthcr      injpious  cor  ' 

petition       prefentatioii 

Com  ?n^    ^le  fame  tinae,  "fet  forth'  i^  the  public 

April  3a*   ^^*i  reaped  from  ihemjj^fiveexpen^^^^  beeti  at  in  ao- 

guiring  Uiofe'terrjtones  to  which  itwas  no\s^  declare^  that 

t h  cy  ha  d  no  rijgh  t  V  Bu t  diis  me^  with  no ,  better  reception 

'ibaii  tlie  foriber^  %  the  Company  of 

the  niani^gementoj^'tlieir  affairs  was' already  laid,  ^nd  tlie 

-  _'  ippft  convenient  method  of  fubjeftirig  them  entirely  to  the 

{)ow^  of  the  crown  only  !^emained1t6  be  confidered.    At 
aft,  after  long  and  fruitlefe  debates,  the  minifter  brought 
^m^^^'T  jna  bill,  for  eftablifhing  hitt^ih  regulations  for  the  better 
in  an^°"^    management  of  the  affeirs  6f  ihe  Eaft  Jndia  company,  as 
paficd,        well  in  India  as  in. Europe,'  Tttui  principal  articles  of  this 
Way  3-     tlil  were  the  following  :  ^  ift,  *ftiat  the  court  of  direftors 
fhould,  in  future,  be  elefted  for  foiir  Veiats  jj  fix  members 
to  be  chofen  annually.    2d  and  3d,  Thp  ftock  of  qualifica* 
tion  iliould  now  be  loool.  mftead  of  j^^obL  as  formerly; 
and  no  perfon  fliould  be  intitled  to  vote  for  the  eleftion  of 
the  dirediors  who  had  not  p'ofeffed  their  ftock  for  twelve 
months.    4th,  The  mayoP«^  court  of  Calcutta  {houid,    fbr 
the  future,  be  confined  iri  its  jurifdiftiori  to  fmall  mercan- 
tile caufes.  5th,  Inftead  of  thiis  court,  a  n|^w  one  ihould  he 
appointed,  con fifting  of  a  chief  juftice  and  three  puifne 
judges.    6th.  Tliat' all  fhefe  judges  be  appointed  by  the 
crown;  and  la  ftly.  That  the  prefidency  of  Bengal  fliould 
have  a  fupefiority  over  all 'others  in  Iiidi^.    \ 

This  bill  proved  ^o  lefs  difagreeable  to  the  company  than 
the  former  trEnfafticns  had  been..  Every  part  of  it  was 
difputed  v/ith  great  violence  ;  bui;  ftitl'tbe  Company  Ap- 
peared to  have  very  few  friends  in  the  houfe^  fo  that  everjf 
queftion  was  carried  by  a  prodigious  majority.  They  peti^. 
ticned  againft  it,  fent  a'meflage  concerning  it' to  the  lord 
mayor  and  liy£ry  of  London,*  requeftmg:  that  they-V^otd4 


iM^fe  >t  Jto  tlie  utittOft  of  their '  oowcn    But  %t^  fet  ^  4^ 
aUo  pctitiancd,  as  well  as  thofe  wno  were'  pofleflitd  dt  ^rcH:    Yl^'^'' 
petty  in  the  EaftJhdieii  who  claimed  the  privilege  of  Alhe^  ^-  ^^ 
BritiCi  fubjcds,  Ac  bill  athft  was  paffed  intx)  a -law  by  ^  "^7^  ' 
jnajority  of  oae  hundred  and  thirty-oiie^  to  twenty-one.'  Ill  .  ^  ^^ 
;he  houfd  of  lords-  It  was  alio  ftrohgly  of^iafed  by  a  icv^  r 
members,  but  at  laft  was  carried  by  thirty-nine  to. twelve^ 
On  this  occafioni  a  conferendc  ws&  propofcd  betwetii  mi 
two  houfa,  but  rejedted,  on  pretence  diat  it  would  occa* 
Con  a  lofs  of  time..  It  was  ihtn  movc4>  that  the  reports  of 
file  feverai  comntitteesi  as  well  a^' the  other '^cvidencciie- 
faidve  to  tfaeftaite^f  India  affadrs,  Ibould  be  laid  beforctlid 
faoiife  ^  but  this  afib.w^is  r^jcded'  on  the  fame  pretenccf.    . 

The  Companyi  now  left  Kopclefs  of-  redress,  contiriuc4 
CO  fend  unavailing  potions  on  the  fecond  ireadin^ ' 6f  tiie        ''■^y^^^ 
hUlf '  and-  their  few  friends  in  parliamoit  continued  an  iiief-^     ^'  .' ;,  V 
fe£^ual  oppbfitioii.    The  bill  Mras  finally  pafleda  and  ,th4  '"" 

Company  thus  entirely  thrown  ihto  the  hands  of  miniftry*  "  *' 
The  continued  ieriea  of  inquiries^  fiowever,  into  die  ttan& 
anions  of  tlae^Company  for  'many  years  p;|'ft,"had  prodi^-- 
ced  very  u^lavourable  reports  of  thjj  cqndii^l  of  many  qf 
their,  ferv^ntsin  the  Eaft,  which  at  Jift'Brou^ht  on  a  formal 
charge  of  rapaciy,  treachery,  and  cruelty  agamft  lord  CUvc^  avAignedU 
and  others  concerned  in  the  depbfitioni  and  death  of  Sura-^ 
jah  Dowlah>  with  the  other  means  which  ^ad  been  taken 
to  accomplifli  the  revolution  of  1756.  This  foon  produced 
^^^  following  refolutiohs,  by  which  the  afcendancy  of  the 
miniftry  was  fully  completed :  "That  afl  acquifitions  made 
under  a  military  force,  or  by  virtue  of  treaties  with  foreign 
princeSj  do,  of  right,  fceloqg  to  the  (late :  That  to  appro- 
priate acquifitions  fo  made  to  the  private  emolument  of 
pcribns  entrufted  WitK  any  civil  or  military  power  of  the 
^aic^is  illegal ;  That  very  great  fums  of  money,  and  other 
yj^uable  property^  have  been  acquired  In  Bengal  from  prin- 
ce^, 4?ijd  "others  in  that  country,  by  perfons  intruded  with 
tiie.  civil  and  nriilitary  powers  of  the  ftate,  by  means  of  fuch 
pQwers ;  whicji  fums  of  money  and  property  have  been 
apprpprjat^d  to  the  private  ufe  of  fuch  perfons.** 

The  general  hidignation  againft  the  fervants  of  the  com- 
pany on  account  qF  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  and  pror 
bahly  alfo  the  envy  occafioned  by  the  large  fortunes  they 
had,  niadc,  hurried  thefe  refolutions  through  the  hpufe, 
tl^ugh,  upon  more  cool  refleftion,  they  occafioned  confide- 
r»E)lp'  debates.  The  whole  affair  terminated  iii  a  direfl  ac- 
cufation  of  lord  Clive.  Tliat  nobleman  vindicated  his  con-* 
4u&,  in  general,  with  great  ability,  and  fet  forth,  in  a 
ftrikiig  point  of.  vi^w,  the  very  eminent  Services  he  ha4 


C U  AF«  itMui^d  wK  'Chmptny*   Hdvercry  this ^ilU'  not '  pitveiM 
VIL      anodier  attack,  which  would  probably  haire  been  attendedb 
</VV  liv^Tcry  diitg;peeabkooi!ifiaq[udioe99  hi&d  k  not  been  diae 
<7?a^     tbt  repQsttt  of  the  fckd  oomnaittec  were  deemed  sot  to  be 
fcffirinHeiyidencic:whcy^on  to  found  a  pariJamentaryjoc^- 
ffCfttoE the  inatteiv    The. affiir  at  bft  ended  in  a  modcnv 
^^  Thatlof d  C3xve,  at  the  tknectf  fait  receiTing  futna  to  tim. , 
ffOKDimt  of  234^aQdb  on.  the  depofitioa  of  Surajah  Dowlafa, 
4id  lender  great  and  mcritorio^is  fervice  to  this  coundy  V^ 
which^being  carried,  a  ftop*  was  put  to  the  inquury. 
the  Ull  ^SteCompanjr,  at  laft,  &idtng  tbemfelves  now  deprimcd^ 

petition oC  cCarvrjr.hopeof  idief,  aod  that  thejFluid been.egregio«lI|r» 
theConu     dttpcd'.and  cttfiuifedby  admtxliilration^.at.kft  piie^        sx 
^^^*     j^ecitionto  theebmmons,  refilling  ta.acoept  the  loan  on  tSie 
tennt  tlat  had  vtoen  propofed,  and  requcttuig  to  wididrawt 
titetr  foritier  pe&bn ;  bat  tfaisiwat treated  aaan  a&  of  ia« 
.  £tfdty ntthtfr tfan  definrving'fcrious  conitderation;  Itwaa. 
dctenaaoed.  to  ikve  the  Ccmipany  from  ruin  in  %tt^  cl!* 
thearfehwea^  andto'isise  the  henerolenctif  of  thepnUfo^iupott 
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nageadi, — --^--^Mii^ent^rfiill'-p.^^ 
IJlahds^-'-^Tumult  in  the  Houfes  of  Parliament ^^-^Esi^ 
pedition  againjl  St,  Vincents. 


THE  fame  motives  by  which   the  mmiftry  hithertb  ^  1,  '  i<, 
feemed  to  be  a£tuated>  had  uniformly  continued  to  CHAP. 
toiark  their  conduft  in  every- thing  with  which  th?y  had     yilL   , 
any  concern.    In  the. end  of  February,   1769,  a  meflage        j. 
from  his  majefty  was  laid  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  rrlnia^l 
acquainting  them,  that  the  expences  of  his  government  ti^ns  with 
had  exceeded  the  civil-lift  revenue  fo  much,  that  he  had  ^JS**"?  5P 
been  obliged  to  incur  a  debt  of  more  than  500,000!.  fot  i,ff rev^u^ 
the  difcharge  of  which  he  relied  on  their  "(veil-known  zeal 
ind  affeftion.   This  application;  though  by  no  meairis  un- 
ufual  in  former  times,  now  produced  a  violent  debate,  ow^ 
ing  not  oiilj^  to  the  temper  of  the  people  in  general,  but, 
alfo,  to  another  circumftance,  viz.  that  his  majefty,  foon 
after  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  had  agreed  to  accept  of 
the  annual  fum  of  8oo,o6ol.  to  be  cettainly  paid  him,  in* 
ftead  of  the  produft  of  Various  funds,  formerly  appropri- 
ated to  the  civil-lift  ;  the  uncertainty  of  which  was  thought 
to  have  afforded  the  mifiiftry  too  frequent  occafions  for 
inakine  demands  on  the  people.  As  the  revenue  of  his  ma^ 
Jefty,  however,  vras  now  certainly  known,  adminiftratiori 
found  themfelves  chargeable  with  mifmariagement  of  the 
royal  revenue  upon  every  deficiency,  and  the  popular  party- 
thought  they  had  a  right  to  call  tnem  to  afi  account  foir 
Vol.  V.  .  P  -  - 
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CH  AP.  the  manner  in  which  it  was  expended.     This  was  done 
VIII.     with  great  rigour  in  the  prefent  cafe.  A  review  was  made 
t/"y*V^  of  the  civil-lift  and  private  revenues  of  the  crown.  Thofe 
'769      from  Wales,  and  the  duchy  of  Cornwall,  were  taken  in- 
to copfideration,  as  well  as^  certain  duties  lately  laid   on, 
by  virtue  of  the  royal  prerogative  in  fome  of  the  Weit- 
India  Iflands ;  fr6m  all  which  it  was  inferred,  that  the 
*  civil-lift  revenue  was  now  in  abetter  ftate  than  it  had  ever 
been  before  j  antl  that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  pro- 
duce the  reafons  of  tlic  deficiency.  It  was  but  reafonable, 
they  faid,  that  the  public  fhould  have  the  fatisfafkion  of 
knowing  how  their  money  had  been  expended  before  they 
iubmitted  to  the  impofition  of  new  burdens  i  That  if  debts 
were  contrafted  without   any  confKlerationy  and   thefe 
debts  difcharged  by  the  people   Without  enquiry,  the  re- 
Venue  of  the  prince  might  beconfie  entirely  unlimited,  and 
evil  minifters  would  be  enabled  to  carry  every   meafure 
they  propofed   to  themfelves^  however,  unjuftifiable,  or 
prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the  community. 
;    To  all  this  it  was  replied  o»  the  ptirt  of  the  tniniflry,. 
That  though  it  was  generally  right  to  watch  the  eondu£l 
of  minifters,  it  was  not  fo  in  the  prefent  inftance*  It  would- 
be  ungenerous  to  fl^w  any  fufpicion  of  a  prince,  who  had 
taken  fuch  care,  on  hia  firft  aceeffion^  toconfolt  the  free- 
dom of  the  fubj€<3;,  by  cftablilhing  the   independency  of 
the  judges.     He  had  alfo  renounced  his  flrare  of  the  cap- 
tures taken  during  the  war,  and  which  amounted  to  no 
lefs  a  fum  than  700,000!.  fo  that  it  would  be  very  ftraiige 
to  refufe  what  Was  neceflary  for  his  immediate  exigencies* 
At  the  fame  time,  the  greateft  readinefs  was  profefled  to  lay 
an  accompt  of  the  expenditure  before  the  houfe ;  but  the 
length  of  time  requifite  for  preparing  them,  and  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  feflfon,  made  it  neceflary  to  delay  it  till  the  next 
meeting  of  parliament. 

Thefe  arguments  were  fuffident  to  ftop  the  mouths  of 
oppofition  for  the  prefent,  and  the  fum  of  513,51  il.  was^ 
t  ft  a8,  gi^anted  to  pay  the  arrears ;  but  when  the  accompts  were 
required  next  year,  all  infpeftion  into  them  was  pofitively 
tefufed.  It  was  now  faid,  that  as  no  application  had  been 
made  for  any  additional  fum  of  money,  there  was  no  right 
to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  it  was  expended  v 
but  at  prefent  it  was  untimely,  improper,  and  difrefpeft- 
ful  to  the  crown,  as  well  as  unjuft,  to  enter  into  an  exa- 
mination of  the  royal  expences.  It  was  not  pretended  that 
there  was  the  fmallefl;  reafon  for  an  enquiry,  as  long  as  the 
expences  were  confined  vidthin  the  ftipulated  fum ;  but  how 
was  it  known  that  the  exjpences  of  laft  year  had  exceedecL 
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that  fura  by  a  fingle  fliLHing  ?  Pr  how  was  it  known  but  CH  AJBf- 
there  had  been  a  confiderable  faving  ?  The  argument  for     VIII. 
an  enquiry,  becaufe  there  had  been  a  large  turn  required  l^^^/\J 
laft  year,  was  to  no  pyipofe  ;    for   as   it  had  been  then      1770- 
granted  without  any  helitation  pr  enquiry,  it  appeared  that 
die  houfe  was  convinced  of  its  being  Teafonabfc  to  grant 
itj  as  well  as  that  it  would  be  properly  applied.     Finally, 
as  the  revenue  of  the  civil-Jift  was  deugned  fqlely  far  the 
iUfe  of  the  crown,  it  was  proper  that  it  fliouJd  be   entire- 
ly  at   the  crown's  difpdfaL    The  accompts   of  former 
J  rears  were  produced,  but  even  though  it  were  proper  to 
ay  the  accompts  of  laft  year  before  the  houfe,  it  would  be 
impoflible  to  make  them  ready  for  this  feafon.     It  was 
therefore  hoped,  that  the  motion  would  be  rejected,  and 
no  more  accompts  caJled  for  untjil  f uither  affiftance  fhpuld 
.be  required- 

By  this  deyterous  management,  the  minifter  avoided  for 
the  prefent,  any  enquiry  either  at  the  time  when  money- 
was  demanded,  or  at  any  other.  He  wasthep  called  upon 
by  oppofition  to  pledge  himfelf,  th^t  in  his  tjme,  die  ex-». 
penditure  of  the  crown  ihould  not  expeed  its  income  j  but 
this  was  declined  ;  though  he  promifedj  on  all  occaiions,  to 
advife  die  ftrifteft  regard  to  ccconomy,  and  that  the  expen- 
ses fhould  not  exceed  the  ordinary  revenue,  except  in  pafes 
where  the  neceffity  was  fo  apparent,  that.no  abjedion  couJd 
poffibly  be  made  to  a  fupply. 

Thu5  was  oppofition  defeated  in  its  endeavours  fc  prg-  Motion  for 
cure  a  regular  and  clear  account  of  the  royal  expences^  difqualify- 
Another  attempt  to  dinainifh  the  influence  of  the  crown,  by  *^  revenue 
difqualifying  certain  reyenue-of&cers  from  voting  for  mem-  froi^^otin? 
bers  of  parliament,  met  with  the  fame  fate.     The  debates  atdeaions, 
upon  this  occafion,  were  carried  on  with  great  warmth  ;  rejeaed, 
but,  upon  the  queftion  being  put,  )he  jnotion  was  ):ejec-  j^^^"' 
ted  by  a  very  grea^t  majority. 

On  the  28th  of  Noyember,  1770,  a  ^notion  made  by 
lord  Chatham  pn  the  fubjeft  of  the  Middlefex  ele<aipn,  ^®^-  ^'• 
gave  birth  to  a  propofal  for  an  inquiry  into  the  $:ondu£k  of 
certain  courts  of  juftice.  In  the  introduftion  to  his  fpeech,  inquiry  Into 
this  nobleman  made  a  digrelEon  to  the  modern  method  pf  tfcc  condu<a 
direfting  juries  from  the  bench,  and  judging  in  c»fes  pf  ^^  *^®  - 
profecution  for  libels.     On  thi^   occafion,  he  ^rew  out  i^^ic^  pro- 
jfome    fevexe   cenfures  pn  a  great  law  lord  then  prefent,  pofcd  and 

(lord  Mansfield),  who  naturally  entering  pn  a  defence  of  dropped, 
lis  conduft,  attributed  the  accufation  to  ignorance  ;  fup- 
pofin^  lord  Chatham  had  taken  his  information  from  fpju- 
xious  printed  accounts  of  trials.     He  infifted,  that  in  aljl 
ca(es  he  had  jgiv^n  dire£tibn$  to  the  pxj^  ifhisiik  hp  w^ 
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CHAP,  not  afliamed  to  own,  viz.  that  they  were  to  judge  fron^ 
VIII.  what  appeared  in  the  coiirt,  both  with  refpe£l  to  the  pul^ 
y*'  -V'7  -^  lication,  and  likfewife  of  the  juftificatipn  of  any  libel ;  but, 
ino,  where  no  juftificatibn  of  the  matter  was  entered  into  they 
were  to  find,  according  to  their  judgment,  whether  the 
criminal  inference  in  the  information  was  really  merited 
by  what  was  contained  in  the  paper.  This  metlibd  of  charg- 
ing, however,  was  the  very  thing  complained  of,  and  it 
was  infifted,  that  juries  could  only  determine  tlie  fa£t  ;  it 
was  the  province  of  the  bench  alone  to  determine'  the  in- 
tention by  which  the  perlbn  was  either  to  be  declared  in- 
nocent or  guilty.  To  do  otherwife  was  faid  to  be'  repug- 
nant to  all  law,  and  contrary  to  the  conftitution  j  and'  it 
was  urged  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  that  a  day  fliould  be 
appointed  for  an  inquiry  into  the  conducS  of  the  judges  in 
this  refpeft.  The  matter  was  taken  up  by  the  late  lord- 
chancellor,  who  declared  himfelf  ftrotigly  interefted,  and 
even  tied  down  by  duty  to  urge  the  making  of  fuch  an  in- 
quiry ;  and  if  he  could  be  fcnfible  of  any  errors  in  the  con- 
duft  of  judges,  with  refpeft  tc  the  inculcating  of  doftrines 
contrary  to  law,  he  would  not  fail  to  point  them  out  to 
their  faces.  He  was  fenfitle  of  ^ic  prefent  difrepu table 
ftate  of  the  law-courts,  and  wifli  to  fee  them  reftored  to 
their  former  dignity,  for  which  no  method  he  knew  o( 
would  be  fo  efFe&ual  as  the  inquiry  propofcd.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  bravado,  however,  no  incjuiry  did  at  that  time 
take  place,  a  motion  for  adjournment  being  immediately  af^ 
ter  made  and  carried.  ^  • 

Motion  for     ^  motion  made  in  the  houfe  of  commons  for  amending 
rcduGj'ng      an  afl:  of  4th  and  ^th    William  and  Mary,  to  prevent 
the  powers  malicious  informations  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  and 
torncy-gcL    ^^^  ^^  TTiOTt  eafy  revcrfal  of  outlawries  there,  was  the 
neral^rc-     fubjefl:  of  another  debate.  The  intention  was  to   reftrain 
jcvaed.         the  powers  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  ^ttowiey-generalj 
which  enabled  him  tpfile  informations  and  carry  on  pro«i 
fecutions  for  libels,  without  the  interference  of  a  grand  ju- 
ry, or  going  through  the  forms  eftablifhed  in  all  other  cafes. 
This  power,  it  was  contended,  could  not  be  compatible 
with  the  laws  of  a  free  ftate,  and  was  of  too  dangerous 
and  exterifive  a  nature  to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  one 
man  ;  as  thus,  by  his  own  mere  mandate,  or  in  obedience 
to  the  will  of  a  minifter,  he   might  give  any  name  he 
pleafed  to  a  publication,  and  then  commence  a  profecu- 
tion,  without  calling  any  evidence,  or  making  the   leaft 
inquiry  5  by  which  means  the  moft  innocent  pcrfon  might 
be  ruined,  fuppofing  hini  to  be  only  unfortunate  enou^^hi 
iofall  under  the  difpleafurc  of  the  attorney-general  or  thc[ 
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'ininifter.  This  method  of  procedure  was  therefore  gcne-t  CHAP, 
rally  reprobated  ;  and,  bcfides  its  manifeft  unpopularity  VIII. 
ind  injuftice,  it  was  evidently  defeftive,  as  it  would  be  {^y^VKJ 
much  fafer,  as  well  as  more  expeditious,  to  go  through  i77o. 
the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  than  to  follow  this  method  of 
profccution  by  the  attorney-general.  Inftances  were  brought 
of  this  power  being  abufed  ;  particularly  of  one  attor- 
ney-general, whofe  conduft  was  fo  notorious,  that  he  had 
no  odier  method  of  defending  him felf,  than  by  producing 
written  inftruftions  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  for  afting 
in  the  manner  he  did.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  replied, 
that  the  office  was  of  high  antiquity,  and  a  part  of  the 
common  law  of  the  land ;  that  innovations  in  matters  of 
this  kind  were  always  dangerous,  and  that  the  abufe  of 
any  power ^was  no  argument  why  it  fhould  not  exift,  as 
there  was  no  power  whatever  but  what  was  liable  to  abufe. 
The  very  inftance  brought  to  (how  the  abufe  of  this  pow- 
er, tended  alfo  to  fhcw,  that  there  was  a  remedy,  namely, 
by  applying  to  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  and  that  every 
attorney-general,  like  other  crown-officers,  is  refponfible 
for  the  ufe  he  makes  of  the  power  with  which  he  is  in- 
truftc  d<  On  a  divifion,  the  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  great 
jnajority. 

During  the  courfeofthc  debates  on  thig  fubjeft,  the  mqulry  in- 
difpute  concerning  juries   happened  to  be  mentioned,  to  th*-  con- 
which,  immcdiitely  after  the  reieftion  of  the  motion  con-  ^"'^  "/  J^*^ 
cerning  the  Htrorney-general,  produced  another  for  a  tor-  judges  re- 
mal  inquiry  into  the  condaft  of  the  juilgcs  which  had  al-  vivea  and 
ready  been   propofed  and  dropped,  but  which  now  after  J-^'^^JJJ^*^  * 
much  fruitiefs  altercation,  was  reje£led  by  184  to  76.  As  time. 
in  xhe  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  however,  the  conduct  of  Dec.  6. 
lord  Mansfield  had  been,  particularly  arraigned,  h's  lord-  ^77o- 
{h>p  thought  proper  to  declare,  that  he  would  vindicate 
his  own  condu£l:,  and  accordingly  gave  notice  for  a  call 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  on  a  matter  of  importance,  he  faid 
he  had  to  communicate  to  them.  Every  one  now  expected 
great  things  ;  but  when  the  appointed  day  came,  all  en- 
ded in  his  lord  (hip's  declaring,  that  he  had  left  a  paper 
with  the  clerk,  containing  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the 
king's  beach  on  the  caufe  of  the  printer  Woodfall,  and  that 
the  lords  might  read  it  if  they  pleafed.  On  a  queltion  be- 
ing propofed,  whether  this  paper  fhould  be  entered  on  fhe 
journals  of  the  houfe,  an  anfwer  was  given  in  the  nega- 
tive, which,  though  it  precluded  any  notice  being  taken  of 
it  by  the  houfe,  feemed    fully  to  anfwer  every  purpofe 
pow  intended  by  his  lordfliip ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
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CHAP,  the  inquiry  was  finally  dropped,  to  the  great  difconteoi: 

VIII.     and  difappointment  of  the  public.  .  . 

^  '^y*'  -^  Thus  the  miniftry,  either  by  downright  weight  of  niimw 
i77«'  bers,  or  by  artful  evafions,  eluded  every  thing  that  tended 
either  to  relieve  the  people  from  what  looked  like  arbi- 
trary power,  or  to  elucidate  and  bring  to  public  view,  fuch 
myfteriops  tranfajsiions  as  they  dicmfelve*  happened  tq> 
Amend-  ^-^  Concerned  in.  The  event  of  the  nullum  tempus  bill, 
mtnt  of  the  finally  decided  in  the  month  of  February,  1 77  J,  did  not 
""^'""^  b'li  ^^"^  to  give  a  mofe  favourable,  vipw  of  their  coadudl. 
jcjcacd.  ^^  ^^*  already  been  mentioned,  hpw  this  aS  was  revived 
in  1768,  in  order  to  deprive  the  duke  of  Portland  of  a 
confiderable  eftate  of  which  the  family  had  been  in  pofief- 
fion  for  fcventy  years.  A  clanfc  had  been  inferted  in  the 
a<S,  by  which  the  grantees  or  lefiees  of  the  crown  were 
allowed  a  year  co  prove  their  claims ;  and  though  this 
claufe  evidently  affefted  the  duke  very  much,  np  pppofi* 
tion  had  been  made  by  him  or  his  friends  on  the  occafion* 
It  was  indeed  imagined  at  that  time,  that  the  whole  ;afiair 
had  been  pnly  calculated  to  anfwer  certain  purpofes  at 
the  general  election  of  members,  confequent  on  the  dif- 
folution  of  parliament.  The  event,  however,  (hewed,  that 
this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe.  A  very  expenfivc  law- 
fuit  had  been  commenced  againff  the  duke  of  Portland, 
and  by  reaf^n  of  the  great  extent  of  the  royalties  in  quef- 
tion,  no  fewer  than  four  hundred  ejedlments  had  been 
ferved,in  one  day,  two  hundred  and  twenty- five  fuits  at 
common  law  were  entered  into,  and  fifteen  bills  in  de- 
pendence a  fliort  time  before  the  matter  came  to  be  debar 
ted  a  fecond  time  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  By  this 
dreadful  inundation  of  law-fuits,  the  whole  county  of 
Cumberland,  and  indeed  almoft  the  whole  kingdom,  wa^ 
thrown  into  confternation  ;  but  though  there  could  hard- 
ly be  a  mere  glaring  inflance  of  the  bad  tendency  of  any 
claufe  or  act  whatever,  the  amendment,  by  leaving  out 
this  claufe,  was  itrongly  oppofed  by  miniftry,  on  pretence 
that  the  claufe  in  queftion  had  been  left  with  a  view  to 
preferve  Sir  James  Lowthcr's  right  to  a  legal  determina- 
tion of  his  claim,  and  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  in  parr 
'  liament  to  draw  him  into  a  law-fuit,  and  then  annihilate 

the  authority  on  which  he  had  proceeded.  The  diftref- 
fesin  the  county  of  Cumberland,  it  was  alfo  faid,  were 
now  entirely  at  ^n  end,  as  Sir  James  Lowther  had,  from 
motives  pf  humanity,  flopped  all  proceedings,  except  thofe 
againft  the  duke  of  Portland.  All  the  influence  of  admi- 
nillration,  however,  was  requifite  on  this  occafion,  to  car- 
ry the  favourite  point  into  execution.     On  the  firft.  wd 
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fcc6n3  readings  the  amendment  was  carried,  but  loft  onCH  AP. 
the  third  by  a  majority  of  nine.     On  this  occafion  it  was    VIII. 
complained,  that  the  minifter  wrote  feveral  letters  to  in-^— v**-^ 
fiuence  particular  perfons,  and  ufed  other  means  not  lefs     i77i. 
exceptionable  to  gain  his  point.    In  the  following  feffion,        *7" 
a  bill  for  quieting  the  pof?effion  of  the  fubjeft  againft  dor»  p  , 
tnant  claims  of  the  church  met  with  the  fame  fate,  being  '  • 

fhro-wn  out  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and  forty-one 
lo  one  hundred  and  feventeen. 

Two  other  remarkdble  bills  were  difcufled  this  feffion.  Royal  mar- 
viz.  The  royal  marriage  bill,  and  that  for  the  relief  of  the  ria^^c  aa 
diiTenters  in  England.  The  former  wasoccafioncd  by  the  P*"^'^- 
marriag*^  of  his  royal  highncfs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  ^  , 
with  a  lady  of  the  firC  quality  in  England.  On  the  20th  jj/^,'^* 
of  February,  a  meflage  from  his  majefty  was  read  in  both 
houfes,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  his  majefty,  from 
paternal  afFedion  to  his  own  family,  and  anxious  concern 
for  the  future  welfare  of  his  people,  recommended  it  to 
both  houfes,  to  take  it  into  their  ferious  confideration, 
whether  it  might  not  be  wife  and  expedient  to  ftipply  tlie 
defeiEls  of  the  laws  now  in  being,  and,  by  fome  new  pro- 
vifion,  to  guard  more  effeftually  the  defcendants  of  his 
late  majefty,  (other  than  the  iffue  of  princefles  who 
have  married,  or  may  hereafter  marry  into  foreign  fami- 
lies) from  marrying  without  the  approbation  of  his  majefty, 
his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs,  firft  had  and  obtained.  In  confc- 
quence  of  this  meflage  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  houfe 
of  lords,  to  render  all  the  defcendants  of  the  late  king  (thofe 
mentioned  in  the  meflage  only  excepted)  incapable  of 
contrafting  marriage  without  the  previous  confent  of  the 
king,  or  his  fucceflbrs  on  the  throne,  fignified  under  the 
great  feal,  and  declared  in  council  j  every  fuch  marriage 
and  matrimonial  contraft,  without  fuch  confent,  being  de- 
clared null  and  void.  It  was,  however,  granted,  that  fuch 
defcendants,  being  above  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  upon 
&eir  giving  Ae  privy  council  twelve  months  previous  no- 
tice of  their  defign,  may,  after  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
enter  into  marriage  without  the  royal  confent,  unlefs  both 
iioufes  of  parliament  fliould  within  that  time  exprefsly 
declare  their  difapprobation  of  it.  All  perfons,  at  the  fame 
time,  who  fliall  knowingly  prefume  to  folemnize,  or 
aflift  at  the  celebration  of  fuch  illegal  marriages,  or  at  any 
fuch  matrimonial  contraft,  were  declared  to  incur  the 
penalties  of  the  ftatute.  This  bill  met  with  the  moft  vigo- 
rous oppofition  in  both  houfes ;  but  though  its  legality^was 
called  in  queftion,  and  amendments  to  every  claufe  were 
propofcd  and  ftrongly  infifted  upon,  it  pafled  both  houfcj 
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CHAP,  with  uncommon  rapidity,  and  before  the  end  ofMarck 

VIII.     was  cftablifhed  as  a  law. 
^    y-    ^      The  diffenters  bill  originated  from  an  aflbciation  form* 
.2.7  7  »•     ed  at  the  Feather   tavern  at  London,  where  many  per- 
ti!i  origi?    fons,  whofe  confciences  did  not  allow  dicm  to  fubfcribc  to 
jiaus  from  the  thirty-nitte  articles  of  the  church  of  England  in  tl\eir 
a  petition    fyU  extent,  met  to  confider  of  proper  means  for  their  relief^ 
ciatbn  ir  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  prefented  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  conmions. 
tiu.  Feather  This  petition  was  figned  by  two  hundred  and  fifty  clergy- 
iftvcrn.       men  of  the  church  of  England,  and  by  feveral  profeflbrs  of 
law  and  phyfic.  In  this  petition  they  reprefehted  the  cer- 
tainty, infallibility,  and  fufEciency  of  the  holy  fcriptures  to 
inftruft  in  all  points  neceflary  to  eternal  falyation.  In  con- 
fcquence  of  tliis,  they  challenged  an  inherent  right,  derived 
from  God  alone,  of  interpreting  the  fcripture    for  them- 
felves,  without  the  influence  of  human   authority  to  bias 
or  command  their  opinions  in  any  manner  of  way.  This, 
they  faid,  had  been  the  fentiments  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land formerly,  and  thofe  upon  which  the  reformation  from 
Popery  was  founded.     The  fubfcription-laws,   however,' 
had  produced  a  deviation  from  thofe  fentiments,  in  coafe- 
quence  of  which,  they  were  now  obliged  to  declare  certain 
doftrines  and  opinions  drawn  up  by  fallible  men  fo  be  in 
all  refpefts  agreeable  and  confonant  to  fcripture.  .Thcfe 
fubfcriptions,  they  faid,  were  a  great  hindrance  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  true  religion,  and  tended  to  produde  divifions  and 
animofities  among  thofe  who  went  urider  the  general  name 
of  proteltants ;  that  even  the  clergy  themfelves,  who  did 
fubfcribe  thefc  articles,  were  far  from  being  agreed  in  their 
opinions,  which  gave  an  handle  to  .infidels  and  Papifts  to 
charge  tiiem,  with  being  actuated  by  the  mod  unworthy' 
motives  of  policy  and  intereft. 

it  was  complained  by  the  profefTors  of  law  and  phyfic^ 
that  at  an  age  when  they  were  totally  unfit  for  fuch  difqui- 
iitions,  they  were  obliged,  at  one  of  the  univefities  particu- 
larly, to  fubfcribe  their  aflent  to  a  number  of  theological 
tenets,  in  order  to  attain  to  the  neceflary  academical  de- 
grees ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  their  attention  to  their  own 
particular  branches,  mufl:  render  their  private  opinions 
on  thefe  fubjefts  of  no  confequence  to  the  public,  as  not 
affording  them  leifure  to  inquire  into  the  truth  or  falfe- 
hocd  of  thefe  propofitions  they  had  fubfcribed  in  their  ear- 
ly years.  * 

When  tiie  petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  tfie 
The  pcti-  fupporters  of  it  made  ufe  of  arguments/imilar  to  thofe  jutt 
tion  jcjec  mentioned,  urging  alfo,  that  to  prefs  fubfcription  in  mat- 
**'^*  ters  of  faith,  was  ciflablifliing  habits  of  prevarication  ixtt- 
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i^  a  malk  of  religion ;  that  a  happy  opportunity  was  hoVr  CHAP* 
i&fered  for  diflenxers  to  be  taken  into  the  bofom   of  the     VIIl* 
church,  which  moft  probably  would  be  accepted,  and  which  i*  -y  *^ 
would  give  it  fuch  a  {lability  and  firmnefs  as  nothing      «77*« 
could  fhake.  It  was,  howevery  reje£ted  by  a  great  majority. 
The  high-church  party  copfidered  an  attack  on  the  fliirty- 
nine  articles  as  little  lefs  dian  blafphemy.  The  church  and 
ftate,  they  faid,  were  fo  intimately  united,  that  one  could 
not  fubfift  without  the  other.  The  petiti  >n  ftruck  direftly 
againft  chriftianity  * ;  and  the  annulling  of  the   liturgy 
would  be  next  called  for.  They  faid,  that  parliament  could 
hot  grant  any  relief  in  the   prefent  cafe,  as  they  had  no 
power  to  diffolve  the  oaths  of  fuch  as  had  already  taken 
them  ;  and  thofc  whom  avarice  prompted  to  feize  on  the 
revenues  of  the  church,  without  believing  in  her  tenets^ 
inftead  of  having  their  requeft  granted,  ought  to  be  exclu- 
ded from  her  entirely.   Neither  was  it  in  the  power  of  the 
king  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  as  he  was 
bound  by  oath  to  preferve  the  church  in  its  eftablifhed  * 

form.  It  would  alfo  be  a  breach  of  the  articles  of  union,  by 
which  it  was  engaged,  that  the  church  governments  both 
of  England  and  Scodand  flipuld  continue  the  fame  as  be- 
fore* 

There  were  many,  however,  who,  though  entirely 
averfe  to  the  petition,  thought  that  it  ought  to  lie  upon 
the  table  till  the  end  of  the  feffion,  or  that  the  king  might 
appoint  a  committee  of  the  clergy  to  enquire  into  its  merits. 
They  infifted,  that  the  petitioners  were  men  of  irreproach* 
able  charafters  j  they  alfo  contended,  that  the  legiflature 
had  an  authority  over  the  articles  of  union ;  and  two  in* 
(lances  were  brought  to  fhew  that  they  had  a£lually  beeit 
alteredf,  viz*  in  the  a£l  againft  ocoaConal  conformity, 
and  in  that  which  deftroyed  ele£live  patronages. — ^They 
admitted,  however,  that  though  government  had  power 
to  alter  the  conftitution  as  it  thought  proper,  it  was  necef^ 
fery  that  the  religious  part  of  it  fhould  be  bound  by  f©mc 

*  The  part  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  which  the  petitioners  chiefly 
bbJcAcd  to,  was  that  in  whi<;h  the  Divinity  of  our  Saviour  is  ftrongly 
averted.  This  dotfliine,  though  evidently  the  v«ry  foundation  of  th« 
Chriftian  religion,  has  of  late  been  deoied  by  vaft  numbers  of  thofe 
^h'j  call  themfdvcs  Chriftiaus,  and  even  by  not  a  few  who  fubfcribed 
the  articles. 

f  This  do(ftrine  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  pemicieiis  that  can  be  tiiia«/ 
lined ;  as  it  puts  an  end  at  once  to  all  public  faith.  The  unioB  was  a 
treaty  bctwiit  two  independent  (latck,  and  could  not  be  altered  without 
bringing  back  matters  to  the  ftatc  in  which  they  were  at  that  time. 
Otherwife,  the  Briti(h  parliamopt  had  no.  nfore  ri^ht  to  alter  the  srr« 
tides  of  the  uxuoB  than  of  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  or  f  arig« 

Vol,  V,  Q^ 
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CHAP,  certain  principles  from  which  they  could  not  deviate  ;  ^tf 
VIII.     which  purpofe,  it  was  alfo  neceffary  that  fome  public 
K^^'ys^  fymbol  ihould  be  cftabliftied  to  which  they  fliould  all  con- 
1772. '    fent-    A  mere  fubfcription  to  the  Bible  would  fignify  no- 
thing, as  it  was  manifeft  from  every  day's  experience,  that 

no  two  would  agree  in  their  conftruftions  of  it. ^The, 

clergy  could  not  complain  of  any  injuftice  in  the  matter 
of  fubfcription,  as  they  were  under  ilo  neceffity  of  accept- 
ing benefices  contrary  to  their  conlciencc.  As  matters  no>w 
flood,  every  perfmi  had  a  right  to  interpret  the  fcriptures 
for  his  private  ufe  ;  but  it  was  by  no  means  reafonable^ 
that  he  fliould  be  allowed  to  do  fo  for  others,  contrary  to 
their  inclination.  Others  in  general  were  againft  the  peti- 
tion, merely  becaufe  they  would  not  give  any  opportunity 
of  encreafing  the  civil  diflentions  ;  though  great  part   of 
the  houfe  feemed  to  be  of  opinion,  that  relieif  ought  to  be 
granted  to  the  profeflbrs  of  law  and  phyfic,  as  well  as  to 
the  (Indents  at  thetinie  of  matriculation. 
Biflcntcrs        In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  frequent  mention  was 
^"^1        .    made  of  the  diflcnters,  and  feveral  gentlemen  declared,, 
brought  in.  that  they  would  readily  fupport  ^  bill  far  their  relief  from 
the  heavy  penalties  to  which  they  were  liable  on  account 
of  non-com  for  mity.    This  favourable  difpofition  induced 
the  diflenting  minifters  to  appoint  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  conduft  the  bufinefs,  and  prepare  fuch  a  bill  as 
they  thought  proper  for  their  purpofe.  It  is,  however,  ne- 
ceffary to  take  notice^  that  the  articles  of  the  church  of 
England',  to  which  fubfcription  was  required  from  the 
diffenters,  were  no  other  in  fub fiance  than  wljat  their 
brethren  in  Scotland  fubfcribed  every  day  without  hefita- 
tion.  But  the  fame  difpofition  to  Arianifm,  which  had  ta- 
ken place  among  the  I5nglifh  clergy,  alfo  prevailed  in  a 
great  meafure  among  the  diffenters ;  and  there  is  very  lit- 
tle reafou  to  doubt,  that  if  they  had  been  allowed  the  lati- 
tude they  wifhed  for  in  the  do6brinal  parts  of  religion,  the 
articles  of  difcipline  and  church-order,  to  which  no  fiib- 
fcription  was  required  from  theiii,  would  have  been  very 
little  obftacle.  The  bill  was,  therefore,  vigoroufly  oppofed 
by  the  Englifli  cliergy ;,  as  well  thofe  who  infilled  on  a 
rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  their  church,  as  thofe  who 
paffcd  in     ^'^  ®^^'  Moft  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  however,  decla- 
the  Houfe  red  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  it  was  carried  through  that 
of  com-      houfe  by  a  great  majority  ;  but,  at  the  fecond  reading,  it 
rcjca'cd  in  ^^*  thrown  out  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  there  being  one 
the  Houfe  hundred  and  two  againft,  and  only  twenty-nine  who  fup» 
*^if^^*     ported  the  bill.  Another  bill  to  the  fame  purpofe  wa* 
^lj\^^[  brought  in  ncj^t  feffion,.but  met  with  a  fimilar  fate* 
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The  only  other  bill  of  any  confequence  relative  to  the  CHAP. 
internal  government  of  the  kingdom,  paflTed  this  feflSonpr     VIIIk 
the  next,  was  one  relating  to  an  augmentation  of  the  half-  ^-/'^VXJ 
pay  of  navy  captains.  It  was  oppofecl  by  the  miniiler  up^n      ^773- 
ccconomical  principles,  but  never thelefs  pafled  into  a  lawj       ^  '  '^' 
and,  in  confequence  of  it,  the  half-pay  captains  of  the 
navy  received  two  fhiilings  per  day  in  addition  to  what 
they  had  formerly. 

The  continued  ferment  which  had  (o  long  taken  place 
throughout  ev^ry  part  of  the  Britiih  empire,  had  in  a  great 
meafure  fuppreflcd  all  concern  with  regard  to  the  tranf- 
aSions  of  foreign  courts,  though  it  foon  appeared  that 
the  natural  enemies  of  Britain,  however  they  might  have 
received  a  temporary  humiliation  by  the  event  of  the  war 
of  1755,  ware  now  very  much  inclined  to  abide  the  ifiue 
of  another  conteft.  The  attention  of  the  public  wasfirft 
called  by  the  feizure  of  Falkland's  lilands  by  the  Spa- ^"kUad^ 
niards.  Thefe  were  firft  difcovered  by  Captain  Davies  ifiands. 
in  1592,  but  he  was  too  much  diftrefled  to  make  any  ob-  '^<^9- 
fervations,  nor  did  he  even  give  them  a  name. — ^They 
were  again  difcovered  two  years  after  by  Sir  Richard 
Hawkins,  who  called  them,  from  his  own  name,  arid  in 
honour  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Hawkinses  Maiden  Landj 
but  as  no  fettlement  was  made  on  them  at  that  time,  and 
.C¥en  their  exiftence  not  generally  known,  a  Dutch  navi- 
gator, Sebald  de  Wert,  who  fell  in  with  them  in  1598, 
gave  them  the  name  of  the  &ebaldine  IJlandiy  by  which 
they  were  from  that  time  known  in  the  maps,  until  the 
time  of  king  William,  when  they  were  again  difcovered 
by  one  Strong,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  given  them  the 
name  of  Falkland's  IJlandsy  which  has  fincc  been  generally 
retained,  though  the  French  and  Spaniards  call  them 
MalouineSy  from  fomc  (hips  belonging  to  St.  Maloes  who 
W  touched  ac  them,  and  to  whom  they  wifhed  10  attri- 
bute the  difcovcry. 

But  though  thefe  iflands  continued  for  fo  long  a  time 
to  be  accidentally  vifited  by  {hips  from  different  nations, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Spaniards  had  ever  f^t  up  any 
claim  to  them,  or  even  vifited  them  at  all,  or  given  thtm 
a  name.  Lord  Anfon's  voyage  firft  fhewed  the  great  im- 
I  rtance  of  which  they  might  be  to  Britain  in  time  of 
>  ir,  as  being  a  proper  place  of  refrefliment,  much  near- 
«  ^ape-Horn  than  the  Brazils ;  and  this  was  particularly 
t  n  notice  of  by  the  author  of  Anfon's  voyage,  which 
I  I  drawn  up  under  his  lordfliip's  infpeftion,  may  be 
<  idered  as  containing  his  own  fentiments.  It  does  not, 
5     ever,  appear  that  the  eftablifhment  of  an  Englifli  fet- 
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CHAP,  tlcmcnt.in  thefe  fouthcrnrcgiops  was  at  this  time  a  new 
VIII.    fcheme.     As  early  as  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  ii  had  been 

\,y^y\U  eagerly  entered  into ;  and  that  monarch,  notwithftanding 
11769,  his  vfual  diftreffes  from  profuGon,  fent  out  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough,  at  a  confiderable  expehfe,  with  direftions  to  fur- 
vey  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  and  neighbouring  coafts  of 
Patagonia  ;  commanding  him  at  the  fame  time,  if  poflible, 
to  eftablifti  a  correfpondence  with  the  brave  natives  of 
Chili ;  as  it  was  then,  and  dill  is  a  general  opinion,  that 
their  country  contains  many  very  rich  gold  mines,  which, 
on  account  of  the  rapacity  of  the  Spaniards,  they  kept 
carefully  concealed.  Even  before  this  time,  the  Dutch 
had  made  an  attempt  to  form  a  fettlement  on  the  coaft  of 
Chili,  and  for  that  purpofc  fent  out  a  confiderable  fleet 
and  body  of  land  forces ;  and  though  they  failed  in  their 
purpofe  at  the  time  it  was  attempted,  from  want  of  pro- 
per information,  they  had  fully  determined  to  renew  and 
profecute  the  fcheme  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportunity 
fhould  offer.  The  Idfs  of  the  Brazils  occafioned  a  fecond 
difappointment ;  but  from  this  projeft  of  the  Dutch,  it  is 
moft  probable  that  Charles  II.  borrowed  his  fcheme,  of 
which  he  was  fo  fond,  that  when  he  heard  of  Sir  John 
3Narborough-s  return,  it  is  faid,  that^he  had  not  patience 
to  wait  for  his  coming  to  court,  but  went  in  his  barge  to 
meethim  at  Gravefend- 

Lord  Anfon  had  no  fooner  begun  to  prefide  at  the 
board  of  admiralty,  than  preparations  were  made  for  the 
execution  of  the  fcheme  he  had  laid ;  but  thefe  were  fo 
difagreeable  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  fuch  reprefenta- 
tions  were  made  againft  it,  that  it  was  thought  proper  at 
that  time  to  drop  it,  though  it  was  revived,  fpon  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  in  176^,  by  lord  Egmont,  who  at 
that  timeprefided  in  the  admiralty.  In  the  year  1764, 
therefore,  commodore  Byron  was  fent  out  in  order  to 
xnake  the  neceflary  difcoveries  ;  which  having  accompli £h- 
ed,he  took  poffeffion  of  Falkland's  Iflands  in  the  name  of 
his  Britannic  majcfty.  About  the  fame  time,  a  fettle- 
ment ^as  formed,  and  a  fmall  fort  built  on  one  of  thofe 
iflands  by  the  French,  under  ,M.  Bcugainvillw.  The  ad- 
vantages propofed  both  by  the  French  and  Englifh  from 
the  poflTeflion  of  thefe  iflands  were,  that  it  would  be  .the 
paeans  of  opening  a  tra*de  with  the  Portugueze,  Spaniards, 
jmd  Patagonians.  It  was  thought  that  it  might  be  an 
iifeful  fl:ation,  and  not  very  much  out  of  the  way  for  the 
JFrench  Eaft  India  fliips.  Hopes  of  the  gold  mines  of 
Chili  alfo  were  not  entirely  loft  ;  but  it  was  infifted,  that, 
ip4ependeji,t  of  thefe,  the  moft  advantageous  fiftery  itir 
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the  world  might  be  eftabliftied  in  that  quarter,  a»  the  CHAP, 
whales  in  the  high  fouthern  latitudes  arc  faid  by  naviga-     VIII. 
tors  to  be  more  numerous  than  thofe  irt  thc'  Greenland  L/WJ 
coafts,  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to  one,  ^^^* 

For  fomc  time  the  French  were  very  fond  of  their  new 
fcttlement.  The  colony  were  furniflied  in  abundance 
with  many  of  the  eflcntial  heccffaries  of  life,  by  the  great 
quantities  of  fifh,  fowlj  and  amphibious  animals,  mec  with 
on  the  coafts  ;  but  as  the  fcheme  had  been  undertaken 
at  the  expenfe  of  private  adventurers,  lomething  <?U'e  was 
neceffary  befides  the  mere  welfare  of  the  coloniits.  Great 
cxpeftations  had  been  formed  of  difcoveriea  to  be  made 
intheTacific  Ocean  5  but  thefe  did  not  tarn  out  accord- 
ing to  expeftation.  The  Spaniards  a'fo  manifefted  an 
extreme  jealoufy  of  any  fettlements  being  made  in  that 
part  of  the  world  by  other  nations  than^themfelves  ;  from 
which  lad  motive  M.  Bougainville,  having  probably  re- 
ceived a  compenfation  for  the  expenfes  he  had  been  at, 
reGgned  the  fettlement  into  the  hands  of  a  Spanifli  go- 
vernor from  Buenos  Ayres ;  by  whom  the  name  of  the 
Port  wag  changed  from  Port  Louis  to  that  of  Port  Solidad. 

With  refpedl  to  the  climate  and  foil  of  thefe  Iflands^ 
there  have  been  a  variety  of  accounts.     They  abound  in 
a  kind  of  lC»ng  reeds,  which,  being  miftaken  for  trees  at  a 
diftance,  have  given  occafion  to  fome  navigators  to  repre- 
fent  them  as  overgrown  with  woods  ;  while  others,  witl\ 
much  more  probability,  have  aflerted,  that  no  wood  was 
to  be  met  with  upon  them.     They  are  fituated  in  the  la- 
titude of  51.  30.  S.  about  I  oa  leagues  on  this  fide  of  the 
Straits  of  Magellan,  and  confiit  of  two  large  iflands,  and 
a  number  of  fmallones;  the.former  being  divided  by  a  found 
of  confiderable  length,  and  the  land  interfe^led  with  nu-  ' 
merous  bays,  fome  of  which  run  very  deep  into  the  coun- 
try, and  which,  as  well  as  the  found,  contain  many  fmall 
iflands.     According  to  commodore  Byron's  account,  the 
large  iflands  are  600  or  700  miles  in  circumference  ;  their, 
foil  good,  with  plenty  of  iron  ore,  and  figns  of  other  mine- 
nls;  wild  fowl  in  the  greateft  abundance,  and  fuch  num- 
bers of  geeft,  that  about  100  a-day  were  killed  for  the  ufc. 
of  the  Clips,  merely  by  throwing  ftoncs  at  them.     The 
French  likcwife  rcprefented  the  numbers  of  penguins  and 
wild-fowl  as  altogether  incredible,  and  that  they  found  the 
f«a-liohs  and  fea-wolves  very  numerous,  which  were  valu- 
at'",  as  well  on  account  of  their  Ikins,  as  the  great  quantity 
ol    il  to  be  procured  from  them,  being  not  lets  than  four 
h<    heads  from  each  fea-lion.     There  was  faid  alfo  to  be 
f]    ^y  of  turf  for  firing ;  an  article  of  great  confequcnce  in 
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CHAP,  thefe  high  latitudes,  and.  In  a  place  where  no  wood  had 
VIII.     been  difcovered.     Thefe  iflands  bore  no  marks  of  having 
^{y^VSJ  ever  been  inhabited,  nor  was  any  quadruped  to  be  found 
^7^9'      upon  them,  excepting  an  animal  feemingly  between  the 
wolf  and  fox  kind. 
Th  E  ^^  ^^^  "^'  certainly  informed,  whether  the  court  of 

liflu'ett&s  Engl'^nd  was  ever  made  acquainted  with  the  ceffion  of  the 
^ifpoflefTed  French  fettlemerit  to  theSpaniards  5or,indeed,that  the  one 
hy  the  Spa-  fettlement  knew  of  the  other.  The  Britiih  (ettlement  cal- 
led  Port  Egmont  was  fituated  on  a  fmall  ifland  on  the  wef- 
tern  fide  of  one  of  the  principal  iflands ;  and  Port  Solidad, 
the  Spanifli  one,  at  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  other.    In  the 
year  1 769,  however,  an  Engliih  frigate,  happening  to  fail 
m  with  a  Spanilh  fchooncr  taking  a  furvey  of  the  iflands, 
warned  the  captain  to  depart  from  that  coaft,  as  belong- 
ing to  his  Britannic  majefty.   The  fchooner  departed  for 
that  time,  but  returned  two  days  after,  with  letters  from 
the  Spanilh  governor,  in  which  he  afFefted  not  to  believe 
the  account  given  him  by  the  captain  of  the  fchooner,  ac- 
quninting  captain  Hunt,  the  con^mander  of  the  frigate, 
»  that  if  he  had  been  forced  into  tliofe  feas  by  chance  or  dif- 

trefs  of  weather,  he  was  ready  to  give  him  all  the  aflSf- 
tance  he  could;  but,  if  othetwife,  advifed  him  inftaiitly 
to  depart,  as  his  prefence  would  be  accounted  a  violation" 
of  the  treaty,  and  an  infult  to  the  Spanifli  flag.  Captain 
Hunt  replied  in  a  fimilar  ftrain,  and  fome  altercation  took 
place  5  about  two  months  after  which,  two  Spanifh  fri- 
gates, of  con fider able  force,  with  troops  on  board,  came 
to  Port  Egmont,  under  pretence  of  wanting  water.  Their 
commanders  affefted  great  furprife  on  perceiving  the 
Englifh  flag  flying,  and  a  fettlement  formed  on  the  ifland  ; 
but  informed  captain  Hunt,  that  they  would  proceed  no 
further  jn  the  affair  than  protefl:ing  againft  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Engliih,  until  they  had  made  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  acquainted  with  the  whole  tranfaftions.  The  frigates 
continued  eight  days  at  Port  Egmont,  during  wl^ich  time 
they  were  fupplied  with  water,  and  then  fet  fail  without 
committing  any  afts  of  hoftility.  Captain  Hunt,  however, 
juftly  fuppofing  that  fomething  hoftile  was  intended, 
made  what  hafte  he  could  to  England,  where  having  ar- 
rived, June  3,  1770,  he  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  admiralty 
with  information  of  what  had  happened.  The  whole  force 
left  to  defend  the  ftttlement  on  Falkland's  Iflands,  con- 
fifted  of  the  Favourite  and  Swift  floops  of  war,  carrying 
fixteen  guns  each  %  but  the  latter  was  unfortunately  loft 
in  the  fl:raits  of  Magellan. '  The  crew  got  fafe  to  land, 
excepting  three,  who  perifhcd  in  the  ocean  \  but  as  thofa 
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tvho  were  faved  from  the  fea  could  have  had  no  profpeflCH  AP« 
of  preferving  their  lives  on  that  inhofpitable  coaft,  fome     VIIL 
of  the  boldeft  undertook  a  voyage  to  Port  Egmont  in  their  C/VNJ! 
cutter,  in  order  to  give  notice  of  the  misfortune  that  had     *76^ 
happened.  This  they  happily  accompli (hed  in  three  weeks, 
through  the  moft  boifterous  and  ftormy  fea  in  the  world  i 
after  which,  they  brought  the  Favourite  floop  to  the  ajt 
fillance  of  thei-r  companions. 

The  very  day  after  captain  Hunt  arrived  in  England,  a 
Spanifli  frigate  arrived  at  Port  Egmont,  forced  in,  as  her 
people  gave  out,  by  want  of  water  ;  having  been  out  fif- 
ty-three days  on  her  voyage  from'  Buenos  Ayres.  Four 
others  quickly  followed,  carrying  134  pieces  of  cannon, 
with  between  1600  and  1700  men  on  board,  together 
iRjith  all  the  neceflaries  for  inveiling  a  ftrong  fortification, 
had  it  cxifted  in  that  part  of  the  world.  At  Port  Egmont, 
however,  there  was  nothing  to  refift  them  except  a  woodea 
blockrhoufe,  without  a  fingle  port-hole  ;  only  four  pieces 
of  cannon  to  defend  it,  and  thefe  funk  in  the  mud  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be  totally  ufelefs*  Though  there  was  na 
hope  of  refifting  fuch  a  force  as  now  appeared,  the  Bri- 
tifh  officers  refolved  not.to  yield  up-  the  place  without  the 
aftual  commencement  of  hoftilities  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  which  would  of  neceflity  produce  an^explana- 
tion  of  the  affair  betwixt  the  two  courts,,  and  could  neither 
be  denied,  nor  have  any  evafive  conftru£lion  put  upon  it 
fey  the  Spaniards*  They  refufed,, therefore,  to  furrendcr  to 
a  pompous  and  threatening  fummons  fent  them  by  the 
Spanifh  commander  in  chief,  in  which  only  fifteen  mi*- 
nutes  were  allowed  for  confideration.  However,,  as  there 
was  an  evident  impoffibility  of  making,  any  effedlual  de- 
fence againft  the  force  brought  againft  them  by  the  Spa- 
-niards,  they  thought  proper  to  capitulate  after  a  few  Ihot 
had  been  fired  on  both  fides,  by  which  the  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities  on  the  part  of  Spain  was  fully  afcer- 
.  tained.  The  Englifh  troops  were  permitted  to  carry  away 
•  as  many  of  the  ftores  as  they  could  in  the  Favourite  floop  ^ 
the  remainder  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  governor  o£ 
Solidad,  who  was  to  be  refponfible  for  them.  During  the 
remaining  time  of  their  itay  on  the  ifland,.  the  Englifh: 
flag  was  to  fly  on  ihore  and  on  the  floop  ;  but  they  were  _ 
to  exercife  no  jurifdiftion,  except  with  refpeft  to  their 
own  people ;.  and  the  Spanifh  commander  was  to  have 
notice  of  the  time  they  intended  to  depart,  when  thejc 
might  march  out  under. arms.  The  time  of  their  flay  was 
liraited  to  the  arrival  of  the  governor  of  Solidad,  to  take 
aa  ittventory  of  their  flores  y  and  until  he-  fhoirid  arrive 
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CHAP,  for  this  purpofc,  the  rudder  of  the  floop  was  taken  z^zf* 
VIII.     After  being  detained  in  this  manner  for  thirty- four  days^ 
^  ■^-■i-^  ihe  was  at  laft  permitted  to  fet  fail,  with  all  the  people  on 
1769^     board,  and  arrived  at  Portfmouth  on  the  iad  of  Septem- 
ber, 1770. 

•    The  account  of  thcfe  tranfaftions  added  filel  to  the 
ta^ry  dc-^^"  Same  which  already  raged  in  England.  The  iiiiniftry  were 
bates  on  the  now  reprobated  on  account  of  their  remiflhcfs  in  making 
feizurc  of    preparations,  when  the  French  and  Spaniards  had  been  (a 
ifTantf^  ^   aftive  as  already  to  be  in  a  capacity  of  declaring  wai* 
iiov.  22,     agj^inft  Britain  ;  for  the  affair  of  Falkland's  Iflands  wa^ 
1770.      confidered  as  nothing  lefs  than  a  declaration  of  war  by 
both  nations.  Motions  were  made  in  both  houfes  to  dddrefs 
for  all  the  paper^  received  by  miniftry  or  the  admiralty, 
relative  to  hoftilities  intended  or  aftually  committed  by 
Spain,  from  the  1 2th  of  September,   1 769,  to   the  fame 
tim6  of  1770.  This,  however,  was  avoided  by  the  minif- 
try with  all  the  art  they  were  capable  of.  The  debates  on 
this  fubjeft  were  long  and  violent ;  but  the   irrefiftaWe 
fower  of  ad miniftration  rendered  all  oppofition  fruitlefs* 
The  motion  was  rejefted  in  the  houfe  of  lords  by  a  ma- 
jority of  three  to  one ;  but  in  the  houfe  of  commons  it 
was  fupported  by  loi  members,  which  was  looked  upon 
as  a  confiderablc  acceflion  of  ftrength  to  the  minprity. 

Another  motion  was  quickly  after  made  in  the  houfe 
of  iQrds,  for  an  addrefs  to  quicken  the  preparations  fot 
Violent  up-  war,  or  at  leaft  for  putting  Gibraltar  and  our  Weft-India 
^^^7"  f^^  pofTeffions  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence ;  but  before  the 
lord's  duke,  who  moved  it,   had  got  through  his  introduftory 

jQcc.  10,  fpeech,  he  was  interrupted  by  a  call  to  clear  the  houfe* 
1 770.  This-produced  a  debate,  whether  it  was  proper  that  the 
houfe  (hould  be  cleared  at  this  time  or  not.  By  adminif* 
tration  it  was  faid,  that  when  motions  were  brought  in  by 
furprife,  fo  that  there  was  no  previous  notice  of  what 
they  might  contain,  many  things  might  come  out  which 
ought  not  to  be  divulged ;  the  weaknefs  of  the  nation 
might  be  expofed,  and  the  enemy  might  have  emiffaries 
in  die  houfe  to  take  notes  of  what  pafled.  On  the  other 
fide  it  was  argued,  that  though  any  lord  had  a-  right  to 
clear  the  houfe  when  he  pleafed,  the  exertion  of  that  right 
on  this  particular  occafion  would  alarm  the  people  ;  and 
it  was  infidious,  as' well  as  irregular,  to  interrupt  the  lord 
who  had  been  fpeaking  on  a  (ubje£l  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance, under  pretence  of  clearing  the  houfe* 

To  thefe  arguments  no  other  reply  was  made  but  a 
moft  violent  clamour  of  "  clear  the  houfe  t"  To  the  dif- 
graceof  theBritifh  fenate,  the  houfe  of  lord^  became  a 
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fcciic  of  uproa?  and  confufion,  fo  that  no  perfon  whatever  C  H  A  P!  - 
could  be  heard.    A  patriotic  carl,  after  feveral  unfuccef^-    VIII. 
ful  attempts  to  be  heard^  declared,  that  if  he  was  to  be  <—  -y  *^ 
denied  the  privilege  of  a  lord  of  parliament|  it  was  need-      *77<5* 
Icfe  to  attend  there.    Accordingly  he  inftaiitljr  departed, 
with  about  eighteen  others;    They  were  no  Iboner  gone^ 
than  a  great  number  of  members  from  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons were  ordered  to  withdraw.  Several  lords  Jierfonally^ 
interfered,  and  conimunicatcd  thefe  orders  to  therm^  which 
was  afterwards  highly  refented  by  the  lower  houfe.  Some 
of  the  commons  rcmonftrated,  that  they  were  attending 
widi  a  bill,  and  in  in  a£J:  of  duty  ;  but  all  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  5  they  were  obliged  to  withdraw,  and  wait  till  their 
meffage  was  delivered.   Nay^  as  foon  as  they  had  gone 
through  the  neceffary  forms  on  this  occafion,  the  outcry 
began  again,  and  they  were,  in  fa£t,  turned  out  without 
waiting  to  know  whether  they  would  have  gone  away  of 
their  owii  accord  or  noti 

The  commons  returned  to  their  own  houfe,  highly  in-  Anottct 
tenfcdat  the  indignity  which  had  been  offered  them,  aiid  V^  '^^  -. 
ijuickly  communicated  their  ill-humour  to  all  the  reft. —  commorii. 
Their  firft  vengeance  fell  lipori  thofe  unfortunate  psers 
who  had  oppofed  the  tumult  in  their  o\^  n  houfe,  and  wer<i 
now  liftcning  to  a  debate  of  the  commotis.  Thefe  were 
tunied  out  itidifctiniinately  with  the  reft ;  after  which  it 
was  woved,  that  a  committee  fhould  be  appointed  to  exa>- 
mine  into  the  lords  journalsj  and  to  make  a  full  inquiry 
Into  the  matter.  Thisj  ho\VevQr,  was  rcjedled^  as  it  did  not 
appeat  that  the  comfcioris  had  any  right  to  refent  the  in- 
Jury  otherwife  than  by  retaliation^  which  they  had  al- 
ready put  in  execution  ;  and  feveral  motions,  afterwards 
made,  which  woUld  haVe  tended  to  widen  the  breach  be- 
tween the  two  houfes,  we*  e  alfo  rejected.  A  proteftj  how- 
ever, was  eritered  into  by  fix  teen  of  the  lords,  who  had  left 
the  upper  houfe  th^  day  before,  in  which  they  reprefented 
the  tUrttuIt  and  uproar  as  rhanifeftly  premeditated,  and 
jmrt  of  a  plan  to  prevent  ariy  inquiry  into  the  ncglefts  of 
the  minirtry.  Mo  othei*  confcquence  afterwards  enfued 
than  ari  order  to  keep  the  doors  of  the  houfe  of  lords  clofe 
Ihut,  and  that  no  perfons  (hoiild,  for  the^ future,  be  ad-  • 
mltted,  excepting  fuch  members  of  the  commons  as  atten- 
ded with  bills,  and  they  alfo  to  depart  as  foon  as  their  bu- 
finefs  was  done.  The  mifunderftanding^  continued  during 
the  whole  of  the  feffion,  and  both  houfcs  took  opportu- 
nities of  manifefting  their  contempt  of  each  other. 

This  fcene  of  uproar  did  not  produce  any  favourable 
change  in  the  popular  opinion,  with  regawl  to  the  miaif- 

VoL.  V.  R 
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CH  A  P.  try ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  looked  upon,  by  the  genera-* 
VIII.    lity,  to  have  been  a  mhiifterial  fcheme  to  fruftrate  any  in- 
{^^'Y\J  quiries  into  their  own  frarifaftions.   They  retrieved  their 
1770.     charafter,  however,  in  fome  meafure,.by  their  a£livity,  in 
^^soc^jj"     making  preparations  for  war,  and  their  filence  with  regard 
ihc'^court     ^^  the  pacific  intentions  of  Spain.  Indeed^  the  condu^  oi 
of  Spain,     that  court  had  been  fuch,  as  left  v«ry  little  room  for  any 
declaration  of  its  friendly  difpofition^  Twelve  days  )xSox/s^ 
the  arrival  of  the  Favourite  floop,   a  letter  had  been  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Harris,  the  BritiQi  minifter  at  Madrid,, 
with  information,  that  a   (hip  had  arrived  from  Bcunos 
Ayres>  giving  a  particular  account  of  the  intended  expe* 
dition  againft  Port  Egmont ;  and  about  the  iame  time 
Prince  Maferano,  the  Spaniih  ambafiador  at  London,  ac- 
quainted lord  Weymouth,,  that  he  had  reafon  to  believe 
the  Spanifli  governor  had  made  ufe  of  force  in'  difpoffef- 
(ing  the  Britifli  fcttlers  at  Port  Egmont ;  but  whatever 
might  have  been  the  cafe  in  that  quarter,  he  wiflied  that 
no  interruption  might  be  thereby  occafioned  in  the  friend- 
ihip  fubfifting  betM'een  the  courts  of  London  and  Madrid*. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  a  difavowal  of  the  proceedings  of  M^ 
Buccarelli,  governor  of  Beunos  A^res^was  required,  and 
notice  fent  to  Mr.  Harris  to  confer  with  M.  de  Grimaldi,» 
the  Spanifli  minifter  of  ftate,  on  the  fubjeft.  Thefe  nego- 
ciations  produced  at  laft  a  favourable  anfwer  from  thc^ 
court  of  Spain,  which  was  announced  to  the  publicj^  and 
was  the  laft  tranfaftion  with  regard  to  Falkland's  Iflands^. 
which  adminiftration  thought  proper  to  publifti.  All  that 
yj^c  are  further  acquainted  with,  is,  that  the  negociation. 
was  at  firft  broken  oflF,  and  afterwards  fecretly  renewed* 
Falkland's  Iflands  were  apparently  given  up  by  the  court 
of  Spain, .  repoflefled,  and  afterwards  evacuated  by  the 
Britifti  i  the  advantages  fuppofed  to  be  derivable  from  a. 
fettlement  there,  vaniihed  in  a  moment ;  the  climate  wag. 
reprefented  as  altogether  intolerable  ^  the  whole  country 
as  a  confufed  mafs  o^  iflands  and  broken  rocks  ;^the  foil 
barren  and  boggy,  with  horrid  craggy  mountains,  beat 
with  perpetual  ftorms  ;  the  feeds  which  had  been  brought 
from  Europe  fprung  up,  indeed,  but  never  arrived  at  any 
perfeflion,  not  even  the  fir  tree  being  capable  of  bearing 
the  rigour  of  this  inhofpitable  climate.  On  the  other  hand^ 
the  accounts  of  the  French  were  much  more  favourable, 
exceeding  even  thofe  given  by  commodore  Byron.    They 
owned,  indeed,  thaft  the  corn  they  fowed  had  never  come 
to  maturity,  but  this  they  attributed  to  want  of  proper 
culture.  From  the  accounts  of  later  navigators,  particu- 
larly of  the  ingenioug  Mr^Fofter^  who  (ailed  with  captaia 
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Cool,  It  appears,  that  in  high  fouthern  latitudes,*  there  Is  C  H  AP. 
no  proper  diilinftion  of  feafons  ;  winter  prevails  even  in     VIII. 
the  middle  of  fummcr ;  and  though,  at  fome  feafons  of  v-i-^y-*^ 
the  year,  the  weather  may  prove  moderafte,  or  even  agree-      *77o« 
able,  fo  that  to  fuch  as  vifited  the  Iflands  at  that  time 
there  might  be  a  'flattering  appearance  of  fpring,  there  is 
very  little  probability  of  the  heat  encreafing  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, as  to  bring  any  European  fruits  or  grains  to  perfec- 
tion. 

It  is  unn^ceflary  to  take  up  the  attention  of  the  reader 
with  an  account  of  the  debates  confequent  on  the  accep- 
tance of  the  Spani{h  convention  with  regard  to  Falkland's 
Iflands.  It  is  certain^  that  the  pufillanimous  behaviour  of 
the  miniftry  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  public  : 
they  were  confidered  as  betrayers  of  the  national  honour 
and  intereft,  rfegardlefs  of  every  thing  but  the  oppreffion 
of  the  people,  and  .depriving  them  of  their  juft  and  lawful 
privileges.  The  kingdom  was  imagined  to  fwarm  with 
Ipies ;  and  a  fire  which  happened  in  the  dockryard  at  J^  ^h 
Portfmouth  confirmed  the  fufpicion.  This  fire  was  fiip- 
pofed  to  have  deftroyed  naval  (lores  to  the  value  of 
500,oooi.  though  more  moderate  accounts  re^ttcid  if  to 

IJOjOOol. 

The  only  other  affair  of  a  public  nature  which  merited  ^^^^^\^\f^^ 
the  attention  of  parliament,  was  the  fettlement  of  the  againft  St. 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent's,  in  the  Weft-Indies.  This  ifland  Vinccpt'i, 
had  been  ceded  to  Britain  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  Its  ori- 
ginal inhabitants  were  called  Caribs,  and  were  of  two  dif- 
ferent colours,  black  and  yellow.  The  latter  were  the  ori- 
ginal pofieflbrs  ;  the  blacks  were  originally  a  crew  of  flaves 
brought  from  Guinea  by  an  Englifli  (hip,  bound  to  Bar*- 
badoes,  which  happened  to  be  wrecked  on  this  coaft.  The 
blacks  having  efcaped,  and  having  among  them  womea 
of  their  own  country,  formed  a  colony  by  themfelves, 
with  little  intermixture  of  the  yellow  Caribs,  whom  they, 
by  degrees,  had  almoft  worn  out  \  while  they  themfelves, 
by  continual  acceffionof  their  runaway  countrymen  fronn 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  were  become  very  numerous  and 
ftrong.  Both  thefe  colonies  lived  in  the  manner  ufual  witU 
favage  nations,  viz.  by  hunting  and.fi (hing,  without  agri- 
culture or  any  of  the  arts  of  civilization.  The  French, 
though  they  made  a  fettlement  on  St.  Vincent's,  always 
acknowledged  the  independency  of  thefe  people,  who, 
apon  the  eftablifliment  *o\  the  former,  had  removed  to 
another  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  when  the  country  was  at 
Jaft  ceded  to  Britain,  they  ftill  continued  to  aflTert  their  U- 
bprt^  and  that  they  were  independent  both  of  the  king 
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(C  H  AP.  of  France  and  Britain.  T%e  fertility  of  that  part  of  tfa0 
VIII.     iiland,  to  which  they  had  removed,  having  tempted  th« 

tr^v — -^  avarice  of  the  Briti(h  planters,,  fchemes  were  formed  for 
1 7^^'  the  total  extermination  of  thefe  innocent  people,  or  their 
removal  to  Africa,  or  fom^  defert  ifland  on  the  African 
coaft.  Every  method,  therefore,  was  taken  to  provoke 
them  t<^  hoflilities,  and  the  moft  violent  complaints  were 
fent  home,  though  it  appeared  that  there  was  not  the  leafl; 
ADriliS.  fo'undation  for  them.  They  prevailed  fo  far,  however, 
that  a  confiderable  force  was  fent  thither  on  purpofe  to  re^ 
ducethem,  and  the  fcheme  of  tranfplantation  feemed  to 
be  feriouily  adopted,  though  the  place  of  deftination  wa^ 
never  determined.  The  Caribs  defended  themfeives  vigo- 
roufly,  and  withfo  much  efFecl,  that  in  two  months  time 
the  Britifti  troqps  had  been  able  to  penetrate  no  farther 
into  their  country  than  four  miles.  The  expedition  alfq 
appeared  exceedingly  unjuft,  as  well  as  cruel  to  the  offi- 
cers employed  in  carrying  it  on.  The  caufe  of  the  Caribs 
was  taken  up  by  oppofition  ;  but  while  both  parties  were 
preparing  for  the  ufual  fury  of  debate,  intelligence  arrived 
of  the  fubmifTion  of  the  Caribs,  they  having  owned  the  fo- 
vercignty  of  the  king  of  Britain,  and  ceded  a  large  traft 
of  country,  which  promifed  to  be  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance to  the  intercfts  of  this  ifland. 


I    ni  -i 
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Bifmtenh  of  the  Amirlcam A6ls  of  Parliament  refpeS^ 

ing  them All  duties,  except  that  on  tea,  taken  off" • 

Tumult  at  Bofton A  fch$oner  burnt  at  Rhodt'IJland 

' Governor  Hutchinfon*s  letterS'-'-^^Tea  dejlroyed  at 

Bofion rBoJlon   Port-bill Maffachujetis   Bay    bill 

Bill  for  the  adminijlr.ation  ofjujlice ^ebecBiU 

.Duel Chifjujlice  Oliver. 

EE  have  thus  fcen  the  iflue  of  the  conteft  l^etwixt  j^  jj  ^p^ 
the  Britifli  miniftry  and  the  people,  in  *cvery  ar-      j^;^ 
which  the  former  had  proved  viftorious,  while  (xvNJ 
the  latter  had  only  rendered  themfelves  contemptible  by      1^5^, 
their  unavailing  clamours.    The  Eaftr India  company  had  Affain  ig 
tamely  refigned  their  title  to  their  pofTeffions  in  the  eaft  5  Jjj^^^^^ 
but  with  the  American  colonifts  it  was  far  otherwife : 
Whatever  they  looked  upon  to  be  their  right,  they  con- 
tended for  with  the  utmoft  violence ;  and  from  the  very 
beginning  feemed  determined  to  come  to  the  laft  extremi- 
ties, rather  than  yield  up  the  lead  article  to  which  they 
imagined  themfelves  intitled.  We  have  already  related  the 
diforders  and  tumults  confequent  upon  the  pafling  of  the 
ftarap-a6t,  which  were  renewed,  after  its  repeal,  by  the 
laying  on  of  duties  upon  glafs,  tea,  painters'-colours,  &c. 
To  their  non-importation  agreements  with  refpeft  to  tea, 
the  diftrefs  of  the  India  company  had  been,  in  a  great 
meafure,  attributed,  and  indeed,  apparently  with  juflice, 
ifthc  reprefentation  made  at  that  time  was  founded  in 
truth,  viz.  that  the  colonies  had  ufually  taken  that  com- 
modity from  the   company  to  the  amount  of  no  lefs  than 
fcojoool.  annually  ;  and  this  confideration,  in  all  proba- 
bility, along  with  the  apparent  refolution  of  the  colonifts 
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C  H  AP.  to  come  to  the  word  extremities  rather  than  fubmit,  pro- 
IX.  bably  at  laft  produced  the  repeal  of  fome  of  thefe  obnox- 
V-  y-  f  ious  afts.  This  repeal,  however,  was  not  obtained  until 
1769-  every  method  confident  with  peace  had  been  firft  tried. 
vl^hiou  ^"  ^^  month  of  January,  17695  a  petition  againft  the  re- 
againftthe  venuc-afts  was  prefented  to  parliament  by  tl^  majority  of 
revenue  the  council  of  Maflachufctts  Bay,  and  figned  by  Mr.  Dan- 
^^*'  forth  as  prefident ;  but,  as  it  appeared  that  this  was  not 

done  in  a  legal  aflembly  of  the  council,  the  petition  wasre- 
fufed  under  that  title,  and  accepted  only  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Danf^th,  and  the  individuals  who  had  figned  along  with 
him.  The  petition  infifted  upon  the  violation  of  the  char- 
ter immunities  and  privileges  of  the  colonies,  and  the  ge- 
neral rights  of  the  colonifts  as  Englifh  fubjefts,  for  which 
a  fecurity  in  time  to  come  was  requefted  :  It  was  regret- 
ted, that  the  diflblution  of  the  general  aflembly  had  ren- 
dered it  impoflible  for  the  whole  colony  to  petition :  The 
difficulties  and  hardfhips  pf  the  firft  fettlers  in  America, 
were  painted  in  the  mpft  lively  colours  5  and  it  was  infer- 
red, that  they  not  only  had  dearly  purchafed  their  fettle- 
ments,  but  had  accjuired  an  additional  title  to  the  charter- 
privileges  they  enjoyed.  The  great  fervices  of  the  colonifts, 
\  on  many  occafions,  were  alfo  fet  forth  j  the  old  ones  had 

been  eftabliflted  without  any  expenfe  to  the  mother-coun- 
try 5  they  bore  a  great  (hare  of  the  ta:ces  of  the  country^ 
virtually,  though  they  were  altogether  unable  to  pay  heavy 
duties,  the  impofitipn  of  which  was  not  only  extremely 
prejudicial  to  them,  but  alfo  to  the  mother-country ;  for 
which  reafon  a  repeal  of  them  was  folicited. 
^ .    .  This  petition,  though  delivered    in   very  reljpedlful 

ofpaiha-    terms,  and  without  exprefsly  denying  the  right  of  tax- 
ineut  ation,  met  with  no  favourable  reception.  Relblutions  on 

Am "-^^^^  the  American  affairs  of iginating  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
were  tranfmitted  to  the  commons,  by  which  the  late 
tranfaclions  in  MalTachufetts  Bay,  calling  in  queftion  the 
power  of  the  Britifh  legiflature  to  bind  the  colonics  in  all 
cafes,  were  declared  to  be  illegal,  unconftitutional,  dero- 
gatory to  the  rights  of  the  crow^n  and  parliament  of 
Great-Britain  ;  the  circular  letters  wrote  by  that  colony 
to  the  reft,  were  declared  to  be  proceedings  of  the  moft 
unwarrantable  and  flagitious  nature,  calculated  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people,  and  create  illegal  combinations 
to  the  I  prejudice  of  Great-Britain.  The  town  of  Bofton 
was  declared  to  have  been  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  difor?- 
dcr,  riot  and  confufion  ;  the  officers  of  revenue  prevented 
by  violence  from  the  difch?Tge  of  their  duty  ;  the  riots  had 
not  been  rellraincd  either  by  the  council  of  the  provincf 
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or  diemag^ftrates  of  the  town,  fo  diat  it  was  now  become  CHAP* 
impof&ble  to  preferve  the  public  peace,  or  enforce  the  ex-      IX. 
cctttion  of  the  laws  without  the  aid  of  a  military-power  ;  u.— y—  ■■< 
the  town-meetings  of  Bofton,  and  particularly  the  con-      '7^9' 
vcQtion,  were  determined  to  be  in  the  higheft  degree  ille- 
gal ^  and  the  ele&ion  of  deputies  for  the  convention  by 
bphe  feveral  towns  of  MaiTa^hufects  Bay,  was  faid  to  be 
a  mdflr  daring  infult  on  his  ma  jelly's  authority,  and. an  au* 
daciotts  ufurpation  of  the  powers  of  government.    The 
addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  his  majefty's  fpeech,  was  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  A  moft  determined  refolution  was  therein  an- 
nounced, to  concur  in  proper  meafures  for  fupprefling  the 
diforders ;  and  it  was  particularly  requefted,  that  governor 
Birnard  might  be  directed  to  fend  information  of  fuch  as 
bd  committed  treafon  or  mifprifion  of  treafon  (ince  the 
year  1767,  in  order  that  the  mod  a£i;ive  offenders  might 
be  tried  in  England^on  a  ftatutc  for  that  purpofe  of  30 
Henry  VIIL 

Thefe  meafures  were  not  adopted  without  a  moft  vio-  Parliamei*- 
lent  oppofuion.  The  right  of  taxation  had  been  debated  ^^^J^^' 
in  the  affair  of  the  (lamp-aft ;  but  the  oppofuion  now 
afumed  a  new  ground.  They  argued  againft  the  utility^ 
of  the  late  revenue-laws.  I'he  miniftry,  they  faid,  did 
nmeven  pretend  that  they  were  of  any  ufe ;  the  only  oc- 
cafion  for  them  was  laid  to  be  the  eilabliihment  of  the 
right  of  taxation ;  but  this  was  already  fufficiently  done 
by  the  declaratory  bill,  as  well  as  a  nmltitude  of  revenue- 
laws  enafted  in  this  and  the  former  reigns.  The  abfurdity 
of  repealing  the  (tamp*a£t,  and  then  laying  on  other  duties 
niore  vexatious  in  tlieir  nature  than  the  ilamp-a£jb  had 
been,  in  order  to  difturb  the  tranquillity  yet  fcarcely 
cftabllflied,  was  reprobated  in  the  flrongeft  manner  j  that 
the  impofiiion  of  taxes  upon  Britifli  goods  imported  into 
America,  was  in  fa£k  to  offer  premiums  in  order  to  excite 
4e  indullry  of  the  colonifts.  •  The  endeavour  of  the  mi- 
niftry had  conftantly  been  to  reprefent  the  colonifts  as  in 
a  date  of  adual  rebellion,  or  very  little  lefs ;  but  this  was  far 
,  from  being  the  cafe.  The  people  were  indeed  cxafperated, 
ky  a  continued  feries  of  miniftcrial  blunders,  to  difcover 
their  impatience  by  feveral  rafh  and  very  irregular  ads  ^ 
but  they  had  no  intention  of  throwing  off^  the  authority  o£ 
the  mother-country.  It  was  at  all  times  dangerous  to  med- 
dle with  popular  prejudices  ;  but,  inftead  of  yiekling  any 
uiingtothofe  of  the  colonifts,  every  method  had  been 
^cn  to  inflame  them  to  the  utmoft.  Cuftom-houfe  officers,, 
from  their  novelty,  were  difagreeable  to  the  Americans  ^ 
yet  fo  many  of  tnem  had  been  feat  over  to  the  colomes. 
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CHAP.  Aat  it  ^hftd  fcteated  an  opinibn  of  Afe  taxes  befeg  laid  ori 
IX.      merely  to  ^eir  fate;    The  tety  framers  of  the  tidw  taxfeaf 

U^^yp^  -/  were  charged  With  being  thofc  who  abfolntely  denied  stny 
^7^9*  right  6f- taxation  iii  the  Britift*  kgiflature  ;  their  nametf 
and  ojyiilions'On  this  head  had  bfecn  publifhcd  With  the 
grcateflfapplatife  inthfe  cdotttes  ;  khd  it  Was  no  wonder 
that  the  Attieticatisf,  now  finding  themfdves  deceived  and 
difappomted  ift  their  expedations^  flionld  run  into 
fokie  eKtravag^cics.  Btit  whatibvet  might  be  their  crimes^ 
\  liolhirig  coiiM  bfe  ihorc  unjuft-  than  thfe  m^jiod  now  in  agi- 
tatibn  for  pimifirifjg  them.  It  Was,-  faid  oppofition,  a  v^ry 
"ftrange  ^ondtid  tioW  to  reviVe  an  obfolete  ia\r;  ejiafted  by 
an  arbitrary  tyrant^  Hi  a  time  Whcil  the  eonftitaitioh  Wa^ 
far  frpm  befng  perfctSt,  and  even  fiich  asitWa^y  continual- 
ly underwent  the  ittoft  outrageous  violatibn  that  whihi  or, 
caprice  couW  devife;  It  would  be  much  for  the  honour  of 
the  nation, 'if  the  greateft  part  of  the'aftaof  that  reign,  in-  ' 
Head  of  being  imitated,  could  be  buried  in  oblivioti;  'It 
was  impoffible  that  'the  law  iii  queftiori  couM  have  beeri 
defigned  as  any  |jiatterri  for  otir  treatment  of '  the  cokwiifts, 
becaiife  Great-Britain  had  nbt  at  thatlSflUe  a  ebteny  in  "any 
part  of  the  world.  The  projeft  was,-  in  faft,'imj)ra6Heable 
in  itfelf  5  and,  though  it  could  be  putin-itxectflSoh,  Was?  ^ 
not  only  uncoiiftitutional,  but  involved  fuehriioftrotis  in- 
juftice  and  cruelty,  as  couW  notbearairioment's  reflfeaioni 
By  the  law^  of  England,  a  man  was  lifually  tried  in  the  very 
county  where  he  was  faid  to  have  committed  any  ofFerice, 
as  every  circumftance  relating  to  the  faft-  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  be  better  ktioWn  there  than  any  Whfere  elfel  This  me- 
thod had  been  long  adopted,  and  every  oiie  #as  conviorcei 
of  its  utility,  infomiich  that  it  was  efteemed  Otie  of  the 
'  privileges  of  Engliflimen ;  and  if  they  Were  entitled- to 
this  in  their  OWn  country,  what  fliouild  prevent  them  fvmxi 
enjoying  the  fame  When  they  went  to  America  ?  If  an  Afiie- 
rican  has  committed  any  offence  in  his  owri^  tountryv  let 
him  be  tried  for  it  tl^ere  ;  but  let  hiih  not'be  dragged  tof 
fuch  a  diftance  from  his  family,  friends  and  connexions,  and 
every  kind  of  comfort  and  countenance' neceflfary  for  a  per- 
fdn  iii  fuch  circumftanfces>  to  be  tried  by  a  jury  Who  might 
not  perhaps  be  at  alf  times  entirely  void  of  prejudice 
againft  him.  In  fuch- a  cafe,  it  would  alfb  be  in  a  manner 
impoffible  for  the  aceufed-  party,  though  ever  fo  innocent, 
to  bring  over  with  him  the  evidence  heccflary  for  his  vin- 
dication. ■  A  very  opulent  fortune  niuft  indeed  be  requir- 
ed to  bring' witnefles  from  Bofton  tb  London,  befides  the 
danger  of  forgetting  many  who  might  afterwards  be  found 
tffentiallf  neceflary,  or  of  bringing  fu^h  as  might  be  of  nm 
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«fe;  wkile,  on  the  otlier  hand,  the  evidences  againfthim,  CH  AP. 
being  fure  ui  a  comp^nfritioa    for  their  trouble  from  go*       IX* 
veraii>?nr,  \\  ci'Ji  be  eafiiy  colletled,  und,  it  was  to  be  fear-  ^■*""v*^""^ 
tdy  ir.i^bt  fum.  times  be  too  fond  of  the  employment.  No*      '7*9- 
Lhin;^  caa  bj  lujipofcd  more  diltreffing  than  the  fituation 
of  fac!:   a  p-:rfon,  torn  from  his  own  country,   and  every 
co!iaeyio!i  dear  to  him,  to  be  tried  for  a  capital  crime  by 
juoij^eS;  \v\if)  are  the  very  people  againft  whom  he  is  faid 
tohav^:  tianfgrened.  Even  if  he  fliould  hare  the  good  for-     ^ 
tune  to  be  acquitted,  it  is  moft  probable  that  he  muft  bo 
ruinsii  by  rcafon  of  the  great  lofs  of  time,  as  v/cll  as  ex- 
penies,  not  to  mention  the  lofs  of  health,  and  the  vexation 
which  mud:  neceflarily  attend  a  long  confinement.    Such, 
in  confcquence  of  the  nevi^ly-propofcd  law,  was  likely  *to 
be  the  cafe  with  every  one  who  ihould  happen  to  become 
obnoxious  to  the  governor  of  a  province,  as  charges  would 
never  be  wanting,  nor  evidence,  however  flight,  to  give  a 
tolour  to  the  profecution. 

To  moft  of  thofe  arguments  the  miniftry  did  not  think 
proper  to  make  any  reply,  but  confidered  only  the  outrages 
and  difobedience  of  the  Americans.  The  repeal  of  the 
ftamp-a6t,  they  faid,  fo  far  from  having  reclaimed  the 
tobiUds  in  any  degree,  had  increafed  their  licentioufnefs . 
beyond  all  meafurc,  fo  that  it  was  now  becoms  abfolutely 
tieceiFary  to  eftabliih  fome  mark  of  their  dependence  on 
Great-Britain.  Tlie  late  duties  were  the  fmalleft  and  leaft 
oppreflive  that  could  be  chofen^  they  were  not  internal 
taxes,  and  the  whole  produce  of  them  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  their  own  civil  eftablifliments ;  but  the 
tepublican  fpirit  which  had  exifted  from  the  foundation  of 
the  colony  in  Maflachufetts  Bay,  had  operated  in  fuch  a 
manner,  through  the  influence  of  factious  and  defigning 
men,  as  to  caufe  the  people  there  to  break  out  into  the  moft 
daring  and  infolent  afts,  to  throw  oflf  their  allegiance  en- 
tirely, and  behave  as  if  they  were  members  of  an  indepen- 
dent ftate,  rather  than  a  colony  or  province  belonging  to  * 
this  country.  This  Was  indeed  an  efFe<E!:  of  the  ill-contrived 
fyikera  of  vvhich  their  government  had  been  originally  cftal>- 
liflied ;  foty  as  the  council  was  cbofen  by  the  aflembly  of 
the  province,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  fa£kiou3  men,  of 
whom  that  aflembly  was  now  principally  compofed,  to 
miiiage  matters  as  they  pleafed  j  and  who  had  according- 
ly proceeded  to  the  commiffion  of  fuch  flagitious  afts  as 
would  have  been  at  any  other  time  accoiihtod  rebellion, 
and  punifhed  as  fuch.  It  was  high  time,  therefore,  for 
government  to  interfere,  and  by  a  vigorous  exertion  of 
power,  to  fhew  thitt  it  was  ftill  poflibk  f©r  the  parent  ftatc 
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C Ji  AJE-  to  ftibdue  her  refradlory  fubjeds.    There  was  a  neoefiftjr 


IX. 


ijifijb 


for  brmging  the  moft  notorious  offenders  to  trial  and  pu- 
tiiihrnent.  But  how  was  thisto  be  done  ?  Not  by  the  le^- 
lative  power  of  the  oolontes  thenaielves ;  for  experience  ha4 
akcidyihown  that  they  neither  could,  nor  would  put  any 
mark  of  their  difpleafure  upoa  ihcm.  It.muft  therefore  he 
by  bringing  them  to  England,  and  this^  could  only  be  don<? 
by  the  ftatuteof  30  Hen.  VllL  Co  much  complained  pf. 
It  was  ungenerous  to  fuppofc,  that  government  would  mak^ 
ufe  of  this  ftatutc  to  dillrefs  innocent  individuals*  Thof^^ 
who  were  pointed  at,  and  oa  whole  account  it  -w^  prOf 
pofcd  to  revive  the  llatute,  were  nehher  objcfts  .of  ^ojm- 
paffion  on  account  of  the  expenfe  in  which  it  would  involt^« 
them,  nor  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  time  it  would  Qccafijott.. 
However,  it  was  hoped  by  adminiftration^  that  there  woul4 
be  no  occafion  for  putting  in  execution  the  a^  at  aU>  as 
.there  feemed  to  be  but  little  doubt,  that  wjbuen  th/e  colonics 
had  leifure  to  rctlcdb  on  tlie  vigour  as  wcl,l  a*  lenity  of  go.r 
vernment,  they  would  in  a  ihort  timbre  turn  to  their  duty> 
It  does  not  appear,  hov/evcr,  that  thefe  arguments -werd 
violently,  or  imleed  even  Icrioufly  urged  by  the  miniftry. 
When  called  upon  to  avow  their,  patronage  of  jths  fUt^Uc 
30  Henry  VIII.  ciacln  of ,  them  denied  his  havipg  been  .th€^ 
author  of  the  fcheme  ;  and  on  the  prefenting  of  a  petitipfi 
by  the  American  mercbanits,  Januray  5,  J770,  it  was^ 
thought  proper  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  tlie  lati^ 
revenue-aft  relating  to  glafs,  painters'  colours,  and  paper  % 
the  tax  of  3d' per  pound  on  tea  being:  now  the  only  griev-* 
ance  of  which  the  Americans  had  to^  complain.  On  this 
occafion,  lord  North  violently  declaimed  agaiinft  the  taxe§ 
he  had  formerly  ftfpported,  as  fo  abfurd  »»d  prepoft^,QUs>, 
that  they  might  afford  ma^er  of  aftoniihinei3(t  to  ejfery. 
reafonable  man^  Oppofition  did  not  fail  tor^e^^ind  Jmi^i  of 
this  inconfiftency,  as  well  as  of  the  abfyrdity -of  .repealing 
only  part  of  the  laws  he  ha^  juii.now  declared  *<;>.  the-  pji^ 
•poftcrous.  The  tea^tax,  however^  he  £^iA^  Tii^aftleftto  fhew 
tlie  Americans,  diat  the  British  tegiflatujre  h^d  ja.  right  t» 
tax  them  5  and  they  had  no  right, to. complain  pf  diis  txif 
i!ing  tax,  when  another,  of  na  Icfetlian'/a  .fcilling  on  the 
pound,  had  been  repealed  at  the  time  ofdbif^iliigJtoQ.  »,  > 
The  determination  of  the  miniftry  prevailed  at  this 
time  as  ufual ;  but  the  partial  repealof  thi«obnoxio4is  arft, 
fo  far  frora-reltonng  tranquiHity'  to  Ameirrca,  feerted  to 
make  matter*  much  worfe  Khm  before,.,TK'S.cpl9nilJji!l:^ad 
il"ucTnd  ^^^  ^°^  all'cotifidcnce  in  the  good  intentiofvs  of  .govern*^ 
»ncrcafc.  ment-  A  continued  Qo'iirfe  of  encroachment; on  what  thejt 
believed  to  be  their  righto,  the ;  pe^rpetuai./i^<?^^?^o» 


AW  the/tp_ 
ties  except 
tf>at  on  tea 
taken  off. 


January  5, 
1770J    . 


American 
difturban- 


t;  E  G  R  G  E  nr/  133 

tpMthhad  been  ihewn  to  fet  up  fome  authority  trr  other,  GHAFi 
as'lndependent  of  the  eftabtefhed  la^3  and  ccnftitution  of      IX. 
tfe  kingdom,  had  ucmJercd  them  nolvfo  .exodi&vely  jea»  ^■"■^■■-^ 
fews, that  the  merdft>  trifle  whkh  feemed  to  niiiitate  againft      ^7V^* 
tieir  rights  and  lib&rti«?s  was  capable 'of  fditing  the  -whole 
teiftent  in  a  iiamc.   Government  daad  qlrbady  found  the     '^ 
^Scacy  of  law*  and  a<£ls  qi.  p^rliaoienc  to  enforce  fu}>jec- 
iltsui  atid  for  that  tea fdHy  four  regiments,  as  We  have 
frkcady  related,  had  beeai  lent  to  Bofton.    The  terrors  of 
ItfiHUary  ]^a\Ver  had  for  forae  tinae  pusfefved  a  degree-  of 
trinqailiity  unknown  in  that  city  for  federal  yrcars.  I'his^ 
httwevfer,  "iafted*  no  longer  than  while  the  full  complen^ent 
tf^foWierS  rentfliiicd  tl>ere.  As  foon  as  part  of  them  wefe 
i^ttiov^,tli!riBh'abitant&,  thinking  themfdves  able  to  cope 
^fefetheremaiiider,  began  to  pick  quarrels  with  them,  arf4 
licqatri^  frarys? -and  (umiklts  enrfued^    A  moH:  remarkable 
eheof-thw  k4i¥d  happe»ed  on  the  5;th  of  March,   17701  somepco. 
were  fev'i^ftif  peopte'were  kitted  by  die  fice!  of  tbe.foldiers***  pic  killed 
Whatever  might^hava-becn- the  provocation  given  to  the  >n  a  tumult 
f^ier^  ow  thi&'  occafion,  or  however  juftifiable  the  con-  March.T,' 
<!ucl  df  thei?a  ?ltid  their .  of&cers,  it  13*  certain  that  this  ac^  1770.- 
(^ttt'wag  ina^e  «fc  of,  and  contributed,  more  than  any 
AfcgtH&itiflame^the'mindsof  the  populace againft  govern* 
tRQtity      :.'•''...■..,•. 
•  The  day  after  thia^ifafter,:  upwards  of  ■  four  thouHi^d 
rfthe^inhabitamB  aiSiimblcd,  and  hawitig-given  it  as  their     ' 
^ijtnjonj  tha€  the  inhabitant!  and  faldiera.cotvld  no  longer 
K<^ together  in  izittjiTt  .raeffage  \va$.fe@i  to  the  lieute- 
lliift*gc^^ernor^iefIt5iag  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  the 
cafte.  'Tothiilier-epHcd,  that  with  reg^ird  to,  the  abfolute 
xe^Vab^f  th*'«»oOp,  be  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  coun* 
t«wand  the  ofidere  of  the  coimnander  in  chief;  but  tha^ 
fcellid -'ttcq^ainled. the'. oatomandiiig 'officer  ofibe  aytH 
With  t^tir 'reqiiuil,  who  bad  promafed  to  remove  that  re- 
g»|ertt5mwedhitely  toihe  barracks ia  the  caltlej.  anj  a^ 
^^tpdi  bid  bee/1' prrniripally  troncemed^  in  the. quarrels 
^A^theiiihabitantsiat  was  hoped  the  retaoyatof  it  would 
giiye  fiitisfa^tidn;  iThi8,.hQwevcr,.  was.  Uy.no  means  tlie 
eife^  Of  theifourthbuftiiid  affenibkd, ■  as  already  related* 
«nly  one  dcei&ixd--hia»fc]f  fatisfied;  with  the  anfwer.    A 

'.}  Xko.A(W«ricaiii8WcC>qat9'<rf  thii  mWancWy  aiTair  reprefcnt  the  M- 
fe  ^.t|ie  a^rclfgr^,^r.d  th4C  the;"e  was.a  premeditated  defign  to  niur- 
««rihc  people.  But,  to  cvervinlpartlat.perl'on,  tftis  frrlift  evident Jy  ap- 
I'WrlmMtcunis  calam»^.  Xt'tlftt»nwic,  thctJiixiifkry,  fo  fat  fmm  being 
«'iC<ni4mo»n«o  ctmtWct  fehw^cs  of  this  lciji;J»  -were  unable  to  fupport 
^  audjoritv  in  gay  df^f^^?  ^"^^  would  no  doubt  have  gladly  accepted 
f^  any  cgncclfion,  however  ilighc,  from  tlie  colonifts,  \vhole  kaughtineft 
''  t^8  rcfpe<a  indeed  knew  no  bouads,  ,  . 
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CHAP,  committee  was  then  appointedf  to  wait  on  the  Keutenant«»- 
IX.       governor,  ami  inform  him,  that  the  reply  made  to   th«r 
^— -V-— '  vote  of  the  inhabitants-  is  by  no  means  fatisfaiSbory-j'apd- 
J770.      tijjij  nothing  iefs  would  faiisfy  them  than  a  total  removair 
of  the  troops,  and  that  immediately.    This  vote  ^s'as  laui 
before  the  board  of  council,  who  declared  themfelves  toa- 
nimoufly  of  the   Gime  opinion  ;  however,  there  was  ^  no 
other  removal  made  at  that  time  than  of  the  aptb  regi^* 
ment  •,  the  lieutenant-governor  having  d£(?lared,  in   an- 
fwer  to  another  petition,  that  he  h^jd  no,  authority  to  order  . 
the  king's  troops  from  any  place  where  they^werc  poftcti 
by  his  majefly's  order,     A  folemn  proceffion  was  macki 
-through  the  town  of  Bofton  at  the  funeral  of  the  people 
who  had  been  killed  ;  the  fliops  were  fliut«p;  all  the  bell* 
in  the  town,  as  well  as  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood,  were 
tolled ;  the  bodies  were  carried  through  the  ilreets  in  . 
proceffion,  and  the  people  followed  in  great  crowds,  mak- 
ing the  deeped  lamentation,  as  if  a  defign  had  been-  dii'v 
covered  of  murdcrii^p  every  one  of  them. 
'While  the  minds  of  the  people  ftill  continued  to  be  agi- 
violent  be-  tated  in  this  manner,  news  arrived  of  the  repeal  of  the  ob* 
the  colo  °     *io2cious  afts  of  parliament,  excepting  only  the  trifling  du- 
pifts.  ty  of  3d  per  pound  on  tea*    The  prediftion  of  opppfitiojij 

tnat  this  would  be  fufiicient  to  coiitinue  the  difturbances, 
was  then  verified  in  its  utmoft  extent..  Violent  rcfolutions 
were  every  where  formed  againft  the  impo^itaticm  of  Bri* 
tifli  goods,  particularly  the  article  of  tea  *,'  propof^Is^and 
refolutions  were  continually  made  for  the  cncouragemcct . 
of  their  own  manufa£lurcs,  the  confumption  of  hom.e«jpvo* 
dufts,  and  the  retrenchment  of  fuperfluities*  Thefe  took 
place  not  only  at  Bofton  and  throughout  the  New-England* 
colonies,  but  through  the  whole  continent,  not  excepting ^ 
even  thcfe  provinces  which  depended  Kioftx)n  the  mothers- 
country  for  their  fupport  and  fubfiftence. .  They  were  fur*-, 
ther  exafpcrated  by  ibme  late  regulations,  by  which  the 
governors  and  judges  were  rendered  totally  independent  i)f 
the  people,  in  confequence  of  their  falaries  beir.g  paid  by 
the  crown.  This  was  looked  upon  as  a  moft  violent  eiv 
croachment  on  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  fuch  dan- 
'  gerous  marks  of  popular  difpleafure  attendf'd  ity  tliat  very 
tew  of  the  judges  had'  courage  to  enter  upon  their  offices, 
and  thofe  who  did,  were  cither  forced  to  refign,  or  inters* 
rupted  in  the  execution  of  their  bufinefs,  tq  fuch  a  degree*, 

t  ^  his  committee  was  coniprfi^d  of  the  principal  Icatkrs  of  the  xtv" 
pular  part}'.  '/  heir  names  were  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Wi-^ 
Ham  Mo)ineaux,M11jiam  Phillips,  Dr.  Jofc:[>h  Warren,  Jafima  HeniOiaw, 
indijamucl  Pembciton.  . 


that:^^w^e  <(ibUged  to  take  fltdter  wiorlifie<i  placei^'^it  C]S  A  K 
onboard  Slips  of  TWr;  iTbe  amgioGttes  aiid  jealoufies  be^ ,    IX. 
twecn  thefgof^mots'andtheif  aflemUies  were  perjpetud-;  V,>yxJ^ 
afembiies '  ^rere-  no '  fooneit  -cidlad  tdian*  4iflblve4)  ^nd  the     z  7>r. 
uehr  ones  pAoved^uaUy  iie£ra£k0ry,  fo^tbdt  k  v^s  €viddiit? ' 
thatall  intereilof  ^rernment  was^otfi^ly  atan e»d^  and ' 
even  then,  if  Britain'  meamt  to  tnaiiitain  me  aiithorit)^  ftre>  ^ 
had,afluraed,awarwasir>«ritabic*     .    -^  .  -  : 

TJie  rigoroiErs^exeitmn  df  ^e  imuggliiig  lam!  gai^6  qcqa^  ' 
fioato  die  firft  damg'  a£fc  of  violence,'  which  mi^ht<  with- 
pttjiiietyifee/caited  an  ad  of  Hofliiity  ajiinil  goverametif.  ^^n^/*^"^** 
Tfe  happened  ftt  ftondcoce  in  Rhi>de-Iflan<£  where,  on  Providcncci 
the  roA  of  Jirne,  P772,   the  Gaf|iee  fdiQoner  was  burnt, »»  Rhodc- 
2aat^lc^  captain  rwdutided  by  a  -mob,  exafperatcd  at  the  vi^-  t^*"^;^ 
gtace  he<  had  trwnifcfted'  i»  dbe'  ei^e<mtion  of  his*  office.  A  ^ "1772. 
r^dxtoi^cml.  wt(|<  offered  for  the  difeovei^  of  thofe  cofi^ 
cemed iifi'foeh an dttiocious  proceeding;  but  fos^eeabte  ; 
vss  it  taithe  nnivetfal  votee  q(  the  f^^^,  •dkat  not  4»ne 
wasfound  to  accept  ^he*  offered  rewards  •  •  »•  •       . 

About  ^tik'Qitm  ttme,^  the  animoGiy  bero^een  the  peb* 
j^of-'MaiTadiufeK^  Bay^  imd'  their  govef^or^  was  'iri-^'?^*'^ . 
iamtd  to  Ae  iktn**ft,  hj  the  foBowirtg  acqident :  Daring  occTfioncd 
ths  (btti^  >oifr  t^  lotm^  dilutes  widi  &e  motber-country,  by  the  dif- 
annmber  of  teajits  had  been  written  by  the^vernor  and  "^^'^^^x  **^ 
<iqj8f5c^0ttrflor  of  the  colony,  mtomt  of  the  Engliih  Hiuchin- 
mimft?y,in  whkh'  a  very  UiafaTmirable' account  was  given  fon'slcttcn, 
ofAe  people  in  general,  as  well  as  of  tha  iriews  of  their 
is3de»6^:  ittd  violent  meafiires,  ag  weM  as^  a  very  confido'- 
ayfeiehange  in  the  conftitntitm  and  fyfteai  of  government, 
w^dedared  to  be^  i^e«;flaty,  in  order  to  enfure  obedience. 
On  the  death  of  a  gentleman  Who  had  kept  thefe  letters 
mhisfoflfeffion,  Aey^by  fome  unfcnowft  aiccident,  fell  into 
ttehantte  of  Dn 'Bei^amin  Franklin,  the  agent  for  Maf- 
fack^sttsr  Say,  at  London,  w^o  infl^ntly  trafmitted  them 
ttJtheaiTdmbly^^at'Bofton,  which  happened  to  be  fitting 
i>h«ti  thfey;  w^re-  reddved*  5]he  arrival  of  fnch^a  packet,  at  ,     ^ 

^h  tirue  when  'fo  much  ilUwiil'  already  fBbfiftc4  could 
h6i? fait d" 'phiducing  themoft  violent  effeSts.  The  affem- 
Wy^afiet»eipi?effing'thficir  utmoft  indignation  at  the  con- 
<taft(rf  iheir  pivetnors,  delivered  the  letters  to  the  coun- 
cil) with'ie«iprefoiaj«m£Hoii8  :a^t  to  truft  them  out  of  tlieir 
kands  even  fota  mbtent*  "The  council  Receded  »in  a  fij- 
n^fermanhet* ^^^the* letters 'weccrpsefehted^  to  die  gcwcri.- 
nor ;  but  when  he  dcfired  to  examine  them,  the  council  re-. 
Wed  tatruft  Win  witfe  them,  and  h^  w^s -obliged  to  (ub^ 
*it  to  the  af*^opt;ciif  haying  them  tranfmitt^4  ^9  him  by  ^ 
^nimittee  to  examine  them  in  their  hai»da^  a^.  well  a$  to. 
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<!enied  in 
Europe. 


CHAP.  tKc  mortification  of  owning  the  figiiatljr<5,  aft^h^ngltt*' 
IX.       fpeded  it  in  this  difgraceful  mantien  The'  <rt>nfeqtfence  df 

^■^v^"^  this  was  a  Jjetrtidh  and  rettionftratrccftd  hk'majeftyi  in 

xJ^/i      which  the  AmeHcAn  governot^  wtre  bhift-g^d  widi  betrays 

1  ing  their  truft  ; "' with  giving'  private,  partial^  atid  faifeih* 

formation   iagainft  the  people  they  governed  ;  declanng 

them  enemies  to  the  cokmy',  and  praymg  for  fpeedy  Jirf^ 

tice  againft  them  by' their  removal.     ITiefe  extraordinary 

proceedings  wfere  okiricd  by  a  majdrity  of  eighty-twb  io 

"  twelve.  ■■'■'■■■•  ^  ^  ,      .  .-^ 

The  utility     In  the  meart  time,  the  ferment  occafiondd  by  the  tea-^ 

of  the  tea  fchetfie,  contiritifed  to  dpcfr^e  univerfally:  Even  in  Europe 
its  utility  was  doubted,  although  itthad'  bfcefi  (et: forth  bf- 
the  minifter  as  a  proper'  cbmpenfation  for  the  enormous 
fums  extorted  from  the  Eaft-India  company,  ak  wdl  as  the 
feizureof  their  territorial  rights.  Thi'sfcheme'was  fatiftiofb- 
ed  by  an  aft  of  parfiament,  whereby  the  Eaft-IndiiJ  com- 
pany were  allowed  to*export  their  teas  into  Amea^iea,  lA 
fuch  quantiti^  as  the  lords  of  the  treafury  ftoiild  judge 
proper,  and  were  allowed  a  drawback  tipon  exportation,- 
while  a  duty  was  impofed  upon  its  importation  to  Ameri*'- 
ca.  It  was  particukrly  objefted  to  by -one  gentleman,  who 
remonftrated,  that'it  was  more  propier  fo^  the«ftri>U{h^ 
ment  of  the  revenue-law  in  America,  than  for  doing  any 
effential  fervice  to  the  company  $  that  though  the  quantity 
on  hand,  vii.  fevehteen  millions  of  potinds,  appeared  im*- 
menfeto  fiich  a^  were  uriaequaihted  with' the  date  of  the 
trade,  it  amounted'^  in  reality,  to  no  mote  than  two  years 
confumpt,  and  it  vras  always  intended  to  keep  a  year's 
ftock  on  haxKl.  Some  of  the  moft  emment  tea  merchant* 
confulted  by  the  company  on  this  occafion,  reprcfifented  ^ 
fcheme  as  full  of  abfurdity:  By  it  the  company  had  devi- 
ated from  the  tifual  method  of  frocedure^  with  regard  to 
the  fale  of  their  goods,  and  inftead  of  difpofing  of  them  to 
merchants  by  public  fales,  was  become  its  own  exporter: 
and  faftor.  Thus,  it  was  faid>  that  the  retiirtis^  ttiiMiey 
would  be  t6o  flow  and  trifling  to  anfw^  the  prefent  exi- 
gencies for  cafti ;  ^  the  fame  time  that  it  would  be  dlftr- 
rng  a  great  injury  .to  the  merchants  who  had  been  atcuf-' 
tomed  to  take  their  teas  at  all.  events,  and  paid  itrtmenfe 
fums  of  money  for  them.  Meafures  were  propofed  for 
holding  two  fales  within  a  fhort  rime,  by  which  the  com- 
pany would  probably  not  oiily  difpofe  of  all  their  teas, 
but  receive  the  firft  payment  in  the  fpace  of  five. months  ; 
and  this  would  bririg  in,  moft  probably,  "no  lefs  a  fum 
than  i,2oo,dopl.  which  might  poflibiy  prevent  any 
ndceffity  of  applying  for  that  fatal  loan  they  were  negoci*. 


abagfroot  goYK^iTUTHSBt,'  s^nd  for  whichmimftry  were  about  OH  AP^ 
10 makfi  tncm^pJiy fo. desyr,    ,  .  »^-         I^ 

>.  Theft. felutary  .pr^ctf^s,  lK>wevcr,  v?cre overruled.;  the  C/VXJ 
0$^  fchf ^^1  ^iog  the  favourite  with,  admimitration^  wa^  <7  7> 
adpptc4  ^  f^yiEirai  ihips,  freigi^|ed  with  tea,  wei;:e  ie^  off 
tQ,Amem^f  wi)^«,,agei\t8  were  apfMui^od  by  the  company 
^.difpoie  f)f  it  .iok  ^he  dil^erent  coionie^-  as  foon  a« .  .it  aqrL^ 
Vtd*  But  iwh^t^vi^  might  be  the  views  of  the  compan-y^ 
wi  thoi^.who  oasnra&d  this  fubjeA  in  Britain,  it  it  cer«^ 
tain  that  the  colonics  almoft  univerfally  looked  upon  thp 
teskfcb^e,  a^  c^trived  fqr  the  fole  purpofc  of.  in^trodu- 
ciflg  ta^^es^/nto  Anierica,  and  pf  which,  if  they  buffered  tlieni 
t^'&^cibUilhed  in  any  one  initance,  no  end  would  ever 
be  found.  The. new  method  of  difpofing  of  it,  alfo  offen*- 
i^  jail  .th^  d^akr^  iij  that  commodity,  who  were  extremely 
iiijiuieroua  »  ai;^  at  Boftofn,  the  tea-<on(igneea  Iiaf^ened 
Ufljonunat^iy?  to  be  nearly  related  to  the  governor,  whoie 
kter&.  had  already  produced  fuch  a  ferment.  The  company 
was,  befides,  fo  ^niverialiy  odious,  both  on  this  and  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  that  any  fqheme  profefledly  for 
its  intereft,  wquM,  have  probably  met  witii  oppofitio^ 
Aough  ^ver  fo  juft  aad  equit^k  in  cither  refpefts*  At  pre-* 
fent,  the  colpnil^$  repre^f  nted  ^he  company  a^  wilfully  quit-i 
ting  dieir  ufuaMi^e  Cff  conduS,  and  wantonly  enforcing  a 
bwwlivchdie:y.themfcl^e&,deteft^di  thu»  bringing  them 
into^hp  dangerpu^.  4il?nima  either  of  ghring  up  their  own 
i&rti€s,.or  taking  fome  efFedtual  meafures  to  prevent  this 
<ibno?ciou$  aWJle  frpm  being  introduced  among  them. 

Though  the  pftoft,  pofitive  refolutiona  not  to  ufe  any  The  new* 
ms/t  of  the  I^dia^c^Jimpany'?  tea  'had  been  taken  by  the  of  the  tea 
Amcyicaosi.iix^nediately  after  the  paffcial  repeal  of  the  fenrour'*^ 
tewpi^  aft,  coftCdera^ble  quantities  had  neverthelefs  been  cxafperatc» 
fccreiJyiot^o^Hcedinto.  tixe  colonies.  Of  this,  the  leaders  theAmcrU 
^i^  popplarf  faftion  :hii4  been  fufficicntly  fenfible,  though  .^^"•' 
nq^meaQSr^.,eSc<^^liy  preventing  its  impdrtation  were, 
ia.tbeir  po>p.e;if,;  ,.A^  fpon,  hpwever,  as  the  news  arrived 
ofthp  inx^pdl^d  ypyagc  of  the  tea  .fhips,  by  which  that 
detjffted,  cpq>n>/9<Uty,woi^ld  be,  poured  in  among  then;i  in 
fQciiquantitiA^as.)firou^  leave  no  sop^n  to  doubt  of  the 
apcpjoaplifhi^ejnjt, .^of  the  .purppfes  of  miniftry,  they  deter- 
jowed,  at^  tM,tx^p$^iq  t^  efFcfltifal  methods  to  prevent 
it.  The  tea^^cpnijigneea  felt  th^  firft  effeflts  of  thef«  refolu- 
tions;  bjBing,cyf3iry.whqrei  obliged  torefign  their  employ- 
mencs, -or  fu%r  tJje,  cntir^e  lofs  of  their  property,  not 
withoijt  jh$[  gjf^ateft,  danger  ,pf  their  lives.    The  people 
aSembled  every  where  ingreat  bodies  j  cpramittces  were 
?.ppoiQtfd  to  in^^^  the  books  of  merchants,  propofe 


X38      '  HlStOUt  eft' llfeLANi). 

CHAP.  5ath«  t<v  pTofcribc  Ihc  wftaaory,  by  the  dattgwfeW  app^ 
I3L  Jation  of  enemies  to  the  Ubertm  rfAmtfita^  %M  ttf  afembte 
^^--^v'^  "^  the  ptopfe  whefiev^^r  tKey  fheught  ^pet.  TJmSj  every 
^'^'^^  kind  of  government  "^as  entirdy>at  ati-etid^  «l«f y  (hin^y 
iat  kaft  ^hat  related  t6  Ib^  trafiAidioAA  betwiM  tbe  colo- 
hies  an<l  \ht  mother  cottritryj  bekig  carrkd^on  by  ftimul* 
tuotis  popular  aifeiftWies.  At  th*ft  ift^ctiftgs  the  Bmife 
legiflattirfe  was  ^^at^d  with  theutmoft  in^t^cjr  and  con- 
te»ipt  5  nor  were  the  hand-bills  and  otliet'ttmpo^ftry  p4ib- 
licattons  on  the  fubje<ft  a  urhit  more  mod^rat^,  Pfiittcd 
papers  were  difperfed  at  Phitadelphia,  li^^arrring  the  pitotJ 
>K)t  to  condu£l  the  tea  {hips  tip  the  Delaware  \  at  New* 
Totk,  they  were  faid  to  be  loaden  with  the  fetters  which  , 
•had  been  forged  for  America,  in  Great^Britain.  The  famt 
fpirit,  in  ihort,  fecnied  to  have  pervaded  all  th(b  colonicd 
like  lightning,  even  th6  moft  diftant  aM  lead  coi^ne^ed 
with  Bofton,  where,  indeed,  the  difttirbalieeft  getierally 
began  and  were  peculiarly  violent.  On  thft  oecafion,  alfo, 
Bofton  was  the  fcene  of- the  firft  politiVea£l  of  hoftiHty^ 
"  Three  tea  Ihips  having  arrived  there  towards  the  end  of 
*^^*  ^d^"t  ^^  T^^^  ^773'  ^^^  ^'^^  ^^^^  ®"  ungracious  reception*,  , 
B(?fton  \nd  ^h^t  the  captains  gladly  coafented  to  return  to  England, 
<uhcr  provided  they  had  the  permiffion  6f  the  tea-confignee?, 
places.  tjjg  board  of  cuftoms,  and  the  governor.  All  thi^,  however, 
Aivas  refufed  them,  and  they  were  obliged  td  Ttn^aift^in 
Bofton  harbour.  The  people  how  peictiving,  that  if  the 
*  fhips  were  permitted  to  He  fo  near  the  tdts'n,  their  cargoes 
would  be  landed  fecretly,  and  the  purpofe$  of  nniiiifti'jr 
thus  fulfilled,  came  to  the  refolution  oif  deftroying  it  at 
once,  which  was  executed  by  a  number  of  people  dreffed 
like  Indians^  who  threw  it  into  the  fea.  Hetiee,  we  may 
learn,  that  it  was  not  the  precipitate  atlof  a  riotous  mob, 
but  a  confequence  of  the  plan  ddiberately  laid  againft 
fubmtffion  to  any  miniftertal  interference  whatcter  with 
the  aiicient  conftitution  of  the  colonies.  The  g6vemor, 
and  fhips  6f  war,  permitted  the  tea  to  be  dcfttoyed,  wirfiv 
out  making  the  leaft  effort  to  fave  it.  Theqoamity  thrown 
into  the  fea  was  valued  at  iS.ooel.  Some  fmaller  quanti- 
ties met  with  the  fame  fate  at  Bofton,  and  in  South-Caro- 
lina ;  but,  in  general,  th^  fhips  laden  with  this  commo- 
dity returned  with  it  again  to  England  \  only  a  fmall 

'  *  The  American  accotifits  of  the  ddb-u^an  of  I**  tea  at  Bofton,  &ow 
.the  difirofitioa  •£  the  people,  at  that  time,  in  a  via-y  fh-iking  Hglit,  and 
that  fo  far  from  thinking  they  bad  committed  any  crime,  tneyiooked 
upon  their  condu(5l  as  meriroVious,  not  only  caktllateci  to  free  their 
country  from  the  flffvcry  intended  for  th^m,  bat^vn  the  bcft  and  tcn- 
*4crcft  method  io  which  tkcy  cou!d  hare  a^<d  toward*  fthc  India  Gom«y 
pany. 


.       0L  £  O  &  O  £    m.  I3f 

tfmk!f  wtiSLiiSki^  M  Nfw-York)  under  the  cafindn  of  C H  AP. 
jtmem  pf  war  i  ;Hidr€Ve(i  tthfcre  it. was  <>t>liged  to  be  locked     IX* 
»f  bff  ofernnm^jt.tq  preveoT  it».Jbcii^[  m^e  ufe  of.  The  ^"v-  "^ 
.^ttftotk]^  i^tutoedunCold  wm  valued  at  joo^oooL  '7  74* 

.:  NeW9  o£  'this  tn^oiaftton  arriTed  in  England  about  ^^   w    l 
JiepQPuig  of>  M^Xishf  i774>  and.was  coi|imonicate4  to      "^  * 
ktbbojBfe^  ^f  paritainent  bj  a  oscfiage  frooi  the  throne,  Tranra«. 
ilong  vttfa  wM^  vre  fcnt  a  gtaat  numbfr  of  papers  W-  J^jJ*  *'^  ; 
h^tMii  Ui^tAnra^i^Q.  affairs^  all  of  them  tending  to  (how  laid^fora' 
llie!iie)»ellifCMi9^pi]rk  of  the  AmerkanBi  which  indeed  per»  pai-liam«nt« 
'fti^di  li^'^k^  .90^ttnenjt|  fo  that  the  publications  of 
^  j^puIjiF  f^^Pfij  of  which  a  great  number  were  laid 
.l|«fore  parliamonii.  all  refembled  one  another,  whether 
<ae€uted  at'Bgilion  or  any  where  elfe*   From  thofe  papers 
jt  appeared^  that  the  tea^confignees  had  petitioned  the 
fiOOaat  of  Mafiachufetts  Bay,  praying  that  their  perfons 
Wght  be  taken  under  the  protedion  of  government  $  but 
4ft  bttfineft  had  been  declined  by  the  board  of  council* 
who,  neverthele&i  condemned  the  deftru^ion  of  the  tea. 
Hid  advifed  legal  prplecutions  againft  the  perpetrators^ 
piovided  thef  could  be  found  out,  whichj  however,  was 
impoffible. 

themiuiftef  commented  largely <>il  the pipet^ and fet 
form)  In  ver^  ftrong  terms,  the  difobedience  of  the  Bol'<« 
Umm$t  Awhich  had  now  manifefted  itfelf  in  fuch  an  outra- 
geotts  manner*  Th^  inhabitants  of  that  place,  he  faid,  had 
becakft.to  their  own  difcretion,  and  were  now  entirely 
▼itbeutexcufr.  £yery  poifible  method  had  been  taken  to 
.leftabliib  the>€iviij>Diiirery  but  without  efie£^.  The  govern 
I  AH^Iiha^ghJiQ  cpuld  have  prejCsrved  the  tea  by  an  inter- 
iQliHon  pf  tho^aVjsil  .or,  military  force,  had  yet  prudently 
.Miooirfueb  an  ;ifiterCerencft,  as  the  Boftonians  had  aU 
Jiflf^  given  out,  diat  this  interpdiition  was  the  occafion 
^Jhmf  di(turh^n«t9|  ^*  and  yet,^  fays  he,  <<  this  loyal 
tfSri^PjBseeaJ^lr  people  Pf  ^  mercantile  town,  as  they  aiFc^ 
A€all,dbe9ife^^  have  wantonly  deftroycd  the  property 
.4  tsao^er  loyal  mercantile  body^  without  even  the  ple» 
'Of^JMjpe^y  for  fo  doing;  as  nothing  more  was  requifite 
tha(|!i<tQa<iy^eff  to^hpit  own  agreements  of  non^confump^ 
:^%.to  evade  the. revenue-laws  in  an  effe<9:ual  manner/' 
l^^dyjtbid  ]9^i\^po|deftroying  the  tea,wasl9pked  upon 
iQavery  heinous  light  throughout  our  iiknd,  and  occa^ 
;&med.  mcudeferlion  of  many  who  had  hitherto  profefled 
;^riendaip  to  the  American  caufe.  When  the  ni^er  is 
J^rly  cou{i3ered,  however, '  we  muft  acknowledge,  thifc' 
'^18  was^no  more  than  a  necefl^y  confei^uence  of  their 
formdr  proceedings,  and  what  might  have  beea  ^^mf 
VoL.V.  T 
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CHAP,  forftfe^ft  on  the  part  of  miniftry.  The  Amei-icans  liad  oni- 
IX.       formally  declared,  that  they  would  not  fubmic  to  parHa-* 

XjTYKJ  mentary  taxation  on  any  account  whatever  5  and  their  bc- 
«774.  haviour  on  the  occafion  of  the  ftamp-aft  manifcfted,  that 
they  were  ready  at  that  time  to  come  to  the  utnioft  extre- 
mities rather  than  fubmit ;  but  this  adminiftration  either 
did  not,  or  pretended  not  to  believe.  When  the  ftamp-a€l: 
failed,  another  mode  of  taxation,  lefs  direft,  was  at- 
tempted ;  and  when  this  alfo  failed,  an  infidious  method 
luras  tried  of  taxing  them  through  the  medium  of  theEaft 
India  Company.  As  this,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Americans, 
favoured  of  hypocrify  and  treachery,  it  therefore  excited 
a  greater  flame  than  even  the  ftatnp-adi  itfeff  y  fo  that,  in- 
'ftead  of  being  furprized  at  the  deftrudioil  of  the  tea,  after 
a  refufal  to  cake  it  back  to  England,  many  rather  won- 
*dered  at  its  not  being  inftantly  de.ftroycd  on  its  arrival, 
without  any  queftions  afked.  To  thofe,  however,  wha 
confidered  only  the  crime  of  deftroying  property,  miattrers 
appeared  in  a  very  different  light ;  and  thus  adminiftra- 
tion found  it  a  more  eafy  matter  to  effect  its  purpofes 
•againft  the  colonies  than  would  otherwife  have  probably 
been  the  cafe.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  therefore,  the 
papers  were  fluffed  with  writings,  in  which  the  difobedi- 
-cnce  of  the  Americans  was'  fet  forth  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner, and  that  for  the  future  there  was  an  impoffibility  of 
carrying  on  any  trade  with  America,  if  fuch  a  flagrant  in- 
fult  fhould  go  unpuniflhed. 

s  ft  m  of  ^^  ^^  ^'^^y  '^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  public  were  mifled  by 
rcafoning  "Appearances  5  and  that  the  Americans  never  made  any  ob- 
adoptcd  by  gedion  to  trade  with  Britain  on  the  fame  footing  they 
the  Amcri-  j^^j  ^^^^  formerly.  They  denied  that  they  were  rebels ; 
'and,  on  the  principles  they  affumed,  thejr  argued  right.— 
They  maintained,  that  their  conftitution,  as  held  by  char- 
ter, was  unalterable  5  and,  therefore,  they  would  fuffcr 
no  innovations  whatever.  They  did  not  now  refufc  fub- 
tniflion  to  aby  laws  to  which  they  had  once  yielded  obe- 
dience; but  they  ohly*  refilled  the  new  ones  to  which 
tbey  had  never  been  in  fubjeftion,  or  that  unlimited  and 
defpotic  authority  which,  as  ^6  have  already  feen,  minif- 
try had  fo  eagerly  fought  for,  and  at  laft  fuppofed  to  exift 
in  the  decifions  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  when  rati- 
fied by  the  royal  aflent.  With  the  An^ericans,  however, 
even  this  authority  was  not  allowed  to  be  fuperior  to  the 
conftrttition  of  (he  realm  ;  and  they  infilled,  that  if  a  fu- 
preme  uncontroulabl^  authority  were  lodged  any  where,, 
except  in  the  unrrerfaf  confent  of  the  people  at  large,  the 
government  waa^that  monient  degenerated  into  a  tyranny*^ 
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let  At  governors  be  called  a  parliament^  or  what  we  pleife.  CHAP. 
It  was,  in  fa£i,  by  this  general  voice  of  the  people,  and  IX. 
not  by  a<£ls  of  parliamenty  that  liberty  had  ever  been  pb-  V^V"^ 
tained.  In  the  time  of  king  John,  the  barons  at  large  af-  •  1774. 
fembkd,  and  their  unanimous  voice  at  that  time  being  the 
voice  of  the  whole  nation,  obliged  him  to  £gn  Magna 
Charta.  In  the  time  of  king  Charles  I.  the  people  at  large 
oppofed,  and  obliged  him  to  call  a  parliament ;  but  the 
fame  parliament,  negle£ling  their  condituents,  and  taking 
upon  them  to  aflume  a  fupreme  and  uncontroulable  pow- 
er, degenerated  into  the  mod  intolerable  tyranny.  In  like 
manner,  at  the  revolution,  the  defpotifm  of  James  II.  was 
oppofed  by  the  people  at  large^;  for  he  had  found  means 
Xo  make  his  parliament  obfequious ;  and  fuch  means,  they 
infiftcd,  would  never  be  wanting  to  corrupt  minifters.-^ 
Though  parliament,  therefore,  as  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people,  might  ena£):  laws,  by  which  individuals,  or 
parts  of  an  empire,  might  be  made  fubfervient  to  the 
good  of  the  community,  it  was  impoflible  it  could  have 
any  right  to  make  a  great  and  flourifhing  country,  fuch 
as  America  was,  fubfervient  to  any  purpofe  whatever ;  as 
the  pe(^Ie  were  now  lufiiciently  numerous  to  defend 
thenvfeives,  and  ought,  in  juftice  and  reafon,  to  have  a 
vote  in  thofe  tranfadtions  which  regarded  their  own  in- 
tereft,  as  well  as  the  mother  ^country. 

As  che  above  piece  of  reafon ing  contains  the  efience  of 
all  the  arguments  that  were,  or,  indeed,  could  be  urged  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  American  difputes,  we  fliall,  for  the 
Mature,  confine  ourfelves  to  fafts,  without 'entering  into 
any  detail  of  thofe  innumerable  conte&s  in  parliament, 
which  were,  on  this  occafion,  often  condu£ked  with  an 
acrimony  fo  little  to  the  honour  of  either  party. 

The  minifter  having  fully  fet  forth  the  difobedience  of 
the  Americans,  and  declined  any  retrofpeftive  view  of 
thiEir  affairs,  as  tending  to  inflame  people's  minds,  reduced 
the  matter  to  this  fingle  queftion,  Whether  America  was, 
for  the  future,  to  be  dependent  on  Britain,  or  not  ?  and, 
if  fhe  was,  by  what  means  was  her  dependence  and  obe- 
dience to  be  lecurcd  and  enforced  ?  The  whole  attention 
of  parliament  being  thus  drawn  to  the  difobedience  of 
the  colonifts,  without  any  inquiry  into  the  motives  of 
their  condudi;,  matters  began  to  wear  a  very  threatening 
afpcii  towards  them.  Mr.  Bolland,  agent  for  Maffachu-  March. 
fetts-Bay,  therefore,  dreading  that  the  ftorm  would  fall 
heavieft  upon  that  colony,  prefented  a  petition,  in  which 
he  defired  leave  to  lay  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  the 
^a  r^gia  Qf  queen  Eli^iabeth.jatnd  her  fuccei&rs,  for  the 
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CHAP,  fecurity  of  the -planters  azui  their  dtktjadmtSyind.^pef^ 
IX.       petual  enjoyment  of  their  liberties  ^  which  he  Ipreiiimed 

W-y  >  had  never  been  laid*  before  the  houjfe)  nor  had  the  colo* 

1774*     nies  hitherto  any  ^portunity  of  afcertaining  and  defend* 

ing  thefe  rights.    TJie  petition  was. received,  and  ordered. 

to  lie  upon  the  table,  cr>  ia  other  wordsy  configned  to 

oblivion.     ^  .  .  .         .  - 

All  obftacles  being  thus  removed,  the  minifterial  plan 

^  «p  port  ^£  punilhmcnt  was  next  unfolded.  In  this,^  as  had  been  ei* 
pe£ledj  Bofton  was  to  have  the  principal  ibare.  This 
town,  the  minifter  remarked,  had  been  the  place  whenee 
all  the  diforders  originated,  and  in  which  the  free  commerce 
to  America  had  been  deft];oyed  by  the  late  unheard--of  out^ 
raee ;  and  if  a  fevere  punifhment  were  not  inflided  on 
this  rebellious  city,  it.  would  be  altogether  impoiTible  to- 
prote£t  the  peaceable  part  of  his  majefty's  fubje£^s.  Had 
fuch  an  infult  been  offered  by  any  foreign  power,  the  n^ 
tion  would  have  been  called  upon  to  demand  fatisfa^lion 
for  it.  It  was,  therefore,  his  opinion,  .that  the  to«rn  of 
'Bofton  fiiould  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  tea  which  ^  had 
been  deftroycd  in  their  tport.  Nor  was  this  fufficient  pu«* 
niihment.  The  deftru^on  of  the  tea  was  aot  a  fingle  a£l 
of  injuftice.  The  city  had  been  in  a  long  courfe  of  fedition, 
and  muft  give  Security  that  trede.  iChould  be  peaceably  car- 
ried on  there  in  time  to  come*  as^  well  &s  that  the  laws 
(houldbe  obeyed,  and  the  duties. /paid*  Until  fecurity  of 
this  kind  ihould  be  given,  it  was  proper  that  Bofton  fhouid 
ceafe  from  being  a  port  j  which  privilege,  however,  ihould 
be  reftored  as  foon  as  his  majefty  was  fatisfied  of  the  re- 
formation, and  publicly  declare  his  fatisfa^ioa  in  coun- 
cil. Until  this  time,  the  cuftom-hdufe^fficers  ihould  be^ 
removed  to  Salem,  where  they  might  exercife  their 'func- 
tions in  fafety.  The  fuffering$  of  Bofton,  which  miift  ne* 
ceffarily,  in  tfiis  cafe,  enfue,  were  not  deierving  of  com- 
pai&on^  they  were  lefs  than  her  demerits  required.  She 
was  not  precluded  from  all  fupply,  as  the  port  was  only 
removed  to  feventeen  miles  diftance  ;  and  the  duration  of 
the  puniihment  was  entirely  in  her  own  power,  as  there 
was  no  doubt  that  his  majelty  would  exert  his  natural  cle- 
mency, by  reftoring  her  privileges,  as  foon  as  the  city 
ftiould  give  fufficient  evidence  of  her  repentence,  by  pay- 
ing the  debt  to  the  Eaft^India  Company,  contra£^ed  by 
her  own  violence^  and  give  full  aiTurance  of  obedience 
to  the  revenue-laws  in  time  to  come.  He  enlarged  on  the 
former  bad  behaviour  of  the  Americans.  They  had  threa- 
tened, when  the  ftamp-a£l  was  ptfled,  that  they  would 
not  pay  the  debts  they  owed  to  this  country^  the  4amp- 
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lA'wifs  repeated,  ^arid  Ihey  Had  rrot  paid;   Hie^tlireattvaj?  C  H  A  K 
rtpftittd  dn  fhc  prefent  occaiiori;  andSvonld  continually ;      IX. 
be  fo,  if  any  regard  was  paid'io  it.  --^Hictras  tht  more  hi-'^-  -v—  "^ 
ciined  to  the  bill,  that  it  required  no  milhiry  force  to  put*    ^774. 
it m execution;  fouifoffiTC  frigates* would  be  fufBcicnt' 
for  Ac  purpofe ;  but  fhould  itevien  require  the  aid  of  si' 
military  power,  he  fiiould  not  fcruple  to  ufe  it,  asit  might* 
aft  effectually  without  bloodfhecf;    Tc  Ws  very  improba*    • 
He  that  the  other  towns  would  be  ofFcrided  at  t;ne  punifli-;. 
rtent  of  this  refradbry  ctty  5  or,  if 'they  'fliould  combine, 
tkey  muft  take  the  confequencc  of  their  b^^ft  rebellteiis 
proceedings.    TTie  bill  was  then  brought  In^j  and  received 
wkh  general   stpplaufc,  excepting  by  a  fet^  of  the  moft ' 
diftii^ffbed  members  in  oppolition,  who  predifted,  that  March  18. 
the  ccrfifequ^nces  would  be  a  general  combination  iagainft  ^ 
the  Britiih  government  throughout  An^crica  j  but  as  ho 
regard  was  paid  to  thieir  opinions,  they  >^ould  not  divide 
on  the  qutftrbn.    In  the  courfc  of  the  debates,  hdweveri 
aBOth^t  pe^tion  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Bofland,  the  agent 
forMaflacbofetts-Bay,  defiringto  be  heard'for  the  council, ^*^^ij^'°"^*j^^ 
and  in  behalf  of  "Mmfelf  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  Bof-  bfu  rcjea-. 
tOQi^   But  this  i^etitToh  was  rejetted  by  miniftry,  on  pre-  cd. 
tenoe  that  the  agSnt  for  the  council  Was  not  agent'  for  the 
corporation  5  nor  could  any  agent  be  received  from  a  body 
corporate,  unlefs  he  were  appointed  by  all  the  neceflary 
conftituent  paft§  of  that  body.  The  council  was  alfo  fluc- 
tuafting,  and  the  body  ty  which  he  vt^as  appointed  could 
not  theft  be  "^ftually  exifltng.    AgaiAft  thefe  arguments, 
oppofition  indeed  exerted  a  little  of  it^forCej  but  charges 
oHnconfiftency  operated  very- little  upon  the  minifter, 
who  kd  ftill  further  flatutes  in  view. 

On  thte  5tbird' teadihg  of  this  bifl,  a  petition  was  gi- 
ven in  by  the  lord  mayor  of  London,  in  name  of  feve- 
ral  of  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of  !North  America, 
at  that  time-  refidihg  in  London.  In  this  it  was  fet 
Ml,  that  "  They  *  appi'ehend  it  'to  be  an  .  inviolable 
rule  of  tiat\ii*ai  juftiee,  that  no  riKan  %alT  be  condemned 
iinheard'5  and  that,  according  tb  law,  no  perfon  or  per- 
fons  can  be  judged  without  bHn^  called  upon  to  an- 
fwcr,  without  being  permitted  to  hear  the  evidence 
againft  them,  and  to  make  theif  defence.  They  conceive 
it)  therefore,  to  be  direftly  reptigiiant  to  every  principle  of 
jaw  and  juftiee,  that  fuch'a' fev'ereptin^illYment  ihould  be 
Midcd  on  the  town  of  Bbft6ii,  '^n'mout  the  faid  town's  ^ 
being  apprized  of  any  accufatiot^'  Brbltght  againft  them, 
or  having  been  permitted  to*  hear'the 'evidence,  and  make 
<bei|  defence.    The  law  in  America  afibrds  fufficient  re- 
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CH  AP.  drefs  for  any  injiA-ies.fuftalned  in  that  country,  a6  is  evi^^ 
IX.      dent  from  the  cafe  of  captain  Prefton  an4  his  foldier% 

4LyV\J  who  had  a  fair  trial  and  favourable  verdift,  in  a  cafe  where 
1 774-  every  circumftance  feemed  fo  ftrongly  to  militate  againft  it. 
WhUe  this  is  the  cafe»  they  apprehend,  that  the  interference 
of  parliamentary  power  is  dangerous  and  unprecedeiited> 
If  the  pj^rfons  who  committed  this  injury  are  known,  the 
India  company  have  recourfe  againft  them  by  an  a£tion  at 
common  law  •,  if  unknown,  the  petitioners  cannot  com- 
prehend by  what  rule  of  juftice  the  town  can  be  punifhed, 
for  •a  civil  injury  committed  by  perfons  not  known  to  be^ 
long  to  them.  The  cafes  brought  as  precedents,  viz,  of 
the  city  of  London  having  been  fined,  in  the  time  of 
Charles  11.  when  Dr.  Lamb  was  killed  by  perfons  un- 
known J  of  the  city  of  Glafgow  having  part  of  its  revenue 
fequeftrated,  when  a  mob  pulled  down  Mr.  Campbell's 
houfe ;  and  of  Edinburgh  in  the  affair  of  captain  Porte- 
ous,  were  not  to  the  point.  Thefe  cities  had  the  full  exe- 
cutive power  of  legiflation  within  themfelves;  but,  with 
Bofton,  the  cafe  was  very  different.  There  the  governor 
holds  that  power,  and  in  the  prefent  inftance,^  was  advifed 
by  his  majefty's  council  to  carry  it  into  execution.  If  it 
has  been  negledled,  he  alone  is  anfwerable  ;  if  it  has  been 
executed,  perhaps  at  this  inftant,  while  puniihment  is  in- 
Aiding  here  on  thofe  that  have  not  been  legally  tried,  the 
due  courfe  of  law  is, operating  there,  to  the  difcovery  and 
profecution  of  the  real  offenders." 

To  this  petition  no  anfwer  was  given,  nor  was  it,  in- 
deed, taken  into  the  confideration  of  the  houfe.  Admi^ 
niflration  infifled,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  hear  petitions  in 
.  behalf  of  a  town  which  would  not,  in  any  manner  of  way, 
acknowledge  their  authority.  The  trade  of  .England  called 
for  immediate  prote'ftion,  and  fliould  the  town  iA  Bofton 
be  allowed  to  plead  their  caufe  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic} 
it  would  fpin  out  the  affair  to  an  unreafonable  length.  It 
was  afked,  if  the  houfe  doubted  of  the  exiftence  of  the  of- 
fence, or  of  their  own  right  to  punifh  it  ?  To  leave  Bof- 
ton to  the  mercy  of  the  crown  was  doing  it  a  favour,  as 
mercy  could  no  where  be  better  placed  than  in  its  legal 
repolitory,  the  breaft  of  the  fovereign. 

The  debates  now  became  more  violent,  and  continued, 
for  a  long  time.  Oppofition  contended,  that  the  a£t  wa$^ 
not  for  impofing  a  fine  for  an  offence  j  and  although  it  hacl 
been  fo,  it  would  ftill  be  liable  to  the  fame  objedions.  It; 
was  fimply  a  profcription  of  one  of  the  greateft  trading 
towns  iti  the  Britifh  dominions,  by  prohibiting  the  ufe  o| 
^eir  pprt,  and  interrupting  the  commerce,  by  which  up* 
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vards  of  20,000  people  got  their  bread.  A  power  was  CH  AP. 
granted  to  his  majefty,  by  which  he  might  prevent  the  IX. 
port  from  being  ever  rcinftatcd,  if  he  ihould  think  C/"V>J 
proper  J  and  this  would  only  be  to  eftabliih  a  precedent  ^774* 
for  delivering  over  whole  towns  and  communities 
to  the  arbitrary  pleafure  of  the  crown.  This  was 
not  like  the  cafes  where  the  mercy  of  the  crown 
Wis  to  take  place  ;  for  none  were  at  the  mercy  of  the 
crown  except  thofe  whom  the  law  had  condemned  after 
a  fair  hearing,  which  had  not  been  done  with  regard  \6 
Bofton.  The  fraafaftion  was  altogether  without  a  pre- 
cedent: thofe  which  had  been  brought  did  not  apply.* 
The  towns  whofe  examples  were  fet  forth,  had  been  fined ; 
bat  no  example  could  be  brought  of  a  maritime  city  hav- 
ing been  deprived  of  its  port.  It  was  impoffible  to  con- 
ceal from  the  Americans,  that  the  a£l,  under  pretence  of 
indemnifying  the  £a(t-India  company,  was  to  enforce 
the  taxation  which  had  occafioned  fuch  a  general  flame. — 
The  confcquence  of  this  would  be,  a  general  combination 
of  all  the  colonies  in  behalf  of  the  diftrefled  city.  All  of 
them  were  as  guilty  as  Bolton  ;  for  not  one  of  them  had 
received  the  tea,  that  w;hich  was  not  deftroyed  having 
been  every  where  returned.  It  was  incredible  that  all 
this  violence  fhould  be  for  the  fake  of  trade  ;  for  not  a 
fingle  trader  or  manufafturer  had  made  a  complaint ;  not 
even  the  company  itfelf,  which  was  the 'immediate  fuffc- 
rcr. 

Though  thefe  arguments  were  vehemently  urged  bv 
oppdfition,  the  members  would  not  divide  on  the  quei- 
tion.  Tht  bill  was  accordingly  pafled  (March  25, 1774  0  m    h     1 
and  being  carried  up  to  the  lords,  it  was  warmly  debated  j     ^^ 
hut,  as  in  the  commons,  pafled  without  a  divifion. 

From  his  unexpe£led  fuccefs  in  this  meafure,  the  mi- 
tift^  was  moft  probably  emboldened  to  propofe  the  other  ^ 

penal  afts  which  were  pafled  during  this  remarkaWe  fef- 
fon.  By  fome  even  of  thdfe,  however,  who  had  voted 
for  fcutting  np  the 'harbour  of  Bofton,  it  was  propofed 
that  fomething  of  a  conciliatory  nature  fliould  accompany 
a  meafure  fo  very  harfli  and  rigorous.  As  the  tea-tax, 
therefore,  was  not  only  univerfally  detefted  by  the  Ame- 
ncans,  but  a  matter  of  little  confequence  to  government^ 
on  account  of  the  fmallnefs  of  its  produce,  they  thought 
Aat  a  repeal  of  it  would  be  one  of  the  moft  effeftuai 
n^erijods  of  procuring  the  good  w-ill  of  the  colonifts.^ 
This,  however,  was  rejefted,  on  account  of  the  appear- 
^cc  of  inconfiftency  which  it  would  give  to  the  tranfac- 
^as  df  adrainiitration,  and  the  unhappy  opinion  that^ 
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by  perfcviitiiig  m  coercive  meafurcs,  the  obftinacy  of  tke 
Americani  would  at  lad  be  overcome.  Inftead  of  this,  a 
new  coercive  bill  was  brought  in  for  *'  the  better  reguht- 
ing  the  government  of  MafTachufctts-Bay/'  By  this  the 
conftitution  of  the  province  Was  altered  from  the  phn  on 
which  it  (tood  according  to  king  William*s  charter ;  the 
democratic  part  being  entirely  aboliihed,  and  the  nomina- 
tion of  councillors^  jiidges,  and  magiflrates  of  all  kinds, 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  or,  in  fome  cafes,  of 
the  governor. 

The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  bill  were,  that,  by  rea* 
fon  of  the  diforders  prevailing  in  that  province,  the  co- 
lony was  not  only  diftrafted  within  itfelf,  but  an  ill-ex- 
ample was  fet  to  the  reft.  There  was  a  total  defedi  of  ex- 
ecutive power,  by  reafon  of  the  vitiated  ftate  of  the  de- 
mocratic part  of  the  conftitution.  The  governor  could 
not  appoint  magiftrates,  n6r  even  give  an  order,  without 
^e  confcnt  of  feven  of  the  council ;  the  military  could 
not  a£k  without  the  order  of  a  magiftrate  ;  and,  let  the 
tumults  be  ever  fo  outrageous,  no  tnagiftrate  would  call 
for  their  affiftance.  It  was,  therefore,  abfolutely  nccef- 
fary  to  reform  the  government  of  that  colony,  as  far  ad 
related  to  the  executive  and  judicial  powers.  The  juries 
were  alfo  improperly  chofen,  and  an  inftant  remedy  was 
required,  which,  it  was  hoped,  the  prcfent  bill  would 
fpecdily  afford. 

On  this  occafion,  oppofition  everted  itfclf  much  iliortf 
than  in  the  cafe  of  the  port  bill;  and  its  voice  was  fecondcd 
by  Mr.  Holland,  who  prefented  another  petition  to  the 
houfe,  requefting  time  to  receive  an  anfwer  from  the 
province,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  proceedings  earned 
on  agalnft  them;  but  it  was  refufed  by  a  majority  of 
ninety- five  to  thirty*two.  Another  petition  was  prefcntcd 
by  the  fame  perfons  who  had  given  tn  the  former.  The 
ftileofthis  petition  was  animated  and  nervous.  It  let 
forth,  **  That  the  bill  in  queftion  was  calculated  totteprive 
a  whole  province,  without  any  form  of  trial,  of  its  char- 
tered rights,  folemnly  fecured  to  it  by  a  compaft  between 
the  crown  and  the  people.  A  charter 'fo  granted  was 
never  before  altered  or  refumed,  but  upon  a  full  and  hit 
hearing;  on  which  account,  the  prefent  proeeediug  is 
totally  unconftitutional,  and  fets:  ah  example  which  ren- 
ders every  charter  in  Great-Britain  and  America  utterly 
infecure.  The  appointment  and  removal  of  the  judges  ' 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  governor,  with  falaries  payable  by 
the  crown,  puts  the  property,  life,  and  liberty  of  the 
fubjeft,  depending  upon  judicial  authority,  entirely  inhia 
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power.  The  petitioners  perceive,  by  this  aft,  a  fyftem  of  CHAP* 
judicial  tyranny  irripofed'Upon  them,  which,  front  the  bit-      IX* 
tcr  experience  of  its  intplcrable  injuries,  has  been  abd-  (y^Y\J 
lilhcdio  this  country."  The  petition  cpncluded  with  con-      '774^ 
juring  the  houfcj  in  the  mod  pathethic  manner,  «  to 
confider  that  the  re (Iraints  which  fuch  a£ls of  feverity  im- 
DQfe,  are  ever  attended  with  the  moft  dangerous  hatred. 
In  a  diftrefsof  mind,  which  cannot  be  conceived,  the  pe- 
titioners conjure  the  houfe  not  to  convert  that  zeal,  which 
bs  hitherto  united  every  American  hand  and  heart  in  the 
ioteiefts  of  Eni;)ai>d,  into  paflions  the  moft  painful  and 
pernicious.     Moil  earneftjy  they  befeech  the  houfe,  not 
lo  attempt  reducing  them  to  a  (late  of  flavery,  which  the 
Engliih  principles  of  liberty  they  inherit  from  their  mothet 
country,  will  render  worfe  than  death :  That  they  will  not^ 
hj  paffing .  thefc  bills,  reduce   their  countrymen   to  the 
molt  abje£l  (lace  of  mifery  and   humiliation,  or  drive 
Ihcm  to  the  laft  refources  of  defpair*'* 

This  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  and 
the  bill  foon  after  pafled  by  a  projJigious  majority.  It  wasj  May  a. 
however,  Mratmly  debated  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  where 
the  injuilice  of  condemning  the  colony,  and  taking  away 
Its  charter  without  any  form  of  procefsj  was  particularly 
Infilled  on  •,  as  alfo  the  impropriety  of  making  alterations 
in  the  charter,  without  even  having  it  laid  before  them: 
The  courts  and  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  were  likewife 
altered,  without  the  flighteft  evidence  being  produced  of 
any  one  of  the  inconveniencies  Hated  in  the  preamble.  To 
ill  thefe  objedlions,  adminiftration  made  one  general  re-* 
ply,  namely.  That  there  was  an  abfolute  neceffi^y  for  a 
powerful  and  fpeedy  remedy  to  a  government  which  was 
nothmg  but  diforder  5  and  that  there  was  no  time  for  go- 
ing through  the  ordinary  forms  of  juftice.  It  viras  evea 
fcid,  that  this  alteration  was  in  may  refpe£ls  beneficial, 
and  an  improvement  of  their  conftitution  ;  which,  how- 
ever, .was  denied  by  oppofition.  The  bill  paffed  in  the  up-  j^^y  ,,. 
perhou&  by  a  majority  of  ninety-two  to  twenty. 

The  minifter  having  carried  thefe   two  bills   witli  fo  Bill  for  the 
mucheafe,  now  brought  in  a  third,  intitled,  A  bill  for  the  adminiftra. 
impartial  adminiflration  of  juftice,  in  cafes  of  perfons  quef-  *|^^^^ 
tbned  for  any  a£ls  done  by  them  in  tlic  execution  of  the 
law^  or  for  me  fuppreifion  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  pro- 
vince of  M^fiachufetts  Bay  in  New -England."     By  tliis  it 
was  {HTOVided,  that  when  any  perfon  is  indi£led  for  mur- 
der, or  any  oUier  csqpital  ofienee,  and  that  it  fhall  appear  t» 
the  governor,  that  the  fa£l  was  committed  in  the  exercife 
€r  aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fuppref&ng  tumults  or  riotS;  and 
VoL»  V.  V 


148  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

GH  AP*  that  a  fair  trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  province,  he  fbaS 
IX.       fend  the  perfon  fo  indi£led  to  any   other  colony,  or  to 

I— -y  ^  Great-Britain,  to  be  tried.  The  charges  on  both  fides  to  be 
'774-      defrayed  by  tlie  cuftoms.     This  act  to  continue  in  force 
for  four  years* 

In  favour  of  this  aft  it  was  urged,  That  the  bill  was  fte- 
cefTary  to  give  efficacy  to  the  former.     It  was  in  vain  to 
appoint  a  magidracy  that  would  a£l,  if  none  could  be  found 
hardy  enough  to  put  their  orders  in  execution.    The  nu» 
merous  tumults  and  riots  gave  reafon  to  think,  that  blood 
would  be  fhed   in  the  fuppreffing  of  them  f  but  nobody 
would  rifle  the  event  of  executing  his  duty,  were  the  rio«* 
ters  themfelves,   or    their  accompli<;e$,  to   fit  in  judg* 
ment  upon  them.     The   aft  was  not  without  precedent. 
When  fmuggling  has  been  notorioufly  countenanced  i» 
one  county,  trials  for  it  have  been  direfted   in  another*. 
The  rebels  in  the  year  1 746,  were  tried  in  England,  tho* 
the  offence  was  committed  in  Scotland.     Particular  privi- 
leges muft,  in  all  cafes,  give  way  to  the  public  fafety ;  and 
in  cafes  of  great  danger  to  the  ftatc,  even  the  Habeas  Cor^ 
pus  aft  has  been  fufpended.  The  aft  did  not  eftablifli  any 
military  government,  but  a  civil  one,  by  which  the  former , 
was  much  improved.     There  was  a  neceffity  for  ihewing 
the  Americans,  that  Britain  would  not  put  up  with  their 
infults ;  and  that  even  when  exafperated  to  the  utmoft,  our 
meafures  were  not  cruel  and  vindiftive,  but  neceflary  and 
efficadous.     At  the  fame  time,  he  acquainted  the  houfe, 
tibat  the  ufual  relief  of  four  regiments  for  America  bad 
been  all  ordered  to  Boilon ;  and,  that  general  Gage,  in 
whofe  abilities  he  had  great  Confidence,  was  fent  out  ;as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces,  and  governor  of  Bofton : 
That,  while  proper  precautions  were  taken  for  the  fupport 
ef  magiilracy,  the  fame  fpirit  was  fhewn  for  the  punifliment 
of  offenders  5    and  that   profccutions   had  been  ordered 
againft  thofe  who  were  ringleaders  in  (edition.  Every  thing 
fhould  be  condufted  with  firmnefs,  andj  at  the  fame  time, 
legally  and  prudently,  as  he  had  the  advantage  of  being 
affifted  by  the   ableft   lawyers  j  and  he   made  no  doubt, 
that,  by  the  fteady  execution  of  the  meafures  now  taken, 
obedience,  and  the  bleiBngs  of  peace,  would  foon  be  re- 
ftored.     He  concluded  with   predifting,  tliat  the  event 
would  be  advantageous  and  happy  to  this  country* 

This  bill  was  more  violently  oppofed  than  .any  of  the 
former.  It  was  denied,  that  it  would  anfwer  the  end  pco- 
pofed,  namely,  the  procuring  an  impartial  trial  $  £or  if  a 
party-fpirit  againft  the  authority  of  Great-Britain  would 
induce  the  Americans  to  condemn  an  aftive  officer  a&  a 
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murderer,  the  fame  party-fpirit  againft  the  Americans  C  H  A  P . 
might  induce  the  inhabitants  of  Britain  to  acquit  a  mur-»  IX. 
deret  as  a  fpirited  performer  of  his  duty.  There  was,  in  v.^v^/ 
truth,  no  abfolute  fecurity  againft  the  effects  of  party-fpi-  1774. 
rit  either  in  Britain  or  America  ;  but,  before  the  exercife 
of  their  natural  rights  was  denied  to  the  Americans,  it 
ought  to  have  been  proved  that  in  fome  cafes  they  had 
abufed  them.  This,  however,  had  not  been  done  in  any 
oneinftancej  on  the  cositrary,  from  the  recent  cafe  of 
captain  Prefton,  it  appeared,  that  the  Americans  had  afted 
juftly  towards  him  5  fo  that  there  was  not  the  Icaft  reafoa 
to  doubt  of  the  impartiality  of  the  American  courts.  The 
intention  of  the  bill,  however,  was  not  the  adminiftration. 
of  juftice,  but  to  fet  up  a  military  government,  and  to  pro- 
vide an  indemnity  for  all  the  murders  and  outrages  which 
might  be  committed  under  that  barbarous  authority.  It 
t(ra6  impoiTible  for  the  relations  of  a  murdered  perfon  to 
profecute  at  the  diftance  of  3 odd  miles  from  their  fami- 
Kes  and  bufinefs.  The  charges  of  the  witneiTes  were  to  be 
borne  out  of  the  cuftoms,  but  the  governor  was  to  be 
judge  how  much  ought,  to  be  allowed  ;  and  they  could 
not  imagine  that  any  perfon  would, voluntarily„pfFer  him- 
fdf  as  a  witnefsj^^hcn,  by  that  means,  upon  a  mere  pay- 
ment of  charges,  he  was  to  be  removed  fo  far  from  his  na- 
tive country.  Thus,  a  poor  man,  whofe  finances  could 
fcarce  afford  a  profecution  at  home,  would  be  totally  ex-  ^ 
eluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  law  when  obliged  to  come 
to  Britain  for- that  pupofe.  It  was  ftrcnuoufly  maintained, 
therefore,  that  this  was  holding  out  an  encouragement  for 
all  kind  of  lawlefs  violence.  It  was  denied  that  the  cafes 
of  fmuggling,  and  the  rebellion  in  1746,  did  at  all  apply 
to  the  prefent  cafe  ;  as  the  diftance  to  which  the  parties 
were  removed  was  but  trifling  in  comparifon  with  that  be- 
twixt Great-Britain  and  America.  The  neceffity  of  this 
aft  was  denied,  even  on  the  fuppofition  that  no  juftice 
could  ever  be  obtained  in  New-England  5  as  the  governor 
had  it  always  in  his  power  to  reprieve  thofe  who  fliould 
happen  to  be  convitlsd  notorioufly  againft  law  and  reafon. 
It  was  apprehended,  that,  inft sad  of  promoting  juftice, 
this  aft- would  give  rife  to  affaffinations,  and  horrid  revenge 
among  individuals ;  nay,  that  it  would  moft  probably  oc- 
cafion  an  open  rebellion  throughout  the  colonies.^  On  thi$ 
occafion,  Mr.  Fuller,  who  had  ufually  fupported  adminif- 
tration, ended  his  fpeech  with  thefe  remarkable  words : 
"  I  will  now  take  my  leave  of  the  whole  plan.  You  will 
commence  your  ruin  from  this  day.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that 
not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen  into  this  error,  but  the  people 
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C  H  AP^'approvc  of  the  meafure.  The  people,  I  am  ferry  to  fay  \t„ 
IX.-*      arc  mifled ;  but  a  ihort  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency 

\  :  j.v.i.<w  of  this  bill.  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  headlor^g  to 
1774-     its  ruinj  it  is  this/* 

The  bill  having  paflSsd  the  houfe,  on  the  6th  of  May, 
W?$  alfo  warmly  oppofed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  where  it 
occafioned  a  protelt,  as  the  others  had'  alfo  done.  No  more 
bills  were  at  prcfcnt  projefted,  which  could  afFeft  the  co- 
Jony  of  New-England  in  particular  ;  but  that  which  con- 

^^  ^^  earned  the  province  of  Canada  or  Quebec,  was  peculiarly 
calculated  to  afFeft  the  whole.  The  objeds  of  this  bill 
were  tp  extend  the  limits  of  the  province  far  beyond  thcfe 
which  had  been  afligned  to  it  by  the  proclamation  in 
1763..  A  legiflativc  council  was  to  be  formed,  which 
(hould  have  the  whole  dire£lion  of  the  alTairs  of  the  pro- 
vince, taxation  only  excepted.  The  council  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  the  members  removable  at  pleaw 
fure,  and  the  Canadian  Roman  Catholics  to  have  a  place 
in  it.  The  French  laws  were  to  be  eftabiifhed,  and  a  trial 
without  jury  in  civil  cafes ;  but  after  the  Engiilh  manner, 
by  jury,  in  criminal  ones.  To  the  Romasn  Catholic  clergy, 
TeguJars  excepted,  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  cftates, 
.  and  tithes  from  thofe  of  their  own  perfuafion,  were  fe- 
cured.  It  was  faid,  in  favour  of  this  bill,  that  it  w-s  in- 
jtended  chiefly  for  the  French,  who  having  been  ^ccuftcm- 
ed  to  live  under  an  arbitrary  gcvernment,  h ad' lit|:le  under* 
{landing  or  regard  for  die  fcrm.s  of  a  free  cne  ;  and  they 
were  befidcs  very  nmch  averfc  to  a  popular  ri^prefentation, 
from  which  they  had  feen  fo  many  mifchiefs  ilow  in  the 
reft  of  the  colonies.  It  would,  at  any  rate,  be  unreafon- 
able  to  exclude  the  natives  totally  from  •  a  (hare  in  repre-* 
fentation ;  and  it  was  impoffible  to  fay  what  might  be  the 
iponfequences  .of  giving  tliis  privilege  to  a  people  newly 
taken  into  the  Brltifli  empire,  and  as  yet  not  ripe  fo^  Eng- 
lifli  government.  A  trial  by  jiiry  was  new  and  difguilfwl 
tp  them  ;  and,  as  to  religion,  it  had  been  cxprefsly  flipu- 
lated  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  that  they  fhould  be  allowed 
the  profeffion  of  theirs  in  the  moft  ample  manner.  The 
j)enal  laws  againft  Popery  did  not  £:.tend  beyond  the  Ifland 
of  Britain  ;  but  the  king's  fupremacy  extended  over  the 
whole  empire ;  and  there  y/as  a  claufein  the  a£l,  by  which 
it  was  'eftabiifhed  in  Canada  j  while,  at  the  fame  time,  by 
an  oath  prefcribed  as  a  teft,  the  allegiance  of  tlie  fubjt- fts 
was  fecured  from  all  claims  of  the  Papal  power.  Perfc- 
cution  on  account  of  religion  was  at  any  rate  odious  •,  ani 
people  cannot  be  faid  .l;o  hg.ve  the  freedom  of  their  own 
religiop,  whohaix  tUDt  the  choice  of  their  own  pricfthocd. 
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With  regard  to  the  nfiew  boundary,  it  wm  laidy  that  there  CH  AP^ 
were  French  fcattered  in  feverai  parts  beyond  the  limits      IX. 
affigned  in  the  pwxrlamation,  for  whom  provifion  ough^to  KyY\J 
be  made ;  and  there  was  one  entire  colony  at  the  IHenois.      *774- 

The  Quebec  bill  originated  ia  the  hovfe  of  lords,  where 
it  met  with  very  little  oppofition ;  but,  on  being  fcnt  down 
to.the  commons,  it  was  criticifcd  in  fuch  a  nu^nner  as  to 
alarm  the  miniftry.  It  was  found  neceflary,  therefore,  not  ' 
to  pufli  it  forward  with  fuch  \aolence  as  had  been  ufcd 
widi  the  other  bills,  but  rather  to  apologize  for  it ;  and 
this  was  done  the  rather,  that  the  fubjcct  of  religion  was 
concerned,  which  was  more  likely  to  make  it  unpopu- 
lar than  the  others.  It  was  allowed,  that  the  bill  came 
down  in  a  very  imperfc£i  ftate  from  the  lords ;  and  admi* 
niftration  would  be  open  to  conviftion,  and  content  to  any 
icafonaHe  amendments  that  might  be  fuggefted ;  the  plan 
might  be  difcuffed  more  at  leifure  than  that  of  regulating 
the  colony  of  Maffachufctts  Bay  ;  in  which  cafe  it  was  ne* 
ceffary  to  fhow  a  degree  of  vigour  and  decifion,  or  all  or- 
der might  be  loft,  and  government  entirely  confounded^ 
With  refped  to  Canada,  however,  the  cafe  was  differ- 
ent) as  the  people  there  were  difpofed  to  peace  and  obe- 
dience, though  the  government  ftood  very  much  in  need 
of  regulation. .  Great  altercations  enfued,  and  feverai  wit- 
nefcs  were  examined,  among  whom  were  general  Carl- 
ton, governor  of  Canada;  Mr.  Hay,  chief-jufticeof  that 
pro\nnce  ;  Mr.  Mazores,  late  attorney-general  and  agent 
for.thc  Engiifli  inhabitants  of  Canada  5  Dr.  Marriot,  the 
lung*s advocate-general  in  England;  and  Monf.  Lolbiniere, 
a  French  gentleman  of  confidc^rable  property  in  Canada. 

This  bill  was  oppofed  on  the  topic  of  religion  more 
Aanonany  other.  Oppofition  in  Tilted,  that  by  the  capitu- 
lation, no  more  than  a  bare  toleration  for  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion was  provided,  and  with  this,  the  people  were  con- 
"tsntcd  and  happy ;  but  now  the  cafe  was  fo  far  reverfed, 
that  the  Protcftants  enjoyed  no  more  than  a  bare  toleration; 
^ePopifli  clergy  were  entitled  to  a  maintenance  by  a  legal 
parliamentary  right,  while  the  former  were  left  at  the 
Kng's  difcretion.  It  would  have  been  but  r^fonable  to 
put  both  on  an  equal  footing.  To  enlarge  the  limits  of  the 
province  feemed  to  indicate  a  dcfign  of  fpreading  this  ar- 
bitrary plan  as  wide  as  poffible.  If  there  were  any  Cana- 
&ns  fettled  on  diftant  fpots,  it  was  no  doubt  proper  to 
provide  for  them ;  but  no  reafon  conld  be  given  for  an- 
nexing to  Canada,  immenfc  territories  running  along  the 
lack  of  the  other  colonics.  This  could  not  fail  to  aggra- 
vate their  difcontents,  and  they  would  ^tttributc  the  extenw 
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CHAP,  fionof  this  arbitrary,  military  government,  to  a  defign  of 
IX.      utterly  extinguifliing  their  liberties,  and  bringing  them  in* 
I—    V   '*  ixf  a  ftatc  of  the  moitabjea:  tafialage,  by  means  of  the  very 
»774.     people  whom  they  had  helped  to  conquer. 

Though  the  arguments  afcd  by  oppofition  could  not 
prevail  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the  aft  {torn  pafling,  they  ne- 
vertheiefe  occafioncd  fcvcral  alterations  to  be  made,  by 
which  its  apperance  was  very  much  changed,  though  tlie 
fubftance  remained  the  fame.     Motions  were  made  to  al- 
low juries  in  civil  cafes  at  the  cation  of  the  parties,  and 
to  grant  them  the  benefit  of  the  habeas  corpus  aft  5  but 
both  were  rejefted.  The  viftory  of  miniftry  on  this  ocqa- 
fion,  however,  coft  them  dear ;  as  it  occafioncd  much  more 
difcontent  throughout  the  kingdom  than  any  of  the  for*- 
mer,    and    regained   many  friends  to    the   Americans, 
which  had  been   loft  by  their  violence   at  Bofton  and 
other  places.     This  difcontent  produced  a  confiderablc 
oppofition  on  its  being  returned  to  the  lords.     Minority, 
however,  had  no   ftrength  in  numbers  5  the  viftory  of 
the  miniftry  was  complete,  and  the  feffion  was  not  con* 
JMc  %2.  eluded  till  near  the  end  of  June.     The  moft   fanguinc 
hopes  were  exprefled  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  that 
the  new  aft  would  be  attended  with*  the  beft  efFefts  in 
quieting  the  minds  bf  his  majefty's  fubjefts  in  Canada  ; 
and  the   miniftry  were  equally  fanguine  in  their  hopes 
•    that  the  fubmiflion  of  America  would  be  the  immediate 
confequencc  of  the  refolutc  fpirit  manifefted  by  the  par- 
liament, the  ftrength  fhown  by  the  miniftry,  and  the  ex- 
treme weakncfs  of  oppofition.    It  was  alfo  fuf)pofed,  that 
the  punifhment  of  Bofton,  by  fliutting  up  its  port,  wovid 
be  a  gratification  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  on  account 
of  the  great  advantages  arifing  to  them  from  thedeftruc- 
tion  of  its  commerce ;  the   terror  of  that  punifhment 
would  influence  the  other  colonies,  and  prove  the  means 
of  diflblving  that  powerful  confederacy  which  had  fecmed 
fo  likely  to  take  place  among  the  Americans.     In  all  this, 
however,  the  miniftry  were  exceedingly  miftaken.     The 
Violent       publication  of  the  letters  written  by  governors  Hutchinfon 
^'^tTn^^'^^*  and  Olivef  had  produced  fuch  a  flame  as  could  not  by  any 
at    o  on.    jjjggjjg  ^^.  allayed.     As  foon  as  they  were  difcovered,  the 
aflembly  had  voted  them  to  have  a  tendency  "  to  fubvert  \ 
the  conftitution  of  this  government,  and  to  introduce  ar- 
bitrary power  into  the  province."     A  committee  appoin- 
ted to  examine  them,  gave  their  opinion,  dated  June  15, 
J  773,  that  they  contained  aggravated  accounts  of  fadis, 
•and  mifireprefentations ;  and  that  one  manifeft  defign  of 
them  was  to  reprefent  the  matters  they  treat  of  in  a^  light 
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highly  injurious  to  the  proViace,  agaiait  whom  they  were  CHAP, 
wrote,  &c.    In  £agland,  alfo,  they  produced  fome  con*.     IX. 
fufion*     Copies  of  them  had  been  tranfitnitted.  thither,  ^-T-v-r-* 
aJong  with  a. petition  to  the  king  for  the  removal  of  gover-     i774- 
nors  Hutchinfon  and  Oliver,  in  confequence  of  which  Hutchin-^ 
they  were  laid   before  the  privy-council.    The  council  fon'«  letter* 
nAde  very  light  of  the  accufations,  but  feemed  very  much  ^*»^  before 
inclined  to  cen£ure  the  method  in  which  they  were  prc^  Ijo^dl!^" 
cored,  provided  they  could  have  known  it ;  though  Du 
Franklin,  who,  it  feems,  only  could  have  given  intelli* 
gence  of  the  matter,  did  not  think  proper  to  poblifh  it* 
Mr,  Wcdderburn,  in  his  fpeech  for  the  governors,  ani* 
madverted  feverely  on  the  dodor's  condudt,  which  he  eu-^ 
deavoured  to  reprefcnt  as  very  unfair. 

Previous  to  the  examination  of  thefe  letters  by  the  .  ,    . 
eooncil,  the  difcovery  of  them  had  occafioned  a  duel  be*  fought  in 
twixt  Mn  Whately,  a  banker,  brother  to  Mr.  Whately,  England, 
formerly  fecretary  to  the  treafury,  and  John  Temple^  efq,  ®^  account^ 
licttteaant-governor  of  New-H  amp  (hire,  on  a  fuppofition  England 
that  the  former  had  given  the  letters  to  Dr.  Franklin*  IcttcrH 
This  difagreeable  affair,  which  took  place  December  1 1^ 
1773,  ^^^   ^^  which  Mr.    Whately  was    dangeroufly 
wounded,  produced  the  following  manifefto  from  Dr. 
Franklin  :— 

<<  Finding  that  two  gentlemen  have  been  unfortunately 
engaged  in  a  duel  about  a  tranfacUon  and  its  circumitan^ 
ces,  of  which  both  o(  them  arc  totally  ignorant  and  in* 
nocent,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  declare,  (for  the 
prevention  of  farther  mifchief,  as  far  as  fuch  a  declaration 
may  contribute  to  prevent  it,)  that  I  alonp  am  the  perfon 
who  obtained,  and  tranfmitted  to  Boflon,  the  letters  Jin 
qiieftion.  Mr*  Whately  could .  not  communicate  them^ 
becaufe  they  were  never  in  his  pofieilion  ;  and,  for  the 
iame  reafon,  they  could  not  be  taken  from  him  by  Mn 
Temple.  They  were  not  of  the  nature  of  private  letters 
between  friends ;  they  were  written  by  public  officers,  to  , 
perfonsin  public  (tations,  on  public  affairs,  and  intended 
to  procure  public  meafures.  They  were,  therefore, 
handed  to  other  public  perfons,  who  might  be  influenced 
bf  them  to  produce  thofe  meafures.  Their  tendency  was 
to  incenfe  the  mother  country  againll  her  colonies  ;  and, 
by  the  (leps  recommended,  to  widen  the  breach;  which 
they  efFed:ed.  The  chief  caution  exprefled  with  regard 
to  privacy  was,,  to  keep  their  contents  from  the  colony- 
agents,  who,  the  writers  apprehended,  might  return  them, 
sr  copies  of  themj  to  America.    That  apprehenfion  was^ 
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CHAP,  k  (tttni,  well  founded  :  for  the  firft  agent  who  laid  bsin^# 
IX.       on  them,  thought  it  his  duty  to  tranfinit  them  to  his  con-' 

^yVXJ  ftituctitfi*  B.  Franklin^  agent  "for  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen* 
*774-      tatiws  $f  the  Maffachufitts-Bayi  Craven  fireet^  Decemier 

35*   ^773-"  •      , 

The  reft  of  the  Americans  fecm  to  have  been  of  die 

fame  opinion,  as  to  the  nature  of  thefe  letters,  with  l5^. 
Franklin.  A  vote  of  the  committee  appointed  to  examintf- 
them,  declared,  that  «  they  were  wrote  by  the  prefcnt  . 
governor  (Hutchinfon)  when  he  was  lieutenant-gOvernof 
and  chief-juftice  of  the  province,  who  has  been  reprefen* 
ted  abroad  as  eminent  for  his  abilities  as  his  exalted  ffa-* 
tion,  and  wds  under  no  obligation  tjcytranfmit  private  in- 
telligence 5  and  that  they,  therefore,  muft  be  confidcrcd 
by  the  pcrfon  to  whom  they  were  fent,  as  documents  of 
foHd  intelligence ;  dnd  that  gentleman  in  London  to  wfacm 
they  were  wrote,  was  then  a  member  of  the  Britifh  pat- 
liament,  and  one  who  was  very  aftivc  in  American  af- 
fairs }  and,  therefore,  that  thefe  letters,  however  fecttdy 
wrote,  muft  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have,  and  really  hadj 
a  public  operation." 

Whether  there  really  was  occafion  for  all  this  violent 
clamour,  the  reader  may  judge  from  the  followmg  paf- 
fage  in  one  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  letters  i--— "  I  never 
think  of  the  meafures  necefiaty  for  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  the  colonies  without  pain.  There  muft  be  art 
abridgement  of  what  are  called  Ertglijh  liberties*  I  relieve 
myfelf  by  confidering,  that  in  a  remove  from  the  ftate  of 
nature  to  the  moft  perfcft  ftate  of  government,  there  muft 
be  a  great  reftraint  of  natural  liberty.  I  doubt  wbethef 
it  is  poffible  t©  projeft  a  fyftem  of  government,  in  which 
a  colony,  three  thoufand  miles  diftant  from  its  parent- 
ftate,  (hall  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  the  parent-ftate.  I  am 
certain  I  have  never  yet  feeri  the  projeftion.  I  wifli  the 
good  of  the  colony,  when  I  wifli  to  fee  fome  further  re- 
ftraint of  liberty,  rather  than  the  connexion  with  the  pa- 
rent-ftate  (hould  be  broken ;  for  I  am  furc  fuch  a  breach 
muft  prove  the  ruin  of  the  colony." 

But,  in  however  heinous  a  light  thefe  letters  might  ap- 
pear to  the  Americans,  or  their  friends,  it  is  certain,  that 
the  privy-council  declared  the  charges  founded  upon  them 
to  be  frivolous  and  malicious,  and  their  requeft  for  the 
removal  of  the  governors  was  utterly  rejeiled.  The  affcm- 
bly  had,  in  ihe  mean  time,  prefented  a  remonftrance 
againft  Peter  Oliver,  juftice  of  the  fuperior  court  of  ju- 
dicature^  to  governor  Hutchinfon  and  the  council^  onac* 
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ixmnt  of  hi»  confenting  to  accept  a  falary  from  the  crown,  CII  AP. 
which  they  faid  wasdcftroyinghis  truft,  and  the  charter-      IX. 
ed  Tights  of  the  province.     This  was  followed  by  the  ad-  s^  V\J 
joarnment  of  the  fuperi«r  court,  from  the  day  on  which    ..^774 
it  was  legally  held,  to  a  further  day ;  it  bein^  judged  im-  j^'^'g^^!;^!  ,/x 
proper,  that  the  chief »juftice  ftiould  {\t  and  act  under  the  chiei-juf. 
pKfent  circuniftanccs,  and  uncertain   what  opinion  and  f'cc  Oliver, 
rcfoltttion  he  might  have  formed  concerning  the  matter  Ji^^^^nrf 
bid  bsfore  the  governor;     The  governor,   however,  re-    rcb.  24, 
fafeil  to  give  his  confent  to  this  adjournment;  of  confe- 
quence,  the  court  was  opened  in  the  abfence  of  the  chief- 
"Juftice,  and  adjourned  itfclf  to  the  day  folK)wing.     A 
mefiage  was  then  deiiyered  from  the  governor,  in  which 
he  declared,  that  he  could  have  no  hand  in  removing  thd 
thief  juftice  from  his  place,  left  he  (liouid  adt  in  exprcfd 
contradi£ttbn  to  his  majefty's  orders;  but,  that  he  fhould 
take  the  firll  opportunity  of  laying  their  rcmon  ft  ranee  be- 
fore his  majelly.      This,  occafioned-  an   addrefs  of   the 
whole  houfe,  petitioning,  that  he  would  take  the  advice 
of  the  council^  and  not  determine  by  hinifeifj  upon  one 
of  the  moft  important  affairs  of  the  province,  in  a  man- 
ner conttafy  to  the  moft  evident  dcfign  of  the  charter. — • 
They  concluded  with  afluring  the  governpr,  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  thechief-jufticc  inhis  place,  would  increafe 
the  uneafinefs  of  the  people  without  doors,  and  endanger 
the  public  trai  quillity.     Their  requeft   not  being  com- 
plied with,  they  proceeded  formally  to  exhibit  articles  of  " 
Impeachment  againft  Mr.  Oliver,  as  having  a  «'  dcfign 
to  fubv«rt  the  conftttution  of  the  province  as  eftabliftied 
by  Boyal  charter,  arid  to  introduce  into  the  fuperior  court 
of  judicatute,  a  partial,  arbitrary,  and  corrupt  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice^  by  accepting  of  a  falary  from  his  ma- 
jefty,  inftead  of  the  ufual  grants  of  the  people."    Along 
with  this  charge,  they  fent  a  copy  of  a  paper  delivered  by 
the  chief- juftice  in  his  own  vindication.     In    this  he  fet 
forth,  "  that  during  fevcnteen  years,  in  ^hich  he  had  held 
his  office,  he   had  fuiTered  great   inconvenience  by  ne* 
glefting  his  private  bufinefs,  and  not  having  a  falary  at  all 
Adequate  to  the  fupport  of  his  family.    He  had  repeatedly 
thrown  himfelf  on  former  aflemblies  for  relief,  but  had  ne- 
ver been  able  to  obtain  redrefs.     For  thefe  reafons,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  en  him  to  accept  of  his  majefty's  fa- 
lary 5  and  this  he  had  only  had  for  two  years  :  but^  as  to 
any  future  grant,  he   did  not  think -himfelf  at  liberty  to 
refufe  it,  leit  he  fhould  incur   the    cenfure  of  his    fove- 
reign  ;  and,  as  he  had  it  only  "during  his  good  beha- 
VoL.  V.  X 
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CHAP,  viour/'  this  might  be  confidered  as  a  fufBcie^t  bias  againft 
IX.       any  mal-adminiftration  in  regard  to  his  office/' 

\ty^V^\j  This  paper  was  enumerated  among  one  of  the  high 
'774.  crimes  and  mifdemcanors  of  wl|ich  Mr.  Oliver  had  beea 
guilty.  It  was  filled  *<  an  ungrateful,  falfc,  and  malici- 
ous attempt  to  lay  an  imputation  en  his  majefty's  govern- 
ment ;'*  and  the  impeachment  being  fully  completed,  it 
was  voted  to  carry  it  to  the  governor  by  a  majority  of  92 
to  8  5  but  Mr.  Hutchinfon  being  previoufly  acquainted 
with  their  defign,  informed  them  by  a  meflage,,  that  be 
had  no  authority  to  take  cognizance  of  any  qrimcsor  mif- 
demcanors whatever ;  and,  at  any  rate,  as  their  procefs 
was  uneonflitutional,  he  could  not  give  any  countenance 
,  to  it.  But^  as  this  was  found  to  be  infufficient  to  make 
them  give  up  their  attack,  he  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
it  by  diiTolving  the  afTembly,  which  wafr  done  in  the  end 
<>f  March,  1774. 
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CHAPTER    X 


lEmeral  Gage  arrives  at  Bojlon Solemn  League  and  C^* 

venant Meafures  for  holding  a  General  Cotigrefs • 

Oppojed Bojtoniam   refniBory Boflbn^  Neck  forii^ 

Jied Suffolk  Delegates t:A  General   Affemhly  called 

and  countermanded '^Ihe  Affeinbly^  ho'wever,  meets • 

Friends  of  government  take  refuge  in  Bojlon Schemes 

for  its  Relief General  Congrefs    meets  at  Philadelphia 

■  "P,arHament  dljfoived* 


THE  diffolution  of  the  ajTembly  of  Maffichufetts  Bay 
was  among  tke  lail  acls  of  governor  Hutchinfon  ;  CH  AP. 
he  being  foon  after  fuperfedecl'by  the  arriystl  of  general        X. 
Gage — ^a  perfcn,  in  the  opinion  of  miniftry, ,  more  likely  v.^^sy^-^^ 
to  prove  agreeable  to  the  people.  But  whatever  advantages       1774- 
might  have  been  accomplifhed  by  his  appointmen^,   they 
were  utterly  effaced  by  the  news  of  the  Port  Bill,  which  Jj^^'l^'^rf. 
had  been  received  on  the  15th  of  Miy,  four  days   before  bill  arrives 
the  arrival  of  the  ne\y  governor.     The  fir  ft  cfFeft  was  one  at  Uollon. 
of  thofs  defper.ite  exertions  of  popular  rage,  which  had 
been  but  too  frequent  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
dif^utes.'    A  vaft  number  of  copies  were  priated  with  a 
death's  head  ufExed  to  them,  and  hawked  about  the  ftreets, 
under  the  name  of  "  A  barbarous,  bloody,  and  inhuman 
murder,"  with  the  moft  vehement  denunciations  of  ven- 
geance ;  though  the  better  lort   of  people  endeavoured, 
as  yet,  to  rcilrain  this  extravagance.    The  cafe  was  much 
the  fame  at  New- York,  where  the  bill  was  printed  in  a 
fimilar  manner,  and  hawked  about  under  the  fame  name. 
Ten  thoufand  copies  of  it  were  throwh  off,  and  diftribu- 
ted  in  different  places  ;  and  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants 
^as  called  on  the  occafion.     1  his  wae  alfo  the  fitft  x^^ 


-Arrival  of 
general 

Gage. 
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C  H  A  P.  lar  ftep  taken  at  Bofton,  where  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  being 
X.       ch ofcii  moderator,  it  was  unammoully  voted,  *'  That  it 

^XW'  would  be  the  falvation  of  the  liberties  of  America,  fhould 
^7 If  all  the  other  colonies  come  into  a  general  non-importa- 
tion and  exportation  agreement,  both  with  regard  to 
Great-Britain  and  the  anionics,  until  the  aft  for  blocking 
up  the  harbour  fhould  be  removed."  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  communicate  this  refolution  to  the  towns  of 
Marblehead,  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  1 
meetin;T  then  adjourned  to  the  19th,  and  were  pafling  j 
(imilar  refolutions,  when  general  Gage  arrived.  The  uni- 
verfal  difcontent,  howevef,  did  not  prevent  the  people 
from  receiving  their  new  governor  with  -proper  marks  of  I 
refpeft.  Indeed,  their  rage  was  now,  in  fome  meafure,  1 
converted  intd  a  calm  and  determined  refolution  to  refift ; 
while  the  refoiutirn  to  enforce  obedience  fecmed  to  be 
equally  ftrong  on  the  other  fide.  All  proper  civilities,  there- 
fore, were  p^id  by  both.  The  govcnior  called  an  aflembly 
according  to  the  terms  .of  rhe  charter.  As  little  bufinef$ 
then  came  before  the  ho  11  fe,  a  projeft  was  formed  of^ 
hurrying  through  it  as  fall  as  poflible,  that  the  aflembly 
might  have  it  in  their  power  to  adjourn  themielves  to  a 
future  day,  wihout  receiving  any  formal  intelligence  of 
their  intended  removal  to  Salem;  but  before  this  could 
be  accomplifhed,  the  governor  having  got  intelligence  of  , 
their  defign,  adj.^urned  them  unexpeftedly  to  Salem,  on 
the  7th  of  June  following.  Previous  to  this  adjournment 
they  had  prefented  a  petition  for  appointing  a  day  of  fail-  , 
Jngand  prayer,  vith  which  he  did  not  comply.  He  had 
afterwards  thcfatisfacflion  to  receive  an  addrefs,  figned 
by  127  of  the  beft  afilcted  inhabitants  ;  in  which,  bcfides 
the  ufual  compliments,  they  exprefTed  great  hopes  from 
the  general's  public  and  private  character  ;  di  fa  vowing, 
at  the  fame  time,  all  lawlefs  violences  ;  and  lamenting  that 
a  difcretionary  power  was  not  lodged  in  his  hands,  .of  ref- 
toring  trade  to  its  former  courfe  immediately,  on  the  terms 
of  the  law  being  complied  with  ;  and  (hewing,  that  as 
the  aft  then  Rood,  notwiihflanding  the  mod  ready  com- 
pliance, fo  much  time  would  be  loll  before  his  favourite 
account  of  their  conduft  could  reach  the  king  and  coun- 
cil in  order  to  produce  the  wifhed-for  efFeft,  as  muft  ne- 
ceiTarily  involve  them  in  the  utmoft  mifery  and  ruin. 

This  addrefs,  however,  was  in  a  few  days  coiinterafted 
by  another  from  the  council,  containing  fome  very  fevere 
refledlions  on  the  conduft  of  his  predecefTors,  to  whofe 
machinations,  both  in  concert  and  apart,  they  attributed 
|he  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  difunion  of  the  colonies 
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Sirfththe  mother  country,  gs  well   as  all  the  calamities  CHAP, 
which  afFefted  the  province.    They  further  declared,  that      X. 
thejr  claimed  no  more  than  the  rights  of  Engliftimen,"  {^yY\J 
without  diminution  or  abritigement ;  and  thefe,  as  it  was      *5'74.  ' 
the  indifpenfible  duty  of  that  board,  lb  it  fliould  be  their 
conftant  endeavour  to  maintain,  to  the  Utmoft  of  their 
power,  in  perfeft  confidence,  however,  with  the  trueft 
loyalty  to  the  crown,  the  jufl  prerogatives  of  which  they 
would  ever  be  zealou.'?  to  fupport. 

This  addrefs  was  rejedled  by  the  governor,  who  would  j^^  rejeai 
not  fufiir  the  chairman  to  proceed  any  farther  than  to  that  an  addrcff 
part  which  contained  the  reflections  on  his  predeceflbrs  ;  ^^^^  ^^^ 
telling  him,  that  he  would  afterwards  give  an  anfwer  to  f^^fcn 
the  *council  in  writing.     This  was  done  by  amefTage,  in  tatiTcs, 
which  he  informed  them,  that  he  could  not  receive  an  ad- 
drefs containing  indecent  refledions  on  his  predeceflbrs, 
who  had  been  tjried  and  honourably  acquitted  by  the  pri- 
yy-council,  and  their  condudl  approved  by  the  king. — 
This  addrefs  he  conlidered  as  an  infult  upon  his  majefty, 
.the  lords  of  his  privy-council,  and  an  afFronc  to  hirafelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Bofton  port- bill  had  been  almofl: 
equally  refcnted  throughout  the  whole  continent.  Provin- 
.cLd  meetings  were   every  where  held,  non-importation  ' 

«ind  exportation  agreements  entered  into,'  with  the  moft 
fpiritcd  refolutions  to  affift  their  diftrefled  brethren  at 
Bofton.  In  Virginia,  the  houfe  of  burgelTes  appointed 
the  firft  of  June,  the  day  on  which  the  Bofton  port-bill 
took  place,  to  be  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  failing,  humiliation, 
and  prayer,  to  implore  the  divine. interpofition,  to  avert 
the  heikvy  calamity  which  threatened  deflruftion  to  their 
civil  rights,  as  well  as  all  the  evils  of  a  civil  war,  and  to 
give  one  heart  and  one  mind  to  the  American  people 
throughout  the  continent,  firmly  to  oppofe  every  injury 
to  their  rights.  A  fimilar  refolution  was  adopted  by  all 
the  other  colonies.  On  receiving  intelligence  of  this  re- 
folution, th%  governor  immediately  diffolved  the  afTem- 
bly ;  but  before  this  was  accomplifhed,  eighty-nine  of 
the  members  entered  into  an  aflbciation,  in  which  they 
declared,  that  an  attack  made  upon  one  colony,  in  order 
tp  compel  fubmiflion'to  arbitrary  taxes,  was  an  attack  on 
all  the  reft,  and  threatened  ruin  to  the  rights  of  all,  un- 
lefs  the  united  y^ifdom  of  the  whole  was  applied  to  pre- 
vent it.  It  was,  therefore,  recommended  to  the  commit- 
tee of  correfpondence,  to  communicate  with  the  feveral 
committees  of  the  other  provinces,  on  the  expediency  of 
appointing  deputies  from  the  different  colonies  to  meet 
ariHually  in  general  congrefs,  and  to  deliberate  on  thofe 
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CH  A  P.  general  meafures  which  the  united  interefts  of  Ameficn 
X.      might,  from  time  to  time,  render  neccfiary.     They  con- 
iy^/^yj  eluded  with  a  declaration,  that  a  tendur  regard  for  the  in- 
*774-     terefts  of  their  fellow-fubjeas,  the  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers of  Great-Britain,  prevented  them  from  going 
further  at  that  time, 
vio'ent  At  Philadelphia,  the  people  were  fomewhat  more  mo- 

<iiici)nients  derate.  They  appcnnted  a  committee  to  write  to  the  in- 
*^^^^ '"^^^*j"^  habitants  of  Bofton,  In  this  letter  they  wifhed  to  have 
j;ent.  "  Jthe  fenfe  of  the  province  in  general ;  but  obferved,  that 
all  lenient  applications  to  government  ftiould  be  tried  be- 
fore recourfe  was  had  to  extremities  ;  that  it  might  per- 
haps be  right  to  take  the  fenfe  of  a  general  congrefs«  be- 
fore the  defyerate  meafure  of  putting  an  entire  (lop  to 
commerce  was  adopted  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  it  would  be 
right  to  refcrve  that  meafure  as  the  laft  refource,  when  all 
others  had  failed.  If  the  making  reftitulion  to  the  Eaft- 
India  company  for  the  tea  which  had  been  deftroyed, 
would  put  an  end  to  the  "unhappy  conteft,  and  leave  the 
people  of  Bofton  upon  their  ancient  footing  of  conftitu- 
tional  liberty,  it  could  not  admit  of  a  moment's  doul^t 
V^hat  part  they  Aould  adl.  But  it  was  not  the  value  of 
the  tea  ;  it  was  the  indefeafible  right  of  giving  and  grant- 
ing their  own  money,  a  right  from  which  they  could  ne-*- 
vcr  recede,  that  was  now  the  matter  in  coniideration. 

At  New- York,  a  town-meeting  was  alfo  held,  and  a 
committee  of  oorrcfpondeace  appointed,  although  govern- 
ment had  yet  a  much  more  powerful  intereft  in  that  co- 
lony than  in  any  other.  The  people  of  Marylan(L  how- 
ever, exceeded  all  the  reft  in  the  violence  of  their  ref&lu- 
tions.  One  of  thcfe  was  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  any 
lawfuits  for  debts  owing  to  Great- Britain  :  however,  this 
Tcfolution  was  never  put  in  pradlice,  nor  adopted  by  the 
fubfequent  provincial  meeting.  In  general,  the  propofai 
of  the  Boltonians  to  (hut  up  the  ports  throughout  Ame- 
rica, was  coldly  received,  though  the  behaviour  of  the 
Critifh  miniftry  v/as  every  vsherc  condemned  with  almofl 
the  fame  marges  of  difapprobation,  and  every  meafure  that 
could  be  thought  of  was  adopted,  to  fhcw  their  detcftation 
of  the  Bofton  port-bill,  and  their  determmation  to  oppofe 
it  in  every  poilible  manner. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  Bofton  reprefentatives  at  Salem, 
a  mction  v/;is  palled,  in  which  they  declared  the  expedi- 
ency of  a  general  meeting  of  committees  from  thejeveral 
colonies,  and  fpccified  the  purpofcs  for  which  fuch  a 
needing  v/ould  be  neceffary  •,  and  five  of  the  moft  remark-- 
able  lead'jrs  of  the  popular  faciio;i  were  appointed  mcnjL- 
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b€rs  of  a  committee  to  reprefent  the  province  of  Maffa- CHAP.- 
chufetts-Bay ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  fum  of  500I.  was        X. 
voted  to  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  important  truft  re-  ^^,^-v-^^ 
pofed  in  them.    This  laft  refolution,  however,  b^ing  re-      ^774* 
jefted  by  the  governor,  the  aflembly  paiTed  a  refolution  to 
recommend  to  the  feveral  towns  and  dillri£l:s  within  the 
province,  to  raife  the  500L  in  quellion  hy  eqwitable  pro- 
portiotis,  according  to  the  laft  provincial  tax.     A  recom-* 
'  mendation  of  this  kind  had,  at  prefent,  all  the  force  of  a 
law,  and  was  as  pundually  obeyed  as  the  moft  pofitivc 
injunftions   of    a  fovereign.     The   aflembly,  therefore, 
confcious  that  the  time  of  their  di  Ablution  was  at  hand,, 
determined  to  prefcribe  rules  for  the  condu£bof  the  peo- 
ple, under  the  fpecious  title  of  recommendations.     A  de^ 
claratory   refolution   was  accordingly   pafled,  in  which 
they  exprefled  their  opinion  of  the  ftate  of  public  affairs, 
and  of  the  defigns  of  government.     They  fet  forth,  that 
1  they,  with  the  reft  of  the  American  colonies,  had,  for  a 
;  long  time,  been  ftruggling  under  the  heavy  hand  of  pow» 
i  er  5  their  dutiful  petitions  for  redrefs  of  intolerable  griev- 
I  ances  had  not   only  been  difregarded,  but  it  appeared 
more  and  more  to  be  the  fixed  and  determined  defign  of 
t  government  totally  to  alter  the  free  conftitution  and  civil 
I  government  in  Britiih  America,  to  cftabiifh'arbitrary  go- 
[  vernments,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants  to  flavery.     The 
I  non-confumption  af  Indian  teas  was  recommended  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  as  well  as  the  difcontinuance  of  the  ufe 
of  all  goods  imported  from  Great-Britain,  or  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  until  the  grievances  complained  of  (hould  be  to- 
tally redrefTed  ;  and,  that  this  might  be  the  more  cffeftu- 
ally  put  in  execution,  it  was  recommended  to   ufe  every 
poffible  means  of  encouraging   the  American  manufac- 
tures. 

As  it  was  well  known  that  fuch  refolutions  muft  prove 

very  ofFenfive  to  the  governor,  the  utmoft  care  had  been 

taken  to  keep  the  tranfaftions  of  the  committee,  by  which 

Aey  were  made,  a  profound  fecret.     By  fome  means  or 

other,  however,  general   Gage   obtained  intelligence  of 

^at  was  going  forward,'  and,  therefore,  fent  his  fccre- 

'   tary  to  difTolve  them  on  the  very  day  the  committee  in« 

I  tenued  to  give  in  their  report.    The  afTembly  were  aware 

j   of  his  intention,  and  kept  the  doors  fhut.     The  fecretary 

I   then  iicquainted  the  houfe,  that  he  had  a  meffage  ivom, 

I   the  governor,  and  defired  admittance  to  deliver  it  j  but 

!   on  this  being  refufed,  he  read   the  proclamation  for  dif- 

folving  the  afTembly  on  the   ft  airs  leading  up  to  the  af- 

fembly-room  j  and  this  tranfa£tion  put  an  end  to  the  long 
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CHAP,  feries  of  contentions  between  the  governors  of  Maflachu- 
X.       fe.tts-^ay  and  their  aflemblies. 

u.^y— .-I  It  has  formerly  been  obferved,  that  great  part  of  the 
1774.  minifterial'hopeswerc  fotfnded  on  the  rivnifhip  between 
the  town  of  Salem  and  that  of  Bofton,  which  feemed  the 
f  more  reafonable,  as  violent  contefts  had  frequently  taken 
place  among  the  towns  of  that  province,  with  regard  to 
their  commercial  interefts.  In  this,  however,  as  in  every 
thing  elfe  regarding  this  unfortunate  conteft,  the  minif- 
try  were  found  to  ht  miftaken.  The  inhabitants  of  Sa- 
lem prefented  a  moft  pathetic,  though,  at  the  fame  timey 
a  fpirited  and  manly  addrefs  to  the  governor,  in  which, 
with  regard  to  Bofton,  they  exprefs  themfelves  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  :  "  "We  are  deeply  afFe£^ed  with  a  fenfe  of 
our  public  calamities  ;  but  the  miferies  that  are  now  ra- 
pidly haftening  on  our  brethren,  in  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, greatly  excite  our  commiferation;  and  we  hope  your 
excellency  will  ufe  yon r  endeavours  to  prevent  a  farther 
accumulation  of  'evils  on  that  already- forely  diftrefled 
people.  By  fliUiting  up  the  pott  of  Bofton,  fome  ima- 
gine, that  the  ccurfe  of  trade  might  be  turned  hither,  and 
to  our  benefit  5  but  nature,  in  the  formation  of  our  har- 
bour, forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  tommefce  to  that 
convenient  mart.  And,  were  it  ctherwife,  we  muft  be 
dead  to  every  idea  of  juftice,  loft  to  'A\  feelings  of  huma- 
nity, could  we  indulge  one  thought  to  feize  on  wealth, 
and  raife  our  fortunes  on  the  ruins  of  our  fulTcring  neigh- 
bours." In  other  refpefts  they  exprefied  the  greateft  re- 
gard for  the  mother  country,  as  well  as  concern  for  the 
prefent  unhappy  differences,  to  conciliate  v/hich,  they 
profcfi'v^d  themfelves  willing  to  facrifice  every  thing  com- 
patible with  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  Britlfli  fubjecis. 

Confiderable  dependence  had  alfo  been  placed  upon  the 
influence  of  the  merchants,  whofe  inlereft  it  was  to  op- 
pofe  all  refiftance  to  the  mother  country.  But  though 
thcfe  had  uniformly  declared  againft  all  violent  meafufes, 
they  w  ere  found  no  lefs  determined  in  their  refolutions 
not  to  fiibmit  to  the  obnoxious  afts  than  the  reft.  Indeed, 
it  was  by  no  means  fafe  to  profefs  an  intention  of  a61ing 
otherwifc  5  for,  though  it  had  all  along  been  inckiftrioully 
inculcated  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  that  the  friends 
of  government  were  the  ftrongeft  party  in  America,  an 
event  which  took  place  about  this  time  made  it  evident, 
that  the  cafe  was  far  otherwife.  At  the  time  that  one  of 
the  town-meetings  was  held  at  Boilon,  the  friends  of 

_  government  attended,  and  made  an  attempt  to  pafsrefo- 

lutibns  for  the  payment  of  the  tea,  and  for  diflblving  the 
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fcoHMhittcc  oi  correfpoiidence ;  but^  inftcadof  cflfedingCH  AP< 
this,  they  found  themfelves  loft  in  a  prodigious  majority,       X. 
and   could  only   teftify    their  fentiments  by  protefting  ^XVV^ 
againft  the  proceedings  of  the  reft;     The  flame  was  ftill      1174- 
increafed  by  the  news  of  the  other  coiercivp  bills  relative 
to  the  province   of   Mafiachufetts-Bay,  rough  draughts 
of  which,  as  well  as  of  one  for  quartering  the  troops  at 
Boftoa,  were  fen t  over,-  and  circulated  through  the  con- 
tinent with  the  utmoft  celerity;     Even  the  moft  moderate 
now  began  to  waver,  and  the  fanguinc  friends  of  govern- 
ment to  abate  of  their  zeal.     The  (hutting  up  the  ports 
how  came  to^  be  a  neceflary  meafure  ;  liberal  contribu- 
tions for  the  town  of  Bofton  were  every  where  recom- 
incnded  and  collcdlcd ;  at  the  fame  time,  they  were  com- 
mended, in  the  higheft  terms,  for  their  perfeveran'ce  and 
patience  in  their  fuflPerings,  and  ftrongly  exhorted  to  con- 
tinue in  thfeir  refolution.     Thefc  exhortations  were  not 
long  of  producing  the  moft  feniible  efFefts;  An  agreement 
was  framed  by  the  committee  of  correfpondence  at  Bof-  Solemri 
ton,  in  which  they  bound  themfclves  moft  folenlnly,-  and  icaguc-andl 
in^he'prefence  of  God,  tofufpendall  commercial  inter- ^®^^""*' 
courfe  with  Great-Britain,  from  the  laft  day  of  the  month 
of  Augtift  enfuing,  until  the  Boftott  port-bill,  and  the 
other  hte  obnoxious  afts,  were  repealed,  and  the  colony 
of  Maflachufetts-iBay  fully  reftored  to  its  chartered  rights. 
They  alfo  bound  thcmfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not  to 
ceinfume,  or   to   purchafe  from   any  other,   any   goods 
whatever,  which  arrived  after  the  fpeciSed  time ;  and  to 
break  off  all  commerce,  trade,  and  dealings,  with  any 
who  didj  as  well  as  with  the  importers  of  fuch  goods.-— 
In  the  fame  manner  they  renounced  all  future  intprcourfc 
and  connection  with  thofe  who  fhould  refufe  to  fiibfcribet 
the  agreement,  or  fome  other  fimilar  to  it ;  to  which  they 
annexed  the  dangerous   penalty  of  having  their  names 
publiihed  to  the  world,  as  enemies  to  the  liberties  of' 
America. 

This  agrcenlerit,  which  they  called  a  Solemn  League  and 
Covenant^  was  circulated,  together  with  a  letter  from  the  ?^f^t 
committee  of  correfpondence,  throughout  the  whole  con-  general 
tinent,  and  every  where  entered  into  with  the  greateft  Gage, 
tagcrnefs ;    and  indeed  jmany  fimilar  agreements  were 
made,  without  any  previous  concert,  throughout  various 
Jfarts  of  the  continent.  General  Gage  oppofed  a  proclama- 
Uon  in  which  he  ftiled  the  covenant  an  unlawful,  hoftile, 
and  traitorous  combination,  contrary  to  the  allegiance  due 
to  the  king,  deftruftive  of  the  lawful  authority  of  the 
Britifii  parliament,  &c.  at  the  fame  ti^ie  warning  all  per- 

Vot.  V.  T 
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CHAP,  fons  againft  the  pains  and  penalties  incurred  by  fuch  dan-* 

X.        gerous  and  complicated  offences,  and  charging  all  magif- 

^     ^"^   ^  trates  to  apprehend  and  fecure  for  trial  thofe  who  fhould 

1774.      be  found  guilty  of  fubfcribing  the  covenant  formed   at 

Bofton,  or  any.  other. 

In  return  to  this  proclamation,  the  covenanters  recri- 
minated, by  aflerting,  that  the  governor  had  aflumed  aa 
unconftritutional  power ;  nay,  a  power  which  the  fovereign 
himfelf  could  not  legally  affume,  viz.  the  making  thefe 
things  be  confidered  as  treafoh  which  the  laws  did  not 
deem  fuch ;  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  aflemble,  in 
order  to  confider  of  their  grievances,  and  the  means  pro- 
per to  redrefs  them  ;  to  form  affociaiions  for  the  purpofe, 
and  that  the  proclamation  was  equally  arbitrary,  odiou5> 
and  illegal. 
Mcafurct         '^^^  neceffity   of  a  general  congrcfs  being  now  uni- 
for holding  vcrfally  believed,  deputies  were  chofen  for  the  purpofc 
a  general     throughout  all  the  colonies,  Philadelphia  was  fixed  upon 
coDgrca.     f^j.  (ijg  place,  and  the  beginning  of  September  for  the 
time  of  its  meeting.  Where  the  Affembly  of  any  province 
happened  to  be  fitting,  as  was  the  cafe  with  Maflachufistts 
Bay,  deputies  to  congrcfs  were  appointed  by  them  5   but 
where  this  was  not  the  cafe,  the  people  chofe  their  ufual 
number  of  reprefentatives  from  whom  the  delegates  were 
chofen :  The  number  was  proportioned  to  the  extent  of 
the  province,  two  being  the  lead  and  feven  the  greateft 
number  for  any  colony  ;  but  whatever  the  number  of  i:c- 
prefentatives  was,  each  of  the  colonies  had  only  a  fingle 
vote. 

Before  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  congrefs, 
a  petition  of  near  900  4  freeholders  was  prefented  to  go- 
vernor Penn,  requefting  him  to  call  a  general  affembly  as 
foon  as  poflible  y  but  this  being  refufed,  they  proceeded 
to  the  eledlion  of  deputies  to  reprefent  the  colony  in  con- 
July,  grefs,  who  met  in  that  city  in  the  month  of  July,  1774- 
The  proceedings  of  this  body  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
fticwed  ;  them  to  be  well  calculated  to  go  through  the 
arduous  talk  they  had  undertaken,  and  ought  to  have 
given  them  a  much  better  charafter  in  Britain  than  that 
of  the  leaders  of  an  headlong  mob.  They  fet  out  with 
theftrongeft  profeffionsof  duty  and  allegiance  to  the  kingj 
declared  their  abhorrence  of  every  idea  of  an  unconffi- 
tutional  independence  on  the  parent  ftate  ^  on  which  ac- 
count they  viewed  with  the  deepeft  concern  the  unhappy 
differences  with  Great-Britain,  as  being  certainly  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  interefts  of  both.  But  while  they  expreffed  the 
warmcft  wiflies  for  a  rc^ongiliation  with  the  mother-coun- 
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try,  they  reprobated  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  the  bills  relative  CHAP. 
to  Maflachufetts-Bay,  and  declared  that  they  confidered       X. 
their  brethren  at  Bofton  as  fufFering  in  the  common  caufe  ^— "y"*-^ 
of  all  the  colonies.    They  declared  the  ahfolute  neceflity      i774« 
of  a  general  congrefs,  to  contrive  a  proper  plan  of  c«n- 
6\iGt  for  all  the  colonies,  in  order  to  relieve  their  fufFer- 
ing brethren,  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances,  and  firmly  re- 
eftablilh  the  friendlhip  between  Great-Britain  and  Ameri- 
ca. They  declarec}  alfo,  that  though  they  acknowledged  a 
fufpehfion   of  commerce  with  Great- Britain  would  be  a 
very  diftrcfSng  meafure;  they  were  ready  not  only  to  un-  , 

dergo  that,  but  much  greater  inconveniencies,  in  order  to 
preferve  their  liberties :  hov/ever,  it  was  their  earneft 
defirc  that  congrefs  would  firft  try  the  gentle  mode  of 
Rating  their  grievances,  and  making  a  firm  and  decent' 
claim  of  redrefs.  The  dealers  alfo  were  requefted  not  to 
raife  the  price  of  their  merchandize  beyond  the  ufual 
rates,  on  account  of  aay  refolutions  that  might  be  taken 
with  regard  to  importation  ;  and  it  was  alfo  threatened, 
that  the  province  of  Philadelphi  1  would  break  off  all  in-  • 
tercourfe  with  any  dty,  town,  or  colony  on  the  continent, 
or  with  any  individuals  in  them,  who  ihould  refufe  or 
neglcfl:  to  carry  into  execution  any  fuch  general  plan  as 
fliould  be  adopted  by  the  general  congrefs. ' 

In  Virginia  (imilar  refolves  were  entered  into  by  the 
delegates  to  congrefs  for  that  province ;  to  which  they 
added  a  refolution  not  to  purchafe  any  more  flaves  from 
Africa,  the  Weft-Indies,  or  any  other  place.  Their  non- 
importation agreement  was  to  take  place  on  the  firft  of 
November,  1774  ;  and  if  the  grie\»ances  were  not  redref- 
fedby  the  loth  of  Auguft,  1775,  they  refolved  to  export: 
no  more  tobacco,  nor  any  other  goods  whatever,  to  Great- 
Britain.  To  render  this  laft  refolution  the  more  efFe<i^ual, 
they  ftrdngly  recommended  the  cultivation  of  fuch  arti- 
cles of  hulbandry,  inftead  of  tobacco,  as  might  form  a 
proper  bafis  for  manufaftures  of  all  forts.  They  particu- 
larly refolved  to  improve  their  breed  of  iheep  to  the  ut- 
moft,  and  to  kill  as  few  as  poffible,  in  order  to  increafe 
their  number ;  and  concluded  with  a  refolution  to  declare 
ftich  as  oppbfed  their  determinations  to  be  enemies  to 
their  country.  Similar  refolutions  were  adopted  in  Mary- 
land, and  even  in  the  Carolinas,  though  it  feemed  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  how  the  latter  could  fubfift  without  ex-  v 
portaiion. 

Thus  were  the  Americans,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  g^ypjjgnff 
adminiftration,  fo  far  determined  to  refiftance  by  thofe  unioaof the 
Tery  mcaiis  which  had  been  judged  effectual  for  reducing  cdlonite. 
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CHAP,  them  to  obedience,  that  a  war  feeiQed  inevitable,  unleiV 
%^       government  (hould  think  proper  to  relinq.uifii  the  affair  of 

|,  ly  „  ^  taxation  entirely.  Though  various  circumftances  contrir 
l^;;4.  buted  to  make  the  people  in'fome  places  lefs  violent  in 
their  behaviour  dban  others,  they  were  n^verthelefs  uni^ 
verfally  determined  to  lacrificc  life  and  property,  rather 
thanfubmit  to  taxation  by  any  foreign  |^ower.  War  was 
now  begun  to  be  fpoken  of,  and  preparations  openly  made 
for  it.  At  Newport,  in  Rhode- Ifland,  a  paper  was  ftuc^ 
up  with  the  motto  Join  or  Die  !  in  large  capitals  ;  the 
blocking  up  the  harbour  of  Bofbon  was  reprefented  as  an 
ai£):  of  hoftility,  a  fiege,  and  an  invafion  of  the  colonies. 
**  The  generals  of  defpotifra,"  faid  they,  «<  are  now  drawr 
ing  the  lines  of  circumvallatioQ  aroOnd  our  bulwarks  of 
liberty,  and  nothing  but  unity,  refolution,  and  perferverr 
ante,  can  fave  ourfel^es  and  our  pofterity  from  what  i% 
worfe.than  death— flavery." 

The  Boftonians,  in  the  mean  time,  felt  (everely  the 
efie£ts  of  (hutting  up  their  port.  Liberal  contributions 
had,  indeed,  been  raifed  for  them  throughout  the  conti-- 
nent,  but  thefe  were  infuificient  to  keep  off  diftrefs.  Indeed, 
it  may  eafily  be  conceived,  that  in  a  town  containing  up- 
wards of  20,000  inhabitants  who  had  fcarce  any  othor 
means  of  fubfiftence  than  by  commerce,  it  would  be  no 
,eafy  matter  to  counteraft  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from 
a  total  deprivation  of  trade.  Even  the  rich  had  their  fhare 
}n  the  calamity,  as  mod  of  their  property  coniifted  in 
wharfs,  werehoufes,  ihades,  and  other  ere£l:ions  for  the 
^urpofe  of  commerce,  which  the  ihutting  up  of  their  port 
rendered  totally  ufelefs.  Thefe  diftreffes,  however,  far 
from  having  any  tendency  to  foften  their  minds,  or  A\i^ 
pofe  them  to  fubmiffion,  only  inflamed  tliem  the  more 
againft  the  partifans  of  government ;  nor  were  the  new$ 
of  them  received  M^ith  lefs  indignation  throughout  the 
continent.  Exhortations  to  perfeverance,  and  congra^ 
tulations  on  their  magnanimous  condu^l,  were  fent  froai 
every  quarter  5  while  thofe  towns  wljo  might  have  drawQ 
.  fome  advantage  from  their  diftrefles,  by  reafon  of  the 
vicinity  of  their  fituation,  generoufly  offered  them  the  ufe 
of  their  (lores  and  wharfs,  and  to  tranfad):  bufmefs  for 
them  without  expenfe. 

Notwitbftanding  this  fo  untverfal  combinat;^on,  the  go* 
pernors  of  the  colonies,  and  even  the  Pritifli  miniftry, 
feem  to  have  been  infatuated  with  a  notion  that  the  whole 
was  only  the  proceeding  of  a  mob,  inflamed  by  fome  de- 
figning  perfons,  and  which  muft  of  courfe  ceafe  in  a  very 
ihorttime*    They  oughx  to  have  confidered  that  tho^  o^ 
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pofition  to  goTernment  in  ATiierka/was  campofed  of  tbe  (7H  AP^ 
mod  numerous^  ^s  weli  aa  the  mod  i^efpefirable  chh  of       Jf^ 
people  there,  viz.  ih«  landholdersy  who  were  too  many  s^/^v-x/ 
to  be  bribed,  and  by  far  too  daring,  and  fuU  of  enterprifc^      1774. 
to  be  fafely  defpifed.    Leaders  they  no  ck>ubt  had  ;  but 
diough  thefe  leaders  had  been  cut  off,  other*  would  iii» 
ftantly  have  fucceeded  in  their  place  ;  n^y,  fo- univerfally 
was  the  common  caufe  underllood,  »nd  fo  much  did  one 
fpirit  pervade  the  whole,  that  almod  every  man  was  ca- 
pable of  becoming  a  leader,  had  he  been  called  to  the  da- 
fcion.     The  friends  of  gov<:rnmcnt,  indeed,  were  com- 
pofed  of  the  opulent  and  wealthy,  but  they  were  without 
that  influence  which,  attends  thofe  in  fimiiar  ciiTCumdan* 
ces,  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic.     Addrcfi'cs  were  pre  fen  ted 
from  fome  of  thefe  to  governor  Hutchinfon  on  his  dcpar-* 
ture  from  Britain,  and  to  general  Gage  on  his  arrival ; 
but  they  were  f|ar  from  being  able  to  cope  "wich  the  im** 
menfe.  number  who  oppofed,  and  whom,  as  they  took 
care  to  keep  their  tranfa£bions  as  fecret  as  poflible,  the 
governor  fuppofed  to  have  no  exiftcnce.     How  litt4e  in* 
2tt«oce  general  Ga^  pofleffed  at  this  time  may,  indeed > 
be  cqllefled  from  the  following  circumdance.     By  one  olF 
the  late  adls  of  parliament,  town- meetings  were  driftly 
lorbid  without  the  governor's  leave.     About  the  middle 
of  Augud,  1774,  the  general  called  fome  of  the  fcka.  oa°eaf. 
men  of  Bodon  to  attend  him ;  and,  on  their  appearance^  tempts  in 
jpve  them  tlie  a£l  of  parliament  to  read  ;  after  which,  his  va»»*  *^ 
■jcxceUency  told  them,  that  he  was  ready,  on  application,  ["5^.^7 ' 
jto  give  liberty  for  a  town- meeting,  if  he  diould  judge  it  mcetingi. 
^expedient ;  and  on  their  reply,  that  the  provincial  laws 
had  been  the  rijle  of  their  condu6^  in  thefe  matters,  Iw 
faid  he  was  determined  to  put  the  atis  of  parliament  in 
execution,  an^  they  mud  be  axifwcrable  for  any  bad  con* 
ii&^ueiice  which  mig^t  enfue.     So  little  regard  was  paid 
10  this,  however,  that  printed  notifications  were  paded  up 
^U  Salem,  only  five  days  after,   defiring  the  merchants, 
freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants,  to  meet  at  the  town<* 
houfe,  in  ojcder  to  confer  with  deputies,  from  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  on .  the  late  aflrs  of  parliament ;  and  it 
was  added,  that  this  intimation  was  given  at  the  defirc  of 
^e  commiccee  of  correfp^ndeiice.    This  produced  a  pro- 
xilamatioia^  in  which  thefe  meetings  were  declared  illegal, 
and  all  perfons  warned  againd  the  confequences  of  at* 
teihding  them.     To  fuch  warnings,  however,, the  people 
.paiii.no  regard.    The  conMnittee  avowed  thepading  up 
of  tho^  paper  containing  the  notification,  wlien  quedioned 
,4>n  th^  fubjciS:.     Qa  being  told  that  they,  mud  abide  hj 
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CHAP,  the  confequences,  and  defired  to  difperfe  the  inhabitant* 

X.       now'  affembled,  they  replied,  that  the  inhabitants,  being 

Vy'V^^  already  met,  would  do  whatever   they  thought  proper, 

1774.     and  that  the  committee  could  not  oblige  them  to  difperfe* 

The  general  then  declared  it  a  fcditious  meeting,  which 

being  denied  by  the  committee,  his  excellency,  in  a  paf- 

fion,  told  them  that  he  was  come  to  execute  the  laws, 

not  to  difpute  about  them ;  the  fheriff  would  firft  go  to 

the  meeting,  and  dcfire  them  to  difperfe  ;  if  he  was  dif- 

obeyed,  the  governor  would  fupport  him. 

It  is  poffible,  that  by  a  well-timed  exertion  of  military 
\  power  at  fuch  a  critical  jundure,  fomc  degree  of  terror 
might  have  been  ftruck,  as  people  did  not  yet  fuppofe 
themfelves  wholly  Removed  from  under  the  jurifdidion 
of  Britain.  But  the  governor,  inftead  of  apprehending 
the  committee-men  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the  printed 
notices,  allowed  the  meeting  to  be  begun  before  he  fent 
for  the  committee  j  and  while  he  was  in  conference  with 
them,  the  meeting  difpatched  their  bufmefs,  and  difperfed 
before  the  foldiers  could  reach  them.  Some  of  the  com- 
mittee were  afterwards  arretted  ;  but  the  legiflative  power 
was,  by  far,  too  weak  to  inflid  any  punifhmcnt  upon 
them. 

This  dilatorineis  in  fupporting  the  fmall  remains  of  ci- 
vil power  by  the  military,  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been 
one  great  caufe  of  the  total  iofsof  America  to  Great-Bri-. 
tain.  The  colonies  were  now  in  actual  rebellion  as  much 
as  at  the  time  that  hottilities  were  commenced  5  ne^cr- 
thelefs,  there  was  no  care  taken  to  fend  over  a  number 
of  forces  fufficient  to  give  efficacy  to  the  afts  of  parlia- 
ment. Two  regiments  had,  indeed,  been  landed  at  Bof- 
ton,  with  a  fmail  detachment  of  artillery,  foon  after  the 
arrival  of  governor  Gage,  and  thefe  were,  in  a  fhorc  titne, 
reinforced  by  others  from  different  parts.  Their  arrival 
was  confidered  by  the  inhabitants  as  another  ftep  in  the 
progrcfsof  the  minifterial  plan  to  cnflave  them.  A£tual 
hottilities  were  confidered  as  on  the  point  of  being  begun, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  country  held  them- 
felves ready,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  :fly  to  the  relief 
of  the  Bottonians.  Trial  was  made  of  tbeir  refolution* 
by  the  fpreading  of  a  report,  (contrived  perhaps  for  this 
very  purpofe)  that  a  regiment  had  been  potted  at  Boiton 
Neck,  in  order  to  cut  off  all  communication  with  the 
country,  that  fo  the  inhabitaTits  might  be  ftarved  into  a 
compliance  with  the  minifterial  meafures.  On  this,  a 
great  number  of  the  country  people  aflembled,  and  dif- 
patched two  meflengere  to  town^  by  whom  the  inbabiw 
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tants  were  informed,  that  had  the  report  been  true,  fcve-  CHAP* 
rai  thoufstnd  armed  men  were  in  readinefs  to  march  to 
their  afnUance ;  but  that,  ihould  the  people  of  Bofton  be 
difpofed  to  furrender  their  liberties,  the  country  people  ^774- 
would  not  think  themfelves  included  in  the  ad.  By  the 
late  acts  of  parliament,  and  the  bills  (till  in  dependence 
there,  the  charter  of  MalFachufetts-Bay  was  utterly  va- 
cated, and  the  compadl  between  Great^Britain  and  the 
people  of 'MaOachufetts-Bay  entirely  deftroyedi  fo  that 
the  people  were  left  at  liberty  to  combine  in  any  manner 
they  thought  proper  for  their  mutual  fecurity. 

General  Gage,  itill  willing  to  try  what  effe£ts  might 
be  produced  by  his  authority  as  governor,  ifTueda  procla- 
mation for  the  encouragement,  as  he  faid,  of  piety  and  July  ai4 
virtue ;  and  the  puni(hment  of  vice,  profanenefs,  and 
immorality.  This  proclamation  was  worded  in  a  very  un- 
happy manner,  and  looked  racher  like  an^  accufacion  o£ 
the  people  to  whom  it  was  addrefied,  than  any  thing  elfe* 
They  confider^d  it  accordingly  as  an  infult ;  efpecially» 
as  the  writer  of  the  proclamation  had  unluckily  inferted 
the  word  hypocrify  among  the  immoralities,  which  no 
doubt  implied  a  reflection  on  the  general  character  of  the 
Boftonians,  whofe  affected  fanctity  of  manners  fubje£ted 
them  to  the  ridicule  of  their  neighbours. 

About  this  time  a  formal  notification  of  the  new  laws 
was  fent  over ;  and  governor  Gage  received  a  lift  of  thir-  ^ntan«  re* 
ty-fix  new  counfellors  chofen  by  the  crown,  in  conformity  fufe  fubjec** 
to  the  new  regulations,  and  contrary  to  the  old  method  ^i°°  ^<*  ^^ 
prefcribed  by  charter,  by  which  they  were  to  be  elected  ^^^  ** 
by  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  About 
twenty«four  of  thofe  accepted  their  office,  which  was  a 
fufficient  number  for  carrying  on  the  bufinefsof  the  pro* 
Yince ;  the  remaining  twelve,  either  through  fear  or  prin- 
ciple,  declined  the  acceptance  of  their  feats.  Thofe  wh(^ 
had  the  courage  to  accept,  were  foon  made  fenfible  of  the 
dangerous  error  they  hadjcommitted*  Their  houfes  were 
furrounded  by  great  bodies  of  people,  who  compelled 
them  to  refign  their  newly- accepted  office.  Moft  of  them 
fubmitted  to  the  conditions  impofed  upon  them,  and 
figned  whatever  the  people  were,  pleafed  to  prefcribe ; 
while  thofe  who  had  the  refolution  to  hold  out,  unlefs 
they  had  tlie  good  fortune  fo  efcape  to  Bofton,  were 
threatened  with  the  ptmoft  violence  both  to  their  lives 
and  properties.  The  new  judges  were  in  the  fame  dif- 
agreeable  fituation.  They  were  every  where  prevented 
from  executing  their  office.  The  great  and  petty  juries 
throughout  the  province  unanimously  refufed  the  oaths> 
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C  H  AP.  referring  the  court  for  their  reafons  to  a  paper  whiA  one' 

X*       of  them  had  in  his  hands,  which,  however,  was  refufcd  a 

{^^"YSJ  hearing.    In  fome  places  the  people  aifembled  in  namer- 

,  1774-      ous  bodies,  and  filled  the  court-houfo» in  fuch  a  manner 

tliat  neither  the  judges  nor  officers  could  find  accefs  ;  and 

on  the  {hcrifPs  commanding' them  t(r  make  way  for  the 

Court,  they  replied,  that  "  they  knew  of  n6  courty  nor 

other  cftablilhment  independent  of  the  ancient  laws  and 

tifages  of  the  country  ;  nor  would  they  fubmit  or  gire 

way  upon  any  ^erms  whatever." 

The  conftitution  of  Maflachufetts-Bay  was  thii^  entirely 
deftroyed  j  the  old  government  being  taken  away  by  ads 
of  parfiBinent,  and  the  new  one  reje6^ed  by  the  people; 
Amidft  this  anarchy,  however,  it  was  furprifing  to  obferv^ 
the  eflScacy  of  long  eftabliflicd  habit  and  fubmiffion  to 
laws.  No  particular  exceflcs  were  committed  ;  nor  did 
the  people  difcovct  any  inclination  to  deviate  from  the 
eftabliflicd  laws  of  order  and  jiiftice,  except  fuch  as  arofe 
from  the  oj5pofition  to  the  Britifli  legiflaturc,  and  the  vio- 
lences confe^tient  upon  that  difpofition. 

General  Gage,  in  the  mei^n  time,  began  to  prepare  for 
that  CTifis  to  which  matters  ^'ere  fo  rapidly  tending.  The 
frequcftt  difcrtion  of  the  foldiers  under  his  command  fur- 
nifhed  the  firft  pretence  for  guarding  the  ifthmtis  which 
connefts  the  peninfula  of  fiofton  with  the  niain  latid, 
iJofton        ^"^  *^  called  Bofion  Neck.  The  continued  outrages  of  the  , 
•Neck  for-    people,  and  their  determined  oppofition  to  the  Britiftlc-  J 
U&tdi         giflature,  now  manifefting  itfelf  by  military  preparations^  1 
was  an  additional  reafon  for  fortifying  the  neck  of  hti 
juft  mentioned.    The  people,  notwithftanding  therf  owrt 
preparations  for  war,  thought  it  unreafonable  that  the  ge- 
neral '{hotrld  take  any  fteps  for  his  defeijce.    They  com* 
flamed  of  his  dcfignirtg  to  cut  off  the  communication  be-, 
twixt  the  town  and  conrttry,  which,  however,  he  denied 
in  the  ftrtfngeft  terms ;  and  as  they  afTured  him  tliat  they 
had  no  intention  of  declaring  war  againft  his  MajeAy's 
troops;  fo  he, on  his  part,  gave  them  the  moft  fdcmn 
irffurancc  that  he  would  not  commit  any  ztl  of  hoftility 
againft  them.     Another  ftep  which   he  foon  afteif  took^ 
could  not  be  fo  cafily  cxcufed  to  them,  however  ncccflary 
it  might  be  in  the  pofttirc  of  affairs  at  that  time.     It  w>* 
ciiftbmary  to  make  an  annual  mufter  of  the  militia  of  Ac 
|yrovince,  and  the  general  having  conceived  fome  fufpt- 
cions  of  their  condufk  when  affembled,  feized  upon  the 
ammtmition  and  ftores  lodged  in  the  provincial  arfenal  at 
Cambridge,  and  caofed  tiiem  to  be  brought  to  Bofton.— 
At  th«  fame  time,  at  quantity  of  powder  was  feized  xxjo^f 
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#hich  had  been  lodged  Ifi  the  nfiag^zines  at  Charleftowh  CHAP, 
and  fome  other  phicesy  though  partly  private  property.       X. 
This  conduft  the  Americans  imputed  to  fecrct  advifers  i-— y^»/ 
tod  tate-bearersj  on  whom  indeed  they  laid  the  blame  of      '77^  ' 
111  that  had  happened ;  but  whatever  might  be  the  caufe^ 
It  is  certain  that  ncr  proceeding  of  the  governor  had  hi- 
therto tended  fo  much  to  increafe  the  popuiar  rage.  Some 
thottfands  of  people  inftamly  aflembled,  and  it  was  not 
ivithout  the  greateft  dif&culty  that  they  were  prevented^ 
by  fome  of  the  more  modeirate,  from  marching  diredly 
to  Boilony  demanding  the  powder^  and,  in  cafe  of  a  rc- 
fufal,  commencing  dircdHy  an  attack  upon  the  troops.  A 
feport  having  at  the  fame  time  been  fpread,  that  the 
ftips  znA  troops  had  attacked  .the  townf  of  Bofton»  and 
ivete  therr  firing  upon  it,  a  vaft  multitude  of  people  un- 
der arms  immediately  afiembledy  and  marched  towards 
the  city,  in  otder  to  relieve  their  diftrefled  brethren  5  nor 
eould  they  be  undeceived  until  they  had  marched  a  con«'      * 
£derable  part  of  the  way. 

Every  thing  now  began  fcr  #ear  the  moft  gloomy  aC- 
pcft^  The  governor's  company  of  cadets  difbanded 
Ihemfelvesy  and  returned  him  the  ftandard,  which,  ac- 
tordiwg  to  cuftom,  he  had  prefented  them  with  on  his 
acceflion-'  This  company  confifted  entirely  of  gentlemen 
ef  Boftony  who  had  hitherto  been  well-affeded  to  go- 
termnentiT  They  offered  this  affront  to  the  general  on 
account  of  his  having  depriyed  Mr.  Hancock  of  his  com- 
miffion  as  dieiY  coloneh  At  the  fame  time,  one  colonel 
Murray  haiving  accepted  of  a  feat  in  the  new  council^ 
twenty-four  of  his  officers  refigned  their  commiffions  is 
tmc  day. 

A  meeting  of  delegates  was  now  held  from  all  the  Meeting 
pffefc^i  towns  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,,  of  which  Bof-  of  tficSuf-^ 
ton  is  the' capkaly  with  a  view  to  take  pubUc  affairs  un-'foik^ele-^ 
der  co^deration,  particularly  the  late  tranfa£lions  of  ^**^'*  , 
fortifying  Bofton  Neck)>  and  the  feizing  of  the  powder. 
In  thb  affShnUy  th«  de^rations  of  allegiance  were  more 
hmt  than  ufual.    Still,  however,  they  declared  their  loy- 
alt]f  to  the  king  ^  but  at  the  fame  time  they  infifted,  that 
it  was  ^leir  duty,,  by  all  lawful:  means,;  to  defend  their' 
"mil  and  religious. rights  and  liberties.     The   late  ads 
they  declared  to  be  gcofe  ittfradions  of  thefe  rights,  and 
that  no-  obedience  was  doc  from  the  province  to  thefe 
afts,  or  any  part  of  them;  on  Ac  contrary,  they  confi-* 
dcrcd  them  as  attempts  of  anr  abandoned  miniftry  to  ef- 
tablifli  defpotic  government  in  America.     They  engaged 
tttat  the  county  ihouid'  indemnify  thofe  who  fuficred>  f»ff 
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CHAP,  difobcdience  to  the  new  government ;  nay,  tliat  if  the 
counfellors  themfelves  did  not  very  foon  refign  their  feat9, 
'  they  fliould  be  confidcred  as  incorrigible  oiienders,  and 
^T^^'  enemies  to  their  country.  Refolutions  were  alfo  pafied 
againft  the  Quebec  bill,  the  fortifications  at  Bofton  Neck, 
for  the  fufpenfion  of  commerce,  the  encouragement  qf  art* 
and  manufaftures,  and  efpecially  the  holding  of  a  pro-» 
vinjcial  congrefs,  and  the  pay;nent  of  all  due  fabmiQion  to, 
the  refolves  of  the  approaching  continental  one. 

,At  this  meeting  alfo  it  was  refolved,  thatr  the  people 
fhould  perfeft  themfelves  in  the  art  of  war  j  for  which 
purpofe  the  militia  were  to  exercife  themfelves  once  a* 
week.  It  had  been  reported  that  feveral  gentlemen  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  moft  confpicuous  by  contending 
for  the  violated  rights  of  their  country,  were  about  to  be 
apprehended;  but  in  cafe  fuch  an  atrocious  meafure fliould 
be  carried  into  execution,  they  recommended  it  to  the 
people  to  feize  all  the  officers  of  fuch  a  cruel  and  tyrannic 
cal  government,  and  keep  them  in  fafc  cuftody,  until  the 
former  fliould  be  rcflrored  in  fjifety  to  their  families.  T« 
-  the  colleftorsof  taxes,  and  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
it  was  recommended,  that  they  fhould  not  pay  it,  as  ufu^ 
al,  into  the  treafury,  but  detahi  it  in  their  own  bands  un- 
til the  civil  government  of  the  province  was  reftored  to 
its  former  footing,  or  until  it  fliould  be  oitherwife  deter- 
mined by  a  provincial  congrefs.  With  all  thbfe  formidable 
refolutions,  however,  they  declared  that  they  meant  not 
to  declare  war,  but  to  ad  entirely  on  the  defenfive  ;  they 
exhorted  the  people  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  to  avoid  aU 
riots  and  diforderly  proceedings  ;  and,  by  a  fl:eady,  mapr 
ly,  and  uniform  oppofition  to  the  tyrannical  meafures  of 
government,  to  merit  the  approbation,  of  the  wife,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  free,  in  every  age  and  country. 

General  Gage,  in  the  mean  time,  willing  to  oblige  the 
people  as  far  as  poflible,  bad  ifllied  a  proclamation  for 
Gage  calls  holding  a  general  aflcmbly ;  tut  the  alarming  height  to 
a  general  which  the  general  refentment  of  the  people  waS'  carried, 
^^d°^^  un'  ^^^^  ^^  extraordinary  refolves  of  the  delegates-  of  Sufiblk 
terinand"'it  county,  now  determined  him  to  alter  his  refolution.  He 
by  a  pro-    therefore  iffued  another  proclamation,  by  which  the  affem- 

slTTar*  ^^y  ^^^  ^^*^^  ^^  °^^^^'  ^^  ^^^  "^^  *^  mortification* 
*^  *  ^  *  however,  to  find  that  his  atithority  was  totally  at  an  end. 
The  proclamation  was  deemed  illegal,  and  the  eleftion  oi 
members  every  where  went  on  as  tJiiough  nothing  had 
happened.  The  afiembly  met  at  Salem  on  the  time  ap- 
pointed, where,  having  waited  a  day  in  vaia  for  the  g«^ 
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^eraor,  they  voted  themfelves  into  a  provincial  ccngrefs,  CHAP, 
and  proceeded  to  bufioefs  without  him.  X, 

In  this  new  aflembly   wc  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  any  ^.XVAj 
"thing  could  be  done  at  all  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  gene-  ,  , '774- 
ral  Gage,  or  favourable  to  the   intereft  of  Britain.     Mr.  2^^  ^fcu  " 
Hancock,  fo  obnoxious  to   the  government   party,  was  and  vote* 
chofen  chairman  ;  and  the  congrefs  adjourned  to  Bofton,  it/cif  a  pro- 
at  the  diitance  of  twenty  miles  from  Salem.     Still,  how-  g|.e^.'^^*^°'^ 
ever,  they  were  willing  to  recognize  the  governor'xS  autho- 
rity.    They  remonltrated  to  him,  that  the  diftrefled  litu- 
ation  of  the  province  had  rendered  it  neceflary  to  hold  the 
prefent  aflembly,  in  order  to  confider  what  could  be  don^ 
to  prevent  the  ruin  with  which  it  was  threatened,  and  pro* 
vide  for  the  public  fafety.    The  moft  grievous  complaints 
were  made  of  the  meafures  purlued  by  adminiftration,  as 
well  as  of  the  method  of  putting  them  in  execution ;  which 
laft,  they  faid,  exceeded,  in  the  cafe  of  the  port-biii,  the 
rigour  even  of  that  oppreffive  ad    itfeif.     The  late  laws, 
they  faid,  were  calculated  not  only  to  abridge  tfte  rights 
of  the  people,  but  to  licenfe  murders-     They  complained 
of  the  number  of  troops  in  the  capital,  which  was  daily 
encreafing  by  reinforcements  brought  from  every  part  of 
the  continent  5  a  mcafure  which,  as  well  as  that  of  forti- 
fying Boilon  Neck,  tended  to  endanger  the  lives  and  pro- 
perties of  the  people,  not  only  of  Bolton,  but  of  the  whole 
province  5  and  they  concluded  by  adjuring  the  governor, 
as  he  regarded  his  majelly's  honour  and  intereft,  the  dig- 
nity and  hapjrinefs  of  the  empire,  and  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  province,  to  defift  immediately  from  a  fortrcfs 
he  was  conftrufting  at  Bofton  Neck,  aixu  to  reftore  the 
ifthmus  to  its  natural  ftate. 

In  anfwcr  to  this  remonftrance  the  general  expreffed  hjs 
indignation  at  the  fuppofition  of  fuch  a  black  defign  be- 
ing harboured  by  the  Britifti  legiflature,  as  tliat  of  wanton- 
ly deftroying  the  live?  and  properties  of  any  pepple,  ex- 
cepting avowetl  enemies  ;  he  complained  of  the  hoftile  be- 
haviour of  the  town's  people  towards  the  troops ;  that 
every  neceffary  had  been  with-held  from  tliem,  notwith- 
ftanding  which  th^y  had  never  exprefled  any  refentment 
againft  them  for  fuch  unfriendly  behaviour.  In  return  to 
the  complaints  made  about  the  alteration  of  the  provincial 
charter  by  government,  he  replied,  that  they  themfelves 
•  were  a«fting  as  much  in  oppofition  to  their  charter  as  the 
Britifli  iegillature,  and  ftrongly  warned  them  againft  fuch 
illegal  and  unconftitutional  proceedii;igs. 

This  was  the  laft   correfpondence    between  general 
Gage  and  hii  province,  in  which  the  femblance  of  frieni- 
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CHAP,  fliip  was  kept  up.    Every  tjiing  now  wore  the  appearaaes 

X.       of  enmity  and  war.     The  cuftom-houfe  officers  had  air 

V-^-v*^*-^  ready  found  it  neceflary  to. abandon  Salem  and  return  tQ 

^J^'^-^*  A  Bofton,  to  which  they  carried  the  apparatus  of  a  cuftomr 
The  mends  ,/.',,  r,^  r       -,'  v*^  j  i  n 

of  gt)vern-  houle,  though  an  aci  of  parliamem  had  put  an  end  to  all 

ment  obli*  trade  in  the  place^  No  refidence  was  found  throughout 
gcd  to  take  ^j^^  province  for  any  of  the  friends  of  government  ^  nor 
JBpftoa.  *^^s  ^hc  behaviour  of  the  Boftonians  themfelves  more 
friendly^  had  the  terrors  of  the  military  power  been  re? 
moved.  Every  token  of  hatred  and  contempt  that  wid^ 
impunity  could  he  fhewn,  was  poured  upon  the  foldiers  j 
a  piece  of  very  bad  policy  on  the  part  ,of  the  Americans, 
-  as  tliey  could  not  but  .expe£i:  that  the  formjer  ^yould  re- 
venge themfelves  by  innumerable  cruelties,  as  foon  as  a 
declaration  of  war  gave  them  fuU  liberty  to  vent  their 
paffions.  The  approach  of  winter  gendered  it  neceflary 
to  provide  quarters  for  the  troops  5  and  as  general  Gage 
lightly  fuppofed,  that  the  grcateft  difturbauces  would  be 
occafioned  by  an  attempt  to  quarter  them  on  the  inhabir 
;tants,  he  thought  of  crefting  temporary  barracks  fo; 
them.  Even  this,  however,  was  oppofed  with  vebcr 
mence ;  the  fcleft-men  obliged  the  labourers  to  defifl: 
from  their  work,  though  government  had  engaged  to 
pay  them.  He  fent  to  New- York  for  carpemers,  hut 
the  rulers  of  that  city  refufed  to  fufiir  any  to  depart.— r 
Nor  was  his  fucce£s  better  in  an  attempt  to  procure  win- 
ter cloathing  from  thence^  the  ^nerchants,  to  a  man,  tCr 
turning  for  anfwer,  that  they  neVer  would  fopply  aiiy  ar- 
ticle for  thofe  who  were  fent  as  enemies  to  their  country. 
In  every  other  jrefpeft,  the  greateft  djfgufl:,  apprehcnfion, 
and  aniipofity,  (ubfiited  between  the  two  parties.  The 
Boftonians  pretended  to  be  under  continual  apprehenfion3 
of  immediate  danger  to  their  lives  and  propeities ;  while? 
on  the  other  hand,  the  foldiers  confidered  themfehrcs  as 
in  an  enem/s  country,  ai^d  prepa^red  for  the  worft  extre- 
mities. 

This  univerfal  difcoatent  and  jealoufy  was  heightened 
by  a  meafure  on  the  part  of  government,  which  fecmed 
not  to  be  di£):ated  by  any  immediate  necefiity.  Thb 
was  the  landing  of  a  detachment  of  failors  by  night,  who 
fpiked  up  all  the  cannon  on  one  of  the  principal  batteries 
of  the  town.  Such  an  evident  indication  of  the  gover- 
nor's fufpicion  of  hoftile  intentions,  could  not  fail  to  im- 
prefs  the  Americans  with  an  idea  of  his  entertaining  de- 
signs equally  hoftile  with  regard  to  them.  The  provin- 
cial congrefs  continued  their  fittings,  and,  under  the  .title 
of  recomtnendatianr^  had>  in  fa€l,  eftablifhed   a  new  go- 
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'Ternment.     They  had  fettled  the  militia,  regulated  the  CHAP, 
public  treafures,  provided  arms,  and  appointed  a  day  of       X. 
public  thankfgiving,  in  whicbj  among  other  bleffings,  they  ^   — y^i*^ 
particularly  returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for  the  ge-      ^^7^" 
neral  union  which  prevailed  among  the  colonies.    To  all 
•this  general  Gage  oppofed   the  inefFcftual  remedy  of  a 
j:)roclamationy  dated  November  i  o,  in  which  he  indireftly      **^'  ^ 
wcharged  them  with  treafon  and  rebellion,  prohibiting  the  < 
inhabitants,  in  the  king's  name,  from  complying  with  the 
xequiiltions  of  fuch  an  unlawful  aflembly. 

This  proclamation  was  not  attended  with  the  fmallefl: 
.cffeft  cither  on  the  proceedings  of  the  provincial  coa- 
grefs  in  particular^  or  the  conduct  of  the  people  in  genc-^ 
ral ;  and  as  expreiTes  were  continually  pafling  between  the 
^provincial  co»grefs  at  Concord,  and  the  general  one  at 
Philadelphia,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fentimencs  of  the 
iormer  were  regulated  by  thofe  of  the  latter. 

Among  the  objcfts  taken  into  confideration  by  this  Schcmesf 
.afiembly,  a  principal  one  was  the  fituation  of  the  capital,  ^'^^  relief 
/or  the  relief  of  whofe  inhabitants  various  fchemes  were°^    "  *^" 
propofed.    One  was,  fimply  to  remove  the  inhabitants ; 
another,  to  fet  a  valuation  upon  their  eitates,  and  reim- 
burfe  the  proprietors  for  their  lofles:  but  both  thefe 
were  found  to  be  fo  much  incumbered  with  nifficulties, 
jthat  it  was  impofBble  to  put  either  of  them  in  execution  ; 
and  it  was  thought  improper  as  yet  to  have  recourfe  to 
force.  Great  numbers  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  how- 
.ever,  now  quitted  the  town,  from  the  apprchenfion,  as 
,they  pretended,  of  immediate  violence  from  the  troops, 
,or  of  being  kidnapped  and  fent  over  to  England  to    be 
tried  for  their  fuppofed  offences.  In  this  ftate,  things  con- 
tinued till  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  in  1775,  when 
the  city  being  clofely  blocked  up  on  all  fides,  both  parties 
beg^n  to  experience  great  diftrcfs  ;  and  as  the  inhabitants 
Jiad  now  no  other  means  of  fubfiftence  but  from  the 
king's  (lores,  the. provincials  were  the  more  ftrift  in  pre- 
venting any  fupplies,  as  being  in  hopes  that  the  want  of 
provifions  would  lay  the  governor  under  a  neceffity  of 
^confenting  to  their  departure  from  the  town  ;  or  at  leaft, 
fuffer  the  women  and  children  to  depart,  which  had  been 
repeatedly  applied  for.^  At  Jaft,  from  what  motives  cannot  ^^^^^^^^ 
well  be  afcertained,  he  entered  into  a  capitulation  with  oage  ac- 
tfae  inhabitants,  by  which,  on  condition  of  delivering  upcufedot 
their  arms,  they  were  to  have  free  liberty  to  depart  with|^^^.^*^|j^f^|^ 
all  their  efFe£ks.— This  condition  was  punctually  fulfilled djeinhabi- 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants ;  but,  when  they  came  totants, 
demand  leave  to  depart,  as  had  been  promifed,  to  their 
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CHAP,  utter  confufion  and  aftomfhment,.  it  was  r^fufcd.  Thi'i 
X*  piece  of  treachery  did  not  fail  to  add  to  that  general  opi-* 
liyVX.''  nion  of  Britifli  want  of  faith,  which  the  Americans,  from 
1774-  .  the  very  beginning,  had  entertained,  and  which  appears 
Jo  have  remained  with  them  to  the  laft.  Many  inhabi-? 
tants,  indeed,  from  time  to  time,  obtained  leave  to  depart, 
but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their  efFefts  •,  and  the 
general  congrefs  complained,  thatpafTports  were  granted 
or  refufed  in  fuch  a  manner  that  families  were  brolceH, 
and  the  dearcft  connexions  feparated ;  part  of  them  be- 
ing obliged  to  depart,  while  the  reft  were  retained  againft 
their  will.  Of  this  tranfa6lion,  fo  difgraceful  to  govern- 
ment, no  account  was  ever  publifhed  by  the  minifterial 
party  ;  that  juft  now  given,  therefore,  and  which  is  col- 
lefted  from  the  American  accounts,  muft  be  fuppofed  to. 
be  the  true  one- — ^The  poor  and  helplefs,  however,  were 
all  fent  oiF. 

While  thcfe   tranfaflions  were    going  forward,   th6 
miniftry  beheld  their  unhappy  fchemes  of  dividing  the 
colonies,  terminate  in  the  moft  extraordinary  union  the 
world  had  ever  feen  fmce  the  union  of  tha  Arab  tribes  by 
Mahomet.    The  twelve  old   American  colonies,  inhabit- 
ing a  coaft  extended  for  more  than  2000  miles  in  length,^ 
clafliing  in  manners,  interefts,  and  religious  principles, 
had   with  one  voice  appointed   delegates  to  meet  in  a 
general  congrefs  at  Philadelphia.      This   extraordinary 
congrcfs      alTcmbly  fat  down  for  the  firft  time  in  that  city,  Septem- 
jncets  at      bcr  5,   1 774.  Several  of  the  colonies  had  given  inftruc- 
philadcU     tions  to  their  deputies.     In  g/sneral,  they  contained  the 
Scp-'if       ftrongeft  profeflions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance,  as  well  as 
1774*        of  afFeftion  and  gratitude  to  the  mother  country  and  a 
defire  of  conftitutional  dependence  on  her,  with  other 
things  to  the  fame  purpofe.  At  the  fame  time,  however, 
they  unanimoufly  concurred  in  declaring,  that  they  never 
would  give  up  thofe  rights  and  liberties,  which,  they  faid, 
had  defccnded  to  them  from  their  anceftprs  ;  and  which, 
by  all  laws  divine  and  human,  they  were  bound  to  tranf- 
mit  whole  and  pure  to  their  pofterity.    They  maintained 
that  they  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
'  Britifti  fubjefts  ;  that  the  power  lately  affumed  by  parlia- 
ment was  UP  juft,  and  the  only  caufe  of  the  difturbanccs 
which  had  taken  place  ;  and  the  late  afts  rcfpe6ling  the 
province  and  capital  of  Maffachuffetts-Bay  were  unconfti- 
tutional,  oppreflive,  and  dangerous.  Others  were  more  vio- 
lent-, but  all  concurred  in  complaining  of  their  grieVances, 
and  in  an  abfoiute  determination  never  to  fubmit  to  the  ob- 
noxious afts  of  parliament.  Some  propofed  terms  of  re- 
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conciliation,  which,  on  their  part,  were  an  obedience  to  CHAP. 
all  the  trade-laws  pafled  or  to  be  pafled,  excepting  fuch  as       X. 
1»rere  fpecified  ;  the  fettling  an  annual  revenue  on  the  ^^/"V\J 
crown  for  public  purpofcs,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  parlia-      ^774- 
ment.  In  every  thing,  however,  they  were  to  adhere  to  the 
decifion  of  the  majority  ;  and  this  majority  was  to  be  de- 
termined by  confiidering  each  of  the  colonies  as  having  a 
fmgle  vote,  without  any  regard  to  the  number  of  deputies 
they  (hould  fend. 

The  firft  public  aft  of  congrefs  was  a  declaratory  refo-  ^y^^^  ^^ 
lution  with  refpeft  to  the  people  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  daratory 
in  which  they  expreflcd,  in  the  mod  pathetic  terms,  their  rcfolution 
concern  for  the  fufterings  of  that  people,  under  the  ope*  p^^  [^  " 
ration  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel,  and  opprefEve  a£l:s  of  the  Maflachu* 
Britifli  parliament ;  and  a  thorough  approbation  of  the  fcttt-Bay* 
wifdom  and  fortitude  with  which  their  opposition  to  thefe 
minifterial  meafures  had  hitherto  been  condu£ted,  as  well 
as  of  the  conduft  of  the  Suffolk  delegates  j  earncftly  re- 
commending, at  the  fame,  time,  a  pcrfeverance  in  fuch 
condudl:,  with  a  continuance  of  the  contributions  from  the 
odier  colonies  for  the  relief  of  the  city,  as  long  as  their  ne- 
ceflities  might  require.  By  fome  after-declarations  they 
formally  approved  of  the  oppofition  fliown  to  govern- 
ment in  that  province,  and  hoped  that  all  America 
fliould  fupport  them  in  cafe  there  was  occafion.  To  the 
province  in  general,  they  recommendedio  fubmit  to  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  admimftrationof  juftice  until  the  effefl:  of 
their  petition  to  the  king  for  the  repeal  of  obnoxious  adls 
ihould  be  known.  They  determined  alfo,  that  every  per- 
fon  who  {ball  accept,  or  affc,  under  any  commiffion  or  au- 
thority derive^rom  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  changing 
the  form  ef  government,  and  violating  the  charter  of  that 
province,  ought  to  be  held  in  deteflation,  as  the  wicked 
tool  of  defpotifm.  To  the  inhabitants,  however,  they  re- 
commended to  behave  themfelves  peaceably  towards  ge- 
neral Gage  and  his  troops,  as  far  as  couldpoffibly  be  done 
confiftently  with  public  fafcty  j  and  they  concluded  that 
an  attempt  to  tranfport  any  perfon  beyond  fea,  in  order  to 
try  him  for  offences  done  in  America,  is  contrary  to  law, 
and  deferves  to  meet  witli  refiftance  and  reprifal. 

The  congrefs  next  wrote  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  In  L-t^.-*^ 
which,  after  the  ufual  complaints  relative  to  the  blocking  gei.cral 
Up  Bofton  harbour,  &c.  they  declared  the  determined  re-  Gage, 
folution  of  thjC  colonies  to  unite  for  the  prcfervation  of 
their  coipmon  rights,  in  oppofition  to  the  late  a£J:s  of  par- 
liament, under  the  execution  of  which  the  unhappy  peo-    « 
pie  of  that  province  had  been  fo  much  oppreffed.    XTxc 
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CHAP,  cbngrefs  had  been  appointed  guardiafts  of  the  libetties  of 
X.       America  ;    and  they  regretted  that  while  they  purfuect 

<^  -V-  -^  every  dutiful  and  peaceable  mcafurc  for  reftoring  friend-^ 
^774.  {hip  between  Great-Britaiq  and  her  colonics,  his  excellen- 
cy fliouid  adopt  a  behaviour  fo  exceedingly  hoftilci  that 
it  did  not  feerti  to  be  warranted  even  by  the  oppreffive 
arts  of  parliament  thcmfelves.  Such  conduf2y  they  faid^ 
mufj  have  a  tendency  to  provoke  the  people  ftill  more, 
and  ultimately  bring  on  all  the  horrors  of  a  citil  war.  Ta 
prevent  thofe  evils,  they  intreated  that  the  genefal  would 
difcontlnue  the  foi;tifications  at  Bofton  Necky  preveplrany" 
further  invafions  of  private  property,  reftrain  thti  irre- 
gularities of  the  foldiers,  and  give  orders  that  the  com-r 
municaiion  between  the  town  arid  country  fliould  ^emait- 
Open  and  free. 

IJccIaratiori      ^  declaration  of  rights  was  afterwards  pubiifired,  ta 

of  rights,     which  they  faid  the  Britifh  colonies  were  entitled  by  the 
immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  Brhifh  con-r 
ftitution,  and  their  feveral  charters  or  compafts^    Thexf 
anceftors,  at  the  time  of  theit  migration,  were  entitled  tcr 
all  the  rights,  liberties^  and  immunities  of  free  natural 
born  fubjefts ;  and  by  fuch  emigration,  they  neither  for-* 
feited,  furrendered,  nor  loft  any  of  their  rights-    They 
then  ftated,  that  the  foundation  of  £ngli{h  liberty,  as  well 
as  of  all  free  government,  is  a  right  in  the  people  to  par- 
ticipate in  their  legiflative  council.  They  next  proceeded  . 
to  fliew,  that  as  the  colonifts  were  not,  and  from  rarioui 
caufes  could  not  be  reprefented  in  the  Britifli  parliantent^ 
they  were  entitled  to  a  free  and  cxclufive  power  of  legifla- 
tion  in  the  feveral  provincial  legiflatures,  where  their  right 
of  reprefentation  could  alone  be  preferved,  in  all  cafes  of 
taxation  and  internal  policy,  fubjeft  ohly  to  the  negative  of 
their  fovereign,  in  fuch  manner  as  had  been  heretofore 
ufed  and  accuftomed.  To  qualify  this  cxtenfive  demand 
of  legiflation,  however,  they  confented  to  the  operation  of 
fuch  afts  of  the  Britifh  parliament  as  were,  honafide^  ref- 
trained  to  the  regulation  of  their  external  commerce,  for 
*    the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  commercial  advantages  of  the 
whole  empire  to  the  mother- country,  and  the  commercial 
benefits  of  its  refpeftive  members,  excluding  every  idea  of 
taxation,  internal  or  external,  for  raifing  a  revenue  on  the 
fubjefts  in  America,  without  their  confent. 

Their  other  refolve^,  in  this  declaration,  had  an  imnie' 
diate  refpc£l  to  the  late  afts  of  parliament.  They  matn^ 
tained,  that  the  colonies  were  entitled  to  the  common 
law  of  England,  but  more  efpecially  to  the  great  and  inef- 
timable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  peers  ;  that  thef 
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^^etttitkcltt)  the  benefit  of  fuch  oP  the  Engllfti'fta^  Otf  A-P. 
tureS  as  exifted  at  the  dmc  of  their  coibtiizatibn,  and  ^. 
which  by  experience  they  had  found  applicable  to  theit'  v-<^v-^^ 
feveral  local  and  other  circumftancc^.,  They  Were  like-  *774« 
wife  enticted  to  ail  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted 
and  confirmed  to  tliem  by  royal  charters,  or  fecured  by 
their  feveral  codes  of  provincial  laws.  They  had  a  right 
to  aflemble  peaceably  to  confider  of  their  grievance^, 
and  to  petition  the  king  for  redrefs ;  and  all  profecutions^ 
and  prohibitory  proclamations  againft  rhofe  who  do  fo; 
are  iiiegaL  The  keeping  up  of  a  (landing  army,  in  time 
of  peace,  in  any  colony,*  Without  the  confent  of  its  legif- 
lature,  was  declared  to  be^  contrary  to  law.  It  was  cf- 
fential  to  the  Englilh  conftitution,  tliat  the  conftituent 
branches  of  the  legiflature  fliould  be  independent  of  each 
other ;  thaty  therefore,  the  exefcif^  of  legiflative  poWer, 
by  a  council  appointed  during  the  pleafure  of  the  crown-, 
is  unconilittitionaly  and  deftru£tive  to  the  freedbm  of 
American  legiflatidn.  Thefe  articles  they  claimed,  a^ 
their  undoubted  rights  and  liberties,  which  could  rid tlier 
be  legally ^tafcen  from  them,  abridged,  or  altered,  witliout 
their  own  confent  by  their  reprefentatives  in  the  fevisrai 
provincial  le^iflitutes.  They  then*  enumerated  eleven 
atls  of  parliament,  fome  part,  or  ail  of  which,  Were  d^ 
dared  tb  be  infringements  and  violations  of  their  ri;2;hts, 
and  the  repeal  of  which  was  deemed  abfolutcly  ncceffury 
to  the  refloratiort  of  harmony  between  Great-Britain  and 
them:  Among  the  afis  thus  reprohated,  that  for  blocks 
i:ig  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  and  for  eftablifhing  the  Catho- 
lic religion  in  Canada,  held  a  diftinguifhsd  place.  The 
htter  they  termed  "  an  aA  for  eftablifhing  the  Rofltian 
Catholic  religion  in  the  province  of  Qjiebec,  aboli(hirrij^ 
the  equitable  fyftem  of  Englifli  laws,  and  efflablilliirrg  a 
tyranny  there." 

Having  thus  declared  theit  rights,  and  fpecifi*!  their  Xffoclati'on 
grievances,  they  proceeded  to  coniider  of  a  proper  re-  «fCoh^i«ii 
toedy.  This  confifted,  iVi  the  firft  place,  iii  a  non-iriipor-t 
talion,.  non-confumpiion,  and  rion-exportatiori  afgree- 
mcnt;  and  concerning  this  they  camfe  to  the- following 
r?.folutions,  for  the  performance  of  which  they  boiind 
thcnifeives  in  the  name  of  their  coridituents. 

i;  That,  after  the  beginning  of  December  fbJlo^fij?, 
they  Would  import  no  Britiih  gdods  or  ntie'refeandizo 
whatever,  nor  any  Eall- India  tea,  ffom  atiy  part  of  th^ 
t7orld  ;  nar  Would  they  import  atly  pVodtid^of  the  B^liilH  , 
Weft-Ihdia  Iflands  ;  nor  wines  from  the  MudeirJi-ot  W^f^ 
tctn-Iflands ;  nor  any  fctcigrt  indigo.  -  .        . 

Vol.  V.  *  A  z 
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CHAP.      2.  That  after  the  fame   date,  (Dec.  i.)  they  wouM 
X.       wholly  difcontinuc  the  flave  trade,  and  neither  hire '  vef- 
\^"Y\J  fels,  nor  fell  commodities  or  manufaftures,  to  any  con- 
'774«     cerned  in  that  trade. 

3.  That,  from  the  prefent  date,  they  will  ufe  no  tea 
on  which  a  duty  has  been,  or  (hall  be  paid  ;  nor  after  the 
ill  of  March,  any  Eaft-India  tea  whatever,  nor  any  Bri- 
ti(h  goods  imported  after  the  ift  of  December,  excepting 
fuch  as  come  under  the  rules  and  direftions  mentioned 
in  the  loth  article, 

4.  By  this  article  the  non-importation  agreement  was 
fufpended  until  the  i©th  of  September  1775  5  after 
which  day,  in  cafe  the  obnoxious  atts  were  not  repealed, 
all  exportation  to  Europe  was  to  ceafe^  excepting  that  of 
rice. 

5.  The  Britifh  merchants  were  exhorted  not  to  fhip  any 
goods  in  violation  of  this  affociation,  under  penalty  of 
their  never  holding  any  commercial  intercourfe  with  them 
afterwards. 

6.  Owners  of  fliips  were  warned  to  give  fuch  orders  to 
their  captains  as  might  efie£iually  prevent  their  receiving 
any  prohibited  goods. 

7.  They  agreed  to  improve  their  breed  of  flietp,  and  to 
jncreafe  their  number  as  far  as  poffible. 

8.  Frugality,  induftry,  and  oeconomy,  were  to  be  en- 
couraged to  the  utmoft  5  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufac- 
tures prgmoted  ;  all  expenfive  fliows,  games,  and  enter- 
tainments difcouraged  ;  the  expenfes  of  funerals  leiFsned  ; 
the  giving  of  fcarfs  and  gloves  difcontinued,  or  the  wear- 

,       ing  of  any  other  mourning  than  a  piece  of  crape  or  ribbon. 

9.  Venders  of  goods  were  to  fell  then;x  at  the  ufual  pri- 
ces, without  taking  any  advantage  of  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs at  that  time. 

10.  A  conditional  importation  was  permitted  for  two 
months  longer,  at  the  option  of  the  owner,  who,  if  he 
-will  deliver  up  any  goods  that  he  imports  before  the  firft 

.    '  of  February,  to  the  committee  of  the  place  they  arrive 

at,  they  are  to  be  fold  under  their  infpedlion,  and  the 
prime  coft  being  returned  to  the  importer,  the  profits  arc 
to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  fufFcrers  at  Bofton.  All 
goods  arriving  after  that  day  to  be  fent  back  without  Ian- 
ding,  or  breaking  up  of  the  packages. 

The  other  articles  related  to  the  appointment  of  com- 
mittees, in  order  to  prevent  any  violation  of  thofe  already 
mentioned  j  to  the  publiftung  of  violators  names,  &c.  and 
by  the  14th  and  laft  article,  it  was  determined,  that  any 
colony  grproviacG  ^jxich  fliould  npt  accede  to^or  mi^ght 
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rfterwards  violate  the  affociatloTi,  fliould  be  branded  as  CHAP. 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country ;  and  all  deal-        X. 
ings  and  intercourfe  whatever  with  fuch  polony  was  in-   Vs^v^y 
teTdi6!:ed.  1774. 

After  appointing  another  (neeting  of  congrefs  to  be 
held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  loth  of  May  enfuing,  unlefs 
grievances  fhoiild  be  redreffed  before  that  time,  and 
making  proper  acknowledgments  to  the  Britifh  patriots 
who  had  with  fuch  noble  zeal,  though  fo  little  fuccefsp 
pleaded  their  caufe  in  parliament,  thdy  fet  about  framing 
a  petition  to  the  king  ;  a  memorial  to  the  people  of  Great  ^^J kine  ^* 
Britain  at  large  ;  an  addrefs  to  the  colonies,  and  another 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Quebec.  All  thefe 
papers  were  drawn  up  in  a  mafterlv  manner,  and  in  fuch 
a  way  as  to  do  great  honour  to  the  American  leaders,  and 
ought  to  have  given  a  much  more  favourable  opinion  of 
Aem,  than  what  was  entertained  by  the  generality  of 
people  in  this  country^ 

But,  of  all  the  papers  iflued  at  this  time  by  congrefs^  Letter  to 
the  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  was  the  moft  d^^u?****" 
artful.  They  declared,  however,  that  they  did  not  require 
them  to  commence  a£ks  of  hoftility  againft  the  govern- 
ment of  their  common  fovereign^  that  they  only  invited 
them  to  confult  their  own  glory  and  welfare,  and  not  to 
fufFer  themfelves  to  be  inveigled  or  intimidated  by  infa-p 
inous  minifters,  fo  far  as  to  become  inftruments  of  their 
cruelty  and  defpotifm.  They  concluded  by  informing 
them,  that  the  congrefs  had,  with  univerfal  pleafure,  and 
by  an  unanimous  vote,  refolved,  that  they  ftiould  confider 
the  violation  of  their  rights  by  the  aft  for  altering  the 
government  pf  that  province,  as  a  violation  of  their  own  j 
and  that  they  fhould  be;  invited  to  accede  to  the  confedera- 
tion, which  had  no  other  objefts  than  the  -common  fecu- 
rity  of  the  natural  and  civil  rights  of  all  the  conftituent 
members,  according  to  their  refpeftive  circumftances,  and 
Aeprefervation  of  a  happy  and  laftinj  connexion  with  .     . 

Great  Britain^  on  the  falutary  and  conftitutional  princt? 
pies  they  had  before  mentioned. 

Having  ifTued  thefe  papers,  the  continental  congreft  Congreft 
broke  up  on  the  26th  of  Oaober,  and  left  the  Ameri- ^^:J^^^"P 
cans  in  great  expeftatioiis,  as  well  from  the  petition  to 
4e  king,  as  the  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  England- 
The  indiiference,  however,  with  which  this  addrefs  was. 
generally  received,  quickly  convinced  them,  that  nothing 
ya^to  be  hoped  foir  from,  that  quarter.  This  apparent 
^difference,  fo  contrary- to  the  expeftations  of  the  colo- 
lif  s,  had  arifen.  from  Several  caufes.  The  A«icricaaxQ|w 


€ ]^  4 f^*  ^^  WX^  ^^  loijger  now.  They  h»4  engaged  tfee  .«tte«ir 
3|.  Jiioflof  .pjirlia^icfit,  with  very  liuk  intenniffion,  £or  a  p^ 
.^^■*^^r/  jipd  of  ten  yegrp.  ftlpft  of  the  fubje^s  in  difpute  were 
^774*  ,  ^xhaufted  by  endlefs  altercations ;  and  the  pafltons  e:$cs- 
^cd  l?y  them,  however  viole^H  at  ficft,  had  now  (ubfiijed, 
^nd  Ipepti  fuqceeded  by  that  Uilleiibefs  andJapgour  ccoxiOr 
vf^uent  on  violent  agitetipnp  of  t'hc  mind-  The  foFrmer 
gion-importation  a^rcemeqt  had  been  diffolved,  withcHU^ 
producing  any  fenous  coorfcquence^,  owing  naoft  pro^ 
«9bly  tP  the  divifioii^s  cic.cafip.ncd  hy  the  repeal  of  the  fc** 
ireral  new  taxes  in  1767,  Moft  people,  cherefote,  flat* 
^er^d  themfelvcs,  that  as  things  had  Xo  frequently  appca- 
f  cd  at  the  .verge  of  a  rupture,  without  aftually  arriving 
^t  itj  fp^ne  rpeans  would  ftill  be  found  for  accommodating 
jUus  .difpute  5  or,  atworft,  it  was  fuppdfcd,  that  the  Auic^- 
uicans  tbenifclyes  ^ould  grow  liiijcd*  An  opinion  vrai 
^o  circulated,  with  .great  induftry^  that  a  (hew  of  refo* 
lution  on  the  part  of  the  Britifti  piiniftry,  if  perfeverc^ 
\n  for  fome  tm^^  would  certainly  put  an  end  to  the  con- 
teft,  wWcfe,  it  was  £aid,  had  been  wholly  npuriflied  by 
lormer'qonceQions.  The  generality  of  people,  therefore, 
SK^re  inclined  Ao  Jeav^  the  wi^  of  the  effeds  of  perfcve- 
tance  and  jefplution  to  miniftry,  who  valued  them* 
felyes  on  tj|^e  qualities.  The  court  itfelf  had  alfo  ad- 
j^ei^e^d  to  tl^is  pl^n  with  great  obftinacy  fpr  many  years, 
and  thus  had  gained  frequent  vi£lof  ies,  not  only  over  the 
regular  oppoGtion,  but  even  over  parties  in  the  miniftry 
itfdlf,  who,  either  through  fear,  or  wealcnefs,  or  change 
^  opinion  had  been  likely  to  waver.  Thus  adminiftra<p 
tion,  being  little  oppofed  at  home,  was  left  at  leifure  to 
prp^cute  fuph  meafures  againft  America  as  had  either 
beeo  already  adapted,  or  were  as  yet  in  embryo.  Avery 
ugexpcfted  meafure,  however,  was  this  year  adopted, 
vi^.  the  diffolution  of  parliament,  for  which  the  patriots 
]iad  (oof ten  petitioned  in  vain. 

^    For  this  diflblution  various  caufes  wcce  afligned.    The 
^ament^*'  ?9xUAv^€mt  at  that  tuneiad  but  one  fefGoiji  more  to  tun 
ajflblvcd,     before  its  diflblution  took  place  of  courfe,  of  which  thQ 
^^^^^u     P^^*^ party  liad  ddGgned  to  take  advantage,  and,  in  fomc 
rcafQ^     few  places,  tefls  had  akcady  been  framed,  which  the 
future  candidates  were  to  fign,  previous  to  rheir  receiv- 
ing any  afiurance  of  favour  or  fuppojt  from  the  ele£ioES, 
Ar«  meeting  of  dae  fredbotders  of  the  county  of  Middies 
ipx,  a  ifaefi  w^as   propofed   to  Mr.  Wilkos  and  fexjeaiit 
GAjsocj  and  by  thiem  figned,  in:  which  they  engaged  to 
pie' their  utmoSt  ^exuka^Qurs  to  prftaote  bills  for  &ortien<- 
m|  Jtha  Jtamioik  of  pdi£amcms|  £oc  the  cxc~ 


e  EX)  R  G«  ni,  183 

placemen  and  penfioners  from  the  houfe  of  commons,  CHAP, 
with  other  patriotic  refolve?,  as  well  as  for  the  repeal  of       X. 
the  obnoxious  American  aflis.     Other  teftf  on  a  fimilar  ^y^vAJ 
plan  had  been  propofed  ;  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  fome      »774- 
people,  that  the  miniftry,  being  afraid  of  a  formidable  op- 
pofition,  had  taken  this  meafure  of  diflblving  the  parlia- 
ment, and  getting  another  called,   before   the  popular 
party  coulA  have  time  to  frame  tefts,,  and  go  through  the 
regular  fteps  of  cheir  plan. 

The  moft  probable  reafon  of  this  drffolution,  however, 
is,  that  as  the  iflue  of  American  -affairs  became  every  day 
more  precarious,  it  was.  proper  that  the  eledion  fhould 
be  over  before  the  minds  of  the  people  were  irritated  by 
anyfinifter  event.  Should  the  news  of  any  misfortune 
arrive  about  the  time  of  the  general  eledlion,  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  every  thing  would  faH  before  the  popu^r 
Ur  pa?ty,  A  faviag  of  expenfe^a  iht  friends  of  govem- 
ffi^Rt,  ty  flfprtening  tlietime  of  conteft,  had  alfo,  in  all 
j)robability,  its  feare,  Oppofition,  indeed,  complained 
of  unfair  play ;  that  fome  places  were  loft  by  ftirprize  5 
and  that  thofe  in  the  fecret  had  vaft  advantages,  by  fetting 
out  kit  the  fcenc  of  adiion  in  proper  time,  and  taking 
ihefiecefiary  meafures  4o4lrergdien  their  own  intereft^ 
{)efore4liere  was  even  a  fkitfpicion  of  any  fuch  deGgn  oq  - 
^eQtb?rfide. 


C     x«4    3 


CH  AFTER    XI. 


JS^ew  Parliament — •^Addrefs^-^^Irrefolution  of  Minijlry 
— -^Lord  Chathanis  motion  to  recal  the  troops  rejeEled 

American  papers lalfehood  of  the  Minijler 

Lord  Chatham^ s  conciliatory  motion^ — Petitions Lord 

North's  plan- Marquis  of  Rockingham's  motion^ 

MajfachufettS'Bay  retraining  bill London  merchants 

petition fakers  petition^. — Houfe    of   Lords 

Lord  North^s  conciliatory  plan Other  conciliatory  pfans 

rejeHed — -^London  petition  to  the  King^^ — Petition    of 

New-Tor k lord  Efinghanis  fpeech   and  reftgnatic^ 

Seffion  concludes,  x 


W 


"HATEVER  the  reafons  might  be  for  the  diflbla^ 

tion  of  parliament,  it  is  certain,  that,  to   the 

great  furprife  of  tlie  nation  in  general,  a  proclamation  for 

this  purpofe  was  iflued  on  the  30th  of  September,  and 

1774.      the  writs  made  returnable  for  a  new  one  on  the  29th  of 

55ept.  30.    November  following.     The  eledions,  however,  notwith- 

Ncw  par-    {landing  the  fhortnefs  of  the  time,  were  conteftcd  with 

liamcnt.      extraordinary  vigour ;  and  it  was  obferved  by  the  curious^ 

that  a  greater  number  of  the  eld  members  were  thrown 

eut  than  is  ufual  at  general  eleftions.     In  London,  the 

popular  party   carried  every  thing  before   them.     Mr, 

Wilkes  was  again  eledled  member  for  Middlefex,  as  well 

as  lord  Mayor  of  London  ;  and  the  miniftry  were  now 

too  vi'ife  to  give  him  any  diflurbance.     The  court,  how- 

cv  r,  did  not  ftem  inclined  in  the  lead  to  relax  from  its 

foiiKcr  plan  of  coercive  meafures,  notwithftanding  the  ili- 
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fuccefs,  that  had  hitherto  attended  them.     The  fpeechCHAP. 
from  the  throne,  at  the  meeting  of  parliament,  fet  forth      XL 
the  condudl  of  the  Americans,  parricularly  the  inhabitants'—  -v— -^ 
of  MafTachufetts-Bay,  in  the  moft  atrocious  light ;  and  a     '774- 
firm  refolution  was  announced  of  withftanding  to  the  ut- 
moft  every  attempt  to  oppofe  the  fupreme  legiflative  au- 
thority of  Great-Britain  over  all  the  dominions  of  the 
crown,  the  maintenance  of  which  was  held  to  be  eflen- 
tial  to  the  welfare,  fafety,  and  dignity  of  the  empire  in 
general. 

An  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech,  was  propofcd  in  Debates  on 
the  ufual  form,  by  the  minifter  ;  but  the  oppofite  party  the  addrci» 
infifted,  that  a  requeft  fhould  be  made  to  his  majelty,  that 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  communicate  the  whole 
intelligence  he  had  received  from  America,  as  well  as  the 
letters,  orders,  and  inftru£lions  relative  to  that  bufinefs* 
This  amendment  was  oppofed  by  miniftry,  on  the  grounds 
of  addrefles  being  merely  complinientary  5  that  there  was 
not  then  time  for  entering  into  a  full  difcuffion  of  Ame- 
rican affairs  ;  but  that  they  would  come  before  the  houfc 
in  their  due  order,  &c.  After  a  warm  debate,  the  origi- 
nal addrefs  was  carried  by  a  prodigious  majority,  no  lefs 
than  264  to  73-  . 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  debates  were  no  lefs  warm 
than  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Thofe  in  oppofition  argued, 
that  they  could  not,  in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, agree  to  a  mere  complimentary  addrefs,  which  might 
lead  into  meafures  deftrudive  of  the  lives,  properties,  and 
liberties  of  a  great  part  of  their  fellow.fubje6ls.  They 
objeded  to  it  as  implying  an  approbation  of  the  unfortu- 
nate fyftem  adopted  by  the  laft  parliament  with  regard  to 
America  5  and  it  afforded  a  melancholy  profpeft  of  ihe 
difpofition  of  the  lords,  in  the  prefent  parliament,  to  fee 
them  (o  ready  to  adopt  the  proceedings  of  the  former 
houfe,  which  had  been  produftive  of  fo  much  mifchief,  * 
without  any  rational  profpeft  of  advantage.  On  the  mi- 
nifterial  fide  it  was  replied,  that  the  proceedings  in 
America  had  been  fuch,  that  if  they  were  not  inftantly 
oppofed  by  a  fpirited  declaration  of  parliament,  thecaufe 
would  feem  to  be  given  up.  The  fooner,  therefore,  the 
new  parliament  fpoke  out,  the  better;  and  it  was  hoped 
that  this  affembly  would  fhew  the  fame  regard  for  its  dig- 
nity that  had  done  fo  much  honour  to  the  former. 

Bythe  divifion  on  this  debate,  it  appeared,  that  the 
oppofition  had  not  gained  any  increafe  in  numbers,  the 
divifions  being  fixty-three  to  thirteen.  The  difpute,  how- 
ever, was  remarkable  for  a  protcft,    being  the  rirH  men- 
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Chap  tioned  m  the  Englifli  hiftory  v^n  an  ad<kds.  ft  Odiis 
XI.  eluded  thus,  ^<  but,  \(?hatever  tn^j  be  the  mifehievou^ 
<^X^Y>J  dcfigns,  or  rfie  inconfiderate  tetnetity,  which  leads  othertf 
r774'  to  this  defperafte  cburfe,  \vc  with  to  be  known  as  perfond 
who  hare  ever  difapproved  of  meafures  (o  pertiicious,  iri 
their  paft  effe£ls^  and  their  future  tendency,  and  who  are 
not  in  hafte,  without  inquiry  or  infbritiatioti,  to  commit 
ourCslves  in  declarations  which  may  precipitate  our  coiin*^ 
ti»y  into  ail  tlK  calamities  of  a  civil  war," 
1  folution  Notwithftahding  a!l  the  hoflilc  declarations  of  mfiniftry^ 
of  the  mi-  however,  their  aflivity  in  puihing  forward  th^ir  icheme^ 
Aiftiy.  in  parliament  did  not  keep  pace  with  what  might  hai^ 
been  concluded  to  be  their  defigrt.  The  national  efti- 
mates  were  entirely  formed  upon  a  peace  eftabliflimcnti 
The  land<-tax  was  continued  at  three  ftiillings  in  the 
pound,  the  army  on  its  former  fooling,  and  only  i6,ood 
inftead  of  aoyooo  feamen  were  voted  for  the  enfaing 
year.  This  gdve  frefh  occafion  to  die  members  in  oppo^ 
fition  to  pour  forth  their  cenfure*  They  reprefentcd  th^* 
conduft  of  their  adverfaries  as.  fo  inconfiftent,  that  it  was 
impofljble  to  know  what  to  make  of  it.  The  fpeech  ftoox 
the  throne  had  announced  matters  to  be  in  the  moft  alarm- 
ing and  dangerous  fituation  ;  and  yet,  inftcad  of  taking 
fuch  meafure*  as  coincided  with  that  vigorous  plan  they 
liad  fo  much  infilled  upon,  they  had  begun  with  rcdui 
eing  the  haval  force  of  the  kingdom.  This  had  all  the 
appearance  of  a  minifterial  trick.  They  formed  eftimates,* 
in  the  firft  place,  only  to  ferve  as  wafte  paper,  and  never 
to  be  adhered  to  ;  after  which  they  were  to  furprife  thd 
houfe  with  grants  of  an  improper  and  burdewfomc  ria- 
turfe  :  for,  to  talk  of  enforcing  afts  upon  a  reduced  e& 
tabliftnnent^  was  a  fort  of  language  only  fit  to  be  ufed  to 
children.  lathe  minifterial  anfwer,  befides  the  ufual  ar- 
guments, that  there  was  no  information  to  be  laid  before 
the  houfe  j  that  it  was  not  time  as  yet  to  conjQder  fche  af- 
fairs of  the  colonics,  &c.  the  American  power  was  heldf 
in  the  utmoft  contempt.  The  minifter  of  the  naval  de- 
partment publicly  aflerted  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that,  to 
his  certain  knowledge,  the  low  eftabliihmeiit  propofed 
would  be  fully  fufficient  for  reducing  the  coloriifts  to  obe- 
dience. >  They  w^;*^  not,  arid  could  not  be  difciplined  : 
fo  that  their  boailed  numbers  wete  entirely  ufelefs  ;  nay^ 
Vould  add  to  the  facility  of  theit  defeat. 

On  this  occafion,'  however,  the  moft  wary  filencc  t«^as 
obferved  by  the  minifters  with  regard  to  their  dcfign» 
againft:  the  Americans  ;  being,  in  all  probability,  afraid 
that  they  would  meet  with  a  violent  oppoftion  from  ih<r 
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i&icrcantilc  intcreft  5  and  this  they  were  not  deceived.     A  C  H  A  Pi 
general  alarm  had  been  fpread   during  the  recefs ;  the       XI. 
merchants  of  feveral  towns  had  met  and  prepared  peti-  v-<v^^ 
iions  to  parliament ;  and  lord  Chatham, .  though  now       1775* 
broken  with  age  and  infirmities,  once  more  appeared  in  ^^^^  ^'^*'" 
thehoufe  oiF  lords,  to  teftify  his  disapprobation  of  minif-  tionforrcL 
terial  meafures.     By  him  a  motion  was  made,  Jan.   26,  calling  the 
1775,  ^^^  recalling  the  troops  from  Bofton.     He  repre-  J'^^P*  '^' 
fented  this  meafurc  as  a  matter  not  of  choice,  but  of  ne-  j^^^^^'o. 
ceflity.     An  hour  loft  in  allaying  the  prefent  ferment 
might  produce  years  of  calamity,  as  the  Situation  of  the 
inhabitahts  and  troops,  with  regard  to  one  another,  ren- 
dered thom  continually  liable  to  events  which  might  cut 
opF  all  poffibility  of  a  reconciliation :  wlxereas,  fuch  a  con- 
ciliatory meafure  on  the  part  of  Britain  would  remove  all 
Jealoufy  and  apprehenfion  on  the  part  of  the  colonies, 
and  inftantaneoufly  produce  the  happieft  effects  to  both 
countries.     He  feverely  reproved  adminiftration  for  re- 
(uling  to  take  the  American  affairs  intlantly  into  confide- 
ratiori ;  for  deluding  and  deceiving  the  people  by  mifrc- 
prerentatlons  offafts ;  perfuading  -them  that  Bofton  ftood 
uncohnefted  with  the  other  colonies  in  the  difpute  with 
Great-Britain,  and  that  quiet  would  be  reftored  to  that 
tity  by  the  appeairance  of  a  Angle  regiment,  &c.     After 
condemning,  In  the  moft  explicit  manner,  the  whole  fe- 
iries  of  miniftetial  condufl:  with  regard  to  America,  he  i$ 
faid  to  have  concluded  his   fpeech  with  the  following 
Words:   "  If  the  minifters  thus  perfevere  in   mifadvifing 
and  mijleadin^  the  king^  1  will  not  fay  that  they  can  alie- 
nate the  aff*e£l:ions  of  his  fubjedls  from  his  crown ;  but  I 
will  affirm,  that  they  will  make  the  crown  riot  worth  his 
wearing.  I  will  not  fay  that  the  king  is  betrayed,  but  I 
will  pronounce  that  the  kingdom  iS  undonci" 

But,  whatevef  might  have  been  the  hopes  Entertained 
By  lord  Chatham  of  the  importance  df  the  niotion  he  had 
made,  or  the  good  effefts  fefulting  from  an  adoption  of 
His  nieafur^,  it  is  certain,  that  the  majority  paid  very  lit- 
tle regard  to  it.  The  queftion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 
fixty-eight  to  eighteen ;  and,  oii  this  occafion,  the  duke 
bF  Cumberland  divided  with  the  minority.  Such  a  deci- 
five  victory,  however,  as  it  difcovered  to  the  minifter  the 
true  difpofition  of  the  new  parliament,  fo  it  was  thought 
to  have  given  him  confidence  to  ff6  farther  in  his  plan  of 
Coercion  than  he  would  other  wife  have  ventured  to  have 
done.  The  Ameridan  papers,  at  leaft  fuch  of  them  as  American 
•thtf'minifter  at  this  time  chofe  to  produce,  were  n©w  laid  ^^^^^^  l^ 
before  the  houfe.    He  did  not,  however,  ptetetid  to  fayj  Houft. 

Vol.  V,  B  2 
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CHAP,  that  they  contained  all  the  intelligence  relating  to  Ame-i 
XI.      rica  ;  nor  would  he  make  known  the  names  or  opinions? 
.lyVXJ  of  the  perfons  who  wrote  them ;  thus    laying  himfel£ 
1775-     open  to  the  inuendo  of  a  celebrated  gentleman  in  oppofi- 
tion,  who  having  in  vain  called  for  the  reft  of  the  infor- 
mation, charged  the  minifter  with  making  public  only 
fuch  extrafts  of  letters  as  beft  fuited  nis  purpofe.     To 
charges  of  this  kind,  however,  he  was  now  too  callous  to- 
pay  any  regard.     The  papers,  confifting  chiefly  of  muti- 
lated letters  between  the  governors  of  the  colonies  and 
the  Britifli  miniftry,  were  taken  into  the  confideration  of 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  v  butyleft  they  (hould  be 
difturbed  in  their  deliberations  upon  them,  a  manopuviffe 
was  fallen  upon  to  fupprefs  that  multitude  of  petitions 
which  was  about  to  invade  them  from  all  quarters.     It 
was  flow  difcovered,  that  the  whole  affair  was  to  be  con- 
fidered  iii  a  political,  and  not  in  a  commercial  light  ; 
though  it  was  upon  account  of  the  commercial  interefts 
of  the  kingdom  the  miniftry  had  fo  violently  cfpoufed  the 
quarrel.     As  the  views  of  the  houfe,  therefore,  a<:cording 
to  this  new  declaration  of  the  minifterial  party,  were  very' 
different  from  thofe  of  the  mercantile  part  of  the  king- 
dom, it  would  be  the  higheft  abfurdity  to  employ  a  com- 
mittee, whofe  thoughts  were  totally  occupied  with  the 
A  fcparatc  former,  in  confidering  the  latter.     A  feparate  committee 
appointe"  ^^^  therefore  propofed  for  confidering  the  petitions  of 
to  examine  the  merchants,  and  this  committee  was  tb-begin  its  fittings 
petitions,     on  the  27th  of  January,  the  day  after  that  for  taking  the 
January  27.  American  affairs^into  confideration. 

On  this  occafion  very  violent  debates  enfued,  in  which 
the  utmoft  afperity  of  language  was  made  ufe  of,  efpeci-r 
ally  on  the  part  of  oppofition.  The  miniftry,  befides  the 
reafons^already  given,  reprefented,  that  the  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe  was  appointed  for  the  more  fpeedy  dif- 
cuffion  of  American  aff^airs  :  That  the  reftoration  of  peace 
depended  as  much  on  the  immediate  application,  as  upon 
the  vigour  of  the  meafures  determined  :  That  the  great 
variety  of  fadls,  and  mafs  of  matter,  which  of  courfe  mufl:  . 
come  under  the  petition-committee,  would  render  it  a 
matter  too  difficult  and  tedious  in  the  prefent  .fituation  of 
affairs,  when  every  poffible  difpatch  in  the  way  of  bufinefs 
was  required.  Thefe  reafons  were  treated  with  the  utmoft . 
,  contempt  by  oppofition.  The  pretence  of  appointing  ^ 
committee,  they  faid,  was  a  pitiful  (hift  to  defeat  the  pe- 
titiens,  which  they  durft  not  openly  rejeft.  Granting  it 
to  be  true,  that  the  American  difputes  were  merely  ot  a. 
political  nature,  yet  it  was  certain,  that  tbt  merchants^ 
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^wfiofe  cortcfpondencc  was  fo  extenfive,  and  their  infor-  CHAP, 
niation  on  all  fubjefts  fo  large,  might  be  of  ufc  to  the      XI. 
lioufe,  efpeci^lly  as  the  minifter  had  rcfufed  to  commn-  ^^  -i^^'h^J 
nicate  ail  the  tnowicdge  that  he  himfelf  had  on  the  fub-     i775- 
jefl: ;  and  it  was  a  contradiftion  to  pretend  lofs  of  time 
in  the  confidcratipn  of  the  petitions,  when  fo  much  had 
Ijecn  wantonly  thrown  away  already.    The  qucftion  for 
the   feparate  committee,  howercr,  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  hundred  and  ninety- feren  to  eighty-one. 

Thus  were  configned  to  the  committee  of  $bIivion,  as  it 
was  named  by  the  members  in  oppofition,  the  petitions 
from  London,  Briftol,  Glafgow,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Man-  yanuarrt^t 
chefter,   Birmingham,  Woolvcrhampton,  Dudley,  &c. 
The  London  merchants  prefentcd  another  petition  in  the 
ftrongeft  language,  fctting  forth,  that  the  connedilion  be- 
twixt Greats  Britain  and  America  was  of  the  commercial 
kind  ;  and   that  the  benefits  derived  from  thence  were 
^entirely  of  the  fame  nature  :  That  obferving  the  conftant 
attention  which  the  Britifli  legiflature  had,  for  more  than 
a  century,  given  to  thefc  valuable  objefts,  they  had  been 
taught  to  admit  the   regulations  by  which  that  connec- 
tion had  been  prcferved,  and  thofe  benefits  fecured,  a? 
the  moft  e£Fe£l:ual  inftiturion  which  human  wifdom  could 
have  framed  for  thele  falutary  purpofes :  That  prefuming, 
therefore,  on  that  opinion,  and  fupported  by  that  obfcr- 
Tation,  they  reprefentcd,  that  the  fundamental  policy  of 
ihefe  laws  of  which  they  complained,  and  the  propriety  of 
^enforcing,  relaxing,  or  amending  them,  were  queftion^ 
infeparably  united  with  the  commerce  between  Great- 
Britain  and  America  ;  and  copfequently,  that  a  deciHon  . 
on  the   one,  could  not  be  entered  upon  without  a  fulj 
difcuffion  of  the  other.  They  lamented  the  late  decifion, 
refening  their  petition  to  a  feparate  committee ;  by  which, 
they  faid,  they  were  precluded  from  fuch  a  hearing  in  its 
fupport,  as  could  alone  procure  them  the  relief  demanded 
by  the  importance  and  prefent  deplorable  ftate  of  their 
trade.    They  concluded  by  praying,  that  they  might  be 
heard  by  themfelves  or  their  agents,  in  behalf  of  their 
former  petition  ;  and  that  norcfolution  refpefting  Ame- 
rica might  be  taken  by  the  houfe,  or  by  any  committee 
thereof,  until  they  fhould  be  fully  heard,  A  motion  was 
then  made  that  this  fecond  petition  Ihould  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  ;  but,  after  a  moft  vi- 
olent debate,  it  was  rejefted  by  a  majority  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  to  eighty-nine. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  lord  North  having  rifen  to 
*^eply  to  the  charges  brought  againft  him  by  the  minority. 
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CH  AP.  faid,  among  other  things,  That  it  was  impollible  for  hk|f| 

XI.      to  have  forefeen  the  proceedings  in  America  refpefting 

Ci  ^^-  J  the  tea :  That  the  duty  had  been  quietly  colle£ked  before  : 

1775-     That  the  great  quantity  of  teasan  the  warehoufes  of  the 

ofthc         ^^^  India  company,  as  appeared  by  the  report  of  the 

Miniaer     fccret  committee,  made  it  neceifary  to  do  fomething  for 

vith  re-      the  benefit  of  the  company,  Jt  was  to  ferve  th^m  that 

Eaift-lndia   ^inc-pcnce  in  the  pound  weight  drawback  was  allowed  ; 

fpmpany    and  it  was  impoIEble  for  him  to  fpretel,  that  the  Ameri- 

jczpofed.     cans  would  find  fault  with  being  able  to  drink  their  tea  at 

nine-pence  ^^r  pound  cheaper  than  before. 

This  called  up  governor  Johnfon,  a  gentleman  long 
celebrated  for  his  knowledge  of  India  afiairs,  arid  of 
great  weight  with  the  company.  He  faid,  he  arofe  mere- 
ly to  fpeak  to  a  matter  of  fa£t :  That  he  could  riot  fit  flill 
and  hear  the  noble  lord  plume  himfelf  upon  a£tion% 
which,  of  all  others,  were  the  mqil  reprehenfible  in  his 
train  of  political  abfurdities  :  That  it  was  unbecoming  to 
alledge,  that  this  dangerous  meafure  had  been  adopted  to 
ferve  the  Eaft-India  company,  when  it  was  notorious,  that 
the  company  had  requc{|;ed  the  repeal  of  the  three-pence  - 
per  pound  in  America,  and  felt  and  knew  the  abfurdity 
«f  giving  a  drawback  here,  and  laying  on  a  duty  there  : 
That  the  company  offered  their  confent,  that  govcrnn^ent 
fhould  retain  fix-pence  in  the  pound  on  the  exportation,  \£ 
the  three-pence  was  remitted  in  America :  That  he  him- 
felf had  formerly  in  his  place,  requefled  and  entreated  the 
noble  lord  to  remove  the  caufe  of  difpute  ;  and  that  he 
then  foretold  to  him  the  confequence  of  perfevering  in  er- 
ror. The  company,  he  faid,  had  thus  prefentcd  the  hap- 
pieft  opportunity  that  could  be  offered  for  removing  witfe 
credit  the  caufe  of  the  American  difcontents.  The  fup- 
porting  the  authority  of  parliament  was  the  only  cauf^ 
afligned  by  the  minifter  himfelf  for  retaining  the  duty  on 
tea  ;  at  the  fame  time  he  acknowledged  it  to  be  as  anti- 
commercial  a  tax  as  any  of  thofe  which  he  had  repealed 
upon  that  principle.  Here,  then,  fprung  the  happicft  oc- 
cafion  of  doing  right,  without  interfering  with  the  claims 
on  either  fide.  The  Eaft-Indiacompanyaflced,  their  fitua- 
rcquired  the  relief.  It  could  not  be  alleged,  that  this 
was  done  at  the  inflance  of  American  difcontent. — ^cvjr 
contrivances  were  fet  on  foot  to  introduce  the  tea  intp 
America.  Various  intrigues,  folicitations,and  counter -fori 
licitations,  were  ufed  to  induce  the  chairman  and  deputy- 
chairman  of  the  company  to  undertake  this  rafh  an^ 
fbolifii  bufinefs.  It  had  been  protefled  againft  as  contrary 
jo  the  principles  of  their  monopoly ;  yet  the  power  c^ 
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piJnlftry  prevailed,   and  they  would,  notwithftanding, CHAP, 
coyer  all  thofe  fa6i8,  which  were  ready,  from  their  con-      XI. 
fcqucnccs,  td  convulfc  the  whole  empire,  under  a  pre-  L/VX.I 
tence  merely  of  ferving  the  Eaft-India  company. — ^The     ^775- 
h&s  urged  by  this  gentleman  never  were  denied  by  the 
mmiilenal  party,  either  at  that  time  or  afterwards. 

A  petition  was  next  prcfented  by  Mr.  BoUan,  Dr.  Petition  of 
Franklin,  and  Mr.  Lee,  three  American  agents,  fetting  ^^^IJgji* 
forth.  That  they  were  authorifed  by  the  American  con- 
tinental congreii  to  prefent  a  petition  from  the  congrefs 
to  the  king,  which  petition  his  majefty  had  referred  to 
that  houfe.  They  were  enabled^  they  faid,  to  throw  great 
light  upon  the  fubjeft ;  and  prayed  to  be  heard  at  the  bar 
in  fupport  of  it.  Their  application  had  the  fame  fate  with 
the  reft.  The  motion  for  receiving  the  petition  was  rejec- 
ted by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  to  fixty- 
eight.  The  merchants  of  London  alfo  made  another  effort 
to  get  fome  notice  taken  of  their  petitions,  but  in  vain. 
Two  contrary  petitions  arrived  from  Birmingham,  the  one 
praying  for  the  enforcement  of  the  American  penal  laws, 
the  other  againft  it.  A  motion  was  made  to  inquire  into 
the  manner  of  procuring  and  figning  both  petitions  ;  and 
alfo  how  far  the  perfons  feverally  figning  them  were  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  to  North-America ;  but  this  was 
over-rulejl,  as  ufuaj,  and  the  minifler  left  completely  maf- 
ter  of  the  field. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  matter  was  no  lefs  violently 
difputed  than  in  the  commons.     Lord  Chatham  brought  ^^^^  cj^^t- 
inabill,  intitled,  "  aprovifional  aft  for  f(?ttling  the  trou-  ham's  con- 
bles  in  America,  and  for  averting  the  fupreme  legiflative  c»'J^«oT 
authority  and  fuperintending  ppwer  oJF  Great-Britain  over  ^{cdz  ^^ 
the  colonies."     ?y  this  bill,  the  holding  of  a  Congrefs  hearing, 
in  the  cnfuing  month  of  May  was  allovtred,  for  the  double  ^^^'  ^* 
purpofe  of  duly  recognifing  the  fupreme  legiflative  autho- 
rity and  fuperintending  power  of  parliament  over  the  co- 
lonies, ai|d  for  making  a  free  grant  to  the  king,  his  heirs 
and  fucceflbrs,  of  a  certain  and  perpetual  revenue,  fubject 
to  the  (iifpofitior^  of  parliament,  and  applicable  to  the  al- 
leviation of  the  national  debt ;  taking  it  for  granted,  that 
this  free  aid  would  bear  an  honourable  proportion  to  the 
great  and  flourilhing  ftate  of  the  colonies,  the  neceffities 
of  the  mother-country,  and  their  obligations  to  her.     On 
fhefe  conditions  it  retrained  the  powers  of  the  admiralty- 
courts  to  their  ancient  limits  ;  and  without  repealing,  fiif- 
pcnded  for  a  limited  time  thofe  Jatc  afts,  or  parts  of  afts, 
which  had  been  complained  of  in  the  petition  from  the 
jontinental  congrefs.    It  placed  the  judges  upon  the  fame 


19^  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CH  AP.  footing,  as  to  the  holding  of  their  falaries  and  oflSccf^ 
XI.     vrith  thofe  of  England  ;  and  fecured  to  the  colonies  aH 
V"  "V"**  ''the   privileges,  franchifes,  and  immunities   granted  by 
*77J-    their  feveral  charters  and  conftitutions.     This  propofal 
was  treated  with  the  utmoft  indignity  and  contempt ;  not 
being  allowed  even  to  li^  upon  the  table.     On  this  occa- 
fion,  as  on  a  former,  the  duke  of  Cumberland  divided 
with  the  minority. 
Various  pc-     '^^^  ^^Y  ^^^^^  ^^^  rejeftion  of  lord  Chatham's  concilia- 
titiors  fc-    tory  plan,  a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  commons  by  the 
jeacd,        Weft-India  planters,  and  the  merchants  trading  to  thcfc 
^  '  **        colonies,  in  which  it  was  fet  forth,  <<  that  the  Britifli  pro- 
perty in  the  Weft-Indies  amounted  to  more   than  thirty 
millions  fterling ;  That  the  plantations  were  fubjeft  to 
many  more  contingencies  than  any  other  fpecies  of  pro- 
perty, from  their  neceflary  dependence  on  external  fup- 
port ;  confequently,  (hould  any  interruption  happen  in 
the  general  fyftem  of  their  commerce,  the  great  national 
ftock  thus  vetted  and  employed  muft  become  precarious 
and  unprofitable :  that  the  profits  arifing  froni  thofe  illands 
in  the  ftate  they  were  at  that  time,  depended  in  a  great 
meafure  on   a  free  and  reciprocal  intercourfc  between 
them  and  the  feveral  provinces  of  North- America,  from 
whence  they  were  furniflied  with  provifions,  and  other 
fupplies  abfolutely  neceflary  for  their  fupport,  and  the 
maintenance  of  their  plantations.     They  proceeded  then 
to  fhow,  that  they  could  not  be  fupplied  from  any  other 
markets,  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  their  wants,  with 
•thofe  articles  of  indifpenfible  neceffity  which  they  derived 
from  North- America  j  and  that  if  the  agreement  and  af- 
fociation  of  the  Ccmgrefs  fhould  take  full  cffeft,  which 
they  firmly  believed  would  happen,  unlefs  the  former 
harmj*ny  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies  fhould 
be  reftored,  the  iflands  would  be  reduced  to  the  greateft 
diftrefs."     This  petition,  like  all  the  reft,  was  configned 
to  the  committee  of  oblivion,  and  the  minifter  at  length 
opened  his  plan  with  regard  to  America. 
J     ,  The  meafures  now  propofed  by  the  minifter  were  en- 

North'f       tirely  of  the  coercive  kind.     A  greater  force  was  to  be 
plan  with    fent  to  America,  and  a  temporary  aft  pafle'd   to  pot  a 
!Amcricl°     ^^P  '^  ^^^  ^^^  foreign  trade  of  the  New-Englaftd  color 
Fcb.^2.'     nies,  particularly  their  filhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, until  they  returned  to  their  duty  ;  at  the  fame  time 
declaring,  that  whenever   they  fliould  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  authority  of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  pay  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  make  a  due  fubmiflion  to 
the  king,  tlieir  real  grievances,  upon  their  making  pro*? 
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per  application,  Ihould  be  rcdrcffcd.  The  othtr  colonies,  CHAP* 
he  faJd,  were  not  fo  culpable,  and  he  hoped  might  yet  XI. 
be  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  to  their  mother-coun-  v-^vvJ 
try  by  more  lenient  meifures.  The  queftion  now  lay  1771. 
within  a  very  narrow  c6mpafs,  and  was  fimply,  whether 
we  fliould  abandon  all  claims  on  the  colonies,  and  at 
once  give  up  all  the  advantages  arifing  from  our  fove-* 
reignty,  and  the  commerce  dependent  on  it  ?  Or,  whe-^ 
tber  we  fhould  have  recourfe  to  the  meafures  indifpenii- 
bly  neceffary  in  fuch  circumftances,  and  thereby  enfure 
both  ?  An  addrefs  to  the  following  purpofe  was  then 
propofed  :  <*  To  return  thanks  for  the  communication  of 
the  American  papers,  and  to  declare,  that  having  taken 
them  into  moft  ferious  conlideration,  they  found,  that  a 
part  of  his  majefty's  fubje£ts  in  the  province  of  MafFachu^ 
fetts-Bay  had  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  refill  the  auchority  of 
the  fupreme  legiflature,  and  that  a  rebellion  aftually  ex- 
ifted  at  that  time  within  the  province  :  That  with  the  ut- 
moft  concern  they  perceived,  that  they  had  been  counte- 
nanced and  encouraged  by  unlawful  engagements  and 
combinations  entered  into  in  feveral  of  the  other  colonies, 
to  the  injury  and  oppreflion  of  many  of  their  innocent 
fcUow-fubjeas  in  Great-Britain  and  the  reft  of  his  majef- 
ty^s  dominions :  That  this  conduct:  appeared  the  more  in- 
excufable,  when  it  was  confidered,  with  how  much 
temper  his  majedy  and  both  houfes  of  parliament  had 
z&cd  in  fupport  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  Great- 
Britain  :  that  they  never  could  fo  far  defert  the  trull  re- 
pofed  in  them,  as  to  rclinquilh  any  part  of  the  fovereign 
authority  over  all  the  dominions  which  by  law  is  veiled 
in  his  majefty  and  the  two  houfes  of  parliament ;  and, 
that  the  condu£l  of  many  perfons  in  feveral  of  the  colo- 
nies, during  the  late  diilurbances,  was  of  itfelf  fufficient 
to  convince  them  of  the  neceffity  of  that  power,  for  the 
prote£lion  of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  his  majefty's  fub- 
jefls.  They  ever  had  been,  and  would  be  ready  to  pay- 
attention  and  regard  to'any  real  grievances  of  his  majcf- 
ty*8  fubjefls,  which  in  a  dutiful  and  conftitutional  manner 
ihould  be  laid  before  them  ;  and  whenever  any  of  the 
colonies  ihould  make  a  proper  application  to  them,  they 
jhouldfce  ready  to  aflFord  them  every  juft  and  reafonablc 
indulgence  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  they  confidered  it  as 
their  indifpenfible  duty,  humbly  to  befeech  his  majefty, 
that  he  would  take  the  moft  effedlual  meafures  to  enforce 
due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  fupreme  authority  of  the 
legiflature  ;  and  begged  leave,  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner, to  affure  his  majefty  of  their  fixed  refolution,  at  the 
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CHAP.iiazard  of  their  jives  and  properties,  to  ftand"  by  his  nii- 
V  ._^r  ,  jcfty  ^gainft  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  inaintenanc^ 
V-    fr   ^  of  hil  j  ult  rights, '  and  thofe  of  the  two  houfes  pf  parlia- 

o...»  ji.         By  fliis  formidable  addrefs,  the  refentment  of  oppoG-^ 

Great  ae-   k..^      *  .\    '  ;^      ,<    ..        .      .^     '  «     •    •   -    ^     •  */^     '' 

bates  with  tion  was  not^only.  excited  to  the  utmoft,  but  even  fomd 

regard  toit.  of  Ite  mod  in.oderate  friends  of  adminiftration  were  ftag- 
gered,  'It  was  denied,  that  what  the  minifter  called  a^s 
df 'treafon  and /edition  were  fo  in  reality;  nor  did  they 
^rifc  from.reb^llious  motives ;  on  the  contrary,  they  werei 
pccafi6ned  .by  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  had  attempted 
to  cftabiyh  defpotifni  among  the  Americans,  as  a  prelude 
lb  the  realizing  th^  fame  wicked  fyftem  in  the  mother- 
country*,  ,  An  opppfition  to  arbitrary  meafures  was  not 
Only  juftifiable,  but  eftablifhed  by  precedent.  At  arijl^ 
ra'te,  it  w^s  a  matter  of  little  importance,  whether  the 
tranfaSions  in  America  might  properly  be  called  rebellion 
or  iipt.  The  quefton  was.  Whether  or  not  it  was  prudent 
in  the  houfe  to  declare  them*  fo  ?  \i  m  the  courfe  oif 
events,  it  fhould  he  found  neceflary  to  make  any  concef- 
fion  or  propofe  a  treaty,  fuch  conduft  with  regard  to  re- 
bels would  be  highly  diflionourable  tq.  J)afliament ;  and',^ 
if  no  treaty  fhould  take  place,  their  arms  would  neVer  be 
the  more  powerful  for  diftinguifliing  the  war  by  the  namd 
of  a  a  rebellion.  Such  a  declaration  cbuld  ha\re  no  other 
tendency  than  to  make  a  great  number,  if  not  the  whole 
people  in  America,  defperate.  It  was  in  vain  to  thihk  that 
the  other  colonies  could  be  blinded  by  fingling  dut  the 
colony  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  as  the  oply  feat  of  rebellion.' 
On  the  other  hand,  this  coald  only  ferve  to  Unite  them 
the  more  firmly  in  one  common  caufe,  which,  indeed,* 
had  been  already  done  in  a  great  meafure  by  the  coer- 
cive afts  paflTed  by  the  laft  parliament.  There  was  a  ne- 
deffity,  therefore,  either  for  attempting  fomething  t6 
feffeftuate  a  rcconcilation  with  the  colonifts,  or  to  pro- 
fide  for  a  war  with  the  whole. 

The  minifterial  reply  confifted  in  making  law-dlftinc-' 
tior.s,  at  that'time  abfurd  in  the  extreme,  between  thoft 
Who'had;^a£tually  refitted  the  laws  by  force,  and  thofe  who 
§ad  not  yet  proceeded  to  that  length.  The  declaration  of 
j^arliainlent,  it  Was  faidj  did  not  preclude  the  mercy  of 
the  crown  ;  on  thife  cfontrafy,  the  addrefs  itfelf  was  an  z£k 
of  meVcy,  in  waftiing  an  ignorant  and  obttinate  people  of 
^eir  danger.  It  wis  not  ncceflhr^y  to  punlih  univerfallf  ; 
the  puniihment  of  Hancock,' ^ith  {dtitt  of  the  principal 
fingWadersJ,  would  be  fufiicient.  The  boafted  union  of  the; 
cbicnics  \Vould  diflblvethe  moment  the  parliament  flicwei 
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kfelf  refohrcd  to  z€t  with  vigotuc  and  fcvcrity.  lie  wfiole  CH  A  P- 
of  their  political  confederacy,  as  .well  ai  their  commer-       XL 
cial    aflbciatipnsj  were  founded  upon  principles  of  felf-  w»if/^<ri^ 
Jenial,  fuffering,  and  rigour,  not  to  be  endured  by  human      WS* 
nature;  and,  therefore, muft  inftantly  fall  to  dfie ground. 
It  was  aifo  aflertedy  that  the  Amerii^am  neither  were  fol^ 
diersj  nor  ever  could  be  made  £o  ;  being  naturally  of  a 
puiilhn^mous  difpofition,  and  utterly  incapable  of  any* 
fort  of  order  of  difcipline  :  That^  by  their  lazinefs,  uo^ 
oleanlinefs,  or  radical  defe£k  of  conftitution,  they  were 
incapable  of  going  through  the  fefvice  of  a  campaign  ^ 
but  would  melt  away  with  ficknefs  before  they  cotildlace 
an  enemy ;  fo  that  a  tery  flight  force  would  be  more  thant 
fufficient  to  reduce  them  completely. 

A  gentkman,  (Mr.  C.  Vox,}  who  i^d  not  long  before 
fat  at  th«  treaf^ry  board,  moved  to  teatve  out  all  but  thr 
prelimihaty  words  of  theiaddrefs»  and  to  fubftitute  after 
them  the  folio  wing,  <<  Butd^loring,  that  the  informatioK 
whkh  they  (die  papers  laid  beforo  the  houfe)  had  afbrd-^ 
ed,  ferved  only  to  convince  the  houl^  that  the  meafuiof 
taken  ^  his  majelly^s  fervanis,  tended  rather  to  widen 
iihxi  to  heal  the  i^nhappy  difierences  between  Creat  Brli» 
taio  and  America.**  Hiis  amendment,  howcv^,  was  re« 
Je^ed  by  a  very  gteat  majority,  of  no  fewer  than  threa 
hundred  and  four  to  one  himdred  and  five  ;  aftet^  which 
the  queilion  being  put  upon  the  ortgidal,  HMtion  for  the 
addrefs,  was  carried  by  two  hundred  and  nineiy-fix  to 
one   hundred  and  fix.    Another  ihotion  was  made  tOL 
recommit  the  addrefs,  on  account  of  its  threatening  to  in-* 
Tolice  the  nation  id  the  horrors,  of  civil  war.    This  occa- 
fioncd  a  very  violent'debate,  attenfded  with  great  animo«» 
fity  andafperity  of  exprefiipn  on  both  fides  :  Themini-^ 
fters  were  charged  with  a^ing  uniformly  and  fyftema- 
tically  upon  tory  and  arbitrary  principlesi  fubverfive  oi 
the  conftitution,  deftru6iive  of  the  rights  of  the  people]^ 
and  which  had  thrown  the  whole  empire  into  a  ftate  o£ 
diftraftion  and  confufiom   By  a  purfuance  of  thefe  dif^ 
graceful  and  ruinous  meafures,  they  had  tarniihed  the 
kftre  of  the  crown,  alienated  the  afFe^ions  of  the  people 
and  funk  the  nation  from  the  higheft  pinnacle  of  power 
and  gtory,  to  a  degree  of  contempt  in  the  eftimation  of 
the  reft  of  Europe,  which,  only  a  few^ycars  ago,  it  would 
have  been  deemed  impoflible  for  the  accumulated  misfor- 
tunes and  difgracesof  an  age  to  have  accompliihed.  But 
that,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  a  tory  adminiftration,  they  had 
fccrificed  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  in  all 
Utanfadrions  with  foreigners ;  and  referved  all  the  fpirit, 

Vol.  V.  C2 
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CHAP*  the  pride,  the  dignity  and  force  of  government,   to  btf 

^  XI*       played  off  againft  the  liberties  of  tlie  people  at  honve.  A 

Km  i*y>--/  bitter  day  of  retribution,  however,  it  was  predidlcd, 

1775-      lirouid  inevitably  come,  when  they  muft  anfwer  to  the' 

jtrftice  ^f  their  country,  for  the  mifchief  they  bad  already 

done,  and  for  the  irretrievable  ruin  ^to  which  th«y  had 

pluiiged  the  nation. 

On  the  other  fide,  all  the  evils  and  difturbanccs  m 
America  %vcre^  direftly,  or  indireftly,  attributed  to  the 
€<ppofition*  Great  complaints  were  made  of  afafiioh  at 
lldn>e,  a  republican  fpirit  and  principles^  and  that  the 
Americans  were  fpirited  up  to  their  violence  and  rebef- 
Hon  by  incendiary  writers  and  fpeakers  in  England.  In 
the  cogrfe  of  this,  violence  and  altercation.  Sir  W.Mayne, 
Iiaving  fpoken  fome thing  of  Caial'mes  athome^  who* ought 
tb  be  dragged  fortli  to  public  difgrace  and  piinrftimcnt, 
was  called  to  by  the  Right  Hon.  T.  Towttfhend  lopoint. 
them  out.  He  was  told  that  the  imputation  was  un-' 
doubted  tyjuft  ;  but  he  feemedto  mifplaccit :  That  if  he 
ibeant  by  Catallnes,  thofe  who  were  mv6lving  their  coun-^ 
fry  in  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war„thcy  could  eafily  be 
found  J  but  it  would  be  on  that  fide  on  which  he  did  not 
wifh  the  fearch  to  be  made.  The  queftion^  however,: 
being  at  lail  put  on  a  recommitment  of  the  addrefs,  the! 
motion  was  loft  by  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  to  on«^ 
hundred  and  five. 
Marquis  of  Next  day,  February  7,  a  conference  was-  held  with  the 
Raking,  ipper  houfe,  at  the  requeft  of  the  commons,  to  propofe 
tion  rcjcS-  their  joining  in  the  addrefs.  This  bufinefs  being  over,,  the 
ed,  Feb.  7.  Marquis  of  Rockingham  flood  up  to  prefent  a  petition 
from  the  Weft-India  planters  to  the  lords,  jeift  at  th^retf 
monient  that  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  arofe  to  ffetk:  o&  the 
affairs  of  that  country.  A  debate  having  enAied  who 
fhould  be  firft  heard,  the  preference  was.  at  laift  gjivcn  to- 
the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  on  account  of  the  intpoftanee^ 
the  fubjeft  on  which  he  was  to  fpeak.  Tlifs^  however^ 
took  up  but  little  time  ;  he  having  only  made  a  motion  tc 
infert  the  words  *«  the  lords  fph-itual  and  temporal  iti 
the  addrefs  of  the  commons,  diat  fo  it  might  jointly  eofiie 
from  the  two  houfes- 

The  Marquis  now  introduced  the  fubjc£l  of  the  peti- 
tions ;  and  in  his^  fpeech,  after  ftating  the  importance 
of  the  fubje£t,  offered  inftantly  to  bring  evidence,  that 
fbme  of  the  Weft -India  iflands  could  not  fubfift  after  the 
prefent  addrefs  had  once  had  its  full  operation  in  Ameri- 
ca. He  alfo  denied  that  any  real  information  eould  be 
ebtainedi  concerning  the  attairs  of  that  <;ofitiacnt|  horn 
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papers  fo  imperfeft,  and  avowedly  curtailed,  as  had  been  CH  APy 
laid  before   parliament  by  the  rainifter.     He  likcwife      XI. 
raamtaiTicd,  that  even   xf  the  .papers  had  been  in  their  v— -v— -/ 
original   ftate»    they    were  infufficicnt  to   convey  that     .^77^- 
full  information    which,  was   neceffary  in  the   prefent 
caie.  The  iervants  of  the  crown  were  much  more  liable 
to  be  impofed  upon  than  the  merdiants,  as  was  evident 
from  the  f<)lfe  information  which  had  already  been  given» 
and  by  which  the  mifchievous  ada  of  parliaoien^  fo  nuicb 
complained  of,  had  been  produced, 

Theie,  and  other  arguments  were  anCwered  by  miaiC* 
try  in  the  ufual  ftile, — That  there  w^sa  jreceiCty  either 
to  reiinqnifii  America  emirely,  or  inilantly  to  compel 
fubmiSion  by  every  poiTibk  method.  The  diftrcifes  of 
people'  of  all  ranks  were  acknowledged,  but  treated  as  a 
matter  of  Uttleiconfequence,  in  comparifon  of  the  vaft 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  fucceisful  war.  Even  if 
fortune  ihottld  declare  for  the  Americans,  and  Britain  b^ 
obliged  atlaftto  reiinquiOi  her  claim  of  fovsreignty,  fttlt 
it  washer  duty  toafiert  it.  The  prize  was  great, and  well 
worth  eontending  for.  The  event  of  all  Jiuman  affairs  is 
uncertain.  No  plan,  however  well  concerted,  can  iafure 
fuccefs  :  The  queftian,  however,  was,  whetlier  it  were. 
better  inftantly  to  give  up  our  rights  without  any  coatefi, 
or  abide  the  utmoft  inconvenience  that  would  attend  our 
aflertion  of  them  ? 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  lord  Camden,  who  hajd 
been  ^ry  tevere  in  his  charge  againft  the  Americans  U> 
d%e  great  furprife  of  the  houfe,  condemned,  with  the  ut-% 
mod  sfperity;  the  meafure  of  laying  on  the  duties  in  1 767, 
vhieh  be  declared  to  be  the  moft  abfurd  and  pernicious  , 

that  could  be  devifed,  and  the  -caufe  of  all  the  evils  which 
at  prefent  threatened  the  ftate.  This  unexpe£led  declora* 
tion  was  followed  by  one  ftill  more  furprifing..  Thr^e 
lords,  who  ?t  that  time  had  been  cabinet  counfellors,  and 
beldthe  firft  offices  in  the  (late,,  declared  fepaifatejy,  thgt 
they  had  no  fliare  in  that  meafure,  nor  had  ever  given,  it 
any  approbation  ;  two  of  them  condemned  it  in  expreis 
terms  ;  8»d  the  other,  who  was  ftill  in  high  office,  did 
not  by  any  means  fecm  to  approve  of  4t. 

Thilfpiece  of  intelligence  was  received  with  the  great- 
eft  marks  <of  ail;onsihment..  That  any  meafure  fhould  be 
adopted  by  miniftry^  contrary  to  the  inclinatianand  jud^-« 
tftentof-minifters,7feeflMd  a  paradox  m  be  explained  ouly 
on  Ae  fuppofition  .of  an  unfeen  and  fecret  influence  over 
Ae  national  ^oaaetls,  fo  often  co^iplainedof  by  the  pg- 
^^t8.  This  fi«tbn«wasac€ordu]^y'revived  aiid'lftmeiiced  ^ 
mzh  altercation^  arraignment^  aiad  r^criuiioatioiv  lo^k 


f^      .  HISfOR*  dFleSGLAND. 

^    3^     'licral  f(*mfAicms''^^of  tfcfe  htrnfCj  the  ma^uis  of  Jtocki^- 

j^^ry^j'harn'd  mbrian  ^asloR^  atid*:th6  bctittens  rrffefed  flbeaijifg, 

i77J«     "by  a  vift  majorlf  y:of  6ttt  htindrcd  ^nd  lour  t6  Ivp'tn  ty-niue. 

*A  -protcft  %a^  figned  by  eighteen  lordi,  itf  whiduhe  in<*a. 

fxitcs  of  id«hiriI(tratio!l  wtfc  fevercly  eofJdemticd,  and 

^^*<*Mtb>oriclvd'ed'{n t^^ following riiantieV :  "Becanfe the 

"tticwis  of  etofotfcmg(tHe  atfdiority  of  the  Btltifli  Icgitiatuic 

is  Confided  tdpctfbris  of  wh6fe  eapiicity  for  th«it>  piirpofe, 

'  fkt>ai  abundant  pxpefience,  ve  have  rbhUih  \x>  doubt ;  and 

*  Wio  hare  hitheaomade'  ufc  of  no  cSkft^ta!^  hieifM  of  cofi- 
icHiatttig  or  of  red^idng^  thdfc  i«rho  oppdfefSat  4vPl9lot?ky : 

'This  appears  in  tire* conftanr  failure  of  all  tSicft^projefts, 
ttcinnifficSertcy  -of  A\  Wieh:  information,  HUdi  tfte*dt(ap- 
pointraent  of  ali  thebi^s,  which  they- hiv© for  fcveral 
years  held  otit'to  Ae  pnblte.  Parliament  hfts  never  rd'afcd 
any  of  their  prbpofafcfjattd  yet  o\ir  aflTairy  havtf  pjQoceeded 
4ai}y  ftom  bad  tb  woffe,  utitM  ^w  have  b€l?rt  bf dught,  ftep 

•  jby  ttcp,  to  Aat  ftaitc  of^^bfJftiftDn,  and  fev^  civk^lolctnce, 
*^ich  was  th*  m^iiral  nefuTt  bf  thefe  defpcrtfte  roettfures. 

'  «  ^e,<heiftfore,f)Tbteftagalnftah2^refd;am(mntiog 

to  a  declaration  of  war,  which  is  foondod  on  «io  proper 

'   *  paflidthentaty  information  5  which  vnai  introduced  by 

*efufin|g  tfe  fUflfer  the  prefcntation  of  petitidne  aga$nft/it| 

"  (althdiighit  be  the'undonbtcd  right  of -thefulgeS'to  pre- 

fent  the  fanit*) ;  which  followed  the  tej«£lidla  of  every 

mode  of  seebnciliadon  ;  which'  holds'  <PSt  no  fabftantial 

offer  of  redreft  ^of  grievances  \  and  which  p»OBiif€«  &p- 

port  to  thofe*  miniiters  who  have  inflim€d . Ameri(»^  and 

grofc}y  mifconduaed  the  affaii^s  of  Oreat^JSritliifi,*^     r 

MfiTtcliu-      Thus  the  mmiftry ,  having  proved  ii W w  ateiy  viftotious, 

/cttsBay    no  further  obftacie  remained  to  the  entertng  upon  dadfive 

Wu'^aff"/  ^^^^^^^  ^*  regard  to  America.    In  anflwrer  to  tfaeiid- 

^    ^  '  dreft,  a  meflage  was  Cent  from  the  throne^^tfiandlng  aa 

augmentation  of  the  forces  by  fea'  atid  land*  Thift'  being 

referred  to  |fic  ttfual  committee  o€  fupplj^^  «-projeA  was 

next  formed  of  laying  far^r  reftridions  bn  the  province 

of  MaflkchufettBrBay  ;  it  being  deemed  abAird  to  fend  a 

military  force  thither^  without  making  proper  coercive 

laws,  of  which  the  milttary  were  to  enforce  the  ej:eeution. 

For  this  porpofe;  the  minifter  declared  he  would  flsake 

'    thoice  of  a  punifliment  fo  univerfaly  that  all  ranks 

and  degrees  of  men  cotiM  not  but  be  afield  by  it, 

which,  of  courfe,  he4upp(^d,  would  produce  obedience 

f^.  zo*     to  the  former  laws.  A  biil  waa  therefore  brought  into  the 

houfe  of  commons^  to  re(bain  the  trade  and  commerce 

of  theprovincesof  Maffiidiufetts«Bay  andNew-Hampihire, 

jAe  colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Jfland^  and  Pro-; 
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Tttencc: P|a»^a^ionp  in  Npnh* Amoric?,  to  Qreat Britanu GHA^r 
Jrdiw^/aaH  thfi.Bfitifh  iflj^^d?  in.Af^  W  ^. 

IQ prf4iibit  fpch  colonies  ;?nd  p^gyifiqes.  fi»m  cauying  op  v-  -y—  -> 
a»y  fiihery  onihq  banks  of  Ncvvfq^nd^*?^^^  other  plac^  w^' 
thcTcip  to  be.m^ntioocdt  W^dcy  .qertain  coudirion^^^and 
ibr  a  TiiBited  tinic.  The  extreme  ifijTjcrity.of  thi$/a^, 
^howevcFy  might  be  alleviated  by  nichf^ronfion^  as.(«v^uld 
not  dcftroy  its  main  objefli^or  whijph4r^afoi>  ibe  t^u^I 
only  prqipokit  zs  temporary,  to  cotntinuc  eitjicff  to  ^e 
end  of'  the  year,  or  the  next  feilion  of  parltam^ilt  ^  z^d 
he  would  alfo  propofe,  that  particular  pcvbns  xgight  ^ 
-excepted,  upon  their  obt^iining  certificates  from  ibe  go- 
-Termor  of  the  province  in.  which  they  rcGded^  of  their 
good  behaviour ;  or  upon  their  ^ubiScribing  x  Uf^,  ZC" 

knowledging  the  rights  of  parliament*  *     '      J. 

The  debates  on  this  bill  were  kmg.  and  violent;  ^11 
the  arguments  whkh  had  been  ufed  oa  former  occa&^s 
by  the  members  ip  oppofltion  were  now  coUefbed  and 
•urged  wailh  the  ^tmoft  vehemence*  The:y  were  attendoi, 
however^  wifK' their  ufu^al  want  of  fucceCs,  the  queft^>n 
being  carried  ini  favour  of  thohiU  by  two  hundxed  and 
-fixt^K^ne  to  eighty-five.  .  .    •  v 

In  the.ffurther  pfogrefs  af  this,  bill,  a  petition  was  Petition  of 
prefcntcd  by  the  merchants  and  traders  in  London,  tn-^on^cr- 
terefted  in  the  American  commerce.    The  purport  of  it  chants,  &c« 
,was,  that,  byifs  confe^uences,  the  bill  muft  overwhelm  rejc^acd. 
thottfandsof  bisraajedy's  loyal  fubjeiSiS  in  poverty  and 
diftrefsf  by  depriving  rhem  of  the  only  means  by  which 
they  fuppprted  their  families  i.  and  that  it  would  he  in- 
jurious to  i^e  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  by  diHU^Ung 
the  colonies  from  paying  their  debts*    It  would  iircreafc      .^  ^  ^ 
.the  diilurbances already  exitiing  in  America,  and  proha-.  >' 
Uy  prove  the  immediate  caufe  of  hoftlliiies.     It  would 
;  indtiec  the  Frjenoh  to  extend  their  fifheries ;  and  it  would 
Jsdd  tothe.fufferiogs  of  the  Americans,  which,  from  the 
Dther  oppreflive  and  partial  a£ls  of  parliament,  were  ,al* 
^  ready  vlary  fevere,  and  would  befides  invite  then%  to  a 
.  cotitrabaad  trade. 

This  petition  had  the  fingular  good  fortune  to  be 
heard;  and  it  was  even  agreed,  that  the  petitioners 
ftoiild  be  allowed  counfel  in  behalf  of  their  alkg^ions^ 
;  In  cohfeqD^nce  of  this,  a  great  number  of  witnefles  were 
examined  at  the  bair,  from  whofe  depoftiops  itappejared,  ' 
that  fo  long  ag^  as  the  year  1764,  the  four  proyinces  of 
New»EiigIand  employed,  in  -  theii^  i^v^a)^  ^ikeri^,  no 
kfs  th^n  45,^80  ton  of  (hipping,  and  6002  men  ;  and 
lh)t  the  produce  of  iheir  fiflierksin:  the  foreign  markets, 
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CHAP*  for  that  f  car,  amounted  to  the  fom  of  322,2101.  i6s.^ 
KI.      Since  that  timCy  the  fiiheries  had  ific^^fed  very  much. 

4^-.y-i>,^  -j-jj^  New-England  fifli  was  much  better  than  that  lAkexi 
f77S'  \^j  fl^Jps  fitted  out  by  Gresrt-Britain,  All  the  materials 
'ufed  in  the  fiiheties,  except  fait,  an<l  the  limber  of  which 
the  veflels  were  built,  were  taken  from  this  country,  and 
the  nctt  proceeds  of  tlue  fifliqry  remitted  here.  It  was  ulfo 
proved,  that  neither  the  whak  nor  cod  fifhery  could  be 
carried  on  to  any  degree  of  equal  advantage  and  extent> 
cither  from  Newfoundland  or  Qreat-Britain,  s»  from 
North- America.  .  In  favour  of  the  latter,  there  were  k» 
veral  local  s^nd'  fome  natural  advantages,  Jwhich  could 
neither  bcfupplied  nor  <:ounteTaded.  It  was  impoffible 
to  transfer  the  ftflie^jies  from  New-England,  eklter  to 
JSFova*Scotia  or  Quebec,  on  acco*2nt-of  tlie  deficiencies 
-.  both  of  rmn  and  money.;  nor  could  the  natural  difadvan- 
tagcs  of  thefe  places  be  countera&ed  any  where  elfe  but 
in  New^Engknd.  At  any  ratc^  die  (topping  of  one 
fiihery,  and  eftabliflung  anothei:,  mv^ft  take  up  (o  much 
time,  that  the  trade  would,  be  inevitably  :loft;  and  the 
people  belojjging  to  the  Ameri^jan  fi(heries  had  fuch  w 
abhorrence  of  the  military  government  oHialifax,  as  weH 
^Q  the  manners  of  the  people,  that  they  would  not  be  in- 
duced, by  jmy  confid^^ration,  to  remove  thUhier,  even  fyp" 
pofing  them  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  cmigi^tion.  Jp 
appeared,  likewife^  tliat  there  was  i^early  a  ^pillion  of 
money  owing. by  the  people  of  New-England  a>  the  city 
of  London  only, 

On  the  part  of  adminiilration,  Mr.  B.  Lifter,  of  Poo), 
who  had  long  traded  to  Newfoundland,  was  examined. 
He  endeavoured  to  fliew,  that  though  the  New-England 
fifliery  (liould  be  flopped,  the  foreign  jnarkets  might,  ne- 
verthelefs,  be  fufliciently  fupplied  ;  in  fupport  of  which 
ppfition,  he  urged,  that  the  filhery  from.  GrcatJintaia 
might  be  extended  to  any  degree  whatever,  .as  this  iflaitd 
pofreire<l  men,  money,  and  fliips  fuificic«t  for  the  pur- 
yyok.  He^howpver,  cautioufly  evaded  fuch  queftions  as 
might  tend  to  overthrow  the  doSrine  he.  meant  to  eftab- 
Jifii.  Being  afked,  «  whether  tl^  fhips  fitted  «out  for  thfr 
Newfoundland  fiftiery  from  Great- Britain  were  not-fitted 
out  at  one-third  naore  expenfe  than  thofe  of  'North-Aflftc-L 
.rica  ?  he  anfwered,,  *<  diat  he  was  no  judge  >of.  that  mat- 
ter :"  And  10  another,  «  how  many  hundred  ton  of  ftip- 
ping  had  been  employed,  on  an  average,  in4^herCradeP' 
he  replied,  «<  that  he  had  not  confidcred  the  fubjeS:."  In 
other  mattersi  he  fecmed  to  hsax^e  fufficient  informaticai. 
His  evidence^ however,  >did  not  appear  fuflBlcieailf  .fotis^ 


h^S^ory  ixxwrerthrow  ihe-tc(limotiy  of  all  the  jcft  of  tht;  CH  A  P. 
witHcfiss.     It  appeajcd,  tKaC  »bout  400.  {hips,  carrying  in       ^^'    ^ 
all  36,oot>  toils ;  2000  fifliing  {haUops,  of  20,000  tons  v*— v— ' 
kurden ;  an-d  io,ooa  mcrf,  were^cmploycd  in  thcfifltery.     ^^^^* 
ftrom  GreatrBriteHi  to  Newfoundland :  that  dbove  600,000 
quii>tal»  of  'fift  wefo  rafaeh  annually,  which,  upon  an 
average  of  feven  year^j^,  we^«  worth  fourteen  ihillings  per 
<|ttintftl  5  anrf,  wiA  the  other  amounts,  coufifting  of  faU 
mon,  cod-^iF,  fea-oil,  and-furd,  exceeded  half  a  mtlKon 
anntna^y ;  and  tfeat  of  the  ao,ooo  rtien  from  Great-Bri-» 
tain  and  Irebftd,  employcdjn  that  fishery,  8000  neccfF^-» 
rily  continued  in  Newfoundland  all  the  winter. 

Oa  thb  occafion,  fomc  other  petitions  were  prefcntcd, 
panictilarly  one  from  the  QuaJccrs;  fetting  forth,  that  a  Ql»2^5C". 
great  number  of  innocent  perfons,    particularly  in  the  {^J^'^^^f* 
iB&vkd  of  Ifantceket,  would,  by  the  prohibitory  bill,  •  be  jftimuckct. 
^eduqfed   to  extfeme  diftrefs-     The  inhabitants  of  this 
kland  amounted  to  between  five  and  fix  tfaoufand  in  num-» 
ber:  the  foil  of  it  w^as  fo  barren,  that,  though  fifteenf 
miles  in  length,  by  three  in  breadth,  its  produce  was 
fcarce  Aiflieieat  (or  the  maintenance  of  twenty  families* 
Frotmthe^nly  hari>our  this  iflvnid  contains,  withootnatu* 
ral  produ€h  of  any  fort,  the  ^nhabi^ants,  by  an  aftoiii(l> 
iQg  ,indu(try, 'kejpt  an  huiulred  and   forty  Teflels  con- 
ftantly  employed.     Of  thefc,  eight  were  occupied  in  the 
importation  of  necefiary  proviiions,  and  the  reft  in  the 
whale  fifhcry  j  which,  with  invincible  courage  and  perfe* 
vcrancc,  rhey  had  extended   from  the  frozen  regions  of 
the  North,  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  the  Brazils,  and  even 
a^  fat  fotrth  at  Falkland  Iflands ;  and  feme  of  their  fifhing 
Toyages  contttiued  eweWe  monthis.     The  petition,  after 
expaaating  on  the  innocence,  induftry,  and  utility  of  this 
Cofony»  the  great  hazards  attending  their  occupation,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  their  gains,  fhewed,  that  if  the  bill 
pafied  into  a  law,  they  mtilt  in  a  fhort  time  be  expofed  to> 
all  the  dreadful  miferics  of  famine.     The  fingular  (if  na- 
tion and  circumftances  of  thefe  people  occafioned  fome 
attention  tp  be  paid  to  them.     Mr.   Rice,  a  gentleman 
on  the-fidtt  of  adminiftration,  declared,  that,  on  a  prin- 
ciple of  htunanity,  *he  would  move,  that  a  claufe  fhould 
be  added  to  the  bill,  to  prevent  its  operation  being  ex* 
tended  to  ^ny  \rhale  fhips  which  failed  before  the  ift  of 
March,  and  were  at  that  time  the  property  of  the  people 
6t  Nantucket; 

'    Thefe  petitions  occafioned  a  vaft  deal  of  difputes  in 

,  Soth  houfes*     A  petition,  fimilar  to  that  prefented  to 

Ac  commons  by  titc  Landomnerchant,  W43  introduced 
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CHAP,  into  the  upper  hdufc  by  the  marquis  of  Rockiogfaamf 
XL       and  two  of  the  witncflcs  who  had  appeared  at  the  bar  ol- 
*-— V*— ^  the  other  houfe,  were  re-examined  before  the  lards. 
D  bate*  on  .    ^  ^^  prefcnt  evidence,  feme  new  grouiid  was  takeit 
the  peci.     ^°  favour  of  the  merchants^  and  the  vaft  impotftanoe  ol 
tioQs  in  the  the  American  commerce  at  large  infifted  vponv    The  for- 
hotS!  ^^    ^f^  witnefs  from  Pool,  with  anothcar  who  bad  beeil;  cap- 
tain  o(  a  (hip,  from  the  fame  place,  were  alfe  examined  ^ 
and  the  teftimony  of  two  offiipers  of  rank  in  ttie  fea  fer- 
vice,  both  of  whom  had  ferted  on  the  ^fewfoundIand 
ftation,  was  alfo  received.    By  this  evidence  il  was  in^ 
tended  to  prov«,  tbit  the  Britifli  Newfoundland  fifhery 
might  be  extended  to  fuch  a  degree  as  co  fupply  all  the 
European  markets  i  that  if  an  abfolutc  prohibnion  took 
place,  fo  as  to  exclude  the  AmeriGang  totally  and  perpe- 
tually from  the  fifhery,  it  would  be  of  the  greateft  benefit 
to  this  nation ;  and,  that  upon  every  principle  of  policy 
and  commerce,  both  toftrengthen  ouir navy  and  increafe 
our  trado,  it  ifaould  be  confined  entirely  to  our  own  peo' 
pie. 

After  the  fecond  reading,  the  Maflachufetts  bill  was 
veiy  ably  oppofcd  by  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  Inf 
the  courfe  of  his  fpcech  he  entered  into  a  very  minutd 
detail  of  the  American  trade,  and  took  a  comparativo 
view  of  that  of  New-England  at  different  periods.  In 
the  year  1 704,  he  (hewed  that  the  whole  amcJttnt  of  the 
exports  to  New-England  was  only  about  70,0001.  annu-» 
ally  J  thatin  1754,  ithad  increafed  to  i8o,90ol.  and  in 
the  fucceeding  ten  years  to  4oo,oool.  and  that  in  the  laft 
ten  years  it  had  been  nearly  doubled.  He  concluded  hi& 
'  fpeech  with  a  total  difapprobation  of  the  meafures  pur- 

fued  relative  to  the  colonies,  fince  the  repeal  of  tho 
ftamp.a£l5  and  foretold^  that  an  ufeful  and  conflitu- 
tional  agreement  in  fentiments,  and  coalition  of  inter-' 
efts,  could  never  take  place  between  them  and  the  mo- 
ther country,  unlefs  the  former  meafures  preceding  the" 
laying  on  of  any  duties  on  the  Americans  were  r^currei 
to  and  adopted. 

As  yet,  however,  the  efforts  of  oppoiition  fervcd  only^ 
to  (hew  the  weaknefs  off  their  caufe.  The  prohibitory 
bill  was  carried  by  one  hundred  and  four  to  twenty-nincr 
An  amendment  was  propofcd,  by  which  the  colonics  of 
New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
South-Carolina,  (hould  be  included  in  the  lame  reftric- 
tions  with  the  New-England  colonics,  and  carried  by  fc- 
venty- three  to  twenty-one.  But  as  this  amendment 
prod^iced  a  difFerence  between  the  tttfe  and  body  of  ^^ 
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M     .:    .  :      .•  ■-  .  :^^  ^--^    *-  '      •     •         ■   r     ■  .        :*^   ♦•'^■*'»'    'i.  '^  **  - 

bjfllVWcH  would  hiyt  occafipned  grcat^  eqiHarrdlDn^M.  CH.AP^ 
fctte  (^9 en'  who  Were  tq^  carry  it  iat(\  ex^cutipii*  >ift  '    3U  * 
was  r&je<?lej  bytha^commoa^     which  r-cjeQioa j .t^cjng  L/*\'AJ 
|f3^d  to'ty  tlfejorcfsji'^in  a  conference  ]jelcl /bAetvyeen . the  '* "  ^71-^-    • 
tWq^^^l^lj^t  f (^ce^^^    th^KtTyar  aflciit;  in\  its  .pyig,ia^  ..^/..     ,, 

lOrm.       ».  «  x,^  C «,..•<**  '  >    .-,..•     vH^      '*  ** 

te  l^ewJ^Snglano^^^  a£i'  was  acconipanijdL- 

iM^^ah^dTc^  iw^tli^^^^  feamea>^iy;l(i  |^°J!fh'g 

fj^^rithon^nAthree liundr^^  qighty-thrfe  land  for*^  concihat*- 

(^V  arid  the  **ra({'  de^mand^  jfoIlaWeVi^  by  aa  cxplanatiQil.''y  P^*»- 
ftemibe  niriai!leri.'t1iat;.thc  TorGe  at  Bpftori  would  be  aug*. 
Aitit^d  fo  ,f eri  ^Tioufand  men,  "which  *was  deemed  fufS-. 
deht  for  enforcing 'the  laws  ;'  and  tliat  the  appointment 
(ff  a'  nItfriH'er  o/addiflohal  officers,  (which^  however,  wau 
cbfiiplaiAcd  cM"'  as'  jv  fiieafure  inducing  needlefs  expenfe^) !^ 
was  hecefTary,  ^s^k  was  intended'  to  carry  on  the  opera- „ 
tipns  of  America  \}f  fhea'ns  of  detachmeiits.     Thcfe  pro- 
porfals  drew  T6rf1f*tR^\ficrceft   wrath  of  oppofition  ;  the 
iflcoftfiftency,  folly,  and  cruelty  of  minifters  refoundejj 
through  the   boufe*.    But  while  .both  parties -.were  ex- 
hauftin^  themfelves' in  frultlefs  debates,  Iprd  North  fur- 
prized  the  whole  nation  by  his  conciliatory  motion,  af- 
terwards filled  his  olive  branch.     By  this  it  was  propdfed,..  ' 
thv'whcn*nie  governor,  council,. and  affembly  of  any 
provipce,  or  the  general^  court,  iliould  propofe  to  make 
provifion  according  to   their  refpec^ire   conditions,  cir- . 
cumflan'cc§/and  fituations,  for  contributing  their  propor- 
tign,  to  the  comnion  defence,  fuch  proportion  to  be  raifed . 
urt8ejJ*{hti.*au'thority  of  the  general  court,  or  general  af-:,. 
feiftb^  dTTuch  province  or  colony,  and  difprcfable  by  pnr-* 
lia?fmntV  ^nd  fhall  engage  to  make  provifion  alfo  for  the- 
iupport  of  the  civil  government,  and  the  adminiftration 
oftuftice  'in  fuch  province  or  colony,  it  wcold  be  proper^ 
if  lucfi'pyopbfalfliould  be'approvrd  of  by  his  raajcfty  in  '^ 
parliament,  and  for  fo  long  as  fuch  p/oVifion   fiiall  be 
ntji'dt  accordingly,  to,  forbear,  in  refpeii't   of  fuch  pro- 
ifiiice  or  colony,  "to  levy  any  dutii.*s,  tax,  or  affefTmeRt^  . 
q,Qegt§nly  iiich  duti^s^as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impofe 
foVfficj ?gu^atioH  of  'commercc^jV  the  ne.t  produce  of  the  , 
difcies.laft  rmfinTiohed -10  be  c  irried  to  the  account  of  fuch  ^ 
p^^iiV^^'  colony,  of  plantation  ri^fpeftirciy^   '  '                .. 
*Siich"J  prppoption  frcih4^e  mihiflL'r  inVqlved  him  ia. 
tem^ft  yioijenf  .conteff^i  cven\witli    ihi^Q  of  his  owii.  " 
PartSr;  ■  Howey^er,  .hie  focn  conyni<-'ed  itVe  majcontetits,^  j 

tit  ,2|)peaf a^lQwC  ?ff "kn^y 'and-  coneetfioiV  contained   ^ 
^co'hciliatbry  rfiotPini  wpre  by  no  means  inconfif-^ 
bhHlie%>6l!  figia  nieafures  5  -n^y,  .fo  ^i^eB  did  :h« ' 
Vol.  V.  D2 
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CHAP,  fuccecd  in  the  explanation  of  his  ownpropofal>  that  hfi 

XL        acknowledged  he  had  no  expe&atioQof  its  being  well  re- 

{y^Y\J  ceived  by  the  generality  of  the  Americans  5  but  that,  if 

»77i^»       ic  did  no  good  there,  it  would  in  Britain  :  it  would  unite 

the  people  of  England,  by  holding  out  to  them  a  di(lin£l; 

objeft  of  revenue  5  and,  as  it  united  this  country,  would 

difunite  America :  thatwhaterer  provinco  came  firft  to 

make  a  dutiful  offer,  would  be  kindly  and  gently  treated  ; 

and  if  only  one  province  accepted  the  offer,  the  whole 

confederacy  would  be  broken. 

By  the  members  in  oppofition  this  bill  was  reprobated 
in  the  moft  violent  manner.  All  their  eloquence,  how- 
ever, was  by  no  means  fufficient  to  carry  the  point  even 
here,  when  the  minifter  had  been  deferted  by  fome  of 
his  ftauncheft  friends.  The  bill  was  paffed  by  a  majority^ 
of  274  to  88. 

This  bill  was  followed  by  another,  fcemingly  of  a  con* 
trary  tendency,  being  a  fupplement  to  the  New-England 
Reftraining  fiflicry  bill,  and  included  thefe  colonies  which  had  been 
bill  of  the  'i*^ferted  in  the  amendment  formerly  mentioned.  No  dc- 
coioHies!  t>ate  of  any  confequence  enfued  on  this  fubjed:;  but  the 
difeuffion  of  another  petition  from  the  Weft-India  plan- 
ters, proved  the  means  of  rendering  the  importance  of 
thefe  iflands  more  generally  underftood  than  it  had  for- 
nmerly  been.  From  the  evidence  adduced  at  this  time, 
it  appeared  that  the  capital  in  thefe  iflands,  confifting  of 
cultivated  lands,  buildings,  negroes,  and  ftock  of  ail 
kinds,  did  not  amount  to  lefs  than  (ixty  millions  fterling. 
Their  exports  of  late  years  to  Great-Britain  had  run  to 
about  190,000  hcgfheads  and  puncheons  of  fugar  and 
rum  annu?Jly ;  amounting  in  weight  to  95,000  tons, 
and  in  value  about  four  millions  ;  befides  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmaller  articles,  as  well  as  their  immenfc  export 
to  North- America.  So  rapid  was  the  improvement  of 
thefe  ifland?,  that,  within  a  very  few  years,  their  export  of 
fugar  to  Britain  had  been  increafed  by  40,000  hogfheads 
annually,  amounting  to  near  8oo,oool.  in  value ;  and  it 
feemed  probable,  that  no  lefs  than  thirty  millions  of  Weft- 
Indian  property  belonged  to  people  in  Britain  ;  and  that 
the  revenue  gained  above  700,000!.  annually  upon  the  di- 
re<fl:  Weft -India  trade,  exclufive  of  its  evcittual  and  cir- 
cuitous produds,  and  of  the  African  trade.It  was  alfo  fully 
(hown,  that  this  immenfe  capital  and  trade,  as  well  as  the 
African,  neither  of  which  could  fubfift  without  the  other, 
were  both  from  nature  and  circumftance  totally  depen- 
dent upon  North-America. 
This  petition,  as  well  as  another  from  Waterford,  in 
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iTelandy  produced  no  good  confeqnencee.    The  mlnif- CHAP, 
terial  plan  waa:  Bnakerably  determined.      Conciliatory      XI. 
motions  were  propofed  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Hartley  }  C/W> 
bu^,  whatever  ingenuity  might  be  difplayed  in  the  devi-      "i-iys- 
fing  and  framing  of  thefe  motions,  very  little  regard  was  ^J'j^"^^* 
paid  to  them  by  adminiftration.     The  only  thing  remar-  Hartley's 
kable  was  the  immcnfe  value  of  North- America  to  Bri-  conciiiato- 
tain,  as  appeared  from  Mr.  Burke's  comparative  view  of  ry^j^^**  ^* 
the  trade  of  this  country  at  difForent  periods.  From  thence 
it  was  fhown,  that,  in   1704,  the  exports  to  North- Ame- 
rica, Weft-Indies  and  Africa,  amounted  only  to  569,930!. 
That  in  the  year  1772,  which  was  taken  upon  a  medium, 
as  being  neither  the  higheft  nor  the  lowcft  of  thof«  which 
might  have  been  applied  to  of  late,  the  exports  to  the  fame 
places,  including  thofe  from  Scotland,  ^vvhich,  in  the  year 
i704,hadnoexiilence)amountedtonolefsthan6,o24,i7iL 
being  in  the  proportion  of  nearly  eleven  to  one.     He  alfo 
(hewed,  that  the   whole   export  trade  of  England,   in- 
cluding that  of  the  colonies,  amounted,  at  the  firft  period 
of  1704,  only  to  6,509,0001.  Thus,  the  trade  to  the  co- 
lonies alone  was,  at  the  latter  period,  within  lefs  than  half 
a  million  of  being  equal  to  what  this  great  commercial 
nation  carried  on  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century 
with  the  whole  world.     And,,  ftating  the  whole  export 
commerce  of  this  country  at  prefent  at  frvteen  millions, 
that  to  the  colonies,  which  in  the  fir  ft  period  conftituted  but 
one-twelfth  of  the  whole,  was  now  very  confiderably  more 
ihan  one-third. 

However  aftonifhing  this  general  increafe  of  the  whole  ^ 

colonies  may  appear,  the  growth  of  the  province  of  Penn- 
fylvania  appeared  ftill  more  extraordinary.  In  the  year 
1704,  the  whole  exports  to  that  colony  amounted  only 
to  1 1,4591.  and  in  1772  they  were  rifen  to  507,509!.  be- 
ing ne-^rly  fifty  times  the  original  demand,  and  almoU 
equal  to  the  whole  colony  export  at  the  firit  period. 

The  conciliatory   proix>fal3  of   Mr.  Burke  and  Mr. 
Hartley  having  proved  iiieire6lual,  feveral  petitions  were 
brought  forward  from  the  manufa£luring  towns  in  Great 
Britain,  from  the  Britiili  fettlers  in  Canada,  from   the  Petition 
Quakers,  ^nd  at  laft  from  the  city  of  London,  who,  not-  ^^-^^^^'^ 
withftanding  their  bad  fuccefs   for  a   number  of  years  London  t« 
paft,  now  ventured  to  approach  the.  throne,  with  an  ad-  the  king. 
drefs,  petition,  and  rerriondrance,  as  little  calculated  to   -^P"*  ***• 
cbtain  a  favourable  reception  as  any  they  had  formerly 
made  ufc  of;     As  Mr.  Wilkes  was  now  lord  mayor,  the 
petition  wasof  courfc  delivered  by  him.     Left  the  for- 
ward difpofition^  :of  that  gentleman,  however,  fbould 
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.CH  AP.  prompt  him  to  imitate  the  example  of  Mr:  Beckford;  he 
XL      had  been  previoufly  informed,  that  his  majefty  expedlcd 
v^— vrr-W  he  would  not  fpeak  to  him  ;  to  which  he  replied^  that  the 
*77is     caution  was  needlefs,  as  he  never  expeiSed  or  defired  to 
have  that  honour.  Next  day,  the  lord  Chamberlain  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  which  he  acquainted  him  from 
his  majefty,  that  he  would  not  receive  on  the  throne  any 
pddrefs,  petition,  or  remonftrance,   of  the  lord   mayor 
pnd  aldermen,  but  in  their  corporate  capacity.      This 
produced  a  long  letter  in  anfvver  from  Mr.  Wilkes ;    but 
the  miniftry  were  too  wife  to  enter  into  any  conteft. 
Towards  theclofe  of  the  fefTion,  Mr.  Burke  acquain- 
UsTcw-York  ted  the  houfe,  that  he  had  received  a  paper  of  great  im-» 
?*f ^  f  T      portance  from  the  aflcmbly  of  New-York,     It  was  in  the 
iLrine.*     ^^^"^  ^f  ^  rpmonftrance,  indeed,  and  complained  of  fc- 
■      yeral  aSs  of  parliament,  but  was  exprefTed  in  very  decent 
and  refpeftfui  language.     This  being  the  cafe,  he  faid, 
that  a  mere  miftake  upon  any  one  point  ought  not  to  pre- 
vent its  being  received,  and  accordingly  moved,  that  it 
fliould   be  brought  up.      Lord  North  then    moved    an 
•^imendment  to  the  motion,  "  that  the  faid  aflembly  claim 
to  themfclves  rights  derogatory  to,  and  inconfiftent  with, 
the  legiflative  authority  of  parliament,  as  declared  by  an 
a£l  of  the  6th  of  his  prefent  majefty."     This  amendment 
>vas  carried  by  a  majority  of  1 86  to  67  ;  after  which  the 
queftion  being  put  upon  the  amended  motion,  the  petition 
was  rejeGed  without  a  hearing. 

A  fimilar  fate  attended  a  memorial  from  the  aflembly 
IJiTq^!^.^  of  New- York  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  introduced  by  the 
hec  memo-  duke  of  Manchefter  j  another  from  the  Britifh  inhabitants 
rials  re  of  Quebec,  prefented  by  lord  Camden  ;  and  a  third  from 
jcdtcd.  jj^g  inhabitants  of  Quebec  at  large.  The  only  remark- 
able circumftances  attending  thefe,  were  the  two  royal 
Lo  a  Ef.  brothers  voting  in  the  minority,  and  the  animated  fpeech 
f  ngham's  of  lord  Effingham  in  the  upper  houfe,  v^hen  he  declared 
fcfignation.  his  refignation  of  the  military  command  he  held.* 

•  "  I  confcfs,"  faid  he,  «  I  ^ifli  to  avoid  the  difcuffion  of  our  right 
to  fuch  a  power  as  xve  are  intending  for,  that  n  to  fay,  a  power  of  taxins 
9.fct  of  fubjcdls  who  arc  not  reprcfcnted  amongft  hs,  and  who  have  full 
power  to  tax  themfclves  in  the  ordinary  and  conftitutional  manner. 
Was  any  particular  province  among  the  Americans  to  refufc  grants  of 
money  in  proportion  to  others,  or  10  commit  any  acl  in  ahufe  of  their 
charters,  I  think  that  fuprcme  controuling  power,  vhirh  the  province 
in  queflion  allows  in  its  full  extent  would  give  us  the  charge,  Ne  quli  ' 
dctrimentl  refpublica  capiat :  And  in  that  cafe,  my  lords,  almoflthc  whole 
iempire  would  be  united  againft  the  wrong-headed  few,  who  wou'd 
ft)on  he  brought  to  reafou.  But  I  ainr  fatisfied,  that  without  fuch  neceflity 
>vc  have  no  more  power  of  taxation  in  that  country,  than  a  Romaa 
^fitQi  Md  to  bc^ia  his  c£ce  Trith  a  dcclaratioDj  that  hit  power  iUovH  ^ 
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The  feflion  concluded  with  the  pafiing  of  the  money-  CH  AP. 
bills  in  the  ufual  form.     The  fpeaker,  in  his  addrefs  to      ^'" 
the  king,  ftated  the  heavinefs  of  the  grants  which,  how-  ' 
cveri  had  been  readily  complied  with,  on  account  of  the  condufioa 
particular  exigence  of  the  times  ;  at  the  fame  time  aflur*  of  the 
ing  his  majefty,  that  (hould  the  Americans  perGfl:  in  le^on* 
ihtir.refolutions,  and  thus  render  it  neceflary  to  draw  the 
fword,  the   commons  would  do  every  thing   in   their 
power  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Britifli  legiflature. 
ft 

be  perpetual,  and  was  neccfTiryin  the  ordinary  Imfinefs  of  government. 

Therefore,  my  lords,  whatever  has  been    done  by  the  Aniericans,  I 

miift  dccai  it  the  mere  confequence  of  our  unjuft  dcmaJids.  They  have 

come  to  you  with  fair  argumcius;  you  have  refilled  to  hear  them  :  they 

have  made  the  moft  rcfpciStful  remonflrances  ;  you  anfwcr  them  with 

bill*  of  paioi)  and  penalties.  They  know  they  oughr  to  be  free  ;  you  tell  ' 

them  they  fliail  be  flaves.    Is  it  then  a  wonder,  if  they  fay  in  dcfpair, 

**For  the  fhort  remainder  of  our  lives  we  ihail  be'  free!"  Is  there 

oiic  am'>ng  your  lordfliips,  who,  in  at  fiUvition  fiiTiiJar  to  that  which  I 

have  defcribed,  would  not  refo've  the  fame  ?  If  there  could  be  fuch  an 

one,  F4T1  fure  he  ought  no:'to  be  here. 

"  To  bring  the  hillory  dav/u  to  the  prcfent  fcene— here  are  two  armict 
m  prefeucc  of  each  other  ;  armies  of  brothers  and  countrymen  ;  each 
dreading  the  event,  yet  each  fctling  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  mofl 
trifling  accidentia  private  difputc,  a  drunken  fray  in  any  public  houfe 
in  Bofton,  ia  fliort,  a  nothin;;,  to  caufe  the  fword  to  be  drawn,  and  to 
plunge  the  whole  country  into  all  the  horror*  of  blood,  flames,  and  par- 
ricide ! 

"  In  this  dreadful  raooient,  a  fet  of  men  more  wife  and  moderate  than 
the  reft,  exert  themfelvcs  to  bring  us  all  to  reafon.  They  ftate  their 
daims  and  their  grievances ;  nay,  if  any  thing  can  be  proved  by  law  and 
biftory,  they  frove  them.  They  propofe  oblivion  ;  they  mak«  the  firfb 
conce/Eon.  We  treat  them  with  contempt ;  we  prefer  poverty,  blood, 
and  fervitude,  to  wealth,  happincfs,  and  liberty. 

*'  What  weight  thcfe  few  obfervations  may  have,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  the  candour  your  lordlhips  have  indulged  me  with,  requires  a 
con/ellion  on  my  part  which  may  ftill  leffen  that  weight.  Imuftown, 
I  aTi  not  perfonally  difinterefted. 

Ever  fiuce  I  was  of  an  age  to  have  any  ambition  at  all,  my  highefl: 
has  been  10  fervc  my  country  ia  a  military  capacity.  If  there  was  on 
earth  an  event  I  dreaded,  it  was  to  fee  this  country  fo  fituated,  as  to 
make  thai  profefllon   incompatible  with  my  duty  as  a  citizen. 

''  Tliat  period  is,  in  my  opinion,  arrived  ;  and  I  have  thought  myfclf 
bound  to  rclinquifli  the  hopes  I  had  formed,  by  a  refign^tion,  which 
appeared  to  me  the  «only  method  of  avoiding  the  guilt  of  enflaving  my 
country,  and  erahrujug  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  her  fpns. 

*'  When  tlie  duties  of  a  foldier  and  citizen  become  inconlident,  { 
fliall  always  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fink  the  charavfier  of  the  foldier  in 
that  of  the  citizen,  till  fuch  time  asthofe  duties  fliall,  by  the  malice  of 
our  real  enemies,  become  again  united,      . 

*'  It  is  no  fmall  facrifice  which  a  man  makes  who  gives  up  his  pro- 
feffion;  but  it  is  a  much  greater,  when  a  predilevSion,  ftreiigthencd 
by  habit,  has  given  him  fo  ftrong  an  attachment  to  his  profelTion  as  I 
feel.  I  have,  however,  this  confoiation,  that  by  making  .that  facrifice,  C 
at  Icaftgive  to  my  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  lincerity  of  my 
priaciplcs," 


E     ao9    3 


CHAPTER    XIL 


American  colonies  determined  to  rejljl Shirmijh  at  Le99^ 

ington Congrefs  provide  for  war- Ticonderago  and 

Crown-Point  taken General  Gage  declares  the  Amerim 

cans  to  he  in  rebellion Battle  of  Bunker^ s-Hill 

Canadians  and  Indians  refufe  to  afjifl  Britain Gene^ 

ral  Wafhington  chofen  generaliffimo Articles  of  confe- 
deration of  the  colonies Expedition  again/f  Canada.      ■ 

Fort  St.  John^s  tahn General  Montgomery  attacks- 

^ebeCi  is  defeated  and  killed Governor  Dunmore 

leaves  Virginia His   hoflilities Norfolk   dejlroyed 

^— ^Governors  of  both  Carolinas  driven  out^^-^^Difirefs 
'at  Bofton      '    It  is  evacuated  by  the  Britifb. 


WHILE  the  rulers  of  Britain  were  thus  pluming  CHAP, 
themfelves  on  their  own  wifidom  and  prudence  in      XII. 
condu<3:ing  the  affairs  of  the  empire,  the  Americans  were  O^w^ 
preparing  for  a  final  feparation.  Whatever  had  been      ly?^. 
wanting  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  hatred  and  oppofition  to  T^^^  "^Z"^' 
Great-Britain,  arifing  from  the  proceedings  of  the  parlia-  ^mc^morc 
mentof  1773,  ^'*^  ^^%  fupplied  by  thofe  of  1774.     As  and  more 
foon  as  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs  had  been  made  pub-  determined 
lie,  the  fentiments  of  that  affembly  had   been  adopted 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other.    Great  hopes 
were,  indeed,  for  fome  time,  cr^terr^irjed  of  the  good  ef- 
fefts  that  would,  in  all  probubiiicy,  rei'ult  from  the  petition 
to  the   king,    and   the   adilreiTos  to  tUe  inhubhints  of 
Great-Britain  and  Canada  •,.  but  as  theie  were  uncertain. 
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CHAP,  the  leading  men  took  care  that  they  {hpuld  be  9s  Httfe  iiv 
XII.      dulged  as  pcffible.  The  fouthern  colonie?  began  Jto  take 
^^>^vx^  up  arms  as  wtl!  as  the  northern ;  and'  as  foon  as  news 
177 J.     were  received  of  a  proclamation  having  been  iffiied  in 
Britain  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  and  ammuni* 
^  tion  to  the  colonic  si  every  method  was  taken  to  fupplf 
that  defeft.    Powder-mills  were  ejrefled  at  Philaclclpnia 
and  Virginia,  and  encouragement  given  for  the  fabrica- 
tion of  arms  thoughout  the  whole  contiherit.    The  people 
of  Rhode-Ifland,  h9Weyer,  bolder  than  the  reft,  or  not 
'having  equal  refoiirces,  ftnzed'upon  the  ordnance  belong- 
ing to  the  crown,  amounting  to  above  forty  pieces  of  can- 
non of  different  fizes  ;  while  the  aiTembly  pafTed  refolu- 
tions  for  the  procuring  of  arms  and  military  llores  by 
every  means,  and  frohi  every  quarter  in  which  they  could 
be  obtained,  ss  well  as  for  training  and  difciplining  the 
inhabitants.  Their  example  was*  followed  by  the  people  0$ 
New- li  amp  fill  re,  who,  with  the  fame  view,  furprifed.a 
{mall  fort  called  William  and  Mary,  from  whence  they 
were  fupplied  with  as  much  powder  and  ammiinition  as 
enabled  them  to  put  themfelves  in  a  po(i:ure  of  defence. 
]  The  dctcrmTnation  of  the  colonies  was '.confirmed  by 
Dec.  14'     fjjg  news  of  the  king's  fpeech,  and  the  addrefs  in  anfwcr 
to  it.  The  aflembly  of  P^rinfylvania  unanirnoiifly  approved 
and  ratified  the  a&s  of  congrefsj  the  aflembfy'oi  Mary- 
land appointed  a  fum  of  money  for  the  purchafe  of  arms' 
and  ammunition.     A  provincial  convention  held  at  Plii- 
ladelphia  in  (he  end  of  Jaiiuary,  recofnmerideid  jhe  en-^ 
couriigemeht  of  rnort  neceflary  manufafitures  5  particular- 
ly fait,  gun-powdeir,  fajtpetre,  and  fteel ';  at  the  fame  time 
declaring  their  refolution  to  rG(i(^i  in  cafe  the  petition  of 
cbrigrefs  to  the  king  fliould  prove  ineffeflual. — ^The  only 
New- yor^c^ exception  to  this  general  determination  was  the^fi'embly 
rc*^''^from  of  New- York,  in  whicli,  January  10,  i7'75:,  h  was  car^ 
the^rcft^of  "^d  by  a  fmalimajority  not  to  accede  to  the  refoluticnsc^ 
thecolo..    congrefs  ;  tind  at  this  meeting  th?y  drev/  up,  with  the. 
Mcs,  Jan.    cbnfenc  of  their  lieutenant-governor,  the  paper  afterwards^ 
i<>>i77i-    prefcnted  by  Ivlr.  Burke,  and  which,  as  ye  |iav€  already; 
ften,  the  parliament  refufed. to  hear. read."    ^^         .  :^     \ 
*  The  recefsbf  the  provincial  con'grefs  of  Mafiachufelffi- 
Bay/iri  the  beginning  of  November  1774,  had  afFordc«i 
an  opporturiiiy  to  the  friends  of  gpvert^ment,  or  loya]iilS|^ 
as  they  now  began  to  be  called,  to  try  their;,  ftrengtb.ijif 
various  pfaces.  Afib.ciat ions  for  mutual  defence  wete ,  ac?- 
cordingly  formed,' and' refolutions  taken  td  oppofe  the  pro* 
vincial  congrefs'j  but  the  aflbciators  were  every  wTvsrepver 
>yhelemed  with  prodigious  majorities,  and  theif  attempts. 
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had  no  other  cffe£l  than  to  miflead  the  gbvetilof,  arid  CH  APk 
through  him  the  people  »f  Great- Britaiii,  with  regard  to      Xlli 
the  $reneral  difpofition  of  the  people.  L/^vTVl 

(hi  the  I  ft  day  of  February  1775^  the  provincial  con-   .  ^775- 
grefs  met,  according  to  appointment,  at  the  tirttc  of  the  fohrw  of^ 
difiblution  of  the  former.  They  now  exprefied  their  fears^  the  iTovin- 
that  the  reafonable  and  juft  applications  of  the  tdlonies  cial  con- 
would  not  meet  with  a  favourable  reception  in  Great-  1^^,*',, 
Britain  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  large  aug* 
men^tion  of  the  forces  expe£):ed,  as  well  as  from  the  gene^ 
ral  appearances  of  things  and  the  tenor  of  intelligence  fe«- 
ceived  from  Great-Britain,  there  was  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  deftruftion  of  this  particular  colony  was  intended. 
Every  method  of  providing  for  the  worft  extremities  was 
therefore  recommended.    The  militia  were  requfefted  to 
fpare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  cxpenfe,  to  perfe^  them- 
felves  in  difcipline ;  a  number  were  fele£icd  under  the 
name  of  Minute-men^  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  hold  them^ 
felves  in  readiqefs,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  engage  in 
whatever  enterprife  (hould  be  neceflary.  Other  refolutions 
were  pafled  for  the  providing  and  making  of  fire-arms  and 
bayonets  ;  and  they  renewed,  with  greater  ftriftnefs,  the 
prohibition  formerly  iffued  again  ft  fupplying  the  troops  at 
Bofton  with  neceffaries,  particularly  of  the  military  kind  ; 
though  the  markets  of  fiofton  were  ftill  open  for  provi- 
£ons. 

Thus  both  parties  were  prepared  for  hoftiiiiies,  which  Com- 
indeed  had  already  been  begun  on  the  part  of  the  Ameri-  "{5"*ifY^"' 
cans,  by  the  feizure  of  ihe  cannon  and  fort  above-men-  prc^cnte  i 
tioned.     Thefc  injuries,  however,  General  Gage  had  not  by  a  c!cr- 
thought  proper  to  rcfent,  as  they  did  not  come  under  his  2/  *^*°* 
immediate  infpeftion  ;  bur,  on  the  26th  of  February,  a^^  p  ,     g 
accident  happened  which  had  almoft  begun  the  confla- 
gration for  which  materials  had  been  fo  largely  provided. 
On  that  day.  General  Gage  fent  a  detachment  of  troops 
under  the  command  of  a  field  ofiicer,  on  board  a  tranf- 
port,  in  order  to  feize  and  bring  to  Bofton  fome  brafs  can- 
non which  had  been  depofited  in  the  town  of  Salem*  Be- 
ing difappointed  in  finding  the  ordnance  at  Salem,  and 
having  fome  reafon  to  imagine  they  had  been  only  re- 
moved that  morning,  they  mar  :hed  further  into  the  coun- 
try,  in  hopes  of  finding  them.  In  this  enterprife,  they  ar- 
rived at  a  draw-bridge  over  a  fmall  river,  where  a  njimber 
of  country  people  had  aflembled,  and  taken  up  the  bridge     ^ 
to  prevent  their  paflage.    This  produced  a  difpute,  in 
which  the  commanding  officer  infifted  on  having  the 
bridge  letdown.  This  demand  was  as  oeremntorily  refufed 
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C  H  A  P.  by  the  people^  whd  faid  that  it  was  a  private  raad^  and  lie 
XII.     had  no  right  to  pafs.  The  ofiicer  then  attempted  to  make 

Q,y^AJ  wfe  of  a  boat,  in  order  to  ferry  oirer  his  men  ;  but  a  num- 
1 775.  her  of  the  people  haying  jumped  into  it^  cut  holes  in  the 
bottom^  which  rendered  it  impoffible  for  him  to  accora- 
plifli  his  dcfign.  Thi«  i;ould  not  be  dene  without  feme; 
fcuffle,  which  would  certainly  have  ended  in  bloodfliedi 
had  ncrt  a  neighbouringckr^ymanafQmonftratad  with  the 
CQmmandmg  ofliccf  on  the  fatal  confe<i^«ence6  of  ufiog 
force,  an<d  at  the  fame  time  prevailed  with  the  people  to 
let  down  the,  bridge)  as  the  day  v^as  evidently  too  far  fpent 
for  the  troops  to  accompliih  their  purpofe.  letters  bcit^ 
thus  accommodated,  the  colonel  took  poiTeffion  of  tte 
bridge,  and  having  marched  a  little  way  farther  into  the 
country,  returned  without  the  cannon. 

Sklrmini  at      Though  this  affair  happily  «nd^d  without  Uoodflicd,  it 

-Lexington  however  appears  that  both  parties  were  greatly  irritated 
by  it.  A  civil  war  was  fuppofed  to  be  inevitable.  The  , 
people  loioked  upon  the  fbldiers  as  thofe  who  were  foc>n 
to  become  thc4r  butchers  \  and  they,  on  the  other  hanci^ 
are  faid  to  have  betrayed  their  wifliee  of  entering  upou 
this  dreadful  part  of  their  cfEce,  by  fome  general  a^d 
wanton  infu]ts,'us  well  as  particular  outrages.  In  fucha 
£tuation,  it  was  ^  impoilible  tlxat  matters  could  long  coo» 
tinuc , in  quiet.  Titt  19th  April  1775,  was  the  fatal  day 

Arpil  IP,  remarkable  for  the  difmemberment  of  the  Britifb  erppir^ 
and  the  final  fepararion  of  the  American  coloniee.  Gene- 
ral Gage,  the  prcced  ing  night,  had  given  orders  to  Colonel 
Smith  and  major  Pitcairn  of  the  marines,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the -grenadiers  and  light-infantry,  to  deftroy  fomie 
(lores  which  the  Americans  had  colle£led  in  confiderablc 
quantities  at  Concord  ;  befides  which,  it.  was  alfo  thought, 
that  lie  defigned  to  fciz^  the  perfon  of  Meff.  Hancock 
and  Adams,  who  had  become  fo  peculiarly  obnoxious  to 
government.  The  dataohment,  confiding  of  about  nine 
hundred  men,  embarked  at  midnight,  and  having  landed 
^t  a  place  called  Phipps's  farm,  proceeded  with  great  filencc 
^nd  caution,  hoping  to  reach  Concord  by  day-break.  M 
they  marched  along,  feveral  officers  on  horfeback  fcoured 
the  roads,  and  fecured  thofe  whom  they  met,  in  order  to 
^void  a  difcoyery.  They  had  not,  however,  proceeded  far, 
before  they  found,  by  the  ringing  of  bell%  and  firing  oi 
guns,  that  their  precaution  was  vain,  and  the  people  had 
begun  to  affemble  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages^ 
before  day-light.  They  did  not  arrive  at  Lexington,  five" 
miles  from  Concord,  before  five  in  the  morning;  at 
whidi  early  hour  they  found  the  Company  of  c?iiiua  be- 
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longing  to  that  town  a®aiiUsdrpn  a'  greeniwar  tlse  it>ad,  CH  A  P.- 
On  this,  an  officer  in  the  van,  having  cafied  out  to  diatn      XII. 
by  the  appellation  of  rebeisy  to  difpetfe,  apd  throw  dawn  t,,^V%*>^ 
their  arms,  and  the  foldiers  running  up  at  the  feme  time      ^775* 
wi(h  loud  huzzas,  {bme  (catterifig  fbots  were  £red,  and 
thefe    immediately   fucceedcd    by  a  general  difeharge, 
which  killed  eight  of  the  militia,  and  wounded  fevexal 
others.  The  troops  then  proceeded  to  Concord  $  fix  com* 
panics  being  previonfiy  dif^tched  to  poflefs  t&emfelves  of 
two  bridges  which  lay  at  A>if»e  diftance  heybnd  the  tourn*     ' 
A  body  of  miKria,  which  occupied  an  hill  in  the  way, 
retired  at  their  approach ;  and  the  troops  meeting  with  no 
interruption,  proceeded  to  executenheir  commidion,  by 
rendering  unfervtceable  three  pieces  of  iron  cannon j  and 
throwing  feveral  barrels  of  ftour,  guni-powder^  and  muf-» 
ket$»balis  into  the  river.    Mean  time,  the  fight  of  fevtfsal 
fires,  which  were  foppofcd  to  be  houfes  in  flames,  brought 
bsck  the  ipilitia,  who  htid  retired  on  the  approach  of  tho 
troops,  to  the  bridge  which  tlie  infantry  had  aheady  paf-  . 
fed,  and  which  lay  in  the  way  to  Concord.  All  this  time, 
the  militia  feemed  ftudioufly  to  have  avoided  every  hoftile 
appearance,  and  affumed  only  the  femblance  of  common 
travellers  ;  but  the  king's  troops  tn^antly  fired  upon  them, 
and  killed  two  men.    The  provincials  now  returned  the 
fire,  drove  back  the  foldiers,  with  the  lofs  of  feveral  killed 
and  wounded,  and  a  lieutenant  and  fome  others  taken. 
The  coointry  people  now  afiembled  from  all  quarters ;  the 
troops  were  exceedingly  annoyed  in  their  march  from 
Concord  back  to  Lexington,  and  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  dcftroyed,  had  not  general  Gage  luckily  detach- 
ed lord  Piercy,  early  in  the  morning,  wiiih  fixteen  com« 
panics  of  foot,  a  body  of  marines,  and  two-  pieces  of  can- 
non, to  fupport  colonel  Smith's  detachmenty.  As  tl^ie  had 
arrived  at  Lexington  from  Bofton,  by  the  time  that  the 
others  had  returned  thither  from  Conc0rd,  they  eife£^ttal« 
ly  checked  the  ardfjur  of  the  Americans,  and  by  ilic  field-* 
pieces,  obliged  the'm  to  keep  at  a  diftance.    No  fooner, 
however,  did  the  troops  Tefume  their  niiarch,  than,  the 
Americans^  renewed  their  attacks,  which,  by  the  increasing 
numbers  of  the  afiailants,.  became  contiamally  more  dan* 
gcrous,  until  the  tmops;  arrived  at  CharJeftown^  fi^ont 
whence  they  eroded  over  to  Bqfton,   under  the  protect 
tion,  »s  the  Americans  gav6  out, .of  the  Soaaaerfet  man 
of  war.  I     *!     '     '    *  .   - 

Inthisfirft  a£tion,  th6  Ms  \«i»asi  ineonfid«^rable.ow<  b6th 
fides )  that  of  the  k^ng^s 'tr^ps,  if\^ho  wev^  thegreatefl: 
fufc«e^s^  (Sonifi^kdof  fi^ty-fi^'^  kilkd,^cwo  ls«^ea«nts  asul 
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CH  AP.  twenty  pnvate  men  taken pnfcaert^ sad  ooie  hundred  and 
XIL     cighty.fix  wounded.  :■   r  ■  '  .*  .  • 

V^^W^^     On  this  occafionrbolh  pdrtks/it«re  at  great  pakisto^ 
J  7  754      fei^en  themfelves  fupxn  the  impiltarioii  t)f  beginmagrhciif:^ : 
tilities*  It  was  faid  in  the.gaz^te^diat  tbe«  Awbericain^? 
were  the  aggrefibr^.;  but,  from  thedepo&ions  of  fome^of 
the  Brkiih  piifoners,  as  well  as  the. nature  of  the  circumw 
fiances,  there  is  the  greateft  prebabiiity  chat  the  cafcwaa 
Qtherwife.    Both  panrltes  alfo  cocnplained  of  crii^lty  and 
iahtimanity  being  exercifed  upon  the  wounded  and  heip^^  • 
lefs;  though,  upon  properr enquiry,  there  ieeana  to  ka¥e. 
been  very  little  occafion  to  comt>lamt  dneitheif.  fidb.'   fie: 
this  at  it  will,  the  affsir  ^Xiexington  inffatiHtly  caMed.up 
the  whole  prorince.in.'armfi.'  fioilon  was  fncroumkd  by 
^n  army  of  at  leaiV  twenty  thouf and -nea,  convmandedby 
polonels  Ward,  Eribfele,  Heath,.  Prc&ot,  and  TGfaoinaat;: 
and  thefe  were^^fpeedtlyjoitiedby:a}ii)Bel£otnanivfm  old 
and  inrave  provincial  &iiGer|  who  hada£f|iured  ^i'oat  repui^*- 
tion  in  the  two  li^  wars,  :jwith:aWgeiireihfarceinentolE 
Conne£ticttt  troops;  and  ttwaswith^theiitlnoft  diSculty 
that  their  6om^anderaieotild.pr4naiil  tttx^othei:  crowds^ 
who  wene  marefaing  :£rom  a|l: ^uaitecs^  to .vefraiar  "from 
making  a  dire£t  attack  upon  the  city 'rr-witb  fo  much, 
hatred  i>fihe  king's  troops,  and  fucb  Qpn<|ide9CCQ£fucce{s 
were  they  now  infpired^     .. 

The  commencemenc  of  hofiilitiea  wasi  fbllowedi  by  a 
manifefto  from  the  provioeial:  congress,  addrefTodUo  the 
inhabitants  of  GrcauBritain;  in  yi!hlali>  after  excufpa*-: 
ting  their  own  party,  they  complained  of  the  ravagescomr 
mitted  by  the  troops:  in  their -rctrcatiij'  appeakd  to^the* 
wifdom  and  integrity, of  Britons ;  'tnade  great  ptirffafions- 
of  loyalty,  and  declaored  they  would  nptrfubnut^  to  the  pcr^ 
fecudoa  of  a  cruel  ^nd  tyrannical  iminiAry  y.  apipealiiigitn 
Heaven  for  the  juftice  of  their  csaxh^  and  oonchsding: 
with  a  protefta|ioB|  that  tliey  weredaerfiiifiedi^loki^cdp 
be  free.  '^    •    ■  ■  ■     =        ^  ■;'•■!  -'v'  -■ 

The  fame  con^eis  alfo  now  began  formaUy  to  provide 

Thp  con.    ^^  '**'•  They  pafled  a  vote  for  the  fuppoEt  and  clothing. 

grefipro.   pf  aoarmy  ;,  fixedtbe  pay.of  the^ffice^daiiidLfoldierS)^^^ 

vide  for     publiihed  .^ders  for  its  regulation  ^lid  government.  A 

^"^'  confiderabk  f^'m  to,  be  iilued  in  paper  icurrenr^i  rwaa  ^ 
voted  for  the  military  eXpenfe,  to  be  received^int^llt^ialrft' 
at  moaey^  and  the  faitb  of  the  pi»tiftee  ^pledged  foir  its 

M»yi«       trepaymcBt.  General  Gage  was  adjudged,  by  ancdbervotei/ 
to  hdve  utterly. difquaUfi«d  kimfeli  fr(»n  femng.the.007 
lony  in  thecapiiicity  of gov^tior,  0r:aay others  and  ther^r;^ 
lore  no  aUegjuiOice  .w^is  declined  ta  b^  duir  io.liiim }  qn^di' 
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cmrtrary,  tfiat  be  btight  to  he  confid^rrd  a$'  an.unnatu*  CHAP, 
ral  cnemy^  and  guarded  againft   as  facb«    As  this  cda*      XII. 
grcfs  was  to  rife  on.  the  30th  of* May,,  aiiotliar  was  ap.  ^■—  "y*^ 
plated  to  dt  down  the  dayrfoilowingv-  antt  ta  continue     '775* 
ikiitig  :fdT  i6x  tnontiis  and  no  longer*        *      .  • 

Tlie  flarme  of  civil  difirord  now  faroke  out  ^wkh,  all  its 
fury.  The  bravery  ibowti  b?  the  American  militia  in  their 
jirftefiay  at  Lejdngtonj  and  the  advantages  they  imagin-' 
cd  themfeivesto  have  gained,  affiirded  gtexst  matter  of 
cxtdtattom  Thofe  who  fell  in  the  adionuwere  deeply  re- 
grettedv  asadi^hbnoulred,  not  only  as  patviqts,  bi»t  as  mar* 
tyfs,  vAo  had' died:  bravislyin  the  caiiifc' of  their  country. 
PrepavKtiona^  &t  war  were  made  e^^y  where,  as  if  the 
jnofh  subvtstevate  eicmy  had  been  already  at  the  door.  In 
fcnne  pisboesy  magazines  were  feiasrd  (  inp'Ncw-Jcrfey,  the 
tceafury  ;  and  a  coBt^derable  part  of  the  money  therein 
was  appropriatied  ta  the:  payment  of  the  troops  they  were 
rdttitg.    Jk^ftop:  was  ^generatiy  jmt  fo  the  exportation  of 
pnmfions^iijnithombany  previewLsconcai^ed  plan*;  and  iti 
iome.piaees^'allfxportatioa  was  Ac^ped  till  the  opinion 
of.oongrefs^fliouMlre  known- »iJi,ord  North's  cctociliatory 
plan- was Mitteriy:  jwjcsfted^by  tdie'^ffeirii^ies  of^ennfyU 
yaiiia  andf  Newi^Jerfey,  nor  was  it  ^eceived'any  whufe^^  • 
, .  Oofthe  i»«»fngcjf  the-a>minOT!aJconi?tefsiitPhil^^ 
phia,  May  loth  1775,  P^^oper  meaiaTes  were  taken  to  put  ncntalctm- 
ihe>  oppc^tibn  txy Britilh  powcron  a* fettled  attd  perma*  g^cft,  May 
nent  bafis.  ■  i  RdEbluttotts  were :  pafied  for  the  railing  of  an  '®' 
arnay^.  and « the  eitabU^ment  of  a .  large  paper  currency 
for  its.' payment;  Thu  UwrFED  CoLomns,   by  which 
name  tbetKbrth^^Americansrsujwdiftinguiihell  themiblvess 
bein|r  paatki  KaMc  for  the  vahie;  All  fttpplitiB  1X)  tht  Britiilr ' 
fi&eritswfece'fttiflly  prohibited  ;  and  to  make  this  pro- 
hibiiaoii  tbe  more  "cfledual,  all  exportation '  was  ftopped 
ten  foch  placed  as  ftill  profefled  to  retain  theif  allegiance* 
'Shooghfudi^ameafure  might  very  readily  have  bien  ap- 
prehended in  England,  hot  the  lead  notion  of  it  fecm^d 
^or>haTe.been  dsnertiined,  either  by  thb  fJ^itiifti^or ^efe 
cosceniiodtinKthe 'Newfoundiatfd^fiiliery^  Heii<3e 
trds  wsmco^fifooed,  that 41^  ptaire^t^an^^abfdliite^dmt^eV^ 
fevcral  ihips  weice  bbKgedio'veriirii  empty  i^tefti  Aftjir^ftfeM-;: 
tioc^  iAcnrdar:to<capryi9jMjp«0vi^cksf]k>m  Iti^laiid  t&^thbl^^ 
whiy-tcmainediv -'->'.'  i--  •.:  .y.-i.  ir>.i  ^'Xi,i:\'V.  -tih  loi  j  >jcr 

^That  ipiiSt^!qf  ^Moder^idAi  whith  hapd>{o»ldng;^»lftii«^^ 
gjuifed4to|)C(srjfflex»fc&^  leifQtfake^ 

tbem  4ltc^eth0il^.  r^  pr^vj^i^  laoti^ft  was  '^M\td^  ithA ' 
a  ?cryi^ilumeT©iJi'a^<»(fi3fiaw^>'fw«r^  favotu-^^if  therlli  • 
b^r-Cie«i  of  dbe'  peopiit  $  ibat^/ai^idJ^^rt^tiiiieK^^^  ex*-' 
jpe&ed  fro|^  Ireland^  the  (ituation  of  the  place  was  likely  to 
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C  H  'AP.  become  very  precariousi    A  bodjr  of  Conneiiicut  txo&ps, 
XII.      th«{rcforc,  polled  themfelvcs  in  the   ncigbourhooc!',  ex- 
^— -vr*— 'prefsly  with  a  dcfign  to- preteft  the  city;  but  as  thefq 
1775     vere  too  few  to  anlwcr  die  purpofe,  application  was  made 
to  congrcfs  for  inftruftioas  how  to  adl  on  the  arrival  of  the 
king's  forces-  They  were,  by  that  body,  advifed  to  adk  on 
the  defenfive  with  regard  to  the  troops  ;  to  ftiffer  thtm  to 
occupy  their  barracks  as  long  as  they  behaved  quietly, 
but  by  no  means  t?©  allow  them  to  ercA  any  fortifica- 
^ons,  or  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  town 
and  country  :  That  if  hoi^ilities  were  attempted,  they 
fliould  repel  force  by  force :  at  the  fame  time,  they  re* 
commended  to  them  to  provide  a  retreat  for  the  women 
and  children,  to  remove  the  arms  and  ammunition  to  a 
place  of  fafety,  and  to  keep  an  armed  force  on  foot  fnflS* 
cient  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  In  confcqucnce  of 
thefe  inftruftions,  New- York  was  defertcd  by  tiie  greatcft 
part  of  its  inhabitants,  and,  by  general  confent^  devoted 
to  the  flaaaes.  However,  their  appreheniions  for  the  time 
were  diffipated  by  the  troops  being  landed  at  Bofton. 
In  Mafiacbufctts-Bay  the  fpirit  of  refiftance  had  evet 
TIcomlcro-  \^^j^  mofl-  daring,  and  it  now  difplayed  itfelf  by  a  great  de- 
o-o^n-      g^^^  ^^  enterprize  than  what  was  manifcfted  by  the  odder 
I'ointt^ken  colonies.  An  expedition  againft  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga, 
by  the  A-   Crown-point  and  fome  others  fituated  on  the  lakes  be- 
tween New-England  and  Canada,  was  undertaken  and 
executed   with   equal  boldncfs   and    fuccefs.    This    en- 
terprize,   it  appeared,  had  been  fet  on  fcct  by  fevcral 
private  adventurers  at  the  fame  time,  without  any  previ- 
ous knowledge  of  the  deiigns  of  each  other ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, many  of  them  accidentally  met  by  the  way, 
Thefe  adventurers  at  hft  united  under  the  command  of  a 
colonel  Eafton  artd  colonel  Ethan  AJlan,  forming  a  body 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  men  ;  and,  having  furprifed  the 
fmall  garrifoEsin  the  forts  above-mentioned,  returned  in 
triumph  .to  New-England.  They  found  in  them  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  befides  fome  mortars, 
howitzers,  and  large  quantities  of  ammunition  and  mi- 
litary {^ores.  They  took  alfo  two  fmall  veffels,  and.  found  , 
materials  at  Ticonderoga  for  building  others. 

By.  this  expedition,  the  provincials  became  matters  o£  the  . 
lal<c  Champlain,  w^hich  fecuredthem  apaflage  into  Canada; 
and  fcarce  any  thing  nowrernained  to  Britain  bot  the 
town  of  Bofton,  where,  though  a  very  refpe^^ablt  force, 
"  under  the  moft  ceiebrat^d  generals,,  was  afien(iWed:y  it 
4eemed  impoffible  for  them  to  exert  their  powers:  ro  any 
«d  vantage  In  the  a^oiath  of  May,  twoikirnu&es  hafd^hap- 
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penfid>  by  reafon  of  feme  attempts  to  carry  off  Hvc  (lock  CHAP. 
from  the  Utile  iflands  fcattered  in  Bafton-Bay.   In  both      Xlf. 
thefc,  the  provincials  wqre  viftorious ;  and  an  arm^d  ijry^\J 
fcliponer  being  left  a-ground  by  the  tide,  was  fiercely  at-      i77i- 
tacked,  the  people  driven  out  of  bcr,  and  the  veflel  herfelf 
reduced  to  aibes. 

Hoftilitics  were  now  forwarded  by  the  refolves  of  the  conffrcf* 
coatinental  copgrefs^  which  on  the  8th  of  June,  declared  reioivesthe 
ik  QOfi]ipa£i:  between  the  crown  andipeople  of  Maffachu-  compaa 
fett3-Bay  to  be  diffolved  by  the  violation  of  the  diarter  of  1^^'^^^"^^ 
William  and  Mary.   They,  at.  the  fame  time,   recom-  and  xMafla- 
monded  to  the  people  to  cftablifli  a  new  government ;  chufctts- 
prohibited  them  from  negociadngaiiy  bill,  or  tranfafting  j?*J^^*^" . 
bttGneib  with   the  fea  cm:  land  officers  of  Britain,  their  juncS' 
^nts  or  con trftdtors^furnifliing  them  with  ftores  or  pro- 
vifions  of  any  kind,  A  general  poft-oiScc  was  eftablifbed 
at  Philadelphia,  at  the  head  of  which  they  placed  Dr, 
FrankUn,  who  had  hoiii  difgraced,  and  deprived  of  the 
&me  place  in  England. 

All  tihis  .was  oppofed  on  the  part  of  .general  Gage  by  a  General 
preclamation  (dated  Iu«e  i  adi)  of  rcbetlion,  and  threats  ^^^*^^f* 
w  the  ieverelt  vengeance ;  offering,  Ixo'A'Cver,  a  pardon,  Americans 
in  the  king's  name,  to  fuch  as  fhould  inftantly  lay  down  in  rebellion, 
Acir  arms,  :and  recum  to  their  refpcSivc  habitations,  J^"*^  '*• 
excepting  only  Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock^  whofe 
behaviour  had  been  too  flagitious  to  admit  of  any  other 
confideiation  than  that  of  condign  punifhmenc. 

Both  parties  now,  highly  cxjfperated  againft  each  other, 
k^t  tiiemfelvcs  in  readinefs  for  aft  ion.  The  Britifli  forces, 
by  no  means  de^cablc  with  refpecft  to  their  numbers, 
were  compofed  of  theteft  troops  Britain,  or  perhaps  the 
vorld,  could  afford.  They  were  commanded  by  the  cele- 
brated generals  Howe,  and  Burgoync,  and  Clinton,  and 
vere;,by  adminiftration,  j.ud|!;ed  to  be  abundantly  fuffici- 
cnt  for  reducing  the  whole  American  force  in  that  quar- 
tet. On  the  other  hand,  the  provincials  were  yery  for- 
midable with  regard  to  their  numbers  ;  but  having  never 
feea  actual  fetvice,  might  be  fuppcfcd  incapable  of  coping 
with  the  veterans  who  oppofed  them.  They  were,  befides, 
btitllcnderly  provided  with  ammunition.'  Their  arms  had 
been  picked  up  whenever  they  could  find  them;  of  confe- 
qttcace,  mod  of  their  muflcets  were  far  inferior  to  thofe  of 
tkciradvcrfaries.  Their  difference  of  bore,  particularly,  pre- 
vented the  balls  from  properly  filling  the  cavity  ;  and  this 
coidd  not  but  produce. a. great  uncertainty  in  the  effciS:, 
Thejr  were  alfo  almoft  entirely  deftitute  bf  bayonets,  and 
by  n.o  xaeana  expert  at  the  afc  of  dte-weapon,  though  they 
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CHAP,  had  been  furnifticd  with  them.  Thcfc  were  difadvantage^ 
XII.  which  could  not  be  fupplied  by  numbers,  but  were  partly 
^  '  y"'  -^  balanced  by  that  enthuliaflic  pafTion  for  liberty,  and  can- 
'775'  fidence  in  the  juftice  of  their  caufe,  which  originally  ui^ed 
them  on  to  the  conteft  ^  while,  on  the  other  hand,  tbofe 
very  qualities,  by  rendering  them  more  impatient  of  con- 
troul  than  was  confident  with  their  new  profeffion  as  fol- 
diers,  frequently  proved  very  detrimental  to  their  affairs. 
To  the  caufes  juft  mentioned,  however,  and  not  to^ny 
defecV  in  courage  or  natural  incapacity  of  the  Americansy 
we  mult  attribute  the  advantages  gained  over  them  during 
the  coufe  of  this  war;  and  particularly  to  the  inferiority 
of  their  fire-arms,  are  we  to  attribute  this  circumftanccy 
that  almotl  in  every  inftance,  the  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  provincials  greatly  exceeded 
thofe  of  the  Britifti. 

As  the  numbers  who  blockaded  Bofton  daily  increa(ed» 
Ifinker's  ^^^^^  natural  impetuofity  foon  prompted  them  to  attempt 
Hill,  the  forcible  expulfion  of  the  troops  confined  there.  For 

Juuc  17.     this  purpofc,  on  the  night  betwixt  the  i6th  and  17th  of 
June,  they  fent  a  body  of  men  to  throw  up  fome  worka 
on  Bunker's   Hill,  an  eminence  lying  juft  within  the 
ifthmus   conne£ting  the  peninfula  of  Bofton^with  the 
main  land.  Such  diligence  was  ufed  by  the  party  fent  on 
this  fervice,  that,  by  day-break,  they  had  nearly  comple-^: 
ted  a  fmall  hut  ftrong  redoubt,   confiderable  intrench- 
ments,  and  a  breaft-work  in  fome  pladss  cannon-proof  ; 
at  the  fame  time,  they  had  worked  with  fuch  amazing 
filence,  as  not  to  be  perceived  by  any  of  the  people  on 
board  the  men  of  war  which  furrounded  the  peninfula. 
In  the  morning,  they  were  firft  perceived  from  the  Live- 
ly man  of  war,  whofe  guns  having  alarmed  the  town  and 
the  red  of  the  fleet,  ah  incefiant  fire  was  kept  up  upon 
their  works  from  the  fiiips  and  floating  batteries  in   the 
bay,  and  from  the  top  of  Cope's  Hill  in  Bofton.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  fevere  trial  of  their  fortitude,  however,  the 
provincials  continued  their  works,  as  though  nothing  had 
happened ;  fo  that,  about  noon,  general  Gage  found  it 
neccflary  to  embark  a  body  of  troops,  to  drive  them  from 
their  poft.  The  detachment  employed  on  this  occafion  con- 
fided of  ten  companies  of  grenadiers,  as  many  of  light  in«^ 
fantry,  with  four  battalions  of  regular  troops,  and  proper 
train  of  artillery.  The  cnterprifc  was  conduftcd  by  ma^ 
jor-general  Howe  and  brigadier-general  Pigot ;  and  the 
troops  were  landed  and  drawn  up  without  oppofition^ 
<  under  the  cannon  of  the  men  of  w.-r.  On  taking  a  proper 

view  of  the  enemy,  however,  they  were  found  fo  advan* 
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jUgconfly  potted,  and  fo  numerous,  that  the  BritiA  coni-  C  H  AP^ 
'^  manders  thought  proper  to  fend  back  for  a  reinforcement      XII 
,j)efore  th&  attack  was  commenced. 

^.A\By;the  reinforcement  fent  on  this  occafion,  the  force      '77J 

,p?,geperals  Howe  artd  Pigot  was  augmented  to  about  two' 

tKoufand  men.  Tbcfe  advanced  very  flowly,  undclr  a  moft 

.(dvcrq^fire.  Qf*  ca^nqn  and  howitzers,  and  even  halted  fe- 

jy^f^}  times  by  the  '^yay,  in  order  to  afford  time  to  the  ari 

tjllery  .tp  ?uin  the  works,  and  throw  the  enemy  in  confu- 

■  fix}n»  At  iafti  v/h^n  l;hey  came  up  to  that  enemy  who  had 

Jo  often  been  .chara^^erifed  as  cowards,  and  over  whom 

;fui:h  an  eafy  conqued  had  baen  promifed^  they  met  with 

a  r<^ccption  which  ftaggered  the  moft  reiplute.    The  p.ro- 

'^ppcjal&did  not  return  a  flxot  till  the  king's  fX)rces  had 

,ainjoii4>ot  clofe  up  to  the  works,  whe^i  a  terrible  fire 

took  place,  which  did  great  execution  5  and  fome  gentle- 

iij^QU^  Avho,  h»d  fer.ved  in  the  fierceft  afiiorts  of  the  fgrmer 

i^^a^j  dt'ciared  that,  for  .the  time  it  lafted,  it  was  the  hot- 

■  ^ft  engageuient.they  ever  faw.   The  troops  were  throwrt 

ijnto  ("ueh^aiforder^thfit  fpr  a  few  moments  general  Howd 

.  wa*  ^^}A  Pf  ^.^ve  bf en  left  ahnoft  alpnc,  and  all  the  officers 

,  wear  him,  eitjier  .killed  or. wounded.    In  this  critical  mo- 

jnent,  geuciraf  Ciintoi),;  who,  arrived  at  the  place  of  a£tioxi 

irom  Bofton  duriing  the  engagement,  .rallied  the  troopi 

almoft   inftantaneoufly,  and  brought  them  back  to  the 

cH^rg€.  The  works  were  pQw  eVery;  where  attacked  with 

fixed  bayonets^  and,  as. many  of  the  aA.mericans  were  dcU 

iitue^of  that  weapon^  they  were  forced  to  yield,  though 

..^not  tili.^fter  aii  obilinate  refiftance.  At  laft  they  retreated 

^;ver    Charkftiown  J^eck,  which  was  enfiladed  by   the 

.^u^s  of  the  Qlafgow;  man  of  war  and  two  floating  batte* 

ti^rb^f  fThey  fufcired  but  little,  however,  from  this  formida- 

,,tiQ/^mlleryi  jth^gh  the  fear  of  it  had  prevented  (ome  rc- 

,..^imeut^*  wh<%  were  ordered  to  fupport  them,  from  fulfil- 

JiPg  tJvfir  duty.    ... 

,,^.  At^tbe  beginning-  o£  the  engagement,  the  provincial^ 
f^t^d  .th^pwu  fome  men  intp  thole  houfea  of  Charleftown' 
4/^iilchk  coyered  t^ieir  jigbt  flank i.  by  which  means  general 
rj^kb^f  \fho.!con9maad,cd.  the. left  of  the  Britifh,  bad  at 
*^c^  ,fA^ncoMqter  the.Uncs  and  thofe  in  the  houfes.  Dur*  : 

,,^'tbiSjConfli(^,^the  ,tpwn  of  Cl>arkfl;owfi  was  fet  on  fire 
i  ip.fev^ral  places*  and  burat  to  the  ground.  Jt  i^  uncertain 
^^^l\eth^r  obis  happe^ied  from  the.  carcaff^s  thrown  by  the 
yM^V^h  or  w^gfdQu^.  by  the  foldiers  5^  however,  the  fate  of 
.ij^^gwu  was,  mavph  lamepted,  and  ^fford^d  maj:ter  of  mc- 
,  Jbii5^oIy,*reflcQiipn  f o,  the  moderate . aiid  peaceably  inclin- 
.,4d^  on  both  fides.  It  cputgined  about  faur  hun4ircd  houfes, 
Vol.  V.  .Fa* 


MO.  »     HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND: 

CHAP,  was  well  built,  and  had  the  greatcft  trade  of  any  port  in 
XII.     the  province,  Bofton  only  excepted  ;  being  faid  to  clear  out 
^#"'«"   '^a  thoufand  veflels  annually  for  foreign  commerce,  befides  / 
\ns*     a  vaft  number  of  coafters*    It  was  alfo  refpefted  on  ac- 
count of  its  having  been  the  firft  fettlement  in  the  colony, 
by  emigrants  from  which  Bofton  itfelf  had  been  founded. 
.  -The  lofs,  on  the  part  of  the  BritiQi,  in  this  engage- 
ment, amounted,  according  to  the  gazette  account, .  to 
one  thoufand  and  fifty-four  killed  and  wounded  ;  though 
other  accounts  increafed  them  to  one  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred, moft  of  whom,  it  was  faid,  died  of  their  wounds. 
The  number  of  flain  on  the  field  of  battle  amounted 
only  to  two. hundred  and  twenty-fix,  among  whom  were 
nineteen  commiflioned  officers,  and  of  thefe  were  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, two  majors,  and  feven  captains.  Seventy 
other  officers  were  wounded.  In  one  account  it  was  faid, 
that  all  the  grenadiers,  except  five,  were  killed  in  the  at- 
tack. jThe  lofs.  on  the  part  of  the  Americans  was,  by  their 
own  accounts.  Hated  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners ;  though  general   Gage,  in  his 
letter  on  the  fubjecl,  was  confident  they  muft  have  been 
many  more,  as  the  Americans  were  feen,  during  the  en- 
gagement, conveying  away  and  burying  their  dead.  This, 
if  true,  muft  be  accounted  a  very  extraordinay  circum- 
ftance,  and  bears  fome  refemblance  to  the  conteft  related 
by  Homer  concerning  the  dead  bodies  of  his  heroes.  The 
perfon  moft  lamented  on  their  part  was  Dr.  Warren, 
who  afled  on  this  occafion  as  a  major-general,  and  was 
killed  in  the  redoubt. 
Confc-  ^^^^  confequences  of  this  vi£lory,  ^or  fuch  it  muft  be 

quenccsof  Called,  to  the  Britifli,  were  entirely  confined  to  the  gain- 
the battle,  ing  of  the  poft  at  Bunker's  Hill,  which  the  Americans 
had  fortified,  of  which  from  that  time  they  kept  poflelTion. 
This,  though  in  fome  refpefts  an  advantage,  as  it  affor- 
ded them  more  room,  neverthelefs  kept  the  foldiers  to 
much  harder  duty  than  before,  on  account  of  the  more 
extended  works  they  had  to  defend.  On  the  other  hand* 
the  provincials  were  by  no  means  difpirited  by  their  defeat. 
They  maintained,  that  though  they  had  loft  a  poft,  the 
confequences  of  the  action  had  been  fuch  as  would  have 
attended  a  complete  vi£tory.  They  had  now  not  only 
completely  ftopped  all  the  offenfive  operations  of  the  army 
fcnt  to  fubdue  them,  but  kept  ihem  blocked  up  in  a  nar- 
row fpacc  ;  at  the  fame  time,  they  exulted  in  having  fo 
!^  plainly  wiped  ofFtlie  afperfiuns  which  had  been  thrown 
upon  them  on  the  other  fidt;  of  the  Atlantic.    The  fitua* 
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lion  of  the  Britifli  troops' was  indeed  by  no  means  agree-  CH  AB* 
able.    Befides  therr  being  furrounded  and    infulted  by      XII. 
ari  enemy,  whom  they  had  been  taught  to  defpife,  (for  the  ^—  '^'rr^ 
provincials,  by  works  thrown  up  on  Charkitown  Neck,      *775» 
kept  them  as  efFeflually  blocked  up  as  before ;)  they  were 
now  cut  off  from  all  ft^plies  of  fre(h  provi lions  and  ve- 
getables, which  the  neighbouring  country  afforded  in  the 
greatcft  plenty.  This  confinement  to  fait  and  putrid  pro* 
vifioDS,  with  the  heat  of  the  climate  during  tlic  fummer^ 
muft  have  had  a  very  bad  t\St£k  on  the  fick  and  wounded, 
whofe  number  now  amounted  to  one  thoufand  ^w  hunr 
dred  ;  though  few,  in  comparifon,  are  faid  to  have  died. 

Few  other  hoftilities  took  plack  between  the  troops  at 
Bofton  and  the  provincials.  The  former  indeed  fomctimes 
cannonaded,  and  threw  fliells  into  the  works  at  Charlef* 
town,  butwith  out  any  efFeft,  As,  however,  the  live  (lock, 
^s  well  as  the  grafs  of  the  illands  in  Bofton-Bay^  wa|  now 
become  an  obje£l  of  fome  confideration,  frequent  Ikir- 
miflics  took  place  between  the  provincials  and  the  parties 
fent  out  to  carry  off  the  produce  of  thefe  iflands.  In  thefe, 
viftory  generally  declared  for  the  Americans,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  proteflion  the  men  of  war  could  give ; 
and  at  length  they  became  fo  daring,  as  to  burn  the  light- 
hoafe,  though  a  man  of  war  lay  at  the  time  within  a  mile 
of  it ;  and  afterwards,  either  killed  or  took  prifoners  a 
detachment  of  marines,  with  fome  carpenters  fent  to  re- 
pair it.  A  like  predatory  war  took  place  all  along  the  neigh- 
bouring coaft,  in  which  the  boldnefs  of  the  Americans 
fqmetimes  occafioned  a  fevere  chaftifement  to  their  towns 
by' the  men  of  war;  numbers  of  their  fliips  were  taken, 
either  in  conformity  to  the  new  laws,  or  the  commands 
of  the  admiral ;  all  whiqh  hoftilities  added  fewel  to  the 
flame  already  burning  with  too  great  violence  to  be 
quenched. 

Thus  were  the  minifterial  hopes  difappointed  with  re-  Canadians 
gard  to  the  fucccfs  of  the  Bodon  army  ;  nor  did  they  prof-  '^^'"^f  *'* 
per  much  better  in  other  refpefts.  The  Quebec  acl,  fiom  g^rtiih  ^^^ 
which  fuch  fanguine  expeftations  were  formed,  iiiftead  of  c-^uie. 
giving  that  fatisfadlion  which  was  proniifed,  had  difgufted 
all  parties.  A  fcheme  had  been  concerted  of  raidng  an 
army  of  Canadians  for  the  relittf  of  general  Gage,   and 
twenty  thoufand  fland  of  arms  for  this  purpofe  had  been 
fent  to  general  Carleton  gdvernor  of  the  province.    The 
people,  however,  almoft  to  a  man,  refufcd  to  interfere  in         ^'; 
the  difpute.  They  faid,  they  were  under  Britifti  govern-        /       *  ^ 
ment,  and  could  not  decide  with  regard  to  the  claims  of         •         .  ^.^ 
cither  party:  That  they  would  fliew  themfclves  dutiful  ' "  .  1 
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CHAP,  and  quiet  fubjcfts,  by  an  obedience  to  the  governors  urn* 
XII.     der  .which  they  were  placed  ;  but  that  it  was  totally  in- 
V.y^w^  confiftcnt  with  their  ftate  and  condition  to  interfere  in 
1775.     the  difputes  betwixt  government  and  its  ancient  fubje<9:8. 
In  anfwcr  to  a  proclamation  iflucd  by  the  governor  for 
affembling  the  militia,  and  the  execution  of  martial  law, 
they  faid,  they  would  defend  the  province  if  it  were  at?- 
tacited ;  but  they  abfolutely  refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  or 
commence  hoftilities  againft  their  neighbours.  The  go- 
vernor then  requefted  the  Bilhdp,  that  he  would  iffue  aii 
Epifcopal  mandate  for  the  purpofe,  to  be  read  by  the 
parifli-priefts  after  divine  farvice  ;  but  he  excufed  hinv- 
felf,  on  account  of  its  being  inconfiftent  with  the,  canons 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  In  fine,  the  only  perfons 
who  interefted  themfelves  on  this   occafion,   were   the 
French  Nobleffe,  who  indeed  alone  had  reafon  to  applau4 
the  vfw  government  -,  and  they  w^re  too  inconfidcrable 
in  number,  and  too  much  fcparated  from  the  body  of  the 
people,  to  b«  able  to  efR^d  any  thing  of  confequence. 
The  In-  Another,  and  indeed  the  moft  difgraceful  part  of  thc^ 

dians  rcfufe  minifterial  plan,  had  been  to  excite  the  Indians  who  inha- 
^va^wh^  bi^ed  the  country  ftretching  along  the  backs  of  the  colo- 
thc  colo-  nies,  to  make  a  diverfion,  by  attacking  the  Americans  in 
iiitt.  t-hofe  paj-tg  where  they  .could  be  moft  fenfibly  afFeaed.-r- 

The  monftrous  cruelties  exercifed  by  thefe  wretches  in 
'  their  incurfions,  it  was  thought,  would  foon  Induce  the 
cOlonifts  to  fubmit ;  though  fuch  a  fcheme  was  evidently 
more  calculated  to'  inflame  them  with  ine^inguifhable 
refentment  and  hatred  of  thofe  who  could  difgrace  theni- 
felves  by  courting  fuch  allies.  On  this  occafion,  however, 
thefe  diabolical  warriors  refufed  to  take  up  the  hatchet ; 
for  which  they  gave  much  the  fame  Veafons  as  had  been 
given  by  the  Canadians.  The  congrefs  took  care  to  im- 
prove this  favourable  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  and  con- 
cluded a  league  with  them,  by  which  the  favages  bound 
themfelves  to  obferve  a  {Iria  neutrality.  Some  of  the 
tribes,  it  is  faid,  offered  to  take  up  arms  in  their  favour; 
but  this,  they  were  told,  was  not  required  of  them  ;  it 
'-'  was  fufficient  that  they  kept  thetnfelvea  neutral. 

Georgia  j^  ^^c  beginning  of  the  month  of  July,  the  c-lftant  and 

ireft  ''  °"   inconfidcrable  colony  of  Georgia  joined  in  the  geneval  al- 
'  liance  againft  Great-Britain.   .  Having  cUaed  a  prcvm- 

'^.  cial  congrefs,  that  body  entered  at  once  into  all  tlie  relo- 

lutlons  of  the  two  general  congrcffes,  and  appointed  hve 
'     •: .  deleprates  to  attend  that  which  was  fitting  at  the  time—  • 

"  /  ■       Refoliltions  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the -other  colonies  were 
idopted,  and  they  declared,  that  though  their  province 
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yfmi  not  included  in  any  of  the  opprcflivc  idls  lately  paf-  CHAP* 
fed  againft  America,  they  confidered  that  circumftance     XIL 
rather  as  an  infult  than  a  favour,  as  being  done  only  with  V-^^v^/ 
a  view  to  divide  them  from  their  brethren.     They  alfo     i77#. 
fent  a  petition  and  addrefs  to  his  niajefty,  in  the  ufual 
•ftile;  and,  from  the  time  of  this  acccffion,  the  general 
confederacy  took  the  title  of  The  Thirteen  United  Col^^ 
nies. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  military  rage  had  felzed  the  minds 
of  almoft  all  the  colonifts.     Perfons  of  fortune  and  fa« 
mily  who  were  not  appointed  officers,  entered  cheerfully 
as  common  foldiers.     Even  many  of  the  young  Quakers 
took  up  arms,  formed  themfelves  into  companies,  and  ap- 
plied, with  the  utmoft  affiduity,  to  acquire  a  proficiency 
in  military  difciplme:  nay,  fo  univcrfal   was  the  ambi- 
tion of  diftirtguiihing  themfelves  in  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
that  no  fewer  than  two  hundred  thoufand  men  are  fa  id 
at  this  time  to  have  been  trs^inirig  thioughout  the  conti- 
nent.    As  it  was  now  become  neceffary  to  apjpoint  a 
commander  in  chief,  the  congrefs,  with  the  almoft  uni- 
verfai  approbation  of  the  people,  chofe  to  this  high  of-  ^^^^^^ 
fice  George  Wafhington,  Efq  ;  a  gentleman  of  affluent  WaOiin^T. 
fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who  had  acquired  confiderable  ton  chofen 
military  experience  in  the  command  of  different  bodies  of  ^"J^'^'^Jj^".^^ 
the  provincials  during  the  lail  war.     For  major-generals,  of  the 
they   appointed   Artemus  Ward,    Charles  Lee,    Philip  American 
Schuyler,  Krael  Putnam,  Efqrs.  and  Horatio  Gates  for  f^^*-"- 
adjutant-general.      Of  thefe,    generals  Lee  and   Gates 
were  Engliih  gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  with  honour  in 
the  laft  war  ;  Ward  and  Putnam  were  of  Maflachufetts- 
Bav,  and  Schuyler  of  New-York. 

Previous  to  this  military  arrangement,  the  congrefs  r^^^lara- 
had  drawn  up  a  declaration,  fetting  forth  the  neceffity  of  tion  of 
taking  up  arms.     This,  like  all  their  other  publications,  ^^X^nc 
was  worded  in  a  ftrong  and  forcible  manner,  while,  at  canity  of 
the  fame  time,  it  was  ufhered  in  with  a  folemnity  which  taking  up 
could  not  fail  to  inake  a  deep  impreffion  on  ^^>!^fe  for '^rm^.    ^ 
whom  it  was  calcuhted— «'^if  it  was  pofhble,    faid  they,  . 
«  for  men  who  exercrfe. their  reafon,  to  believe,  that  the 
Divine  Author  cf  our  exiftence  intended  a  part  of  the 
human  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  property  in,  and  an  un- 
bounded  power  over  others,  marked  out  by  his  infinite 
goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the  objefts  of  a  legal  domiiTation,  , 

never  rightly  refiftible,  however  fevere  and  oppreflive— 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  might  at  leall  require  -     ; 

from  the   parliament  of  Great-Britain,  fomc    evidence         ^    • 
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CHAP,  that  this  dreadful  authority  ov€r  them  has  been  granted 
XII.  to  that  body.  But,  a  reverence  for  our  great  Creator, 
i^^"Y\J  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  didates  of  common 
f77S'  ienfe,  muft  convince  all  thofe  who  rcflefl:  upon  the  fub- 
je£t,  that  government  was  inftituted  to  promote  the  weK 
fare  of  mankind,  and  otight  to  be  adminiilered  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  end.  The  legiflature  of  Great-Britain, 
however,  ilimulated  by  an  inordinate  paffion  for  a  power 
not  only  unjuftifiable,  but  which  they  know  to  be  pccu- 
,  liarly  reprobated  by  the  very  conftitution  of  thatk^ingdom; 
and  dcfperatc  of  fuccefs  in  any  mode  of  conteft,  where 
regard  (hall  be  had  to  truth,  law,  or  right;  have,  at 
length,  defercing  thofe,  attempted  to  effe&  their  cruel 
and  impolitic  purpofe  of  enllaving  thefe  colonics  by  vio- 
lence, and  have  therefore  rendered  it  necefl'ary  for  us  to 
clofe  with  their  laft  appeal  from  reafon  to  arms.  Yet, 
however  blinded  that  aiTembly  may  be,  by  their  intem- 
perate rage  for  unlimited  domination,  fo  as  to  fliglt 
"juflice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  cfleem  ourfelvcs 
bound,  by  obligations  of  refpeft  to.  the  reft  of  the  worldi 
to  make  known  the  juftice  of  ourcaufe,*'  &c. 

To  complete  the  titablifliment  of  their  new  empire, 

fJ^lcdcTi'  *^^  congrcfs  had  alfo  drawn  up  articles  of  confederation 

tionofthe   and  perpetual  union  between  the  colonks.     As  Georgia 

United       j^aci  jjot  then  acceded  to  the  general  league,  the  number 

of  the  colonies  is  not  fpecified  in  the  firft  article.* 

Congrefs  having  thus,  in  eficft,  declared  the  colonies 

aXft"°''  independent,  unlefs  Great-Britain  fhpuld  comply  with 

Canada,      their  demands,  and  as  every  day  prefented  lefs  and  lefe 

probability  of  that  ev^nt  taking  place,  the  martiat  fpiri^ 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION. 

•  I.  The  name  of  the  confederacy  fhall  henceforth  be  The  Uni- 
ted G0LONIE8OF  North-Am  ERICA.  • 

2.  The  United  Colonie*  hereby  enter  into  a  firm  league  of  fricnd- 
fl^ip  wiili  each  other,  binding  on  thcmfelves  and  their  pofterity,  for 
their  common  defence  againft  their  enemies,  for  the  fccurity  of  their 
liberties  .md  properties,  the  fafet)'  of  tlieir  perfons  and  families,  and 
their  mutual  and  general  welfare. 

3.  That  each  colony  fliall  enjoy*  and  may  retain  as  much  as  it  fliali 
think  fit  of  its  own  prtfent  laws,  cuftoms,  rights,  privileges,  and  pccu- 
liar  jurifdid-ion?,  within  its  own  limits;  ind  may  amend  its  own  con- 
ftitution, as  fliall  fccm  beft  to  its  own  afTembly  or  conventions. 

4.  For  the  more  convenient  management  of  general  interefts,  dele- 
gates lliall  be  ele<5led  annually  in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  j^cncral  con- 
grefs, at  fuch  time  and  place  as  fliall  be  agreed  on  in  tbe  next  prcccd- 

*•  jng  congrefs.     Onlv  where  particular  circumflances  do  not  make  a  de- 

viation neceflary,  it  is  underwood  to  be  a  rule,  that  each  fuccceding 
congrcfs  is  to  be  held  in  a  different  cwlony  till  the  whole  number  be 
gone  thruu;ih,  and  fo  uu  in  perpetual  rotation  ;  and  that  aqcordiiigly. 
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of  the  people  began  to  difplay  itfelf  in  a  new  and  vcfy  CH  AP» 
daring  cntcrprife.  This  was  no  lefs  than  an  invafion  of  Ca-      XII. 
nadajfor  which  the  way  had  been  in  a  manner  paved  by  the  ^'  — »— -^ 
redudion  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point.  For  this  fer-      '77i» 
vice  were  appointed  generals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery, 
with  two  regiments  of  New-York  militia,  a  body  of  New- 
England  men,  and  fome  others,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  near  three  thoufand  men.     A  number  of  batteaux,  or 
flat  bottomed  boats,  were  built  at  Ticonderoga  or  Crown 
Point,  to  convey  the  forces  along  the  lake  Cham  plain  to 
the  rivei'  Sorel,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  Canada, 
and  is  compofed  of  the  fuperiluous  water  of  the  lakes, 
which  it  difcharges  into   the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and 
would  afford  a  happy  communication  between  both,  were 
it  not  for  fome  rapids  that  obftru<St  the  navigation. 

the  next  Congrcfs,  after  the  prcfent,  ftiall  be  heW  at  Annapoiis,  in  Ma- 
ryland. ^ 

S-  %£  power  and  duty  of  thecongrefsfliall  extend  to  the  determin- 
ing on  war  and  peace,  the  entering  into  alliances,  the  reconciliation 
'  with  Great-Britain,  the  fettling  6f  all  difpiite*  between  colony  and 
colony,  if  any  fliould  arife,  and  the  planting  new  colonies  where  pro- 
per. Thecongrefs  fliill  alfo  make  fuch general  ordinances  as  fhal!  be 
thought  ncceffary  to  the  general  welfare,  of  which  particular  affem* 
blics  cannot  be  competent,  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  general 
commerce  or  general  currency,  to  the  eUdblilliment  of  pofts,  the  regu- 
lation of  our  common  forces.  The  congrels  Hiall  alfo  have  the  ap- 
pointment of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  apperta'ning'to  the  gene- 
ral confederacy,  fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fecrctary,  &c.  &c. 

6.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  ex|>cnfes  to  be  incurred 
for  the  common  welfare,  fiiall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common  treafury, 
which  is  to  be  iupfplied  by  each  colbny,  in  proportion  to  its  number  of 
male  polls  between  6l  and  60  years  of  age  ;  the  taxes  for  paying  that 
proportion  are  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  tlie  laws  of  each  colony. 

7.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  elecfled  and  fent  to  the  congrefs 
by  each  colony,  fhall  be  regulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  number  of 

,  fuch  polls  returned,  io  as  tiiat  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every  500* 
polU.  The  delegates  are  to  bring  with  them  to  every  congrefs  an  au- 
thenticated'return  of  the  number  of  polls  in  their  refpeccive  colonies, 
which  is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned. 

8.  At  every  meeting  of  the  congrefs,  one-half  of  the  members  re- 
turned, exclulivc  of  proxies,  fhall  be  ncceflfary  to  make  a  quorum  ;'and 
each  delegate  at  the  congrefs  fliall  have  a  vote  in  all  cafes  ;  and  if  ne- 
ceflarily  abfent,  fliall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any  other  delegate  from  the    . 
lame  colony  to  be  his  proxy,  tvho  may  vote  for  him. 

9.  An  executive  council  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  Congrefs  out  of 
their  own  body,  coniiding  of  twelve  perfons,  of  whom,  in  the  firft  ap- 
pointment, four  (hall  be  for  one  year,  four  for  two  years,  and  four  for 
three  years ;  the  vacancies  to  be  filled  up  annually  ;  and -no  perfon  who 
hasfcrved  the  term  of  three  years  fliall  be  elected  a  counfellor  again  , 
until  after  the  expiration  of  other  three  years.  This  council,  of  which 
two-thirds  form  a  quorum,  is  to  adt  the  part  of  congrefs  during  the  re- 

ccfs  of  that  aiTcmbly. 

10.  No  colony  fliall  engage  in  an  olfenfivc  war  with  any  Indian  na- 
tion without  the  confcnt  of  the  cougr«fs,  or  great  council  above-men- 
tioned, who  are  firfl  to  cohfider  the  juftice  and  neceflity  of  fuch  war. 

J  I.  A  perpetual  alliance,  ofFcnfive  and  dcfenlivc,  is  to  be  entered 
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CHAP.      Not  above  half  the   forces  were  yet  arrived,  wheii 

XII.     Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown- Point,  received  fonae 

t^nrO  intelligence,  which   rendered  him  apprehenfive  that  a 

177$.    fchooner  of  confiderable  force,  with  fome  other  armed 

veflels,  which  lay  at  the  fort  of  St.  John^s,  on  the  river 

Sorel,  were  preparing  to  enter  the  lake,  and  thereby  ef- 

fediually  obftruft  their  paflage.     He  thereupon,  in   the 

latter  end  of  Auguft,  proceeded  with  the  forces  he  had,  ^ 

to  the  Ifle  Aux  Noix,  which  lies  in  the  entrance  of  the 

Aw^uft.     j^yci-j  and  took  proper  meafures  for  preventing  the  paf- 

fage  of  thofe  veflels  into  the  lake.     Schuyler,  who  at 

that  time  commanded  in  chief,  having  alfo  arrived  from 

'  Albany,  they  publiflied  a  declaration  to  encourage  the 

Canadians  to  join  them  ;  and,  with  the  fame  hope  or  de- 

£igWj  puQied  on  to  the  fort  of  St.  John,,  which  lies  only 

about  twelve  miles  from  the  ifland.     The  fire  from  the 

jfept  6/  fort,  as  well  as  the  ftrong  appearances  of.  force  and  te- 

fiilance  which  theyobferved,  occafioned  their  landipg  at 

iiuo,  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  the  Sii  Nations ;  their  limits  afccrtaincd 
and  fccured,  and  thicir  lands  not  to  be  encroached  upon  ;  n'^r  any  pri- 
Tatc  or  colony  purchafeto  be  made  of  them  hereafter  to  be  held  good, 
nor  any  contracls  for  lane's  to  he  made,  but  betwctn  the  great  council 
of  the  Indians  at  Onendega  and  the  general  congrefs.  The  bouodaries 
and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indian  tribes  to  beiklikemarner  afcertained 
and  fecurcd ;  and  perfons  appointed  to  refide  among  them  in  proper 
diftridts,  who  fliall  take  care  to  prevent  injuftice  in  the  trade  with 
them,  and  be  enabled,  at  our  general  cxpcnfc,  by  occaiional  fitiall  fup- 
plies,  to  relieve  their  perfimal  wants  and  diftreflcs ;  and  all  purchafcs 
from  them  fliail  be  by  the  congrefn,  for  the  general  benefit  and  advan- 
tage of  the  United  Colonies. 

1%.  A&all  new  inftitutions  may  have  Jmperfe^l^ions,  which  only  time 
and  experience  can  difcover,  it  is  agreed  that  the  'general  congrefs,  from 
time  to  time,  fhall  propofe  fuch  amendments  of  this  conffituiion'as 
may  be  found  nccefTary,  which  being  approved  by  a  rhajority  of  the 
colony  afTemblies,  fhall  be  equally  binding  with  the  reft  of  the  articles 
of  this  confederaiion. 

.  13.  /\ny  and  every  c®Iony,  from  Great-Britain,  upon  the  continent 
of  North- America ^  not  at  prefent  engaged  in  our  aflbciation,  may, 
upon  application,  join  in  the  faid  aflbciation,  and  fliall  thereupon  be 
inciticd  to  all  the  advantages  of  our  union,  mutual  alTiflance  and  com- 
merce. 
^^  I'hefc  articles  fliaJI  be  propofcd  t^  the  feveral  provincial  convcntiont 
or  afTemblies,  to  be  by  them  confidercd;  and,  if  approved,  they  arc 
advifed  to  empower  th^ir  delegates  to  agree  and  ratify  the  fame  in  the 
enfuing  conorefs;  after  which  the  union  thereby  cflabliflied  is  to  con- 
tinue firm,  till  the  terms  of  reconciliation  propofed  in  thc-petition  of 
the  lafl  congrefs  to  the  king  are  agreed  to;  till  the  avElt,  fince  made, 
reflrainiDgthc  American  Vommcrce  and  fiflieries,  are  repealed;  till 
reparation  is  made  for  the  injury  done  to  Boflon  by  fliutting  up  its 
port,  for  burning  Charlcflown,  and  for  the  expcnfe  of  this  wnjufl  war; 
-and  till  all  the  British  troops  are  withdrawn  from  America.  On  the 
arrival  of  thefe  events,  the  colonies  are  to  return  to  their  former  con- 
nections and  fricndOiip  with  Great-Britain ;  hat,  on  failure  thereof, 
this  confederation  to  be  perpetual. 
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i  considerable  diftanco,  in  a  country  covered  with  thick  CH  APj 
\^oods,  deep  fwamps,  arid  interfcfited  with  creeks  arid      XIL 
Vaters.     Here  they  were  vigoroufly  attacked  bv  a  confi-  {^/^y\J 
derable  body  df  Indians,  ^ho  did  not  negleflt  the  advan*      ly^j. 
tages  which  they  derived  from  it.     In  this  fituation,  and 
finding  that  the  fort  was  well  garrlfoned  and  pi^dvidedi 
they  were  under  the  neceffity  of  returning  riext  day  w 
their  former  ftatidn  on  the  ifland  j  and  to  defer  their  ope** 
fations  Until  the  arrival  of  the  artillery  and  reinforcements 
which  were  ex{5efted. 

Schuyler^  ilpon  this  fetreaf,  retiitried  id  Albatty,  to 
conclude  a  'treaty  which  he  had  for  feme  time  been  ne^ 
gociating  with  the  Indians,  by  which,  and  other  biifi-" 
finefs  he  Was  fo  occupied,  that  the  whole  weight  of  thd 
Canada  expedition  fell  upon  Montgomery*  The  firft 
tneafute  df  this  commander  was  to  detach  the  Indian* 
who  had  joined  general  Carleton  i  after  which^  having 
deceived  the  cxpe£led  reinforcements  ^hd  artillery,  he 
{n-epafed  to  befiege  fott  St;  John*  Thd  p?^trifoii  confifted 
of  the  greater  part  of  two  regiments,  beirig  hcfafly  the 
whole  number  of  regular  troops  at  that  tim^  in  the  pro^ 
tinc^  i  and  they  were  belides  well  provided  with  ftorcs^ 
Smm;;irTltiori,  and  artillery.  ■  The  ptotincial  parties  had 
fpread  themfclves  over  the  adjacent  country,  and  every 
iR^here  met  With  the  rhoft  grstcious  fcception  ftom  thej 
Canadians.  It  now  became  manifeft,  that  the  people  of 
the  country,  inflead  of  arming  themfclves  againft  the 
'Americans,  wi(hed  in  feality  to  join  them.  Confidera- 
ble  n limbers  did  indeed  enlift  uridet  their  banfnefs,  andl 
fupplted  theni  whh  eVery  kind  of  tieceflaries,  both  pro- 
Irifioris  arid  fhilitaf  y  ftores,  as  far  as  they  cotxld,  for  car- 
rying on  the  fiege.  The  prdgf efs  of  iMontgomefy,  how^ 
ever,  was  for  fome  time  T'etarded  by  his  deficiency  in  thei 
eiTential  articles  of  powder  and  balh  The  little  fort 
Chamblce,  garrifoned  by  only  part  of  the  7th  regrttienti 
J^rdmifed  an  eafy  ftipply  of  thefe  articles,  'to  this  hd 
puflied  fotward  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  atid,  with  thd 
help  of  forfie  Canadians,  became  mafter  of  the  plafc^^  ^ 
which  put  hirn  in  pcfTefFian  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  befidcs  a  confiderablc  quantity  of 
Other  ftoi'es. 

The  fiege  of  St.  John's  was  car  tied  on  ^ith  vigour.*-^  ' 
The  garrifon,  confllling  of  between  fix  and  feven  hun- 
dred, of  whom  Ave  hundred  were  regulars,  made  a  re*»" 
folute  defence, in  hopes  of  being  relieved  by  general  Carle*- 
ton.  That  brave  officer,  indeed,  had  been  indefatiga** 
ble  in  his  endeavours  for  their  relief  j  but  the  difai&^ioit 
Vol.  V.  G  a 
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of  the  people  to  the  BritiQi  caufe  had  operated  fo  eiFe^ld- 
ally  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  that  all  the  intereft  of 
the  governor  could  coIle£):  no  more  than  about  a  thoufand 
jnen.  With  thefe  he  attempted  to  form  a  junction  with 
a  colonel  Maclean,  who  had  endeavoured  to  raife  a  regi« 
meat  of  the  Scotch  emigrants,  that  had  not  yet  obtained 
fettlements.  Of  thefe,  with  fome  Canadians,  the  colo^ 
nel  had  formed  a  body  of  a  few  hundred  men,  with 
which  he  pofted  himfcif  near  the  jun&ion  of  the  rivers 
Sorel  and  St.  Lawrence ;  but  as  general  Carleton  wasoa 
his  march  to  join  him,  he  fell  in  with  a  party  of  provin- 
cials, by  whom  he  was  totally  defeated,  and  the  whole 
fchemc  of  relieving  the  fort  entirely  overthrown.  The 
Canadians,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Maclean,  no 
fooner  heard  of  this  difafler,  than  they  abandoned  him 
to  a  man ;  fo  that,  being  puftied  by  a  fuperior  number  of 
4)rovinciais,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  emi- 
grants, to  Quebec :  upon  which  the  party  who  had  re- 
duced  him  to  (hat  neceiHty,  immediately  began  to  ered 
batteries  on  a  point  of  .land  at  the  jundlion  of  the  two 
rivers,  and  conftrutied  armed  rafts  and  floating  batteries, 
with  a  view  to  intercept  a  number  of  armed  vefiels  which 
general  Carleton  had  at  Montreal,  in  cafe  they  ihould  at- 
tempt an  efcapc. 

The  defeat  of  general  Carleton,  and  the  defertion  of 
colonel  Maclea(n's  men,  decided  the  fate  of  St.  John's. 
The  garrifon,  after  a  refolute  defence,  finding  themfelves 
cut  oiF from  all  fupply  of  provifions,  as  well  as  from  any 
hope  of  relief,  furrendered  themfelves  prifoners  of  war 
on  the  3d  of  November,  1775,  and,  after  experiencing 
a  very  polite  and  honourable  treatment  from  the  provin- 
cial general,  were  conveyed,  by  the  way  of  Ticonderoga, 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  colonies.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  cannon  and  military  (lores  were  found  in  the 
place* 

While  Montgomery  was  thus  fuccefsfully  employed  at 
St.  John's,  an  uncommiffioned  adventurer,  Ethan  Allan, 
had  made  an  attempt  on  Montreal.  As  his  enterprifc, 
however,  was  rafhly  undertaken,  without  any  adequate 
force,  or  the  knowledge  of  the  commander  in  chief,  it 
was  not  attended  w^ith  fuccefs.  On  the  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, he  was  utterly  defeated,  and  taken  prifoner  by  ge- 
neral Carleton's  officers,  with  forty  of  his  men,  the  reft 
making  their  efcape  into  the  woods.  On  this  occafion, 
the  Briiifti  commander  did  not  fet  Montgomery  the  ex- 
ample of  humanity  which  the  garrifon  at  St.  John's  expe- 
rienced On  their  furrender.     The  unhappy  captives  werC| 
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by  exprcfs  orders  of  general  Carkton,  loaded  with  irons,  CHAP, 
and  Tent  in   that  condition  on  board  a  man  of  war,  ia      XII. 
which  they  were  brought  over  to  England,  from  whence,  ^>--"^-"^ 
however,  they  were  fome  time  after  fent  back  again  to      ^77^- 
America.     It  is  not  to  be  fuppofcd^  that  this  inftance  of 
haughty  feverity  to  a  few  dozens  of  htlplefs  wretches, 
co\ild  augment  the  American  idea  of  Briiifh  magnani-^ 
mity  or  mercy. 

General  Carlcton  himfelf  had  retreated  to  Montreal  af-  General 
ter  his  defeat  already  mentioned,  from  whence  he  had  Caricton 
frequently  attempted  a  paiTage  down  the  river  to  Quebec  j  makes hw 
but  the  batteries  and  armed   floats,  con{lru61:ed  oy  the  Quebec** 
provincial  party,  who  had  driven  off  colonel  Maclean, 
had  cifefliuaUy  rendered  thefe  attempts  abortive.    He  was 
aow,  therefore,  in  the  utmolt  danger  of  being  made  pri- 
foner,  as  general  Montgomery  inilantly  advanced  to  that 
place,  after  the  reduftion  of  St.  John's.    On  his  arrival^ 
the  inhabitants  propofed  a  capitulation,  or  rather  a  kind 
of  general  treaty  ;  but  this  was  refofed  on  the  part  of  the 
American  vCommander,  as   they  w^re  in  no  conditioa 
to  make  any  defence,  and  could  not  fulfil  their  part  of  the 
agreement.     However,  he  gave  them  an  anfwer  in  wrL- 
tiog,  in  which  he  (ays,  "  the  continental  army  have  a 
generous  difdain  of  every  a  A  of  pppreffion  and  violence  : 
they  are.come«for  the  cxprefs  purpofe  of  giving  liberty  and 
fecurity :  the  general,  therefore,  engages  his  honour  to 
maintain,  in  the  peaceable  poffeflion  of  their  property  of 
every  kind,  the  individuals  and  religious  communities  of 
the  city  of  Mpntreah     The  continental  ajrmy  came  into 
this  province  for  its  protections  they,  therefore,  cannot 
confider  its  oppofers  as  taking  up  arms  for  its  defence," 
kc.     In  other  refpeflts,  he  provided  for  the  fafcty  and     j^o^.i^. 
government  of  the  country,  as  If  it  bad  been  already  fub-  Montreal 
dued,  and  the  proviixce  under  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  Uni-  ^^^°  ^^ 
ted  Colonies ;  after  which,  his  army  topk  peaceable  pof-  j^crv*^^' 
•feffionof  the  place  oatbe  i3ch  of  November,  1775. 

The  lituation  of  general  Carleton,  a9  well  as  of  all  the 
province  of  Canada,  was  now  become  extremely  dange- 
rous. The  general,  however,  found  means  to  efcape  the 
danger^  by  being  conveyed  fafely  beyond  the  batteries  ifi 
^  night-time,  it  a  boat,  with  mufiled  paddks  *,  and  his 
efcaps  favjcd  tl:fce  proviace,  which  he  found  now  involved 
in  an.unexpefted  danger  from  a  new  enterprAze  of  the 
provincials.  This  was  an  expedition  againi);  the  lower 
part  of  the  province,  and  tlie  city  of  jQgebec  itfelf,  feton 
foot  by  one  colonel  Arnold,  who,  with  about  eleven  hun- 
dred men,  nfiade  an  invafion  ftom  New-England^  through. 
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CH  AP.  a  way  unfrccjucntcd  by  travellers,  and  thoughtoto  be  ai« 
XII.     together  impaflable  to  any  body  of  forces.     He  ftt  out 
w..  "^wi^  \J  from  the  camp  at  Bofton  about  the  middle  of  September  \ 
I '75.     from  whence  proceeding  to  Newburyport,  at  the  mouth 
MpcJlltion  of  the  river  Meramack,  his  troops  were  conveyed  to  the 
figainft       mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  in  New-Hachpflnre.     Up  thifi 
l^)fbc(»*     river  they  proceeded  with  great  labour  and  difBcuhy,  be- 
ing impeded  by  a  very  rapid  ftream,  with  rocky  fides  and 
bottom,  catara£ls,  carrying- places,'*  and  other  obftacles. 
nt'heir  paflage  along  the  banks  was  not  lefs  diiBcult  than 
by  water,  the  country  being  every  where  covered  with 
thick  woods,  deep  fwamps,  mountains,  and  precipices  i 
(q  that  their  general  progrefs  was  only  from  four  to  ten 
miles  a* day.     By  this  incefiant  labour  many  fell  fick  and 
died|  while  providons  became  fo  fcarce  among  the  furvi<- 
vers,  that  many  of  them  killed  and-  ate  their  dogs,  befides 
ufing  any  kind  of  food,  however  unwholcfome,  to  appeaC^ 

/(heir  hunger. 
Having  at  length  reached  the  head  of  the  Kennebec, 
>     they  fent  back  their  fick  ;  at  which  time  one  of  the  colo- 
nels, without  confent  of  the  commander  in  chief,  took 
'^.        ^        theoppertunityof  returning  with  his  divifion,  under  pre« 
./^' '      ',         tence  6f  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  )  fo  that,  of  the  eleven 
r         i        hundred  who  had  fet  out  (rom  Bollon,  fcarce  four  hun- 
^         »        dred  remained  to  profecute  the  intended  tnvafion.  Though 
^     t~       the  affair  might  now  well  be  judged  defpcrate,  Arnold, 
!*  *      with  the  few  who  adhered  to  him,  ftiil  proceeded  with 
i         great  conftancy  \  and  having  crofTed  a  ridge  extending 
'■■^    quite   through  that   part  of  the  continent,   called   the 
Jj^    Heights  of  Land^  they  arrived  at  length  at  the  head  of  the 
il^    iChandiere,  a  branch  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  after 
^        which  they  foon  approached  the  inhabited  parts  of  Ca- 
nada,    On  the  3d  of  November  they  procured  fome  pro- 
|if(U^t  y    vifions>  and  foon  after  came  to  a  houfe,  being  the  firft 
^hey  had  feen  for  thirty-one  days. 

On  the  appearance  of  cobnel  Arnold,  the  Canadians 
xnanifefted  the  fame  good- will  to  him  that  they  had  done 
to  Montgomery }  and  he,  on  his  part,  afTured  them  of 
the  good  wifiies  of  the  American  colonies,  whom  he  in- 
vited them  to  join  in  perpetual  friendship ;  for  which 
?urpofe  he  publifhed  a  declaration,  figned  by  general 
V^afhington.  The  American  army,  he  told  them,  was 
pot^Qme  to  plunder,  b4t  tQ  protect  and  animate  them  } 

'^  By  th!t  eiprefliop  is  to  be  underftood  Aich  places  oil  the  river  as 

^ere^not  navigable  by,  their  boats,  jand  where,  of  courfe,  they  wcr( 
obliged  to  carry  them  on  thsir  ihouldcrs  alon^;  the  banks.  Ov^  of  Lh^f$ 
WM  U|>wlM^  onwelve  (uiks  ia  lcn|;ri|t 
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dicy  were  requefted,  therefore,  not  to  dcfert  their  habi-  CH  AP. 
tations,  or  fly  from  their  friends,  but  to  fupply  them  with       XIL 
neceflarics,  for  which,  he  aflured  them,  they  ihottld  be  ^■■-v'—  *^ 
amply  recompenfed.  i7  75« 

After  the  efcape  of  gjcneral  Carleton  from  Montreal  ia 
the  manner  already  mentioned,  general  Prefcott,  with 
fome  other  oBicers,  and  all  the  armed  force,  among 
whom  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  Englifh  foldiers, 
with  eleven  armed  veflcils,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
vincials. Montgomery  having  found  plenty  of  woollen 
manufa£tures,  and  other  articles  of  that  kind  at  Mon- 
treal, took  the  opportunity  of  clothing  his  troops,  and 
preparing  for  their  future  progrefs  in  his  intended  expe- 
dition, which  was  now  found  to  be  attended  with  very 
great  dif&culties.  One  of  the  principal  of  thcfc  arofe 
from  the  nature  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the 
provincial  foldiers.  Having  enlifted*onIy  for  a  certain 
time,  and  the  term  of  their  fervice  being  nearly  expired, 
they  were  defirous  of  returning  home  to  their  families ; 
fo  that  it  was  only  by  mere  afFsCiion  to  their  genetal  that 
they  could  now  be  kept  together.  Befides  this,  other  diffi- 
culties ai:ofe  from  the  want  of  proper  fubordination,  ow- 
ing to  the  otceffive  palTion  for  liberty,  and  to  which  they 
only  could  be  trained  through  numberlefs  wants  and  dif- 
treffes  of  every  klnd.-^Montgomery,  however,  happily 
po^efT^d  a  genius  calculated  to  remedy  thefe  evils  ;  and 
kaving,  mpitly  by  his  perfonal  influence,  prevailed  on 
his  troops  to  perfcvcre  in  the  enterprife  he  had  fo  happily 
begun,  puQied  on  to  join  Arnold,  with  as  many  men  as 
he  could  fpare  from  ihc  defence  of  Montreal,  and  thofe 
detachments  which  were  fent  into  different  parts  of  the 
province,  in  order  to  encourage  and  perfuade  the  inhabi- 
tants to  join  him. 

It  would  probably  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  expedition,  if  neither  of  the  commanders  had 
approached  the  town  of  Qnebcc  till  joined  by  the  other,  as 
much  depended  on  the  ettcft  of  their  ftrft  appearance  be- 
fore the  place.  Colonel  Arnold,  however,  in  (lead  of  wait- 
ing for  his  fuperior,  pulhed  on  directly  to  the  capital, 
which  he  found  in  a  very  diltrafted  (ituation.  An  univer-  fituaTim  of 
fal  divifion  and  difcontenc  reigned  among  the  inhabitants,  Quebec  ou 
owing  to  the  oppofition  of  the  Britifh  merchants  and  Arnold's 
others  to  the  Quebec  afl.  The  petitions  on  this  fiibjefit  JJ^^^'^* 
had  been  greatly  refented  by  their  own  government  \  and 
fo  far  did  they  appear  to  hav'e  been  fufpeft«d,  that  their 
application  for  leave  to  embody  themfelres  as  a  militia  for 
ihe  defeacc  of  Moutrqal  had  not  even  met  with  ^ny  an*  . 
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CHAP.  fwer.    With  regard  to  the  French  inhabitants,  the-  cafe 

Xll.     was  dill  worfe ;  they  were  univarfalljr  known  to  waver, 

{,^"V\J  and  fome  to  be  fo  much  difaffeded,  that  no  confidence 

i77i-     whatever  could  be  put  in  them  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

The  whole  force,  therefore,  confifted  of  the  handful  of 

new  raifed  emigrants,  who  had  retreated  from  Sorel  un« 

der  colonel  Maclean,  feme  marines  which  the  governor 

had  fent  for  to  Bofton,  and  the  militia  which  had    been 

embodied  by  the  lieutenant-governor. 

In  this  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  colonel  Arnold  with, 
his  party  fuddenly  appeared  at  Point  Levi  oppofue  to  the 
city,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  intervention  of  the  river, 
would  probably  have  reduced  it,  notwithftanding  the 
foiallnefs  of  the  force  he  had  with  him.  But  though  he 
was  fpeediiy  fupplied  with  boats  for  the  purpofe  of  croff- 
ing  it,  and  found  means  to  elude  ihc  vigilance  of  the 
ihips  of  war  ftationtd  there,  the  moment  of  opportunity 
wail  lofl )  the  divided  citizens  quickly  united  in  the  com- 
mon caufe ;  the  failors  landed  from  the  fhips  to  manage 
the  guns  of  the  batteries  ;  and  Arnold,  with  his  handful 
of  men,  became  the  obje£l  of  contempt,  inftead  of  terror. 
After  an  unavailing  parade,  therefore,  he  found  himfelf 
utterly  unable  to  attempt  any  thing,  and  was  obliged  to 
content  himfejf  with  cutting  off  the  i'upplies  of  provifions 
as  much  as  pofTible  from  the  city,  until  his  force  fhould  be 
augmented  by  that  under  general  Montgomery. 

By  reafon  of  the  difiicuUies  attending  a  winter  march, 
dcfc^t°d"^*  through  the  firfl  fnows  in  Canada,  it  was  the  5th  of  De^ 
and  tlieir    ccmbcr  before  the  American  commander  reached  the  place 
general       of  his  dcftination  :  arid  before  that  time  general  Carleton 
|^''''^»        had  made  fuch  preparations  as  rendered  every  profped  of 
fuccefs  precarious,  if  not  defperate.  Montgomery  in  vain 
threatened,  and  made  a  boaft  of  his  ftrcngth.  The  Britifh 
commander  well  knew  th;:^t  this  parade  was  intended  only 
to  cover  his  real  weaknefs,  and  that,  unkfs  by  furprife,  he 
had  not  the  leaft  chance  of  fucceeding.  That  no  means  of 
intimidating  the  enemy,  however,  might  be  left  untried, 
the   American  general  opened,  two  fmall  batteries,  one 
from  five  mortars,  and  the  other  from  fix  cannon,  againft 
the  place ;  but  his  artillery  being  two  fmall  and  the  fe- 
verities  of  the  fealpn  increaling  in  futh   a  manner,  that 
human  nature  fecaitU  11a  longer  able  to  refill  themj  he 
determined  at  lafl   to  put  ail  to   the  iflue  of  a  general 
•    aiTmlt.  Butv.  hiid  he  was  niciking  the  neceilary  prepara- 
tions fcr  this  cnurprife,  lutdiigeiice  of  the  dcfign  ib.  faid 
to  have  been  conveyed  to  the  gariilou  by  fomc  dtfertersj 
fo  that,  pcrcvivin^  by  tlie  piotions  of  the  enemy,  that  they 
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wcfc  taking  proper  meafures  to  fniftrate  his  defign,  heCH  AP. 
was  obliged  to  alter  his  mode  of  proceeding.  On  the  3  ift  X[I. 
December  1775,  he  made  the  arduous  attempt  under  LXVV^ 
cover  of  a  violent  ftorm  offnow.  The  American  army,  ^77^- 
fcarce  equal  in  number  to  thofe  they  were  aboutf  to  attack,  ^"'  ^*" 
was  divided  into  four  bodies,  of  which  two  were  dire£ted 
to  make  falfe  attacks  on  the  upper  town,  while  two  real 
ones,  by  Montgomery  and  Arnold,  were  made  on  the  low- 
er town.  Though  by  fome  miftake  the  iigaal  for  engaging 
was  made,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed  before  Montgomery 
with  his  party  could  reach  the  town,  they  neverthelcfs 
pafled  the  iirlt  barrier,  and  advanced  boldly  to  attack  the 
fecond^  which  was  much  ftronger.  A  violent  difcharge  of 
grape^fhot  from  feveral  cannon,  together  with  a  welUdi- 
Tt&ed  fire  of  mufquetry,  here  put  an  end  to  the  life  and 
hopes  of  this  ettterprifing  officer.  Mofl  of  the  officers,  and 
odiers  near  their  general,  were  kille#on  the  fpot,  which  • 
fo  intimidated  the  officer  (a  Mr.  Campbell)  on  which  the 
command  now  devolved,  that  he  retired  without  making 
any  farther  effort.  In  the  mean  time,  Arnold  with  his 
party  had  made  a  furious  attack  upon  another  part  of  the 
town,  and  carried  a  fmall  battery  after  an  hour's  engage- 
ment. Their  commander}  having  his  leg  (battered,  was 
carried  off.  His  officers,  however,  carried  on  the  attack 
with  great  vigour,  until  at  laft  the  garrifon  having  driven 
off  the  enemy  in  every  other  quarter,  and  direfting  their 
whole  force  againfl  thia  fmall  body,  entirely  furrounded 
theoQ,  and  prevented  eivery  poffibility  of  efcape.  >  Even  in 
thefe  defperate  circumflances,  they  did  not  yield  till  after 
they  had  continued  th«  fight  for  three  hours  longer,  dur- 
ing  which  time  their  numbers  were  greatly  reduced,  and| 
convinced  that  fome  misfortune  muft  have  befallen 
their  friends,  they  furrcndered  themfelves  prifoners 
of  wj^r.  On  this  occafion,  the  humanity  of  general  Carle- 
ton  was  more  confpicuous  than  in  the  affair  of  Ethan 
Allan,  as  the  prifoners  were  well  treated,  and  the  dead 
body  of  their  general  buried  with  ail  the  honours  due  to 
his  rank  as  an  officer,  and  his  character  as  a  private  gen* 
tleman. 

la  this  unfortunate  attack,  the  provincials  loft  not  lefg 
than  half  their  number,  as  Arnjld  in  his  letter  to  the 
congrefs  flated  the  remainder  only  at  feven  hundred* 
Thefe  immediately  quitted  their  camp,'  and  retired  to  the 
diftance  of  a  few  miles  from  the  city,  where  they  ftrength- 
ened  themfelve>  in  the  belt  manner  they  could,  being  ap- 
prehenfive  of  an  attack  from  the. garrifon.  As  there  were 
few  regular:  troops  in  the  place,  however,  general  Carle* 
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CHAP,  ton  tlicl  not  choofe  to  venture  any  attempt  of  this  kind,  ti§ 
XII-  well  knowing  the  rcfolution  of  his  adverfarres,  and  that 
V-  -v-*  ^  any  misfertune  would  ft  ill  endanger  the  lofs  of  the  pTCK 
i?Tj.  vince.  Arnold^  indeed,  in  his  prefent  fittiation,  difcovered 
an  amazing  vijjour  of  mind,  as  well  as  perfeverance  in  his 
cnterprife.  Though  the  fcverity  of  the  winter  Was  faf 
beyond  any  thing  they  had  hitherto  experienced,  the  fnoW 
laying  four  feet  deep  on  a  level,  he  made  a  (liift  not  only 
to  keep  his  troops  together,  but  to  render  ihem  fortnidsL^ 
ble.  An  exprefs  was  difpatched  to  genetal  Wooftcr,  yrh6 
was  at  Montreal,  to  come  with  a  reihforcenfteftt,  and 
aiTume  the  command  ;  but  as  this  could  not  be  inftantly 
done,  he  bore  op,  with  the  fmall  force  he  had,  againft  the 
difficulties  which  furroundcd  him,  and  by  obftruding  thd 
fupplies  of  provifions  and  other  ncceflaries  into  the  town  j 
rendered  its  fituation  ftill  precarious;  fhoufd  any  confider-* 
able  rcinforcement^rrive  in  time  to  his  little  army. 

While  thefe  tranfaftions  was  going  forward  in  the  nor-* 

©ovcrncr    them  colonies,  the  flames  of  difcord  were  gradually  in- 

dri"oi  out  ^'^^ving  thofc  to  the  fouthward.  A  long  courfe  of  alter-' 

ofvir-        cation  had  fubfiftcd  between  the  people  of  Virginia  and 

xioia.  their  governor,  lord  Dun  more.  The  aflembly  had  bccit 

diffolved,  and  his  lordftiip  had  refufed  to  call  a  new  one* 

Hence  a  plaufiblc  reafon  was  afforded  to  the  people  £01* 

aflembling  a  provincial  congrefs,  where,  by  virtue  of  ari 

old  law  of  1738,  they  took   meafures  for  arraying  the 

militia  ;  and,  to  remedy  the  defefts  of  this,  they  rccom-* 

mended  to  each  country  to  raife  a  volunteer  company  fotf 

the  better  defence  and  proteftion  of  the  province* 

Such  a  fufpicious  proceeding  juftly  alarmed  the  gover- 
nor, fo  that,  towards  the  end  of  April  1775,  ^^  catifed 
the  grepttft  part  of  the  powder  belonging  to  the  colony 
at  "VVilliamfburg  to  be  removed  from  the  magazine,  and 
conveyed  aboard  a  man  of  war  by  a  detachment  of  naa-^ 
lines  fcnt  for  that  purpofe.  Though  this  was  executed  in 
the  night,  and  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  poffible^  intelli* 
gence  of  it  was  received  by  the  tolvn*s  people  in  the 
morning.  A  violent  commotion  cnfucd,  much  greater  in* 
indeed  than  the  occafion  feemed  to  require^  as  the  quan- 
titiy  of  powder  removed  amounted  to  no  mote  than  fif- 
teen half  barrels  cf  fifty  poundp  each*  Btfides  this,  how- 
ever, fome  muikets  had  been  deprived  of  their  locks  5  but 
thefe  were  too  few  in  number  to  an/wer  any  eflential  pur- 
pofe. Six  half  barrels  of  powder  had  been  left  behind ^ 
and  a  quantity  cf  old  arms  and  common  trading  guns 
were  not  m*eiJdled  with.  The  people  nevenhelefs  aflbm* 
bkd  in  arms»  and  demanded  the  reftitution  of  ihe  pow- 
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4er;  liut,  on  the  governor's  rffligning  his  reafons  for  itsCHAP*^ 
femoval,  and  pTPomifing  that  it  (hould  be  returned  when-     XII. 
ever  there  appeared  the  lead  occafidn,  thejr  fuffercd  then*-  v^/^v-s^ 
fclves  to  be  perfuadcd  by  their  magiftrates  to  retire*  ,^7^^; 

On  this  occafion,  the  governor  and  people  feem  to  have 
!>een  exafperated  againft  each  other  beyond  dYiy  hopes  of 
reconciliation.  The  former  refented  rn  the  higheft  degree 
their  having  affembled  in  arms,  ySrith  an  evident  defign  to 
oppofe  his  authority;  and  they,  on  the  otTier  hand,  never  * 
forgot  fotnc  threats  be  had  ufed  m  his  anger,  of  fetting  up 
the  royal  (tandardy  giving  liberty  to  the  flaves,  and  arm- 
ing them  againft  theit  maftertf.  Public  meetings  were 
held  in  feveral  coutities;  in  aH  of  which  the  meafure  of 
feizing  the  gun-powdef  became  the  fubjeff  of  difcufSon 
and  condemnation.  Nof  were  mere  declaf  ations  univerfally 
fatisfaftory.  A  confiderable  numbfer.of  the  principal  peo- 
ple in  the  counties  of  Hanover,  and  others  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, affembled  under  ar mis,  afnd  marched  to  Wii- 
Kamfburg,  \^ilh  ari  avowed  defigri  both  of  forcing  the* 
governor  to  make  reftitutiort  of  the  powder,  and  taking 
eiffeftual  nfeafures  for  prefervin'g  the  public  treafury. 
When'  they  had  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  the  city, 
however,  a  negodation  v^as  entered  into  with  the  magif- 
trates, by  which  it  was  finaHy  fettled,  that  the  reeeiver- 
genera-1  (hould  giVe  fecurity  for  paying  the  value  of  the 
gun-pov^der,  and  that,  upon  the  inhabitants'  engaging  for 
the  future  cfFeftually  to  guard  both  the  tfeafury  andma- 
gazine,  the  infurgents  fh'ould  retutn  to'  their  habitations. 
Notwithftanding  rtiis  apparent  reconciliation,  it  ap- 
fvears  that  an  inveterate  refcntment  had  taken  place  be- 
tween both  parties.  The  governor  immediately  fent  his 
family  aboard  the  Fbwey  man  of  war,  and  fortified  his 
palace  as  if  expieSing  an  attack.  A  procfemation  was 
puMiflied,  in  which  the  m^grftrares  were  charged  with 
Ireafon  and  rebellion,  in  extorting  fecurity  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  gun- powder;  the  commotions  were  attribu- 
fed  to  dii&ffe£tion  in  the  people,  and  a  deCrc  of  changing 
Ae  government.  This  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  general 
difcontent.  Public  meetings  were  held,  in  which  the  con- 
duel  of  the  infurgents  was  vindicated  and  applauded, and 
the  moft  violent  refolutions  pafled  of  indemnifying  them 
from  all  fufFerfng  on  that  account.  The'  charge  of  dif- 
affeftiott  was  defiied,  and  that  of  changing  the  govern- 
ment retorted.  They  infifted,  that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  preferve  their  ancient  conftitution ;  that  they  only 
oppofed  innovations,  and  all  difturbances  fprurig  from 
the  govcrnorif^ndttfl:. 
Vol.  V*  U2 


d36  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CH  AP*  About  this  time,  the  diicoyery  of  fome  letters  betwist 
XIL      the  governor  and  Britifli  miniftry,  had  an  cffeft  fomewhat 

.^•YNJ  fimilar  to  thofe  of  governor  Hutchinfon  at  Boflon.  They 

niS'      werefaid  to  contain  unfair,  unjuftj  and  partial  rcprefenw 

tations  of  the  colony  in  general,  a«  well  as  of  particular 

fa£ts.  All  confidence  was  loft  oa  both  fijJes.  Falfe  reports 

w^rc  circulated  and  believed  by  every  body.  The  gover- 

^  nor,  however,  in  che  midft  of  this  general  commotion  and 

i^^  f  %'  diftruft,  furprifed  the  people^  by  fuddenly  calling  an  aflem- 
bly»  The  great  motive  for  this  meafure  appear^  to  be  an 
expediation  of  their  compliance  with  the  terms  of  lord 
North's  conciliatory  plan.  In  his  fpeech,  therefore,  iie 
ufed  his  utmoft  addrefs  to  carry  this  favourite  point ;  and 
the  arguments  he  made  ufe  of  might  pof&bly  have  had 
fome  weight  at  another  time  ;  but  at  prefent,  the  minds 
^  of  all  were  top  much  inflamed  to  pay  any  legard  to  them. 
The  carrying  away  the  powder  was  not  yet  forgot ;  and 
fome  fubfequent  meafures  had  tended  to  augment  the  dif- 
content  on  that  account.  Thefc,  indeed,  appear  to  have 
been  highly  unworthy  the  dignity  of  the  fiipreme  magiC- 
trate.  Spring-guns  had  been  placed  in  the  magaeine, 
without  any  warning  [^iven,  and  had  wounded  fome  peo- 
ple in  attempting  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  arms  from 
thence  during  the  late  commotions.  A  committee  appoint 
ted  by  the  aflembly  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  maga- 
zine, foiind  the  greateft  part  of  the  gun* powder  buried  tn 
the  yard,,  and  damaged  by  rain.  The  mulkets  w;ere  now 
alfo  firft  difcovered  to  have  been  deprived  of  their  locks, 
and  the  magazine  it&lf  naked  and  deficient  in  every  ref- 
pe£l*  Befbre'his  l«rd(hip,  however,  could  be  made  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  fentiments  of  the  aflembly  on  thefe  or 
any  other  fubj^dis,  he  fuddenly  left  his  palace  at  night, 
and  went  on  hoard  the  Fowey  man  of  war.  The  reafons 

June  8.  for  this  extraordinary,  and,  to  appearance,  pufillanimous 
piece  of  conduA,  were  given  in  a  paper  left  behind  hiin» 
to  be  delivered  to  the  houfe  of  BurgeflTes.  In  this  he  ac- 
quainted them,  that  he  had  thought  it  prudent  to  retire 
to  a  place  of  faff  ty,  as  both  himfd£  and  his  family  were 
in  conftant  danger  of  falling  facrifices  to  the  blind  and 
unmeafurable  fury  of  the  people ;  but  that  buAnefs  might 
receive  as  little  interruption  as  pof&ble,  he  would  render 
the  communication  between  the  houfe  and  himfelf  aseafy 

I  ^nd  fafe  as  he  could ;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  more 

proper  for  them  to  fend  fome  of  their  members  to  him^ 
as  occafion  might  require,  than  to  have  the  trouble  o£ 
moving  the  whole  houfe  to  a  nearer  place.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  promifed  to  attend,  as  ufufal,  to  the  duties  of  his 
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office,  and  to  ufc  his  utmoft  endeavours  in  conciliating  CHAP* 
the  differences  which  had  taken  place.  XH. 

This  produced  a  correfpondence  betwixt  the  houfe  of  C^/VV^ 
Burgefles  and  the  governor,  which,  after  mutual  accu(a-  *775-. 
ttonsj  terminated  in  a  final  rcqueft  of  the  former,  That 
hislordlhip  would  either  meet  them  at  Williamfbuig,on  a 
certain  day,  to  pafs  fuch  bills  as  he  thought  proper,  or 
grant  i  commiffion  to  pafs  them.  To  this  the  governor 
replied.  That  the  well-grounded  caufc  he  had  to  think 
faimfelf  in  perfonal  danger  at  Williamfburg  increafcd 
daily:  He  could  not,  therefore,  comply  with  their  rcqueft 
of  coming  afliore,  btt  wo^Id  be  ready  to  receive  the  houfe 
at  his  prcfentTcfidence  on  board  the  Fowcy  man  of  war, 
lllis  anfwer  was  voted  a  high  breach  of  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  houfe;  That,  from  the  unreafonablc 
delays  in  their  proceedings,  occafioned  by  the  condudi  of 
the  governor,  and  the  evafive  anfwcrs  given  to  their  ad- 
drefles,  they  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  a  dangerous  attack 
was  qieditated  againft  the  unhappy  people  of  that  colony^ 
and  it  was  therefore  their  opinion,  that  they  thould  pro- 
vide for  the  prefervation  of  their  prdpcrty,  with  the  reft 
of  their  ineftimable  rights  and  privileges.  Having  then 
made  ilrong  profeffions  of  loyalty  to  the  king,  as  well  ^s 
friend  (hip  to  the  mother  country,  they  diflqlved  them- 
felves ;  and  their  place  was  foon  fupplied  by  a  convention  v^i^  ^^ 
of  delegates^  who,  for  the  time,  poieiTed  an  untimited 
power  over  the  affairs  of  the  province. 

The  firft  a£t  of  this  affembly  wasio  give  orders  for  the 
.  raifing  an  armed  force,  providing  means  for  its  fupport, 
and  putting  the  cfolony  in  the  beft  ftate  of  defence  they 
could.  A  manifefto  was  next  publifhed  in  juftification  of 
the  fteps  they  had  taken,  concluding,  as  ufual,  with  (Irong 
profeffions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance,  and  of  theijr-  deter- 
mination to  fubmat  to  every  extremity  rather  than  part 
with  tlieir  rights ;  though  at  the  fame  time  they  faith- 
fully promifed  to  diffoand  fuch  forces  as  they  had  railed 
far  the  defence  of  the  colony,  as  foon  as  the  dangers 
which  threatened  them  were  removed,  and  America  reC- 
tored  to  its  former  ftate  of  tranquility  and  happincfs. 

.Though  lord  Dunmore  had  thus  abandoned  his  govern-  Dunmore 
ment,  he  feemcd  ftill  to  have  an  inclination  to  command,  adb  in  aa 
or  at  leaft  fight  with  the  people  of  his  province.    Being  Hoftile 
accordingly  joined  by  thofe  friends  of  government,  who  ^aina'the 
had  rendered  them  felves /too  obnoxious  to  the  people  to  virginians,^ 
continue  with  fafety  in  the  country,  as  well  as  by  a  num- 
ber of  runaway  negroes,  and  fupported  by  the  frigates  of 
war  which  were  on  that  ftation,  he  endeavoured  to  eftab<i 
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CHAP,  lifli  fuch  a  marine  foyce,  as  would  enable  him,  by  meari# 
XII.      of  the  rivers  which  render  mod  part  of  the  country  a&- 

^.^^-mt^  ceflible  by  water,  to  be  always  at  hand,  and  ready  to  takie 
1775-  any  opportunity  that, offered  of  annoying  the  people  of  the 
<:olony.  The  utmoft  force  he  could  coljed,  however,  wa^^ 
never  able  to  efFeftuate  any  purpofe  befides  that  of  depre- 
dation 5  and,  .of  confequence,  could  ;anfwer  no  6ther  end 
than  to  exafperaxe  the  colonics  againft  hjim.  Some  degree 
,of  this,  indeed,  they  bore  with  patience,  as  they  knew  if 
was  neceflary  that  the  governor  and  .thofe  who  were  with 
him  {hould  be  fupplied  with  provifions  ;  .but  thefe  were 
foon  followed  by  afls  of  greater  hoftility,  in  ,one  of  which 
his  lo'rdflup  deftroycd  a  number  of  iron  cannon,  and  carr 
yied  off  others, *which  he  imaginedto.be  provided  for  th^ 
purpofes  of  rebellion,  though  the  Virginians  aflerted  thajt 
they  were  fliip-gunsj. 

In  return  for  this  injury^  a  detachment  of  the  newly 
raifed  forces  was  fent  to  proteft  the  coafts,  and  a  mif- 
chievous,  thoygh  ineffeftual  war  enfued,  in  which  every 
neceffary,  water  not  excepted,  was  p^rchafed  by  .the  go*- 

jp»a.  aj.  yernment  party  at  the  price  of  blood.  One  of  hjs  lordfhip's 
principal  attempts  was  againft  the  town  of  Hampton,  a 
x:orifidcrable  and  iniportant  fea-port.  This  town,  it  feems^ 
];iad  been  condemned  to  the  j^ames ;  but  the  inhabitants 
Jxaving  conceived  fome  fufpicion  of  the  deCgn,  pr^vented^ 
far  one  day,  the  approach  .of  tlie  (hips  of  war,  by  finking 
boats  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and  putting  other 
obftacles  in  ihcir  way.  Jn  the  night  time,  a  paflage  was 
cut  through  the  boats,  large  enough  t6  allow  the  arnied 
{hips  to  pafs,  and  a  furious  cannonade  againft  the  town 
began  next  morning ;  but  at  this  critical  period,  a  detach- 
ment of  rifle  and  minute  men  having  marched  all  night 
from  Williamft)urg,  opportunely  arrived;  and,  being  join- 
ed by  the  inhabitants,  fo  annoyed  the  iliips^  by  repeated 
'  .difcharges  of  their  fmall  arms,  thatxhey  were  obliged  tp 

make  a  precipitate  retreat  with  the  lofs  of  a  tender,  whicl^ 
was  taken,  and  foipie  men  killed. 

U  XiOrd  Dunmore  now  ifTued  a  procjam2,tion,  in  which  he 

fet  forth,  that  as  civil  law  was  infufficicnt  to  prevent  an4 
punifh  treafon,  martial  law  fhould  hence  forth  take  place 
throughout  the  colony;:  he,  at  the  fame  time,  required 
all  perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  repair  to  his  ma- 
Tcfty's  ftandard,  and  declared  the  negroes  and  indented 
lervants  free,  provided  they  inftantly  enlifted  themfelves 
under  his  banner.,  Though  this  meafure,  which  had  been 
Jong  expeftedj  produced  lefs  efFefl:  than  it  would  havfi 
4QUe^.had  it  been  fuddenly  put  in  execution,  and  thou^Jji 


r^ 
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at  was  every  where  received  with  horror,  it  produced  an  CH  AP» 
iadduion  of  feveral  hundreds  to  the  force  now  polIc;jr.d  i^y  XIL 
his  lord  (hip ;  fo  that  he  began  to  entertain  hopes  of  being  s-/^^X> 
able  to  reduce  the  whole  province,  by  means  of  «i  force  -^77J« 
raifed  ,\vithin  itfelf.  But,  Mobile  he  pleafcd  hirafelf  with 
.this  expectation,  inteiligcnce  was  received,  that  a  party  of 
provincials  were  marching  with  the  utmoft  expedition 
againd  ,the  new-raifed  forces,  which  determined  lord  . 
Dunmore  to  take  pofTeffion  of  a  poll  called  Great-Bridge, 
lying  fonje  miles  from  Norfolk,  and  which  was  a  pafs  of 
great  confequcnce,  being  the  only  way  by  which  they 
.could  approach  that  town,  the  inhabitants  of  )vhich  were 
generally  well  afFefted  to  government.  -  Here  he  con- 
ilrufted  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk  fide,  which  he  furnifhed 
.with  artillery,  and  put  in  as  good  pofture  of  defence  as 
the  time  would  admit.  It  ^ocs  not  appear,  however,  that 
his  force  was  at  all  confiderable,  either  as  to  the  number 
,or  quality  of  the  troops.  He  had,  indeed,  about  two  hun- 
.dred  regulars,  including  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th  regi- 
,ment,  and  a  body  called  the  Norfolk  volunteers  ;  the  reft 
were  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites.'  The  enemy 
greatly  fuperior  in  number,  were  alfo  fortified  writhin  lefs 
.than  a  cannon  fhot  of  Dunmore's  forces,  having  a  narrow 
caufeway  in  their  front ;  fo  that  both  parties  were  pretty 
well  fecured  from  a  furprife-  Having  continued  in  this 
ftate  for  fome  days,  captain  Fordycc  was  difpatched,  on 
Aepth  of  Pecember,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  to  Dec.  9- 
force  the  intrenchments  of  the  provincials.  This  rafli  at- 
tempt, it  was  faid,  had  been  occafioned  by  falfe  intelligence 
from  a  pretei^dcd  defer ter;  and,  as  the  captain's  force  wa? 
.totally  inadequate  to  the  enterprife,  his  party  was  entirely 
ilefeated  ;  he  himfelf,  with  feveral  officers,  and  a  number 
of  coaimon  foldiers,  being  killed  on  the  fpot,  many  others 
•taken,  and  not  one  efcaping  without  a  wound. 

After  this  difafter,  his  lordfliip  thought  proper  to  return 
,on  board  the  (liips  with  his  people,  who  were  now  con- 
iiderably  increafed  in  number,  as  many  of  the  wcll-afF^c- 
ted,  or  Toriesy  as  they  were  called  by  the  Americans,  were 
now  obliged  to  feejc  the  fame  afylum,  whither  they  alio 
carridd  fuch  of  their  efFecls  as  could  mod  eafily  be  broughs 
off.  This  additional  number,  however,  inilead  of  for- 
warding his  lordfhip's  operation,  proved  exceedingly  de-  ^ 
trimental  to  them.  The  vefl'vi^is  were  crowded  by  thofe 
who  could  not  affifl:  even  in  navigating  them  ;  and  dif- 
:€afe8,  the  certain  confequence  of  confinement,  began  to 
jtake  place  among  the  unl^appy  wretches  thus  cooped  up. 
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CHAP,  The  provincials  now  took  poflcflion  of  Norfolk,  and  the 

Xll.  fif  et  removed  to  a  greater  diftance, 
i^y^YSJ  In  the  midft  of  thefe  difturbanccs,  which  gave  ample 
1775.  fcope  for  the  genius  of  fuch  adventurers  as  wifti  to  profit 
Con*  diva  ^V  ^l^^  deftruftion  of  mankind^  one  Connelly,  a  native  of 
gainftiiic'Pennfylvania,  projefted  a  fcheme  for  the  fubjeftion  of 
colonics  d€- his  countrymen,  by  the  inhuman  means  of  fetting  the  In» 
ieaud.  Jjans  againft  them.  The  plan  was  communicated  to  lord 
Dunmore ;  and  Connelly,  with  great  labour  and  difEcultyi 
having  found  means  to  coniilude  a  treaty  with  the  Ohio 
Indians,  returned  co  his  lordfliip,  by  whom  he  was  fent  to 
Softon^  with4)roper  recommendations  to  General  Gage. 
Here  he  was  invciled  with  a  commifTion  to  aft  as  colonel- 
commandant,  with  afTurances  of  fupport  and  affiftance, 
at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner  appointed  ;  and  here  the 
plan  was  fully  explained  and  fettled.  The  purport  of  it 
was,  that  Connelly  (hould  return  to  the  country  from 
whence  he  had  come  j  where  hefhould  excite  the  Indians, 
in  conjunftion  with  the  loyalifts,  to  fall  upon  the  back 
parts  of  Virginia.  The  garrifons  of  Fort  Detroit,  apd 
others  in  thatremot<^  country,  were  to  co-operate  with 
him  as  far  as  poflfible,  to  fupply  his  troops  with  their  ar* 
tillery  and  ammunition  ;  and  fome  affiftance  was  expec- 
ted from  the  neareft^  parts  of  Canada.  Connelly  hinifelf 
was  to  grant  all  the  commiffions  to  the  officers^  and  to 
have  the  fupreme  direSion  in  eve^y  thing  relative  to  the 
new*raifed  forces.  As  foon  as  they  were  in  ^  proper-con- 
dftion  for  the  entcrprife,  he  was  to  penetrate  through 
Virginia  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  meet  lord  Dunmore,  in 
the  month  of  April,  near  the  town  of  Alexandria,  on  the 
river  Potowmar.  His  lordfliip  was  to  bring  with  him  a 
fufficient  naval  force  5  fo  that  by  their  joint  operation,  the 
communication  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  colo- 
nies might  be  efFeftually  cut  off,  and  Virginia,  in  all  pro- 
bability, reduced  to  fubje£tion. 

'This  plan,  fo  precarious  in  its  nature,  as  depending  on 
the  fucccfs  of  a  fingle  man  paffing  unfufpeded  from  al- 
moft  one  end  of  Britifli  Atnerica  to  the  other,  was  fruf- 
trated  by  that  accident,  which  of  all  others,  might  have 
been  moft  cafily  fufpcfled.  Connelly  was  met  on  the  road 
by  fome  perfon  of  his  acquaintance,  by  whom,^  as  he 
could  not  with  fufficient  perfpicuity  anfwer  the  common 
queftions  afked  of  each  other  by  travellers^  he  waa  in- 
formed on,  and  brought  before  the  committee  of  the  pro- 
vincial congrefs  of  Maryland.  Here  his  papers  were 
(eized  ;  among  which  were  found  the  general  fcheme  of 
the  defign,  a  letter  from  lord  Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Jn* 
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inn  chiefs,  with  fuch  other  authentic  vouchers.,  as  left  CH  AP; 
not  the  leaft  room  for  doubt  on  the  one  part,  or  excufe      XI f. 
on  the  other.  The  papers  were  publifhed  by  order  of  the  '—    t~    ' 
Congrefs,  and  Connelly,  with  two  of  his  aflbciatcs,  who      '^^i' 
were  taken  along  with  him,  fent  to  prifon. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  on  board  the  fleet  began 
to  fufFer  greatly  by  want  of  proviiions,  which  could  no 
longer  be  obtained  from  Norfolk,  as  the  proyinciai  party  ^ 
aow  prevailed  there.  The  royaliils,  who  had  not  indeed 
ttfcd  their  own  power  with  great  moderation,  now  began 
to  feel  the  vengeance  of  their  adverfaries  ;  and  the  pro- 
vincial troops,  ftationed  along  the  coaft,  had  the  cruelty 
to  amufe  th'emfelves  with  (hooting  at  the  people  of  thofe 
(hips  which  approached  neareft  the  fliore.  This  .could 
not  fail  to  produee  the  utmofl:  refentment ;  and,  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Liverpool  man  of  war,  Iheafures  were  ta- 
ken to  infli/S  a  proper  chaftifement.  Thty  were  now 
fimj)ly  aOced,  whether  they  would  fupply  his  Majefty's 
fliips  with  provifions  ?  which  being  anfwcred  ip  the  ne- 
gative, the  inhabitants  were  warned  to  remove  from  the 
place  with  their  eflfecls,  as  a  refolution  was  taken  to 
deftroy  it.  The  firft  day  of  the  year  1 776,  was  pitched  J*o.  t. 
upon  for  this  fervice  ;  a  violent  cannonade  from  the  Li-  ^ 

▼erpool,  two  Hoops  of  war,  and  the  governor's^  armed 
fcip,  called  the  Dunmore,  demoliftied  that  part  neareft 
the  water ;  and  fomc  houfes  being  fet  fire  to  by  a  body 
of  failors  and  marines,  who  landed  for  that  purpofe,  the 
whole  was  foon  involved  in  one  general  deftru£lion.    As 
the  governor  had  removed  the  printing-prefs  and  types,  Dunmore 
together  with  two  fervants,  employed  in  printing  for  one  ^^^J^j^^o^ 
Hole  in  Norfolk,  he  was  now  enabled  to  publifh  printed  type  "and* 
accounts  of  his  own  tranfa&ions  in  a  true  and  impartial  prcfs.&c. 
manner,  which  he  complained  was  not  done  before.     In 
one  of  his  gazettes,  the  rebels  themfelves  were  charged  j'^'^^^^j 
with  completing  the  deftruflion  of  Norfolk ;  it  having   *  '^^^^  ' 
been  intended,  on  the  part  of  the  governor,  only  to  def- 
troy the  lower  part,  from  whence  the  (hipping  were  an- 
noyed by  the  fire  of  the  troops.     Be  this  as  it  will,  the 
property  deilroyed  on  this  occailon  was  faid  not  to  be  left 
than  300,0001.  fterling.  The  rent  of  the  houfes  amounted 
to  io,QOoL  annually*  /  . 

However  neceffary  or  juft  the  deftru£kion  of  this  place 
might  have  been,  nothing  could  have  contributed  more  i^^ 

to  render  government  univerfally  odious*  through  the 
colony.  The  provincials,  that  they  ndght  the  more  ef- 
feaually  cut  off  any  profped  of  fiipply  from  the  fliips  j 
and,  perhaps,  alfo  to  punifli  cbe  (^po&te  party,  burned 
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CHAP,  and  deftroyed  all  the  houfes  and  phntations  within  rcacfc 
Xll.     of  the  water,  obliging  the  people  to  renf>ovc  farther  upr 
^  " '~ V" '  the  country  with  their  cattle,  provifions,  and  fuch  ^effcds^ 
^775»     fls  they  could  carry.     Ijord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet  of 
I'/f  r  bl     fug^^^ves,  continued  to  hover  about  thecoailsand  rivers 
end  of        of  Virginia  fof  a  great  part  of  the  year  ^776;  but  every 
ihcic  V  ho  place  being  at  laft  ftriftly  guarded,  fo  that  no  rcfrefh- 
ivl^ioid  ^^  ""^"^5  whatever  could  be  had,  thofe  unhappy  people  who' 
li'ip.     "      had  put  themfelves  under  his  proteGten,  began  to  expc- 
pericnce  diftrefles  which  could  no  longer  be  borne.-     The 
heat  of  ihc  climate  increafcd  thofe  difcafcs  which  Con- 
finement had  already  begun  3  and  the  filth  of  the  veffelr 
in  which  they  were  inclofcdy  produced  at  laft  that  dread- 
ful diftemper  known  by  the  name  of  t\\t  jail  fever j'  hj 
^vhich  great  havoc  was  made,  efpecially  among  the  ne- 
groes, TC'ho  were  almoft  entirely  cut  off  by  it.-    After  va^ 
rious  difagrceable  adventures,  feveral  veflcls  were  at  hiffi 
forced  on  (hore  by  a  gale  of  wind,  where  rhe  unliapp]^'fu- 
gitives  fgl  into  the  handd  of  their  enraged  counttymen.r 
The  remainder,  driven  from  place  to  place,  and  from 
iiland  to  illand,  by  the  Virginians,  were  i-n  danget  of  pe- 
ti(hing  entirelvywhen  the  governor,  in  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  1776,  determined  to  burn  the  frtialler  and  leaff 
Ap^'ufV.   valuable  part  of  the  veflels,  afid  to  fend  the  rettiainder, 
confifting  of  between  forty  andf  fifty,  ^ith  the  exiles,  to 
feek  a  retreat  in  Florida,  Bermudas,  and  the  Weft-In- 
dles. 

Thus  ended  the  hopes  entertained  of  fuppreflrng  the 
American  rebellion  in  Virginia,  by  means  of  the  ne^ 
groes  ;  a  meafure  which  produced  the  moft  violent  re- 
fentment  on  the  part  of  the  colonifts,  without  addii^gany 
thing  to  the  ftrength  of  the  royal  caufe  5  for,  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Great-Bridge,  the  only  fcrvite  in  t^hich 
they  were  employed,  the  negroes  are  faid  to  have  done 
more  hurt  to  their  own  party  than  to  the  enemy.  As  for 
the  unhappy  creatures  themfelves,  they  are  faid  to  have 
periflied  almoft  to  a  man. 

In  the  other  fouthern  Colonies,  matters  alfo  eame  to 

t^ fiich  extremities,  that  the  eovernors  were  expelled  by  the 

»jf  both  people  of  their  provinces,  ^ith  this  mark  of  difgrace  at- 
CaroliiiEs  tending  their  conduct,  that  they  vvefe  chafged  with  ex- 
uu?^"  citingyor  attempting  to  excite,  the  Indians  or  negroes  to 
murder  thofe  whom  they  could  not  reduce  to  oltedicnce 
by  the  force,  which  tht  mother  country  had  entrUfted  iiV 
their  hands.  In  South  Carolina,  lord  William  Campbell 
was  faid  to  have  entered  into  fome  negociations  with  the 
Indiana  for  the  fupport  of  government,  as  well  as  with 
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ttate  banditti  called  Rgguhitors^  in  th€  back  fettlements ;  CHAP* 
but  before  niatters  were  ripe  for  execution,  a  difcovery      XII. 
was  niadci  which  rendered  it  ncceflary  for  his  lordfliip  to  ^  ' » ■■"■^ 
irctirc  from  Charleftown^  on  board  a  man  of  war  in  the     ^n^* 
iirer^  from  whence  he  never  returned  any  more  to  his 
government,     In  the  niean  time,  Mr.  Drayton,  the  judge 
of  the  fnperior  coort^  atld  one  of  the  mod  popular  leaders 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  inarched  with  a  confidcrablc 
foFce  againit  the  Regulators ;  with  whom,  however,  he 
found  nieaos  to  conclude  a   treaty,  by  which,   though 
tiiey  couki  not  be  prevailed  upon  to   arm  thcinfelvcs 
againii  Britain^  they  engaged  not  to  inipede  or  coiura- 
veacj  by  word  or  a£kion>  fuch  proceedings  as  (houid  b  i 
adopted  and  purfued  by  the  province  in  general ;  nor  to 
give  any  inforniatiooj  aid,  or  afliilance,  to  fuch  firitifh 
troops  as  fhoiild  at  any  time  arrive  in  it.     In  other  re^ 
jpcfts,  they  were  to  be  entirely  at  liberty  to  enjoy  a  free 
ueutrality,  and  to  fufFer  ho  moleilation  on  accoiinc  of 
their  not  taking  an  a£iive  part  ia  the  cohtefti     ^ 

In  North-Carolina,  governor  Martin  exerted  himfelf 
with  more  a£tivity;  but  with  as  little  fiiccefs  as  lord  Wil- 
liam CampbelL  .  After  a  long  warfare  with  the  provin- 
bial  ooflgrefs  and  its  committees^  he  was  declared  an  ehe-^ 
my  to  America  in  general^  to  the  colony  he  governed  in 
particular  ;  and  all  perfons  were  forbid  to  hold  any  com* 
munication  with  him.  The  charges  alleged  agaihfl  him 
werei  that  he  had  fomented  a  civil  war,  and  endeatourcd 
b  excite  ati  infurrecliort  among  the  negroes..  To  thefe 
he  replied  by  a  loxig  proclamation,  which  by  tlie  provin- 
cial CQiigrcfs  was  declared  a  falfe^  fcanddlous,  fciirrilous, 
inaliciousi  and  feditious  libel,  and  ordered  to  be  butnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  cbmni^a  hangman*  As  the  governor^ 
luxvrever,  exped^ed,  by  means  of  the  back  fettlers,  as  well 
^  of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and  Highland  emigrants^ 
who  were  numerous  in  the  pravince^  to  be  able  to  raifc  a 
iconfiderable  force,  he  took  great  pains  to  fortify  his  pa-a 
laccj  that  he  might  thus  be  enabled  to  make  it  anfwer  the 
double  purpofe  of  a  garrifoil  and  magazine.  But,  before 
this  could  be  accomplilhed,  the  mdving  of  fome  cannori 
occafioned  fuch  a  ferment  among  the  people^  that  he 
found  it  neceflary  to  abandon  the  palace,  and  take  rcfiige 
tea  board  a  iloop  of  war  in  Caps  Fear  river.  On 
his  departure^  the  people  found  butied  in  the  palace 
yard  and  garden^  a  quantity  ot  .  powder,  ball,  and 
Vi  ious  other  military  llores  and  implements,  which 
ii  imed  them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  inftantly 
p  :ded  to  fettle  tlie  governnaent  of  the  province 
V.  I  2 
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CHAP,  on   a  plan   of  their  own,    as  had    already  been  done. 
XII.     by  the  reft  of   the  colonies.      An  addrcfs  was  made 
^-*"-'/— "^  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great-Britain  and  Irehndy  in  the 
1776.      ufual  ftilc,  and  with  the  ufual  profeffions  of  loyalty   and 
affeftion,  to  which  it  will  be  almoft  needlefs  to  add,  that 
no  regard  was  paid, 
of  the  "         All  this  time  the  troops  in  Bofton  continued  to  expe- 
troops  and  ricncc  great  hard  (hips   from  the  clofc  blockade  of  the 
inhabitants  American  army,  while  their  generals  feemed  inclined  to 
o     o  on,  y^ygngg  thefe  misfortunes  on  the  miferablc  inhabitants, 
oaobcr      In  the  beginning  of  Oftober,  1775,  general  Gage  hav- 
ing returned  to  England,  the  command  of  the  army  at  - 
Bofton  derolred  on  general  Howe,  who  foon  after  iflued 
a  proclamation,  condemning  to  military  execution,  fuch 
of  the  inhabitants  as   Ihould  be   taken  in  attempting  to 
make  their  efcapc  from  the  town  without  liccnfe  j  or,  if 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  off  with  their  livesy  they 
were  yet  to  undergo  the  puniftiment  of  traitors,  by  hav- 
ing their  efFe£ls  forfeited.  By  another  edift,  fuch  •  as  ob- 
tained   permiflTion  to  gOy  were  reftrained  from   carrying 
?.ny  money  with  them  beyond  a  fmall  fpccified  fum.    He 
alfo  enjoined  the  figning  of  an  afibciationy  by  "which  the 
•remaining  inhabitants  offered  thcmfeives  for  the  defence 
of  the  town  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  he  approved  o^  were 
10  be  armed,  formed  into  companies,   and  inftrufted  in 
military  exercifes  and  difcipline,  the  remainder  being  ob- 
liged to  pay  their  quotas  in  money  towards  the  common 
defence. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that,  in  order  to  fupply 
the  troops  at  Bofton  with  provifions,  it  had  been  found 
iieceflary  to  carry  on  a  kind  of  predatory  war,  fimilar  to 
that  already  defcribed  in  Viripnia.  In  the  courfe  of 
thefe  hoftilities,  the  town  of  Falmouth,  ifiTMafTachufetts- 
Bay,  having  given  fome  offence  relative  to  the  loading  of 
a  maft-ftiip,  was  condemned  to  the  jBames.  The  officer,, 
(a  captain  Mowatt)  employed  on  this  occadon^  is  faid  to 
have  produced  orders  for  burning  all  the  towns  on  the 
'  coaft  between  Bofton   and  Halifax*    However>  he  gave 

the  people  two  hours  to  remove  their  families  from  the 
danger,  which,  under  pretence  of  a  negociation  for  de- 
livering up  their  arms,  was  lengthened  till  next  morning  ; 
during  which  time  they  had  removed  the  greateft  part  of 
f.  g  their  effefts.  About  nine  in  the  morning,  on  their  refu- 
fal  to  deliver  up  their  arms,  a  violent  difcharge  of  cannon 
and  mortars  took  place.  Above  three  thoufand  ftiot,  be- 
fides  bombs  and  carcaffes,  were  thrown  into  the  town, 
by  which  the  principal  part  of  it,  lying  next  the  water. 
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and  confiiling  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  dwelUng-houfes,  CHAP. 
and  two  hundred  and  fevcnty-eight  warehoufes,  together      XII. 
with  the  church,  a  new  handfomc  court-houfc,  the  old  ^— '-^>r*-^ 
town-houfe,  and  public  library,  were  reduced  to  aflies.     .*77i- 
About  one  hundred  of  the  word  houfes,  favoured  by 
their  fituation  and  diftance,  efcaped  without  damage.  In 
return  for  this  injury,  ihc  afiembly  of  Maflachufetts-Bay 
paflTed  an  aft,  of  date  November  13th,   1775,  granting    Nov. 13: 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  and  eilabliOiing  courts  of 
admiralty,   for  the  trial  and  condemnation   of  BritiCh 
fhips.     At  this  time,  however,   they  declared  their  in- 
tention to  be  only  to  defend  thecoafts  and  navigation  of 
America,  extending  the  power  of  capture  no  farther  than 
to  fuch  veflels  as  brought  fupplies  to  the  royal  army. 

Notwithftanding  all  this  determined  (hew  of  reiiftance, 
the  Americans  v/ere  at  prefent  exceedingly  embarrafled. 
The  limited  time,  during  which  the  foldiers  in  the  army 
before  Bofton  had  engaged  themfelves,  was  nearly  ex- 
pired. It  was  neceffary,  therefore,  tliat  proper  meafures 
ihould  be  taken,  to  prevent  them  from  difbanding  them- 
felves ;  and  a  •  committee  of  congrcfs,  confiiling  of  its 
moft  refpeftable  members,  was  fent  to  the  camp  before 
Bofton,  in  order  to  confult  witli  general  Wafliington  on 
the  fubjeft.  Little  difficulty,  however,  occurred  at  pre- 
fent. The  general  military  rage  produced  a  new  enlift- 
ment  of  the  whole  army  for  another  year.  The  grcatcft 
difficulty  was,  how  to  procure  a  fuificient  fupply  of  gun- 
powder ;  for,  though  the  utmoft  diligence  was  ufed  to 
procure  faltpecre,  and  manufadlure  it  into  gun-powder  in 
different  parts  of  the  colonies  themfelves,  the  procefs  was 
neceflarily  flow  and  tedious,  and  the  profpeft  of  affillancc 
from  that  quarter  too  diftant  to  affiard  relief  in  the  prefent 
emergency,  ^s  to  ihi  procuring  this  neceffiiry  material 
from  foreign  ftates,  they  had  not  yet  opened  a  commerce 
with  them,  nor  taken  the  meafures  which  afterwards  af- 
forded them  fuch  a  plentiful  fupply.  The*  fcarcity  of 
powder  on  the  part  of  the  provincials,  indeed,  is  faid  to 
have  been  fo  great,  that,  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
the  troops  had  not  a  fingle  (hot  left ;  and,  at  another 
time,  before  Bofton,  fo  totally  were  they  dellitute  of  this 
indifpenfible  requifite,  that,  had  they  been  attacked  by  any 
force  whatever,  theymuft  have  been  put  to  flight  from 
mere  inability  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Nothing, 
however,  was  left  undone  to  fupply  this  ruinous  defed^. 
Among  other  temporary  expedients,  they  had  contrive 
to  purchafe,  without  notice  or,  fufpicion,  all  the  powder 
pn  tbe  coaft  of  Africa,  and  plundered  the  magazine  ^f 
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CHAP.  Bermuda  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  barrels,  carried  o<l^ 
XII.      as  was  pretended,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabh 
y^^^sr^^j  tants. 

1775.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifti  miniftry,  apprehenfivc  of 

"^r^'!?^'  ^^^  confcqucnccs  of  thofe  diftreffes  to  wliich  the  troops; 
nJd  for*  "  ^^  Bofton  v/tTt  rcduced,  fpared  neither  coft  nor  pains  to 
Boll-  n.iU  relieve  them.  As  the  want  of  frefli  provifions  was  one 
"V^^^  ^-^'  of  their  principal  grievances,  and  had  caufed  much  Cck- 
Uoyed,  ""^  amongll  them,  it  was  one  of  the  mam  objedts 
"  of    government  to  remedy  that  evil.      For    this  pur- 

pofe,  vaft  numbers  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  were  (hip- 
ped for  Bodon.  It  is  faid,  that  no  fewer  than  five 
thoufand  oxen,  fourteen  thoufand  of  the  largeft  and 
fatteft  iheep,  with  a  vaft  number  of  hogs,  were  pur- 
chafed  and  lent  out  alive.  Incredible  quantities  of  vege- 
tables were  alfo  bought  up,  and  cured  by  new  methods. 
Ten  thoufand  butts  of  ftrong  beer  were  fupplied  by  two 
brewers.  Five  thoufand  chaldrons  of  coals  were  pur- 
chafed  in  the  river,  and  (hipped  off  for  Bofton ;  and  even 
the  article  of  faggots  was  fent  from  London.  The  im- 
menfe  cxpenfe  of  maintaining  armies  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  home,  was  now,  for  the  firft  time,  experimentally 
felt.  Some  eftimate  of  the  whole  may  be  formed  from 
that  of  the  trifling  articles  of  vegetables,  cafks,  and  vine- 
gar, which  amounted  to  little  Jcfs  than  22,0001.  and  the 
iarticles  of  hay,  oats,  and  beans,  for  a  fingle  regiment  of 
light  cavalry,  to  nearly  as  much  more.  Befides  all  this 
enormous  expenfc,  and  the  charge  of  flour,  corn,  and 
%  falted  provifions,  near  half  a  million  of  money  was  ex- 
pended in  the  purchafe  of  Spanifh  and  Portugal  coin  for 
the  exir.^ordinary  and  contingent  articles  in  various 
branches  of  the  military  operations.  The  expenfe  in 
every  article  was  fwelled  to  the  iflmoft.  Even  the  article 
of  tonnage,  from  the  multitude  of  tranfports  ufed,  was 
augmented  to  one-fourth  above  its  ufual  rate. 

It  was  not  without  reafon  fuppofed,  that  by  fuch  un- 
bounded fupplies,  the  troops  would  be  reftorcd  to  health 
and  fpirits,  and  the  general  complaint  filenced,  that  had 
for  fome  time  prevailed,  concerning  the  bad  and  un- 
wholefome  quality  of  the  provifions  with  which  they  had 
teen  fupplied.  Things  turned  out,  bowever,  in  a  man- 
ner directly  bppofite  to  every  expeftation  of  this  kind.— 
The  transports  were  not  in  rcadinefs  to  fail  before  the 
arrival  cf  that  fcafon  of  the  year  which  rendered  their 
voyage  almoft  iniprafticable.  At  laft,  after  every  caufe  of 
fielay  in  fitting  cut  had  been  furmounted,  the  veflels  were 
llctained  for  a  long  time  on  the  coafts  of  Britain,  or  tof- 
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fed  about  by  contrary  winds  in  the  channel,  umil  the  CHAP^ 
greater  part  of  their  live  (lock,  particularly  the  fliecp,  pc-      XII. 
rifhed  ;  (o  that  the  fea  was  every  where   ftrewed  with  w  -y—  ■  i 
their  Hoating  carcaHes.     Nor  was  the  condition  of  the      '77,5- 
tranfports  much  mended  when  they  got  clear  of  the  cqafts 
of  Britain.  They  were  peculiarly  unfortunate  as  to  winds 
and  weather  in  the  mid-feaB  ;  and  as  they  approached  the 
place  of  their  deftination,  the  American  periodical  winds 
blew  fuii  in  their  teeth,  and  drove  them  ofF  the  coafts. 
Several  of  them  were  blown  to  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
where  they  arrived  in  great  diftrefs ;  others  were  entan- 
gled with  the  American  coafts,  where  they  weref  either 
taken  at  fea,  or  in  the  harbours  and  creeks  where  they  pwt 
in  for  (helter.     A  few  arrived  at  Bofton,  after  having 
been  beat  about  in  ftormy  feas  for  three  or  four  months, 
with  their  cargoes  almoft  entirely  fpoiled,  the  vegetables 
over-fermented  and  perifhed,  and  only  a  very  incianfide- 
KiWc  portion  of  the  refrefl\ments,  purchafed  at  fo  vaft  an 
expenfe,  were  of  any  fervice  to  the  troops. 

The  difafters  that-  attended  the  Bofton  tranfports,  MUfor. 
feemed  alfo  to  have  waited  on  the  Newfoundland  fiihcry  ^"n^^^^of 
for  the  year  177  J-  It  had  not,  indeed,  promifcd,  in  any  jj,^nd!and 
degree,  to  anfwer  the  fanguine  cxpeftations  of  miniftry,  fiaicw. 
with  rcfp^ft  to  its  cafy  tranflation  from  America  to  Bri- 
tain. For,  though  there  was  probably  fome  fmalf  increafe 
in  the  number  of  ftiips  both  from  England  and  Ireland, 
they  were  by  no  means  able  to  fupply  the  deficiency  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  late  law,  even  fuppofing  that  no  new  ob- 
flacles  had  occurred.  But  the  American  retaliation,  by 
cutting  off  all  fupplies  of  provifions  from  the  fliips  em- 
ployed in  the  fiihery,  threw  every  thing  ir>to  diforder,  as 
we  have  already  mentioned  ;  fo  that  by  fending  off  a  num- 
ber of  (hips  to  Ireland  for  provifions,  fuch  a  negleft  was 
ncceffarily  occafioned  in  the  fiftiery,  that  the  value  of  more 
than  half  a  million  fterling  of  the  ufual  prpduce  was  left 
in  the  bowels  of  the  deep.  A  dreadful  tempeft,  which 
difcharged  itfelf  chiefly  on  the  (hores  of  Newfoundland, 
contributed  to  render  abortive  the  fuccefs  of  thofe  who 
remained.  The  fca  is  faid  to  have  rifen,  almoft  inftanta- 
neonlly,  thirty  feet  above  its  level.  Upwards /)f  feven 
hundred  boats,  with  a  number  of  fliips,  with  all  on  board, 
pcriihed  in  the  ocean,  while  the  waves  furpaffmg  their 
ufual  bounds  fo  far,  overwhelmed  every  thing  with  a  ra- 
pid and  unavoidable  deftru6tion.  The  ftiores  prcfented  a 
ihockin^  fpcftacle  for  forne  time  after,  and  the  fifliing 
nets  were  hauled  up  loaded  with  dead  bodies.  Thefe 
^ifaftcrs  were,  by  feme  of  the  parti zans  of  tlie  American 
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CHAP,  caufc,  afcribed  to  the  immediate  vengeance  of  tlie  Deity 

XII.      on  the  bppofite  party. 
{,y"Y\J      The  accumulated  misfortunes  of  the  Britifli,  as*  they 

J77^»  gave  new  life  and  fpirits  to  the  colonifts,  could  not  but  add 
greatly  to  the  diftrefles  of  the  troops  at  Bofton.  They  had 
the  mortification  to  fee  a  number  of  tlie  tranfports,  loaded 
•with  thofe  necefiaries  of  which  they  were  fo  much  in 
want,  taken  in  the  very  entrance  of  the  harbour,  whilft, 
from  various  circumftances,  the  fhips  of  war  were  preven- 
ted from  afibrdingf  them  any  relief.  The  lofs  of  moft  of 
the  coal-fhips,  which  either  perifhcd  in  the  ocean^  or 
were  taken,  affe£led  them  moft  feverely,  as  fuel  could  not 
be  procured,  though  the  climate  rendered  it  altogether 
indifpenfible ;  however,  this  was  in  fome  meafure  re- 
medied by  the  deftruftion  of  houfes. 

With  regard  to  provifions,  matters  were  not  in  a  much 
better  fjtuation.  tven  fait  provifions  at  laft  grew  fcarce, 
and  it  was  feared  the  military  (lores  would  fail.  The  at- 
tempts to  procure  them  had  not  been  attended  with  any 
fuccefs.  Some  vefiels  fent  to  Barbadoes  had,  indeed j  ob- 
tained, thrpugh  the  intertft  of  the  governor,  before  the 
matter  was  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo  moderate  that  it 
would  not  at  other  times  have  been  taken  notice  of  more 
than  any  common  occurrence  in  trade  ;  but  being  now 
cut  ofFfrom  their  ufual  refources,  and  having,  as  they  faid, 
a  famine  ftaring  them  in  the  face,  with  eighty  thoufand 
blacks,  and  twenty  thoufand  whites  to  feed,  the  meafure 
of  parting  with  any  provifions  was  deemed  fo  dangerous, 
that  it  occafioned  a  direft  addrefs  from  the  aflem.bly  to 
the  king,  including,  along  with  the  detail  of  their 
own  melancholy  fituation,  great  complaints  of  thecon- 
duct  of  their  governor.  A  detachment  of  marines,  in  an 
armed  (liip,  with  feme  tranfports,  were  fent  to  Savannah 
in  Gcorgisi,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  rice  and  other  pro- 
^vifions.  They  were  oppofcd,  however,  and  thtir  landing 
prevented  by  the  militia  of  the  province.  The  difpute  ter- 
minated in  an  engagement,  in  which  feveral  werts  killed 
on  both  fides ;  and  fcvcn  loaded  veiTels,  whofe  cargoes 
would  have  been  highly  ufcful  at  Bollon,  were  deCgn.edly 
burnt  hy  the  provir.cials  during  the  confliift. 

Such  was  the  calamitous  (late  of  the  troops  confined 
in  the  town  of  Bc^on.  Thofe  at  Bunker's  Hill  were  ftill 
worfe,  being  obliged  to  lie  in  tents  during  the  whole  win- 
ter, expofcd  to  the  almofl  intolerably  piercing  fnows  and 
winds  of  the  country,  which,  wich  the  firift  duty  requir- 
♦  ed,  on  rxcount  of  ihz  neighbourhood  and  llrength  of  the 
enemy,  rendered,  that  ferv ice  exceedingly  fevere  both  Xo 
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officers  and  foldicrs.    On  the  other  hand,  the  provincial  CHAP, 
army  was  well  covered,  and  fupplied  with  every  neceflary     XII. 

in  their  lines.  It  was  projedled  by  their  leaders,  not  only  ^-    v ' 

to  recover  the  town,  but  to  deftroy  the  whole  British  fleet  *7:5- 
in  the  harbour,  as  foon  as  the  frofts,  which  ufually  fet  in 
about  Chrillmas,  fhould  render  the  intervening  creeks 
paffable.  la  this,  however,  they  were  difappointed  ;  for 
the  weather ,  though  abundantly  fcvere  to  fuch  as  were 
expofed  to  its  fury,  proved  yet  infufficient  to  freezs  the 
creeks  as  ufual;  though  it  is  probable,  that  the  expefta- 
tioa  of  this  event  kept  the  provincials  more  quiet  than 
they  othervvife  would  hive  been.  Tneir  privateers  were 
ncverthelefs  at  this  time  extremely  ad^ive  and  fuccefsful. 
Though  as  yet  extremely  poor  and  contemptible,  being  iii 
general  little  better  than  whale  boats,  tliey  were  become 
very  numerous,  and  made  a  multitude  of  prizes.  Among 
thefe  was  an  ordnance  fhip  from  Woolwich,  which  be-  \ 

ing  feparated  from  her  convoy,  and  of  no  force  herfelf, 
was  tiken  by  a  fmall  privateer.  This  was  an  acquifition  of 
the  utmoft  importance'  to  the  American  army,  as  the 
vcflel  contained  a  large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and  am- 
munition, with  abundance  of  all  forts  of  tools,  &c.  necef- 
fary  for  camps  and  artillery,  befides  feveral  fine  pieces  of 
brafs  cannon,  and  a  mortar  on  a  new  conftruftion.  The 
whole  value  of  the  veflel  was  computed  at  50,000!.  and 
its  lofs  occafioned  confiderable  difcontent  in  Enpjland. 

The  news  of  the  king's  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the 
parliament  in  November,  1775,  with  the  entire  rejection      - 
of  another  petition  of  congrefs,  inflamed  the  provincial  cuatca  bv-" 
army  ^t  Bofton  with  the  utmoft  rage.  The  fpeech  was  the  kin^'s- 
publicly  burnt  j  and,  on  this  occaiion,  they  are  faid  to  ^^"^^^  *• 
have  changed  the  ground  of  their  colours,  from  a  pbiii 
red,  to  a  flag  with  thirteen  ftripes,  ufcd  as  an  emblem  of 
the  uiiion   of  the  colonies.  The  news   of  feline  further 
coercive  a£bs  of  parliament   determined   congrefs  to  a£H^ 
with  more  vigour  than   formerly  5  and  directions  v/cr(f^ 
fenc  to  general  Wafhington,  to  bring  matters  at  Bollon  ' 
to  as  fpeedy  a  dccifion  as  pofTule.  Tlie  tranquillity  which 
had  reigned  for  fome  time,  was  therefore  fuddenly  dif- 
turbed  by  the  opening  of  a  battery  near  the  water- fide,  at 
a  place  called  Fhipps^s  Farm  on  the   2d  ofMirch,  1776.  M^rdv  2, 
A  fevere  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  this  battery,      ^77'^' 
did  confiderable  mifchief  for  this  and  two  or  tliree  fuj- 
ceeding  days.  But,  while  the  attention  of  the  army  was 
drawn  to  this,  they  fuddenly  beheld  a  new  ba.ttery  nvikj 
its  appearance  on  the  morning  of  the  5  th,  of  whi^n  r.^rj 
bad  not  been  the  leall  vclti^^e  the  prccj.lin  j:  ev  z\\\\\z*  T.iU 
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CHAP,  was  fituated  on  the  heights  of  Dorchefter-Polat,  and  cori- 
XII.      filled  of  mortars  and    t\renty-four  pound  cannon  ;   bf 

\.y^y^Kj  which  the  fituation  of  the  troops  was  novir  rendered  verV 
1776.  critical ;  and,  as  it  was  evident  that  new  works  would 
fpeedify  be  conftru£lcd  on  fome  of  the  neighbouring 
heights,  there  appeared  to  be  no  fmali  danger  of  having 
even  their  retreat  cut  ofFj  Qiould  fuch  a  meafure  be  found 
neceiTary. 

The  Britilli  general,  perceiving  the  danger  he  was  in,* 
ordered  five  regiments,  with  the  light  infantry  and  gre- 
nadiers, to  be  ready  for  embarkation,  with  a  view  to  ftorm 
the  new  works ;  but  his  deCgn  was  fruftrated,  by  a  vio- 
lent ilorm  which  came  en  that  evening;  and,  next  day, 
the  attempt  was  judged  to  be  defperate,  by  reafon  of  a 
new  work,  much  itronger  than  any  of  the  former,  which 
had  been  thrown  up  during  the  interval.  There  was  now 
no  other  meafure  practicable  than  that  of  abandoning  the 
town,  and  even  this  could  not  be  done  without  great  diffi-^' 
cuhy  and  diinger.  The  provincials,  however^  did  not; 
during  ten  driys,  which  were  occupied  in  the  embarka- 
tion, o  Jcr  to  give  th&  lead  moleftation,  nor  even  to  har- 
tafs  tlie  rear  of  the  royal  troops.  It  was  generally  believ- 
ed, that  fome  kind  of  agreement  had  been  entered  into 
betwixt  the  American  and  BritiQi  generals,  by  which  the 
latter  confented  to  fpare  the  town,  on  condition  that  the 
troops  were  fufFered,  to  pafs  out  of  it  without  moleftation. 
This,  indeed  was  pofitively  denied  by  the  miniltry  j  but,' 
in  proof  of  it,  combuftibles  were  faid  to  have  been  laid 
in  feadinefs  for  firing  the  town,  and  the  feleft  men 
were  permitted  to  go  out  and  hold  a  conference  with  ge- 
neral Wafhington  on  the  fubjeft. 

On  this  occafion,  fifteen  hundred  of  the  inhabitants^ 
whofe  attachment  to  the  BritiHi  caufe  rendered  it  dange- 
i-ours  for  them  to  ftay,  were  taken  on  board  the  fhipSj  with 
their  families  and  effeds.  The  ofHccrs  had  alfo  purchafed 
furniture  which  they  could  net  leave  behind  ;  and  ihc 
Cck  and  wouuiied,  with  the  women  and  children,  who' 
naturally  required  more  care  than  the  others,  added  to 
the  general  embarraffment ;  fo  that  though  otie  hundred 
and  fifty  vefTels  were  employed,  and  ten  days,  as  .we  have 
feen,  allowed  for  the  embarkation,  many  things  were  ne- 
(ceiTarily  left  behind.  Among  thefe  were  the  cannon  at 
33unker'3  Hill  and  Bofton  Neck,  with  a  cohfiderable 
quantity  of  other  artillery  and  military  ftores.  Some  mor- 
tars and  pieces  of  cannon  were  thrown  into  the  water, 
but  afterwards  weighed  up  by  the  town's  people.  The 
fleet  proceeded  to  Halifax  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  which  the 
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Voyage  was  more  favourable  than  could  have  been  expec-  CHAP, 
ted  at  that  time  of  the  year.    Several  (hips  of  war  were      XII. 
left  behind  ill  order  to  protefl:  the  fhips  which  fhould  {^/^V\J 
arrive  from  England  f  and  the  fortifications  of  Caille      1776. 
William  were  blown  lip,  left  the  Americans  (hould,  by 
their  means,  lock  up  the  men  of  war  in  the  harbour^  and 
jfcrider  any  future  attempt  bn  the  town,  b^  fea;  totally 
imprafticable.      . 

On  the  17th  of  March,*  while  the  rear  of  the  royal  ^^^^i^J^  • 
army  was  embarking,  general  WaQiington  marched  into 
the  town  of  Bofton  with  all  the  parade  of  viftory.  Being 
apprchenfive,  however,  that  general  Howe  might  make, 
fome  attempt  on  New- York,  he  that  very  day  fent  off 
Tome  regiments  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  The  eftates 
and  ciFe£b  of  thofe  who  had  emigrated  along  with  the 
Brltilh  general  were  confifcated,  and  the  fame  puniQiment 
was  inflifted  on  fome  Idyalifts  who  had  ftaid  behind,  and 
were  brought  to  i  trial  as  enemies  to  their  couritry.  By 
the  remaining  Inhabitants,  who  no\V  tecoVered  their  for- 
mer eftates,  general  Waftiington  was  received  with  ever^ 
poffible  mark  of  gratitude  and  refpe£l  as  their  deliverer; 
and  he  receired  the  public  thanks  of  the  affembly  of  the 
province.  The  greateft  diligence  was  ufed  in  repairing 
and  fortifying  the  town  and  harbour,  in  order  to  render 
it  fecure  againlt  any  future  attempts ;  and  fuch  was  the 
general  attachment  to  this  fervice,  that  the  inhabitants, 
without  exception,  dedicated  two  days  in  thfc  week  to  it* 
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CHAPTER     XilL 


^Jatrs  in  Britain Rist  at  Liverpool^ — Another  peti'^ 

tion  of  Congrefs  reje5led Negociations  for  engaging 

foreign  troops^-^-^Mr.  Sayer^s  trial Parliament^-^"^ 

Change  of   miniftry Mr.    Penrfs   examination 

hand-tax  raifed       -Mr.  Burke* s  conciliatory  plan  ^-^^ 
Prohibitory  bill  pajfed — --^Lord  MansfielSs  fpeech 

Militia  and  indemnity  bills Nova  Scotia  petition  ■ 

Supply Duke  of   Graftoifs    conciliatory   motion 

Scotch  militia  bill Lord  Mayor* s  Motion A  million 

granted. 


THE  ill  fuccefs  which  ha4  attended  the  Britifli  af- CHAP. 
fairs,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1775,  had  by     XIII. 
no  means  tended  to  compofe  the  animofities  generally  \^  ■y  ^ 
prevailing  on  account  of  the  American  war*    Even  the     1 776. 
miniftry  themfelvcs  dreaded  the  clamours  of  oppofition  ^^*^^.®^K' 
during  the  enfuing  feffion.    The  charges  of  mifinforma-  tainV**  '** 
tion,  ignorance,  and  incapacity,  they  were  fure  would 
not  be  fparingly  applied.  The  queftions  concerning  the 
war  mull  be  particularly  embarraffing,  particularly  with  re- 
gard to  the  delay  of  fending  a  fufficient  number  of  troops 
to  quafh  the  rebellion  at  once.    Ten  thoufand  men^  it 
had  been  aflerted  with  the  utmoft  confidence,  were  abun- 
dantly fufficient  to  reduce  the  whole  continent ;  yet  the  > 
event  had  ftiewn,  that   10,000  of  the  beft  troops  Britain 
could  afford,  were  not  jpnly  utterly  infufficient  to  fu*bdue 
a  fingle  province,  but  could  not  keep  their  ground  in  it. 
By  what  means,  therefore,  were  the  reft  to  be  fubdued  ? 
w,  to  what  purpofe  had  a  continued  courfe  of  threats  and 
provoking  meafures  been  ufed  with  the  colonifts  at  the 
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P  H  A  P,  time  that  Britain  cov^ld  fcarcc  produce  a  force  equal  to  the 
XIII.  tafk  of  fubduing  them,  and  while  even  the  fending  of  this 
\^r\^^sj  force  was  delayed  in  a  moft  finreafonable  manner  ?  The 
X776.  only  method  of  anfwcrjng  thefe  and  other  fimilar  quef- 
tions^  in  a  fatisfadory  manner,  was,  to  carfy  on  the  war 
with  fuch  vigour  as  ihould  utterly  overwhelm  the  rebel- 
lious Amcpcans ;  and,  by  t:he  brilliancy  of  its  fuccefs, 
impoie  filence  on  all  the  oppofers  of  adminidration. 
When  once  the  people  weic  heartily  engaged' in  a  war,  it 
was  fuppofed,  they  ^yould  never  wait  to  animadvert  on 
the  juftice  of  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged,  or; 
even  to  think  at  all  qn  the  fubje£l ;  nor  wo^ild  any  care  be 
taken  about  future  burthens  ox  confcquences  of  any  kind, 
provided  they  were  now  and  then  gratified  with  a(;counts 
of  glorious  vi£iopes  gained  by  the  king's  forces. 
*  '  Befides  the  decided  vi£):ories  which  adminiftration  had 
gained  over  their  opponents  in  the  courfc  of  laft  fcffion  oif 
jparliament,  they  had  alfo  the  fatisfa^ion  to  fee  the  pre- 
diSions  of  the  minority,  concerning  the  dreadful  effefts 
of  the  lofs  of  American  commerce,  come  to  'nothing. 
Many  caufes  had  hitherto  concurred  to  prevent  this  from 
being  very  fenfibly  felt.  The  vaft  remittances  in  corn 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Americans,  during  the  times 
of  fcarcity  in  Britain,  in  diifcharge  of  the  debts  they  owed 
to  people  of  this  country,  with  the  much  larger  fums.  than 
ufual  they  were  enabled  to  pay  from  the  advanced  prices 
of  oil,  tobacco,  &c.  all  together  occafioned  a  prodigious 
influx  of  money.  The  failing  of  the  flota  from  Spain,  pre- 
parations made  by  that  nation  againft  Algiers,  and  thq 
peace  concluded  between  the  Ruffians  and  Turks,  oc- 
cafioned a;i  unufual  demand  for  goods  and  manufaftures 
of  various  forts  from  all  thefe  different  nations,  and  in^ 
ipired  the  people  with  a  vain  notion,  that  inexhauftible 
ifources  of  commerce  were  now  difcovered,  capalale  of 
finally  over-balancing  the  lofs  of  the  American  traffic. 
Even  the  very  war  itfelf,  and  the  fupplying  the  army  with 
neceflaries  at  fuch  a  diftance,  produced  fuch  a  buftle  anti 
circulation  of  ca(h,  as,  for  the  time,^  had  the  appearance 
oi  an  advantageous  commerce  ;  and  the  contraftois  had 
already  enjoyed  fuch  a  fhare  of  the  profits  as  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  excite  their  well-known  avidity,  and  to  exert  cheir 
utmoft  endeavours  for  the  continuance  of  the  war.  On 
the  other  hand,'  the  great  bodies*6f  the  American,  Afri- 
can, and  Weft-India  merchants  and  planters,  had  alrea*; 
dy  too  deeply  experienced  the  fat;a1  effects  of  the  conteft, 
and  with  a  majority  of  the  great  trading  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, ftruggled  hard  to  have  matters  reftored  tQ  their  for* 
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mcr  ftatc ;  but  as  no  other  method  of  rcdrcft  was  open  CHAP. 
except  the  thread-bare  one  ^f  prefenting  petitions,  it  is     XIII. 
not  to  be  fuppofed  they  could  now  prevail  in  the  fmalleft  ^^  -^y-  -4 
degree.  With  refpcft  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  it     i77i. 
is  probable  they  looked  on  with  a  calm  indifference,  in  ex- 
peftanon  that  ^very  thing  muft  yield  to  the  irrefiftible 
power  of  jtheir  country ;  though  in  ji^ftice  it  mud  be 
owned,  that  feme  few  were  from  the  beginning  convinc- 
ed that  the  conqueft  of  America  was  utterly  impracti- 
cable, both  on  account  pf  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  multitude  of  obftacles  which  arofe  from  the  nature  of 
;he  country  itfclf. 

In  fome  places,  however,  the  confequences  of  the  Ameri-  j^j*. 
can  conteft  produced  violent  diforders.  The  inability  of  banceajt 
purchafmg  and  providing  for  negroes  in  the  Weft-India  Uvcrp<M)U 
iflands,  which  the  prefent  difputes  had  occafioned,  to- 
gether with  the  lofs  of  the  American  market  for  flaves, 
and  the  prohibition  of  exporting  arms  and  ammunition, 
had  alrtioft  entirely  deftroyed  the  African  trade.  This 
lofs  was  particularly  felt  in  the  town  of  Liverpool,  which 
had  poflefled  a  much  greater  fhare  of  that  commerce  than 
any  other  in  the  kingdom.  The  Guinea  fliips  were  therc^ 
fore  laid  up,  and  their  crews  thrown  deftitute.  The  num- 
ber of  feamen  thus  out  of  employment,  from  thefc  and 
other  caufes,  were  computed  at  no  lefs  than  3000.  In  ^^g^  j^. 
this  fituation  they  complained  that  the  merchants  had 
made  an  attempt  to  diminiih  their  wages  ;  a  violent  com- 
motion ^nfued  5  the  rigging  of  fome  Chips  was  cut  to 
pieces ;  fome  houfes  affaulted,  and  other  violences  com- 
mitted. After  this  they  difperfed ;  but  fome  of  them  be- 
ing afterwards  apprehended,  and  fent  to  prifon,  the  dif- 
turbances  revived  to  fucli  a  degree,  as  thresifencd  the  total 
deftruftion  of  the  town,  had  not  its  fafety  been  purchafed 
by  the  liberty  pf  thofe  who  were  imprifoned.  The  malcon- 
tents were  now,  however,  fo  much  eriraged  and  intoxica- 
ted with  liquor,  that  no  reafonablc  concefSons  would  be 
accepted.  They  not  only  proceeded  to  deftroy  the  houfes 
of  obnoxious  perfons,  but  made  ftveral  actepipts  to  demo- 
lilHthe  Exchange.  But,  as  this  fchenie  had  been  fbrefeen, 
or  perhaps  intimated  by  themfelves  in  their  drunkennefs, 
it  was  now  barricaded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  impreg- 
nable to  their  attacks.  Some  of  the  afTailants  were  killed 
or  wounded  by  the  fire  of  the  merchants  and  town's  peo- 
ple who  defended  it:  the  infurredlion,  however,  was 
finally  quelled  by  the  arrival  of  a  detachment  of  light- 
horfe,  and  the  caufe  of  it  removed  by  the  employment  of 
fhe  failors  on  hoard  the  king's  fliips. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  recefs  of  parliament,  anotheir 
petition  from  Congrefs  arrived  from  Fennfylyania  with 
Mr.  Penn  the  late  governor,  and  one  of  the  principal  pro- 
prietors of  that  province,  which  he  delivered  to  lord  Dart- 
mouth, in  order  to  be  prefented  to  the  king.    As  it  was 
known  ftill  to  contain  theftrongeft  exprefBons  of  loyalty^ 
and  to  exprefs  the  moft  ardent  wiflies  for  a  reconciliation, 
great  hopes  were  entertained,  not  only  by  the  avowed 
partifans  of  America,  but  alfo  by  the  moderate  in  the 
caufe  of  adminiftration,  that  it  would  be  liftened  to  with 
particular  attention.  However,  they  were  foon  undeceiv- 
ed, as  Mr.  Penn  was  told  three  days  after  delivering  it, 
that  no  anfwer  would  be  returned.  This  (hort  method  of 
proceeding  tended  greatly  to  revive  the  difputes  concern- 
ing the  juftice  of  the  war,  which  the  hoftile  behaviour  of 
the  Americans  had  in  a  great  meafure  laid  afleep.  The 
ill  blood  betwixt  the  two  parties  was  moreover  increafed 
by  the  multitude  of  addrefles  poured  in  from  all  quarters, 
as  the  time  of  the  fitting  down  of  parliament  approached. 
On  this  occafion,  the  Scotch  particularly  diftinguifhed 
themfelves  ;  and,  as  their  refentment,  on  account  of  the 
afpcrfions  thrown  upon  them  by  Mr,  Wilkes,  appear  not  to 
have  been  thoroughly  eradicated,  they  treated  the  leaders 
of  the  prefent  oppofition  in  fuch  a  manner  as  greatly 
irritated  tjie  whole  body  againll  thofc  who  procured  the 
addrefles,  and  thus  weakened  the  caufe  which  they  in- 
tended to  fupport.  In  oppofition  to  thefe  addrefl!cs,  peti- 
tions in  no  fmall  number  likewife  made  their  appearance  ; 
fo  that  it  was  for  fome  time  doubtful  to  which  fide  the 
balance  would  incline ;  though  at  the  meeting  of  pailia- 
ment,  Odlober,  26th  1775,  all  doubts  were  foon  cleared, 
and  it  became  manifeft  that  the  miniilry  had  abated  no- 
thing of  their  former  ardour  for  violent  meafues. 

The  untoward  accidents  of  the  laft  campaign,  the 
misfortunes  at  Newfoundland,  and  a  ftrange  unwillingnefs 
in  all  ranks  of  men  to  engage  in  the  military  fervice,  had 
indeed  call  fome  damp  on  that  fpirit  for  carrying  on  the 
war  which  for  fome  time  had  appeared  fo  ardent ;  but 
the  court  had  refolutely  kept  their  main  objeft  in  view, 
in  fpite  of  every  obftacle.  Several  negociations  for  a  fup- 
ply  of  forces  had  been  opened  in  diflPerent  parts  of  the 
continent ;  though  mere  than  ufual  difficulties  were  now 
found  in  obtaining  fuch  an  aid.  The  greatnefs  of  the  dif- 
tance,  as  well  as  the  doubtful  profpefl:  of  return,  was  very 
terrifying.  The  only  country  in  Europe  open  to  this  traffic 
was  Germany ;  and  even  here,  the  fending  of  the  people 
lb  fuch  an  xmmqnfe  diitauce  might  be  fuppofed  contrary 
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Xb  the  conftitutions  of  the  empire,  and  perhaps  refented  CHAP* 
either  hj  the  £mperor  himfelf  or  fome  of  the  Germanic     XIII. 
body ;  befides  that,  the  voyage  itfelf  muft  appear  terrible  ^XVX^ 
to  the  people  who  were  to  undertake  it,  who  lived  in  an      J  7  75. 
inland  country,  and  fcarcely  knew  the  fea  even  by  report. 
Thefe  difficulties  occafioned  a  negociation  with  the  court    * 
of  Peterfburgh  for  20,000  Ruffians,  which  was  once  faid  ty^^jj^j^^ 
to  have  been  in  confiderable  forwardnefs ;  but  the  ex- 
treme diftancc  of  the  fervice,  the  difficulty  of  recal,  with 
die  little  probability  that  many  of  them  would  ever  return, 
at  laft  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  from  that  quarter. 

A  long  negociation  was  then  carried  on  with  Holland 
for  the  Scots  brigade  in  their  fervice,  and,  for  fome  time, 
no  doubt  was  entertained  of  its  fuccefs.  Great  debates,  oit 
diisoccafion,  took  place  in  the  aflembly  of  the  dates-gene- 
ral, where  the  fimilarity  between  the  prefent  ftruggles  of 
the  Americans,  and  their  own  original  eflForts  againfl:  op- 
i^effion,  was  ftrongly  reprefented ;  and  the  impropriety 
of  a  republic,  whicn  had  herfelf  purchafed  freedom  at 
fttch  a  dear  price,  and  by  fo  long  and  arduous  a  ftruggle» 
interfering  in  any  manner  in  depriving  others  of  their  li- 
berties, was  placed  in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view ;  fo  that 
it  laft  the  propofal  was  totally  rejedked.  Even  that  party 
which  was  mod  attached  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  and 
which  in  Holland  is  generally  mod  prevalent,  now  de- 
clared againd  the  fending  of  troops  to  America.  They  ex- 
claimed againd  a  war  which  tended  to  drive  the  Britlflt 
Cotenies  into  the  proteftion  of  France,  as  ruinous  to  the 
intereds  both  of  Holland  and  England ;  and  edeemed  it 
more  eligible,  by  withholding  the  means  of  it,  to  compel 
the  Britifh  minidry  to  purfue  pacific  meafures.  The  city 
of  Rotterdam,  however,  with  fome  other  towns,  were  an 
exception  to  this  general  fentiment.  In  the  former,  the 
merchants  of  Scotland  have  long  been  edablifhed,  and 
had  a  great  influence  *,  and  as  the  Scots  were  generally 
on  the  miniderial  fide  in  the  prefent  con  ted,  they  were 
thought  to  have  communicated  their  opinions  to  the  ru- 
Ifcrs  of  that  city.* 

Thus  difappointed  in  Ruffia  and  Holland,  the  minif-  Entered 
tty  were  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  Germany.    A  nego-  into  witb 
elation  was  accordingly  opened  with  the  princes  of  Hefie  Bru*fw°^ 
and  Brunfwic,  and  fome  other  dates,  by  which  a  confi- 

*  U  was  remarkable,  that  in  all  the  countries  of  Europe,  in  which 
Pttblic  affairs  were  the  fubjed^  either  of  writing  or  converfation,  the  ge- 
neral voice  was  in  favour  of  the  Americans.    Even  Voltaire  and  Rouf- 
,    leau  agreed  in  this,  though  fcarce  ever  in  any  thing  eUc> 
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CHAP,  dcrabli  number  of  troops  were  obtained^  as  we  Ihall  fee 
Xllt.    afterwards ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  king  thought 
V*  '■»"*■    >  proper  to  fend  five  battalions  of  his  elefloral  troops  to  rc- 
^775«     place  the  like  number  of  Englifh  in  the  garrifons  o{  Gib- 
raltar and   Minorca,  in  order  to  augment  the  force  itt 
America.. 
Mr.  SaycU      At  the  opening  of  the  feffion,  it  was  announced  in  the 
hMi*^^'      gazette,  that  a  Mr.  Saye,  an  American  by  birth,  and  at 
trfafon*      ^^*^  ^*"*^  *  banker  in  London,  had  been  committed  to  the 
tower  by  the  fecretary  of  (late,  on  a  charge  of  high  trea- 
fon.    The  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed  was  no  Icfs 
than  a  defign  of  feizing  his  majefty^s  perfon,  at  noon  davj 
in  his  pafTage  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  conveying  him  a 
prifoner  to  the  tower,  afterwards^uc  of  the  kingdom^ 
and  then  overturning  the  whole  fyftem  of  government  I 
The  only  means  by  which  it  was  pretended  that  he  could 
accomplifli  this  great  purpofe,  was  by  an  inconGderable 
fum  of  monty  difpofcd  in  bribing  a  few  of'the  fergeant^ 
of  the  guard  ;  who  were  alfo  to  dxfpofe  of  part  of  it  iti 
bribing  fome  of  their  men  ;  and  this  handful,  in  the  face 
of  a  great  majority  of  their  fellows  who  ^ere  not  bribed, 
were  tp  execute  their  arduous  talk  of  feizing  the  fove- 
reign  and  the  tower  of  London  at  the  fame  time !    On 
fuch  an  improbable  and  even  ridiculous  charge  was  thh 
V    gentleman  committed  clofc  prifoner  to  the  tower^  on  the 
0^.  23.   23d  of  Oftober,    1775;  after  which,  by  virtue  lof  the 
Habeas  Corpus  aft,  he«was  brought  before  the  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  king's  bench,  to  whom  the  matter  appeared 
in  fuch  a  light,  that  he  not  only  admitted  him  to  bail, 
but  accepted  his  own  fecurity  in  500I.  and  that  of  two 
fureties  in  as  much,  for  his  appearance  in  anfwer  to  the 
charge.  No  profecution,  however,  was  attempted  ;  and, 
the  bail  being  difcharged,  he  fued  lord  Rochford,  the  fe- 
cretary for  illegal  imprifonment.    The  jury  granted  him 
loool.  damages,  though  liable  to  the  future  determiaatioii 
of  a  queftion  of  law. 

But  though  this  plot  turned  out  in  the  ridiculous  man- 

Unjud        ner  jufl:  mentioned,  it  was  lliil  thought  neceilary  to  fill 

char^»^      the  minds  of  the  people  with  fufpicions  of  confpiracies 

members    and   treafonable  correfpondences  with  America.      The 

of  o|ipofi-   moft  diftinguifhed  leaders  of  oppofition,  both  -among  the 

**^*  lords  and  commons,  were  diredliy  pointed  at.  They  were 

charged  with  having'^bcen  the  incendiaries,  who,  by  their 

dark  and  wicked  pradtices,  >  h,ad  kindled  up  the  war.    It 

was  confidently  afierted  in  the  newfpapeis,  that  a  very 

great  number  of  letters  from  the  molt  confidcr^ble  peers . 

and  members  of  parliament  had  been  intcrctptetl,  au4 
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were  d^ualljr  m  the  hands  of  government;  that  theyGHAP* 
Vcrc  to  be  produced  at  t^e  time  of  the  parliament's  fit-    XIIL 
ting  down  ;  and  it  was  even  faid  that  a  number  of  the  ^    ^v-~'i.i^ 
members  of  both  houfes,  who  were  defcribcd   and  un-     ^^775. 
derftood,  woii Id  not  venture  to  abide  the  confequence  of 
attending  their  duty  in  parliamenti 

The  difcoveries  of  treafon,  however,  after  the  meeting 
of  parliament,  ^ere  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expedia^^^*^  j*J!]]2r 
tions  that  had  been  raifed.  The  members  in  oppofition  con-  a^Skiom. 
tinued  to  attend  as  ufual,  and  to  oppofe  the  meafurcs  of 
the  minifter,  who,  on  his  part,  heard  them  with  his  ufual 
indifference.  In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  his  majefty 
complained  of  mifrcprefentations  by  the  leaders  of  fedi* 
tionirt  America,  who,  having  firft  infufed  in£6  the  peo* 
pie's  minds  a  fyflem  of  opinions  contrary  to  their  triie  con-* 
ftitutional  fubordination,  had  at  length  commenced  hof- 
tilities,  and  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of  government. . 
His  majefty  then  Entered  int6  the  difference  between  the 
tiews  of  thofe  leaders  and  thofe  of  tlje  crown  and  parlia* 
Went ;  from  TArhence  the  former  derived  their  prefent 
advantages.  The  latter  meant  rather  to  undeceive  thail 
to  punifli ;  for  whicK  reafon,  only  few  forces  had  beett 
fcnt  ovcf,  and  along  with  them  meafures  tf  a  conciliatory 
nature.  The  Anierican  leaders,  oil  the  other  hand,  had 
no  other  view  than  the  eftablifhment  of  an  independent 
empire.  The  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  nation  however  was  too 
high,  and  its  fefources  too  numerous,  tam«-ly  to  lofe  what 
had  been  acquired  with  fo  much  toil,  nurfed  with  great 
.  tendcrhefs,  and  protected  at  the  expenfe  of  much  blood 
ftnd  tfeafure*  A  full  exertion  of  thcfe  refourCes  was  re- 
quired ;  for  which  reafon  the  navy  had  been  increafed^ 
and  the  land  forces  greatly  augmented.  Foreign  fuccouri 
Were  mentioned,  though  no  treaty  as  yet  had  been  con- 
cluded. The  difpofition  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  at 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  was  fpecified.  At  laft,  aflurances ' 
of  pardon  were  given  as  foon  as  the  deluded  multitude 
fiioiild  return  to  their  duty  ;  and,  to  prevent  any  incon- 
veniencies  which  might  arife  from  the  diftance  betwixt 
the  two  countries,  authority  would  be  given  to  certain 
perfons  on  the  fpot  to  grant  indemnities  in  fuch  manner 
as  they  thought  proper,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of 
any  colony  or  province  that  might  be  difpofed  to  fub- 
mit. 

In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  an  addrefs  was  foon  drawn 
yp,  which,  as  ufual,  adopted  every  meafure  propofed  in 
it.  Long  and  violent  debates  enfued,  in  which  the  minif-* 
*y  were  attended  with  their  ufual  fucccft  j  aud  the  qucf- 

VoL.  V.  La 
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C  H  AP.  tlon  for  the  addrefs  was  carried  by  176  to  72.    On  thii 
XIIL     occafioh  the  minority  infifted,  that  miniftry  had  ruihed 

u.— y— ^  into  a  dcftruftivc  war,  in  fpite  of  the  cleareft  evidence, 
z;75*  repeatedly  laid  before  them,  and  innumerable  wamingi 
which  had  been  given  by  the  gentlemen  in  oppoikion  i 
whofc  predi£lions  had  been  fo  exafUy  verified,  that  they 
looked  rather  like  the  efFeft  of  fome  extraordinary  infpi- 
ration,  than  of  ordinary  rCafoning  fro^m  the  obfcrvatioa 
of  fafts. 

The  introduction  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  into  GIIk 
raltar  and  Minorca  was  deemed  a  meafure  highly  uncon- 
ftitutional ;  and  fo  violent  was  the  oppofition  againft  this 
meafure,   that  the   minifter  found   himfelf  obliged  to 
promife,  that  he  would  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity  fi>r 
thofe  who  had  propofed  it.    As  foon    as  the  addrefs ; 
was  carried,  however,  he  feemed  to  forget  his  promiie^ ! 
till  put  in  mind  of  it  by  oppofition,  and  the  country  gcn-l 
tlemen  who  joined  theni  on  this  occafion.     Sir  Jamet 
IjOwther,one  of  the  fupporters  of  adminiftration,  moved, ' 
^^  that  the  bringing  in  the  Hanoverian  troops  to  any  part 
of  the  Britifii  dominions,  without  the  previous  confcnt 
of  parliament,  is  contrary  to  law."  This  ftruck  fo  direftly 
againft  the  minifter,  thzt  he  had  his  bill  of  indemnity; 
inftantly  made  ready,  and  brought  into  the  houfe  that 

very  morning. After  much  debate,  in  which  every 

(hilt  and  evauon  of  miniftry  was  exhaufted,  the  previous 
queftion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of  203  to  81. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  addrefs  was  no  lefs  vehement*^ 
^ly  oppofed,  and  the  introdu£lion  of  Hanoverian  troops 
reprobated  by  the  minority,  though  the  minifterial  partf 
finally  prevailed.  The  debates  on  this  occafion,  however,  i 
wefe  remarkable  for  the  defeftion  of  general  Conway  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  duke  of  Grafton  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  from  the  fide  of  adminiftration,  which  thcf 
had  hitherto  uniformly  fupported.  The  general  introduced 
his  dcfertion  of  the  caufe  by  reprobating  the  principle, 
that  perfons  holding  places  under  government  muft  impli- 
citly fupport  it  in  all  cafes. whatever.  He  then  cxprcffed 
the  utmoft  abhorrence  of  the  American  war,  which  hi 
called  "  unjuft,  cruel,  and  unneceflary ;  a  mere  butchcr[ 
of  his  fellow  fubjeAs,  and  to  which  he  could  not  in  coa^ 
fcience  affent."  He  declared  in  the  moft  unreferved  tcrinl 
againft  the  right  of  taxation^  and  wiflied  to  fee  the  d( 
claratory  law  repealed,  (though  it  had  been  pafled  und< 
his  own  aufpices,  and  though  on  abftrafi  legal  principlel 
he  thought  it  right,  as  well  as  necefTary  at  the  time,}  rathi 
than  it  Ihould  be  employed  to  colour  defignt  the 
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fisppoBte  to  the  publicly  declared  intentions  of  thofe  who  Cli  AP. 
fupported  it  in  parliament,  and  particularly  fo  to  the  ful-  XIIL 
left  declaration  of  his  own  at  the  time  of  his  moving  it^  ty^/Aj 
Thcdute  of  Grafton,  be  fides  a  decifive  condemnation  of  1775^ 
all  their  adis  for  fome  time  pad  with  refpcft  to  America, 
as  well  as  of  the  meafures  now  held  out  by  the  fpeech, 
declared,  that  he  had  been  deceiyed  and  milled  upon  the 
fubjcA ;  that  by  the  with-holding  of  information,  and  the 
mifrpprcfentation  of  fa£ls,  he  had  been  induced  to  lend 
his  countenance  to  meafures  which  he  never  approved. 
Among  thofe  particularly,  was  that  of  reducing  America 
by  force  of  arms ;  an  idea  the  moft  diftant  from  his  mind 
and  opinion,  but  to  which  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  his 
fiipport,  from  his  total  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  and 
difpofition  of  the  colonies,  and  the  firm  perfuafion  that 
matters  would  never  come  to  an  extremity  of  that  nature  $ 
that  an  appearance  of  coercion  was  all  that  was  requifite 
to  eftablilh  a  reconciliation  3  and  that  the  ftronger  go- 
vernment appeared,  and  the  better  it  was  fupported,  the 
fooner  all  difputes  would  be  amicably  adjufled.  He  de- 
clared, that  nothing  lefs  than  a  total  repeal  of  all  the 
American  laws  that  had  been  pafled  fince  the  year  1 763, 
could  now  reftore  peace  and  happinefs,  or  prevent  the 
moft  deftruflive  and  fatal  confequences:  That  nothing 
could  have  brought  him  out  in  his  prefent  ill  ftate  of 
health,  but  the  fuUeft  conviction  that  he  was  in  the  right ; 
a  knowledge  of  the  critical  Situation  of  his  country,  and 
a  fenfe  of  what  he  owed  to  his  duty  and  confcienee.  He 
concluded  by  a  declaration,  that  though  his  neareft  rela^ 
tions,  or  deareft  friends,  were  to  be  afFefted  by  this  qucf- 
tion ;  or  the  lofs  of  fortune,  or  any  other  thing  he  moft 
valued,  was  to  be  the  confequence  of  his  prefent  conduft  ^ 
yet  the  ftrbng  convidiion  and  compulfion  operating  at  once 
upon  his  mind  and  confcienee,  would  not  permit  him  to 
hedtate  upon  the  part  which  he  fhould  take. 

Thcfe  defeflions  were  not  lefs  ofFenfive  than  alarming 
to  adminiftration.  However,  they  were  not  attended 
with  any  of  thofe  ferious  confequences  which  had  been 
apprehended.  The  general  infatuation  concerning  the 
inexhauftiUle  ftrength  and  refources  of  )3ritain  prevailed, 
and  the  coercive  plan  was  executed  with  as  great  vigour 
as  pofliblc-  The  aflfair  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  was  no 
fooner  difcufled,  than  a  new  militia  bill  was  brought  in  5 
and,  after  the  ufual  oppofition,  carried  by  ^59  to  50. 
The  principal  obje£tiou  to  this  bill  was,  that  it  armed  the 
crown  with  a  prodigious  additional  power,  as  by  it  the 
king  had  a  right  to  draw  out  the  piilitia,  whenever  b^ 
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CHAP,  thought  proper,  in  cafe  of  a  rebellion  in  any  part  of  thf 
miL     empire.  The  ixiilicia-bill  was  followed  by  debates  on  th«' 
i^^^^ry-x^  cftimatcs  for  the  army  and  navy  for  the  enfuing  year.  la 
1775.     thefe,  the  obilinacy  of  the  miniftery  in  refufing  to  lay  be^^ 
fore  parliament  any  information  whatever,  in  relation  to 
American  affairs,  had  again  nearly  involved  him  in  a  conteft. 
with  his  own  party.  Powever,  by  a  proper  appearance  of 
humility  and  condefcenfioni  they  were  again  called  to 
their  (landard,  and  likewife  to  agree,  }n  defiance  of  every 
argument  to  the  contrary,  that  a  force  of  twenty-  five  thoU'^ 
fand  men  was  fplly  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  fubjuga^ 
ting  America. 
Mr  Pcnn*i      ^^  ^^^  '^'^  ^^  November,  a  converfation  took  place  OE 
cxamina-     the  fecond  petition  from  congrefs,  by  the  accidental  cir- 
4ion  before  cumftance  oi  feeing  Mr.  Pcnn,  who  brought  it,  (landing 
Novt  7'^''  below  the  bar  of  the  houfe.  The  affair  ended  in  the  ex- 
amination of  that  gentleman  ;  but,  as  his  anfwers  were 
univerfally  unfavourable  to  the  views  of  adminiftration^ 
ic  was  thought  neceflary  to  rejeft  the  evidence  altogetherf 
His  examination,  indeed,  had  by  no  means  been  a  greeable 
to  thofe  in  office,  though  they  had  at  laft  relu£tantly 
agreed  to  it.  Now,  however,  finding  it  impoflible  to  re-* 
concile  their  own  fchemes  with  the  fadls  fet  forth  by  M^r 
Penn,  they  charged  him  with  partiality  and  prejudice.  Aa 
jto  the.  petition  itfejf^  it  w^s  utterly  rejeftcdby  a  majority 
of  86  to  33. 

Thefe  debates  were  followed  by  the  augmentattcm  of 
raifpd!"  ^eland-tax  to  four  fliillings  in  the  pound.  This  pafled 
with  little  oppofition,  excepting  Come  complaints  about 
'the  want  of  information.  However,  fo  many  of  the  coun-' 
Jry  gentlemen  at  laft  began  to  demand  the  indemnity  bill, 
formerly  mentioned,  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  the  mi-^ 
nifter  was  again  obliged  to  promife,  that  it  fhould  be 
fpeedily  brought  forward  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  the 
augmentation  of  the  land-tax  was  foon  agreed  to. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  get  the  militia- bill  re- 
|4$llt|abiU.  ftrained  in  its  duration  to  the  time  of  the  prefent  conteft ; 
but  this  having  proved  abortive,  anothf^r  mot'ion  was 
pnade,  that  f <  the  militia  ihould  not  be  called  out  of  their 
refpe£tive  counties,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  a£tual  invafion.'* 
This  being  alfo  reje£led,  another  was  piade,  for  empowi- 
lering  the  king  to  aflemble  the  parliament  in  fou^rteen  days, 
whenever  the  prefent  a£l,  in  the  event  of  a  war  or  rebel- 
lion in  any  part  of  the  Britifti  dominions,  fhould  begin  to 
operate  5  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion..  At  the 
fame  time,  five  motions  were  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords# 
refpe^g  ^  laying  befone  the  hoitft  an  Account  of  the 
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number  of  forees  in   America;  the  plans  for  pi'bYiding  CHAP., 
for  them  i  the  number  of  forces  in  Great-Britain  and    XIIL 
Ireland  ;  and  likewife  the  force  iieceiTary  to  be  fent  to  L/'YX^ 
Asierica,  &e»  all  of  which  were  reje£led,  excepting  that      <77i* 
which  regarded  Britain  and  Ireland*    The  many  defeats 
which  oppofition  had  hitherto  received,  did  not,  however, 
prevent  Mr.  Biirke  from  attempting  another  plan  of  re*  ^J^^^^f^ 
coQciliation,  which  though  it  failed  of  fuccefs,  yet  (hewed  concilia- 
aconfiderable  increaXbof  the  minority  ;  the  numbers  be-  ^^  P^^Ap 
Uig  now  2ioto  105. 

in  the  mean  time,  fevcral  changes  took  place  in  the  mi-    j^^^ 
nifterial  departments.     The  declaration  of  the  duke  of  changes  is 
Grafton's  new  fentiments  was  very  foon  followed  by  his  miaiftiT* 
reGgn^tion  of  the  privy  feal.  He  was  fucceeded  in  his  of- 
fice by  lord  Dartmouth,  and  he  by  lord  George  Germaine. 
The  earl  ot  Rocbford  was  fucceeded  by  lord  Weymouth ; 
and  lord  I^yttleton  was  called  to  the  privy  council^  and 
^omoced  to  be  chief-juftice  in  Eyre  beyond  the  Trent  ; 
brd  Peiham  to  the  great  wardrobe,  and  lord  Afliburo- 
ham  to  the  keeper  of  the  ftole. 

Soon  after  the  rejeflion  of  Mr,  Burke's  conciliatory  p  .... 
plan,  Lord  North  brought  in  the  famous  prohibitory  bill,  tory  biti 
fey  this,  all  trade  and  intercourfe  whatever  with  the  Ame-  pafied, 
rican  colonies  was  prohibited  ^  all  property  of  the  Ame-  ^^^'  *•• 
ricans,  whether  of  (hips  or  goods  on  the  high  feas,  or  in 
harbour,  were  declared  forfeited  to  the  captors^  being  the 
officers  and  crews  of  his  majefty's  fhips  of  war.  Several 
claufes  were  inferted  to  leflen  the  ei^penfe  of  condemning 
prizes  and  recovering  prize-money.  By  this  bill  alfo,  the 
Bofton-port  a£i  was  repealed,  together  with  the  fifliery 
and  reftraining  ads  ;  their  provifions,  in  fome  inftances, 
being  deemed  infufficient  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  warfare, 
and  their  operation  in  others  being  liable  to  interfere  with 
that  of  the  intended  law.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to  ap- 
point commiflioners }  who,  belides  the  power  of  (imply 
granting  pardons  to  individuals,  were  authorifed  to  in* 
quire  into  general  and  particular  grievances,  and  empow«» 
crcd  to  determine  whether  any  part,  or  the  whole  of  » 
colony  were  returned  to  that  ftate  of  obedience  which 
might  entitle  them  to  be  received  within  the  king's  pro- 
tedion }  in  which  cafe,  upon  a  declaration  from  the  com- 
miffioners^  the  reftriflions  of  the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafc 
b  their  favour, 

In  the  courie  of  the  debates  on  this  bill,  a  very  extraor- 
dinary amendment  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Fox ;  namely, 
to  leave  out  the  whole  of  the  title  and  contents,  except 
Vb9t  celaied  to  th?  repeal  pf  the  ]Soit;op-porj:  and  oth^ 
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C  H  AP.  obnoxious  afts.  This,  however,  was  rcjcfted  by  ipt  to  64; 
XIII.     foon  after  which,  the  bill  itfelf  was  carried  by  the  ufual 

(^/V\J  majority.  Many  and  violent  debates  cnfued  on  the  fe- 
X775*  con  J  and  third  reading,  and  feveral  amendments  were 
propofed  ;  but  thefe  being  uniformly  loft  by  vaft  majori- 
ties, the  minority  at  lad  grew  weary  of  attending,  and 
the  houfe  became  fo  thin,  that  a  motion  to  p^ftpone  the 
laft  reading  of  the  bill  till  after  the  holidays,  was  loft  by 
one  hundred  and  twelve  to  fixteen  only. 

Hoofe  of        '"  ^^  houfe  of  lords,  the  prohibitory  bill  was  not  left 

Lordt.  warmly  oppofcd  than  it  had  been  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. It  was  particularly  remarked,  that  by  the  promif* 
cuousand  indifcriminate  rapine  of  the  property  of  friends 
and  foes,  authorifed  by  it,  the  union  of  North- America 
againft  the  authority  of  parliament  muft  be  thoroughly 
completed ;  and  that  the  friends  of  government  in  that 
country,  whofe  numbers  had  been  fo  much  boafted  of  by 
adminiftration,  would  now  plainly  fee,  that  parliament 
was  much  more  inclined  to  diftrefs  than  relieve  them.  Its 
impolicy  and  injuftice  with  regard  to  the  WeftJndia 
•Iflands  was  ftill  more  glaring ;  as  it  there  inflifted  a  pu- 
iiiftiment  much  more  fevere  than  what  could,  by  its  mean», 
reach  the  moft  refraftory  Americans.  But  of  all  the  clau- 
fes  contained  in  this  bill,  that  which  underwent  the  fc- 
vereft  cenfuie  was  one  by  which  all  thofe  who  were  taken 
on  board  the  American  veflels  were  indifcriminately  com- 
pelled, without  diftinftion  of  perfons,  to  ferve  as  com- 
mon  failors  on  board  our  fhips  of  war.  This^  in  a  proteft 
taken  on  the  occafion,  was  ftilcd  "  a  refinement  in  tyrati- 
ny,  which,  in  a  fenience  worfe  than  death,  obfiges  the 
unhappy  men  who  fhall  be  made  captives  in  this  preda- 
tory ^yar,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  families,  kindred, 
friends,  and  country ;  and,  after  being  plundered  them- 
felves,  to  become  accomplices  in  plundering  their  bre- 
thren." The  injuftice  and  cruelty  of  this  claufe,  they  faid, 
was  ftill  heightened,  by  rendering  the  unhappy  perfons 
who  were  thus  compelled,  fubjeft  to  the  articles  of  war, 
and  liable  to  be  ftiot  for  defertion.  They  pathetically  re- 
pref(9hted  the  miferies  to  which  perfons  in  this  melan- 
choly fituation,  particularly  thofe  of  the  better  fort,  would 
be  fubjefl,  from  the  infolence  and  outrage  of  thofe  whom 
they  were  obliged  to  ferve  j  who  being  themfelves  det 
tilute  of  liberal  principles  and  education,  would  ftill  con- 
tinue to  treat  them  as  rebels  ;  nor  did  they  confider  it  as 
the  fmalleft  part  of  their  calamity,  that  they  would  be 
frequently  obliged  to  be  lookers  on,  when  the  fpdils  of 
Iheir  honeft  iaduftryi  and  the  natural  fupporc  of  their 
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fobcr  families,  was  fquander^d  in  riot  and  debauchery,  CHAP, 
by  thofe  profligate  comrades,  with  whom  they  were,  at     XIII. 
the  fame  time,  obliged  to  live  and  ferve.  Upon  the  whole,  ^  ■"V"  -^ 
this  iituation  was  faid  to  be  the  laft  degree  of  wretched-     ^775- 
nefsand  indignity  to  which  human  nature  could  b-e  fub- 
jeded ;  and  a  cruelty,  unknown  to  the  mod  favage  na- 
tions, was  thus  to  be  pra£tifed  by  Englifhmen  on  Engliih* 
men*    They  infilled,  that  no  man  could  be  defpoiled  of 
his  goods  as  a  foreign  enemy,  and  at  the  fame  time  ob- 
liged to  ferve  the  ftate  as  a  citizen,  upon  any  principle  of 
law  or  right  known  among  civilized  nations  :  That  fuch 
a  compulsion  upon  prifoncrs  as  the  prefent  is  unknown 
in  any  cafe  of  war  or  rebellion ;  and  the  only  examples 
of  the  fort  that  can  be  produced  mud  be  among  pirates^ 
the  outlaws  and  enemies  of  human  fociety. 

To  thefe,  and  many  other  charges  of  injuilice  and 
cruelty,  the  intolerable  infolence  of  the  Americans  was 
oppofed.  With  regard,  however,  to  the  particular  claufc 
fo  much  complained  of,  it  was  faid  to  be  an  a£t  of  grace 
and  favour  to  the  Americans ;  as,  inftead  of  confining 
them  in  clofe  prifons,  during  the  continuance  of  the  wat>. 
which  mud  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  con  Gdered  as  alien 
enemies ;  or  puni(hing  them  as  traitors,  if  they  were  con- 
fidered  as  rebels ;  they  were  now  to  be  rated  on  the  king^s 
books,  and  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  a  great  part  of 
his  majefty'a  moft  ufeful  and  faithful  fubjedii,  fuflFering 
no  inconvenience  but  that  which  they  were  always  liable 
to,  of  being  preflcd  into  his  majefty's  fcrvice ;  and,  as  to 
the  fuppofed  violation  of  their  principles,  which  was  fo 
much  lamented,  their  pay  and  other  emoluments  were 
faid  to  be  a  full  compenfation  for  'any  fcruples  or  deli- 
cacies of  that  nature.  The  fuppofed  ill  confequence  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands  were  faid  to  be  exaggerations ;  but, 
at  any  rate,  tliefe  as  well  aa  the  lofies  which  the  well-dit 
pofed  in  North- America  might  fuftain,  muft  be  confuler- 
cd  as  a  part  of  thofe  unavoidable  evils  which  are  incident 
to  war.  In  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  lord  Mansfield 
urged  the  neceffity  of  the  American  war,  upon  the  mere 
principle  of  felf-prefervation  and  defence.  His  fpeech  was, 
as  ufual,  animated  and  elegant,  and  made  a  great  im- 
prefiion  on  the  houfe ;  though  his  arguments  have  been 
confidered  by  many  as  rather  fpecious  than  convincing*. 

•  "  ThougK  I  w^as  ever  of  opinion,"  fays  he,  "  from  the  jcommcaoe^,. 
**  xncnt  of  this  unhappy  dif^ute,  that  every  individual  of  the  colonies  wa» 

*  umuch  bound  in  obedience  to  the  kingand  to  the  parliament  of  Great, 

*  Britain,  as  any  fubje^fl  of  England  in  London  or  Middlcfcx  ;  though 

*  I  am  pcrfuadcd  that  the  colowcs  qf  N«rth.  America,  ever  liudc  iJ»c 
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CHAP.  The  prohibitory  bill  having  paffed  a  third  tim^f  i  IKo* 
XIIL     tion  was  made  by  the  duke  of  Manchcftcr,  for  delaying 

^>^vx^  the  cotnmitment  till  after  the  holidays ;  but  this  paffed  in 
1775.  the  negative  without  a  divifion.  He  next  ofRtfcd  to  pre* 
fent  a  petition  from  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  fctting  forth 
the  ruinous  confequences  of  it  to  themfelves  in  particubr^ 
and  to  the  mercantile  intereft  in  general;  but,  as  the 
order  of  the  day  had  been  already  moved  for,  it  was  faid 
that  the  petition  could  not  be  admitted.  An  amendme&C 
was  then  propofed  in  the  bill  itfelf,  by  which  its  opera-< 
tion  was  to  be  delayed  from  the  ift  of  January  to  the  ift 
of  March  1776;  thereby  to  prefcrve  from  confifcation 
the  property  of  thofe  merchants  who,  under  the  faith  o^ 
parliament  m  the  two  reftriftivc  laws,  had  loaded  yttkh 

*  peace  of  Paris,  had  concerted,  or  at  leaft  tkcir  rulers  there,  and  that 
**  adherents,  a  fcheme  of  independence,  and  that  I  think  it  appears  even 
••  on  the  evidence  of  Mentcalm't  letters,  which,  on  an  enquiry  iince 
'*  I  firft  mentioned  them,  1  believe  to  be  authentic  ;  though  I  am  of 
**  opinion,  that  the  declaratory  atSk,  if  it  was  proper  to  have  made  that 

*  a<£k  at  all,  clearly  afferts  the  fupreme  legiflative  anthority  of  this 
"  country  over  America ;  and  though  I  approve  the  meafures  iince  ta- 
**  ken  to  oblige  them  tofubmit  totheauthority  of  the  mother-country  i 
**  yet,  my  lords,  I  am  willing  to  reverfe  all  this  for  a  moment,  and  to  fup- 
^  pofe  tnar  no  Xuch  plan  of  independency  had  been  concerted ;  that  tiiit 
**  country  had  no  fuch  authority  over  her  colonies ;  that  the  declaratCMy 
**  a(5l  amounted  to  no  more  than  the  king's  titje  to  the  crown  of 
•*  France  ;  that  all  the  meafures  purfued  to  bring  them  to  obedience 
•«  were  oppr :  ill vc;  and  what  is  worfc,  that  the  miniders  were  thtf 
"  worA  fet  of  men  that  ever  exifted  :  in  fliort«  admitting  every  things 
••  that  has  been  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  Americans,  and  every  thing 
"  that  has  been  faid  againfl:  the  conduct  cf  government  at  home,  prior 
•*  to  this  time  j  where  are  we  now,  my  lords  ?  and  what  are  we  to  do  ? 
•*  We  are  engaged  in  a  war  which  we  muft  purfue,  or  run  away  from 
•«  it.  Wc  cannot  do  the  latter  ;  for  if  wcdo  not  get  the  better  of  Amt* 
•*  rica,  America  will  get  the  better  of  us.  Thtfy  are  not  carrying  on  at 
^^'  war  merely  defenfive.    They  have  invaded  Can'ada ;  perhaps,  (God 

**  forbid!)  conquered  it.  Tne  Canadians  Vere  not  their  enemies) 
•<  they  only  defired  to  obferve  a  neutrality.    They  threaten  Halifax. 

*  The  people  of  Nova-Scotia  has  dene  them  no  harm ;  aye,  but  it  is  a 
**  province  belonging  to  the  government  of  l^ngland,  and  therefor^  tb^ 
**  Americans  will  make  war  upon  it.  They  feize  the  iliips  belonging 
^  to  Ireland,  yet  they  ftile  the  Irifh  their  friends  and  fcftow  fubjcds. 
**  Yes;  but  it  i$  neccffary  to  wound  England  through  the  fides  of  thefe 
«•  friends.  They  are  preparing  a  naval  force  to  carry  on  an  offenfire, 
•*  war  a^ainfl  you.  In  this  ftate  of  the  cafe,  for  Obd*s  fake,  my  lordst 
**  what  is  an  honefl  man  to  do,  who  is  a  wcll-wifhcr  to  the  honour  and 

*  intereft  of  Great  Britain  ?  Are  we  to  fit  ftill  with  our  hands  before 
••  us,  becaufc  we  arc  told  this  is  an  unjuft  war  on  our  part,  fill  they 
«*  have  fitted  out  an  expedition  againft  this  country;  My  lords^the 
**  Dutch  war,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  waft  cried  out  agatnfl  as  an 
^  unjufl  ruinous  war,  till  the  Dutch  came  to  Chatham  and  burnt  youf 

*  (hips ;  then  every  man  in  England  was  ready  to  turn  out  againft  the 
•*  Dutch.  I  care  not,  therefore,  who  begal^  this  difpute,  or  by  whofe 
**  means  it  has  been  carried  on  hitherto,  or  by  whofe  fault  It  was  not  en* 
^  dcd:  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  thing  but  the  prefent  lltuation  of 
5*  things;  and,  in  that  point  of  view,  1  couHder  the  bill  WC  are  aboil 
^  to  pafs,  not  only  at  a  ]uft,  but  at  a  Bccefiary  bill      • 
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^ith  lumber  in  North- America  or  the  Wcft-India  iilands.  CHAP. 
This  alfo  pa£ed  ia  the  negadve,  without  a  divifion.  XIII. 

The  other  bills  darried  through  bcfote  the  Chriftmas  ^-  **';«**  .^i 
recefs  were  thofe  regarding  the  militiai  and  the  indemnitor     '^^^* 
biJL   In  confequence  of  a  motion  made  by  fir>  George  ^.^  . 
Sayilkj  the  former  was  reftridied  in  its  operation  to  feven  indcmnhy 
years.  With  the  indemnity  bill*  however,  the  cafe  was  bilU« 
otherwife.    During  the  courfe  of  bufinefsin  this  impor- 
tant  feflion^  the  miniftcr  had  frequently  foiind  it  neceflary 
to  vary  his  ground.  In  the  beginning,  to  prerent  the  de^ 
fe&ion  of  the  country  gentlemen,  after  the  greateft  {hew 
of  firmnefs,  and  even  obftinacy,  he  fuddenly  feemed  to 
conform  to  their  ideas,  in  agreeing  to  bring  in  the  indem* 
nity  bill*  But,  after  gaining  the  great  point  of  the  addrefs^ 
he  feemed  totally  to  forget  the  matter,  and  did  not  wi(h 
to  be  reminded  of  it.  Their  importunity,  however,  at  laft 
becoming  troublefome,.  and  many  important  points  ftill 
remaining  undecided,  he  feemed  to  fall  in  with  their 
opinions,  and  accordingly  brought  in  the  bill ;  though  htf 
took  care  to  word  it  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  fliould  an- 
fwer  purpofes  extremely  different  from  thofe  which  they 
intended*     At  the  lalt  leading,  a  very  warm  and  anima- 
ted debate  took  place^  the  fubje£i  of  which  was  the  leav- 
ing out  of  the  preamble  thefe  words,  <<  doubts  having  been 
*^  entertained  of  the  legality  of  the  meafure,''  and  fiibfti- 
tuting  in  their  ftead,  «  that  the  meafure  of  fending  the 
<<  Hanoverian  troops  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and 
'^  Minorca  was  not  warranted  by  law;  and  was  againft  the 
^  fpirit  ot  the  conftitution.'^  It  was  contended^  in  fupport 
of  this  motion,  That  the  bill,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  carried 
an  abfurdity  glaring  on  its  very  face ;  its  body  contained 
an  indemnity  for  an  offence,  while  the  preamble  declared 
that  none  had  been  committed  :  That  it  was  an  infult  up- 
on the  houfe,  to  propofe  the  remittal  of  a  puniihment, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  make  it  acknowledge,  that  n# 
offence  had  been  committed  ;  the  mockery,  they  faid,  was 
too  grofs  to  be  endured  :  That,  however  dangerous  the 
meafure  of  introducing  foreign  troops  without  the  fane- 
tion  of  parliament  was,  the  precedent  to  be  eftabliflied 
bjr  the  bill. was  infinitely  more  fo,  as  it  was  obtaining  the 
affent  of  parliament  to  a  downright  violation  of  the  laws^ 
and  dangerous  infrafkion  of  the  conftitution.     The  mini- 
ftcr now  came  before  the  houfe  in  a  fituation  no  other 
had  ever  ventured :  Sc  firft  violated  the  laws  of  his 
country ;  and  then  had  the  eflSrontery  to  come  to  parlia- 
ment, not  to  claim  its  indulgence ,  but  to  make  it  teftify^ 
that  what  he  had  done  was  perfcdly  right  and  nnexcep- 
V01..V.  •  Mz 
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.CHAP,  tianablc.    The  irimiftcr,  however,  was  now  perfc£l^ 
XIIL     deaf  to  all  fa^h  remonftrancca.    The  great  points  he  had 

Ky^rsJ  wanted  to  carry  vB^ere  nearly  gained  j  and  moft  of  the 
«77i.  country  gentlemen  were  abfent.  He,  therefore,  retum;- 
cd  to  his  original  doflrine,  from  which  he  would  hot  re- 
cede in  the  fmalleft  degree,  and  declared,  ihat,  as  far  at 
bis  vote  went,  he  would  not  fufferthe  alteration  of  a  tit- 
tle in  tlic  bill.  F7e  wanted  no  indemnity ;  and,  let  thofc 
who  were  in  love  with  the  meafure  uke  the  bill  in  its 
prefent  ftatpyornpt  at  all*  Thus  did  the  majority  of 
parliament  confenf  to  an  evident  infra3ion  of  the  laws 
of  the  kingdom,  which,  however  trivial  it  might  be  in  it- 
felf,  or  however  innocent  the  motives  which  prodtTced  it, 
pertainly  afibrded  matter  of  uneafinefs  to  the  friends  of 
government,  and  to  thofe  who  were  moft  remote  from 
party  and  preji^^^ice,  who  could  not  with  unconcern  fee 
the  court  at  this  time  fo  eager  ta  eftablifli  a  precedent 
for  the  introdufkion  of  foreign  troops  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament,  and  fo  anxious  to  prevent  any  thing 
like  a  ceofure  which  might  in  future  be  a  clog  to  the  mea- 
fure* 

A  petition  from  the  colony  of  Nova*Scotza  was  next 
laid  bc£ore  the  houfe*      As  it  had  been  promoted  by  the 

Si^pctftion.  fr^^"^5  of  admipiftration,  and  eiprefsly  founded  on  lord 
'  North's  conciliatory  propofal,  it  was  taken  into  confider- 
ation.  It  did  not,  however,  efcape  the  cenfure  of  oppo- 
fition,  who  treated  it  as  one  of  thofe  mean  contrivances^ 
by  which  miniftry,  as  they  fatd,  were  continually  in  the  * 
pradjce  of  mocking  the  credulity  and  implicit  confidence 
of  parliament ;  and  they  predi£):ed  that  it  would  come  to 
the  end  which  its  futility  and  abfurdicy  feemed  to  merit. 
By  this  petition,  the  aflembly  propofed  to  grant  a  re- 
venue to  government,  to  be  rasfed  by  the  payment  of  {6 
much  per  ant.  5n  all  fore^n  commodities  imported,  bay- 
fait  only  excepted ;  by  which  means  the  amount  of  the 
revenue  would  always  i>e  in  proportion  to  the  opulence 
and  confumption  of  the  province.  The  rate  of  this  duty 
was  at  firft  to  be  fettled  by  parliament^  and  afterwards  to  . 
be  perpetual  and  unchangeable,  excepting  only  fuch  re- 
gulations as  were  necefii^ry  to  preferve  the  comparative 
value  of  money  and  goods  in  their  original  ftate. 

Many  caufes,  however,  concurred  to  lefien  the  tSeSt 
of  this  petition  from  Nova-IScoiia.  The  province  had 
coft  government  immenfe  fums,  without  producing  any 
equivalent.  It  was  ftill  unequal  to  the  /upport  of  its  own 
ciyil  government,  the  expenfc  of  which  was  granted  by 
psgrlxanaent*    The  offer  of  a  revenue,^  therefore^  in  fuch 
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iircitfnAances,  had  a  ludicrous  appearance  father  thanCH  AP.' 
aojr  other.  As  it  was  alfo  under  the  influence  of  a  miK-  XIII. 
tary  power,  its  afls  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  carry  any^-"v— -^ 
great  v^eight  as  an  example  wich  thofe  colotries  wh6  ab-  <775* 
horred  fuch  an  appearance, .  and  whofe  prefent  troubled, 
according  to  their  own  account,  arofe  from  their  defence 
'  of  their  civil  immunities  and  conftitution. 
.  Even  the  little  merit  which  ccmld  be  claimed  from  the 
propofalof  a  rcTenue  in  th^  circumftances  above  mention- 
ed, was  confiderably  dimininied  by  other  parts  of  the  pe- 
tition. It  contained  a  long  lift  of  grievances,  for  which 
redrefs  was  as  earneftly  foiicited^  tho'  in  a  more  humble 
ihain,  as  by  the  other  colonies  i  and  this  feemed  to  be  in 
fome  meafure  neceifary  tojireferve  the  obedience  and  af» 
feftioH  df  the  people.  The  affembly  alfo  pi^ffad  tnoft  ear- 
neiUy,  cb^t  when  at  any  time  future  eiigcricies  fhould 
require  further  fuppUes,  the  requifition  fhould  be  made 
in  the  aiaimer  formerly  prs^ifed,  whereby  they  might 
hxver^  an  opportunity  of  (hewing  their-  duty  and  attach- 
ment ^  their  fenfe  of  the  caufe  for  which  it  v^as  made ; 
and^  by  that  means,  and  that  only,  of  rendering  the.  fo- 
vereign  acquainted  with  the  true  fenfe  of  his  people,  in 
that  diftant  part  of  his' dominions.  So  that,  upon  the 
wbote^  etceptirigthoplrofeffion  of  fubmiffion  to  the  fu- 
preme  leglflature,  this{>edtion  feemed  little  difiti-ent  from 
the  applications  of  the  cfthor  cotbnies. 

Notwithftanding  theTe  •  uhfitvoural^e  circuniftances,* 
and  the  fevere  farcafms  of  the  minority,  lord  North  pro-  ^ 
pofed  refoliitions  to  the  foBowing  purpofe,  which  were 
paffed  in  a  committee  as  foundations  of  a  fa^ll,  viz.  That 
the  propofat  of  a  poundage  dnty  ad  vdlorem,  upon  all 
tommGdkiei  imported,'  (bay- f^it  excepted)  4^ot  being  the 
produce  of  t^e  Britiih  'domini6ni9  in  Europe  (yr  America, 
to  be  difpofed  of  by  parliament,  ihould  be  accepted  ;  and 
the  duty  fixed  at  8  ptr  HM,  upon- all  fuch  comriiodities  : 
That  as  foon  as  the  flcoeffary  ads  for  that  purpofe  were 
pafled'byihe  affembly  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  had  received 
the  rbyat'  approbation,  ail  other  fa^es  and  duties  in  that « 
prqvince'fliould  ceafe  and  be  difcontinued,  ^n'd  no  others 
.laid  ort  lirhile  thofe  afts  continued  iii  force,'exceptihg  on- 
ly fuch  <di»ties  as  were  found  heeelTary  for  the  regufatfion 
of  commerce^  the  nett'ptoduce  of  which  was  to  be  fcar* 
sied  to'the  account  of  tl\e  province.  Parliament  alfo' agreed 
to  admit  an  importation  into  that  province  of  wine,  orati- 
ges,  lemons^  currami,Tand  raiiGns,  direflly  from  the  place 
of  thcif  growth.  Theferefolutio\i8,  however,  \trcre  not 
prodtt^^ive  of  any  confequedce  whsuever.  The  minifter^* 


Nov«  23. 


ayo  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP*  notwkhftanding  all  his  parade  about  the  bill  he  intended 

XIII.     to  bring  in,  fuffcrcd  the  matter  gradually  to  die  away, 

iwi   V-  ■*>  and  feemed  about  this  time  to  give  up  every  pacific  idea, 

^77^'     and  to  depend  entirely  on  coercive  meafures  for  the  rc- 

dudion  of' America. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  feffion,  at  lead  as  much  of 
it  as  was  taken  up  in  the  difcuffion  of  American  afiFairs, 
afforded  only  a  fucceilion  of  violent  and  fruitlefs  debates. 
A  conciliatory  plan  was  again  brought  in  by  mr.  Hart- 
ley* Motions  were  made  for  enquiring  into  the  caufe  q£ 
our  ill  fuccefs  in  America  ;  for  enquiring  iilto  the  nattnre 
of  the  German  treaties,  &c.  but  in  all  thefe  the  minifto^ 
carried  his  point  by  prodigious  majorities.  The  moft  re- 
g  ]  markable  of  thefe  debates  was  occafioned  by  an  intimation 
moved  for,  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  that  he  would  move,  at  a  ihort 
March  fpecififid  day,  for  a  fupply  to  the  amount  of  845,1651. 
^776-  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expenfe  of  the  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred,  between  the  ptk 
of  March).  I775f  and  the  31ft  of  January,  1776..  Such! 
an  enormous  demand  called  up  all^e  fury  of  oppoCtioicr 
They  eatamined  the  journals  to  (hew,  that  neither  the  glo- 
rious campaign  of  1704,  which  favcd  the  G«rman  cm- 
pi|re,  and  broke  and  ruined  that  military  force  which  for 
more  than  half  a  century  had  been  the  icourge  and  tenror 
of  Europe ;  nor  that  of  1 760,  whicii  gave  us  the  vaft  con* 
tinent  of  North  America,  had  in  ^y  degree  equalled -in; 
.  expenfe  the  fcameful  campaign  of  .&)fton  in  f  77f5..  They 
endeavoured  to  prove,  by  various  calculatiwM,  lh»t  the 
maintenance- of  8500  wretched,  d^fjgraced,  ahd  half*>ftafv- 
ed  forces  in  Bodon^  had  not  Coft  the  nation  much  fef& 
than  lool.  per  man.  They  examined  the  ftate  of  natioun 
^1  finance,  and  called  upon  tberminifter  to  fay,  in. what 
manner  we, were  capable  to  fupport,  in  the  ptefeotlimd: 
future  campaigns,  5o,«oo  men* in  America  ^t  a  propor- 
tional expenfe,  exclufiveof  the  naval,  ordnanee,. and  other 
charges  of  our  (landing  expcufcs,  and  of  the:  hazard  of  a 
foreign  war.  The  glorious,  fucccffcs  in  queen  Anrie'^ 
wars,  and  of  that  of  1759,  were  difplayed  with  all.  the 
powers© J  elpqijenpe  j  while  the: moft  mortifying  compa^ 
rifons  were  made  with  regard  to  the' exploits  of  this  year. 
The  battles  pf  Blenheim  and  SchdJenburg  were  cdntraf* 
ted  >vith  thQfo  of  Lexington  and  'Bunker's  Hill ;  and  to 
complete  the  pifture,  the  river  Myftic  was  compared  ta 
the  Danube. 

As  the minifterial  party,  however. fuperior  innumhersj 
"^cre  very  deficient  in  thofe  great  rhetorical  powers.which 
l^dprne^  thQ  fp^edicsof  tb«  leaders  in  oppofition^.  they 
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foand  theitifelve^  tit  prefait  altogether  unable  to  maini-  CH  A  P. 
tain  their  ground  in  fair  dd>ate  and  therefore  had  recourfe  XIII. 
tothefanSaon  of  parliament.  The  minifters affirmed,  O^Wl 
that  they^  had  a£led  in  this  bufinefs  from  the  beginning',  <776. 
not  only  with  the  concurrence,  but  alfo  with  the  approba- 
tion of  parliament;  they  had  not  taken  it  up  wantonly, 
but  found  it  as  a  legacy  left  them  by  their  predeceffors— ^ 
That  whcaevcr  parliament  (hould  think  it  neceffary  to  al- 
ter its  conduct  or  opinions,  they  •  would  alfo  give  up  or 
change  their  meafures ;  'but  whilft  they  found  themfelves 
infaUpoflkflionof  the  good --opinion  and  confidence  of  a 
great: majority^of  that  houfe,  diqr- never  would  defert  the 
truftrepdfedih  them,  but  would  continue  to  fulfil  their 
duty  at  aU  events.*— -There  were  only  two  fimplie  ques- 
tions .ariiing.joii.the  fubjeft,  wJiether  the  money  had  been  Nor.  3. 
properly  .applied  ?  and,  whether  :the  meafurea  that,  indu- 
ced the:expenditure  were  neceffaty  ? .  The  former  would 
m  due  time  be  attefted  ixf  proper^vouchers,-  and  parlia«- 
Kest  liad^iready  repeatedly  given  its  fan£lbn  to  the  lat- 
ter— ^That.as.to  the  inglorious  appearance  of  the  cam<- 
pa^,  it  had  the  fame  origin  with  all  the  reft  (tf  our  cala- 
mities, n^nely,  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  Americans^ 
It  never  cotild  have  been  believed,  diat  they  would,  be 
wicked  edougfa  to  join  with  Maifiufhufetts^Bay.  in  rebel- 
lion, nor.,  cottfequently,  able toihut  up  his  Majeft/sfordes 
in  the  townof  Bofton^  and  prevent  the  fupply  which  the 
abiitidarice  of(  that  country  yielded.  But  our  eyes  were 
opened,<*aQd  :^  meafures  uken  in  confequence  muft  open 
the  way  to  abimdance ;  after  which  it  was  hoped,  that 
there  would  be  no  longer  any  ndceffity  of  feiiding  all  their 
provifiohs  from  Europe.  For  the  time,  indeed,  it  was 
unhappily  necefiary ;  and  whatever  the  expenfe  might 
be,  they  couH  not  juftify  thcmiSelvcs  if  they.lhoaid  ftarve 
either  the  army,  or  the  caufe  in'!iR4tich  they  were  engag- 
ed, but  that,  the  vigour  and  generofity  of  the  prefent  fcf-  Granted, 
fion  wooldgive  repofe  and  economy  to  the  next.  The^**^  ''* 
qiicftionjforthe  grant  was  carried  oh  a  divifion  by  180  to 
57.:  •::    .,:..    ■  .•••••  .       - 

The  laft/piMipofal  of  a  conciliatory  nature  was  introdu>- 
ced  by  the  diike  of  Grafton,  and  feems  to  have  been  de- 
figned  to  remedy  the  defers  of  the  late  prohibitory  ad,  Duke  of 
which,  as  theroppofition  had  all  along  contended,  left  no  Grafton's 
room  whatever,  for .  accommodation.     His  grace's  ptopo*  ^^f  °jf "°" 
fai  indeed  was  much  lef&^  favourabl(;  to  the  colonies  than 
smy  that  had  hitherto  been  made*     It  confifted  in  a  mo- 
tion for.  an  addrefs  to  the.  king,  that,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  further  e^iion  of  blood,  and^  to  manifeft  the  pacific 
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Ctl  AC  mtentionsof  both  crown  and  parliament|.a  proclamation 
XIII.     might  be  iflued,  declaring,  that  if  the  colonics,  .within  a 

(^/VX^  reafonable  time,  cither  before  or  after  the  acriral  of  the 
^i7^'  troops  deftined  for  America,  fhoold  prefent  a  petition  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  or  to  the  commiiBoners  to  be  ap« 
pointed  under  the  late  a£l ;-  fetting  forth  in  fuch  petition, 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty,  what  they  confider  to.be 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievances ;  that  in  fuch  cafe  his 
majefty  will  agree  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms;  ^mdthat  he 
lias  authority  to  afiore  them  from  his  parliament,  that 
their  petition  ihsQl  be  received,  jconfidered,  ind  anfwered. 
Thia prbpofa),  howerer,  was  Feje£led  by a-mitjorityof 
very  hear  three  to  one,  the  numbers  l>eing  pa  and  31. 
•Themimfters  and  their  adherents  had  now  totally  change 
cd their  ftile  ;  all  modifications  were.raid  afide,  and. the 
h^ghty .  language  of .  afiiired  'vi£iory  and  conqueft .  moft 
i^mpict£ly:adopted.\  \A  reconciltation  wa.s  declared  td  be 
littlciers  than  impra£^Tcablc,'  and  that,  if  any:  thing  could 
add  to  the' difficulties  ^  ftich-a  proje£):j'it  iwould  be  a 
conceffibnnpon  the  part  «f  Britain  ;  no  alternative  now 
remained  betweeii  abfolute  coxiqueft  on  oui^  part,  aqd  un- 
cosditionsil  fubmiffion  ohtbat  of  the  Americans. 

A  bill  for  the.  eft:abliihment  a£  a  militia  i^  Scotland  had 

Scots  mill,  been  brought  itt  by  lord  Mountftcwart,  on  the  8th  of 

thrownout.'^^^^"*''^^'  1 775  5  bnt,:fbrj«raht  of  attendance,  and  raul- 
tipHcity  of  other  bufinefs',  had  been  nesgle£led  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  feiRdii;  It  was  now  brought  under 
confideration ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  apparent  fanc^ 
tion  of  admintilTation,:as  wellastbe  patrona^  of  the  Scots 
gentlemen,'  it  was  at  laft  fthfown  out  by  i  id  bi  pT.     On 

March  zo.  this  occafioh^  the  miniftcr.dividijd  with  tbe^  minority. 

About  this  time,  a-great  noi!fe  v/as'madexx>nccrning  a 
daufe  in  the  prohibitory,  billj  by.  which  the  admifaliy 
had  been  enabled  to  gi'afntriicenfes  toveffclsfbr  convey- 
ing ftores  and  provifionsr  to  thfc  forced  m  America. .  3y 
this  bill,  it  was  faid,  a  monopoly .  had  been  formed  in  fa- 
vour of  fame  minifteriafl  partifans.  The  American  trade 
was  taken  fron  the  known  and  reputable  merchants,  and 
given  to  a  few  obfcurc  peiKbns  of  no  account  or  condition. 
An  tliicit  commerce  was  alCb  eftabliOied  under  the  fane* 
'  tion  of  that  bill,  in  fuch  a  manneir  as  evidently  to  defeat 
one  of  its  principal  obje£ls.  It  was  even  proved,  that, 
within  a  few  weeks,  a  greater  quantity  of  all  kinds  of 
goods  had  been  fliipped  for  the  North  American  niarket 
than  was  done  in  any  of  the  ufual  feafons  of  exportation. 
It  was  faid  to  be  exceedingly  grievous  to  the  great  bod]f 
o£  American  merchants,  who  had  already  fufiered  fo  ft* 
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vetelyfrom  the  prefent  troubles^  and  who,  in  obedience CH A P« 
to  the  late  a£l  o£parliamenti  were  at  this  very  time  (ink-    XIII* 
ing  under  the  weight  of  a  vaft  quantity  of.  goods  wliich  {jTYSJ 
tbey  had  purchafed  for  diat,  and  for  which  they  could  '  ^776* 
find  no  other  market,  to  fee  the  trade  which  they  had,  for  - 
a  number  of  years,  condufked  with  the  greateft  reputa- 
tion and  fntmefsx  fmuggled  out  of  their  hands  by  a  fet 
of  nominal  merchants,  and  unknown  adventurers.    The 
injury  was  rendered  ftill  more  grievous,  by  being  commit* 
^  ted  under  the  colour  of  law,  and  under  the  liccafe  o£  au* 
tbority* 

This  matter  was  firft  publicly  tarken  notice  of  in  the 
^oufe  of  lords,  where  it  was  introduced  by  lord  Effing- 
ham, a  little  before  the  Eafter  recefs  $  though,  by  reafon 
6f  other  bofinefs  which  intervened,  it  lay  dormant  for  a 
I  Gonfiderable  time.    On  the  ad  of  May,  it  was  taken  up 
by,  the  lord  mayor  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  mo-   Mhj  i.    . 
wd  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  ttanfac- J-ord  May* 
lion.    This  gave  great  offence  to  ipiniftry.v  The  enqui-?.'*'*  "*®" 
[  ry,  It  was  laid,  j)roceeded  from  ul  temper  and  maiignity ; 
I  was  intended  only  to  embarrafs  and  diftrefs  government ) 
I  and  it  would  come  to  nothing.    Some  faid,  the  matters 
!  complained  of  were  too  trifling  for  notice,  and  were  only 
mtended  fot  the  eafe,  benefit,  and  comfort  of  the  troops ; 
while  others  infifted,  that  there  was  no  violation  of  the 
a£k;  and  that  the  words  provi/tons  and  Jlora  included 
every  thing  that  could  adminifter  to  the  wants  or  luxuries 
I  of  man  or  woman.    The  minifter,  however,  at  length 
acknowledged,  that  the  powers  given  in  the  aft  had  been 
I  mifunderftood,  and  the  licenfes  abufed  ;  but  that  theft 
I  matters  had  been  already  reftified }  enquiry,  therefore^ 
I  could  now  anfwer  no  purpofe^ 

I     Theminifter  now,  finding  himfelf  prefied  by  thefe 
fads,  put  in  prafkice  a  manoeuvre  which  he  knew  would 
cffeftually  check  the  progrefs  of  the  enquiry,  by  agreeing 
in  part  with  the  motion,  but  changing  the  mode  of  en- 
quiry from  an  open  or  feleft  committee  up-ftairs,  to  a 
!  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  within  doors.     In  this 
committee,  fcveral  witneffes  were  examined  ;  and,  among 
other  matters,  it  came  out,  that  one  of  thefe  nominal 
merchants,  and  a  principal  a£tor  in  this  bufinefs,  who 
had  freighted  five  large  Ihips  with  the  moft  valuable  com- 
modities, was  fo  totally  unqualified  for  fuch  an  undertake 
ing,  t^iat  he  hawked  about  a  letter  in  the  city  from  a  ve- 
I  TjT  Qpnfiderable  officer  belonging  to  the  treafury,  in  order 
I  to  obtain  goods  on  that  credit.     The  oppofition  faid, 
I  (hat  feveral  of  the  principal  witneJes  were  fentout  of  the 

i  ■       •        .  ■  '  " 
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CHAP,  way;  the  papers  which  thchoufe  demanded,  arid  which 
XIII.     were  cflentially  neccflary  for  the  purpofes  of  the  enquiry^ 

K^^\^^^  were  dcfigncdly.hcld  back  at  fomc  of  the  public  offices  j 
1776.  They  were  therefore  defirous  to  poftponc  the  affair  for  a 
few  daysi  until  proper  information  could  be  obtained ;  i 
and,  accordingly^  moved  the  queftion  for  adjournment, 
but  were  conftantly  overpowered  by  a  great  majority.  At 
length,  after  being  kept  up  till  five  in  the  morning,  the 
minifter  diflblved  the  committee  without  its  coming  to 
any  refolution  whatever,  by  the  previous  queftion,  *^  that 
the  chairman  do^now  leave  the  chair,"  which  was  carried 
by  105  to  31:— The  matter,  however,  was  revived  in  tke 
houfe  of  lords  by  the  earl. of  Effingham,  who  moved| 
that  the  papers  necefiary  for  the  enquiry  fliould  be  laid  be- 
fore the  noufe,  in  order  to  profecute  the  matter  next  fcf- 

Mntedby^*°"»  to  which  the  miniftry,  at  laft,  found  thcmfelvcs 

l>arliamcDt. obliged  to  agree ;  and  this,  with  the  grant  of  a  million  to 
anfwer  any  intermediate  fervice,  put  an  end  to  the  feilion 
of  parliament  on  the  23d  of  May,  1776.         • 


t    ^75  ] 


CHAPTER     XIV- 


Siege  of  ^ibec  raifed Provincials  defeated Attempt 

an    North'Carolina Expedition  agait^fl   CharleJJown 

BucceffeS  of  General  Carleton Colonies  independent 

Great  armament  before  Neiu-Tork Provincials 

defeated-'-^lJnfuccefsful  negociation Neiu-Tork  fet  on 

fre -^The   Jerfeys  ovet^-run General  Wafhington 

retreats General  Lee  taken  prifoner Refolution  of 

Congrefs HeJJians  furprifed  at    Trenton Britijfj 

driven  out  of  the  Jerfeys  ^-^-Indians  defeated  by  the  Pro^ 
vincials. 


THE  ill  fuccefs  of  the  Americans,  which  commen-  CHAP, 
ccd  with  their  repulfe  at  Quebec,  pervaded  mod     XIV. 
of  their  affairs  during  the  prefent  year.     Colonel  Arnold  (^/VX.^ 
indeed  continued  the  blockade  of  that  place  for  fome  time,    .1776- 
tliough  under  great  difficulties.     Some  reinforcements  Quffj^c 
were  fent ;  buf  thefc  arrived  flowly,  and  fufFered  incredi-  railed, 
ble  hardfhips  in  their  march,  which,  however,  they  endur- 
ed with  unparalleled  conftancy.     The  Canadians  began^ 
to  waver  as  foon  as  they  obferved  fortune  declaring  for 
tlie  royal  army ;  and  congrefs  feemcd  to  be  as  yet  un- 
equal to  the  talk  of  conducing  fo  many  and  fo  difficult 
enterprifes.  On  the  other  hand,  general  Carleton  guarded- 
with  his  ufual  vigilance  againft  every  furprife  ;  but,  as  all* 
fiipplies  were  cut  off  from  the  country,  the  garrifon  ex- 
perienced confiderable  diftreffcs.     The  feafon,  however,' 
now  approached,  when  the  arrival  of  fuccours  from  Eng-^ 
land /was  certainly  to  be  expected,  which  rendered  it  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  Americans  to  exert  themfelves  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner.  They  again,  therefore,  commenced  their 
Vol.  V.  N  2 
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CHAP,  operations  by  erecting  batteries,  and  attempting  to  burnt 
XIV.     the  fleet  by  nieans  of  fire-ftiips,  at  the  fame  time  making 

<i-  S^  ■  ^  an  attempt  to  ftorm  the  town  during  the  confufion  whicb 
'  '776'  they  naturally  imagined  thefe  efforts  would  producer  But 
they  found  this  imprafticable  ;  and  their  utmoft  exertions 
could  extend  no  farther  than  to  the  burning  part  of  ther 
fuburbsy  which,  in  the  end,  proved  rather  ferviceablcr 
than  otherv\  ife  to  the  caiife  of  the  town's  people  ;  for  the 
remaining  houfcaof  the  fuburb*  being  pulled  down  to  pre- 
vent the  Spreading  of  the  conflagration,  aflTorded  a  conC- 
derable  fupply  of  fuel^^  which  bad  hitherto  been  an  article 
very  much  wanted. 

llarch  15.  Towards  the  end  of  March,  a  body  of  Canadians,  un- 
der the  command  of  a  M.  Bcaujeau,  undertook  to  raifc 
the  fiege,  but  were  utterly  defeated  and  difperfed  by  the 
provmcials.  This  fmall  fuccefs,  hbwever,  was  foon  for- 
got. The  fmall- pox  broke  out  in  the  camp,  which  render- 
ed it  utterly  impofTible,  not  only  to  preferve  any  proper 
order  or  difcipline,  but  even,  by  reafon  of  the  terror  it 
occafioned,  to  keep  Up  the  (hew  of  an  army.  In  thia 
difaftrous  fituation,  according  to  their  own  accounts, 
they  intended  to  raife  the  fiege,  before  iny  reinforcement 
arrived  from  England  •,  but  before  this  defign,  if  really 
meditated,  could  be  put  in  execution,  the  Ifis  man  of  war 
and  two  frigates,  v/ith  fuccours  for  general  Carleton, 
ftddcnly  made  their  appearance  m  the  rivef,  forcing  their 
way  through  the  ice,  before  fuch  an  attempt  had  beea 
deemed  prafticable.  This  unexpefted  fight  threw  the 
befipgers  into  the  utmoft  confternation,  which  was  not 
Icffcned  when  they  found  the  communication  betwixt 
their  forces  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  river  almoft  in- 
ftantly  cut  off.     Of  this,  general  Carleton  determined  to 

^^y  ^*  take  advantage,  and  therefore,  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  garrifon  now  reinforced  by  a  fmall  detachment 
of  land  forces  and  a  body  of  marines,  marched  out  to  at- 
tack the  provincial  camp.  •  At  the  approach  of  the  king's 
troops,  the  provincials,  ^ho  had  already  begun  a  retreat,, 
fled  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  coijld  not  be  over- 
taken  ;  leaving  behind  them  all  their  artiltery,  fcaling  lad- 
ders, and  other  warlike  implements'  Only  fome  of  the 
fick  were  made  prifoners;  but  fome  other  (hips  of  war 
having  made  their  way  up  the  river  about  the  fame  time> 
took  a  number  of  fmall  veflcls  from  the  enemy,  and  re- 
took the  Gafpec  floop  of  war,  which  they  had  feizcd  in 
ibc  beginning  of  winter* 
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'  ^e  provincials  fufFered  extremely  in  their  retreat.     A  C  H  A  P. 
ininiber  of  iheir  fick*  and  wounded  were  fcattered  about     XIV. 
Ae  woods  and  villages,  not  only  deftitute  of  every  com-  <-  ■  /*  ^ 
fort  neceflary  in  their  miferable  fituation,,but  in  the  ut-      '776. 
moft  dangar  of  perifhing  for  want.     To  prevent  the  me*  migfortunct 
lancholy  fate  which  threatened  thcfe  unhappy  creatures,  of  the  pro- 
general    Carleton  iflued  a  proclamation,   by  which  the  "^iacials. 
proper  officers  were  commanded  to  find  them  out,  and      ^  ^^' 
afford  them   all  neceifary  relief   and    affiftance   at   the 
public  expenfe  ;  at  the  fame  time  afluring  them,  that  as 
foon  as  they  were  recovered,  they  (hould  have  free  liberty 
to  depart.     The  reft  continued  their  retreat  till  they  ar- 
rived at  the  river  Sorel,  where  they  joined    fome  of  the 
reinforcements  that  had  been  marching  to  their  affiftance. 
TheyVer^  now,  however,  extremely  dejefted  •  the  fmali- 
pox  continued  to  rage  with  great  violence  among  them  5 
and  fo  many  reinforcements  had  arrived  to  the  royal  ar- 
my from   England,  that  its  number  was  computed  about 
J 3,000   men.     The  general  rendezvous   was  at  a  place 
called  Trots  Rivieres ^  or  Three  Rivers,  which  lies  half-way 
between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  about  90  miles  from  each. 
It  takes  its  name  from  the  neighbourhood  of  a   large 
branch  of  the  St.  Lawrence,    which  difcharges  itfelf  by 
three  mouths  into  that  vaft"  channel.      The  provincial  ge- 
nerals, however,  notwithftanding  the  many  fevere  checks 
they  had  received,  and  the  immenfe  fuperiority  which 
threatened'  to  overwhelm  them,  were  not  difcouraged 
from  aSIng  on  the  ofFenfive.     As  the  Britifh  and  Briinf- 
wick  troops,  which  had  lately  arrived,  were  now  fepara- 
ted,  abody  of  about  2000    provincials,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  1  homfon,  undertook  to  furprifc  part  of 
them.     Thofe  againft  whom  this  enterprife  was  direfted, 
were  under  the  command  of  general  Frafer,  and  ftation- 
ed  at  Three  Rivers.     Another,  under  the  command  of 
brigadier-general  Nefbit,  lay  at  no  great  dvftance,   on 
board  the  tranfports.     The  main  body,  with  the  generals 
Carleton,  Burgoync,  Philips,  and  Reidefel.    were  in  feve- 
ral  divifions  by  land  and  water,  betwixt  them  and  Quebec. 
The  diftance  from  Sorel  was  about  jo  miles  ;  and  leveral 
armed  (hips,  with  tranfports  full  of  troops,  lay  full  in  the 
^ay.      The  provincials  embarked  at  Sorel  in  50  boats, 
and  coafting  the  fouth  fide  of  what  is  called  the  lake  of 
St.  Peter^  where  the  St.  Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, arrived  at  Nicolet,  whence  they  fell  down  the  river 
by  night,  and  pafled  over  to  the  other  fide,  with  an  inteil'* 
tion  to  attack  the  village  of  Trois  Rivieres  by  a  ftrong  de* 
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CH  A  P.  tachment'on  each  end  at  the  fame  time,  while  two  fraatkr 
XlV*^     ones  were  drawn  up  to  fuppoxt  or. cover  them  ;  and,  it 
^y^V>J  they  proved  fuccefsful,  it  was  propofed  to  deftroy  all  the. 
1776.      veffels  which  lay  near  the  (hore. 

So  many  circumftances  were  neceflary  to  render  this 
entcrprife  fuccefsful,  thac  the  hopes  of  its  taking  place 
muft,  from  the  beginning,  have  been  very  dubious.  An 
hour's  delay  overthrew  tlxe  whole ;  and  thus,  though  the 
provincials  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  fhips  flationed  up 
the  river,  they  were  difcovered  by  the  troops  on  their 
landing.  They  were  accordingly  attacked  by  general 
"''  Frafer,  when  entangled  in  fwamps  and  bad  grounds, 

which  threw  them  at  once  into  confufion.  Several  light. 
Tunc  8,  fix-pounders,  which  were  now  landed  for  the  purpofc, 
played  upon  them  with  great  effeft  ;  and  general  Nefbif 
landed  his  troops  from  the  tranfports  direftly  in  their  way 
back,  fo  that  the  communication  with  their  boats  was  en- 
tirely cut  off*.  In  thefe  defperate  circumftances  they  were 
feverely  galled  by  the  artillery,  and  driven  for  feveral  mile§ 
through  a  deep  fwamp,  in  which  they  waded  with  pro^ 
digious  toil,  and  expofed  to  the  utmoft  danger  and  dif- 
trefs,  until  at  laft  they  reached  a  wood,  which  aferded 
them  a  grateful  ihelter,  and  the  Britifh  troops,  tired  with 
the  purf^it,  returned  to  their  former  ftations.  On 
this  occafion,  general  Thpmfon  himfelf,  with  the  officer 
who  was  fecond  in  comitaand,  and  about  200  of  theif 
men,  were  taken  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  part  of  the. 
jBritifli  was  very  trifling. 

The  provincial  army  in  Canada  being  now  no  longer 
in  a  condition  to  aft  on  the  ofFcnfive,  or  even  to  keep  its 
•ground,  continued  to  retreat  with  the  utmoft  expedition ; 
fo  that,  though  purfued  with  all  poffible  diligence  by  the 
royal  army,  they  never  could  be  overtaken.  In  their 
retreat  they  fet  fire  to  every  thing  combuftible  in  the  forts 
of  St.  John's  and  Chamblee,  which  could  not  be  carried 
pfF,  and  burned  fuch  veffels  as  they  were  not  able  to  drag 
Up  the  rapids  in  their  way  to  Lake  Champlain,  ovdr,  which 
they  inftantly  retreated  to  Crown  Point,  This  difaftrous 
retreat  was  conduced  by  general  Sullivan,  in  which  he 
certainly  (hewed  confidetable  abilities,  as  it  was  effefted 
without  any  great  lofs.  The  provincial  general  received 
the  thanks  of  congrefs  for  the  prudence  v/ith  which  he 
jiad  conduced  himfelf,  and  fot  having  faved  tlieir- ruined 
^rmy  at  a  time,  they  faid,  when  it  was  encumbered  by  a 
vaft  multitude  of  fick,  moft  of  them  ill  of  the  fmall-peit. 
Here  they  remained  in  fecurity  for  the  prcfent,  as  thp 
royal  army,*  for  want  of  proper  veffels,  were  unable  to 
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follow  thenu     The  conftruGmg  of  thefe  was  a  work  of  C  HA  P.  4 
time  and  labour  j  and  even  though  fix  armed  veflels  were     XIV. 
fent   from  England  for  that  purpofe,  it  was  found  im-  ^-     »         ' 
poffible  to  convey  them  up  the  fails  of  Chamblce,  fo  that      ^y^^- 
all  operations  in  that  quarter  were  of  neceffity  fufpended    ' 
for  the  prefent  year. 

As  it  had  been  generally  known,  that  part  of  the  minlf-  Unfuccefs- 
terial  plan  for  the  year  1776,  was  to  make  an  attack  upon  in  favour  of 
the  fouthern  colonieS|  no  means  had  been  left  untried  for  government 
putting  the  town  of  Charleftown  in  a  proper  ftatc  of  de-  jnNof'^- 
fence.     The  colony  of  North-Carolina  was  juftly  efteem-    *''®*"** 
cd  the  weakeft  of  the  whole,  Georgia  alone  excepted  ; 
and  as  it  was  befidcs  infefted  by  thofe  banditti  called  Re* 
gulators,  governor.  Martin  had  formed  a  fcheme  of  mak- 
ing a  confiderable  diver  (Ion  there  in  favour  of  govern- 
ment, which  appeared  more  likely  to  fucceed,  as  fir  Peter 
iParker,  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  having  on  board 
lord  Cornwallis,  with  feven  reginients,  y/cre  to  touch  at 
Cape-Fear  in  North-Carolina,  previous  to  an  attempt  on 
Charleftow:n,  where   they  were  alfo  to  be  joined  by  fir  ^ 
Henry  Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detachment  of  forpes  from 
Bofton. 

We  have  already  feen,  that  this  governor  had  failed  ia 
the  execution  of  his  former  plan,  and  been  obliged  to 
take  refuge  on  board  a  floop  in  Cape-Fear  river ;  how- 
ever, this  did  not  in  any  degree  abate  his  ardour  ;  and  as 
he  had  now  found  means  completely  to  attach  the  Regu- 
lators, as  well  as  the  Highland  emigrants,  who  were  very 
numerous  in  that  province,  to  his  caufe,  he  made  no 
doubt  of  fucccfs,  even  independent  of  the  force  expefted 
from  England.  Several  commiflions  were  granted  to 
thefe  people,  and  one  Mr.  Macdonald  was  appointed  ge- 
neral. A  proclamation  was  alfo  fcnt^  commanding  all 
perfons  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard  under 
general  Macdonald,  which  was  erected  about  the  middle 
of  February. 

The  new  general  aflembled  his  troops  at  a  place  called 
Crofs- Creek,  but  was  inftantly  oppofed  by  the  provincial  .  •  •  x 
general  Moore,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment,  and  fuch,  mi- 
litia as  he  could  fuddenly  collet):.  He  took  his  poll  at  an 
important  place  called  Rock-Fifh-Bridge ;  and  though 
much  inferior  in  numbers,  yet  being  pofleffed  of  fome 
cannon,  he  fortified  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his  ad- 
verfaries  durft  not  attack  him.  On  the  15th  of  Februa-  ^^5.  j^ 
ry,  general  Macdonald  fent  hi"^  a  letter,  inclofing  the 
governor's  proclamation,  and  requiring  hirp,  with  thof<? 
under  his  command,  to  repair  to  the  king's  ftandard,  or 
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C  H  A  P.hc  (hould  be  under  a  neccflity  of  confidcring  them  as  cne- 
XIV.     mies.  On  this  occadon,  however,  the  new  general  fliew- 

^  "y*  '  cd  his  inexperience,  by  fuffering  himfelf  to  be  amufed  by 
'776.  2  negociation,  until  he  w?is  in  danger  of  being  furrounded 
by  the  provincial  forces,  which  were  aflembling  from  all 
quarters,  when  Moore  gave  his  final  anfwer,  informing' 
him,  that  he  and  his  officers  were  engaged  in  the  moft 
honourable  and  glorious  caufe  in  the  world,  viz.  a  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  their  country.  He  reminded  the  • 
emigrants  of  their  ungrateful  behaviour  to  the  people  of 
the  colony,  and  the  general  himfelf  of  an  oath  he  and 
fome  of  his  officers  had  taken  a  (hort  time  before,  that 
they  only  came  to  fee  their  friends  and  relations,  without 
any  concern  whatever  in  public  affairs  5  upon  which  de^  . 
claration  alone  they  were  allowed  to  enter  the  country. 
In  return  to  the  proclamation,  he  f^nt  them  the  teft  pro- 
pofed  by  the  congrefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if  they  fub- 
fcribed  it,  and  laid  down  their  arms,  they  fhould  be  re- 
ceived as  friends ;  but,  if  they  refufed,fuch  confequenccs 
as  they  had  already  held  out  to  his  people  muft  enfue* 

The  Britifh  general  now  peccived  his  danger  j  and, 
therefore,  abruptly  quitted  his  ground,  and  endeavoiired  • 
to  difengage  himfelf  as  faft  as  poffible.  In  this  he  difco- 
vercd  confiderable  abilities,  by  making  forced  marches, 
paffing  rivers  unexpeiledly,  and  making  the  moft  rapid 
movements.  The  great  defign  was  to  introduce  governor 
Martin,  lord  William  Campbell,  and  general  Clinton, 
who  had  now  joined  them,  into  the  heart  of  the  country, 
by  which  means  he  hoped  that  all  the  back-fettlers  would 
be  united  in  the  royal  caufe,  the  Indians  might  be  brought 
forward,  and  the  loyalifls  meet  with  encouragement  to 
fhew  themfelves.  The  royal  army,  however,  if  we  may 
call  them  by  that  name,  were  fo  clofely  purfiied  by  dif- 

^  fercnt  bodies  of  provincial  troops,  that  McDonald  was  at 

laft  obliged  to  engage  a  colonel  Cafwel,  with  about  1000 
miliiJiaaiid  minute-men,  at  a  place  called  Moore'srCreek- 
Bridge,'whcre  they  had  thrown  up  an  entrenchment.  The 
FcU.  a;.  Highlanders  began  the  attack  with  great  fury  ;  but  fome 
of  their  braveft  officers  being  killed  in  the  firft  onfet,  par- 
ticularly M*Leod,  the  fecond  in  command,  their  ardour 
foon  cooled ;  and,  according  to  the  provincial  accounts, 
,  they  dcferted  their  general,  who  was  taken  prifoner,  with 

almoft  all  his  officers.— The  reft  were  totally  broken 
♦and  difperfed,  and  the  vidlory  on  the  part  of  the  provin- 
cials every  way  complete.  Their  leaders  were  fcnt  to 
different  prifons,  and.  fuch  &1lri6l  watch  kept  over  the 
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pebplc  of  the  province,  th^t  no  effort  in  favour  of  govern-  CHAP. 
ment  could  ever  afterwards  be  made.  "  XIV. 

This  engagement  happened  on  the  27th  of  Febtua-  ^ v— — ' 

Tj  I  but  it  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  May,  that  fir  Pe-      ^776 
tcr  iParker*s  fquadron  arrived  at  Cape- Fear.    Though  they  ^J^^"  pedil 
had  failed  from  Portfmouth  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1775,  t^^^"  againfl 
they  had  been  delayed  tinexpededly  in  Ireland,  a»d  after-  Charles. 
wards  by  adverfe  weather.     Here  they  found  general  ^^^^^' 
Clinton,  who  had  already  been   at  New-York  and  Vir- 
ginia i  but  finding  that  no  fervice  could  be  effeftcd  at 
cither  of  thefe  places,  had  now  come  thither  to  wait  for 
them. — 'It  was  here  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Charleftown.     A  vcffel  had  indeed  been  difpatched  by 
general  Howe  from  Halifax,  defiring  them  to  proceed  to 
the  northward.     The  ihip,  however,  unluckily  met  with 
fuch  delays,  that  (he  did  not  arrive  at  Cape-Fear  till  after 
their  departure. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  Bridfli  fleet  Anchored  off  !«"«• 
Charleftown.  The  naval  force  confided  of  the  Briftdl, 
I  the  admiral's  fhip,  of  50 'guns;  the  Experiment,  of  the 
fame  force ;  the  Active,  Solebay,  and  Syren  frigates,  of  28 
guns  each ;  the  Sphynx,  of  20 ;  a  hired  armed  Ihip  of 
22  ^  a  fmall  floop  of  war,  an  armed  fchooner^  and  the 
Thunder  bomb-ketch.  The  land  forces  were  command- 
ed by  general  Clinton,  lord  Cornwallis,  and  brigadier-ge- 
neral Vaughan.  The  Americans  were  commanded  by 
general  Lee,  who  had  been  the  con  dan  t  antagonift  of 
Clbton  ever  fince  he  left  Boflon.  When  the  Britifh  jge- 
neral  touched  at  New- York,  fuch  v/as  the  aftivity  and 
diligence  of  the  provincials,  headed  by  general  Lee,  that 
he  found  no  place  open  10  attack.  On  his  arrival  at  Vir- 
,  gii;iia,  he  found  every  thing  in  the  fame  ftate#  When  he 
came  to  Cape-Fear,  in  North  Carolina,  the  fame  general 
was  prefent,  and.  in  the  fame  (late  of  preparation.  And 
now,  on  his  arrival  at  Charleftown,  the  fame  opponent 
ptefented  himfelf,  feemingly  as  well  prepared  for  his  re- 
ception as  ever. 

The  fleet  found  fome  difliculty  in  pafling  Charleftown 
bar;  nor  could  the  large  ihips,  even  though  they  were 
lightened  by  taking. out  their  guns,  effe£i:  their  paffagc 
without  touching  the  ground.  After  this  difficulty  was 
got  over,  they  found  the  paffage  to  Charleftown  com- 
manded by  a  fort  on  Sullivan's  ifland,  about  fix  miles  be- 
low the  town.  This  fort  was  of  fo  late  a  date,  that  the 
works  at  that  time  were  not  in  any  ftate  of  perfeftion,  and 
arc  faid  to  have  been  reprefented  to  the  Britifli  generalg 
as  much  more  imperfe£t  than  they  really  were.    It  beings 
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CHAP,  however,  juftly  confidered  as  the  key  to  Charleftown  har- 
XIV.     hour,  its  acquifition  became  an  objeft  of  great  confe- 
K^y^)rs^.  quence  ;  and  it  was  not  expefted  that  the  raw  American 
i77<$.      militia,  by  whom  it  was  defended,  cpuld  make  any  great 
oppofition.     The  troops  were  landed  on  Long  Hlznd,  to 
the  eaftward  of  Sullivan's,  from  which  it  is  feparated  on- 
ly by  fome  fhoals,  and  a  creek  called  the  Breach^  deemed 
paffable  at. low  water,  the  ford  being  reprcfented  to  the 
Britifli  officers  as  only  eighteen  inches  deep  in  that  ftate. 
The  provincials  had  polled  fome  forces,  with  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon,  near  the  north-eaftern  extremity  of  Sullivan's 
ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  from  the  fort,  where 
they  threw  up  works  to  prevent  the  paflagc  of  the  royal 
army  over  the  Breach.     General  Lee  was  encamped  with 
a  corifiderable  body  of  troops  on  the  continent,  at  the 
.  back  and  to  the  northward  of  Sullivan's  iiland,  with  which 
he  held  a  communication  by  means  of  a  bridge  of  boats, 
and  could  by  that  m.eans,  at  any  time^  march  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  his  force,  to  fupport  the  poft  above  men- 
tioned at  the  extremity  of  Sullivan's  ifland. 

As  Long  Iiland  confifts  entirely  of  naked  burning  fand, 
the  troops  were  exceedingly  incommoded  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun  ;  nor  did  they  fuffer  lefs  from  the  badnef»  of  the 
water,  and  the  unwholefome  quality  of  their  provifions. 
In  this  difagreeable  fituation  they  were  confined  till  the 
28th  of  June,  before  any  attack  could  be  lazdc ;  and  du- 
ring this  interval,  the  provincials  had  applied  themfelves 
witjh  the  utmoft  afliduity  to  the  completing  of  their  works. 
Jiinc  «8,  rpjjg  attack  was  begun  by  throwing  flicHs  into  the  fort 
from  the  bomb-ketch ;  and|  about  eleven  o'clock,  the 
fliips  of  war  and  frigates,  having  got  up  diredlly  againft 
the  fort,  commenced  a  moft  dreadful  cannonade.  The 
Sphynx,  Adieon,  and  Syren,  were  ordered  to  the  weft- 
ward,  to  take  their  ftation  between  Sullivan's  ifland  and 
Charleftown,  partly  to  enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort,  and 
partly,  if  pofCble,  to  cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  ifland  and  the  continent,  which  would  of  courfe  cut 
off  the  retreat,  as  well  as  all  fuccours  from  the  garrifon, 
and  pan]y  to  prevent  any  attempts  that  might  be  made  by 
fire-fhips  or  otherwifc,  to  interrupt  the  grand  attack. 
This  defjgn^  however,  mifcarried  through  the  unflcilful- 
nefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled  all  the  three  (hips  of  war 
among  fhoals,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  evcty  one  of  them 
ftuck  faft ;  and  the  Afteon,  which  could  not  be  got  ofi^j 
was  fet  on  fire  next  morning,  left  fhe  fhould  become 
pr^y  to  the  enemy. 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  provincials  in  the  fort  ftoodCHAP* 
dicir  ground  with  the  greateft  bravery,  and  firing  delibe-  XIV. 
ratdy  with  a  good  aim,  did  proportionable  execution.  ^^y^Y\J 
The  {hips  were  almoft  torn  to  pieces;  the  fprings  of  the  ^77S* 
Briftors  cable  were  cut  by  the  (hot,  fo  that  (he  lay  fot 
feme  time  expofed  to  the  enemies  fire,  and  was  dreadfully 
raked*  Captain  Morris,  though  he  had  received  a  num- 
ber of  woiindsj  ftill  kept  his  place,  until  at  lad  his  arm 
Was  (hot  ofF,  in  which  miferable  condition  he  was  carried  - 
off  the  quarter-deck,*  and  died  in  about  a  week  after. — ' 
The  quarter-deck  of  the  Briftol*  was  faid  at  one  time  to 
be  cleared  of  eVery  perfon  but  the  commodore  himfelf  j 
all  the  reft  being  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  flaughter 
on  board  the  Britifti  (hips  was  dreadful;  but  there  is  great 
reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  a. true  ftate  of  this  unfuccefsful 
enterprife  was  never  publifhed  in  this  country.  By  the 
provincial  and  other  accounts  it  was  faid,  that  the  bomb- 
ketch  was  placed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  be  of  any  fer- 
vice ;  which  being  perceived  by  eolonel  James,  the  prin- 
cipal engineer,  he  unfortunately  thought  to  remedy  the 
defeft,  by  putting  an  additional  quantity  of  powder  into 
each  mortar;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  the 
mortar-beds  were  damaged  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no 
more  than  about  60  (hells  could  be  thrown.  During  all 
the  time  of  the  attack  by  fea,  no  attempt  was  made  by 
the  land  forces  on  Long  liland  to  pafs  over  to  their  af- 
fiftance,  the  reafon  of  which  was  never  underftood.  The 
gazette  account  alledged,  that  they  were  ftopped  by  too 
great  a  depth  of  water,  where  they  expe^^ed  to  have 
paifed  almoft  dry-(hod.  It  is  impoflible,  however,  to  fup- 
pofe, that  fo  many  experienced  officers  could  have  re** 
maincd  for  fuch  a  length  of  time  in  the  ifland,  without 
taking  proper  meafurcs  for  al'certaining  the  depth  of  the 
channel,  through  which  they  knew  very  well  it  was  e(^ 
fentially  neceflary  for  them  to  pafs.  A  more  probable 
caufe  was  that  alledged  in  feme  private  accounts,  that 
general  Lee  had  made  fuch  excellent  difpofitions  of  maik- 
ed  batteries,  &c.  that  the  troops  maft  have  been  cut  off 
had  they  ventured  an  attack.  During  the  time  oithc  en- 
gagement the  fort  continued  filcnt  for  about  an  hour;  at 
D^ich  time,  fir  Peter  Parker  and  others  were  of  opinion, 
that  it  might  have  been  taken,  if  the  troops  could  have 
made  good  their  landing.  The  provincials  accounted  for 
this  filence  by  the  want  of  powder  in  the  fort ;  and  the 
event  feemed  to  juftify  their  aflertion,  as  the  fire  after- 
wards commenced  as  feverely  as  before,  and  continued 
till  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  the  Britiih  commander. 

Vol.  V.  O  2 
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CH  AP.  finding  all  hU  efforts  unfuccer$ful,  thought  proper  to  te* 
XIV.     tire.    The  Americans,  on  this  occafion,  boafted  of  their 
Hy^V\^  heroes-    A  ferjcant  obferving  the  flag-ftaff  fliot  away  in 
<77<^      the  beginning  of  the  adion,  jumped  from  one  of  the  em- 
brafures  upon  the  beach»  took  up  the  flag,  and  fixing  it 
on  a  fponge-ftafF»  put  it  in  its  proper  place,  in  the  midft 
of  the  dreadful  fire  already  mentioned.    For  this  diftiiw 
guiflied  a£l  of  bravery  he  was  prefented  with  a  fword.by 
the  Congrefsir    Another,  while  exerting  himfelf  in  a  very 
didinguiihed  manner,  was  cruelly  Ihattered  by  a  cannon* 
ball.  When  about  to  expire,  «  My  friends,"  fays  he,  "  I 
am  dying,  but  don't  let  the  caufe  of  liberty  expire  with 
acre."    Colonel  Moultrie,  who  commanded  in  the  fort,  re- 
ceived great  applaufe  for  hi»  diftingui(hed  bravery  and 
condu£l  in  the  defence  of  the  place. 
SucccfTcsof     Thus  failed  one  part  of  the  minifterial  plan  for  the  year 
c\i^ie?on     177^3  viz.  the  attempt  on  the  fouthern  colonies.    The 
againft  the  othcr  two  were  an  Invafion  of  the  northern  provinces 
provincials.  fjQin  Canada,  and  an  expedition  againft  the  city  of  New- 
York.    The  condu£i  of  the  former  was  given  to  general 
Burgoyne  j  the  latter  to  general  Howe.    From  the  attack 
on  New- York  great  advantages  were  expefled.    Its  cen- 
tral poiition  would  enable  the  Britifli  generals  to  carry  on 
the  war  with  equal  facility,  either  in  Conne£licut  or  in 
the  fouthern  provinces,  and  to  quit  or  vary  the  fcene  of 
a£iion  as  they  pleafed  ;  while  its  maritime  fituation,  being 
moftly  inclofcd  with  iflands,  not  only  promifed  to  enfure 
fucceis  originally,  but  to  afford  an  eafy  defence  and  pro- 
tedion  by  the  fhips  of  war.  By  a  junfkion  of  the  army 
from  Canada  with  that  under  general  Howe,  it  was  alfo 
propofed  to  diftrefs  the  colonies  in  the  moft  effe£tual  man- 
ner, by  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  nor- 
thern and  fouthern  provinces ;  and  the  abundant  fertility 
and  plenty  of  the  province  of  New*  York,  feemed  to  ren-^ 
der  it  a  moft  eligible  ftation  for  any  body  of  troops. 

While  the  Britifh  northern  a^my  remained  in  Canada, 
general  Carleton,  as  head  of  the  province,  took  the  com* 
mand.  The  obftacles  to  his  progrefs  we^have  already  men- 
tioned. The  fix  veffels  which  arrived  from  England  had 
been  taken  to  pieces,  in  order  to  be  carried  over  land,  in 
thofe  places  whcfre  they  could  not  be  navigated ;  befides 
which,  24 others,  30  longboats,  a  number  of  flait-bot- 
tomed  boats,  a  gondola  weighing  30  tons,  wi^  aW>ul  400 
batteaux,  were  to  be  conftru£led^  in  order  to  convey  the 
troops  acrofs  the  lake  Champlain.  In  this  arduous  under- 
taking not  only  the  Britifli  feamen  and  foldiers  were  in- 
ceffantly  employed^  but  the  Canadian  peafants  and  farmers 
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were  taken  from  their  rural  employmentSy  and  forced  in-  C  H  AP. 
ta  the  fcTTice  of  his  majeftjr.  With  all  the  diligence,  how-    XTV. 
ver,  that  fuch  a  number  of  hands  could  ufc,  it  was  not  till^— ^v- ^ 
the  month  of  Odlober  that  the  fleet  was  in  a  condition  to     '77^- 
tranfport  the  troops  acrofs  Lake  Champlain.    It  was  con- 
duced by  captain  Pringle,  and  the  ihips  of  war  navigated 
hf  upwards  of  700  excellent  feamen,  of  whom  200  were 
iroluHteers  from  the  tranfports.  The  guns  were  ferved  by 
detachments  of  men  and  officers  belonging  to  the  corps 
of  artillery.  The  enemy's  force  was  by  ho  means  equiva- 
lent, either  in  number  or  goodnefs ;  nor  had  it  been  in 
their  power,  notwithftanding  the  great  lapfe  of,  time,  to 
remedy  any  of  thofe  eflential  defers,  in  any  effedual 
manner,   for  want  of  timber^  artillery,  and  carpentery 
fldlled  in  (hip*building. 

On  the  nth  of  Oftober,  the  provincial  fleet,  confift-  oa.  n. 
ing  of  fifteen  armed  veflfels,  was  difcovered  in  an  advan- 
Ugeous  pofition,  between  the  ifland  of  Valicour  and  the 
Weftem  Main ;  by  the  former  of  which  they  were  fo 
well  concealed,  that,  had  it  not  been  by  accident,  they 
might  have  been  paflTed  by  without  notice.  In  the  engage- 
ment which  now  enfued,  colonel  Arnold,  though  on  a 
different  element,  fupported  the  chara£):er  he  had  juftly 
acquired  by  land ;  but,  being  exceedingly  inferior  in  all 
rcfpefts  to  the  enemy,  he  was  obliged  to  take  advantage 
f f  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  in  order  to  fave  his  fleet  from 
total  deftru£iion.  The  fate  which  he  dreaded,  however, 
vas  not  diftant.  He  was  overtaken,  in  two  days,  and 
compelled  to  (land  another  engagement.  The  viAory 
gained  by  the  Britifli,  on  this  oecafion,  was  much  more 
complete.  Some  of  the  head  moil  veflfels  efcaped  to  Ticon- 
derago ;  one  galley  was  taken  %  and  thus  Arnold,  with  a 
fmgle  galley,  and  five  gondolas^  was  left  to  encounter  the 
whole  Britifh  force.  After  a  defperate  refiftaince,  finding 
it  utterly  impoflible  to  cope  with  fo  great  a  power,  he  run 
the  galley  in  which  he  himfclf  was,  with  the  other  vcflTels, 
on  ihore  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he  could  not  be  prevented 
from  blowing  them  up,  and  making  his  efcape,  with  all 
the  people  on  board.  General  Carleton  immediately  took 
pofl^ffion  of  the  ruins  of  Crown*Point^  for  the  provincials 
there,  on  the  firll  news  of  the  defeat  of  their  fleet,  had 
evacuated  the  place,  fct  fire  to  the  houfes,  and  deftroyed 
every  thing  they  could  not  carry  oflF.  Here  he  continued 
till  the  end  of  the  month,  and  even  advanced  to  within  a 
fmall  diftance  of  Ticonderago ;  but  the  difficulty  of  forc- 
ing that  (Irong  pod,  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  and 
^e  iinpoffibility  of  keeping  up  a  communication  during 
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CHAP*  the  wintei^with  Canada,  induced  him  at  laft  to  retire  in* 
XIV.     to  that  province,  where  he  cantoned  his  troops  in  the  beft 
V"  "y    ^  manner  he  could. 

1776.  The  ill  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  provincial  arms 

cicdarc9*thc  ^"  Canada,  did  not  in  any  degree  damp  the  general  fpirit 
colonics  in  of  the  people.  Matters  had  now  been  carried  to  fuch 
dependent,  extremities,  that  little  hope  of  a  reconciliation  feemed  to 
remain.  About  the  middle  of  May,  therefore,  the  con^ 
*^'  grefs  began  to  put  in  execution  the  fcheme  with  which 
they  had  been  fo  long  charged  on  this  fide  of  the  Atlan- 
tic ;  namely,  that  of  declaring  the  colonies  independetit^ 
apd  feparating  irom  Britain  entirely.  As  a  proper  intro« 
du<S):ion  to  a. declaration  of  this  kind,  a  circular  letter,  or 
manifefto,  was  fent  through  the  different  colonies,  in 
which  was  fet  forth  the  neceflity  of  fuppreffing  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown  entirely,  and  taking  all  the  powers 
of  government  into  their  own  hands.  In  fupportof  this 
pofition,  they  inftanced  the  prohibitory  ad,  by  which 
they  were  excluded  from  the  proteftion  of  the  crown  j 
the  rejeftion  of  their  petitions  for  redrefs  p.f  grievanpea 
and  reconciliation;  and  the  intended  exertion  of  all  the 
force  of  Britain,  aided  by  foreign  mercenaries,  for  th^ir 
deftruftion.  They  concluded  with  a  recommendation 
to  thofe  colonies,  whofe  government  was  not  already 
fufficiently  well  fettled,  to  proceed  to  the  cftablifliment 
of  fuch  a  form  as  was  ncceflary  to  the  internal  p^ace  of 
the  country,  and  the  prefent  cj^igency  of  affairs  5  for  tbe 
defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  ag^inft  the 
hoftile  invafions  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  enemies. 
This  addrefs  proved  univerfally  acceptable,  except. ^n 
the  provinces  of  P^nnfylyania  and  Maryland ;  and  the  de* 
pMties  fent  to  congrefs  from  the  latter  even  left  the  af- 
fembly,  after  voting  peremptorily  againft  independence. 
The  fituation  of  thefe  provinces,  however,  was  extsemely 
cmbarraffing,  and  the  arguments  on  both  lide$  fuch  ^s 
might  have  puzzled  the  mod  quick- fighted  politiciam. 
On  the  one  hand,  the  feparation  from  Great  Britain,  even 
fuppofing  that  it  could  be  inftantly  accomplifhed,  muft 
be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies.  The  prote£tion 
of  the  great  parent  ftate,  and  the  utility  of  the  power  of 
^  common  fovereign  to  balance  fo  many  feparate,.  and 
probably  difcordarit  common  wealths,  befides  many  politi*- 
cal  and  commercial  advantages  derived  from*  the  union 
with  Britain,  were  felf- evident.  On  the  other  hand,  they 
ppnfidered  their  liberty  as  their  greateft  good,  without 
which  all  other  advantages  were  of  no  value.  Were  they 
(9  fttbn^it  to  ^  great  Handing  ^tmj,  confining  of  fomgzideri 


G  E  O  R  G  E    III.  tSy 

as  veil  as  Engliflimen,  and  even  partly  of  their  own  CHAP. 
flavcs,  what  terms  could  they  hope  for  ?  The  moment    XTV. 
they  laid  down  their  arms,  they  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  ^—  "v-  -^ 
ihc  enemy.     But,  to  what  purpofe  did  they  take  up  thefc    '776. 
arms  ?  If  to  fecurc  their  liberty,  then,  (hould  they  lay 
them  down  without  any  fecurity,  fuch  an  a£l  muft  be  fup* 
pofed  an  acknowledgment  that  their  firft  refiftancc  was 
rebellion,  and  the  pardon  offered  was  the  only  fecurity 
for  the  future,  or  fatisfa6tion  for  tjie  prefent  they  could 
cxpeft.  As  Britain,  therefore,  had  uniformly  rejefted  their         , 
entreaties,  and  now  abandoned  them  to  plunder  without 
remorfe,  except  on  unconditional  fnbmiffion,  it  was  plain* 
ly  by  war  alone  that  their  objeft  was  to  be  gained. 

Another  weighty  confideration  was,  that  as  long  as  they 
acknowledged  the  claims  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
their  councils  and  generals  would  be  equally  deilitute  of 
authority  civil  or  military  ;  the  war  they  carried  on  muft 
be  feeble,  irregular,  and  unfucccfsful  ^  orders  would  be 
given  which  nobody  would  obey,  and  confpiracies  and 
mutinies  formed,  which  none  could  have  a  juft  power  to 
pttaifh  or  reprefs.  Neither  would  any  foreign  power  fup- 
port  them  againft  the  hoftiie  attempts  of  Great- Britain, 
and  fo  many  foreign  powers  as  fhe  had  called  to  her  af- 
fiftance,  as  long  as  they  held  themfelvcs  to  be  her  fubje£ts. 
"  We  do  not  break  the  connexion,"  faid  they ;  <«  it  is  al- 
ready broken  and  diflblved  by  ad:  of  parliament ;  and, 
thus  abandoned,  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  not  only  per- 
mit, but  demand  of  us,  to  provide  every  internal  and  ex- 
ternal means  for  our  prefervation." 

Thefe  arguments  in  favour  of  liberty,  nowfeconded  by 
the  enmity  againft  the  mother-country,  which  had  begun 
to  take  place  in  the  minds  of  moft  people,  foon  decided 
the  matter.  The  Maryland  delegates  were  inftrufted  to 
rcturnto  the  congrefs,  and  aft  there  as  they  found  moft 
proper  for  the  inter  efts  of  their  country.  In  Pennfylvania 
the  matter  had  been  fairly  debated  in  their  provincial  af- 
fanblies,  where  it  was  carried  by  vaft  majorities,  that  the 
delegates  fliould  agree  to  the  determinarions  of  congrefs. 
The  4th  of  July,  1 7  76,  announced  the  ereftion  of  this  new 
empire  The  declaration  of  independence  was  perf eft-  i^J^* 
jy  confonant  to  their  circumftances,  and  is  by  no  means 
inferior  to  any  manifefto  of  chat  kind  publiihed  in  any 
age  or  in  any  country. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  conftancy  both  of  the  rulers  Great  ar- 
Mid  fubjefts  of  the  new  ftatc  were  put  to  a  fevere  trial,  mamcnt 
Immediately  after  the  repulfe    at  Charleftown,  a  moft  ^PP^JJ*^^^^ 
formidable  armament  appeared  before  New- York.    This  York.  *^" 
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CHAP,  was  compofcd of  Ac  fleet  and  army  which  had  left Bot. 
XIV.     ton,  along  with  the  new  raifed  forces  in  Britain,  and 

\^y-Y^U  i3»ooo  Hcflians  and  "Waldeckers.  The  whole  number 
1775.  deftined  to  a£k  on  this occaiion  was  not  lefs  than  35,000 
men  ;  though  all  thefe  never  were  at  any  time  brought 
into  one  engagement.  The  force,  however,  was  very 
formidable,  and  fuch  as  had  never  before  appeared  in  any 
part  of  America  i  nor  was  it  perhaps  ever  exceeded  by  any 
£ttropean  army  of  equal  number,  whether  we  conlider 
the  goodnefs  of  the  troops,  the  abundant  provifion  of  all 
manner  of  military  ftores  and  materials,  or  the  excellence 
and  number  of  artillery  of  all  kinds.  It  was  befides  fup« 
ported  by  a  very  numerous  fleet,  particularly  well  adapte4 
to  the  nature  of  the  fervice.  The  condu^  of  the  expe- 
dition by  fea  and  land  was  given  to  admiral  lord  Howe, 
and  his  brother  the  general ;  men  of  approved  valour  and 
experience,  who  had  already  fignalifed  themfelves  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country.  The  latter  having  become  im- 
patient of  his  (lay  at  Halifax,  where  he  not  only  could  be 
of  no  fervice  to  his  country,  but  could  not  even  find  quar- 
ters for  his  troops,  fet  fail  from  that  place  on  the  loth  of 
June,  and  near  the  end  of  that  month  arrived  at  Sandy 
Hook,  a  point  of  land  that  ftands  at  the  entrance  of  that 
confluence  of  bays,  founds,  and  creeks  which  are  farmed 
by  the  ifland  of  New- York,  Staten,  and  Long  Iflands,  the 
continent  on  each  fide,  with  the  North  and  Rariton  rivers. 
On  their  paflTage  they  were  joined  by  fix  tranfports,  with 
Highland  troops  on  board,  which  had  been  feparated  fr&m 
their  companions  by  the,  way ;  and  foon  after  they  ieam- 
J5d,  that  feveral  of  the  miffing  flaps,  with  450  men  on 
board,  had  been  taken  by  the  American  cruizes.  Finding 
New-York  and  Long  Iflands  too  well  fortified  for  him  to 
make  any  attempt  with  the  force  under  his  command, 
general  Howe  determined  to  land  on  Staten  Ifland,  which 
being  of  lefs  confequence,  had  not  been  attended  to. 
Here,  therefore,  he  difembarked  his  men  without  oppofi^ 
tion,  to  the  great  joy  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  had 
been  fufferers  on  account  of  their  loyalty  ;  and  the  troops 
being  cantoned  in  villages,  were  plentifully  fupplied  with 
the  refrcfiiments  of  which  they  had  ftood  very  much  in 
need.  He  had  been  met  at  Sandy  Hook  by  governor  Try- 
on,  with  feveral  well  afl^edled  gentlemen,  who  had  taken 
refuge  with  him  on  board  a  fliip,  and  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived a  full  account  of  the  ftrengthof  the  enemy,  as  well 
as  of  the  ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  province.  The  ap* 
pearance  of  fixty  per fons  from  New-Jerfey,  who  came  to 
it^ke  arm9  in  the  royal  caufe,  with  200  of  th^  mUitia  ^^^r 
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bodied  for  the  fame  purpofe,  gave  great  fatisfaftion,  and  CH  AP.r 
was  thought  to  be  an  omen  of  future  fuccefs.  XIV. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Greneral  Howe  at  Statcn  Ifland,  i^/"Y\J 
be  was  joined  by  his  brother^  who  had  likewife  been  at    rV^^ 
Halifax.     On  the  i4thof  July,  he  fent  aihore  a  circular   J"  ^  *  " 
letter  to  the  late  governors  of  the  colonies^  in  which  he 
leqaefted)  that  they  would  make  as  public  as  poflible  a  de-> 
daration  which  accompanied  iti     In  this  he  informed  the 
people  of  the  powers  with  which  himfelf  and  his  brother 
were  invefted,  of  granting  general  or  particular  pardons, 
to  sm  thofe  who,  in  the  general  tumult  and  diforder  of  the 
times,  might  have  deviated  from  their  juft  allegiance,  and 
who  were  willing,  by  a  fpeedy  returni  to  their  duty,  to 
reap  the  benefits  of  the  royal  favour ;  and  of  declaring  any    . 
colony,  province,  county,  town,  port,  diitrifb,  or  place, 
to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majefly ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
penal  provifions,  of  the  prohibitory  bill  were  to  ceafe  in 
their  favour.     Due  confideration  was  alfo  promifed  to  the 
fervices  of  thofe  who  (hould  contribute  to  the  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquility*     Thefc  papers  being  tranfmit- 
ted  to  congrefs,  were,  by  them,  inftantly  publiflied  in  the 
ncwfpapers,  with  a  refolution  of  their  own,  in  which  they 
declared,  that  the  intention  of  publifhing  them  was,  that 
Ac  people  of  the  United  States  might  be  informed  of 
what  nature  are  the  commiffioners,  and  what  the  terms, 
with  the  expe£lation  of  which  the  court  of  Great*Britain 
had  attempted  to  amufe  and  difaroi  them ;  and  that  the 
few  who  ftill  remained  fufpended  by  a  hope  founded  on 
either  the  juftice  or  moderacion  of  that  court,  might  now 
at  lafl;  be  convinced,  that  the  valour  of  their  country  alon^ 
can  now  fave  its  liberties. 

About  this  time  alfo,  lord  Howe  fent  fome  of  his 
officers,  with  a  letter  direded  To  George  H^aflfington,  Efq  ; 
which,  however,  the  provincial  general  refufed  to  receive, 
becaufe  it  was  not  direded  to  him  with  the  title  and 
form  due  to  the  rank  he  held  under  the  United  States* 
The  congrefs  exceedingly  applauded  this  ftatelinefs  of  be- 
haviour, and  gave  dire^ions  that,  for  the  future,  none  of 
their  commanders  (hould  receive  any  letter  or  mefiaga 
from  the  enemy,  but  fuch  as  were  dire£ied  to  them  in  the 
charaders  which  they  refpe£lively  fuflained. 

General  Howe,  ftill  willing,  notwithftanding  the  refu- 
fal  of  his  brother's  letter,  to  have  fome  corrcfpondencc 
with  his  antagonift,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  fave  the  ho- 
nour of  Britain,  by  tacitly  charging  him  with  being  a  re- 
bel, fent  a  letter  by  adjutant-general  Paterfon,  addrefled 
To  George  JVaft)ington^  &c.  &c.  &G*     The  adjutant  was 
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CHAP,  received  by  general  Waftiington  with  great  militaTy  ftafc  i 
XiV.  but,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  utmoft  pohtenefs ;  the 
V-oos^  ufual  ceremony  of  blindfolding,  as  he  pafTed  through  the 
1776.  fortifications,  being  difpenfed  with.  General  Paterfdn 
regretted,  in  the  name  of  his  principals,  the  difficulties 
which  had  arifen  with  refpeft  to  addreffing  the  letters  -f 
declared  their  high  efteem  for  his  pcrfon  and  character, 
and  that  they  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  refpeft 
due  to  his  rank  5  and  that  it  was  hoped  the  et  ctterds 
would  remove  any  impediments  to  their  correfpondencc^ 
It  was  replied,  however,  that  a  letter  dir€£l:cd  to  anypct- 
fon  in  a  public  character  (hould  have  fomc  defcrtption  or 
indication  of  it,  otherwife  it  would  appear  a  mere  private 
letter :  That  it  was  true,  the  et  ceterds  impKcd  every 
thing  J  but  it  was  equally  true,  that  they  would  imply  any 
thing  ;  and  that  he  fliould  abfdutely  decline  any  letter 
'  dire^ed  to  him  as  a  private  perfon,  while  it  rektted  to  his 
public  ftation.  A  long  cotiferencc  then  enfued  on  the 
iubje£l:  of  prifoners,  and  the  complaints  th«it  had  been 
made  concerning  their  treatment  by  both  parties^  after 
which  the  fubjedl  of  reconciliation  was  again  taken  up^ 
General  Paterfon  obferved,  that  the  commiffioners  were 
invcfted  with  great  powers ;  that  they  would  derive  the 
greateft  pleafure  from  effefting  an  accommodation  5  and 
that  he  himfelf  wiflied  to  have  this  vifit  confidered  as  an 
advance  towards  fo  defirable  an  obje£l.  In  his  asfwer, 
however,  general  Wafhington,  among  odier  things,  ob- 
ferved, that,  by  what  had  yet  appeared,  their  powers  were 
only  to  grant  pardons  :  but  that  thofe  who  had  commit* 
ted  no  fault  wanted  no  pardon  5  anrd  that  they  thena- 
fclves  were  only  demanding  wlrat  they  de^^med  their  in- 
difputable  right.  This  converfation  put  an  end  t»  all 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  for  the  prcftnt ;  and  both  par- 
ties prepared  to  decide  the  matter  by  the  fword. 

By  reafon  of  the  delay  in  colleding  the  Britith  forces, 
•  ,;  lg  ^t  was  not  till  towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  that  any  thing 
tiefcattd  at  ^^  importance  could  be  attempted.  Being  now,  however, 
J  .ong-        joined  by  fir  Peter  Parker,  general  Clinton,  with  the  fqua- 
ifland.        jii^n  and  forces  from  Gharleftown,  as  well  as  fome  regi- 
ments from  Florida  and  the  Weft-Indies,  it  was  refolvcd 
to  make  an  attempt  on  LongJfland,  which,  by  reafon  of 
its  extent,  was  lefs  ftrongly  fortified  than  that  on  which 
New- York  is  fituated.    On  the  2 2d  of  the  month,  a  land- 
Aug.  aa.  ^"g  was  effedted  near  Utrecht  and  Gravefend,  on  the 
fouth-weft  end  of  the  ifland.  General  Putnam  was  at  that 
time  encamped  with  a  confiderable  force  at  Brookland  or 
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^McklyHy  at  a  few  miles  cBftance  on  the  liortH  cdaft.  The  C  H  A  Pi 
armies. were  fepacated  hf  a  range  of  hiUs,  covered  with  XIV. 
wood|  which  interfed:  the  country  from  eaft  to  weft,  and,  iy"V\J 
in  that  part»  are  called  the  Heights  of  Guana.  The  direct  >776« 
road  lay  through  a  village  called  Flat^BuJb^  where  the  hills 
commence,  and  near  which  was  one  of  the  mod  important 
pafies;  This,  with  feyeral  others,  the  provincial  generals 
had  ordered  to  be  well  guarded ;  butj  whether  through 
their  own  negligence,  or  that  of  the  officers  to  whom  the 
charge  had  been  committed,  this  one  was  left  open.  It  was 
therefore  oocupiedi  on  the  night  preceding  th«  battle,  by 
general  Clinton,  with  the  whole  van  of  the  army,  con- 
fitting  of  the  light-infantry,  grenadiers,  light«horfe,  referve 
imder  earl  Gornwallis,  and  fome  other  troops,  with  four* 
teen  field*pieces4  The  engagement  was  begun  early  in  th^ 
morning  of  the  a7th}  by  the  Heffians  at  Flat-Buih^  and  Aug.  %i^ 
by  general  Grant  on  the  eoaft,  and  a  brilk  cannonade  and 
tire  of  fmall  arms  was  kept  up  on  both  (ides  for  fome  hours. 
The  (hips,  at  the  fame  time,  made  feveral  motions^  and  at- 
tacked a  battery  on  Red  Hook,  to  call  off  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  as  muth  as  poffible  froni  the  danger  which 
threatened  them  from  general  Clintoni  Certain  and  in- 
evitable deftru£l:ion|  however,  now  approached.  The  van^ 
confiding  of  the  troops  above  mentioned^  Were  followed 
by  the  main^body  under  lord  Piercy,  and  having,  without 
the  leail  danger  or  impediment,  got  between  the  provin- 
cials and  their  lipes^  now  advanced  to  attack  them  in  the 
rear.  The  troops  who  were  engaged  with  die^Heffians  in 
the  left  and  centre,  fij^ft  received  intelligence  of  the  march 
of  the  Britiih  army,  and  of  their  own  danger.  Oa  thi$ 
they  inftantly  began  a  retreat  to  their  camp  $  but  being 
ititercepted  by  the  king's  troops,  they  were  driven  back 
again  to  the  Heffians^  and  thus  alternately  backward  and 
forward  for  feveral  hours.  In  this  defperate  fituation,  fome 
regiments  forced  their  way  to  their  lines,  in  fpite  of  every 
difficulty  \  others  petiihed  in  the  atteitipt.  Some  efcaped^ 
but  many  more  perithed  by  (laying  in  the  woods.  Nof 
was  the  fate  of  their  right  wing,  who  were  engaged  with 
general  Grant,  much  better^  So  late  were  they  in  receiv- 
ing intelligence  of  what  had  pafied,  that  they  were  alfo 
intercepted  in  their  retreat  by  fome  feritifli  troops,  who 
had  traverfed  the  whole  extent  of  country  in  the  rear  of 
Ae  American  army :  the  greater  part  threw  themfelves 
into  a  marih  with  which  their  flank  was  covered,  where 
great  numbers  periflied  mifetably ;  though  fome  made 
their  way  to  the  lines  through  a  violent  fire  of  the  enemy, 
which  greatly  thinned  their  numbers.  The  whole  lofs  of 
Yofc.  V.  Pa 
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CHAP,  the  proyincials  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners,  was  com^' ' 

XIV.    putcd  at  no  lefs  than  3000.  .  Almoft  a  whole  regiment; 

\.>^yx^  confiding  of  young  gentiemeii  of  the  beft  families  in  Ma- 

I776.  .  ryland,  were  entirely  cut  off.  Their  difafter  was  attributed 

to  the  bad  condu£t  of  lord  Stirling,  one  of  theit  com* 

manding  oflScers,  who  was  himfelf  taken  prifoner,  albng 

with  major-general  Sullivan,  brigadier^general  Udell,  and 

ten  other  field  ofBcers. 

On  the  pare  of  the  Britiih,  this  fignal  vi&cfrj  was  Vetf 
cheaply  gained  ;  their  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  tidt'^k^' 
ceeding  350  men,  of  whom  the  former  did  not  amount! 
to  a  fifth  part.  The  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  werft 
acknowledged  to  have  behaved  with  exemplary  bravery .* 
A  letter  from  lord  CornMrallis,  giving  att  account  of  this 
battle,  concludes  thus :  "Such  was  the  cxtrcime  judgment,* 
the  cool  bravery,  the  recoUeftion,  and  the  humanity"^  of 
•  thofc  gallant  brothers  (the  brave  Howes)  that  if  this^ftidn 
were  to  be  repeated,  no  part  of  their  cdndtt<^-  wotld  adi 
mi^of  emendation,  the  whole  being  a  m^fter-piefce  of" 
military  greatnefs." 
\  During  the  continuance  of  this  unfortunate  engage- 

ment, general  Waftiingcon  paflcd  over  from  New- York, 
and  is  faid  to  have  burft  into  the  moft  poignant  exclama-/ 
tion  of  grief,  when  he  faw  the  inevitable  deftrudiionf 
which  involved  fome  of  his  beft  troops.  His  only  care, 
therefore,  now  was,  to  preferve  the  remainder ;  and  even 
^  this  feemed  to  be  a  matter  of  no  little  difficulty,  as  the 

vi£torious  enemy  had  encamped  that  evening  in  front  of 
the  lines,  and  the  next  had  broke  ground  in  form,  at  the 
diftance  of  only  600  yards  from  a  redoubt  which  covered 
the  left  of  the  provincials.  This  arduous  talk,  however, 
was  executed  with  great  ability  and  fuccefs  by  the  provin- 
.  cial  general.    In  the  night  6f  the  19th,  the  troops  were 

*^*  ^'  withdrawn  from  their  camp,  and  all  the  different  parts  of 
their  works,  their  baggage,  ftores,  and  part  of  their  artil- 
lery, conveyed  to  the  water-fide,  and  tranfported  over  a 
broad  ferry  to  New- York,  with  fuch  furprifing  order  and 
iilence,  that  the  Britifh  army  had  not  the  leaft  knowledge 
of  what  paffed,  but  were  furprifed  to  find  the  lines  aban- 
doned in  the  morning,  and  feeing  the  laft  of  the  rear-guard, 

*  On  this  occafion,  a  body  of  proYincials  were  put  to  death  after 
they  had  thrown  down  their  arms,  and  aiked  for  quarter.  The  reafon 
afCgned  for  this  piece  of  feverity  was,  that  they  had  difcharged  their 

Eitccs  before  they  had  aiked  for  quarter.  They  were  told,  that  if  they 
ad  eiped^ed  quarter,  they  ought  to  have  aiked  it  before  they  ^red ; 
but  now  that  they  had  fired,  and  done  ail  the  mifchief  they  c«uld,th^y 
])ad  no  mercy  to  expe<Sl. 
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*  m  a  party  which  liad  retunied  to  carry  6ff  fome  ftores  CHAP, 
which  were  left,  in  their  boats  and  out  of  danger.   .  XIV. 

The  Britifli  generals,  now  fuppofing  that  the  news  of  <^— y'^n-^ 
fuch  a  dreadfiU  difafter  would  intitxiidate  the  oongre£i    ^776. 
into  fubmiflion,  6r,  at  Icaft,  procure  fome  conceiEons,  ^|*^"<^ce^«- 
fent  general  Sullivan  on  his  parole  with  a  meflage  from  tioii!^^**^'*" 
lord  Howe  to  the  congrefs*    In  this  he  fet  fordi,  that 
though  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  that  aflembly  as 
fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  conference 
with  fome  of  their  membdrs,  whom  he  would,  for  the 
prefent,  confider  only  as  private  gentlemen,  and  would 
meet  them  himfelf  at  any  place  they  ihould  appoint.  He , 
had  full  power,  in  conjun^ion  with  the  general,  to  com- 
promiiie  the  difpute  between  Britain  and  America ;  to  ob- 
tain which,  his  departure  had  been  delayed  for  tMro  months  , 
and  coniequently,  his  arrival,  before  the  declaratbn  of  in- 
dependency, prevented  :  that  he  wiihed  a  compa£t  might 
be  fettle^  at  this  time,  when  no  decifive  blow  had  been 
ftruck,  and  neither  party  could  fay  they  were  compelled 
to  enter  into  the  agreement.     To  all  his  propofal^,  how* 
ever,  the  congrefs  retixrned  for  anfwer — that,  being  the 
reprefeotatives  of  the  free  and  independent  States  of  Ame- 
rica, they  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  fend  their  mem- 
bers to  confer  with  him  in  their  private  capacity ;  but^ 
that  a  committee  of  their  body  ihould  be  fent  to  know 
whether  he  was  authorifed  to  treat  with  perfons  appointed 
for  that  purpofe  by  congrefs,  and  to  hear  fuch  propoiitions 
as  he  fliould  think  proper  to  make.  This  proportion  being 
accepted.  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Rutledge, 
were  appointed  a  committee  on  the  occafion,  and  waited 
on  lord  Howe  at  Staten-Ifland ;  but  finding  that  his  lord* 
(hip  was  empowered  only  to  grant  pardons  when  he  thought 
proper,  and  that  his  inftrudlions  were  liable  to  be  altered  at 
the  pleafure  of  parliament,  they  made  theit  report  accord- 
ingly, and  the  negoctation  came  to  nothing. 

Both  parties  now  betook  themfelves  again  to  arms ;  the 
Britiffa  army  iluihed  with  fuccefs,  eager  and  confident  of 
vidiory ;  the  Americans  feverely  checked  and  defpondidg^ 
but  putting  the  utmoft  confidence  in  their  general,  who, 
well  knowing  the  enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  was  hence- 
forth refolved  never  to  venture  an  engagement,  except  on 
the  moft  advantageous  terms.  As  the  royal  army  was  fe-  New-York 
parated  from  New- York  only  by  the  Eatt  river,  they  be-  abandoned 
came  impatient  to  pafs  that  narrow  barrier,  and  therefore,  ^^*J^ff/|' 
were  potted  along  the  banks,  erefting  batteries  wherever  ^^firt. 
they  could  front  the  enemy.    It  was  now  foutid,  that  all 
iht  fortifications  which  the  Americans  had  raifed  were  not: 
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CH#AP.  able  to  rcfift  the  immenre*  force  bv  which  they  were  af« 
XIV .     failed.  Their  batteries  were^every  wnert  filenced,  and  fuch 

Wnr— '  of  the.fmall  iflands  as  aofwercd  the  parpofe  of  the  aflEtil- 
^77^'  ^nt.8|  redficed ;  an  inccflknt  canBonade  was  kept  up  for 
inany  days,  until  at  laft,  every  requifite  for  a  defceht  bei- 
ing  gained,  feveral  movementt  were  made  by  the  fliips  in 
the  North  river,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
enemy  (o  that  fide  of  th^  ifiand  $  while  the  real  objed  of 
attack  was  concealed,  by  feints  made  in  different  places. 
In  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  the  firft  divifion  of  the  arniy, 
under  general  Clinton,  with  earl  CSomwailif,  major-general 
Vaughan,  brigadier-general  Leilie,  and  the  Heilian  colo^* 
siel  Donop,  embarked  at  the  head  of  Newton-Bay,  which 
runs  pretty  deep  into  Long-Ifland,  and  entirely  out  of 
fight  of  the  enemy.  Under  cover  of  five  ftiips  of  war  they 
entered  the  river,  and  proceeded  to  a  plgce  called  Kepp's 
Bay,  about  three  miles  from  Newi-York,  where,  being  left 
expedied  than  in  fome  other  places,  the  fortifications  were 
le&  ftrong,  though  far  from  being  inconfiderable«  A  vehe-f 
ment  fire  from  the  (hips,  however,  foon  drove  the  provin-? 
cials  from  their  works,  and  the  army  landed  without  op*" 
pofition.  On  this  the  enemyanftantly  abandoned  New-f 
York,  retiring  towards  the  north  pan  of  the  ifland  where 
their  principal  force  lay.  They  retreated  with  fuch  preci-i 
pitation  that  they  left  behind  them  all  their  artillery  and 
military  (lores,  which  were  confiderable,  except  in  the  ar-- 
tide  of  gun-powder ;  fome  were  killed,  and  a  number 
taken  pnfoners ;  and  it  was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that 
they  behaved  ill  ^  owing,  as  was  believed,  to  their  not 
having  yet  recovered  from  the  defpon^ency  occa(ioped  by 
^eir  late  defeat. 

llowever,  though  it  appeared  that  the  Americans  had 
not  courage  fairly  to  defend  the  town,  or  even  to  deftroy 
it  while  it  remained  in  their  own  pofle(Gon,  they  no 
fooner  fawit  in  the  pofTefiion  of  his  majeft/s  troops,  than 
they  formed  die  atrocious  defign  of  fetting  it  on  fire.— 
-  Whether  this  was  done  through  the  mere  malevolence  of 
private  incendiaries,  or  had  been  projeded  as  a  fcheme  for 
the  good  of  th  country y  in  order  to  render  theconqueft,,asfar 
as  po(fible,  entirely  ufelefs  to  the  vi£l;ors,  cannot  now  be 
determined;  fie  this  as  it  will,  a  lew  days  after  gen,  Howe 
had  taken  poiTeifion  of  it,  the  incendiaries,  having  pre- 
pared their  combuftibles  with  great  art  and  ingenuity,^ 
took  advantage  of  the  dry  weather,  and  a  bri(k  wind,  to 
iet  fire  to  the  city  about  midnight,  in  feveral  places  at  once« 
The  flames  raged  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  utmoft  ef? 
fe^tg  of  gourage  and  activity,  made  by  the  foldiers  aq4  fdi; 
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1(^9  were  infuificient  to  prevent  a  third  part  of  the  town  CHAP, 
from  being  reduced  toaihes.  Some  of  the  incendiaries  be-    XTV. 
iog  dete£bed,  it  is  faid,  in  the  commiffion  of  the  execrable  u  — ^^.^ 
deed^  were  throipi  headlong  into  the  flames,  or  killed  on     i776« 
die  fpot  by  the  ibldiers. 

On  the  evacuation  of  New- Yprk,  general  Wa(hington 
po&ed  his  army  at  King's  bridge,  on  the  northern  extre-' 
mity  of  the  ifland^  and  on  the,  continent,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  no  attadL  could  be  made  upon  him  with  any  proba- 
bility of  fuccefs.  In  a  fhort  time,  however,  general  Howe 
determined  on  fuch  a  plan  of  operation  as  would  either 
oblige  the  provincials  to  quit  their  ftrong  fituation,  or  ren- 
der their  keeping  it  extremely  precarious.  On  the  12th  of  oa.  1%. 
Odober,  he  ^mbarlced  the  greater  part  of  his  army  on 
board  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  other  fmall  veflels  proper 
for  the  purpofe  $  and  having  fuccefsfully  pafled  a  dange- 
rous ftrait,  called  Hell-^ate^  landed  them  fafely  on  the 
continent,  betwixt  the  provincial  army  and  Conne£bicut, 
leaving  lord  Piercy  encamped  at  Harlem,  with  two  bri- 
gades of  Briti(h,  and  one  of  Heihan  troopsj  to  cover  New- 
York. 

Had  general  Wafhington  commanded  an  army  whom  The  Jerfeys 
he  could  have  trufted,  this  manceuvre  would  have  been  ex-  over-run 
tremeJy  dangerous,  and  the  corps  under  lord  Piercy  would  ^^^'^y* 
have  run  a  great  riik  of  being  cut  off.  Much  dependence, 
however,  ^ts  put  by  the  Britifli  on  the  afllftance  of  the 
fleet,  which,  in  fuch  a  narrow  ifland  (onlvone  mile  broad^ 
though  fixteen  in  length)  would  afford  tne  mod:  efie£lual 
proteflion  almoft  in  any  fituation  to  which  the  army  could 
be  reduced*  By  reafon  of  the  total  want  of  a  marine  force 
on  the  part  of  the  provincials,  therefore,  as  well  as  their 
defpondency  on  account  of  their  late  misfortune,  no  at- 
tempt was  made  upon  that  divifion  of  ihe  royal  army,  fo 
that  general  Howe,  being  now  reinforced  by  a  regiment 
of  light-horfe  from  Ireland,  and  the  fecofid  divifion  of 
Hcflians,  under  Knyphaufcn,  lately  arrived  at  New- York, 
hadleifure  to  take  proper  meafurcs  for  executing  his  de- 
fign,  cither  of  forcing  the  provincial  general  to  a  battle, 
or  enclofing  him  in  the  ftrong  hold  he  poflTefled. 

The  provincials  lay  quiet  in  their  camp  till  fome  partQ^^j.^^! 
of  the  Britifli  general's  defign  was  put  in  execution,  andwaihing- 
the  eaflem  road  to  Connedicut  entirely  fliut  up.  A  move-  *on  rctrcau 
mcnt  now  became  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  well  to  Prevent  ^iJ^***^ 
their  being  totally  inclofed,  as  on  fome  other  accounts. 
They  were  much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  had  very  indiffer- 
ent quarters,  were  infufficiently  clothed,  and  dcftitute  of 
ipipy  Qccefiaries;  particularly  falt^  of  wJiich  their  mag^K 


tgi  HISTORY  OP  ENGLAND. 

CHAP*  zine  had  been  taken.  Pcrcciting,  therefore,  that  the  Bti. 
XIV.     tifli  troops  were  advancing  up  the  country  to  fome  high 

L/^W  grounds  called  the  White-Plains,  in  order  to  cut  off  the 
'776.  upper  road  to  Connecticut,  general  WlCiington  made  a 
grand  movement,  by  which  he  altered  the  pofition  of  his 
arpiy  entirely,  making  it  now  face  the  whole  line  of  march 
of  the  king's  forces  at  a  moderate  diftance,  having  the 
deep  river  Brunx  in  their  front,  and  the  north  river  in 
their  rear ;  the  open  country  betwixt  them  and  the  latter 
afibrding  a  fecure  paflage  for  the  baggage  and  ftores  to 
the  upper  country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for  the  protec- 
tion of  fort  Wafliington,  and  the  lines  they  had  quitted  at 
Harlem  and  Eang's-Bridge. 

Ever  fince  the  evacuation  of  New-York,  frequent  fldlr- 
miihes  had  taken  place  betwixt  detached  parties  in  both 
armies,  which,  though  of  little  moment  as  to  their  imme- 
diate confequence,  had  yet  been  of  coniiderable  impor- 
tance to  the  provincials,  by  removing  the  terror  occafioned 
by  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  royal  army  in  the  late  en- 
gagement. Confiderable  parties  now  had  the  audacity  to 
crofs  the  river  Brunx,  which  lay  in  their  front,  in  order  to 
harrafs  the  royal  army  in  their  march  j  nor  could  either 
the  caution  of  the  Britifh  general,  or  the  almoft  confiant 
defeats  of  the  provincial  parties  themfelves,  put  a  ftop  to 
this  pra£tice,  as  long  as  the  troops  continued  their  march. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  White-Plains,  howrcvcr,  the 

-j^  ^g^  enemy  quitted  their  detached  pofts,  and  took  a  ftrong  en- 
campment in  front  of  the  Britiih.  Here  general  Howe 
formed  a  $le(ign  of  attacking  them  $  and,  on  the  28di  of 
Oftober,  began  the  engagement  early  in  the  morning,  by 
driving  back  the  advanced  parties  of  the  enemy  to  their 
works.  The  reft  of  the  day  was  taken  up  in  forcing  a 
ftrong  poft,  which  covered  the  right  flank  of  the  entrench- 
ments, and  fupporting  a  fcattered  fight  ^mong  hedg^es 
/  and  walls.  All  this  being  fucccfsfully  performed,  theBri- 
tifti  troops  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  in  full  expectation 
of  beginning  the  attack  next  morning.  During  the  night, 
however,  it  was  now  difcovered,  that  the  enemy  had  drawn 
back  their  encampment,  and  greatly  ftrengthened  their 
lines  by  additional  works.  On  this  ac<:ount,  it  was  thought 
neceflary  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  troops 
which  had  been  left  under  lord  Piercy ;  after  which,  pro- 

^.  per  difpofitions  were  made  for  an  attack  on  the  31ft  of 

^''    Oaober. 

*  The  operations  were  now  prevented  by  a  violent  rain 
during  that  night  and  morning ;  and  general  Wafliington^ 
}iaying  no  mind  to  ftand  the  attack,  or,. as  the  provin(;iali 
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ganee  out, ^perceiving  that  the  Britiih  army  might  take  pof-  G;H  A  P. 
feffion  of  feme  hills  which  entirely  commanded  his  camp^  XIV. 
diought  proper  to  change  his  pofition,  and  occupy  a  high^  v  .-y  ^ 
er  ground,  firft  fetting  fire  to  the  village  of  White  Plains,  *"76. 
as  well  as^  to  all  the  houfes  and  forage  near  the  Unes. 
The  Britiih  general,  therefore,  finding  his  deiigns  of 
bringing  the  provincials  to  an  a£tion,  or  of  forcing  their 
camp,  totally  fruftrated,  determined  to  drive  them  out  of 
&efr  faftnefles  in  Tork*Ifland,  an  operation  which  they 
coftld  not  now  preveht.  On  the  approach  of  the  royal 
army,  fuch  of  the  provincials  as  had  remained  at  King's 
Bridge,  or  other  places,  retired  to  Fort-Wafhington,  and 
at  fiift  made  a  ihew  of  refolute  defence.  The  place,  how<* 
ever,  was  eafily  taken;  andtt  then  appeared,  that  the 
quantity  of  gun*powder  which  the  provincials  poiTefiedhad 
been  utterly  inadequate  almoft  to  any  defence  whatever ; 
and,  confe<)«entIy,  that  the  place  was  by  no  means  tena^ 
ble*  Near  3000  prifoners  were  made  on  this  occafiom 
The  garrifon  of  Fort-Lee  had  a  very  narrow  efcape  a  few 
days  after ;  having  juft  time  to  evacuate  the  place,  leaving 
their  artillery,  (lores,  and  every  thing  elfe  behind  them ; 
after  whichy  the  viflorious  army  entirely  over-run  the 
Jerfeys,  the  provincials  being  no  where  able  to  make  head 
againft  them. 

The  Americans  were  hot  lefs  unfortunate  by  Tea  than 
by  land,  during  this  difaftrous  campaisn.  At  the  begin^ 
ning  of  the  war,  they  had  been  totally  deftitute  of  any 
maritime  force  whatever.  The  congrefs,  however,  defir- 
ousdf  pofleffing  fomething  like  a  marine  force,  caufed  a 
(quadron  of  five  frigates  to  be  equipped  in  the  beginning 
of  Marchy  ttnd«;r  the  command  of  one  Hopkins.  His  firft 
expedition  was  to  the  Bahama  Iflands,  where  he  carried 
off  from  thetfland  of  Providence  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  artillery  and  (lores  ;  but  was  difappointed  in  his  ex- 
peAations  of  gun- powder,  150  barrels  of  which  had  been 
fent  off  in  a  fmall  vcflel  tiie  night  before  his  landing* 
On  his  return,  he  fell  in  with  the  Glafgow  frigate  of  war, 
accompanied  by  a  tender ;  but  the  former  made  her  ef* 
cape,  notwithftattding  the  extreme  difparity  of  force  by 
which  (he  was  attacked.  During  the  operations  at  New^ 
York,  he  had  ftationed  himfelf  at  Rhode-Ifland  $  but,  af- 
ter the  great  fuccefies  already  mentioned,  fir  Henj^  Clin- 
ton, with  fome  land  forces,  and  a  fquadron  of  (hips  of  war, 
under  fir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent  to  make  an  attempt  on 
the  place*  They  arrived  on  the  8th  of  December,  and  Dec,  s. 
fttcceeded  beyond  expe£lation  :  the  provincials  abandoned 
the  place  at  their  approach,  and  the  continental  fquadron 
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CHAP,  wae  entirely  blocked  tip.  The  Britifli  troops  .contiaii|G^ 
XIV  here  during  the  winter,  where  they  had  better  quarten 
^^/VV^  than  any  of  the  reft,  and  were  undifturbed  by  any  enemy. 
.'77^-  ,  The  continued  fiicccffes  of  the  royal  army  afibrded  the 
Jitc  onheJK^^*^*  matter  of  cxujtation  in  Britain.  The  pompous 
affairs  of  accottntS-publiflicd  in  the  newfpapcts,  excised  a  general 
the  colo-  cxpeftation  that  fome  of  the  principal  colonies  would  fub* 
**  mitv  wjiile  yet/ a  number  of  people,  wha  had  originalljf  • 

diilented  from  the » ntiniAerlal  meafi^res,  adhered  infte^- 
J^ly  to  their  iirft  opinion,  and  treated  the  fucceiTes  of  the 
royalarmy  as  far  more  Ijglendid  than  important.  Thcaf- 
fairsof  the  {MTQvihci^ls  were  indeed  in  a  mod  difagreeable 
fituation.  The  royal. army,  unoppofed  by  any  enemy,  • 
had  been  at  libctty  to  chuG?  fuch  a  pofition  as  the  confum- 
mate  Hiilit^y  ikill  of  its  general  ihould  fugseft.  Their 
fv^inter  cantonments  at  length  extended  from  New-JBruQf- 
.wkk  to  the  DelawVe;  and  had  i^  been  poillble  to  have 
pafie4  the  rivor^at  tl\e  time  of  their  firft  arrival,  there 
jpee^ms  very^ttle  doubt  that  they  would  have  made  them- 
^Iv^s  mailers  of  Philadelphia-;  The  royal  army  alfo  threa- 
Itenftd.  t;he  northern  provinces  by  the  capruf e  of  Rhode* 
,Iflaiid  }.  a  dreadful  inv^ifion  from  Canada  was  alfo  expeQ- 
H«;d  aa  foon  as  the  feafoh  of  aftion  fliojiW  be  renewed; 
(^ile  the  army  under  general  W^fliington,  befides  t^e 
Jtofles  in  the  field,  was  now  threatened  with  total  annihifa- 
'tioa  by  the  return  of  the  troops,  whofe  appointed  time  of 
ffervice  was  now  about  to  expire..  '  So  great  was  the  de* 
^^fertion  on  this  accpunt,  that  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
:  1 776,  it  wascompjuted  that  the  whole  provincial  force 
.under  generals  Wafliin^ton  and  Lee  did  not  exceed  25.90 
or  3000  men,  and  even  thofe  were  kept  together  chiefly  !?y 
aperfonal  ^tachmeot  to.the  commander  in  chiefs  who 
wa^held  in  the  greateft  eftunation  by  aU  ranks  of  mep* 
•In  tlus  deiperatc  fituation,  matters  were  rendered  worfe,:if 
acncral  .poflible,  by  the  capture  of  .general  Lee,  whp  was  furpriff  d 
lac€  taken  jn  his  quarters  by  colonel  Harcoulrt,  at.the  head  of  a.  de- 
pnfeocr.  ^tacbment  of  light  horfe.  This,  though  in  other  circutp- 
.  ftances  it  might  have  been  con^dered  as  an  affair  of  little 
CCfufequence,  at  prefent  threatened  jto  be  a  very  feiicfiii 
matter^  not  only  on  aqcount  of  the  raw  undifciplined  date 
^of  the  forces,  but  aifo  of  the  defe&  of  military  ikiQ'^ii^ 
/tbeir  officers,  which  proved  even  worfe  than  the  former. 
.The  capture  o^  this  officer  was  attended  with  this  dif- 
agreeable  circumftance,  that  he  could  not  be  exchanged 
according  to  a  parte!  chat  had  been  eftabliffied  between 
the  generals.  It  was  fuppofed,  chat  as  Lee  had  been  ex- 
ceedingly obnoxious  to  government^  general  Howe  was 


G  E  O  R  G  E    m-  199 

t?ed  down  by  his  inftruftions  from  parting  ^^ith  him  lip-  CH  AP/ 
on  any  terms,  if  he  fliould  chance  to  fall  into  his  power.     XIV. 
Some  animofities  had  alfo  been  fuppofed  to  cxift  between  '•*■  *m'^  ■»* 
this  gentleman  and  feveral  officers  in  the  Britifli  army,  as      'H^ 
•Well  as  feme  perfons  in  high  office  at  court,  all  which 
produced  a  degree  of  exultation  on  the  part  of  the  conque- 
rors very  unworthy  of  the  charafter  they  bore. 

As  general  Wafhington  had  not  at  this  time  any  prifon* 
er  of  equal  rank  with  general  Lee,  he  offered  fix  field- 
officers  in  exchange,  hoping  that  the  number  would  ba* 
lance  the  difparity  of  rank ;  or,  if  this  fliould  not  be  ac- 
cepted, he  required  that  the  general  fliould  be  treated  in 
a  manner  fuitable  to  his  rank,  according  to  the  praftice 
dlabliflied  among  civilized  nations,  and  the  example  al- 
ready fet  by  the  Americans,  in  treating  the  Britifli  officer* 
who  had  fallen  into  their  hands.  To  this,  however,  it 
was  replied,  that  mr.  Lee  being  a  dcfertcr  from  the  Bri« 
tifli  fervice,  was  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war, 
nor  did  he  come  at  all  within  the  cartel.  A  aifpute  now 
rook  place,  whether  general  Lee,  who  had  refigned  his 
half-pay  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  could  be  confidered 
as  a  deferter  ?  or,  whether  he  could  with  juftice  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefits  of  a  cartel,  at  the  formation  of 
which  no  exception  of  perfons  had  been  mentioned  ?  The 
affirmative  in  thefe  queflions,  which  was  taken  by  the 
Britifli  general,  excited  not  only  the  higheft  indignation 
in  the  bread;  of  general  Wafliington  himfelf,  but  produced 
Very  difagreeablc  confequences  to  the  Britifli  prifoners ; 
as  congrefs  now  declared,  that  the  future  treatment  of 
thefe  prifoners  fliould  depend  entirely  on  that  which ,  ge- 
neral Lee  experienced.  * 

That  unfortunate  officer.  In  the  mean  time,  was  confin- 
ed in  the  clofeft  manner,  and  guarded  with  all  that  watch- 
ful jealoufy  which  attends  thfe  greateft  ftate-criminals  in 
the  moil  perilous  times.  This  feverity  was  retaliated  on 
colonel  Campbell,  who  had  been  taken  by  a  miftake  in 
entering  the  harbour  of  Bofton  after  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  provincials,  and  had  till  now  experienced  every 
kind  of  humanity  at  the  hands  of  the  captors.  No  foon- 
cr,  however,  did  the  news  of  general  Lee*s  clofe  confine- 
ment arrive,  than  he  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and 
treated  other  wife  with  the  mm  oft  rigour.  Thofe  officers 
alib,  who  had  been  taken  prifonc:rs  by  the  fouthern  colo- 
nifts,  though  treated  with  lefs  feverity,  were  abridged  of 
their  parole  liberty,  and  deprived  of  other  comforts  which 
they  hid  hitherto  enjoyed. 

Vol.  V.  Qjz 
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CHAP;;    Thiit  tbe  coagceiB in  this inibfice  mimiff ftedl  a  fpmt  ^ 
Zl  v..    yet  uodaun^d  \fy  adv^riUyi  and  kept  up  the  dignity  of  the 

V^^y^  ch»rai£lcr  they  had  afiumed  of  fovereigos  of  an  indcpen-^^ 
i77(*     dent  empiie.     In  other  refpe£t9i  their  conduA  was  cquaU 

Refoiutc,    ]j  fom  jind  i^nfliakca  J  nor  did  the  great  bcwiy  of  the  pco* 

of  the*  COT.  P*^  cver^manifeft  any  thing  like  an  inclination  to  yield,. 

grdt.  or  even  to  acknowledge  that  the  en^my  had  got  any  ad-^ 
vantage  (jvcr.th^m-  The  gafumade*.  of^^ie  Britilh  fol- 
,  diera  were  retorted  by  others  on  th^  part  of  the  provin^. 
qiakt  and  the  prowefs  and  abilities  of  general  Wafliingti|i|. 
^tolled  beyond  nieafure*  Some  plotis  .in  favour  of  tbci 
royal  caufe  hadj  indeed,  been  fornsed  before,  the  sunival. 
of  the  fleet  and  navy  j,  but  the  eafe^ith  which  they  were, 
defeated,  nunif^ded  at  once  the  extreme  weaknefs  q(  go-, 
vermneni  intereft,  and  the  extreme  imprudence  of  the 
infurgents  in  attempting  fchemes  fo  far  beyond  tt^eirpow* 
qr.  Some  few  e»ecu|tion«,  however,  took  place  on  thi** 
account  i  gieat  ^umbers.  >vere  c9ofined  s  and  many^^ 
tbrougb  feary  abandoned  their  houfof  ,.jin4  wi^re  ^msfv^ 
s^s  outlaws  and  enemies  to  their  country^  ;^nd  their  ei):?te% 
fc:ia^  md  forf^itedr;  The ^eaiteit .  d^iui'm^  hs^ppened  in 
Philadelphia  itfelfi  where,  the  difconlejiits  aroi^at  laft.tQ. 
fuch  an  height,  th^:g6neral  Wa(hington#  iveak  as^  he  wa%, 
£ound  it  necefliary  to  decaich  three  regiip.ent&  to  quiet  |he^» 
which,  however,  pcrfedlly.  well  an/w^rcd  tjie  purppli),; 
and  enabled  him  iqi  dire^  hi«  ivhol^  atltenUon^  toward*} 
the  reparation  of  bis  .sff^irs.  .      *. 

.  The  congrefs  now>  fenfible  that  all  wasa^-ftake,  isefolved,.. 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  in  rai(ii>g  a  l^w  force  C^ 
I^le,  of  oppofing .  the  royal  aro^y  with  fpi^e  efie^  't  ^^4} 
at  thy  fame  time,  perceiving  the  difadvantages  arifii^; 
Sfom  the  Uberty.|^aiited  to  the  fol4i<;irfko/[, returning  to 
^eir  families  at  tk^e  end  of  ttve  .year4.4e^r||n|ped  now .  tf^\ 
9iufe  them  toenlift,  oix  fame  other  .terms*.    Abp^t  dje^ 
iniddle  of  September  they  bad  i/rued,^F4e|^  jbr  theraifing^, 
of  eighty.£\ght  batta^ons,  t^e  fo^di^r^  to  bf  bound  tOi 
ferve  during  the  continuance  qf  tjt^.  wfr^  ^Xl\e  nun^her  q£, 
battalions  to  hi;  tl^uf.  raiied  W^  i^  :pt9pQiit^n..tQ  tb^. 
"  flrength  of  the  province*    Ha^achufett^^,  s^d  Vir-; 
ginia  were  to  furnifh  fifteen  batt^i^n^jj  Femifylvani^ 
twelve  i  North- Carolina  oine  ^ ..Conn^^^iiq^t  aipid  Mary/*, 
land  eight ;  and,  on  acequnt  of  thej fiti^a^icii^i'of  New- York , 
and  ^he  Jerfeys,  eachof  thefe  provini^e^^as  rated  only 
art  four,  ;  A  bounty  of  twenty  doUaf^  was  o^ered  to  each 
man  at  the  time  of  enlifting ;  lands  were  to  be  allc^ted  at 
the  end  of  the  war  to  the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprefcn- 
tadvcs  of  all  who  were  ilain  i^  adlioni  in  different  fta^d 
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ptv^rtionfl^  from  509  ^tfti,  Ad  aftfotmieAt oF  ft  dd'onel,  CfttAP'^ 
t&  1 5f o^  that  of  an  enlign  $  the  ptWiii^'meflv  and  non-eonfi<^     XIV^ 
DHi^oecl  officers,  to  have  loo^  aeres  each  y  and  to'  prevent  {yy\Jf 
dieft  valuable  gifts  from  being  fijaandered  thvough  thei     i77S» 
iBprOTtdence  of  the<  foldierS)  the  lands  "ii^rtc  rendered 
unalienabie  dui'ing 'the  wtsir  |:tlo  affi^meilt  or  transfer 
king  admitted  at  the  condttffon*  ' 

-  The   congrefs  had  formerly,  as  an  entburagvment  t^' 
dieir  fbrceS)  decreed,  that  atl  officers,  fnldtet^,  and  feam6h| 
i»tm- we<i^,or  might  be  di  fabled  in  ^^icm,  ihoold  receiTe^ 
Aring  iife^  one  half  of  the  moiithlf  pay  CO  which  they^ 
ifcie  entitled  by  tAtir  rank  at  the  time  they  rec<?lved  their  \ 
iftitforcune.    Motwithftanding  all  thefe  encouragements, 
bower er,  the  condition  of  ferving  for  an  indefinite  term, ' 
imng  tie  'toaty  was  fo  far  from  being  agreeable,  that  in 
die  n^omh  of  November  it  was  fonnd  neceflary  to  admit 
another  mode  of  enliftment,  by  reftriaing  the  term  to  the 
.  (pace  of  three  years  j    the  foldierl  i^ceivtiif;  the  fame 
MKintyas'in  the  former  cafe,  butbetni^  euc  out  of  any 
Aotment  in  lands**  *  ' 

To  gfare  encouragement  to  the  people  id  general  who,- 
howcvcr  ftvcrfe  to'Britifh  government,  feemed  very  little- 
'iilblmed  tt>  fitee  their  forces  tn  the  field,  a  manifeito  was 
prfdiflied  by  cofigrefe,  dated  December  10,  addreffed  ^^'  '•• 
more  particalai^  to  the  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania.  In 
thiS)  every  poffiUe  argument  was  ufed  to  promote  the* 
formation  of  the  new  at  my,  on  which  ievery  thing  depen«-' 
dcdj  an  J  to  rrriibve  that  <lefpondencyj  of  which  fom^ 
fTinpftoms  feemed  already  to  appear,  and  which,  if  onci* 
ftflfeted  to  pretail)  niiift  certainly  overthrbw  the  caufe  ettw 
tfely.  m      ^ 

For  thefe  parpofes,  they  enumerated  the  Caufes  of  the' 
troubles  ;  the  fuppbfed  grievances  they  had  endured  ;  the 
latfe  oppreffive  laws  "paffed  againft'  them  •,  dwfclt  much' 
(m  the  eonterhpt  with  whit^h  ail  then:  petitions  and  app!i« 
caddns  had  been  treated  |  and,  to  ikew  that  no  alternative 
but  war,  or  a  tame  refignation  of  all  that  could  be  dear  t6 
mankind,  remained,  they  afferted,  that  even  the  boalted' 
commifflonersfcr  giving  peace  to  America  had  not  offered, 
nrtr  yecofler,  any  terms,  but  pardon  upon  abfolute  fub- 
miffion.  From  thence  they  deduced  the  neceffity  of  thcf 
aft  of  independency,  sifferttng,  that  it  would  have  been 
ittipolHble  for  them  to  have  defended  their  rights  ag^iinft 
fo  powerful  an  aggteffor,  aided  by  large  armies  of  foreign 
mercenaries,  or  10  have  obtained  that  af&ftance  from  other 
ftatcs  which  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  their  prefervation, 
#hilft  they  ac^knowltdged  th«  fovereignty,  and  eonfefle4 
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QH  AP»  themfdrea  the  fubjeQaiof  that  power  ^gainA.  y/hlth  thej^ 
}p[Vf    had  takeo  up  ani>89  aod  were  mgaged  in  >fei  cruel  a.  warfr 

^^/''VX^  They  boafted  9f  the  fncccfe  that  h^d  j»*geotral  -  mtton. 
<  77^  dcd  their  caufc  and  tx^i^VA  i  <  c«iKefitd|iig)  >  ^ha 1 4he  ;jf oe 
fent  ftate.of  weakn^&t and,  dagger  fiid'<i6t,:!i^i^^fX»i**fp9Mii 
apy  capital  loffyd^fspH^  or  frottii  any  ideft^  Iqf  .^nlp^aaL' 
their  troops,  but  merely  from  the  expinilioii /of  tlk&ftettm 
,  oi  thofe  (hort  enKftments.  .whkh  had  in /the  >begni^iiDg& 
been  adopted  from  an  attention  to  the  cafe  of  the  p^jfley^/ 
They  aflujced  them,.tfai9t  fofeiign  ii^m  hM  ^994ftmdtr^ 
ed  them  eflential,fe]:v)iccs»  and  had , given  thfm  >the««iib 
pp&tive  promifes  pf  fi^riher  aid;  .and  xh^j  mtd^rofxcah 
tp  excite  the  indigno^tion  aad  >a|kiivo(>ty/ctf  dhe  (>eiof4eytbj*^ 
expatiating  on  the  ppr^lentingi  /crru^]>  ^^  inbumai^  mm<> 
ner  in  >rhich»  thcj  Caid,  th(;  wurwaMarr^dionyino^^wip 
by  the  avxiliaricsy  hot  eren  by.lb^  S^nti^  vforcesr  them**^^ 

In  the  mean  timet  the  pongrjcOi  pfioeiqi^ded  to.  regulldttl 

^  ihp  .conftitution  of  theiK  new.  empi^fb  9^^  i{  fiQ<  etiemy;  had? 

been  in  the  country,  .nor  the  ieaft  mdiyr^uf^t  ibefeUebi 

them. .  JNew  articlea  of  opn|eder^i^  ^ndof^peitt^l  Am^n^ 

not  greatly*  diflfcrigg  Jroo?-  tJ|ofe  form^riy^i^^d*  iWibwI 

oa:.  4. '  publilhcd.  on  the  4th  of  Oaob^p,  aftcf  haffinf^rbeen  j9)oftt( 

deliberately^  confidered^.  lii^e  by.  lipe^  lhitHi^|bvab$)$^.  diet 

clqfe  of  the  year  they  were  obUged^.to.OiHMWthtbeiri.ertiftf 

f^fety>by  retiring  tQ  ^altimoiie  iOf  Maryiw^  oil  a^toimtt 

of  the  danger  which  threatened  Philadelphia..-'-. -1      .   m* 

Petition         '^^^  fijcceffcfi,.  however,  whicl^  had<att^iKtei  the  Brixi&  t 

rrom*Ncw- vms  during  t^is Campaign, had  not .b^ffl^allogelh^rwith^t 

York  and  '  ottt  fpme.appe^jrance  of  that  fubmifl[i9n  which  .w;i6>heUt 

^m**  *      ®"'  a#the  main  end  pf  the  warfare.     About  a  moathaf*' 

""  ^'    ,  ter  the  taking,  of  New-* York,  the  inh^hicaiits  of  thjit  ,city 

and  ifl^pd  prefented  a  petity>B.ci](lprdiIi^we^aBdhiahr^ 

ther  the  general,  cQipmiflionersior  f eftfiing  peae^.to  liie? 

colonies,  figned  by  Dai?iel  Jioifemandep,  ,01iver «dc  ,lati^ 

cey,  and  946  otherfi,  d^plarii^g.^eii:  aH^g^n^i  and  ^hritv^ 

acknowledgp3/5nt  of -the  icgnfiimffi^l./^^^cydQi^G^^ 

Britain  over  the  cplwi^  v  and  iprayirig .  J^hat*  in  cipBfe«r 

qucnce  of  the  fornper  dccJaratippa  hyjth^  isoisiixiiflioneraf  1 

that  city  and  country  .iqight  hercftore^flo.Jbia  majefty'ai 

•      peace  and  prpteflioiu^  ,,Au9ther  iWs»^4¥Frfefit«dfjfom  the; 

inhabitants  of,  Qgeen'a  cpunty  in  l^on^IflaQdi  ia^whidk'^ 

thty  w ere .^qualiy.fqr ward  to  acki^ovyledg*  .what  theyceat 

l^d  the  c(mJiitntionaL ^iho^Uj  of  tben^^^r-cpuiijtry ;  .but  : 

ii?  neither  qf  them  wa$  the  leaft  m«ition*made,of  the  au-^ 

thority  of  parliaments,  qr  even  of  the  i  unconditioual  fub.* 

^iQoii/i^  9)uph  infixed  upoo«    'I'pr  thefe  «eafci;iats^  in  aB 


ysxkMMtf;  ie^inrw,  thit  M  notice -w^is  taken bt ffiefe  piiu  CHAP. 
tiofH  ;  nor  weifc 'tte  intet^fehts 'itJftorttf  t6  the  Vighrt'   XIV. 
and  privHcgcsthey  hw!  utifdii  t6  ^ex^sfe^i'in  ^^^rfecjuciice  L/VX^ 
of  the  declarations  of  fte^cottfmHBincf«  oit  f heir' firft  afi^    '^ 
rival)  eten  though  theimhaWtafnfi  of  <^Wetft  codnty  had 
mileA  a  confiddraBleb^dy  trf'forccs  fifr^  ling's  fervice/ 
»iftrftifg4  cbrpff  of  Wilhla  for  the  c!efertce  df  the  country^ 
fidgiren  cfc^mhfettcftiittbnjr'of  kyaltjr  that  could  be 
wifliedw.     "  "'■  •.■.■^'>.--^     ^     V    .  -    ,  ..■    -..•*:  V. 
-  Towards  the  bhA  of  Oecttwbcf, 'inat^^rS  'Began  id  tale 
»ncw  and  very  uhatpe^ed  lum  \h'  f^vout  of  Ae  pfrovin- 
ehb;  th^  ehkf  reiifon' of  ^hich  feeftns  to  have  been,  the 
«rtTCinenialigtiit?y»  with  whkh  the  royal  irhiy  was  regar- 
ded in  A»  countrywi^htJpetheytad  taken  up  their  refidence. 
Complaints  of  tfht  <?ruelties  'they  cx'ei'cifed  were  every- 
whenlpob^iihedy  it}4 partpMets  ftuffHl #1tH  tttnMng ellfe 
than  details  of  rapes,  cruelty,  rapine,  and  murder.     That 
ftdi-attountff  vi^W^^aftfly  e«afe^>^tcd^<ftt  dirf  be  no 
itafbH'tOfd©Ubl;^^a^  dtl'tfife  offa^i'hanaj-it  k  equally  cer- 
nan,  ilMt  ^(!f  <rh^  H^^  K^  f^tfte^fduhdationio' truth. 
k'ftwh'piiMicWflotti^f  fhchighthe'BriKfflttddjps' were  far 
ftoitt'efeapiAg*  ceifflft^i'ihe  Hefflans  w^reptincipaTly  ftig-  '     , 
itfatited.'  •  'Prom'  thi  ^bi?ginmng  of  the  campaigh,1ndeed, 
Ad'moft'viofeht'inlipathy  hid  taken  place  betwixt  the* 
Ifcfians^hd 'Aift^eridahs.     'i'ht  tattet.^contending,  as  they 
th^hr^  for  Ire^eih,  and  fitltd'witti  the  notions  of  the 
aatural  rights  of  milnlkitid,  beheld,  wJth  the  utmofl:  abhor-      • 
rehce,a  people  whom  they  regarded 'asthemeaneft  Daves, 
wfigmng,  for  *i^*ni4fet^bte  pittance,  all'  their  fUctilties  to 
tl6  l^^ill-af  a^pfetty^'defpot,  iitid  engaging  in  a  dome- 
ftit  (iiia¥rt!l  ki^Whidi  they  had  rifeiiher  intefeft  noV  *con- 
<«rh  i  qttWfej^^fhcSr'oWn  home^ ;  iridi  not  withbut  dan- 
ger eveh^fifdB^^4:hyi^gtH  of  thd  voyage,  paffing  an  im- 
«<«fe^ocerfif  tO'buifctte^  thdfe^Whb  never  did  them  any 
lHrti»-j  JhayjthQeHJ'hdhixf^foifa'certturypaft  afforded  an 
afyWm  tcrirfifkliMiart  of ^their  countrymen,  hafraffed  and 
ol*preffedbf»t»fi**»b/(ima^irtothat  under  which  th'efc 
^rc  riowafiing, -drid'- Whohi  they  #6uW  tjot  hefitate  to' 
ft«at  in  the  ftifHe  ftf^iritier  'ihtf  now  did  the  Britifh  Ame- 
ricans.  On  ^e <Jth€f  harfd^  tHe  Heffi&ns,'  hatiit'ally  fierce 
atid  crud,  jIndlgiiorWtdf  hhyVigtits  bat  thofe  of  defpo- 
tifoi,  wefeiftdlipibK'^difthiguifhing  betwixt  the  iraVag-^ 
wgan  enemy^'cO'%«tiry,-dTM  the  fefduaion  of  a  rebellious' 
people  to'a^ ^iie  tAitdHintttb  their  hVf dt  fovcreign.     It 
was  evert  faidV  that  ^  order  to  Veeoncile  thefe  barbarians 
to  the  undertaking  of  Tuch  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage, 
Aty  had  been  pronfifed  large*  portions  of  the  lands  they 
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CH  AlP.  fliould.  conquer  in  Ajnerica^  ia  eotifemB.enet  of  vrhfebf 

XIV/^  "ibey  firft  confidered  the  ancient pofieflbrs  m theirnotcirai 

V^^^y^^  enemies ;  but  afterward^  when  th«y  found  tfaei*  crtor, 

J774.     they  claimed  a  right  to  the  moveable  plunder  of  the  coun«^ 

irjf  of  which  they  amafled  fuch  quaotkics  at  are  fiid  t4r 

have  confiderably  impeded  their  military  speration^ 

However  difagreeable  fuch  conduA  might  be  to  tli# 
Britifh  commanders,  k  certainly  was  no  cafy  matteir  t^Q 
put  a  ftop  to  it^  Gonfidering  the  evidtht  neccffity  of 
keepine  Iriendibip  with  allies  nearly  as  nnmeroue.tmi- 
poweriul  as  thcmfelves*     Neither  was  it  poffibky  diat  th* 
^diforderly  condu£l  of  the  HeiHansi  at  which  die  con^M^ 
iQander  in  chief  would  fb  frccpientiy  be  obliged  to  wink^ 
could  be  prevented  from  infei^Bg.the  BritiihtroopSiaili^^ 
of  contequence,  from  producing  xno(t  violent,  damottrs^' 
not  only  thoughout  all. America^  but  even  in  Europe,  afid*' 
that  10  fuch  a  degree,  a«  even  in  fememeaCune  to  afe^* 
the  public  charader  of  the  Biiiaih  «iatioit«    la  Fraifce^^ 
particularly*  tkefe  accounts  were  received  with  fb^iatiiMft 
avidity.     Particular  inftances  -wei^  oBven '  >coiidefeend«dr' 
upon»  fuch  as  the  ddlru£lion  ol^At  fmfaltc  4ibf«ry  at 
Trenton,  of  the  college,  and  library  ttPrincelownt  ^S^v 
ther  with  a  celtbtated  oriiery  made  by  Rittenhoufey'  #u^' 
pofed  to  be  the  beft  in  the  world;  whi^h^  were  fM  to  in-* 
dicate  the  Gothic  barbarity,  and  an  ittcUnation  4o .  ipak^ 
war  even  with  literature  and  the  fciences* 
M  ffi  ^^  of  the  natural  confequences  of  this^  hatretl  to  tho 

pJ^^^*^^^^rUi(k9xmY,wsts2,  deficiency  of  proper  Hitelligence o» 
Trenton,    their  part,  and  con&quently  a  continual  dtinger  of  betn^ 
furprifed,  unlefs  guarded  by  the  mod  unremitting- vigi(»« 
Jance,  which  their  great  fucceis  was  a  i;onttiiual  te«ipca)-» 
lion  to  relax.     To  this  wane  of  vigilance  was^  owing  the' 
£r(l  inftance  of  American  good  fortune.     G>}onel  RaHiy 
a  brave  and  eiperienced  tltilian  officer,  was  ftatiooed 
with  a  body  of  1 4  or  1500  men  at  Trenton  upon  the  Oe* 
laware,  being  the  higheit  poft  oGcupied  by  the  Britifh  -wt^ 
my.    Colonel  Donop,  with  another  brigade,  lay  act*  Boi^* 
dentown,a  few  miles  down  tho  rivev^  and  anot^r  waH 
polled  at  Burlington,  ftiil  lower  dcwtn,  and  .within  20» ' 
miles  of  Philadelphia.     General  Wafhingtoii  having  got 
intelligence  that  thefe  corps,  particulfirly  that  at  Trenton,- 
lay  in  a  (late  of  perfe£l  iecurityv  and  defpi£:d  the  enemy, 
formed  a  deiign  of  furprifing  and  cucting  them  o£    Ha^ 
ing,  therefore,  aflembled  his  forces,<Ottfifting  chiefiy  of 
draughts  from  the.  militia  of  Pennfyivania  and  Vii:gittia,- 
in  three  hodies,  he  appointed  each  to  arrive*  at  its  flalion: 
on  the  Delaware  foon  after  it  was  dai%>-aad  with;^littl«r 
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Mftfe  a«  ^ffiUe  «j»  the  n%ht  of  Chriftmas  Anj.    Two  of  tViA  P. 
diefe  viere  under  the  generals  Erying  and  Cadwalader  y » ISIV. 
thft^forner  of  wbidiwat  to  pafs  the  riisev  at  Trentoii-ier<>  ^  i-^ 
ifaixMtta.  stile  below  the.  town,  and  cke.mher  ftill  lower,     i776- 
tQw^rdf  fiordemown^i  l^he  pcincipal  body^  was  comnjuind*  ' 
ed  by  gen^rai  Waihington  m  perfiovit  aiTifted  by  generals 
S^livan  and  Gseen,  ami  cottfifted.  of  about  2500  men, 
pcdnkied^wicii  a  traiaof  aofmall  braf:>  field  pieces. 

;.Wilh  this  body  he  anived^t  a  place  called  M^Kcnky's 
flnry^rSibQttli'nine  milos  ^ove  Trenton,  at  the  time  appoint 
t^^'hfqping  .10  t>e  able  to  pafs  over  by  midnighi,  after 
which  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to-  reach  that  place 
l^g  before  day^-light,  and  e&ftually  to  furprife  Ralti'^ 
hpg^td^l '%  so^fofti  however,  of  the  iaipedimtiktaj  arifing 
f^jooixth^  ice  lA/the  n.Yer,  it' was  near  four  in  the  morning 
bfiforq  thetv.paflage  was.oomplet3cd.;  and  their  march  be- 
iQg^y^  further  miffed  by  a.  vioknt  ft^rm  of  hail  and 
f^pHI^  it  wiaa  eight*  o'dook  before  they  reached  the  place 
Qlideftiaadon^  '^Jm^tkeattaGk,  the  general  animated, 
t^ifioa  hf  ^hetfoUe^wsng^fpeech.    <<  My  frieads,  it  is  not 
Oiljr  ^iU(iiQrty».of  America  thatdcpends  00  your  valour 
aud. firKiin^fv but'^f^atooght  4o  be  much  more  dear  to. 
7Q«jLiba8  your;ltYil^6,fyourhonfHurl  Think  of  the  infamy 
wjiiph  will  attsad.iyott^tbflroiigh  fife,  not  only  here^  but , 
tl^^  Jlhetwfaqde  MForid,  if  tl^  campaign  clofes  without 
foine  iaftance  tbat^rthe  .courage  with  which  you  ftand 
t(^fpur  ainftj).  ts^.^fual totbe juftice  of  the  caufe  which 
ought  Xo  antmate-yattrhofonas*    For  my  own  part,  I  will . 
n|)ifurvivc  a  defeat^. if  ^hat  defeat. arii^  from  any  inat«        .1 
t^^igm  M  y«W'  iafctjr.    ^  Wip^  out  the  ftains  which  hppe  • 
bf^tJwcQWa  %ipQtt.yottrx«pttUliQHs,by  feekiag  an  honour- 1 
atttd|«ith|^ and  ^vt)  credit  tame^  chat  it  will  be  tfaeoqly 
nvl{l«$*ofmfl«ei0g  vilely,  life,  and  hon^  * 

'fQn.ihifi  oocafiqiiii'  the  bbbavlour  and  fuccefa  of  the    • 
tr«$i||[S4iraapccfeftly  eoiifnnant.  to  the  wishes  of  their  gc-^ . 
n^..;  Tbi^y.pr^Qedcd  with  fttob  ffcrecy  and  fikncct 
th^Kthei;H«£^j(iad  nod;  the  ieaft  n^ottce  of  their  ap«, 
p«Mh»ij^kiiUaA.adv|iafedpdft^^  dsftanpe  from  the 

tqpriQ,  w^si^  ati^acked'hy  otm^.  diviiion,  and  ^e  out-^guardt 
d9j|<|u^  bjfiiaMd^^h  JSUlIifa:/!^^^  having  b^^n  de- 

tafJM^ijt^fiipparfe^iift^i^ick^  met  the  .party 

^kWy^'^Msati^ffw^si  throiirninto  dibrdfr  by  it,  and  in 
thai  t)ite  4l7ivffo^f;^«Iu»iithc  laeoin'^dydr  Gploncl  Ralli, 
^W«i*Pliifti|lTil«r^«ly; barged  itbe.  enemy 5  -but  being 
R]|fME^ly,^oundQd,h^^  from 

tlvBir  artilkry^  (9onfiftii%  only  o£Ax  brafs  fiel^^pieces.  At 
t^bcii^c}uUaore|j>p^WQi^4>.fl^Q4^  the , 
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CHAP,  three  regiments' of  Rallis,  Loftcfg^  and   Knypihauftu^* 

XIV.    found  themfelves  obliged  to  furrcn4cr  prifoncrs  of  war, 

u  «i/«-    'Some  made  their  cfcape  to  Bordcntown,  but  the  ndmber 

^776.     of  prifoners  carried  off  amounted  to  918.     The  killed 

and  wounded  did  not  exceed  3aor  40  m  number :  the 

lofs  on  the  American  fide  was  only  four  ofEcers  and  one 

or  two  private  men  wounded.     The  other  two  dhrifiotis 

of  the  provincial   army  found  it  impoffible  to  crofe  the 

Delaware  by  reafon  of  the  ice,  fo  tiiat  general  Waftiing- 

ton  Was  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  the  fucccfs  he 

had  already  obtained,  and,  withbut  lofs  of  time,  crollSng 

the  rivers  with  the  prifoncrs  and  trophies  of  vi£kory  he 

had  gained,  entered  the  capital  in  triumph. 

This  firft  inftance  of  fuccefs  wonderfully  taifed  the 
fpirits  of  the  Americans,  and  contributed  much  more  to 
the  formation  of  a  new  provincial  army,  thaa  the  com- 
mands or  exhortations  of  the  congrefs.     General  Wafe- 
ington  was  fpeedily  reinforced  by  feveral  regiments  from 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  by  frefh  bodies  of  the 
Pennfylvanian  militia,  fo  that  finding  himfelf  once  morcttt 
a  condition  to  face  the  enemy,  he  again  eroffed  theDda- 
Ware,  and  took  up  his  quarters  at  Trenton ;  while  the 
6riti(fa  generals  were  fo  much  alarmed  by  this  unexpec- 
ted difafter,  that  they  inftantly  aflembled  their  forces.  Ge- 
neral Grant,  with  the  forces  at  Brunfwick  and  the  parts 
adjacent,  advanced  to  Princetowh  j  and  lord  CornwaHis, 
who  had  gone  to  New- York  in  his  way  to  England,  now 
returned  to  the  defence  of  the  Jerfeys. 
1777.         O"  th€  2d  of  January,  1777,  lord  Comwaflis  marched 
TheBrittfli  to  attack  the  enemy,  who  were  ftrongly  potted  at  Trcn- 
mofTcn.     ^^^  Creek,  having  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  bridge  and 
tircly  dri-  cAher  p«flages,  which  they  l>ad  well  covered  witH  artillery, 
vcn  out  of  Several  Ikirmiflies  enfued,  and  a  cannonade  was  kept  up 
the  Jerfcyt.  ^^  ^^^^  g ^^^  ^jjj  ^^j^j^^ .  ^^^  general  Waftiington,  having 

no  nvpre  inclination  to  come  to  a  general  engagement 
than  before,  after  taking  the  ufual  precautions  of  lighting 
^res,  ice.  quitted  his  camp  in  the  night  time,  with  the 
gt-eateft  filence  and  fecrecy^  marching  with  the  utmoft 
expedition  towards  Princetown*  About  funrife,  they 
fell  in  with  a  brigade  of  Britifh  troops,  confifting  of  the 
17th,  40th,  and  45th  regiments,  under  theconduftof 
colonel  Mawhood,  who  had  juft  begun  their  march,  and 
were  as  completely  furprifed  as  the  HefFians  had  been  at 
Trenton.  They  were  immediately  attacked  with  great 
fury  by  the  provincials ;  but  though  the  three  regiments 
wer^  feparated  from  one  another,  and  the  1 7th  particular- 
ly^ led  on  by  colonel  Mawhood  himfelf^  furrouodedpn  ali 
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fides^  they  ndaintained  the  fight  with  the  greateft  bratery>  CH  AP4 
and,  at  laft,  by  means  of  their  bayonets^  forced  a  paflagc     XIV. 
through  the  thickcft  tanks  of  the  enemy,  and  purfued. their  v,^v>^ 
inarch  undifturbed  to  Maidenhead, 'fix  miles  from  Tren-      1777, 
fon.     The   55th,  finding  it  impoflible  to  continue  their 
march,  made  good  their  retreat  tolBrunfwick  ;  and  the 
40th  retiredj^  by  another  road,  to  the  fame  place.     In  this 
attack*,  though*  tl^e  provincials  had  inany  more  killed  and 
wouaped,   the' BntiCh*  troops  fuBered  feverely,  having 
^boat  ioQ  taken.'prifonersi  and  the  fortune  of  the  war 
wa^  immediately  reyef  fed  in  a  very  ftrange  manner.  Lord 
Cornwallis  now  found  it  neceflary  to  return  from  the 
Delaware,  to  the  defence  of  the  magazines  at  Brunfwick. 
The  provincials  ftill  .avoided   any  deci/jve  adlion ;  but, 
in  a  few  days,  over-run  both  the  Jerfeys,/preading  them- 
felves  over  the  Rarlton  into  Eflcx  county,  where,  by  feiz- 
ihg  Newark,  EHfabeth-town,  and  Woodbridge,  they  be- 
came maftefs  of  the  coaft  oppofite  to  Staten  Ifland,  at  the 
feme  time  that  tl^eir  principal  pods  were  taken  with  fo  , 

inuch  judgment*  that  it  never  was  "found  pradicable  to  dif- 
hdge  them.  .  Th^  roya^army  retained,  only  the  two  pofts 
of  Bfupfwick  and  Amboy^  both  holding  a  communication 
by  fe.a  with-New-^prt.     In  thefe,  the  arniy  under  lord 
tjixnwallis  ^ontluu^d,.,  during,  the  wliple  winter,  very 
mii9h.,fliraitened,.'thc  troops,  undergoing  the  hardftiips 
oj  a  fjpvere  ^nd^inceflant  ^^ty,  while  their  numbers  were 
m;unqd  by, a  continued  furies  of  tkirmifhes,  prpdudlive  o£ 
little  advantage  on  either  fide,  farther  than  inuring  the 
j^k^periCfins  ta.miji^tary  fervigq,  and  wefikening  the  royal 
armj^  whofe  numbers  coul^.not  J)e  replaced  with  tlie  fame 
f^k  as  the  proyincials,   ,,..!. 
,^.jrhe  bad  gfleft's^of  the  late  diforderry.condu£l  of  the 
ttoQps  wcr^,'ngw  ,mo£t/enfi.bl;y  felt.     The  whoje  province 
jjipedas  oiie  jtiiaPv  t^  reyenge  *^^^^  former  injuries.  Eve-  . 
ry»liji,aci  b£Iorage,  and  every  article  of  provifion  which 
$^"uot  cbn^e  Jrom\New.Tork,  was  purchafed  at  the 
n?ipe  ,9f  .tilood.,  ^  So  boftile  yas  the  proyince  now  become, 
piat/fuch  as  we;pe  incapable  qf  arms  ailed  as  fpies,  and 
watched  contiaually  for ,  tHpfe  wKp  bore  them  ;  fo  that 
yifi  fmaljcft  ;jjption  qoul^,  not  be  made  without  its  being 
fjifcovercd  and  ex^po^ed  before  the^iatenided  effe£|:  could 
Be  produced,  .  Thus  was  .a  victorious .  antj  far  fiiperior 
army  reduce^  to  a^.on  ilje  dc^fenfiye,  and,  in.  a  manner, 
tefieged  i;?  a  country  wHich^it  had  eiitjjeid  with  fuch  fan- 
guine  hopes  and  appearances  of  cpnq^ueft.    .The  charac- 
ter of  general  Washington  was  exalted  to  the  highell 
pitch  among. his  countr^inen. J  4nd  even  in  Eurppe  h« 
Vol.  V.  '      ^    'ft'  z      ' 
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CHAP,  was  held  in  great  eftimation,  being  generally  ftiled  At 
XIV.     the  American  Fabius,  from  the  fai^ious  Roman  general 
^  'y-    ^  of  that  name,  who  oppofed  Hannibal  with  fuccefs. 

'77 7'  On  the  part  of  the  Britifli  generals,  or  the  troops  they 

t^eded'inc  Commanded,  no  fault  was  ever  alleged  with  the  fmalleft 
of  the  Bri-  fliew  of  reafon,  except  the  diforderly  condu6):  of  the  fol- 
tiOi  afikiM.  jief 8  already  mentioned,  and  which,  from  the  employ- 
•  ment  of  Heffians  in  the  fervice  originally,  feemed  to  be 

altogether  unavoidable.  Many  other  caufes,  however^ 
concurred  to  retard  the  progress  of  their  arms.  Among 
thefe,  the  principal  may  be  fuppofed  to  rife  from  the  vaCt 
extent  of  the  American  Continent,  with  its  uncommon 
divifion  into  large  trafts  of  territory,  fome  cultivated,  and 
others  in  a  ftate  of  nature  ;  the  great  length  of  fea-coafl 
in  its  front,  and  the  immenfe  waftes  at  the  back  of  the  in- 
habited countries,  affording  flbelter  in  all  poffible  circum- 
ftances ;  the  numberlefs  impregnable  pods,  and  natural 
Barriers,  formed  by  the  various  combinations  of  woods» 
mountains,  lakes,  and  marfhes.  To  thefe,  lio  doubt,  mufl; 
be  added,  the  furprifing  unanimity  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
^  judicious  application  of  their  Itrength,  by  fuiting  the 
'  defence  of  the  country  to  the  nature,  genius,  and  ability  of 
.  the  people,  as  well  as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country  itfelf ;  thereby  rendering  pitched  battles  ufelefs, 
and  confining  the  operations  of  war  entirely  to  the  defence 
of  pofts,  making  furprifes,  and  fighting  (kirmiflies.  Add  to 
this  alfo,  that  the  people  were, unfettered  by  ftrong  cities  f 
fo  that  the  redu£lion  of  the  capital  of  a  province  had  little 
or  no  effe£k  upon  the  reft  j  and  the  army  could"  retain  no 
more  territory  than  that  which  It  immediately  occupied, 
which  was  again  loft  as  foon  as  it  departed  to  another 
quarter. 
Indians  ftir  Dtinng  the  courfe  of  this  campaign,  attempts  had  not  • 
red  up  by  been  wanting  to  ftir  up  the  Indians  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  Britifli  the  back  parts  of  the  fouthern  colonies.  They  were  now 
agents.  informed,  that  a  Britifti  army  was  to  land  in  Weft-Florida; 
and,  after  penetrating  through  the  countries  of  the  Creek, 
Chickefaw,  and  Cherokee  Indians,  where  they  expedked 
to  be  joined  by  the  warriors  of  all  thefe  nations,  were  to 
attack  the  Carolinas  and  Virginia  }  whilft  another  formi- 
dable armament,  both  of  fea  and  land  forces,  was  to  make 
a  powerful  impreflion  on  the  coafts  of  thefe  provinces.  Cir- 
cular letters  to  the  fame  purpofe  were  diftributed  by  a 
Mr.  Stewart,  principal  agent  for  Indian  affairs,  among  the 
back  fettlers,  requiring  them  to  repair  to  the  royal  ftand- 
ard  as  foon  as  it  (hould  be  erefted  in  the  country  of  the 
Cherokees;   fctting  forth  the  plan  of  operations,  and  de- 
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manding  fubfcription  to  a  written  declaration  of  their  al-  C  H  AP 
Icgiance,  that  they  might  thus  be  diftinguiflied  from  the     XIV. 
enemies  to  the  royal  caufe.  ^>..  -^1  m^ 

With  this  propbfal,  the  natural  avarice,  levity  of  tern-     *777« 
per,  and  blood- thirfty  difpofition  of  the  Indians,  induced 
them  readily  to  comply.     Even  the  Six  Nations,  who  had 
formerly  agreed  to  the  obfervance  of  a  ftri£l  neutrality, 
now  joined  the  general  confederacy,  and  committed  fomc 
a&s  of  hoftility,  which,  however,  were  afterwards  difown- 
cd  by  their  chiefs.     The  Creeks  began  the  war  in  the 
fouthern  parts  with  all  that  violence  and  barbarity  which 
diflinguiihes  American  favages ;  but  finding  themfelvet 
not  fupported  as  had  been  promifcd,  they  fuddenly  flop- 
ped fliort,  excufed  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  to  the 
congrefs,  and  refufed  to  afliil  the  Cherokees  who  applied 
to  them  for  that  purpofe.     The  latter  were  thus  left  to  . 
carry  on  the  war  by  themfelves,  w^lich  they  did  for  a 
ihort  time  with  the  utmoft  fury,  flaughtering,  fcalping, 
and  deftroying  every  human  crealure,  and  ruining  the 
fettlements  wherever  they  came.     Thefe  cruelties,  how- 
ever, were  foon  checked,  and  the  perpetrators  called  to  a 
fevcre  account.    The  militia  of  the  adjacent  provinces 
affembled,  marched  into  the  country  of  the  Cherokees, 
and  not  only  defeated  them  in  every  encounter,  but  demo-  ^hcChcro- 
liihed  their  towns,  deftroyed  their  corn,  and  killed  fuch  defeated, 
numbers,  that  the  nation  being  nearly  exterminated,  the  and  almoft 
wretched  furvivors  were  glad  to  accept  a  peace   upon  "]®u™^^^* 
any  terms  the  viftors  chofe  to  prefcribe  ;  none  of  the  coloniftat 
neighbouring  nations  daring  to  interpofe  in  their  behalf. 

Thus  ended,  at  prefent,  all  hopes  from  the  affiftance  of  , 

the  Indians.  The  efFefts  of  this  expedition  wei'e  exceed- 
ingly prejucial  to  the  royal  caufe,  as  it  not  only  excited 
the  utmoft  rancour  of  the  Americans  who  had  already  re- 
volted, but  even  of  the  well-afFefted  to  government  them- 
felves. Such  as  had  on  this  occafion  declared  for  the  caufe 
of  Britain,  not  only  to  a  man  exprcfled  their  abhorrence 
of  fuch  cruel  meafures,  but  fome  of  their  chief  leaders  arc 
faid  to  have  avowed  a  recantation  of  their  principles  up- 
<»n  that  very  account.  ^ 
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CHAPTER    XV. 


Affairs  in  Britain John  the  Painter fire  at  Brijlol 

—---^Parliament -Addrefs— --^Minority  leave  the  hottfe 

Treafon  bill Payment  of  crown-debts  and  aug* 

mentation  of  civil  liff Sir  Fletcher  Nortorls  Jpeech 

Lord  Chathanfs  conciliatory  plan  rejeBed. 

TTTHILE  thefe  tranfaf^ions  were  going  forward  m  cfj^p^ 

Y  V     America,  the  people  of  Britain  remained  in  a     XV. 
ftate  af  torpid  indifference,  cxpefbing  daily  to  hear  of  the  '_  -^-i,? 
fiibmiffion  of  the  colonies,  from  the  fplendid  accounts  of     177^. 
conqueft  exhibited  in  the  ncwfpapcrs,  and  the  idea  of  the  state  of  af.  i 

extreme  imbecility  and  cowardice  of  the  Americans,  which  [^*  »n  n-  j 

had  been  fo  induftrioufly  prdpagated  and  kept  up.     Some       '       '  J 

misfortunes,  indeed,  afFcdled  a  part  of  the  nation ;  but  af  \ 

thefe  did  not  in  any  degree  reach  the  generality,  the  news  ] 

of  them  made  no  change  in  the  ftate  of  public  affairs.  In  the  "  i; 

Weft  Indies,  feveral  of  the  moft  effentiai  neceffaries  of  ,  ,| 

life,  particularly  thofe  ufed  for  feeding  the  negroes,  aa 
^ell  as  the  poor  and  labouring  white  people,  had  rifen  to  | 

three  or  four  times  their  ufual  price.  Staves  for  calks, 
which  were  next  to  food  as  an  objed-etxjedeffity,  could  i 

not  be  procured  in  fdfficient  quantity  at  any  pric^.  Other 
wants  were  abforbed  in  tl>e  dread  of  famine,  which,  ^d  * 

itn'bt  been  for  the  nunpiberof  American  prizes  taken  and  , 

difpofed  of  during  thcf  war,  would  undoubtedly  have  com- 
menced. At  the  fame  time,  an  infurreftion  of  the  negroes 
in  Jamaica,  though  happily  difcovercd  in  time  and  cruflied, 
confiderably  increafcd  the  public  troubles.  The  military 
force  in  that  ifland  had  been  very  much  weakened,  in  or- 
der to  reinforce  the  troops  in  America,  and  the  departure 
rf  ^  fleet  of  merchantmen,  to  the  number  of  i  aotail,  with 
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{CHAP. a  great  part  of  the  fmall  fquadron  on  that  ftation  to  be 
XV.     their  convoy,  would  leave  it  almoft  entirely  defencelefsj 

^  -y"-  *  and  it  was  difcovered  that  the  negroes  had  fixed  on  this 
»776*  time  of  extreme  weaknefs  for  the  execudon  of  their  dc- 
fign.  The  failing  of  the 'fleet  was  therefore  poftponed 
for  a  month  after  the  (hips  were  loaded,  and  juft  ready  to 
put  to  fea.  Though  this  proved  an  immediate  lofs  to  the 
owners,  the  confequences  were  much  more  ruinous.  The 
delay  afforded  time  to  the  American  cruizcrs  to  take  pro- 
per ftations ;  the  ihips  were  fcattered  by  bad  weather, 
and  fell  defcncelefs  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  fo  that 
though  it  was  late  in  the  feafon  before  the  Americans  be- 
gan this  kind  of  depredation,  the  lofs  to  Great  Britain,  by 
captures  alone,  during  the  year  1776,  amounted  to  more 
than  a  million  (lerling. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  alfo,  the  French  and 
Spaniards  began  to  fliew  a  ftrong  attachment  to  the  Ame- 
ricans. The  continental  privateers  appeared  in  great 
numbers  in  their  ports,  and  the  prizes  they  brought  in 
with  them  fold  openly,  and  without  difguife.  Rcmon- 
ftrances  from  the  Britifli  court  only  made  the  fales  left 
open ;  and,  in  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  that  time,  it  was 
not  thought  prudent  to affert  the  national  dignity,  by  puih- 
ing  inact^'s  to  thofc  extremities  which  otherwife  would 
have  been  undoubtedly  done.  In  the  Weft-Indies,  how- 
ever, the  depredations  were  carried  to  a  mueh  greater  ex- 
tent than  in  Europe,  and  avowedly  pacronifed  by  all  the 
French  colonies.  Even  French  (hips  took  out  American 
commiflions ;  and,  with  a  few,  or  fometimes  even  no 
American 'failors  on  board,  made  war  on  the  Britifli  trade 
with  impunity.  The  king's  fhips,  however,  took  a  vaft 
number  of  prizes  on  their  part,  though  this  number  Was 
far  from  being  able  to  balance  the  value  of  thofe  taken  by 
the  enemy. 

fiefides  the  direffc  lofe  by  captures,  trade  fuffered  other- 
wife  H)y  the  prodigious  rife  of  infurance ;  that  upon  the 
Weft-Indies  now^amounting  to  no  lefs  than  23  per  cent. 
The  prodigious  armaments  of  France  and  Spain  alfo  threa- 

*  lened  an  approaching  war  with  thefe  powerd ;  fo  that,  to^ 

,  wards  the  end  of  Ofiober,  a  proclamation  was  iflucd,  iot 

raifing  the  bounty  to  fcamen  who  cnlifted  to  5I.  pcr  man. 
Sixteen  additional  ftiips  of  the  line  were  alfo  fuddemf 
put  into  commiffion  ;  and  another  proclamation  was  u- 
fued,  recalling  all  feamen  who  were  in  any  foreign  fervicc. 
This  was  Y|uickly  followed  by  two  others ;  the  one  laying 
an  embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provifions  from  Grca^^ 
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Britain  and  Ireland,  the  other  for  the  obfervation  of  a  ge*  C  H  AP« 
neralfaft.  XV. 

An  opportunity  now  occurred  for  renewing  the  difputes  v..^^vx> 
between  the  city  of  London  and  the  miniflry,  whofe  mu-  172^4. 
tual  animofity  had  not  been  for  many  years  extingui(hed* 
The  prefent  conteft  took  place  with  the  lords  of  the  admi- 
ralty ;  and  the  point  in  queftion  was  the  legality  of  pref- 
fing  feamen  into  his  majefty's  fetvice.  The  lord  mayor 
claimed  an  exemption  for  the  wateripen  of  his  barge,  and 
the  city  denied  the  legality  of  preffing  within  their  jurit* 
difiion.  The  matter*  was  brought  before  the  court  of 
king's  bench,  where  the  judges  gave  their  opinion,  that 
thcfe  claims  were  not  fupported  by  adequate  proof.  How- 
CYcr,  though  the  matter  was  very  hotly  difputed  For  fomc 
time,  it  was  at  laft  ended  without  any  proper  decifion  on 
fome  very  important  points  of  law  ;  though  indeed  the 
ncceffitics  of  the  times,  feemed  now  to  fupcrfede  every 
other  confideracion. 

The  idea  of  being  attacked  by  the  combined  powers  of 
France  and  Spain,  while  engaged  at  the  fame  time  in  a 
conteft,  however  trifling,  with  the  colonies,  began  at  laft 
to  awaken  the  fears  of  the  people.     Sufpicions  of  plots ' 
and  treafons  occurred ;  and  thefe  were  increafed  by  the  at- 
tempts of  an  enthufiaftic  mifcreant,  known  by  the  name 
of  Join  the  Painter,  but  whofe  real  name  was  Jatnes  Ait"  Account  •( 
iin.    This  man  was  bom  at  Edinburgh ;  but  being  en-  ]o^^  the 
dowed  with  a  ftrong  propenfity  to  rambling,  s^s  well  as  ^^^^'^* 
very  vicious  inclinations,  had,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years, 
gone  through  a  number  of  thofe  adventures  in  which  the 
moft  abandoned  vagabonds  ufually  employ  themfelves, 
and  for  which  his  pi^eflion  as  a  |>ainter  afforded  a  proper 
cover.  * 

Among  other  exploits,  our  adventurer  had  pafled 
through  feveral  matching  regiments  of  foot,  from  each  of 
which  he  had  defer  ted  as  foon  as  he  could,  after  receiving 
the  bounty-money.  In  his  various  peregrinations  cht-ough 
diflFcrent  parts  of  England,  he  alternately  committed  high- 
way robberies,  burglaries,  petty  thefts,  rapes,  and  work- 
ed at  his  trade  as  occafion  offered.  At  laft,  he  pafTed 
over  to  America,  where  he  remained  for  two  or  three  , 

years,  traverfed  feveral  of  the  colonies,  and  having,  in  that 
country,  imbibed  the  moft  violent  fentiments  of  the  people 
with  regard  to  the  mother-country,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, filled  with  the  moft  deadly  antipathy  to  Britain  5 
foon  after  which,  he  adopted  the  defign  of  entirely  fub- 
veiting  the  power  of  the  government  and  nation,  by  the 
fole  machinations  of  his  own   induftry  and  ingenuity. 
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CHAP.  This  arduous  taflc  was  to  beaccompliflied  by  fctting  fire 
XV.     to  the  royal  dock- yards,  and  burning  the  principal  trading 
{y^'^rsj  cities  and  towns,  with  dhcir  ftiipping.     In  the  profecution 
1776.     of  this  atrocious  defign,  he  again  traverfed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  kingdom,  in  order  to  obferve  the  ftate  of  the 
fevcral  docks,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  guard- 
ed, which  lad  he  found  in  general  as  carelefs  as  could  be 
wifhed.     Having  procured  all  the  intelligence  he  defired, 
his  next  care  was  to  provide  fire-works^  machines,  and 
combuftibles  proper  for  the  execution  of  his  purpofe  j 
and,  had  it  not  beep  for  his  ignorance  in  the  proper  mode 
of  applying  or  conftrufting  thefe  machines,  it  is  probable 
that  the  naval  power  of  Britain  might  have  been  irre* 
trievably  ruined. 

One  of  thefe  machines,  which  extinguifhed  of  its  own 
accord,  was  found  in  the  hemp-houTe  at  Portfmouth, 
which  It  had  failed  to  fet  on  fire,  though  placed  in  the 
midft  of  a  vaft  quantity  of  fuch  a  combuftible  fubftance. 
i)cc.  7.     He  fucceeded,  however,  in  his  defign  of  fetting  the  rope- 
houfe  on  fire ;  but  the  flames  were  happily  fubdued  with- 
out communicating  themfelves  to  the  other  magazines. 
Attempt  to     ^^?  "^^^  attempt  was  at  Briftol,  where  having  failed 
fet  fire  to    two  or  three  times  in  his  endeavours  to  burn  the  ftiipping, 
Briftol,       he  at  lad  determined  to  fecure  their  deftru£i:ion,  by  fet- 
1777!'^  ^'  ^'"6  °^  ^^^  ^^^  houfes  next  the  quay.     In  this  he  partly 
fucceeded.     Six  or  fevcn  warehoufes  were  fet  on  fire,  and 
confumed  ;  but  ftill  the  (hipping  remained  fafe.  So  many 
attempts,  which  were  abortive,  were  always  difcovered ; 
his  machines  being  found,  could  not  but  excite  the  greateft 
alarm.    It  could  not  be  imagined  chat  all  this  (hould  pro- 
ceed from  the  mere  political  enthufiafm  of  a  wretched 
tagabond.     The  two  great  parties  into  which  the  nation 
was  divided  mutally  accufed  each  other.     The  moft  bi- 
gotted  and  furious,  on  the  one  fide  at|ributed  them  to  the 
difafixs^lion  and  republican  principles  of  the  other ;  while 
thofe  of  the  fame  denomination  ^  on  the  other  fide  were 
equally  convinced,  that  they  were  the  mere  inventions  or 
malicious  a^bs  of  the  tories  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  black- 
ening their  adverfaries. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  this  mlfcreant  from  Briftol, 
he  was  taken  up  on  fome  fufpicious  circumftances,  but  be- 
haved with  uncommon  art  and  boldnefs.  Though  brought 
before  fome'of  the  lords  and  principal  ofiicers  of  the  admi- 
ralty, by  whom  he  was  fevcral  times  examined,  he  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  anfwcr  fuch  queftions  as  might  tend  in 
the  remoteft  degree  to  criminate  him  5.  nor  did  he  appear 
in  any  manner  of  way  embarraffed  in  his  defence.  At  laft 
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iie  was  circumvented  by  meatis  of  another  painter,  who  CHAP. 
was  alfo  an  Americani     This  itian,  by  pretending  to  fym-      XV. 
pathize  with  the  misfortunes  of  John,  and  to  be  of  the  ^^  '  v  '■■*^ 
fame  principles  with  him,  at  length  obtained  his  confi-    '^777- 
dence  inprifon,  until  being  in ftrufted  and  aflifted  for  the 
piirpofe,  he  fulfilled  his  intent,  by  drawing  from  him  the 
whole  hiftory  of  his  crimes.     On  his  trial  at  Portfmouth, 
hotwithftanding  the  fhock  which  the  appearance  and  evi- 
dence of  his  pretended  friend  againft  him  ipuft  have  given, 
he  behaved  with  the  fame  boldnefs  and  addrefs  he  had 
hitherto  manifefted — made  a  good  defence— ^ftirewd  ob- 
fervations  on  the  nature  o^  the  evidence,  and  the  bafenefs 
of  the  witnefs— and  received  fentcnce  of  death  with  per- 
fedl  indifference.     When  at  the  place  of  execution,  or  in  hU  ciccu* 
his  way  to  it,  he  ferit  for  one  of  the  principal  natal  officers  ti«b 
at  Portfmouth,  to  whom  he  acknowledged  his  crime,  and 
likeWife  gave  fome  cautions  with  refpcft  to  the  future  prc- 
fervation  of  the  royal  dock-yards  from  fimilar  dangers. 

In  the  riftcan  time,  the  parliament  met  on  the  laft  day  pariiamou 
of  Oftober,  and  as  the  accounts  of  the  fuccefs  at  New-  tary  pro- 
York  had  already  arrived,  the  fpecch  from  the  throne  ex-  ^*"^'» 
prefled  not  only  the  utmoft  indignation  againft  the  rebels,  ,^y^'^ 
but  the  greateft  hopes  of  fubduing  them ;  another  cam- 
paign, however,  would,  at  any  rate,  be  neceflary-  Ami- 
cable aflurances  from  other  powers  were  ftill  held  forth, 
though,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  it  wasindifpenfibl/ 
neceffary,  that  we  (hould  be  in  a  refpedable  ftate  of  de- 
fence at  home.  The  expence  of  this  was  regretted,  but 
no  doubt  was  entertained,  that  the  important  objefts  un- 
der confideration  would  procure  a  chearful  grant  of  the 
tieceflary  fupplies*  In  this  arduous  conteft  it  was  evident, 
that  his  ipajefty  could  have  no  other  objeft  than  the  good 
of  his  fubjefts ;  no  people  ever  enjoyed  more  happinefs, 
or  lived  under  a  milder  government  than  the  revolted  pro- 
vinces, of  which  their  boafted  improvements  in  every  art, 
their  numbers,  wealth,  and  llrength  by  fea  and  land,  were 
irrefragable  proofs.  The  fpeech  concluded  with  a  decla- 
ration, that  his  majefty's  defire  was  to  reftore  to  them  the 
bleffingSv  of  law  and  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every 
Britifti  fubjeft,  which  they  had  fatally  and  defperately 
thrown  away  for  the  calamities  pf  war,  and  the  arbitrary 
tyranny  of  their  chiefs*  , 

The  addreflcs  on  this  occafion  were  in  the  ordinary 
ftraii\,  and  were,  as  ufual,  warmly  debated  in  both  houfes. 
In  the  houfe  of  commons,  lord  John  Cavendifti  n^ovcd 
an  amendment  longer  than  the  addrefs  itfelf  j  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  American 

Vol.  V.  S  2 
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C  H  A  P.  revolt  on  the  miniftcrs,  on  account  of  their  withholding' 

.  XV.     from  parliament  the  neceflary  information^  and  miflcad^ 

^-^'^  -» ing  the  houfe  into  falfe  meafurcs,  every  one  of  which^ 

'  J76.     inflcad  of  procuring  either  reconciliation  or  fubmifiion  oiv. 

the  part  of  the  colonifts^  had  tended  to  exafperate  them 

more  and  more. 

The  amendment  propofed  by  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, in  the  houfe  of  lords,  criticifed  the  fpeech  as  the 
a£l  of  the  minifter,  in  a  manner  dill  more  fevere,  and 
openly  denied  almoft  every  thin^  aflerted  in  it. 
>  On  the  other  fide^   the  addrefs  was  defended  with 
equal  M'armth,  and  the  amendment  rejeded  by  the  ufual 
majority,  the  numbers  being  242  to  87  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  91  to  76  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
Several  of       '^^^  members  in  oppofition,  finding  themfelves  on  every 
the  minor-  occafion  ovcrpowcred  by  fuch  vaft  majorities,  refolved  at 
hy  retire     length  to  take  no  more  (hare  in  the  debates  relative  to 
houfe.  ^     America,  but  to  leave  the  minifterial  party  entirely  mat- 
ters of  the  field.  Some  of  the  principal  leaders  took  a  for- 
mal leave  of  the  fpeaker,  and  immediately  left  the  houfe ; 
a  circumflance  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the  other  party, 
as  the  voting  immenfe  fums  of  money  without  any  debate, 
feemed  to  lay  no  unreafonable  foundation  for  demanding 
another  difcuflion  at  fome  future  period. 

The  feceding  members  iuflified  themfelves  on  feveral 
grounds ;  particularly,  that  in  the  prefent  (late  of  things, 
all  oppofition  to  government-meafures,  particularly  in  what 
related  to  American  affairs,  was  abfolutely  vain  and  fruit- 
lefs.  It  was  even  worfe ;  it  was  frivolous  and  contempti- 
ble ;  it  was  too  degrading  to  themfelves  to  be  the  continual 
indruments  of  oppofing  reafon  and  argument  to  the  deaf 
infolence  of  irrefiftible  force,  which  had  long  ago  deter- 
mined on  its  meafures  without  thefmalleft  regard  to  either. 
They  had,  for  a  number  of  years,  repeatedly  warned  the 
nation  of  the  dangers  attending  thofe  ruinous  meafures 
which  it  was  purfuing.  The  miniftry,  however,  by  play- 
ing upon  the  padions  of  the  people,  by  various  allure- 
ments, and  that  unbounded  influence  of  the  crown,  which 
now  pervaded  every  department,  had  brought  the  great 
body  over  to  their  meafures,  infomuch  that  it  feemed  now 
impoflfible  to  recover  them  from  their  delufion. — ^That,  as 
it  was  not  the  part  of  a  wife  man  to  drive  witK  impofli- 
bilities,  fo  neither  was  it  confident  for  thofe  who  regard- 
ed their  honed  fame  beyond  all  other  things,  except  their 
principles  and  honour,  to  draw  upon  them  the  hatred  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  by  endeavouring  to  ferve  them.  They 
would,  therefore,  preferving  their  principles  dill  uafhaken, 


G  E  O  R  G  E    in.  317 

and  refcrve  their  activity  for  ^rational  endeavours,  when  the  C  H  A  P. ' 
prefent  delirium  might  be  fo  far  allayed,  either  with  the      XV. 
people  or  their  miniiters,  as  to  afford  fome  room  for  its  ^—-^v'***^ 
operating;  with  advantage.  i5J76. 

This  feceffioii,  however,  was  not  v^ry  ftriftly  adhered  ocbatcioa 
to,  on  the  part  of  the  minority.  In  the  beginning  of  Fe-  the  Xrea- 
hruary,  the  miniftcr  brought  in  a  bill  to  enable  his  majefty  fon  *>»*'. 
to  fecure  and  detain  perfons  fufpe£ied  of,  or  charged  with  1777'°* 
the  crime  of  high  treafon^  committed  in  America  or  on 
the  high  feas,  or  of  the  cripae  of  p'racy.  He  prefaced  the 
motion    by  obfcrvirig,  that,  during  the  prefent  war  in  ' 
AmcricTLf  many  prifoners  had  been  made,  who  were  in  the 
adlual  commtflion  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon :  that 
there  were  others  guilty  of  that  crime  who  might  be 
taken,  but  who,  for  want  of  fufficieht\evidence,  could  not 
at  prefent  be  fecureiy  confined :  that  it  had  been  cuftom- 
ary  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  or  danger  of  invaGon  from  with- 
outy  to  enable  the  crown  to  feize  fufpe£ted  perfons.    He 
would  not,  however,  be  thought  to  hint  at  any  prefent 
neceflicy  of  trufting  minifters  with  fuch  a  power  in  gene- 
ral ;  the  times  were  happily  different  from  thofe  which 
called  for  fuch  exertions  in  their  utmoft  extent,  as  neither 
rebeilibn  at  home  nor  foreign  war  were  apprehended.-— 
But,  as  the  law  ftood  at  preient,  it  was  not  poilible  for 
government  officially  to  apprehend  the  mod  fufpe£ted 
perfon.  The  crown  had  no  means  of  eoniining  reb?l  pri- 
fonersy  or  thofe  taken  in  the  crime  of  piracy  on  the^lmji 
feas,  but  in  common  gaols ;  a  meafure  not  only  incon^ 
nient,  but  impraflicable.  In  the  prefent  (late  of  affairs,  it 
was  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  the  crown  (hould  be  enabled 
to  confine  prifoners  under  thofe  defcriptions,  and  to  pro- 
tide  for  their  fecurity  in  the  fame  manner  that  was  prac-  ' 
tifed  with  other  prifoners  of  war,  until  circumftances 
might  make  it  advifable  to  proceed  criminally  againfl; 
them. 

Such,  according  to  the  miniffer's  defcription,  was  the 
purport  of  this  bill ;  but,  when  it  came  to  be  read,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  enading  claufe  rendered  all  perfons  taken 
in  the  aft  of  high  treafon,  committed  in  any  of  the  colo- 
nics, or  on  the  high  feas,  or  in  the  aft  of  piracy,  or  who 
are  or  fhall  be  charged  with  or  fufpefted  of  any  of  thofe 
crimes,  liable  to  be  committed  to  any  common  gaol,  or 
to  any  other  fpccial  place  of  confinement  appointed  for 
that  purpofe,  under  his  majefty's  fign  manual,  within  any 
part  of  his  dominions,  there  to  be  detained  in  fafe  cuftody, 
without  bail,  mainprife,  or  trial,  during  the  continuance 
,  pl  the  law  5  with  a  provifion,  however,  enabling  a  ccytaiu 
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C  H  A  P^  number  of  the  privy  council  to  grant  an  order  for  admit* 

XV,  ting  fuch  perfons  to  bail  or  trial. 
V*'*^*'^  ' '  Of  the  few  members  in  oppofition  who  happened  to  he 
^  ^777«  prefent,  mr.  Dunning  animadverted  moft  fevcrely  on  the 
bill  now  propofed  by  the  minifter.  He  exprcfled  the  ntmoft 
aftonifhment^  that  a  bill  of  fuch  magnitude  and  import- 
ance,  which  ftruck  dire£tly  at  the  great  palladium  of  the 
Britifh  conftitutioui  the  bakeas  corpus  a£l;«  (hould  be  brought 
in  without  proper  notice,  at  a  feafon  when  the  houfe  was 
fo  badly  attended,  and  an  attempt  made  to  precipitate  ic^ 
paiTage  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  as  to  ptopofe  the 
fecond  reading  within  three  or  four  days  after  its  being 
firil  heard  of.  Befides  the  defc£t  in  point  of  notice,  he 
faid  it  had  alfo  been  brought  in  unfairly;  and  was  totally 
different  from  what  the  minifter  bad  announced  it  to  be 
on  the  preceding  day.  It  was  likewife  extremely  difcofi* 
dant  in  its  parts ;  neither  the  title  nor  preamble  giving  the 
fmalleft  idea  of  the  extraordinary  matter  contained  in  the 
enading  cjaufes.  He  was  equally  fhocked  and  alarmed  td 
fee  a  bill,  which  was  to  fufpend  ail  the  fundions  of  the 
conftltution,  brought  in  under  fuch  circumftances,  and 
attempted  to  be  fmuggled  througlv  a  thin  houfe  undl^r 
falie  eol(^urs,  before  the  nation  could  be  apprifed  of  ittf 
danger,  or  their  conftituents  have  the  fmalleft  nMice,  that 
they  were  going,  to  furrender  the  foundation  of  all  their 
other  rights,  and  the  peculiar  cbara£beriilic  of  the  Bricifll 
bberty  and  government.  ,  , 

The  alarm  excited  by  this  bill  recalled  a  ff w  of  the  mi* 
nority  gentlemen,  who  had  before  refufed  their  atten* 
dance,  and  the  difputes  were  renewed  with,  as  great  fury 
as  ever.  On  the  prefent  occafion,  however,  the  minifter 
flbewed  himf4elf  much  more  compl^ifant  ihan  ufual.  H« 
chearfully  agreed  to  an  amendment  propofed  by  a  gentle- 
man in  the  minprity,  that  nothing  fliould  be  deemed/i>tf<' 
cy  within  the  true  meaning  and  legal  conftruftion  of  the 
afl?,  but  a£is  of  felony  committed  upon  the  {hips  or  goods 
of  the  fubje£k  on  ihe  high  feas.  This  amendment  wiw  the 
more  particularly  contended  for,  as  by  fome  of  the  form- 
er ftatutes  of  piracy,  the  trading  or  correfpondiag  with 
pirates  was  deemed  to  be  felony  without  benefit  rfcicrr 
gy  ;  and  it  was  apprehended,  that  perfons  who  had  inno- 
cently traded  with  the  Ani^ricans,  might,  by  conAruftio» 
of  the  law,  be  fubjcfted  to  the  penalties  of  thefe  ftatutes. 
The  apparent  flexibility  of  the  minifter  on  the,  prefent 
occafion,  gave  rife  to  the  propofal  of  another  amendment 
of  greater  importance,  which  was,  that  no  pcrfon  fliouW 
t>e  iccxired  or  detained  \indcr,  or  by  yirt^c  of  this  aft;  ^ 
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tfcafon,  or  fufptcion  of  trcafon,  unlefs  fuch  pcrfon  (hould  CH  AP. 
have  been   locally  refident  in  his  majefty's  colonies  and     XV. 
piantacions  in  America,  at  the  time  he  was  charged  with,  ^  "y-  "^ 
or  fufpc£led  of  committing  the  crime.     This  amendment     '777' 
was  Tigoroufly  oppofed  by  adminidration  ;  but  while  his 
friends  were,  as  they  thought,  fighting  the  battle  of  the 
miniftcr,  he,  to  their  utter  aftoniihment,  deferted  them, 
and  the  amended  claufe  was  received  without  a  diviiion. 
The  bill,  however,  was  ftill  contefted,  though  more  faint- 
ly, and  at  laft  carried  by  112  to  35.     In  the  houfe  ol 
lords  it  paffed  without  debate  or  amendment,  the  minority 
having  fo  totally  deferted  that  aifemWy,  that  lord  Abing- 
don fdund  himfelf  left  alone  in  a  protell  againft  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  feflion,  though  feveral  of  the  pub-  On  the 
He  accounts  underwent  a  fcvere  animadverfion,  particular-  pay™ciit  of 
\j  thofe  for  horfes  and  rum  for  the  army,  the  mod  dif-  <jcbt"and 
agreeable  bufmefs  that  occurred  was  relative  to  the  civil  augmcnta- 
lift,  which  was  again  become  prodigioufly  indebted.     On  ^\^^}  *?^  ^^^ 
the  pth  of  April,  a  meffage  from  the  throne  was  delivered,  *^*April  9. 
in  which  much  concern  was  exprefled  by  the  fovereign  at 
being  obliged  to  acquaint  them  with  the  difficulties  he 
laboured  under,  from  debts  incurred  by  the  expences  of 
the  houfehold,  and  of  the  civil  government,  which,  on  the 
5th  of  January  laft,  had  amounted  to  more  than  6oo,oool. 
—that  he   relied  on  the  loyalty  and  afFeftiori  of  his  faith- 
ful commons,  of  which  he  had  received  fo  many  fignal 
proofs,  for  enabling  him  to  difcharge  this  debt ;  and  that 
they  would,  at  the  fame  time,  make  fome  further  provi- 
fion  for  the  bctcer  fupport  of  his  houfehold,  and  the  hon- 
our and  dignity  of  his  crown.    The  meflage  was  accom- 
panied with  a  number  of  papers,  containing  various  ac- 
counts of  the  expenditure,  and  a  comparative  view  of  the 
whole  amount  of  the  prefent  civil-lift  eftablifliment  from 
the  year  1 760,  with  that  of  the  produce  of  the  former  re- 
venues, which  had  been  appropriated  to  that  fervicc  dur- 
ing the  fame  period  ;  the  former  to  fliew  the  caufes  of  the 
increafed  expence,  and  the  latter,  that  the  crown  had 
been  a  lofer  by 'the  bargain  made  at  that  time  with  the 
parliament. 

The  meflage  being,  after  fome  debate,  referred  to  the 
committee  of  fu'pply,  was  taken  into  contideration  on  the 
i6th  of  the  month;  when  a  motion  was- made  by  lord  April  16. 
John  Cavendifli,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  it  fhould 
be  determined  by  a  vote,  whether  the  requifition  contain- 
ed in  the  meflage  ftiould  be  immediately  complied  with, 
or  the  accompts  firft  taken  into  confideration.  The  mi- 
;iority,  vho  were  unanimous  in  fupport  of  the  motion. 
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CHAP,  dif^rcd  fomcwhat  amdng  thcmfelvcs  as  to  fhc  method  to 

XV.     be  adopted  in  carrying  their  plan  into  execution.     Some 

v.^^v>^  were  of  opinion,  that  the  prcfent  debt  ought  to  be  dif* 

1777.     charged,  as  a  matter  that  couldaiot  be  avoided,  but  w^re 

averfe  to  any  augmentation  of  the  revenue ;  while  otheis 

were  decidedly  againft  cither,  until  the  aceompts  ftiould 

have  received  a  full  difcuflion,  when  they  infifted,  tKat 

the  revenue  as  it  then  flood  would  be  fufficient  to  anftirer 

every  ufeful  purpofc.     The  motion,  however,  was  rejed- 

cdby  281  to  114.     On  which  two  refolutions  were  paf- 

fed;  one,  that  the  fum  of  618,340!.   fliould  be  granted 

to  his  majefty,  in  order  to  pay  the  debt  incurred  by  his 

'  houfehold,  &c.;  the  other,  that  the  fum  of  ioo,oool. 

o«a  b  I  *  y^^^i  ^^^^  *"^  above  the  fun>  of  8co,oool.  be  granted 
as  a  further  provifion  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  majef- 
ty's  houfehold,  and  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown. 
Thefe  propofitions  called  forth  the  wnole  ftrength  of 
oppofition.  The  gentlemen  on  (hat  fide  of  the  houfe, 
while  they  lamented  the  degrading  fituation  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  many  diilrefles  thereby  brought  upon  in- 
dividualsy  afcribed  the  debt  entirely  to  the  boundlefs  and 
fcandalous  profufion  of  miniilers,  and  infifted  that  the  pre- 
fent  revenue  was,  without  any  poffibility  of  doubt,  not  on- 
ly fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of  government, 
when  under  the  reftri£tion  of  a  prudent  ceconomy,  but 
alfo,  fully  to  fupport  the  grandeur,  fplendour,  and  magnifi- 
cence ctf  the  crown,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  its  own  dig- 
nity, and  the  greatne fs  of  the  nation,  even  in  its  happieft 
sera.  It  was  too  manifelt,  however,  that  the  debt  had 
been  incurred  in  fupporting  and  carrying  on  a  fyftcm  of 
corruption.  There  was  no  man,  let  his  party  be  what  it 
would,  but  who  had  an  internal  conviction,  that  the  roy- 
al revenues  were  fquandered  in  obtaining  that  baneful  and 
unbounded  influence  which  fwept  away  every  thing  before 
it.  Thus  the  nation  was  already  brought  to  the  brink  of 
ruin ;  wc  were  in  a  great  meafure  already  deprived  of  the 
benefits  of  a  limited  govccnment  •,  a  great  monarch  was  rc- 
'  duced  to  flraits  which  would  difgrace  a  private  gentleman, 
and  the  luflre  of  the  Britifh  crown  tarniihed  in  a  manitcr 
never  heard  of  before.  The  conflitution,  it  was  true,  was 
not  alarmed  by  the  boiflerous  voice  of  prerogative  5  but 
the  danger  was  now  much  greater,  as  the  foe  was  fly, 
covert,  and  infidious  ;  and  his  operations,  though  flower, 
were  much  more  certain.  They  were  therefore  called 
*  upon  by  their  patriotifm,  and  by  every  tie  of  public  as  well 

as  private  duty,  to  reftrain,  inflcad  of  augmenting  the 
means  of  corruption,  and  to  prevent  miniftcrs,  under  any 
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name  or  pretence  whatever,  from  obtaining  the  dlfpofal  CHAP. 
of  fuch  a  permanent  revenue  as  would  render  them  ei-     XV. 
ther  independepc  of  parliament,  or  enable  them  to  cfta-  *— -^■^■^ 
bliih  fuch  an  influence  as  might  virtually  prefcribe  its      '^^Z* 
duties,  or  controul  its  operations. 

The  oppofition  alfo  animadverted  on  the  accompts  in 
the  moft  fevere  manner.  1  hey  were  fabricated,  they  faid, 
to  perplex,  and  not  to  give  information ;  the  fafls,  of 
which  their  titles  announced  the  difcovery,  could  not  bear 
the  light.  A  great  part  o£  the  royal  revenue  had  been 
fquandered  inr  fo  (hameful  a  manner,  that  the  miniflers 
dared  not  avow  its  difpofal,  nor  communicate  fuch  a  piece 
of  knowledge  to  the  public.  They  were  Unaccompanied 
by  any  voucher,  or  by  any  collateral  or  explanatory  obfer- 
vation,  capable  of  giving  them  even  that  colour  of  authen- 
ticity which  was  neceflary  for  their  appearance  before 
parliament,  or  to  render  them  worthy  of  its  attention. 
Some  accompts  had  even  been  fabricated,  in  order  to  de- 
ceive the  people  into  an  opinion,  that  the  crown  had  been 
a  great  lofer  by  the  bargain  made  in  1760.  In  ellimating 
the;  amount  of  what  was  moft  improperly  called  the  here'- 
ditary  revfnues^  or  properly,  the  appropriated  duties  for  the 
lad  iixteen  years,  compared  with  that  of  the  adiual  civil- 
lift  revenue,  a  great  furplufagc  was  dated,  and  reprcfcn- 
ted  as  fo  much  lofs  to  the  crown,  which  had  refigned  the 
foriter :  although  the  fa£):  was,  that  the  greater  part  of 
this  furplus  arofe  from  a  parliamentary  fund  that  had  no 
exiftence  in  the  year  1760,  and  to  which,  if  it  had,  the 
crown  could  not  have  had  the  fmalleft  pretenfion.  This 
fund  was  created  by  the  poft-office  a£t  of  the  5th  of  the 
prefent  reign  5  and  in  this  eftimatc,  with  an  evident  view 
of  impofition  and  deception,  was  brought  to  account  on 
the  fide  of  the  crown,  under  the  fuppofition  that  the  mul- 
tiplicity and  perplexity  of  figures  would,  together  with  the 
indolence  and  inattention  (b  prevalent  in  public  affairs, 
^ffeftuallyoperate  in  preventing  deteclion.  It  was  obfer- 
ved,  thatthe  large  fumsof  171,000!.  and  1 14,000!.  were 
charged  in  two  lines  ior  fecret  fervice^  under  the  difpofal  of 
the  two  fecrctaries  of  the  trcafury,  which  coiild  not  but 
feem  very  dangerous,  as  well  as  myftcrious.  It  was  al- 
lowed to  be  right  and  neceflary,  that  the  fecreiaries  of  ftate 
fliould  hQ  allowed  money  for  the  purpofe  of  procuring 
foreign  intelligence  ;  but  that  theofiicersof  the  treafury,  ,  ' 
who  can  have  no  public  conneftion  beyond  their  own 
office,  much  lefs  any  incercourfe  with  foreign  ftates,  (hould 
be  the  agents  for  difpofing  of  the  public  money  in  fecret 
iervice,  was  a  moft  alarming  afl^air^  and  had  in  itfelf  fuflii- 
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CHAP,  cient  evidence  to  put  ah  end  at  once  to  all  doubts  as  to  iH 
XV.      defign  or  application.     Th^  cxpenfe  charged  under  the 

V>^VnL^  heads  ol Cofferer^ s office ^hoard  of  iDorhs^  2ind  foreign  mini/' 
1777'  .  terSf  was  faid  to  be  enormous  beyond  meafure.  It  now  ap- 
peared, that  an  attempt  was  made  to  realize  the  wretched 
policy  of  James  VII.  viz,  the  maintaining  an  army  of 
ambafTadors,  at  the  fame  time  that  every  tranfaftion,  ei- 
ther with  regard  to  foreign  or  domeftic  affairs,  proclaimed 
aloud  the  imbecility  of  minifters,  and  the  folly  of  their 
negocialions.  Above  half  a  million  was  dated  under  the 
article  of  the  hoard  ofworks,  without  the  leaft  item  to  fliew 
to  whom,orforwhatpurpofeit  Wasdifpofed,  or  on  what 
palace,  houfe,  park,  or  royal  garden,  it  had  been  expen- 
ded. 

On  the  part  of  the  miniftry,  this  deficiency  in  their  ac- 
compts  was  attributed  to  their  prcdeceflbrs  in  office,  who 
had  carried  away  from  their  refpeftive  departments  thofc 
papers  and  documents  which  would  have  been  neceffary 
to  afford  that  unufual  degree  of  accuracy  and  fpecification 
now  demanded.  It  was  alfo  maintained,  that,  far  from 
treating  parliament  with  contempt,  or  defigning  to  mif- 
lead,  or  keep  them  in  ignorance,  they  had  m\ich  exceeded 
their  predeceffors  in  exadtnefs.  Upon  fimilar  occafions 
it  had  been  cuftomary,  either  to  give  no  accompts  at  all^ 
^or  only  fuch  grofs  and  loofe  eftimates  as  were  now  become 
fo  much  the  objefts  of  cenfure.  Such  had  been  the  cafe 
in  the  year  17 lo,  under  queen  Anne,  and  in  that  of* 
George  I.  when  two  fuch  applications  were  made.  The 
fame  had  been  done  at  the  acceffion  of  the  late  king,  when 
the  annual  augmentation  of  ioo,oool;  was  made  to  the 
civil-lift  revenue  ;  in  the  year  1 747,  under  the  fame  reigUi 
when  parliament  granted  450,000!.  to  difcharge  that  mo- 
narch's debts  ;  and  fuch  they  obferved,  finally,  was  the 
cafe  in  the  year  1769,  upon  the  former  application  by  his 
prefent  majefty  to  parliament. 

It  was  likewife  contended,  particularly  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  that  the  crown  had  a  juit  and  equitable  claim  to  the 
provifion  now  demanded,  in  confcquence  of  that  mofj  ge- 
nerous and  liberal  aft  of  his  majefty  in  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  when,  from  a  truly  paternal  feeling  for  the  bur* 
dens  of  his  people,  and  a  moft  princely  defire  of  contri- 
buting to  their  eafe,  he  furrendered  the  civil-lift  revenue  ' 
of  the  former  reign,  which  was  fully  competent  to  all  the 
cxpenccs  of  his  houfehold  and  civil  government,  and  ac- 
cepted of  the  prefent  income,  without  any  experience  to 
decide  upon  ii,  although  it  was  then  hoped  it  would  have 
been  fufficient  to  anfwer  every  purpofe.     DuriRg  the  fix* 
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teen  years  of  the  prefcnt  reign,  they  alfo  faid,  that  the  re-  CH  AP« 
venues  above  mentioned  had  exceeded  the  annual  amouiit      XV., 
of  the  royal  income  by  confiderably  more  than  two  mil-  ^  ■»■    * 
Ibns,  and  about  doubled  the  aggregate  funi  granted  by  par-     < 7 7  7* . 
iiament  in  the  year  1769,  and  that  required  for  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  prefent  debt.     P*rom  thefe  they  dontended^ 
that  the  difcharge  of  the  prefent  incumbrances,  as  well  as 
the  future  augmentation,  Were  evidently  matters  of  juftic^ 
and  right,  though  applied  (or,  and  wiihed  to  be  received, 
as  favours ;  and  that,  in  fuch  circumftances,  the  fcrutiniz- 
ing  of  accompts,  and  entering  into  minute  inquiries,  waA 
equally  abfurd  and  petulant. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  application  was  fup« 
ported  by  other  arguments.  The  revenue,  it  was  affirmed, 
was  really  and  truly  infufficient  for  the  purpofes  it  had 
to  anfwer.  It  was  Impoffible,  nor  would  it  be  proper,  even 
though  the  cafe  were  otherwife,  to  redrain  the  expences 
of  a  great  fovcrclgn,  and  thofe  in  the  numerous  depart- 
ments of  his  houfehold  and  civil  government,  within  th6 
limits  of  an  exaft  oeconomy.  The  parfimony  which  would 
be  highly  commendable  in  a  private  gentlemarl,  would  ht 
meannels  in  a  monarch.  They  obferved  the  prodigious 
rife  in  all  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  increafe  in  evef  y  ar- 
ticle of  expcnfe  and  mode  of  living,  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  lafl:  fifty  years,  being  the  period  (inct 
certain  funds  were  affigned  to  the  civil-lift  eftablifliment,  ' 
which  were  intended  to  produce  at  Icaft  800,000 1.  per 
annum.  They  dwelt  alfo  upon  the  numerous  increafe  of 
the  royal  family,  but,  however  great  the  fatisfa^ioit 
ariGng  from  this  circumftance  might  be,  it  muft  natural- 
ly and  inevitably  be  produdlive  of  great  additional  ex- 
penfe.  Other  occafional  or  extraordinary  expenfes  had 
alfo  occurred.  The  revenues  of  the  crown  had  been  con- 
fiderably diminifhed  in  confequence  of  the  public  calami- 
ties. By  thefe  the  American,  quit-rents,  at  leaft  for  the 
prefent,  wer.e  loft ;  and,  by  judgments  of  law-courts,  the 
Weft-India  revenue  had  been  greatly  diminiflied.  A  great 
clamour  was  made  about  the  increafe  of  penflons,  and 
they  were  talked  of  in  general  as  means  of  corruption ; 
but,  would  they  cut  off  the  rewards  for  officers  of  the 
law,  to  whom  an  honourable  rcpofc,  after  the  toils  they 
had  endured,  was  as  necefTary  as  equitable  ?  Muft  mini- 
ftcrs  m  foreign  courts,  who  had  fpent  their  youth,  and 
certainly  not  ^ncrcafcd  their  fortunes  in  that  fervice,  re- 
tire to  fpend  their  laft  years  in  difcontent  and  mifcry  ? 

By  thefe  arguments,  however,  the  minority  were  far 
from  being  filenced.  They  laughed  at  the  idea  of  confider« 

-  Vol.  V.  T  2      ' 
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CH  AP.  ing  the  duties  appropriated  by  the  parliament  to  the  fup- 
XV.     port  of  the  civil- lift,  as  an  hereditary  property,  and  the  re- 

L/^YXJ  venue  of  the  crown  as  the  entailed  eftate  of  a  private  gen- 
'7?7'  tleman.  Thefe  duties,  they  faid,  belonged  at  no  time  to 
the  crown,  but  were  always  under  the  difpofal  of  parlia« 
ment.  It  was,  therefore,  to  the  laft  degree  abfurd,  prc- 
pofterous,  and  fallacious,  to  reprefcnt  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  by  his  prefent  majefty  with  the  public,  as  any 
aft  of  concejjion  in  him.  Nobody,  they  faid,  would  pretend 
to  make  it  a  doubt,  that  the  minifters,  who  were  in  office 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  reign,  under  all  the 
particular  circumftances  of  glory  and  afFeftion,  which  fo 
happily  diftinguiihed  that  aera,  would  advife  his  majefty 
in  an  application  to  a  parliament  and  people,  who  could 
refufe  him  nothing,  to  demand  fuch  an  income  as  would 
be  fully  adequate  to  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  the 
crown  with  dignity  and  fpendour.  It  muft  have  been  then 
in  the  king's  contemplation  to  marry ;  and  he  muft  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  his  minifters,  of  courie  look  forward  to  the 
expenfes  confequent  to  fuch  a  ftate,  attended  with  the 
probability  of  a  numerous  iflue.  This  was  undoubtedly 
done ;  and  thefe  contingencies  were  then  fuppofcd  on  all 
fides  to  be  amply  provided  for,  by  the  bounty  granted  in 
parliament.  The  propofal  not  only  originated  from  the 
throne,  but  the  acceptance  of  it  by  parliament  was  grate- 
fully acknowledged.  The  grant  was  made  in  the  very  way 
propofed  by  mr.  Legge,  who  was  then  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  and  who,  in  the  king's  name,  gave  the  moft 
explicit  aiTurances,  that  no  more  (hould  be  aflced.  The  civil- 
lift  aft  exprefsly  declares  in  its  preamble,  that  8oo,oool. 
was  a  certain  competent  revenue  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penfes  of  his  majefty's  civil  government,  and  fupporiing 
the  dignity  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain. 

The  arguments  adduced,  and  the  right  claimed,  from 
the  fuppofed  praftice  of  parliament,  in  conftantly  dif- 
charging,  without  accompt  or  inquiry,  the  incumbrances 
of  the  crown  upon  former  applications,  were  faid  to  be 
equally  unfounded,  and  to  have  been  overthrown  by  fafts 
already  ftated.  Queen  Anne  generoufly  beftowed  1 00,000 1. 
annually  of  her  private  revenue,  in  fupporting  a  moft  ex- 
tenfive,  dangerous,  and  important  war ;  and  flie  expen- 
ded vaft  fums  of  money  upon  a  public  objedl,  in  the  erec- 
tion of  Blenheim  Palace.  Her  claim  upon  the  public  wai 
not,  however,  founded  upon  her  generofity,  munificence, 
or  prodigality.  Parliament,  during  the  preffing  exigencies 
of  the  nation,  had  very  confiderably  broken  in  upon  feve- 
ral  branches  of  the  civil-lift  revenue,  which  were  diverted 
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from  their  proper  channel,  to  anfwer  the  immediate  and  CHAP, 
important  demands  of  the  war.  This  abftraftion  of  the      XV. 
revenue  muft,  of  courfe,  have  aff«£led  the  private  oecono-  K^^y^^j 
my  of  the  fovereign,  and  occafioned  her  to  run  in  debt,      1777. 
for  the  difcharge  of  which  ftie  had  an  equitable  and  legal 
claim  on  the  public.  It  was  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  (he 
"was  not  prefled  to  Ihew  how  the  debt  had  been  incurred, 
when  the  fum  required  was  lefs  than  the  demand  which 
a  fair  creditor  might  have  made.  Neither  did  George  II. 
apply  to  parliament  for  any  benevolence,  nor  did  he  re- 
quire any  increafe  of  revenue.  He  did  not  defire  to  have 
his  debts  paid,  merely  becaufe  he  was  in  debt;  he  only  de- 
manded the  payment  of  money  to  which  he  was  legally 
entitled,  and  which  the  nation  was  bound  by  a£l  of  par- 
liament to  make  good. 

But,  quitting  mquiries  into  paft  tranfaftions,  and  de- 
du£tions  drawn  from  them,  it  was  maintained  by  feveral 
members  in  both  houfes,  that  if  the  revenues  proceeding 
from  Wales,  Cornwall,  the  duchy  of  Lancafter,  Ireland, 
Weft-India  Iflands,  American  quit-rents,  and  other  fources 
of  fmaller  confequence,  were  taken  into  connderation,  and 
added  to  the  civil-lift  eftablifliment,  the  crown  would  be 
found  to  have  pofleffed,  for  feveral  years,  a  revenue  of 
more  than  a  million  fterling :  That  if  the  American  quit- 
rents  had  not  been  loft,  or  could  be  recovered,  this  reve- 
nue folely  in  the  crown,  independent  of  account,  and  free 
from  inquiry,  would,  in  a  few  years,  increafe  in  fuch  a 
degree,  as  to  afford  a  greater  fund  of  treafure  for  private 
difpofal  than  the  moft  powerful  and  arbitrary  fovereign  in 
Chriftendom  could  boaft  of.  Though  the  revenues  of 
'  Hanover  and  Ofnaburgh  did  not  come  within  the  cogni- 
zance of  parliament,  they  were,  however,  to  be  confidered 
as  objefts  of  attention  in  all  queftions  relative  to  the  ex- 
ceflive  growing  power,  and  dangerous  influence  of  the 
crown.  With  fuch  vaft  funds  in  its  poiTeffion,  that  po- 
verty which  was  now  fo  ftrongly  urged,  and  fo  grievoufly 
pleaded,  and  which,  indeed,  was  too  (hamefully  apparent 
in  all  the  occonomy  of  the  court,  inftead  of  anfwering 
the  purpofes  propofed  by  the  minifters  in  their  repre- 
fentations,  fhould  have  a  very  different  efFeft,  and  in  re- 
ality afforded  room  for  the  moft  ferious  and  alarming  re- 
fledlions  and  apprehenfions.  It  was  hkewife  faid  to  be  a 
matter  of  the  utmoft  impropriety  and  indecency,  to  bring 
in  fuch  a  demand,  in  a  fcafon  of  public  calamity  and 
danger,  like  the  prefent.  Minifters  had  already  plunged 
the  nation  in  a  civil  war,  which  had  coft  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  5  they  had  fevered  the  empire,  deftroyed 
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CHAP,  our  commerce,  and  given  a  mortal  blow  to  public  credit, 

XV.     Thirteen  growing  and  flouriihing  provinces  were  loft, 

K^/'YK)  fome  of  which  were  already,  in  point  of  importance,  if 

*777-    jiot  of  power^j  nearlv  equal  to  ancient  kingdoms;  and 

the  nation  was  now  engaged  in  a  deftrutlive  and  hopelefs 

attempt  to  recover  by  force,  what  had  been  loft  by  folly 

and  violence.  Was  this,  then,  a  time  to  feek  for  new 

funds  in  order  to  fupport  or  incieafe  the  fplendor  of  the 

crown  ?  or,  Would  the  real  fplendour  which  it  had  loft, 

•     be  fupplied  by  the  falfe  glare  of  oftentatious  profufion  ? 

or,  Were  the  oftenfiWe  expenfes  of  government  to  in- 

creafe  in  proportion  to  its  real  poverty  and  weaknefs  ? 

Ausmcnta-      Notwithftanding  thefe  arguments,  and  the  deteftable 

tion,  &c.    light  in  which  the  miniftry  were  placed  by  oppofition  on 

^vx\%^      the  prefent  occafion,  the  grant  of  618,3401.  was  carried 

without  a  diviiion  \  ^nd  foon  after  that  of  loo^oool.  adv 

ditional  revenue,  by  a  great  majority. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  debates  were  not  kfs  vehe- 
ment. The  duke  of  Grafton  conjured  their  lordfhips,  as 
the  beft  proof  of  their  loyalty  and  affedion  to  his  majeftf, 
that  they  would  confent  to  have  the  motipn  pcftponed, 
and  agree  to  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
penditure, particularly  into  thofe  departments  which  would 
beft  admit  of  reduction.  His  grace  pledged  himfelf  te  the 
houfe,  that  if  they  would  go  into  this  propofal,  he  would 
4emonftrate  from  the  moft  clear,  authentic,  and  incon- 
teftible  documents,  that  800,000 1.  a-year  would  anfwer 
^very  end  of  private  eafe,  perfonal  dignity,  and  royal 
fplendour;  in  a  word,  that  it  would  furnifti  every  appen- 
dage to  royalty,  excepting  only  that  which  minifters  un- 
happily thought  neceffary,  vi».  the  obtaining  by  means  of 
corrupt  influence,  ^n  unbounded  controul  over  the  will 
and  refolutions  of  parliament.  This  propofal  was  rejed- 
^d  by  90  to  2$.    A  prote(l*  was  entered,  iix  which,  after 

•  It  concluded  in  the  following  words : — **  With  regard  to  any  fur* 
thcr  incresifc  of  your  niajcfty*8  civiUliQ  revenue,  we  muft  decline  any 
concurrence  thctein,  not  folcly  from  motives  of  ceconomy,,  though  a| 
no  time  more  ftri*i\ly  required;  but  from  a  dread  alfo  of  the  efFc<5  of 
fuch  an  augmentation  on  the  honour  and  integrity  of  parliamcDt,  by 
vcfting  fuch  large  fums,  without  accompt,  in  the  handls  of  miniftew. 
When  an  opinion  is  known  to  prevail,  and  which  ^e  have  no  means  of 
CDptradi<aing,  that  yoiir  m^jefty's  civiUlift  rcvenpcs  are  employed  m 
creating  an  undue  influence  in  parliament,  it  would  be  extremely  un-r 
becoming  of  us  to  vote,  w^ithout  nianifcft  reafon,  great  fums  of  moucy 
out  ef  the  property  of  your  majefty*s  fubje<5l8,  which  arc  fuppofed  tp 
.  be  applied  to  our  private  emolument.  It  is  our  duty  to  attend  t»  tbc 
reputation  of  parliament ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  jour 
fnajefty,  that  a  further  increafe  of  the  overgrown  influence  of  the 
i:rown,  would  be  a  treacherous  gift  from  parliament  even  to  the  crown 
jlfplf,"  as  it  will  enable  tbc  miaiftcrs  to  carry  on  thpfc  ddufive  fyftcqn 
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ftating  the  neccffity  of  oeconomy  from  thevaft  increafeCH  AP, 
of  public  debt,  and  the  decreafe  of  the  empire,  the  ut-     XV. 
mod  indignation  and  ailoniihment  was  expreffed  at  a  L/VX<? 
profufion  in   minifters,    which   the  greateft  profperity     '777. 
could  fcarcely  excufe. 

Though  this  important  affair  was  thus  carried  In  a  tri- 
umphant manner  by  the  miniftry,  they  underwent  »  con- 
fiderable  mortification  in  the  fequel.  On  prcfenting  the 
augmentation  bill  to  receive  the  royal  aflent,  the  fpeaker 
took  occafion  to  addrefs  the  throne  in  a  very  remarkable 
fpeech,  for  whfch  he  inftantly  received  the  thanks  of  the 
whole  houfe,  attended  with  a  compliment,  defiring  that 
it  might  be  printed.  Thcfe  thanks,  as  well  as  the  motion 
for  printing  it,  were  prepared  by  fome  members  of  the 
minority,  and  the  vote  pafled  before  miniftry  had  time 
to  recolle<Jl:  themfelves.  The  fpeech  itfelf,  however,  wag 
far  from  having  given  that  fatisfaftion  at  court  which 
was  exprefled  by  the  vote  of  parliament.  The  fpeaker, 
after  having  expatiated  on  the  zeal  and  affedion  fliewn 
by  the  commons,  obferved,  that  '*  their  gift  was  in  a 
time  of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  difficulty  and  danger,  when 
their  conftituents  were  labouring  under  burdens  almoft 
too  heavy  to  be  borne.  Notwithftanding  which,  your 
faithful  commons,'^  fays  he,  *<  have  not  only  granted  to 
your  majefty  a  large  prefent  fupply,  but  alfo  a  very  great 
additional  revenue ;  great  beyond  example — great  beyond 
your  majefty's  hghejl  expenfe. — But  all  this,  fir,  they  have 
done  ia  a  well-grounded  confidence,  that  you  will  apply 
1«^/y,  what  they  have  granted  liberally.^* 

Thus,  notwithftanding  the  little  check  they  had  now 
met  with,  adminiftration  had  hitherto  carried  every  thing 
before  them.    The  plan  of  operations  with  regard  to 
America,  was  fo  well  eftabmhed,  that  no  further  oppofi- 
tion  on  that  head  was  expeded,  at  leaft  during  the  pre- 
fent feffion.     The  earl  of  Chatham,  however,  ever  watch- 
ful for  promoting  what  he  fuppofcd  would  be  conducive  hH^'s^^oa- 
to.  the  national  interefts,  refolvcd,  notwithftanding  his  dilatory 
bodily  infirmities,  and  the  bad  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  plan  rcjeia- 
attended  every  endeavour  of  that  kind,  to  make  one  at-  ^** 
tempt  more  in  favour  of  America.     The  30th  of  May  was    May  30. 
the  day  appointed  for  hearing  his  propofal ;  and,  the  lords 
being  fummoncd  for  the  purpofe,  he  moved  for  an  ad- 
drefs to  the  Throne,  reprefenting — that    "  they  were 

which  have  been  fatally  adopted,  and  which,  if  purfued,  muft  lead  to 
the  ruin,  as  they  have  already  produced  the  dtftratStious  of  this  oiic« 
|rcat  jempirc." 
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CH  AP«  deeply  penetrated  with  the  view  of  impending  ruin  to  the 
XV.      kingdom,  from   the  continuation  of  an   unnatural  war 

f^-y^^  againfl  the  Britifli  colonies  in  America ;  and  advifing, 
1777.  that  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFedlual  meafures  fliould  be 
taken  for  putting  a  ftop  to  fuch  fatal  hoftilities,  upon  the 
only  juft  and  folid  foundation,  namely,  the  redrefs  of  ac- 
cumulated grievances  \  with  an  affurance,  that  the  houfe 
would  enter  upon  that  great  and  neceffary  work  with 
chearfulnefs  and  difpatch,  in  order  to  open  to  his  majef- 
ty  the  only  means  of  regaining  the  afFeftion  of  his  colonies, 
and  of  fecuring  to  Great  Britain  the  commercial  advan- 
tages of  thofe  valuable  poflcfTionsv  fully  perfuaded,  that 
to  heal  and  to  redrefs  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
goodnefs  and  magnanimity  of  his  majefty,  and  more  pre- 
valent over  the  hearts  of  generous  and  free-born  fubjefts, 
than  the  rigour  of  chaftifement,  and  the  horrors  of  civil 
war,  which  had  hitherto  ferved  only  to  heighten  the  rc- 
fentments,  and  confolidatc  the  union  of  the  Americans, 
and,  if  continued,  mud  end  in  a  total  diflblution  of  the 
ties  betwixt  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies." 

His  lordftiip  then  entered  into  a  particular  explanation 
^  of  the  defign  and  purpofe  of  his  motion.  Under  the  words 
accumulated  grievancesy  he  meant  to  convey  the  idea  of 
^very  thing  which  had  paflcd  in  parliament  relative  to 
America,  fince  the  year  1763.  By  the  redrefs  of  thefc, 
he  meant  the  redrcffing  of  all  the  American  grievances, 
particularly  including  the  right  of  difpofing  of  their  own 
money.  This  would  open  the  way  for  treaty ;  and, 
though  much  muft  ftill  be  left  to  be  fettled,  this,  by  af- 
fording a  proof  of  the  fincerity  and  amicable  difpofitidn 
of  parliament,  would  remove  the  prefent  infurmountable 
impediments  to  an  accommodation,  when  every  thing 
clfe  would  follow  of  courfe.  He  particularly  infiited  up- 
on the  immediate  necefllty  of  adopting  the  propofed 
mcafurc,  from  the  imminent  danger  to  which  in  our  pre- 
fent fituation,  we  were  expofed  from  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. «  A  few  weeks,"  he  faid,  "  might  decide  our  fate 
as  a  nation.  A  treaty  between  France  and  the  Americans 
would  be  that  final  decifion.  We  fliould  then  not  only 
lofe  the  inomenfe  advantages  which  we  had  derived  from 
the  vaft  and  increafing  commerce  of  our  colonies,  but  that 
commerce,  and  all  thofe  advantages,  would  be  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  our  natural  and  hereditary  enemies. 
He  faPd,  tliat  our  afls  of  navigation  were  already  virtually 
repealed,  in  confequence  of  this  unhappy  conteft  ;  and 
that,  however  grievous  it  was  to  repeat,  and  fatal  in  the 
fad,  the  trade  of  England  was  now  carried  on  in  French 
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and  other  foreign  bottoms.     He  ftated  the  impraaicabili-  C  H  AP. 

ty  of  conquering  America,  and  the  ruinous  confequences     ^V. 

if  it  had  been  pradlicable ;  and  he  declared,  in  the  ftrong  L/VNJ 

and  emphatic  language  which  fo  peculiarly  diftipguiflied  *^^^' 
this  great  ftatefman  and  orator,  that  America  was  conten- 
ding with  Great  Britain  under  a  maflced  battery  of  France, 
'which  would  open  upon  this  country  as  foon  as  (he  per- 
ceived that  we  were  fufficiently  weakened  for  her  purpofe, 
and  found  hcrfelf  fufficiently  prepared  for  war." 

Befides  the  powerful  fupport  of  lord  Chatham  hlmfelf, 

'  the  motion  was  feconded  with  great  eloquence  and  abili- 
ty ;  mod  of  the  powerful  fpeakers  on  the  fide  of  oppofi- 
tion  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  having  entered  warmly  and 
deeply  into  the  debate.  On  the  other  fide,  the  lords  in 
adminiftration  oppofed  it  principally  upon  the  fuppofition 
or  aflertion,  that  independency  was  the  primary  obje£l 
with  the  Americans,  and  that  their  prefent  oppofition  was 
merely  the  effeft  of  a  premeditated  defign  pf  feveral  years 
Handing.  In  fuch  a  difpofition  and  determination  on 
their  fide,  all  conceffion  on  ours  would  be  not  only  fruit- 
lefs,  but  ridiculous,  degrading,  and  highly  encouraging 
to  their  rel^ellious  defigns.  That  fuch  an  inftance  of 
meannefs,  and  acknowledgment  of  weaknefs,  would  equal- 
ly draw  upon  us  the  contempt  of  our  friends,  and  excite 
into  a£lion  the  defign  or  malice  of  our  enemies.  They 
denied  any  danger  from  France,  and  that  the  affiftance 
given  to  the  Americans  proceeded  from  the  court  or  mi- 
nifters.  The  fupplies  of  arms  and  military  (lores  which 
the  Americans  received,  and  the  numbers  of  French  offi- 
cers which  ferved  in  their  armies,  were  attributed  to  the 
fpirit  of  enterprife  in  foldiers,  and  of  avarice  in  merchants. 
They  faid,  the  motion  held  out  nothing  new,  and  wasaio 
more  than  a  repetition  of  what  had  been  propofed  by  the 
noble  earl  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  two  noble  dukes,  at  dif- 
ferent times  in  that  houfe.  The  quellion  being  at  length 
put,  lord  Chatham's  motion  was  rejected  by  99  to  28  ; 
and  this,  with  the  money  bills,  vote  of  credit,  and  fpeech 
in  the  ufual  ftyle  from  the  throne,  put  an  end  to  the  feffioni 
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America''''-'-^Rifugees  enlifted''-'-'--^Magazines  dejlroyed — "^ 

General  Woojier  killed Provincials  invade  Long^IJland 

-» — Operations  of  generals  Howe  and  Wajbingion Gem 

nerd  Burgoyn^s  expedition  from  Canada Treaty  vuitb 

the  Indians Ticonderoga  taken Tte  Americans  de^ 

Jeated-^'-'^^General  Prefcot  taken  prifoner^-^^-^General 
Honvis  expedition  again/l  Philadelphia  *  Americans  de» 
fiated  at  Brandy  nvine  and  Germantown'''-''-^Progrefs  of 

general  Burgoyne^^^-^^Fort  Edioard  abandoned CrueU 

ties  of  the  Indians^^ — Fort  Stantaix  be/ieged'-'-^^Colonels 

Baume  and  Breyman^  defeated Indians  defert G^- 

neral  Burgoyne  ispurfued^  defeated,  and  furrenders  at  Sa* 
ratoga Sir  Henry  Clinton^s  expedition^ 

WE  muft  now  take  a  view  of  the  tranfa^lions  in(ji}^p^ 
America,  where  laft  year  we  found  the  colonifts     XVI. 
deprefled  with  misfortunes  and  defeat  $  though,  by  the  i_.  -  ^n-*  f 
condu£):  and  ikill  of  their  general,  the  royal  artny  had     1777. 
been  prevented  from  purfuing  their  viftory,  or  e?cn  from  American 
retaining  the  conquefts  they  had  made*     As  the  Britilh  [^"5^"^* 
general  (Howe)  now  perceived,  that  the  army  he  com- royal  army, 
ftianded,  however  powerful  in  the  field,  was  far  from  be- 
ing fufficient  to  efFe£t  the  conqueft  of  fuch  an  extenfive 
and  difficult  country,  he  refolved  to  ftrengthen  it  by  every 
poilible  method.    For  this  purpofe,  he  coUe£led  as  many 
of  the  refugees  as  could  be  perfuaded  to  cnlift  into  a  body, 
which  by  degrees  were  augmented  to  feveral  thoufands. 
Over  thefe  he  appointed  officers,  chofcn  from  among  thofc 
gentlemen,  who,  for  their  attachment  to  die  royal  caufe, 
had  been  obliged  to  abandon  their  properties,  or  who  lived 
Vol.  V.  Yz 
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CHAP.u*^«lcr  his  protcftion  in  New-York  iflands ;    governor 
XVl.    Tryon  being  chofen  commander  in  chief.     Thefe  new 

^^^rY><J  forces  were  ilationed  in  New- York  and  the  adjacent 
J . .  ■  iflandS}  in  order  to  give  a  free  fcope  of  operation  to  the 
grand  army,  and  allow  it  to  exert  its  whole  ftrength  for 
the  purpofe  to  which  it  was  originally  deilined ;  while 
the  vaft  number  of  large  rivers,  which  everywhere  inter- 
fe£ted  the  country,  laid  it  open  to  the  naval  power  to 
f  which  the  Americans  had  nothing  to  oppofe,  and  by  which 

they  were,  of  confequence,  exceedingly  diftrefled. 

With  all  thefe  advantages,  however,  it  was  yet  found 
impofliblc  to  efFeft  any  great  or  permanent  conqueft. — 
The  caufes  formerly  mentioned  ftill  continued  to  operate, 
and  to  militate  efFe£lually  againft  the  royal  army,  and, 
indeed,  to  appearance,  muft  have  been  too  powerful  for 
any  number  of  men  which  Britain  could  be  fuppofed 
able  to  bring  into  the  field.  The  utmoft  that  now  could 
be  done,  therefore,  was  to  carry  on  a  kind  of  predatory 
war  J  and  this,  however  it  might  diftrefs  particular  places, 
Or  arnufe  the  p<sople  of  Britain  with  ideas  of  conqueft, 
could  never  contribute  any  thing  effe£tual  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of  the  country. 

The  late  fuccefles  of  general  Wafliington,  together 

American   ^j,j^  ^j^g  great  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  had  en- 

jldfroycd*  couraged  the  Americans  to  ereft  mills,  and  eftabliib  their 
principal  magazines  in  a  mountainous  di(lri£l,  called  the 
Manor  of  Courtland;  to  which  a,»place,  othcrwife  of  no 
importance,  called  Peek's  Kill,  about  fifty  miles  up  the 
North  River,  Terved  as  a  kind  of  port,  by  which  it  both 
received  provifions  and  difpenfed  fupplies.  Againft  this 
place,  general  Howe  direSed  his  firft  operations  for  the 
year  17775  being  well  apprifed,  that  any -attempt  <m 
the  Manor  of  Courtland  itfelf,  muft  neccilarily  be  ren- 
dered abortive,  from  the  great  ftrength  and  inland  fitu- 
ation  of  the  country ;  but  the  port,  bein^  within  reach 
of  the  naval  power,  prornifed  an  eafy  conqueft.  On  this 

March  13.  fcrvice,  Colonel  Bird  was  fent,  March  23d,  withadetach- 
mcnt  of  500  men,  under  the  condu£);  of  a  frigate  of  war, 
and  fome  other  armed  veffeis.  The  enemy,  fuppofing  them- 
felves  unable  to  refift,  fet  fire  to  the  ftores,  and  die  con- 
flagration was  completed  by  the  Britiih  foldiers,  who  im- 
mediately returned,  after  deftroying  fome  (inall  craft 
laden  with  provifions. 

The  ftores  deftroyed  at  Peek's  Kill  being  found  great- 
ly inferiof  in  magnitude  and  importance  to  what  the  ge- 
.  neral  had  been  led  to  expe£):,  another  expedition  was  un« 
dertaken  againft  a^pUce  called  Danl^ury^  on  the  borders'pf 
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Cc^ncAtcut,  and  contiguous  to  Courtland  Manor,  wherS  CHAP* 

it  was  faid  immetife  ftores  had  been  colleded.   In  this  fer-     XVI, 

vicc>  a  body  of  2000  men  were  employed,  who  were  con-  Vi**  -^"^  -^ 

Teyed  by  fea  to  a  place  caljed  Norwalk^  about  twenty      '777« 

miles  to  the  fouthward  of  D anbury )  and^  as  the  country 

was  in  no  ftate  of  defence,  nor  under  any  apprehenfion 

of  the  defign,  the  troops  arrived  at  Danbury  the  follow* 

iflg  day.  Perceiving,  however,  that  the  country  was  rifing 

to  intercept  their  return,  and,  at  any  rate,  being  deflitute 

of  carriages  to  carry  off  the  (lores,  they  inftantly  proceed- 

e,d  10  deilroy  them ;  in  the  execution  of  which  the  tonn 

i^felf  was  unavoidably  confumed.    On  their  return,  they 

were  harrafled  by  the  militia  under  the  generals  Arnold^ 

Woofter,  and  Sullivan,  who  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours 

to  retard  their  march,  until  a  greater  force  could  be  afi- 

fembled  ta  effed  the  defign  of  cutting  off  their  retreat. 

Woofter  hung  upon  the  rear  of  the  detachment,  while  Ar 

nold,  by  croffing  the  country,  gained  their  front,  in  order 

to  difpute  their  psi^iTage  through  a  place  called  Ridgefield ; 

Dor  could  the  excellent  order  and  formidable  appearance 

of  the  Britiih  forces,  who  had  large  covering  parties,  well 

fi^rniihed  with  field-pieces  on  their  flanks  and  rear,  nor 

the  tumultuary  manner  in  which  the   American  militia/ 

2U>t  very  numerous,  had  afiembled,  prevent,  them  from 

taking  advantage  of  every  fituacion  in  order  to  interrupt 

the  progrefs  of  the  king's  army. 

In  one  of  thefe  (kirmiflies,  general  Woofter,  an  old  ex-       *  . 
perienc^d  officer,  was  killed,  at  an  age  approaching  to  fe-  wo!!fte^ 
venty,  and  in  the  a£tive  exertion  of  a  valour  favouring  klllrH.atid 
more  of  raihnefs  than  the  temperance  and  difcretion  to  Arnold  in 
be  expected  at  fuch  a  time  of  life.  General  Arnold  next  ^^^^   *"* 
oppofed  them  in  the  village  of  Rtdge&eld,  but  the  force 
he  poflefled  was  by  no  means  fufficient  ta  cope  with  fo 
formidable  a  power.    He  difplayed,  however,  his  ufual 
intrepidity.  His  horfe  being  ftiot  under  him  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  foremoft  ranks  of  the  Britifti  trpops,  a  foldier 
ran  u^  to  (tab  him  with  his  bayonet  y  but  Arnold,  difen- 
gagiug  himfelf  with  great  agility,  fuddenly  drew  a  piftol^ 
and  (hot  his  enemy  dead  as  he  approached. 

Next  day,  the  Americans  having  procured  feme  rein- 
forcements with  cannon,  the  Britifii  army  was. exceedingly 
harrafled ;  every  advantageous  poft  was  feized  and  dif-  • 
puted,  whilft  hovering  parties  on  the  flanks  and  rear, 
eontinually  endeavoured  to  difturb  the  order  of  the  marchy 
and  to  profit  by  every  difl[iculty  of  ground*  At  laft,  af^r 
ihaving  expended  ail  their  ammunition,  faid  to  have  amoun- 
ted to  60  rounds  a  man,  they  reacb«J  an  hiJI  called  Campo, 
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CHAP,  within  cannon  (hot  of  the  Ihipt.  The  troops  immediately 
XVI.     formed  themfelves  on  the  high  ground,  where  the  enany  = 
W    M^'  "^  feemed  more  determined  ^nd  refolute  in  their  attack  than 
V71*     they  had  hitherto  been.    In  this  iituation  the  general  or- 
dered the  troops  to  adyance,  and  to  charge  with  their 
bayonets;  which  was  executed  with  fuch  impetuofity/ 
that  the  enemy  were  inftantly  broken,  and  the  troops 
continued  their  pajfTage  without  further  moleftation.  The* 
whole  lofs  on  this  occafion  did  not  exceed  172  men  in  kil- 
led and  wounded,  of  whom  the  latter  were  more  than 
two-thirds.  That  of  the  Americans  was  more  than  douUe, 
smd  the  number  of  killed  about  five  to  one.  On  the  Britiih 
fide  no  officer  of  diftinfHon  was  loft ;  but  on  that  of  the 
Americans,  befides  general  Woofter,  three  colonels,  and 
Pr.  Atwater,  a  gentleman  of  fome  confequence  in  that 
country,  were  killed.  Indeed,  the  number  of  officers,  who 
affembled  on  this  occafion,  was  out  of  all  proportion  IQ 
that  of  the  private  men ;  whilft  the  raw  and  undifciplined 
^ate  of  the  militia,  together  with  their  weaknefs  in  point 
of  number,  obliged  the  former,  as  well  as  thofe  volufltccf 
gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to  exert  thcmfelTCsinan 
extraordinary  manner ;  and  even  after  all,  the  reports  of 
the  ftores  coUctaed  at  Danbury  were  found  to  be  fo  uiuA 
exaggerated,  that  it  became  doutitful  whedier  the  nrif- 
chief  done  to  the  enemy  was  equivalent  even  to  Ac 
trouble  and  lofs  of  the  expedition, 
§ucccfsful        In  return  for  this  incurfion,  the  provincials  undertook 
^r'^'rovin-  *  ''^^^^^  ^^^  againft  Long  Jfland,  where  they  were  ifl- 
cials^into""  formed  Aat  commiflarics  had  for  fome  time  been  em- 
}^ng-iflai>d  ployed  in  procuring  forage^  grain,  and  other  neccffarics 
for  the  Britiih  forces.   Thefc  articles  were  depofitcil  for 
embarkation  at  a  little  port  called  Sagg  Harbour,  the  dif- 
tance  of  which  place  from  New- York,  and  the  wcakncfe 
of  the  protedlion,  which  confift^  only  in  a  company  of 
foot  and  an  armed  fchooner,  feemed  to  infure  a  certainty 
of  fuccefs ;  the  principal  difficulty  lying  in  their  paffagc 
acrofs  the  found^  which  was  continually  infeftcd  by  the 
^ritifli  cruisers. 

This  expedition  was  conducted  by  colone}  MeigSi  * 

brave  and  enterprifing  officer,  who  had  attended  Arnold 

in  his  expedition  to  (^ebec,  and  had  been  taken  prifone^ 

M»y  »>     in  the  attempt  to  ftorm  that  place,   On  the  ?pd  of  M^> 

"    he  pafled  his  detachment  in  whale  boats  through  Uie 

found,  and  landed  oh  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  j  but 

having  a  narrow  bay  to  crofs  before  they  could  reach  tnc 

place  of  their  deftination,  they  were  now  obliged  to  carry 

.  tl)cir  bpats  acrofs  a  neclt  of  land  before  they  coM  T^aW 
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it;   Having  farmounted  this  diffictifty,  however,  colonel  CHAP.' 
Meigs,  with  about  150  men,  hn^edcri  the  fouth  branch     XVI. 
of  the  ifland,  within  about  four' miles  of  Sagg  Harbour.  ^/Y>J' 
They  arrived  at  the  place  before  day,  and  fpeedily  accom*      ^777- 
plifiied  their  purpofe,  notwithftanding  the  refiitance  of 
the  foldiers,  and  tl^e  crews  of  the  vefiels,  together  with' 
the  vigorous  efforts  of  the  fchooner,  which  kept  up  a  con-    - 
tihnal  fire  of  roiind  and  grape  {hot  at  not  more  than  150 
yards  diftance.  Twelve  brigs  and  floops  which  lay  at  the 
wharf  were  burnt,  and  every  thing  on  (hore  entirely  de- 
fttoyed.  Ninety  prifeners  were  brought  off,  confiding  of 
llie  officer  who  commanded  the  men,  with  moft  of  the 
mafteM  and  crews  of  the  veffela  which  they  had  deftroyed ; 
andj  according  to  the  American  account^  the  party  re* 
turned  to  Guildford,  in  Conne£licut,  in  no  longer  fp^^e 
than  25  hours  after  ^cy  had  departed  from  it,  having  in 
that  fliort  time  traverfed  90  miles  by  kuid  and  water,  be<* 
ides  deftroying  the  floops^  as  already  mentioned. 

The  feafon  for  adiion  was  now  far  advanced ;  but.  Operations 
diroughfome  unaccountable  negligence  on  this  fi^^^^^w  wcand 
the  water,  the  army  was  prevented  from  taking  the  field  wafliing- 
for  want  of  tents  and  field  equipage  ;  a  delay  which  ton. 
could  not  but  prove  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to  the  Ameri- 
cans.     The  fine  weather  brought  reinforcements  from  all 
quarters  to  the  Jerfeys  ;  upon  which  increafe  of  ftrength, 
general  Waihington  quitted  his  ftrong  pofition  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Morris-town3  and  advancing  within  a 
few  miles  of  Brunfwick,  took  poffefiion  of  the  ftrong  coun- 
try along  Middle  Brook.     Lord  Cornwallisj  however, 
made  a  fhift,  with  the  old  tents^  to  encamp  the  Brittih 
forces  at  Brunfwick,  on  the  iiills  that  commanded  the 
Hariton,  and  along  the  communications  upon  that  river 
to  Amboy ;  his  example  being  followed  at  that  place  by 
general  Vaughan.     The  great  obje£l  of  the  campaign  on 
the  fide  of  New- York,  feems  to  have  been,  that  fir  Wil- 
liam Howe  fhould  penetrate  through  the  Jerfeys  to  the 
♦Delaware,  drive  Wafhington  before  hina.  fo  as  to  clear 
'thofe  provinces  of  the  enemy,  and  reducefRie  inhabitants 
to  fuch  an  effe£bual  ftate  of  fubjedion,  that  a  fafe  and  open 
communication  betwixt  the  army  and  the  city  of  New- 
York  might  be  eftabliihed.     The  fingle  ntovemcnt  which 
.  the  provincial  general  had  now  made,  however,  effe£lual- 
ly  prevented  the  accomplifliment  of  this  defign,  or  indeed 
of  any  thing  elfe  of  confequence.     His  camp,  winding 
along  the  courfe  of  the  hills,  was  ftrongly  entrenched, 
fortified,  and  well  covered  with  artillery ;  nor  was  it  bet*, 
(er  fecured  by  its  immediate  artificial  or  natural  defences. 
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CHAP,  than  by  the  difficulty  of  its  approach.    He  commanded  ^ 
XVL     view  of  the  Britith  encampment  on  the  hills  of  Brunf- 

^--v"'*'  wideband  a  great  part  of  the  intermediate  country  towards 
^777'  that  place  and  Amboy.  His  army  alfo  increafed  daily  in 
number.  Several  bodies  of  the  New-£ngland  troops  un* 
der  generals  Gates,  Parfons  and  Arnold,  advanced  to  the 
borders  of  the  North-River,  where  they  were  ready  to 
pafs  over  to  the  Jerfeys,  whenever  there  was  occafion ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Jerfey  militia  affembled  with, 
the  greateft  alacrity  y  fo  that  whatever  poiition  the  royal 
army  ^ould  take,  it  was  ftill  watched  on  all  fides  by  its. 
enemies.  General  Howe  left  no  means  untried  to  induce 
his  rival  to  quit  the  ftrong  pofition  he  had  taken.  He 
s  pufiied  on  detachments,  and  made  feints  as  if  he  inten*^ 
ded  to  pafs  him,  and  >^rofs  the  Delaware.  This  manoeuvre 
proving  ineffectual,  he  advanced  in  the  front  of  general 
Wafiiington's  line;s,  where  he  continued  four  days  explor* 
ingthe  approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accurately  examining 
the  fituation  of  his  pods  i  hoping  to  find  fome  w^ak  and 
unguarded  place  upon  which  an  attack  might  be  made 
with  fome  probability  of  fuccefs ;  or  that  chance,  inad« 
.  vertence,  impatience,  or  error,  might  occafion  fome  move- 
ment, or  be  productive  of  fome  circumftance,  which  might 
kad  to  a  general  engagement.  All  thefe  hopes,  howeyer, 
were  fruftrated.  Wafliington  knew  the  value  of  his  fitua* 
don  }  and  as  he  could  neither  be  provoked,  nor  furprifed 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  tp  oblige  him  to  quit  the  advants^ges 
he  derived  from  it,^fo.  he  had  too  much  penetration  and 
forefight  to  lofe  them  by  circumvention  or  ileight ;  and 
be  had  too  long  profited  by  this  cautious  condu£%,  of  n.ever 
committing  the  fortune  of  America  to  the  hazard  of  a 
fingle  battle,  to  depajrt  from  it  on  this  occafion,  when  it 
was  not  even  demanded  by  any  urgent  neceifity. 

General  Howe  now  found  it  neceffary  to  change  hit 
Tune  19.  meafure^.  On  the  19th  of  June,  he  fuddenly  retreated 
with  fome  apparent  marks  of  precipitation,  and  withp- 
drawing  his  troops  from  Brunfwick,  took  the  road  with 
his  whole  army  towards  Amboy.  The  bridge,  which  had 
been  intended  for  the  Delaware,  was  here  thrown  over 
the  channel  which  ftparates  the  continent  from  Statea- 
Ifland  }  the  heavy  baggage,  with  all  the  incumbrances  of 
the  army,  were  gafled  over  j  fome  of  the  troops  foUdwed^ 
and  every  thing  was  in  immediate  preparation  for  the  paf* 
fage  of  the  reft  of  the  army.  In  his  retreat  he  was  ea- 
gerly purfued  by  large  detachments  of  the  Americans, 
commanded  by  generals  Maxwell,  lord  Stirling,  and  Con- 
way, who  gained  fome  trifling  advantages  i  while  fomcr 
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mcceffttf  committed  by  the  feldiers  during  their  retreat,  CHAP, 
inflamed  the  enemy  ftill  more  with  a  defirc  of  retayation  XVI. 
and  revenge.  At  laft,  general  Waihington  himfelf,  with  ><yy^^ 
the  whole  army,  left  his  ftrong  camp  on  the  hills,  and  ad-  1777- 
vanced  to  a  place  called  Quibble-town,  which  was  nd  foon- 
«r  perceived  by  the  Britim  commander,  than  he  marched 
back  from  Amboy  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  hoping 
cither  to  cut  oiF  fome  of  the  enemy's  large  detached  par- 
ties, or  to  bf  ing  them  to  a  general  engagement  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Quibble-town ;  or,  if  neither  of  thefc 
could  be  accompliftied,  it  was  intended,  that  lord  Corn- 
walHs,  wi(;h  hisdiviiion,  (hould  take  a  confiderable  circuit, 
and  thus  gain  pofleflidn  of  fome  ftrong  paffes,  which  would 
oblige  the  American  general  to  quit  the  very  advantage- 
ous  ground  he  had  taken.  In  all  this,  however,  he  was 
fruftratcd  through  the  (kill  and  vigilance  of  his  enemy. 
General  AV'afliington  no  fooner  perceived  the  real  intent 
of  the  enemy,  than  he  withdrew  his  army  from  the  plains, 
and  with  the^utnioft  expedition  regained  his  ftrong  camp, 
fecuring  the  pafles,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  efFeftualTy,  that 
nothing  could  be  attempted  againft  them.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  indeed,  fell  in  with  Lord  Stirling,  who  had  pofted 
himfelf  in  a  ftrong fituation,  in  a  woody  country,  with  a- 
bout  3000  troops,  and  who  feomed  inclined  to  difpute 
his  paflagc.  Thefe  were  broken,  however,  in  a  very  ihort 
time,  with  confiderable  lofs  of  men,  and  three  brafs  field- 
pieces;  but  the  neighbourhood  of  the  woods,  and  the  in- 
tcnfe  heat  of  the  weather,  prevented  the  purfult  from  be- 
ing continued  wich  any  efFeft. 

General  Howe,  now  convinced  that  it  would  be  im-  ^*P*^^'*J?^* 
pof&ble  to  induce  general  Wafliington  to  quit  iiis  ftrong  [f^Xhia.** 
pofition,  and  hazard  a  general  engagement ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  perceiving  that  nothing  farther  remained  to 
be  done  in  the  Jerfeys,  determined  to  undertake  an  expe- 
dition by  fea,  which  muft  be  attended  by  thefe  manifeft  • 
advantages,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  general  Waih- 
ington to  know  where  the  ftorhi  was  to  fall.  He  muft, 
therefore,  keep  his  poft,  and  the  king's  army  would  make 
a  confiderable  progrefs,  before  he  could  be  in  a  condition 
to  oppofe  them ;  and  fuch  a  progrefs  would  not  leave 
him  that  choice  of  pofts  from  which  he  had  hitherto  de- 
rived fuch  advatitages.  Before  we  relate  the  events  of 
this  expedition,  however,  it  will  be  neceifary  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  particulars  relating  to  the  invafion  from  Cana- 
da, which  was  now  condu£led  by  general  Burgoyne. 

Though  the  ability  of  this  officer  was  unqueftioned, 
tnd  bis  thirft  for  military  glory,  however  rivalled,  could 
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CHAP,  hot  be  exceeded,  his  appoimment  td  this  c;ominaiid  coidj 
XVI.    not  but,  \n  fome  meafurey  be  difagreeable  to  general  C^r-' 

•.  V-^'VN*^  leton,  to  whom  it  feemed  naturally  to  belong.     Of  the 
1777.     latter  it  was  faid,  that  his  powers  had  been  diminiflied  in 

General      proportion  to  the  greatnefs  of  his  fervices.     His  power 

ictt  ou^  on  formerly  extended  to  every  part  of  America,  to  which  he 

the  cxpedi-  might  think  proper  to  fend  the  army  under  his  dire£lion  ; 

tion  frtim    \y^^  ^ow  it  was  fuddenly  reftra^ned  to  the  narrow  liniits 
*  **     of  his  own  province.     He  had  unqueftionably  faved  Cana- 
da in  the  manner  already  related,  and  was  only  prevented, 
by  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon,  from  making  an  attaick  on 
Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  profecuting  the  war  to  the 
fouthward.     During  the  winter,  he  had  exerted  his  ufual 
fkill  and  induflry  in  forwarding  every  preparation  which 
might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  enfuing  campaign. 
At  the  opening  of  the  communication  with  £ngland,.how- 
ever,  inftead  of  the  reinforcement  he  had  demanded  for 
the  completion  of  his  purpofe,  he  received  an  arrange-* 
ment  totally  new,  which,  as  it  had  been  formed  without 
any  reference  tohis  judgement,  left  nothing  to  his  difcre- 
tion  or  opinion  in  the  execution.     Two  expeditions  were 
to  be  formed,  in  which  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
troops  to  be  employed,  the  particular  fervice  of  each  corps, 
with  its  fubdivifions,  and  the  fmalleft  detachment  to  be 
made  from  it,  had  been  minutely  and  precifely  ftated  by 
the  minifter.    He  wa^tiot  even  confulted  as  to  the  num- 
ber and  nature  of  the  troops  whic)i  were  to  remain  in  his 
hands  for  the  fecurity  and  defence  of  Canada.     In  fiiortj 
the  army  which  he  had  lately  commanded,  was  taken  en- 

«  tirely  out  of  his  hands,  and  put  into  thofe  of  other  peo- 

ple. The  officers  who  lately  a£bed  under  his  diredion 
were  virtually  placed  in  independent  commands.  They 
had  received  orders,  indeed,  to  put  themfelves  under  the 
command  of  (ir  William  Howe  \  but  thefe  feemed  little 
better  than  a  mockery,  as  that  general  had  informed  fir 
Guy  Carleton,  that  the  concerted  operations  of  the  cam- 
^  aign  on  his  fide,  would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  diftance  as 
to  r  'nder  any  communication  of  that  nature  altogether 
iinpradiicable.  On  this  account,  in  all  probabiUty,  he 
now  refigned  his  government,  though  the  lengdi  of  time 
which  mud  neceifarily  elapfe  before  a  fucceilbr  could  be 
appointed,  and  arrive  at  the  place  of  his  deftina(ion,  ob- 
liged him  (till  to  remain  in  the  difagreeable  place  he  occu- 
pied. 

Notwithftanding  this  difguft,  however,  general  Carle- 
ton  (hewed  that  no  refentment  could  warp  him  from  his 
duty  3  and  he  applied  himfclf  with  the  fame  diligence  to 
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forwari  eiwry  part  of  die  expedition,  as  if  the  arrange- CHAP* 
anent  had  heen  all  his  own.    The  minifters,  indeed,  par«-    XVL 
ticulariy  the  lord  at  the  head  of  the  American  department,  k^/^^tkJ 
were  very  much  interefted  in  the  event,  and  had  founded     1777. 
the  moftfangttine  hopes  on  the  fucceis  of  the  expedition. 
Nothing  was  accordingly  left  undone  on  their  fide,  which, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  regular  troops  that  could  / 

he  fpared  for  that  particular  fervice,  might  conduce  ta 
^ive  efficacy  to  their  operations.  It  was  hoped  alfo,  that 
Canada  would  furnifli  a  numerous  and  warlike  militia^ 
well  calculated  for  and  adapted  to  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  iervice«  Arms  and  accoutrements  were,  therefore^ 
provided  in  abundance,  for  the  fuppofed  numbers  who 
were  to  arrive  ;  and  the  train. of  bcais  artillery  fent  out 
^n  this  expedition  wa^  perhaps  the  jBneft  and  beft  fuppli* 
cd,  as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that  had  ever  been  al- 
lotted to  fecond  the  operations  of  any  army  not  far  ex-» 
ceeding  this  in  number. 

Befides  the  forces  already  mentbned,  feveral  nations  o( 
Indiams  had  been  induced  to  take  up  arms  in  xhp  royal 
tcaufe^  The  meafure  was  defended. on  the  plea  of  necef- 
,fity ;  and,  if  it  (hould  be  thought  dilgraceful  to  the  Bri-*  ' 

^ifli  arms,  that  they  eould  not  prove  fuccefsful  without 
the  afiiftance  of  cruel  favages,  it  wa3  faid,  that  the  charac- 
ter of  the  -Indians  was  fuch  as  could  not  admit  of  neutralii^ 
<ty.  If  they  were  not  employed  iivthe  king's  fervice,  they 
would  undoubtedly  join  the  Americans.  Whatever  weee 
tthe  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them,  however,  it  is 
certain,  that  general  Carleton  did  not,  during  the  former 
year,  make  much  ufe  of  thefe  allies,  but  civilly  difinified 
them  at  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  on  a  promife  of  theit 
.appearing  next  year,  if  required.  The  &iends  of  minif- 
tiy  faidj  that  he  had  recommended  and  forwarded  the 
-meafure.  Others  (aid,  that,  partly  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity, and  partly  from  his  forming  a  juft  eftimate  of  their 
.fcrvices,  he  was  unwilling  to  ufe  them,  knowing  that  they 
'Were  capricious,  inconltant,  and  untra£bible;  that,  as 
their  ideas  of  war  and  courage  totally  differed  from  thofij 
<tf  civilized  nations  ;  fo,  notwithftandirig  their  ferucity 
:rf  character,  and  the  incredible  efforts  of  paflive  yalout 
^whidl  they  occafionally  manifefted,  they  not  only  abhor- 
JPcd,  but  dreaded  .wthatever  is  confidercd  as  fair  and  gene- 
•Tous  £ESKyice  .among  ihe  ^Europeans.  Their  d^jeft  and 
sitefiguiin  alHtheir  W3CS  wasjoot'couqueft,  but  muvder* 
.In  aiWGrd,jtbeir:fe3iv]£e^was  uncertain,  their  rapacity  in- 
iutiate,  tJ^eit  J^uth  ever  doubtful,  iheir  actions  cruj^l  ^wi 
-hatbaroi 
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CHAP.      But,  whatever  might  be  the  reafons  for  not  empIofYng' 
XVI.     the  Indians  as  effe£lua!ly  as  it  was  fuppofed  he  might  have 
^  "y*  '*  done,   they  were  far  from  be^ng  generally  approved  at 
.»777»      home.     The  zeal  of  many  againft  the  colonies  fecmcd  en- 
tirely to  fwallow  up  their  mercy  and  humanity.     They 
infilled}  thst  every  inftance  of  lenity  in  fuch  ctrcumflances 
was  a£iual  cruelty   in  the  efFe£l,  by  inciting  to  difobe- 
diencci  and  augmenting  the  number  of  delinquents.    Oa 
the  contrary,  partial  feverity  was  general  mercy  ;  as  time- 
ly exertions  of  juftice,  and  ftri^  inSidtions  of  puni(b- 
ment,  were  at  all  times  the  fureft  means  of  preventing 
crimes.     The  only  method  of  fpeedily  cru filing  the  re- 
bellion, was  to  render  the  fituation  of  the  a£lors  !n  it  fo 
intolerable,  that  a  ceiTation  from  danger,  and  thebleffings 
of  repofe,  fliould  become  the  only  objefts  of  their  con*- 
temptation  and  hope.  The  means  were  but  little  attei>- 
dedto,  when  they  led  to  fo  great  and  happy  a  purpofe  as 
the  deftruftion  of  rebellion,  and  the  reltoration  of  order 
and  legal  government:  No  doubt,  in  all  convulfions  of 
ftatcs,  the  innocent  were  too  often  involved  in  the  cala^ 
mitics  of  the  guilty  :  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  condidon 
of  mankind  j  and  this  evil,  however  deplorable,  could  not, 
in  numberlefs  inftances,  be  avoided  or  prevented.  In  the 
prefent  arrangement,  therefore,  the  affiftance  of  the  fa- 
vages  was  confidered  as  a  principal  affair  in  the  conduc- 
ting of  the  war;  and  general  Carieton  was  now  enjoined 
to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  procure  it. 

In  this  fervice,  whatever  averfion  the  general  might 
have  had  to  it  formerly^  he  was  now  fufEciently  aftive ; 
nor  was  his  fuccefs  lefs  remarkable  than  his  zeal  for  the 
caufe.  Whether  it  proceeded  from  the  governor's  influ- 
ence with  the  Indians,  their  avidity  to  feize  the  prcfenis 
which  were  now  fo  liberally  diflributed  among  themj 
from  their  innate  thirft  for  war  and  plunder ;  or,  more 
probably,  from  the  joint  operation  of  all  thefecaufesi 
their  warriors  poured  forth  in  fuch  abundance,  that  he  • 
became  at  laft  apprehenfive  of  being  more  incumbered 
♦    '       "by  their  numbers  than  aided  by  their  valour. 

The  regular  force  allotted  to  this  expedition  amounted 
to  7173  men,  Britifli  and  Germans,  exclufive  of  the 
corps  of  artillery  5  and  of  thefe  the  Germans,  confiftii? 
moftly  of  Brunfwickers,  amounted  to  3117.  They  were 
commanded  by  excellent  officers.  General  Burgoyne  him- 
felf,  as  commander  in  chief,  yielded  to  none  in  courage 
and  militarjr  ikill.  Major-general  Philips  of  the  artiUcnf, 
had  gained  immortal  honour  in  that  fervice  during  ^ 
German  war.  The  commander  in  chief  was  likcwifc  A* 
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IIAed  by  generals  Frazcr,  Powcl,  and  Hamilton;  all  4if*CBAP; 
tinguiflied  officers  ;  together  with  the  Brunfwick-  major-     XVI. 
general  baron  Reidefel,  and  brigadier-general  Speecht.  v*.^v^^' 
The  army  was  in  every  refpeft  in  the  beft  condition  that      i777* 
could  poflibly  be  expeded  or  wiflied ;  the  troops  being . 
in  the  higheft  fpirits,  admirably  difciplined,  and  uncom- 
monly healthy.     A  detachment  of  700  or  800  men  was 
fent  on  an  expedition  to  the  Mohawk  river,  under  Colonel 
St.  X#eger,  who  was  joined  by  a  large  body  of  Indians, 
partly  conduced  by  a  number  of  BritiQi  and  American 
officers.    The  regular  force  left  in  Cana4a  amounted  to . 
about  3700  men. 

The  operations  commenced  in  the  beginning  of  June.  Burgoyne't 
The  army  being  aflembled  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Bou-  congrefs 
quet,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  at  no  gJ^^atJ^'^M^*^ 
diftance  from  Crown- Point,  a  congrefs  was  hel4  with  the  juiil!"'' 
Indians,  and  they  were  entertained  by  the  general  with  a . 
war-fqaft,  in  compliance  with  the  cuftoms  of  thefc  people. 
In  his  fpeech  on  this  occafion,  he  laid  down  feveral  in- 
jan£lions  for  the  government  of  their  conduft,  particular- 
ly, that  they  fliould  only  kill  thofe  who  oppofed  them  in  * 
arms:  That  old  men,  women,  children,  and  prifoners,. 
fhould  be  held  facred  from  the  hatchet,  even  in  the  time 
of  battle:  That  they  fliould  only  fcalp  thofe  who  wer^  fair- 
ly killed  in  battle ;  but  that  under  no  pretence,  or  colour ' 
of  provocation,  they  fliould  fcalp  the  wounded  or  even 
dying,  much  lefs  kill  perfons  in  that  condition  by  way  of 
evading  the  injundbion.    They  were  promifed  a  compen^ 
fation  for  their  prifoners,  but  threatened  with  being  called , 
to  an  account  for  their  fcalps.  Soon  afier,  the  general  dif-  f 
perfed  a  manlfefto,  calculated  to  fpread  terror  among  the  j^ng  ^y, 
contumacious,  and  particularly  to  revive  in  their  minds 
every  latent  impreffion  of  fear,  derived  from  knowledge 
or  information  of  the  cruel  operiftions  of  the  favages, 
whofe  numbers  were  accordingly  magnified,  arid  their 
cagernefs  to  be  let  loofe  againft  their  prey,  defcribed  with 
great  energy ;  after  which  he  proceeded  to  the  operations 
cff  the  campaign  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

The  army  having  made  a  fliort  ftay  at  Crown-Point,  Ticondero- 
for  Che  eftabUfliment  of  magazines,  an  hofpital,  and  other  ga  taken. 
necefTaries,  proceeded  to  inveft  Ticonderoga.    This  for- 
trefs  lies  on  the  weftern  fliore,  and  a  few  miles  to  the 
Aorthward  from  the  commencement  of  that  narrow  inlet 
by  which  Lake  George  difcharges  the  water  into  Lake 
Qiamplain.   It  ftands  on  a  point  pf  land  furrounded  on 
three  parts  by  wat«r,  and  that  covered  by  rocks.   A  great, 
pairt  of  the  fourth'  was  covered  by  a  morafs,  and  where         ^ 
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CHAP'tbat  failed,  the  old  French  lines  ftili  remained,.  andaf« 
XVI.    forded  a  confiderable  defence*    The   Americans  had 

M  ■»■■■■  "^  ftrengthcned  thofe  lines  with  additional  works  and  a 
'777*  blocUK)ufe.  Other  works  and  bloffkhoufes  were  placed 
on  the  left  towards  Lake  George  ^  and  to  the  right  of 
the  French  lines,  they  had  alfo  two  new  bloekhoufes, 
and  fome  other  works.  On  the  eaftem  ihore  of  the  inlet, 
;Mid  oppofiie  to  Ticonderoga,  the  Americans  had  taken 
ftill  more  pmns  in  fortifying  a  high  circalachill,.to  which 
they  had  given  the  name  of  Mount  Independence;  and 
0tk  the  fummit  of  it,  which  is  Table-land,  they  had  erec- 
ted a  ftar  fort,  inclofing  a  large  fquare  of  barracks,  weU 
fortified  and  fupplied  with  artillery.  The  foot  of  the 
mountain,  which  on  the  weft  fide  projoEled  inta  thd 
water,  was  ftroagly  entrenched  to  its  edge,  aivd  the  en^ 
tpenchments  well  lined  with  artillery.  A  battery  abooe 
balf  way  up  the  mounts  fuftaxned  and  coreredthefe  lower 
works.  With  their  ufaal  induftry,  the  Americans  teui 
alfo  joined  thefe  two  pofts  by  a  bridge  of  communication 
thrown  over  the  inlets  This  bridge  was  fnpportcd  by  22 
f«nk  piers  of  very  large  timber,  placed  nearly  at  equafi 
diftances ;  the  fpaces  between  thefe  wete  filled  widi  fe^ 
parate  floats,  each  about  50  feet  long  and  1  a  widle,  ftrong*- 
ly  fattened  together  with  chains  and  rivets,  and  as  f{rong«* 
ly  attached  to  the  funk  pillars.  The  fide  of  the  bridge 
next  to  Lake  Champlain,  was  defended  by  a  boom.  c<^m-f 
pofed  of  very  large  pieces  of  timber,  faftened  together  by 
rivetted  bolts  and  double  chains,  made  of  iron  an  inch  an 
an  half  fquare ;  fo  that,  by  this  work,  a  communicadon 
was  not  only  maintained  between  the  two  pofts,  bat!  ali 
accefs  by  water  was  totally  cut  off  from  the  northern  fide. 
Notwithftanding  the  apparent  ftrength  of  Ticonderoga^ 
however,  it  is  efiedtually  overlooked  and  commanded  by 
a  neighbouring  eminence  called  Sugar  Hill.  A  confokar* 
tion  of  the  American  officers  was  therefore  held  on  tke 
fortifying  of  this  mount,  when  it  was  carried  in  the  nega« ' 
tive,  on  acconnt  of  the  great  extent  of  the  work$  aiyeady^ 
and  the  incapacity  of  the  garriibn  to  defend  them;  audit 
vras  hoped,  that  the  difficult  accefs  of  the  eminence  it£df, 
would  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  advantage  of  iia9 
poft.  In  this,  however,  they  were  deceived.— rThe  royri- 
army  advanced  with  the  utmoft  celerity,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  fuch  circumfpe£tion,  that  they  made  theitw 
felves  mafters  of  feveral  advantageous  pofts,  without  the 
}ofs  of  a  man,  or  even  without  returning  a  ingle  gun  in 
gnfyrer  (o  the  jbieffe^Hua)  roar  el  areiUcry^  wbi^  ^m  ]^e 
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vtp  by  the  Amexkm%  whUe  at  toa  gre^t  »  dtftuice  to  do  CHAP;; 
any  sxecvtien.  SVL 

By  the  5th  of  Jnly^  the  royal  army  had  ahftoft  finifiied  ^  "v  ■* 
then?  approaches;  fe  that  Iktlc  more  time  waf* requHke  V^J- 
lor  eompktely  inveftiBg  the  pofts  on  hoik  fides^  of  thc^J^^y  ^- 
k&e.  Surgat  Hili  was  accurately  examined,  and  Ae  ad^^^ 
vaotaq^cs  it  prefented  were  found  to  be  fo  impottant^ 
diough  attended  wkh  vaft  labour  and  difficulty,  that  a. 
road  was  inftantly  fet  about,  and.  through  die  judgment 
and  a£ikity  of  general  Philipsy  fbon  made  paflable  to  the 
▼ery  fiofr«  The  American  general  (St.  ClairJ  had,,  kt  the? 
meam  time,  determined  the  part  he  wa»  to  a£k.  Haying* 
haftily  called  9  council  of  war,  &e  vepveiietttedy  that  their 
whole  effe&ive  nombers  were  not  fufieient  to  man  oner 
half  of  the  works;  of  confrquenoe^  as  the  udiole  mihft  ber 
uponr  cbnftanti  duty,  it  wouM'  be  iittpoiBye  for  theohi  tm 
fadsMtt  the  neceflary  fatigues  for  any  length  of  time  ;<  and; 
that,  as  the  enemies?  batteries  werrready  to^openv^andtiiC} 
pbce  would  be  compktely  in^efted  in^  twenty-four  hdufsi> 
aothing  couM  fare  the  troojpb  but  an  immediate  eiQeuav^ 
tio»of  both  pofte  ;  which  opinion  being  naanimoufly  heU 
juft  }9f  the  Gouneil,  the  pbce  was  evwuated  that  nevyr 
'  sight.  The  bag^ge  of  the  auny»  widr  fuck  aiidlkry^ 
fiores^  and  psov&nsy  a»  the  neceAty  ol  die  tisne  wouid^ 
permit,  were  ensbarhed,  with  a  ^acmug  detachflttenis  one 
board  200  batteaua,  and  dSfpatc&ed  undes  conroy  of  br^ 
.  armed  gailies,.  up  the  South  Hirery  in  dieia  way  to  Skenef-* 
bofou^,  the  main  army  tahht^  its  voute  by  CaftktDwm 
to  reach  the  hme  phce  By  land. 

The  iHght  of  ther  enemy  was  no  feoner  pet eeivexl^  than 
brigadier-genevat  Prazer  began  am  eager  porfiiit  widn  ^i^^cxi^par^i 
brigade^  eonfifting  of  the  %ht  troops>  grenadiers,  audi  fued  and 
tome  others  Majov«generai  Reidefei  wa»  alfacomfltadided  utterly  de« 
to  joi2i>  in  the  porfuit  by  kfld!,  with  the  greater  |itt«t  of  the  ^^7^ 
BranJWick  ti^oops^  either  80  fu^pport  the  brigadiev,^or  to 
ad:  £epscxiately,.  as  oesafios  might  Ttspaixa^  or  chreun^ 
ftam^sac  ddv ed.  The  eiuemy  left  a  vaft  quantity  of  arsilkt^r 
behind  them,  which,,  with  thofe  afterwards*  taken  or  de*» 
ftroyed  in  the  armed  veffils  at  Skencfbonsugh^  asKmsted 
to  BO  hb  than*  126  pieces.    SomA'  asilitary  ftores^  of  dif-' 
ferent  Itinds^  were  aib  left,  as  wcIL  as  a  eonfidevafaie 
ifoantity  of  provifiott  in  the  foists. 

The  icetKat  of  the  Amevicsms  now  proved  more  rttin<# 
ous  than  a  £arraid)e«  upon  any  terns ;  aAd  die  deftru£lfon 
which  cnfiied  w^s  Ktite  le£»  than  i£  the  phice  hsed  been 
token  by  ftoniu  General  Burgoyne  ctmitkksd  the  putfitit 
1^  irater  in  pcf  fotu  T&f  lmd|[e  and  other  works,  whieb 
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CHAP,  had  coll  ten  months  hard  labour  to  the  Americanr,  were 
XVI.     ruined  in  Icfs  than  as  many  hours.    The  Royal  George 

K^^>r\j  and  Inflexible  frigates  had  pafied  through  the  bridge  by 
1777.  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Several  regiments  embarked 
on  board  the  veffels,  and  the  purfuit  up  the  river  was  fup- 
ported  with  fuch  vigour,  that,  by  three  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, the  foremoft  brigade  of  the  gun-boats  was  clofe;* 
ly  engaged  with  the  enemy's  gallies  near  Skenelborough 
falls.  In  the  mean  time,  three  regiments,  which  had  bcca 
hnded  at  South  Bay,  afcended  and  paiTed  a  mountain  with 
great  expedition,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's,  works  at 
die  falls,  and  thereby  cut  oflF  their  retreat.  This  defign, 
however,  was  prevented  by  the  fpeedy  flight  of  the  pro- 
vincials. On  the  approach  of  the  frigates,  thofe  who  ma- 
naged the  gallies,  finding  themfelvcs  already  overborne 
by  the  gun-boats,  loft  all  ^irit ;  two  of  thefe  vcflTcls  wer^ 
accordingly  taken,  and  three  blown  up.  The  provincial* 
then,  giving  way  to  defpair,  fct  fire  to  their  works,  flocks 
aded  fort,  mills,  and  batteaux ;  after  which  they  made 
their  efcape  as  well  as  they  could  up  Wood  Creek.  This 
ftroke  feemed  to  complete  the  ruin  of  their  ill-fated  army; 
'  for  the  batteaux  were  deeply  laden,  befides  their  baggage, 
with  ammunition,  ftores,  and  proviflbns;  fo  that  they 
were  now  left  naked  in  the  woods,  deftitute  of  provifions, 
and  without  any  other  means  of  defence  than  what  they 
derived  from  the  arms  in  their  hands. — Confufion  and 
difmay  equally  attended  their  main  body  on  the  left.  The 
foldiers  had  loft  all  confidence  in  their  commanders,  and, 
of  confequence,  all  refpe£l  for  them.  General  Frazcr  con* 
tinned  the  purfuit,  though  a  vehemently  hot  day,  with 

July  7-  liis  ufual  aSivity.  On  the  7th  of  Joly,  about  five  in  the 
morning,  he  came  up  with  the  enemy's  rear,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Francis,  one  of  their  beft  and 
braveft  oflicers.  They  were  ftrongly  pofted,  in  an  advan- 
tageous ground,  and  greatly  fuperior  in  number  to  the 
corps  he  commanded ;  which  circumftanccs,  joined  to 
that  of  their  having  a  ikilful  and  expert  commander, 
enabled  them  to  tnake  a  much  better  ftand  than  coul± 
have  been  cxpefted  from  men  in  their  circumfl:ances.— ' 
The  engagement  continued  undecided,  and  even  threaten- 
ed to  prove  deftruftive  to  tl^c  Britifli  corps,  when  the 
coming  up  of  general  Reidefel  quickly  turned  the  fcal^ 
©f  fortune.  The  Americans  were?  now  totally  defcatcdi 
with  the  lofs  of  their  brave  commander,  a  great  numnef' 
of  officers,  and  200  private  men  dead  on  the  field  of  battlei 
with  about  as  many  taken  prifoners.  Above  600  ^®  . 
ivppofe^  to  be  wounded,  ipany  of  whom  pcriflicd  IP»^* 
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vhXj  In  the  woods.    The  principal  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  CH  AP« 
royal  army  was  that  of  major  Grant,  a  brave  officer,  who    XVL 
was  killed.  ,  ^    i^  -  ^ 

Mean  time,  St.  Clair,  with  the  van  of  the  American  '777* 
army^  was  at  Caftletown,  about  fix  miles  farther  on ;  but, 
Aipon  hearing  of  the  fuccefles  of  the  royal  army,  for  fear  of . 
being  intercepted  at  Fort  Anne,  he  ftruck  into  the  woods 
on  his  left,  probably  uncertain  whether  he  (hould  dire£l 
his  courfe  towards  the  New-England  provinces,  or  to  Fort 
Edward.  Colonel  Hill,  in  the  mean  time,  was  detached 
with  the  9th  regiment,  from  Skeneiborough,  towards  Fore 
Anne,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  fugitives,  who  had 
fled  along  Wood  Creek;  whilft  another  part  of  the  army 
were  employed  in  carrying  the  batteaux  over  the  falls,  in 
order  to  facilitate  .their  movements  in  diflodging  the  ene- 
my from  that  poft.  In  this  expedition,  he  was  attacked  by 
a  larg^  body  of  Americans,  confiding,  as  he  imagined,  of  * 

about  fix  times  the  number  of  his  regiment.  The  efforts 
they  made  on  this  occafion,  laid  him  under  the  neceffity  of 
changing  his  ground  in  the  heat  of'aftion,  which,  how- 
ever, was  accompliflied  with  fo  much  judgment,  fteadi- 
ne&,  and  efie£i:,  that,  after  a  combat  of  three  hours,  the 
enemy  were  totally  repulfed  with  fuch  lofs,  that  after  fet- 
ting  fire  to  Fort  Anne,  they  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipi- 
tation towards  Fort  Edward,  upon  Hudfon's  river. 

The  lofs  on  the  part  of  the  Britilh,  employed  in  thefe  coadua  of 
fuccefsful  fervices,  was  excefllvely  trifling,  fcarce  exceed-  the  Amcri- 
ing  200  men  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  fpirits  of  the  cangcnc- 
troops  were  raifed  fo  high,  that  Albany  feemed  to  be  al-  f^cdf*^" 
ready  in  their  own  hands,  the  northern  provinces  fubju- 
gated,  and  the  war  almoft  at  an  end.  At  home,  the  joy 
and  exultation  was  extreme.  All  the  contemptuous  and 
degrading  charges  which  had  formerly  been  made  by  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  againfl;  the  Americans^  were  now 
repeated  and  believed,  partly  even  by  thofe  who  had  been 
efteemed  their  friends.  All  future  refiftance  was  now 
thought  to  be  vain,  and  what  would  only  ferve  to  render 
their  terms  of  fubmifllon  worfe.  The  condudl  of  the  pro- 
vincial general,  indeed,  feems  altogether  indefenfible.  In 
his  exculpatory  letter  to  the  congrefs,  he  'dated  that  his 
whole  force,  including  900  militia,  who  were  to  quit  him 
in  a  few  days,  amounted  to  no  more  than  3000  men ; 
that  thefe  were  ill  equipped,  and  worfe  armed ;  particu- 
larly in  the  article  of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  eflential  in 
fieges,  that  they  had  not  one  to  ten  in  their  number*  In 
a  detail  of  the  tranfa£lions  of  the  campaign,  tranfmittcd 
l^y  the  war•office^  in  Maflfachufetts-Bay  to  the  American 
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CHAP,  deputies  of  Francei  die  foKe  at  Ticoiidervga  was  ftated 
XVL    at  5000  meiif  weU  ^equipped  and  aimed ;  bSat,  wbztcwci 
Ui-y">  mJ^ig^Y  be  in  this,  one  capital  error  on  the  part  of  the  cocH'- 
^777'     manders  cannot  «fcape  the  notice  of  .every  commcm  cb- 
ferver*  If  their  force  was  not  fufficient  fot.cbe  defence  o£ 
•  their  works,  'Why  did  they  not  in  time  adopt  the  xefola« 
tion  of  leaving  diem  ?  Why  did  they  not  withdraw  the 
troops,  amllery  and  ftores,  and  demoliih  the  works  before 
the  arrival  of  the  enemy  ?  Or,  wiiy  did  they  wait  till  they 
werealmoft  furrounded,  and  could  not  retreat  without 
being  in  a  manner  totally  deftroyed  ?  The  oongrefs  were 
fO'fenfible.of  this  defe£t  of  military  fkill,  and  even  com- 
mon prudence,  in  their  commander,  that  they«imq(iediate- 
ly  ifiued  orders  for  a  recal  to  head^quavters,  and  an  in- 
quiry into  the  condu£):  of  the  general  of&oers  who  had 
commanded  in  Ticonderoga.   Geiveral  Wafhington  waa 
direded  to  appoint  osher  commanders,  and  likewfe  to 
fummonfuch  numbers  of  aiilitia  from  itheeaftern  and 
central  provinces,  as  ^ihould  'be  deemed  fufEcient  for  re- 
ftraining  the  enemy. in  the  north.  A  ikind  of  cefiation  of 
arms,  however,  now  took  place  both  in  the  north  and 
fouth;  in  the  former,  occafioned  by  the  .total. defeat  and 
difperfion  of  the  American  army,  fo  that  the  Britifli  com- 
.  manders  found  410  enemy  to  oppofe  them  in  the  field  ; 
and  in  the  latter,  :by  the  preparations  made  on  the  part 
of  general  Howe  for  an.Gxpedition,  of  which  the  deftina- 
tion  was  yet  unknown, 
•eneral         During  this  interval,  a  fpirited  adventure  took  place 
Prefect      in  RhodeJfland,  h»y  which  the  capture  of  general  Lee 
foncr.^'  \«as  retaliated,  and  his  peribn  {eemingiy  indemnkied,  on 
July  IV,     the  part  of  the  Americans.  On  the  loth  of  July,  colon^ 
fiarton,  a  provincial  officer,  with  feveral  others,  andfome 
volunteers,  ipafled  i>y  night  from  Providence  to  Rhode- 
Ifland.}  and,  though  they  had  a  iong  ^paflage  by  water, 
eluded  the  vigikmce  of  the  (hips  of  war  and  guard-^boats 
which  furrounded  the.iiknd,.condu6ling  their  enterprife 
with.'&chfeGveGy  and.desterity,  that  they  fuxpriied^gene- 
fal  fPrefoot,  who  xommanded  in  chief,  ^in  ;his  .quarters, 
and  'brought  rhim,   with  his  aid-^deican^,  through  aH 
diefe  dangers,  fkfe^tj  thexontinent.    This  {ooduoed  no 
little  joy  on  the  cme  iide,  and.tnare.iegixt  pn:the  .other 
than  the  importaiKe  of  :tfae  afiair  iiaanafid  to  .dfiferve; 
chiefly,  as  mas  iwjfpofed,  on  ;su:ooiiiit  .of  ^eneiial  Loe, 
mhaSk  fate  was  xiow  deleermineil,  and  againft  jwjbom  it 
would  (be  impoffible  to  ^execute,  the  vettgeaace  which iud 
heen  denounced,  it  «ias:peculiariy  -gatUMig  to  the  geiteral 
liiiafelft  iiam€wr, ;  that  :kc  iiad  usarriod  loattecs  to  fittb  a 
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lengthy  as  to  fet  a  price  on  the  head  of  Arnold^  and  offer  CHAP* 
a  reward  for  feizing  his  perfon>  as  if  he  had  befen  a  comr    XVI. 
mon  oiitlaw  or  robber,  which  was  immediately  returned  C^/VXJ 
.by  Arnold's  fetting  an  inferior  price  on  general  Prefcot.       ^777« 

The  operations  of  war  in  the  fouthern  department  were  General 
intermitted  no  longer  than  wa»  found  neceffary  for  thcHpwcfcu 
preparations  requifite  in  fuch  an  exterifive  undertaking.  [addphU.*' 
On  the  23d  of  July,  the  fleet  and  army  departed  from  juiy  2i. ' 
Sandy- Hook}  and,  a  little  before  their  departure,  the  ge- 
neral, in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy  more  completely,  or- 
dered a  fhip  which  had  been  cut  4pwn  tp  a£t  as  a  floating 
battery,  with  fome  tranfports,  to  fail  up  the  North  River  5 
a  feint,  which  fucceeded  fo  far,  as  to  induce  general 
Wafhington  to  detach  part  of  his  army  acrofs  it. 

The  voyage  was  far  from  being  favourable  to  the  Bri- 
tifli. .  It  coil  them  a  week  to  reach  the  Capes  of  the  Dela-* 
ware,  in  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  their  de-  ' 
ftination«  Here  they  received  information  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  thrown  fuch  obftacles  in  the  way  of  their  navi-* 
gation  up  that  river,  that  fhey  were  conftrained  to  abandon 
the  defign  as  impracticable,  and  feek  for  a  paflage  by 
Chefapeak-Bay  to  that  part  of  Maryland  which  lies  to  the 
fouth-weft,  and  at  xio  great  diftance  from  Philadelphia. 
The  winds,  however,  now  proved  fo  unfavourable,  that 
the  middle  of  Auguft  was  paft  before  they  could  reach  Auguft. 
the  Chefapeak,  during  all  which  time  the  confinement  of 
fo  many  men  and  horfes,  in  a  very  hot  feaibn,  could  not 
but  have  been  attended  with  very  fatal  confequences,  had 
not  the  moft  ample  provifion  been  made  in  every  refpeft ; 
as  the  failure  of  any  one  article,  even  that  of  water,  could 
not,  in  all  probability,  have  been  remedied. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved  favourable  after  the  fleet 
entered  Chefapeak-Bay,  fo  that  they  gained  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Elk,  after  a  very  dangerous  navigation,  a$  foon  as 
could,  in  fuch  circumftances,  be  expefted.  By  the  25  th  Aug.  15. 
of  the  month,  the  troops  were  landed,  without  any  oppo* 
(ition,  at  Elk  Ferry,  a  confiderable  way  up  the  river.  One 
part  advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at 
the  landing-place,  to  proteft  and  forward  the  artillery, 
ftorcs,  and  ncceflary  provifions;  the  general  not  permit- 
ting any  great  incumbrance  of  baggage,  and  even  the  ar- 
ticle of  tents  being  confiderably  abridged  on  account  of 
the  fcarcity  of  carriages. 

The  troops  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  general  JHowe, 
in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  to  prevent 
a  total  defolation  and  defertion  of  the  country  in  the  front 
pf  the  army,  publiflied  a  declaration,  promifing  th^t  the 
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CH  AP«ftriAfft  regularity,  good  order  and  difdplinei  fliodd  be 
XVL     obferved  by  the  army,  and  the  moft  eflcAual  fecurityand 
t/WJ  protctlion  afforded  to  all  his  majeftyV  peaceable  and  wcU- 
^777-     difpofed  fubjcifts  %  extending,  at  the  fame  time,  this  fe- 
curity  and  protection  to  fuch  perfoni  a^  ttot  haying  been 
guilty  of  afiuming  legiflative  or  judicial  authority,-  might 
otherwife  have  adVcd  illegally  in  fubordtnare  ftation^,  up- 
on the  provifion  of  their  immediate  return  to  their  haW- 
tations,  and  peaceable  demeanour  fot  the  future.   He 
likewife  offered  a  ftec  and  general  pardon  to  all  oiBcen 
and  foldiers  in  atms,  who  flu>uld  furrender  themielyes  to 
the  royal  army. 

In  the  beginning  of  September  the  royal  army  left  the 
head  of  the  Elk,  and  purfued  its  march  to  Philadelphia. 
Americaas  General  Wafhington,  ih  the  mean  time,  irith  his  armj, 
defeated  ^c  (confifting  of  about  15,000  men,  rte^ly  Ac  number  of' 
Sine.  the  royal  army  that  could  be  brought  into  aftion)  hid 

Sept.  II.  returned  from  the  Jerfeys  to  the  defende  of  the  capital; 
and  by  the  time  general  Howe  left  the  head  of  the  Elk, 
had  adranccd  from  Bt^ndywlne  Creek  to  Red-Clay  Creek; 
from  whenee  they  puflied  detachments  forward,  to  occu- 
,  py  difficult  pofts  in  the  woods,  and  to  interrupt  the  march 
of  the  Britifli  by  continual  fltirmiihes.  This  obliged  ge- 
neral Howe  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution,  as  every 
man  loft  on  his  part,  was  an  irrcparaWe  misfortune  to  the 
army,  for  the  prefent  year  at  leaft ;  while,  on  the  othct 
hand,  the  enemy  not  only  repaired  every  k>fs  with  the 
greateft  celerity,  but  the  military  ability  of  the  funiroR 
was  augmented  by  the  deftru£kion  of  their  fellows. 

This  caution,  howerer,  could  not  prevent  fome  fci*- 
mifhcs,  in  which  the  royal  army  were  almoft  always  vic- 
torious, and  who  continued  their  courfc  with  lefs  inter- 
ruption than  might  reafonaWy  htrt  beeft  expeftcd  frotn 
the  nature  of  the  country.  After  feveral  movements,  the 
enemy  retreated  beyond  Brandywind  Creek,  where  they 
took  poffcffion  of  the  heights,  and  cbvered  the  fords,  with 
an  evident  intention  of  difputing  the  paflagc. 

On  the  I  ith  of  September,  at  day-break,  the  Britift 
army  advanced  in  two  columns.  The  right,  under  gcnew* 
Knyphaufen,  marched  diredly  to  Chad's  Ford,  which 
lay  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  line,  where  they  expec- 
ted the  principal  attack,  their  right  and  left  covering  loni^ 
lefs  prafticablc  fords,  for  feveral  miles  on  either  hand. 
A  heavy  cannonade  ^commenced  about  ten  o'clock,  an  j 
repeated  difpofitions  for  paffing  the  ford  were  niadclrf 
the  Britifti  general,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy.  Tms  ] 
-feint  had  the  defired  eflFe^.  The  American  gcncrab,  W 
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pofiog  th€  whole  force  of  the  royal  army  to  be  in  his  CHAP, 
front,  detached  large  parties  acrofs  the  river  to  impede     XVI. 
or  frufttate  this  defign,  and  kept  up  a  continued  ferics  of  u—y— -^ 
ftirmifliea  with  the  Britiih  troops,  fometimes  advancing, '    i777- 
»»d  at  others  obliged  to  retreat,  until  at  laft  they  were 
driven  over  the  pver  with  conGdcraUe  lofs.  In  the  mean . 
tin^,  lord  CornwalUs,  at  (he  head  of  the  fecond  column, 
took  a  large  circuit  to  the  left,  i^ntil  he  gained  the  forks 
(^  the  Brandywine,  where,  frpm  the  divifion  of  the  river, 
it  could  be  more  eafily  forded.  Having  accordingly  pafled 
both  branches  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  he  took  the 
(horteft  road  down  the  river,  in  order  to  fall  upon  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy. 

General  Wafhington^  however,  having  been  apprifed 
of  this  movement  about  two  hours  before,  difpatched 
general  Sullivan,  withaa  many  troops  as  he  could  fpare, 
to  oppofe  Cornwallis.  This  taik  was  executed  by  the  pro- 
vincial coqimander  in  fuch  a  manner  as  (hewed  a  con« 
fiderable  degree  ^of  military  &iU.  He  polled  his  troops  in 
a  ftrong  ground,  his  fianks  being  covered  with  very  thick 
wood9,  and  his  front  with  artillery  advantagequfly  dif«  ^ 
pofecL  The  ardour  of  the  Britifli  and  Heifian  troops,  how* 
ever,  overthrew  every  obftacle.  The  Americans,  after  a 
ffif ited  oppol^tion^  were  driven  from  their  pofts,  and  pur- 
fued  inlx>  the  woods  cm  their  rear.  Some  refiftance  was 
made  by  a  part  of  the  enemy's  right,  which  had  not  been 
broken.  Thefe  tpok  another  ftrong  position  in  a  wood, 
and  were  not  diflodged  till  after  fome  confiderable  tl'm^* 

A9  the  main  and  cc^leded  body  of  the  Britifh  af  my 
continued  to  advance,  they  fell  in  with  a  ftrong  party  of 
the  enemy  which  had  not  yet  1>een  engaged.  Thefe  had 
pbfted  ihemfelves  advantageoufly,  in  order  to  cover  that 
wing  of  the  army  which  had  been  defeated,  and  maintaiti* 
ed  their  ground  io  vigoroufly,  that  they  cojuld  not  be 
dr^vea  f^om  it  before  the  night  was  confiderably  advanced^  *' 
when  the  darknefs  prevented  the  conquerors  from  jreap«* 
ing  any  benefit  from  their  viftory. 

General  Knyphaufen,  at  laft,  after  having  amufed  the 
enemy  all  day,  made  good  his  pafiage  in  the  evening,  ^ 
when  he  found  that  they  were  already  deeply  engaged  on 
the  right.  He  carried  the  entrenchment,  and  took  the 
battery  and  cannon  which  defended  Chad's  Ford  i  and  at 
the  fame  fnftant,  fome  Britilh  troops  who  had  been  en* 
tangled  in  the  woods,  and  at  laft  made  {hift  to  penetrate 
through  them,  happening  to  make  their  appearance,  the 
And'ericans  were  thrown  into  fuch  cpflfternation^  tha(  they 
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CHAP,  fled  on  all  fides,  and  were  only  faved  by  the  darkncfs  of 
XVI.     the  night  from  a  total  and  ruinous  defeat. 
O^v^i^      Though  on  this  occafion  the  viftory  undoubtedly  be* 
1777.     longed  to  the  Britifh,  it  was  far  from  being  of  that  final 
and  decifive  kind  which  people  had  been  led  to  expeft  in 
the  event  of  a  meeting  between  the  Britifli  and  American 
armies,  on  nearly  equal  terms,  both  as  to  numbers  and ' 
the  nature  of  the  ground.  Such  had  been  the  cafe  at  pre- 
fent ;  and  though  the  engagement  began  at  day-breaky  the 
night  was  pretty  far  advanced  before  vidory  was  obtain- 
ed.  Some  of  the  American  regiments,  particularly  thofe 
of  Virginia,  and  the  whole  corps  of  artillery,  behaved  ex- 
tremely well;  others  altogether  "as  ill.    Their  lofs  was 
never  particularly  fpecified  in  their  own  ^accounts  of  this 
affair.  In  a  letter  to  the  congrefs,  however,  general  Walk-' 
ington  fairly  owned  his  being  defeated,  though  he  did  not 
feem  to  think  it  a  matter  of  any  great  confequence.  The 
gazette  account  eftimated  their  lofs  at  300  killed,  600 
wounded,  and  near  400  taken  prifoners.    They  alfo  loft 
ten  fmall  field-pieces,  and  one  howitzer,  all  of  which  bat 
one  were  of  brafs.  The  lofs  of  the  royal  army  was. by  no 
ineans  in  proportion,  being  fomething  under  500,  of  which' 
the  flain  did  not  amount  to  one-fifth.  Several  ofiicers,  but 
none  above  the  rank  of  captain,  were  killed,  and  many 
more  wounded.  The  Americans  retreated  fir  ft  to  Cheftcr, 
and  then  to  Philadelphia,  where  general  Walhington  ufed 
the  utmoft  diligence  to  repair  his  lofs.  But  he  did  not  rc- 
mam  long  in  this  place,  having  advanced  a  few  miles  to- 
wairds  Lancafter,  where  general  Howe  took  efiedual  mea- 
fures  for  bringing  him  to  a  fecond  engagement.  A  violent 
fall  of  rain,  however,  put  an  end  to  this  defign,  fo  that  the 
American  army  for  the  prefent  efcaped  the  danger ;  and, 
though  every  pofiible  manoeuvre  was  ufed  to  involve  them 
in  fimilar  circumilances,  it  was  conftantly  found  to  be 
impoflible ;  but  a  corps  of  1500  lying  in  ambufli  in  the 
woods,  were  completely  furprifed  by  Major-general  Grey, 
and  300  of  them  killed  or  wounded  by  the  bayonet,  nj 
other,  weapon  being  made  ufe  of.  A  number  of  prifoners, 
with  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage,  arms,  and  ftores 
were  taken,  while  the  viftors  loft  only  a  captain  of  light 
,  infantry  and  three  private  men,  with  about  the  fame  num- 

ber wounded.  The  remainder  of  the  Americans  were 
faved  only  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  fome  pru- 
dent difpofitions  made  by  the  commanding  officer,  general 
Wayne. 

General  Howe,  now  finding  his  antagonift  determim 
not  to  rifk  a  battle,  even  /or  the  ftkc  of  faving  the  cap* 
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determined  to  take  pofleffion  of  it.  Having,  therefore,  CHAP, 
nothing  to  impede  his  progrefs,  the.  army  advanced  to     XVI. 
Germantown,  and  on  the  26thof  September,  lord  Corn-  L/V>J 
wallis  quietly  entered  Philadelphia.   This  citcumftaftce      1777- 
was  more  fortunate  than  could  have  been  expefted.  For  it^^^  ^takcs 
was  generally  apprehended^  and  had  even  been  fpoken  of  pofTcffion 
by  themfelves,  as  a  fettled  determinarion  to  deftroy  theofPhiladcN 
city,  whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could  be  no  longer  ^^^^l\^^ 
proted:ed,  rather  tlian  fufFer  it  to  become  a,  place  of  arms,' 
and  the  centre  of  operation  for  the  Britifh  fleets  and  ar- 
znies.  A  number  of  the  Quakers,  andfome  of  the  princi- 
pal inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  twenty,  who  had  been  juftly  confidered  as  attached 
to  the  Royal  caufe,  and  violently  .  inimical  to  the  prefcnt 
ruling  powers,  had  been  taken  intacuftody  upon  the  im-  1 
mediate  danger  of  an  invafion.     THefe  gentlemen  pofi-* 
tively  refufed  to  give  any  fecuiity  in  writing,  or  even  any 
verbal  atteftation^of  attachment,  ^ubniilion,  or  allegiance 
to  the' prefent  government,  or  of  not  holding  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  enemy.     They  even  refufed  to  confine 
themfelves  to  their  dwelling  lK>ufe9  $  and  being  found  i»- 
eonqt^erable  in  their  refolution,  were  ient  to  Staunton  in 
Virginia  on  the  approach  of  the  royal  army.  . 

Lord  Howe  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  the  fuccefs  nation  of" 
ef  his  brother,  than  he  took  the  moft  fpeedy  and  efFediual  the  Dela. 
meafnres  for  conducing  the  fleet  and  transports  round  to  ^^^^  ^'^^[" 
the  Delaware,  not  only  that  he  might  be  at  hand  to  con-  the  Ameri- 
cur  in  the  adlive  operations  of  the  Campaign,  but  to  fup-can  for- 
ply  the  army  with  chofe  neceflTarics  which  he  knew  muft  trcflcsta- 
have  been  at  rfiat  time  very  much  wanted.     The  voyage   "*' 
was  intricate,  tedious,  and  dangerous  ;  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  fuperior  (kill  and  ability  which  was  exerted  in  the     ' 
cotidu£):  and  management  of  fo  great  a  number  of  Ihips, 
could  have  prevented  the  lofs  from  being  confiderable  ; 
but,  as  the  paflfage  to  Philadelphia  was  yet  imprafticable, 
the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored  alongr  the  fhore  of  Pcnn- 
^  fylvania  from  Reedy  Ifland  to  Newcaftle. 

The  firft  obje£l  of  the  Britifli  troops,  after  taking  pot 
fcffion  of  the  city,  was  to  erc£l:  batteries  for  the  command 
of  the  river  5  the  necefllity  of  which  meafure  became  ob- 
vious as  foon  as  it  was  determined  upon.  The  very  day 
after  the  arrival  of  the  forces,  the  American  frigate  Dela- 
ware, of  32  guns,  anchored  within  500  yards  of  the  un- 
finiChed  batteries  ;  and  being  feconded  by  another  frigate, 
with  fome  fmall  veflels,  began  a  heavy  fire,  both  on  the 
batteries  and  town.  In  this  attack,  however,  they  difco- 
yered  piuch  lefs  judgment  than  might  have  been  expe^cd 
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Cti  AP«froni  their  knowledge  of  the  riyer.  On  the  falUng  of  the 
XVr.    tide,  the  Delaware  grounded  fo  ede£^uallyj  that  (he  could 

(/Y%J  not  be  got  off;  which  being  perceived  by  the  grenadiers^ 
1777'  they  brought  their  battalion  field^pieces  to  play  upon  her 
with  fo  much  cScGt^  that  (he  was  foon  obliged  ,to  ftrike 
her  colours.  BYigadier  General  Cleveland  immediately 
profited  by  the  tSGt  of  the  battalion  guns,  and  direded 
the  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  to  the  other  veficls,  which 
were  foon  compelled  to  retire,  widi  the  lofs  of  a  fchooner^ 
which  was  driven  aihore. 

In  order  to  impede  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  ia 
the  moft  effedual  manner,  the  Americans  had  erefted 
works  upon  a  low,  flat,  and  mar(hy  ifland,  or  rather  bank 
of  mud  and^and,  which  had  been  accumulated  in  the  De- 
laware, near  the  junction  with  the  Schuylkill,  and  which 
retained,  from  its  original,  the  name  of  Mud'IOanJ.  Oa 
the  oppo£te  fliore  of  New  Jerfey,  they  had  alfo  conftruc^ 
ted  a  fort  or  redoubt,  well  covered  with  heavy  artillery. 
In  the  deep  navigable  channel,  between  or  uiider  the  co- 
ver of  thefe  batteries,  they  had  funk  feveral  ranges  of  ma- 
chines, to  which,  from  their  refemblance  to  cbivaux  dt 
frizcy  they  had  given  the  name.  They  were  compofcd  of 
tranfverfe  beams  firmly  united,  pointing  in  various  direo- 
tions,  and  ftrongly  headed  with  iron.  Thefe  were  of 
fuch  a  weight  and  ftrength,  and  funk  in  fuch  a  depth  of 
water,  as  rendered  them  equally  difficult  to  be  weighed  or 
cut  through,  and  deftruflive  to  any  veflel  v^hich  bad  the 
mi&fortuae .  to  ftrike  againft  them.  About  three  miles 
lower  down  the  river,  they  had  funk  other  ranges  of  thefe 
machines,  and  were  coiiftrufting  fome  confiderable  and 
extenfive  works  for  their  protediion,  which,  though  not 
yet  finiflied,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to  be  provided 
with  artillery,  and  to  command  their  objefb  at  a  place  on 
the  Jerfey  fide,  called  Billing's  Point.  Thefe  Works  and 
machines  were  further  fupported  by  feveral  gallies,  moun* 
ting  heavy  cannon,  together  with  two  floating  batteries, 
a  number  of  armed  veflt;ls  and  fmtU  craft  of  various 
kinds,  with  fome  fire-ihips. 

As  n^  attempt  to  raife  thefe  machines,  or  to  clear  the 
channeKin  any  manner,  could  be  made,  wnl^fs  the  com* 
mand  of  the  (hc^es  on  both  fides  was  fuUy  obtained,  it 
was  refolved  firft  to  diflodge  thef  nemy  from  BillingVfort^ 
For  this  purpofe  two  regiments  were  detached  under  co- 
lonel Stirling  ;  but  the  provincials,  not  daring  to  wait 
their  arrival,  fpiked  up  their  cannon,  fet  fire  to  the  bar- 
racks, and  aband<mcd  the  place  with  the  grcateft  precipi- 
fatioa ;  after  which  the  detachment  cither  deftroycd  Or  , 
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rendered  unfenriceable  ihofe  parts  ff  the  works  which  CHAP, 
fronted  the  river.    This  fuccefs  was  followed  by  the  cut-     XVI. 
ting  o(  a  pafTage,  narrow  and  difficult  indeed^  for  (hips  ^  -y—i^ 
through  tnis  lower  barrier.  1 7  7  ;• 

On  the  return  of  the  detachment  from  Jerfey,  another 
regiment  was  fent  to  meet  them  at  Chefteri  in  order  to 
form  a  fufficient  efcort  for  a  large  convoy  of  provilions  to 
the  camp.  The  army  ftill  lay  at  Germantown,  a  very  < 
long  and  confiderable  village,  about  fi:c  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia, ftretchingyon  both  fides -of  the  road,  to  the  north- 
ward, forming  a  continued  llreet  of  two  miles  in  length. 
The  line  of  encampment  crofied  Germantown  at  ri^t 
angles  about  the  centre  extending  on  the  weft  from  the 
town  to  the  Schuylkill.  Lord  Cornwallis  lay  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers  ;  and  the  army 
was  further  wekkened  by  the  three  detachments  left  at 
Chefter. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  dcfign  was  formed  by  the  Fro- 
vincialsi  no  lefs  than  that  of  furprifing  the  whole  royal  ar-  The  Pro- 
my  in  their  camp.  For  this  purpofe,  they  quitted  their  ftrong  ^^^^'^j^J^^' 
poft  at  Skippach  Creek,  about  1 6  miles  diftance,  at  fix  in  royal  ar- 
the  everting,  and  marching  all  night,  approached  the  place  my  at  Ger- 
of  their  deftinatiott  about  three  next  morning.    They  JJ^,''"^^^;^ 
were  difcovered  by  the  patroles,  however,  fooner  than  fc"  ted. 
they  intended,  and  the  Britifh  troops  immediately  fum-  oa.4« 
moned  to  arms*  They  began  their  attack  on  the  40th  regi- 
.  snent,  and  the  battalion  of  light  infantry  which  accom- 
panied it.  Thefe  corps,  after  a  vigorous  refiftance,  were 
overpowered  by  numbers,  and  purfued  into  the  village. 

The  ardour  of  the  porfuit,  however,  was  ftopped  by 
iieutenant-coldhel  Mufgrave,  who  with  fix  companies  <tf 
the  40th  regiment,  threw  himfelf  into  a  Urge  and  ftrong 
houfe  lying  full  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  where  he  de- 
fended himfelf  with  fuch  bravery,  that  he  could  not  be 
diftodged  until  further  ai&ftance  arrived.  The  fortune  of 
the  day  was  noft  now  long  in  being  decided.  The  reft  of 
the  army  being  aflembled,  and  coming  quickly  to  the 
affiftance  of  their  companions,  the  enemy  were  driven 
out  of  the  town  with  confiderable  lofs,  and  the  purfuit 
continued  for  fome  miles,  but  to  little  purpofe,  the  pro- 
vincials being  enabled  to  carry  oflF  all  their  cannon.  The 
lofs  of  the  royal  army  on  this  occafion,  amounted  to  about 
535  men,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  ;  that  of  the  '' 
Americans  was  eftimated  in  the  gazette  at  betweewn  200  ^ 

and  300  killed,  600  wounded,  and  above  400  prifoners. 
Among  the  number  of  flain  was  general  Nafli,  and  feveral 


354  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Cli  AP.  officers  of  inferior  rank*;  54  other  officers  were  taken' pnt 

XVI.     foners.  ' 

K^r>r>^  According  to  the  account  given  by  general  Wafliihgtonj 
V  1777.  the  morning  proved  extremely  foggy,  fo  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  the  Americans  to  purfue  the  advantages  they 
had  originally  gained.  This  fog  not  only  prevented  them 
from  obfervitig"  the  true  number  and  (imatioii  of  the 
Britift,  but  occafioned'  fome  of  their  own  jjarties  to  mit 
take  each  other  for  the  enemy,  and  fire  upon  their  frienA 
under  that  miftake.  After  all,  however,  their  behaviour 
on  this  occafion  {hewed  that  the  Americans  were  by  ho 
means  the  contemptible  enemy  they  had  been  imagined  j[ 
and  the  hopes  of  gaining  a  decifive  viftfery  over  them, 
even  fuppofmg  that  they  could  be  brought  to  a  pitched 
battle  upon  equal  terms,  was  very  much  abated.  The  tak- 
ing of  Philadelphia' was  not  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages that  had  been  expefted  j  the  provincial  army  ftiti 
kept  the  field  ;*  arid  until  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware 
could  be  cleared,  it  was  obvious,  that  the  army  could  not 
fubfift  in  the  city  one  fingle  winter.  The  troops;  there- 
fore, removed  from  Germantown,  a'nd  took  up  their 
quarters  in  Philadelphia,  as  being  a  mare  convenient 
iituation  for  reducing  Mud-Ifland,  and  for  co-operating 
with  the  fleet,  in  reftoring  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

Meafures  being  now  concerted  betwixt  the  general  and 
admiral  for  removing  the  obftruSions  of  the  river,  the 
former  ert fted  batteries  along  the  weftern  fliore,  or  Fenn- 
fylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of  afiifting  to  diflodge  die  enemy 
from  MudJfland,  the  difficult  accefs  of  which  required^ 
more  tedious  operation  than  had  been  at  firft  judged  *ne- 
jccffary.  He  alfo  detached  a  ftrong  body  of  Heffians  ncro'js  1 
the  river,  to  attack  the  redoubt  at  Red'-Bank,  while  the 
fhips  and  batteries  on  the  other  fide  were  to  carry  on  their 
attacks  on  Mud-Ifland  and  the  armed  IhipB  of  the  enemy, 
colonel  Donop  attacked  the  enemy's  mtrenchments  vith 
great  refolution  ;  and,  after  a  fharp  aftion,  fucceeded  it 
carrying  an  extenfive  outwork.'  The  defence  of  the  body 
of  the  redoubt,  however,  was  much  more  vigorous  than 
he  had  expefted  ;  the  colonel  himfdf  was  taken  prifoner> 
^fter  being  mortally ^  wounded  in  the  attack.  '  (^oloiicl 
Mingerode,  the  next  in.  command,  was  likewifc  danger- 
oiifly  wounded  ;  feyeral  of  the  beft  officers  killed  ordif- 
abledj  and  the  Heffiaris  repulfed^  after  a  defperite  engiigo- 
'mdnt,  with  great  lofs,  which^  however,  was  never  pro- 
perly authenticated.    ;     * 

The  attack  by  fea  was  not  more- favourable  than  by 
land.    The  men  of  war  and  frigates  having  made  thtftf 
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'  ^ray^  '^th  ciifficulty,  through  the  lower  bame:r»  took  every  CHAP, 
po&ble  difpofition  that  the  nature  and  fituation  of  the    XVL 
river  would  admit,  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  upper  works  '>-  ■^^■■-> 
and  defences ;  when  they  commenced  their  aiTault  at'  the     ^7T7* 
(knic  time  that  colonel  Donop  was  engaged  atRed-£ank« 
The  (hips,  howeveri  could  not  bring  their  fire  to  bear 
-  upon  the  works  with  any  great  cffedl:*  The  extraordinar]^ 
.obitruflions  with  which  the  enemy  had  interrupted  the 
Srec  courfe  of  the  riveri  had  even  af&dled  its  bed,  and 
made  fome  alteration  in  its  known  and  ordinary  channel. 
Thns^  the  Auguila  man  of  war  and  Merlin  floop  were 
grounded  b  fad  at  fome  didance  from  the  chevaux  de 
Jrme^  that  they  could  not  be  got  offl   tn  this  fituation^ 
though  the  (killand  courage  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the. 
feveral  veflels  prevented  the  effcft  of  four  firc-fliips  which 
the  enemy  had  fent  down  to  deftroy  the  Augufta,  fhc  un- 
fortuAately  took  fire  during  the  engagement,  which  laid  the 
others  under  a  neccifity  of  retiring  with  <che  utmofl:  ex- 
pedition, to  get  beyond  the  reach  of  the  explofion.  In 
thefe  urgent  circumftances,  the  Merlin  was  alfo  deftroy- 
Hcd»  to  prevent  her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.    The  greater  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Augufta  were  faved,  though  no  inconfiderable  numbef 
unhappily  periflied. 

T*he  Britifh  commatiders  were  hot  at  all  difpirited  by 
,thi$  ill  fuccefe.  Freffi  preparations  were  made,  and  every 
.tneafure  adopted  that  could  tend  to  infure  fuccefs ;  while 
the  enemy  were  no  lefs  adlive  on  their  part  to  ftrerigthen 
their  works*    The  officers  and  feamen  of  the  fleet  were 
inceflantly  employed  in  conveying  heavy  artillery,  pro* 
vifions^  and  ftores  up  the  river,  by  a  difficult  channel  on 
.the  weft,  to  a  fmall  morafly  ifland,  where  th<iy  ereSed 
batteries,  which  greatly  annoyed  the  eneiiiy*«  works  on 
Mud-Ifland.  By  the  15th  of  November,  every  thing  wag  j^ov.  t/t 
.prepared  .for  an  attack  :  the  Ifis  and  Somerfet  meti  of  war 
paired  up  the  eaft  channel,  in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's 
works  in  front  \  feveral  frigates  drew  up  againft  a  fort 
•newly  creiSicd  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  near  Manto  Creek,  which 
Was  io  .fituated  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war  1  and  two 
armed  veifcls,  mounted  with  14  pounders,  made  their 
Way  through  a  narrow  channel  at  the  back  of  Hogg  Ifland, 
]^oftiz^  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  enfilade  the 
.principal  works  on  Mud-IQand.  A  heavy  fire  now  com- 
menced on  both  fides ;  but  the  prodigious  force  widi 
which  the  provincials  were  every  where  attacked,  and  the 
judicious  difpofitions  which  had  been  made,  fo  totally 
overpowered  them,  that  they  were  conftraincd  to  abandon 
Vol.  V,  Z  « 
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CHAP,  th^ place  ihat,ycry  niffhty  leaving  their  artillery  aud.j^nis 
XViU  ftores  behind  them/  Red-Bank  wa$  abandoned  next  azj^ 
^^^■'/"'■*  with  confideriible  lofs  of  artillery  and  military  (tores. 
*  177 ;•  Thus  the  fhipping  of  the  enemy  were  left  entirely  iKf- 
•titute  of  prote£tion,  and  threatened  with  inftant  deft^uc- 
tion.  Sevciral  gallies^  and  armed  veflelsy  however,  taking 
the  advantages  of  a  dark  night,  paffed  the  batterieisf  sit 
Philadelphia,  sind  efcaped  to  places  of  fecurity  farther  up ; 
but  17  others,  which  could  not  (et  fail  at  thvit  timd, 
\xrere  fet  on  fire,  to  prevent  their  falling  {nt6  the  batiks  df 
the  Briti(h.  The  campaign  on  the  Delaware  concluded 
with  opening  a  channel  large  enough  for  the  paiTage  6f 
tranfports  and  fmalt  vefielsi  laden  with  provifibns,  np  (q 
Philadelphia  *,  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year  admittin|; 
of  no  fariher  progrefs  being  made  in  the  clearing  of  the 
•river,  ;  .  • 

1  15  General  Wa(hington|  in  the.  mean  time,  having  receiv- 
ofthc  cam-? J  ^  reinforcement  of4ooo  men  from  the  notthern  army^ 
paign  on     advanced  within  14.  miles  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  en- 

I  ****^  ^^'*'    camped  in  a  very  ftrong  fituation  at  a  place  called  W7)if€^ 

Marfb,  The  Britilh  general  conceiving,  frotii  the^ifpoli- 

'  iron  of  his  arniy,  that  he  might  perhaps  incline  to  venture 

Dec,  4.  3*^  engagement,  marched  out  of  Philadelphia  pnthe  4tli 
of  December,  at  night,  and  next  morning  to6fc  poft  ill 
front  of  the  right  wing  of  thceneniy,  Befide^  the  hope! 
of  finding  the  American  general  inclined  to  riflt  a  battle, 
it  was  not  without  reafon  fupppfed  that  fome  part  of  hU 
Camp  might  be  found  liable  to  an  attack.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  he  explored  the  right  wing  with  all  poffible  accuracy j 

;  but  finding  no  opening  there,  he  changed  his  ground  on 

j  ^*^-  7«      the  7th,  and  explored  the  left  with  equal  attention.  Every 

I  part,  however,   was   found    equally  inacceffible^   and, 

though  feveral  fklrnfiiflies  enfued,  arid  the  rOyal  army  ad- 

'  vanced  witliin  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  lines,  nothing  could 

provoke  or  entice  him  to  an  engagement.  General  nowe, 
th  ^refore,  after  remaining  thrf  e  days  conftantly  in  their 
neighbourhood,  his  officers  and  foldiers  fufiering  the  moil  j 
grievous  feverities  of  weather,  frotti  the  vrant  of  tents,   ! 
and  other  field  equipage,  gave  up  the  thoughts  of  any 

\  further  attempt  for  the  feafon.  On  the  8th  of  December,    j 

Dec.  %.      therefore,  he  began  his  march  for  Philadelphia,  in  full    ; 

,  view  of  the  en^nly,  without  being  purfued,  or  in  the  leaft    ! 

incommoded  on  his  return.  General  Wafhington,  in  the 
mean  time,  removed  his  camp  from  White-Marfli  to 
Valley  Forge  on  the  Schuylkill^  about  1 5  or  1 6  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  in  a  very  ftrong  and  fecure  fitualion,  where 
he  hutted 'it  for  the  winteri  • 
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'  While  the  fouthf  rij  army,  under  gen.  "Howe,  was  thus  CHAP. 
'gaining  equivocal  and  unimportant  vi£loricS|  that  com-     XYI. 
snanded  by  general  Burgpyne,  in  the  north,  had  etpcri-  ^— rv**^  • 
^li^cdthe  moft  mortifying  confequcnces  of  ^^^f^^i^^^  qc^III{ 
jsiknd, defeat;  tfee  more. grievous,  without  doubt*  in  prorBurgoyne 
.;^ortion  co  the  e^fpefitations  that  bad  hccn:  raifed  of  their  undergoes 
Ij^ccefs^and  the  atchievements  they  had  already  accon^S^^*'^^*^*®*-- 
*^iifi%ed.    Vtc  left  this  coinmander  at  Skeneiborough,  in  ^^   ^*'   ' 
yKe  full^  caijeer  of  viftbry,  hi&  enemies  flying  every  where 
ibefore  hira.^  or  rather  already  fled  and  difperfed,  fo  that 
jthey  could  not  be  fpund.    He  '  continued  fpr  fome  days 
^ith  the  irmy,  partly  at  Skcneiborough,  and  partly  xtt 
the  adjacent  country^  They  were  under  the  neceiTity  oJE 
^waiting  the  arriyal  of  tents,  baggage,  and  provifions.  No 
1at>our  was  fpared  in  opening  roads,  by  the  way  of  Fort- 
u(^Qne^  for  advancing  againft  the  enemy.    E^ual  induftry 
"was  ufed  in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek  from  fallen  trees, 
Tufik'ftones,  and  other  impediments,  thrown  in  the  way 
V  %Y  the  enemy,  in  order  to  open  a  paflage  for  battcaux,  the 
<56nvcyancc  of  artillery^  {tores,  provifions,  and  camp-equi- 
page. Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed  at  Ticonderoga,  in  the 
carrying  of  gun-boats,  proviCon-veffela,  and  batteaux,6ver 
|a^if  into  Lake  George.   The  dire£t  dillance  from  Fort-- 
Anne, where  the  batteaux  navigation  ended,  or  even  from. 
§keiic£borough  to  Fort-Edward,  was  rio  more  than  what 
^n  tUs  country  would  be  ter^jcd  a  moderate  ride  for  exer- 
cifejyetfuch  is  the  favageftate  of  that  country, 'aiidfuch 
were  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  by  the  ciiemy,  that 
the  progrcfs  of  the  army  tJ^ither  was  rendered  very  tedious 
arid  laborious  j  fcarcely,  ind^d,  exceeding  one  mile  per 
day;  a  circumft^Qe,  to  after  .ages,  apd  in  a  cultivated 
ftate  of  the  (country,  perhaps  hardly  credible.     Almoft 
every  part  of  the  paflage  was  a.  wilder nefs.   The  enemy 
had  cut  large  tree^.op  both  fides  of  the  road,  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  toVfalf  acrofs  and  lengthways,  with  the^k 
branches  interwoyen;  fp  that  the  tjroops  had  (cveral  layy 
ers  of  thefe  frequently  to  remove,  in  places  where  they 
tould  not  poffibly  take  another  direction;  The  face  of  the 
country  waS  likeiyife  fo.  brokeri  with  c^ecM  and  marihes^ 
that,  in  this.fiiort  fpace,^bey  had  no  fewer  than  49  bridge^       , 
to  conftruft,  befides  others  to  repair  j,  one  of  which  wai? 
•of  log-workj  two  miles  in  length.     ;      , . 

All  thefe  difEculties.,  were  chearfully  encountered  and 
overcome  by  the  army,  whofe  high  fpirits  rendered,the«| 
at  prcfent  fuperiot:  to  every  thing.  The  ^nertiy,  befideSf 
isrcjfe  too  muc^  ditpifited  and  weak  tp  pqiake  ai^y  atteoipl 
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OHA'Pifbt  foilie  thne:   Cffticral  Schuyler,  indeed,  tm  tkin* 

XSfi.     V6urttigtd  cdllea  the  miHtia  at  Fwtv-Edwftrd,  and  fia«i 

^■■'V'-"^  bteti- joinfcd  fcy  the  'wretched  fugitiveis under  St.  Cbfc 

mrr^^f]     "^^^  having  takers  Si  i^ttcukous  maitik  throiigh  the  ui90% 

fi^S'ion  rtf  faffi^red  exl*rcMe  mlfery  from  the  badneib  of  the  tF«adier, 

the  Akmffi-  their  wT»nt  of  cofrering,  prbvifions,  amd  every  necdhvf; 

«an  tro^t  Others  had  alfb  itrivcd,  but  fo  totally  broken  <kw«i,  &at 

they  were  alrtoft  as  deftituteof  vigour  and  i^rit,'a$  itf 

arms  and  implctncnts  of  war.  Genera)  B«fgoyfie,  tfaer^ 

jfore,  was  allowed  to  complete  the  great  ^trorkd  we  hate 

Juft  mentioned,  in  quiet ;  excepting  oniy  a  few  iKj^ 

ftirmifhes  with  flying  parties  of  Ac  enemy,  'in  wkidi 

they  were  conftantly  repulfed  with  lofe^     ' 

At  the  approach  of  the  royal  anny  to  FotttEd  ward,  tto 
They  aban-  S*^^  ^  ^^  army  which  gei^ral  Schuyler  hftd  been  aWfc 
don  F(»rt     to  collcQ:,  abandoned  the  placte,  and  tietir^  towards  Sa* 
Wward.     ratoga.   I'he  joy  of  the  Britifii  troops  Mi  their  ztrM  -at 
Mudfon's  River,  which  they  imagined  wa$  to'  teifniiaate 
^M  theit  hardOiips,  was  inexpteiftle*    As  the  entfttyi-bf 
previoufly  abandoning  Fon.Ge6rgc,  aftdbttttiitig.d** 
^effels,  had  left  the  lake  entirely  op^r  ^'  ^ttStttJembaika- 
tion  of  ptovifions,  ftores/  and  neceflkri€(s;.^xadwfired'4t 
that  pdft  from  Trconderoga  \  ft>  that  the  army  W4s  foBf 
and  immediately  employed  in'  UiAnfpmi^'  fbafe  wtide^ 
^th  artillery,  batteauit,  and  foch  dttidr  l^t^ers  as  wtw 
judged  necclfary  fdr  the  j^rofeoition  of 'ehdr  oftrmm 
from  Lake  George  to  ftudfoi/s "Riter;   Tfegtti^ftrl,  In- 
deed ^  might  have  anoriiet  road  t<>Wafd«  -that  river>4y 
which  moft  of  the  dilScuWes  be  hi^iti^w  e«ec«nrtertd 
would  have  been  avoided.  By  i>eti»ning^wii-tlieSbiah 
River  to  Ticondcrega,  he  might  sfgain  hit^^c^ntaxtei  Ac 
army  on  Lake  George,  and  proceeded  tfo  thstfertwkidJ 
Hes  at  its  head,  from  which  it  takes  il^  ft^wnej  md  ftwi. 
whence  there  is  a  waggon  roa?d  to  Fdrt  Edward;  l^itoi 
however,  It  was  objefted,  that  i'^retrogade  ijibfion  tfl  '^ 
height  of  viaory,  would  tend  grcatJy  to  ab%t^  Aatp«»c 
witn  which  the  enemy  were  confoiinded'smd'0v*«fwkelflJ«'j 
and  that  this  muft  even  affeft  the  ardout  tif '^  *«!^* 
rhemfelves,  not  to  mention  the  delay  which  muft^  ^^' 
liafibncd  by  thdrcfiftance  cxpefted  at  Fdrt  George.  Wf^ 
far  confiderations  of  this  Mrtd  ought  td  have  ptcvadw 
'with  a  general  to  wafte  the  ftf ength  of  his  tfoops  by  cfl* 
countciing  natural  diffkulties  atmoft  infinfmoontablc)  and 
which,  when  furmounied,  eoUM  contribiitc  nothing  to- 
wards the  fuccefs  of  their  caufe,  we  muft  kave  to  mili- 
tary men  to  determine,  ' 
It  was  not  till  the  end  of  July,  th»t=thcBritifc^o»* 


I  m  «nder  teaebed  Fort*Sd«rar4^   Th^.  sAmcticaiis,,  4&f»ug^  Qklji  ArP^ 
^   fiill  overwhelmed  with  terror<a[n4  difmayg  (hewed  Wrjuor    XVjt 
dfixialiOiv^Q  iitbmit*  The  te^nqr  Qf  the  fan^ifCA  jiee^ni^  to  V^^^ggfej 
hAtpaetli^myrith  that  defpiemte  refolution  of  }whick  tfae  j.^> 
^uxtiaaJie^fet  is  eapable,  and  which  tead«c&  ^oaqueift  %  ^!J^*^ 
.^ny'^wrrt^vfaatevcrahiolateiy.impofiiU^  Qeftru^iQa  in  fort  ^  ^ 
intfh.eafevmay  he  indeed  cfl^&edi.  biU  the  example  of  ^^^t .  J^ 
fbep  ;ancieiit  tQwn  of  Ntunanda  ihews>  that  fubmiflloQi 
artU-be  Mf)ede4  in  vain^  let  the  force  employed  be  wiiat 
4t  #iy..  The  New- England  proviocosi  who  were  moft 
ifareatenesd^  took  every  method  to  avoid  the.  impendia^ 
4iuBger4  t  General  Waifliiagtony  wlio^  ^  we  have  already 
ieen,  was  empowered  by  congrefs  tor  appoint  new.  cpm* 
fitandera  tA  the  tiprthern  armyy  .immediately  difpatched 
€l>eneral  AnMHdt  with  a  train  of  artiUcry^itothe  affift^ce 
of 'Sohmyief.  By  him  Ac  aroiy,  which  no>^.  was  ^nabl^d  • 
to  make  fofiin  appeacanfic  of  force^  waa  drawn  back  from        I  v.  i '-. 
Samtogat  tofi  pla^e^c^ed  StiUnWratery  yearly  hiftbe  middle 
lietweea  that  and  tho,sMiiath  of  Mpbawk  river,  where  it 
laUs  into  feh«  Hndfon^a^  :Tbi$  movement  ii^a$  undertaken  in 
uopder  to.check  the  pr(fgr^ra:of  ^qokmelSt.  Iie;ger,  who  waa  Cruelties  of 
OQWAd«a^ifigjoii.t;fa^  Mohawk, river.   Arnpld's.  forces  the  Indians 
mufe  gxeatly  increafed  by  the  outrages  of  the  favages  in  foThet^oy^il 
tke.i^yaLariayi  whom  no  powes  wa&  fufficient.to.  retrain  caufc« 
^rom- giving  fdread^iil  lailanccs  o£  their  fanguinary  dif-* 
poSimity  and  invoiving  in  one^comrmon  deftrudion^  both 
^ci«daiaikd  fb^s  to  the  royal  caufe.  Among  the  nwny  in* 
4^ce$  of  (hia  natuie,  the  fate  of  a  young  lady>  nufa 
iM'IUienwas  particularly  remarkable,  and  occadoned  tjio 
-fooft  vip)e«tai|ii|iofoy  a^inft  the  royal  army.  Theiatlusi' 
'^  nhm  n^^ppy  •  young-  woman  was  faid  to  have  beqa . 
^eefdy  ififjtercfted  in.  t;tie  British  caufe.  She  hevfelf  was  to 
luve  bei^n  manried^  that  very  day  on  which  flic  was  kil- 
led, tti^  an.  officer  ia  general  Burgoype's. army)  an(i  was 
anurdercd  ^by  tu'-o  Indians,,  while  on  her  way  to  meet,  her 
lover,  A  deed  fo  atrocious  could  not  fail  to  call  forth  the 
latmoft  indignation- of  «vecy  inhabitant  of  America.  When 
acorrefponden^ betwiat  t^ Britiihand  American, gene* 
rala  to^  |^aee».the  former  ^iraa  reproached  with  tbi9  mur«     * 
det.  The  eaicnfe  h4  mad^^  was,  that  the  two  Indian  chiefs, 
who  were  fent  for  her  protcdion,  not  to  do  violence  to  her 
perfon,  having 'difputed  who  £bauld  be  her  guard,  one.pf 
ihem,  £rDm  whofe  handa  fhe  was  fnatchcd,  in  a^  fit  of 
favage  pafiioB,  kiikdher.lt  is,  however,  remarkable,  that 
the  muderer  waa  not  put  to  death;  a  circvmftance  which 
at  any  rate  (hewed  thefe  allies,  that  they  were  either  too 
powerful^  or  their  fenriccs  too  much  valued^  to  run  the 
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€H  AjP.riflc  of  gmng  themofthce^  Jet  their  behaviour  be  what  It 
XVt.    would.  .         >'  .V     .  ^      -        f 

tjrvx^  '  To  the  ttetounts  of  thefc  cniefdci;  however,  paWlllicd 
«777*     tlurdiighoiit  America;  Mre  mzj  withgt  eat  probaUIity^fcnll 
die  difafters  Afat  fbHoyired.   Every  occafion  was  taken  & 
e«afpefate  thif  people  ahd'bladken  the  royal  patty  zn&  z^ 
my.  The  crudties  of  the  barbarians  were  not  more'exedra^ 
tfcd  than  the  citife  In  whSch  they  were  employed:  Wliife 
The  Amc-  ^^^  Ahorred  and  detcfted  that  army  which  condefcend^ 
ric^j^gh*  to  accept  of  fttchalKesy  they  loudly  condemned  andirepro^ 
Vexafpe-  batcdthc  governnftent  Nivhfch  could  call  them  fordi  in  a  din 
ii^bic^    cofftteil,  thereby  endeavouring;  a^  they  faid ,  not  to  fuWii^ 
great  amB-hut  exterminate!  a  people  whbth  they  afFe£):ed  to  confide^ 
•en.         and  attempted  to  reclaim  a8fQbje£l:6.  The  inhabitants  ot 
tfie  open  country  h^d  now  no  means  of  fecnrity  left  but  by 
•betaking  themfdves  to  armsJ  An  zrthf  was  th^efore  ith 
llantly  potirM  ft>rth  by.the  wdod«,  mountaiiis,  and  mari^ 
e»;  which  in' diis  pUce  were  thickly  fown  'with  planra* 
tidiis  and  Tillages,  atid  the  defti^£hon  of  tiieir  regular  ar; 
my  was  'quickly  followitd  by  tiie'  aj>pc'arance  of  one  miicK 
more 'mimerous  and  formidable;  * 

The  firft  military^operatton  on  the  part  pf  thfe  royal  armn 
v^ii^fae  fiege  of  fort  Stlanwix  by  colonel  iSt.  Leger.  Thai 
Frrt  Stan-  was  ncf  fooifer  begun,  thin  genersil  Biirgoynib  exerted  hS 
v.ix  unfuc-  utmofi  endeavours  to  cffe£l  a  jun6li6n  wiA  him' by  niak' 
fclfi^""d     '^^^  ^  TZfiil  movement  forwards ;  the  good  cSeSts  ol  wWcIl 
^^^  *    were  too  obvious  to  admit  of  any  difpute^  The  diffichtoi^ 
however,  which  he  had  now  to  encounter, were  by  far  tod 
gfcat  to  be  overcome  by  human  art  Ot  ihduftry.  Rrom  tBfe 
jmh  of  July  to  the  i^thofAuguft  the  army  was*  comn 
nittally  employed  in  bringing  forward  batteaux,'proyifibri8j 
Au^ufL   and  ammunition  from  fort  George,' to  the  firft  navigable 
port  of  Hudfon's  river,  a  diftanccof  about  i8mH6s.  In 
this  f^rvieethe  toil  was  cxcefiBve,"  ind  the  futcefs  in  t^ 
degree  equivalent-to  the  expenfe  of  labour  and  time.  1% 
roads  in  fome  parts  were  fteep,  and  in  ■  othert  rcquiKl 
fffeat  repairs.  Oncf  thilrd  of  the  horfes  were  fcafce  arrlfca 
from  Canada  that  had  'been  contraded  for,  and  the  indut. 
trybf  the  general  h^d  been  able  to  colled  no  more  than 
50  team  of  oxen,  in  all  the  country  through  which  he  hia 
niai»ched.     Thefe  difiieultics  were  incrtafeil  by  cxccW^^ 
ing  heavy  rains,  ahdTueh  eflfeft  had  the  famous  impeiJi!; 
ments  on  the  main  ptirpofe  of  the  getieral,  the  eftablilK' 
♦     :,  mcnt  of  a  magazine- to  enable  him  to  ckny  on  the  ofieraV 
tions  of  the  campaign,  that  after  4e  titmoft  exfcr^ions  for 


^feccn  4s!f^  rt^^tq w^  mt^nhoYfi  i^i^t.^f^s  pcovifipMW  CHAP* 
ftare,  nor  above  ten  batteaux  in  Hudfon's  river.        ^  . . . .  >    .  Xyj. 
H    In  fuch  circu;nftan,cca,  itl^ng  -  cf i4ci>jljF  wpofllW?  to  'v.VV^ 
^ttpqur^fu^cknt fupplies  of  proyifions by. the  way^ of foft     1777. 
' Oeorgc,  tlie Bridfi  comroamder  d^tqpaxiijied tpfupplvhU $<^®«*<^*» ^ 

*  "  .  /    i    »  /•       >     1     r        r     «  Baum  and 

^wn  magazine^  at  the  cxpcnfe  of  ibofe  of,tl|c.^»(cn?f^Brcyman 
Havings  received    inforojiation^  ^thorclprej.  that  .{S|-Iai;g^  defeated  at 
ijuan^ty  of  ftgres .  were  laid  tip  at  Pennington,  a  .plape  S"»"|nK- 
$ibout  ap  milqs  to.  thq  eaftwardrfQ£-Hndlbn'a>rii;'Cry  Im^^'^* 
^etached  colonel  B^urn^  a  Gei^mi^i  offipcTf  with  a  f^ 
l^odjr  of  tirQop$»  to  furprjize  the  place..  Hia  force  cpnfi(^ 
of  about  500  regular  troops,  100  Indi^f^s^.withjwQ  li^t 
pieces  0^  artillery tf  To iacditate  chek  operation,  ^d^^ 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  fugceCs  of  this  detachOiiqzKii 
the  army  mpved.  up  the  eail  flilore^  oj^  Iiudj[bn'»,j?jkv^r^ 
^here  it  encamped  nearly  bppoiite«to  Saratoga/. haviag, at: 
the  fame  time  thrown  a  bud^  of  j^fita  pvcr,  by.'  wbicfa^ 
the  army  paifed  to  thatplacQ.  AtthciCaunctsmeJicUtiBli^lM: 
colonel  Breyman's  cox}^  was  poftcd^a^,  a  place  called  Ba^r 
tcn-IjLill,  with  a  ^Jcw  jto  fuppoxt  B^^,.if  neccfligry.  Jh«s 
latter  at  firft  met  with  fome^appcar^iQHcex^f  tws^ef&fhjM^ 
ling  in  with  a  party  of  tlieeiup^j^e^cprungfooic  cattle  and 
provifions^beth  ot  which  he  toqlji  with  Uttle  difficulty,  and 
lent  baick  to.the^camp.    Hia  future  aperatian|»^  howev^t 
were  no^  regarded  by  ^c. &me  fatal  pbftacks  which  hakl 
impede^  thofe  Qf  the  whole  army«  ^a^^.  the.want  of  hprfea 
>a^d  carriagepji  land  the,  ba4Qcf$  of  the  roadd,  fo  that  the  ' 

«qen^y,haL4tiinc.to  prepare  for  his  reception.  On  hi^^ar* 
Xival  at  Jifnxiiagipn^  he  found  the  place  by  far  too  ftrong 
to  be  attempted  by. hi^  party  with  any  probability  of  li|c* 
<efs  I,  for  yfrhich  Veafon  ji^  fortified  hifnielf  as  well  as  he 
could  in  a  poft  ^bout  four  milea.  from  Bennington,  dif- 
patching  at  the;,  fap|ie  fjmc.  ^ifi^  account  of  his  .fitoationTiia 

S'sneral  B^rgoype*  On  the,:iPfp^ipt  pf  this  news,  colonel 
r^man.^a^  di^j^tche(tfrQni^|itatt^  with  hia  rein*  • 

ferccme^t  i  b!*thia  difjicuUies  in  ^jrancing  were. fq  great, 
-l|y  rea{on^  of  a  f^^j^inualgraio^.tl^t  it  took  up  frogi  eight  ^ 
in  the  i?vorning  ^n  tlie  .151^^,  to  fp]i/pr  ixv  tl^|5  afti?rnoon^f  T 
the  i7thofAuguft,  before  he  coujid^arriye  at^Benningt^ny^ 
ihough  only  24.niU^^  ,.      ;      •  ?    ■ 

\.  In  th^  mean  tiitie,  however,  the  Amcricj^n  commander*  -: 
(a  general  Starke)  juftly  fulfcftingthat  colonel  Baiira  - , 
-would  fpeedily  be  rieiaforced,  de^rmined  not  to  wait  the  v 
.  arrival  pf^^ny  mpre  enemies^  On  the  i^orning  of  the  i6th,  Aug.  t4. 
therefore,^  whilsBx&y man  was  ftiU  ilruggling  with  the  dif- 
Acuities  of  his  march,  he  quitted  his  entrenchments  at  Ben- 
sington,  and  attacked  the  poft  which  colonel  Baum  had 
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'chap,  fortified,  and  rendctcd  as  defenfibie  as  time  and  tBe  MtM6 
XVI.    of  the  place  would  admit.  The  loyal  provincials  who  wat^ 

ty^Y\J  along  with  him,  were  fo  eager  to  realise  their  hopes  l^at 
1777-  "vrfien  the  enemy  were  furroiuiding  his  poft  on  all  Mm^ 
Aey  for  fome  time  purfoaded  him,  that  they  were  bodies 
of  friends  coming  to  hie  affiftance.  The  eokmel  ibon  dtit> 
covered  their  error,  and  made  a  brave  defence ;  but  hiB 
works  being  at  laft  carried  on  all  fides,  and  his  two  pieces 
of  cannon  taken,  moft  of  the  Indians,  together  with  the 
provincials,  Canadians,  and  Britifli  markfmen,  made  their 
efcipe  into  the  woods.  The  German  dragoons  ftill  ke|^t 
together  ^  and  when  their  ammunition  was  totally  expend^ 
ed,  they  were  led  on  to  the  charge  by  their  brave  comman- 
der with  their  fwords.  In  this  attack  the  colonel  himfelf  was 
mortally  wounded  and  taken  priibner  j  his  men  were  ail 
either  killed  or  taken. 

Auw  17.  Brcymcn,  who  had  the  hard  fortune  not  to  receive  the 
fmalleft  intelligence  of  this  engagement,  arrived  near  the 
place  of  a6Hon  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  where,  in-* 
ftead  of  meeting  vrith  his  friends,  he  found  his  detach** 
ment  attacked  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy,  Notviritbftand- 
ing  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  his  troops  be^ 
haved  with  great  vigonr  and  refolution,  driving  the  Ameri«« 
.  cans  in  the  beginning  from  two  or  three  different  hills  on 
whichtheywerepofted.  At  length, however, they wereovcr-' 
powered  i  and  their  ammunition  being  expended,  though 
they  had  brought  out  40  rounds /rr  man,  they  were  ob- 
liged to  abandon  two  other  pieces  of  cannon  they  bad 
brought  along  with  them^  and  retreat  in  the  bsft  manner 
they  could,  to  which  indeed  the  latenefs  and  darknefs  oi 
the  evening  was  extremely  favourable.  The  lo^s  of  men 
in  thefe  two  engagements  was  xK>t  lefs  than  jco  or  600^ 
the  greater  part  of  whom  were  taken  prifoners. 

lliis  misfortune  at  Bennington  decided  the  fate  of  dMT 

American   fQj^\  army,  which  was  now  obliged  to  remain  quiet  in  the 

featcd.  '  camp,  nearly  oppofite  to  Saratoga,  where  the  general  em^ 
ployed  himfelf  in  the  molt  unremitting  induftry  and  per^ 
feverance  in  bringing  forward  ftoresand  provifions  froitf 
Fort- George,  The  reputation ^f  the  Britifli  arms, 'how- 
ever, was  foon  retrieved  by  an  exploit  of  the  corps  undef 
St.  Leger.  That  commander  having  received  intelligence 
that  general  Harkimer,  with  800  or  900  of  the  militia  of 
Tryon  county,  was  marching  to  the  relief  of  the  fort,  tf- ' 
corting  at  the  fame  time  a  large  quantity  of  provifionif 
dirpatche<l  fir  John  Johniba  with  ibme.  ttgalvs^  the 
whole,  or  part  of  his  own  regiment,  and  aQ  the  Indlaos, 
to  intercept  them.  General  Uaskima  being  ^t^y  i^o- 


IMtk^ttfttf  mtKtarjr^tft  or  ftfatagomr ofinarj &ftt^C;H AP« 
iJiis^  msn  to  plunge  bltniUji  ioto  an  aodiiifcade  prepareci  for  XVL 
lhefl»9  tbe  confeqiience  of  whkh.  ^i^My  diat  tvo«-tbtrd«  Qf  ^  ^yw;!^ 
.them  were  tiA«r  kiUedor  takdu.  Dreadful,  deftruaian  >777» 
wae  en.  tibis  (KCdAoa  iliiMic  by.thf  IftfliAiM*  witU  tbeir 
^peafa  sifid  batcbetift)  while  the  btHUh  nature  of  thefe  f;v- 
."vages  manifefted  itfelf  by  the  faaitcbery  of  all  the  prifonercL 
thq;  took,  inreVsagedf  tibeir  own  .kifs}  which  cosfiiled 
^i  3-3  wainort  killed  and  29  bounded. 
'.  Onxhifi  triflings  advaniagei  the  royal  party  exulted  a$ 
tiSaoK  wd  plumol .  ihemfelyes  on  theahpugfat.of  having 
no  loore  diftuxbanee  from.  the.  militik  o£  the&  parts;  .  S  u 
J»egev  f^t  gafce^utdiag^  meflages  tothe^govemor  0^  Fort 
tStaowisE^  with  airiew  to  intimidate  him  intoaiiirrender^ 
In  thiSf  however>  he  was  difappointcd» .  The  governor^ 
colonel  Ganfwart,  behaved  with  great  £rmnefs;  Here* 
Jfikidf  that  having  beoa  eatrufted.with  the  charge  of  that 
^rcifon  by  the  Umted  States,  he  would  defexid  the  trufl: 
committed  ta  his  charge  at  every  hazard,  and  to  the  ut-^ 
mod  extremity.  Hje  had,  indeed,  akci^dy  put  the  Britifl^. 
.ftnength^  airiaL  On  the  very  .day,.and  probably  dur^ 
,ing  the  time  of  the  late  engagement^  the  provincial 
troops  in  tbe  fort  having  received  intelligence  of  the  ap-  ' 
jiraach  of  their  friends,  made  a  vigorous  fally  under  co- 
lonel Willet,  the  fecond  in  command.  This  officer  exe- 
cuted his  defign  with  great  fpirit  and  bravery.  After 
doing  confidefable  mifchief  in  the  camp,  and  bringing 
^oflF  fome  ftandards,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fpoil,  con- 
Ming  of  foipe  articles  greatly  wanted  in  the  fort,  and  a 
iew  prifoners,  he  returned  with  little  or  no  lofs  to  his 
.own  party*  He  afterwards  undertook,  in  company  with 
another  officer,  a  nouch  more  perilous  expedition.  They 
pafled  by  night  through  th'<*  befiegers  works,  and,  in  con- 
,tempt  of  the  danger  and  cruelty  of  the  favages,  made' 
,their  wav  through  pathlefs  woods  and  morafles,  in  ordet* 
to  raife  tlie  country,  and  bring  relief  to  the  fort.  In  fliort, 
after  all  his  endeavours,  the  Britifh  commander  found  it 
^impoffible  to  make  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  place.  His  artjllery  was  dencient,  being  tod 
light  to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  his  approaches  as  near  as  poffible,  in  of  der 
to  produce  any  effe£V*  The  Indians,  chagrined  at  their  late 
loffes,  continued  fullcn  and  intraftable.  They  were  be- 
'  fides  enraged  at  having  received  no  plunder,  the  chief  in* 
■  centive  to  all  their  wars,  and  the  profpeft  of  getting  any  . 
feemed  to  grow  every  day  more  faint.  Soon  after  ^report 
'  'was  fpread  among  them,  that  Arnoid^  now  raifcd.  by  the 
'    Vol.  V,  ''"A3 
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CHAP,  congrefs  to  the  rank  of  general,  was  coming  to  the  relief 
XVI.    of  the  fort  with  looo  men.  St.  Leger  then  promifed  to 
(/VX^  lead  them  on  himfelf,  to  bring  all  his  beft  troops  into  ac- 
'77^     tion,  and  by  carrying  their  leaders  to  mark  out  a  field  cf 
battle,  and  flattering  them  by  confultations  on  his  inteit- 
•ded  plans  of  operation,  endearourcd  to  foothe  them  into 
good  humour.  But  while  he  employed  himfelf  in  this 
mannerj  other  intelligence  arrived)  which  firft  doubled 
and  then  trebled  the  numbers  of  the  enemy,  with  the  ad- 
dition, that  General  Burgoyne's  army  had  been  endrely 
defeated  and  cut  to  pieces.  On  this  they  loft  all  patience^ 
and  while  the  Britifli  commander  ftiil  endeavoured  to 
foothe  them  by  calling  a  council  of  their  chiefs,  part  of 
them  decamped,  and  the  remsdnder  threatened  to  abandoR 
him  if  he  did  not  inftantly  retreat. 
The  In-         St.  Leger  now  finding  it  impoflible  to  deal  with  thefe 
<iian»  de-    intra£labte  allies,  was  obliged  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat. 
Colonel    ^'  lather  flight,  leaving  moft  of  the  artillery  and  ftores 
St.  Leger.    to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  garrifon.  From  his  own  ac* 
count,  it  appears,  that  he  was  as  apprehenfive  of  danger 
from  the  fury  of  the  favages  as  he  could  be  from  that  of 
his  American  enemies ;  and,  indeedi  not  without  rcafoa, 
fince  the  boats  belonging  to  die  army  were  not  only  plun^ 
dered  by  them,  but  the  officers  robbed  of  their  baggage, 
and  many  of  the  m^n  murdered,  who  through  fatigue  or 
weakncfs  had  not  been  able  tp  keep  up  with  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Arnold  was  actually  advance 
ittg  up  the  Mohawk  river  with  2000  men }  and  for  the 
greater  expedition,  had  quitted  the  main  body,  and  arrived 
by  forced  marches  through  the  woods,  widi  a^detachment 
of  9009  two  days  after  die  fiege  had  been  raifed ;  fo  that 
it  appeared  by  the  event,  that  the  difcontents  and  defer* 
tion  of  the  Indians  had  faved  them  from,  a  moft  fevere 
chaftifemcnt,  if  not  abfolute  deftruAion.  The  fpirits  of 
the  Americans  were  now  raifed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
general  Burgoyne  and  his  army,  once  fo  much  the  objedls 
of  terror,  became  not  only  contempdble,  but  their  fate  was 
publicly  prognofticated,  and  means  taken  to  cut  ofi^  their 
iietreat.  For  this  purpofe,  the  militia  from  the  upper  parts 
of  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  head  of  Conne£licut,  under- 
took  an  expedition  againft  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga, 
Mount  Independence,  and  the  pofts  on  lake  George.  The 
condu£i  of  it  was  committed  to  general  Lincoln,  and  the 
immediate  execudon  to  cdonels  Brown,  Johnfton,  and 
Woodbury,  with  detachments  of  about  500  men  each. 
They  carried  on  their  operations  with  fuch  fecrecy  and 
s«P«-  17-    addrcfs^diat  by  die  1 7di  of  September,  they  had  efleftual- 
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1y  furpTired  all  thcout^pofts  between  the  landing  place  at  CH  AP. 
the  north  end  of  lake  George  and  the  body  of  the  fortrcfs     XVL 
of  Tkonderoga.    Mount  Defiance,  Mount-Hope,  the  CKAy^ 
French  lines,  and  a  blockhoufe,  widi  aeo  batteaux,  an      i777« 
aurmed  floop,  and  fevera!  gun- boats,  were  almoft  inftantly 
taken.    Four  companies  of  foot,  with  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Canadians,  and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  yefieis,  were  made  prifoners ;  at  the  fame  time^ 
they  fct  at  liberty  a  number  of  their  own  people,  who  had 
been  confined  in  fome  of  thefe  works.  FluOied  with  this 
fuccefs,  they  brought  the  cannon  out  of  the  armed  veflcla 
they  had  taken,  and  after  repeatedly  fummoning  governor 
Powell,  who  commanded  in  Ticonderoga,  they  for  four 
days  attacked  the  fort  and  Mount  Independence  }  unti]> 
by  their  continual  repulfes,  they  found  themfelves  totally 
unequal  to  the  taflc,  and  at  laft  abandoned  the  defign. 

All  this  time  the  Britifh  commander  was  obliged  to  re- 
main  inadtve  in  his  camp.  A  fwell  of  the  water,  occafion-  Burgoyn* 
ed  by  great  rains,  carried  away  his  bridge  of  rafts,  on  which  puriued 
he  threw  over  another  of  boats ;  and  having  at  length  pro-  "i^*/ 
^ured  about  30  days  provifions,  with  other  neceiiarv  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
ftores,  he  took  a  refolution  of  pafling  Hudfon's  river  witn 
the  army.  This  defign  was  carried  into  execution  towards 
the  middle  of  September,  when  he  encamped  on  the  ^  *"*  '* 
heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Saratoga,  the  enemy  then  be- 
iflgin  the  neighbourhood-of  Still -Water.  By  this  time, 
however,  it  appears,  that  he  hnfifelf  had  little  hopes  of  be- 
ing abk  either  to  advance  or  retreat.  In  his  letter  to  the 
American  minifter,  he  faid,  that  as  a  duty  of  juftice,  he 
took  upon  himfelf  the  meafure  of  paffing  Hudfon's  river, 
in  order  to  force  a  paflage  to  Albany.  He  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorifed  to  call  any  men  into  council,  when  the 
peremptory  tenor  of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year, 
admitted  of  no  alternative.  In  a  fubfequent  part  of  the 
fame  letter,  he  reafoned  in  the  following  manner,  when 
the  unavoidable  deftruflion  of  his  army  feemed  to  prefent 
itfelf  to  his  mind.-r*'*  The  expedition  I  commanded,  fays 
be,  <<  was  evidently  meant  to  be  hazarded.  Circumftances 
might  require  it  flio^uld  be  devoted.  A  critical  jun£lion  of 
Mr.  Gates's  force  with  Mr.  Walhington,  might  poffibly 
decide  the  fate  of  the  war  •,  the  failure  of  my  jun£^ion 
with  Sir  Harry  Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of  my  retreat  to 
Canada,  could  only  be  a  partial  misfortune." 

As  the  army  advanced  alongme  river  towards  the  enemy, 

-tfaey  found  the  country  very  impra&icable,  being  covered 

widi  thick  woods,  and  a  continual  repair  of  bridges  necef- 

jEary.  Being  at  length  arrived  in  the  front  of  the  enem^^ 
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Cii  AF.  fome  woodk  only  of  no  freaC  extent  intervening}  die  ge»e« 
XVI.     ral  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Sriti(h  line  wlUch  covers 

V>t"v^i*/  cd  the  right  wing.  That  wing  wa«  covered  by  generalFrftf 
?777*  zer  and  colond  Breymeni  with  the  grenadiers  and  li^  id*- 
fantry  of  the  army,  who  kept  along  fome  high  gitmsifa 
which  commanded  its  right  flanip,  bcfing  themfeWes  covered 
by  the  Indians,  provincials,  and  Canadians  in  thefrostaod 
flanks.  The  left  wing  and  artillery,  under  generals  Rei- 
defel  and  Philips,  kept  along  t)ie  gre«t  road  and  meadows 
by  the  river  fide.  They  now  began  to  encpiinter  fudb  cne^ 
mies  as  they  had  never  before  eacperienced  in  America,  and 
fuch  as  they  had  been  too  apt  to  imagine  it  could  not  piso- 
duce.  The  Provincials  being  unable,  from  the  nature  of 
^e  country,  to  perceive  the  different  combinations  of  the 
inarch,  iflued  from  their  camp  in  great  force,  with  a  'de- 
fign  of  turning  the  right  wii^,  and  flanking  the  firidfli  line, 
But,  finding  themfelves  difappointed  in  the  dcdgahf  the 
ftrong  pofition  of  general  Frazer^they  now  began  a  counter^ 
march,  and  being  favouted  by  the  lame  peculiarity  of  the 
country,  they  made  a  furious  attack  on  the  left.  AmoU 
led  them  on,  and  fought  with  the  gteateft  intrepiditf^ 
difttnguifliing  himfelf  in  a  very  eminent  manner.  The 
Britiih,  though  furprifed  at  the  boidnefs  and  obftinacy  of 
the  Americans,  behaved  with  their  ufual  valour,  but  weic 
unable  to  gain  their  wonted  fuperiority ;  fo  t^t  after  ^ 
very  warm  engagement  of  fevcral  hours,  they  were  barely 

Sept.  19.  enabled  to  keep  the  field,  and  the  Americans  only  return? 
-  '  ed  to  their  camp  an  account  of  the  approach  of  darkneft. 
In  this  conflict,  many  brave  men  periflied  on  the  Bri- 
tiih  fide ;  and  it  was  no  great  comfort  that  the  Americans 
had  loft  a  greater  number.  The  army  lay  all  night  on 
their  arms  on  die  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  morning  took 
pofleifion  of  a  poft  nearly  within  cannon-fliot  of  the  ene- 
iny's  camp,  fortifying  their  right  wing,  and  extending 
their  left  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  cover  the  meadQw$ 
trough  which  the  river  runs,  and  where  their  batteaux 
^d  hofpitals  were  placed.  The  enemy's  camp  ^»^s  every 
where  either  inacceffible  or  impregnable.  The  Indians 
liow  finding  the  hopes  of  plunder  entirely  gone,  difliking 
the  hard  and  dangerous  fervice  in  which  they  were  em« 
ployed,  and  having  received  fome  checks  on  account  of 
the  murder  of  Mifs  M<Rae,  and  fome  other  inhuntanities, 
(dcferted  at  once,  and  that  at  a  time  when  their  fenrice 
was  moft  required,  and  would  have  been  particularly  ufe« 
ful.  A  great  defertion  alio  prevailed  among  the  Csinadir 
ans  and  loyal  Americans  i  nor  does  it  appear,  that  any  con* 
$^e|^$e  was  or  ccmid  xiow  be  placed  in  thofe  who  remain^ 
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^.  The  ^nerd  had,  from  the  beginning,  a  llrong  hapfc  C  H  A  P* 
«f  being  powerfully  faccoured,  if  fuch  affiftance  fliould  be     XVI. 
wequk^,  or  at  leaft  of  being  met  at  Albany  by  a  large  V>nr^ 
lietaehniient  from  the  army  at  New-Yotk.      He  now      177;. 
vecehred  a    letter  from  fe  Henry  Clinton,  informing 
iilm   of  his  intention  of    making  a  diverfion  on  the 
^01^  River  by  attacking  Fort  Montgomery,  and  fome 
jodiers  nevly  ereded  in  the  Highlands,  in  order  to  guard 
the  paffage  up  the  river  to  Albany.  This  diverfion  indeed 
fell  far  ftort  of  the  aid  be  had  expeded  ;  but  it  gave  con« 
fiderable  hopes  that  general  Gates  might  thus  be  obliged 
^  divide  his  army.  He  therefore  font  back  the  meifenger, 
Afterwards  dtfpatchki^  tuiro  officers  in  difguife,  and  other 
;iperfoo6  in  whom  he  could  confide,  by  di^erent  routes,  to 
iusqiiaint  Clinton  with  his  exad  fituation,  and  to  prefs  hioi 
to  the  immediate  9oa>mpIi(hment  of  his  purpofe  ;  and  t6 
infotth  him,  that  he  was  enabled  in  point  of  provifion^ 
«nd  fixed  in  his  determination  to  hold  his  prefent  pofition^ 
pi  hopes  of  favourable  events,  till  the  1 2th  of  Odoben 

in  the  mean  time,  every  method  was  ufed  to  fortify  tht 
issmnpm  Strong  redoubts  were  ere^ed  for  the  prote&ion 
Ibf  the  magaarines  and  hofpitals,  not  only  to  guard  s^inft 
9AJ  fioidden  attack,  but  for  their  fecurity  in  any  future 
movement  which  the  army  might  mid^e  in  order  to  turn 
Ithe  eaem/s  flank.  The  ftri£left  watch  on  the  motions  of 
the  enemy,  and  attention  on  every  quarter  to  &eir  own 
fecurity^  became  every  day  more  indifpenfible,  as  the  ar* 
my  under  general  Gates  contixHiaUy  hicreafed  by  the  ao* 
pcfSkm  o(  frelh  bodies  of  militia^ 

In  the  beginning  of  Odofoer,  general  Burgoyne  thought 
it  expedient,  from  the  uncertainty  of  his  ficuation,  to  lef- 
fen  die  foldicrs^  rations  of  provinoQS|  a  meafure,  which» 
however  difagreeable  to  an  army,  was  now  extremely  nc- 
ceflary.  Things  continued  in  this  fituation  until  the  7^1 
of  O&ober,  when  there  being  no  appearance  or  inteQigence 
•f  the  expeded  co-operation,  and  the  time  limited  for  tht 
•  ftay  of  the  army  in  its  prefcnt  camp  within  four  or  five 
days  of  being  expired,  it  was  judged  advifable  to  make  a 
movem^t  to  the  enemy's  left,  not  only  to  difcoyer  whe- 
dter  tibere  were  any  means  of  forcing  a  paflage,  (hould  it 
be  neceflkry  to  advance,*  or  of  dtfiodging  them  for  the 
leonveoience  of  retreat,  but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the 
army,  which  was  exceedingly  diftreffed  by  the  prefent 
fcarcity. 

A  detachment  of  1500  regular  troops,  with  two  twelve 
pounders,  two  howitzers,  and  fix  fix*pounders,  were  or- 
^ed  u>  move^  being  commanded  by  the  general  in  per* 
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CHAP,  fen,  who  was  feconded  hj  majors  general  Philips  and 
XVL    Reidefel^  with  brigadier  general  Frazer.  No  equal  num- 

K^^>r>mJ  ber  of  men  was  ever  better  commanded,  and  it  would  hare 
1777*  been  difficult  to  have  matched  the  men  with  any  equal 
number.  The  guard  of  the  camp  upon  the  high  grounds 
was  committed  to  the  brigadiers  general  Hamilton  and 
Spight ;  that  of  the  redoubts,  and  the  plain  near  the  river, 
to  brigadier  Goll.  The  force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  front  of  the  lines,  was  (o  much  fuperior,  that  it  was 
not  thought  fafe  to  augment  the  detachment  beyond  the 
number  we  have  dated. 

The  troops  were  formed  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
.  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  irregulars  were  puihed  on 
through  bye- ways,  to  appear  as  a  check  on  their  rear.  But 
the  further  operations  of  the  detachment  were  prevented 
by  a  very  fudden  and  moft  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy  upon 
the  Briti(h  grenadiers,  who  were  pofted  to  fupport  the  left 
wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland,  at  the  head  of  the  grena- 
diers,  fuftained  this  fierce  attack  with  great  refolution  $  but 
the  numbers  of  the  enemy  enabling  them,  in  a  few  minutes, 
to  extend  the  attack  along  the  whole  front  line  of  the  Ger^ 
mans,  who  were  pofted  immediately  on  the  right  of  the 
grenadiers,  it  became  impradiicable  to  move  any  part  of 
diat  body  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  fecond  line  to  f^>- 
port  the  flank,  where  the  great  weight  of  the  fire  felL 
The  right  were  ftill  unengaged ;  but  it  was  foon  perceived 
that  the  enemy  were  marching  a  ftrongbody  round  their 
flank,  in  order  to  cut  oflF  their  retreat.  To  oppofe  this 
bold  and  dangerous  attempt,  the  light  infantry,  with  a 
part  of  the  24th  regiment,  who  were  joined  with  them 
at  that  poft,  were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in  order  to 
cover  the  retreat  of  the  troops  into  the  camp.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  the  enemy  puihed  a  frefli  and  ftrong  rein- 
forcement to  decide  tlie  ai&ion  on  the  left,  which  being 
totally  overpowered  by  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  was  com- 
pelled to  give  way ;  upon  which  the  light  infantry  and 
24th  regiment  were  obliged,  by  a  very  quick  movement, 
to  endeavour  to  fave  that  wing  from  being  to^ly  routed. 
In  this  movement,  the  brave  brigadier  general  Frazer  was 
mortally  wounded :  the  fituation  of  the  detachment  be- 
came exceedingly  critical ;  and  the  danger  to  which  the 
lines  were  expofed,  ftill  more  alarming  and  ferious.. 
Philips  and  Rcidefel  were  ordered  to  cover  the  retreat, 
and  thofe  troops  which  were  neareft,  or  moft  difepgaged,. 
returned  as  faft  as  they  could  for  their  defence.  Tktj 
were  obliged  however  to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  f;annoo^ 
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moft  of  the  anUkry  men  being  killed,  and  the  horfes  en-  CH  AP« 
tirely  dcftroyed.  XVL 

The  troops  in  general  retreated  in  good  order,  though  ^»— -v—^ 
Tcry  hard  preffcdj  butthey  had  fcarcely  entered  their  »^77. 
caoip,  when  the  AnieHcans  ftornied  it  with  great  fury, 
rnihing  through  a  fevere  fire  of  grape-ihot  and  fmall  arms 
with  the  moftdefperate  valour.  Arnold  led  on  the  attack 
with  his  ufualimpetuo(ity,'but  met  with  a  brave  refiftance 
from  the  light  infantry  under  lord  Balcarras,  who  had 
been  ordered  to  defond  that  part  of  the  line.  The  engage- 
ment continued  with  the  utmoft  obftinacy  on  both  fides, 
until  Arnold  was  feverely  wounded,  and  forced  to  retire. 
His  party,  though  fomewhat  diOieartehed  by  this  accident, 
contiaued  the  attack  for  fometime  longer,  but,  after  many 
brave  eflbrts,  were  finally  repulfed.  In  another  quarter, 
where  the  Germans  were  pofted,  the  Americans  carried 
the  ^entrenchments  fword  in  hand,  totally  routing  the 
enemy  with  the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  tents,  and  artillery  ; 
nor  could  the  poft  afterwards  be  regained,  though  general 
BuYgdyne  fent  orders  for  that  purpofe.  In  this  attack, 
colonel  Breymen,  who  commanded  the  Germans,  was 
killed,  with  a  great  number  of  his  men.  Several  officers 
of  diftin£kion,  befides  brigadier-general  Frazcr^  were  alfo 
killed  and  taken  ;  though  the  Hit  of  killed,  wounded  and 
prifoners  fent  to  this  country  were  avowedly  imperfed. 

By  means  of  the  advantages  the  Americans  had  gained 
indus  engagement,  a  dangerous  opening  was  now  made 
on  the  right  flank  and  rear  of  the  royal  army,  which 
rendered  a  change  of  pofition  abfolutcly  necefTary  to  pre- 
vent a  total  deftruftion.  This  was  accordingly  executed 
that  very  night  with  the  greateft  filence,  order,  and  in- 
trepidity $  the  whole  army  moving  to  the  heights  adjacent, 
where  they  could  no  longer  be  attacked  with  advantage. 
.  Next  day,  OStober  8th,  being  fcnfible  that  nothing  Icfs  oa.S. 
than  afuccefsful  and  dccifive  a£^ion  could  relieve  him 
from  his  difficulties,  general  Burgoyne  continued  repeated- 
ly to  ofier  battle  to  the  enemy,  though  without  fuccefs  ; 
as  they  were  now  preparing  to  furround  him  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  ihould  preclude  every  poffibility  of  efcape.  For 
this  purpofe,  a  ftrong  body  was  puihed  forward  to  turn 
the  right  flank  of  the  royal  army,  which,  if  once  accom- 
pliflied,  would  have  completely  inclofed  it  on  every  fide.  To 
prevent  this  difafter,  an  immediate  retreat  to  Saragota  was 
determined,  and  executed  that  very  night  without  lofs. 
The  hofpital  with  the  fick  and  wounded  now  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  but  they  were  treated  with  great  hu- 
ipianity  by  the  yiftors  j  and^  indeed,  general -Gates  behaved 
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on  all  occafions  to  thofe  whom  the  fortune  of  wsu:  pntii 
his  powerj  with  fuch  tendernefs  and  humanity  as  did . 
honour  to  his  charadier. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  troops^  at  Saratov  in  d^  monu 
ing  of  0£tober  loth,  they  found  a  body  of  the  enemy  al- 
ready arrived,  and  throwing  up  entrendMaauencs-  on  the 
heights  before  them.  Tbefe  retired  on  their  appa>acb 
over  a  ford  in  Hudfon's  river,  and  joined  a  greater  force 
which  had  been  ftationed  to  prevent  the  paiTage  of  the 
royal  army.  .  Every  hope,  therefore,  was  now  cut  off, 
except  that  of  making  a  retreat  to  Fort  George.  For  tfaia 
purpofe,  a  detachment  of  artificers,  under  a  ftroagelcor^ 
was  fent  to  repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the  road  to  Fort 
Edward*  They  had  not,  however,  been  long  departed 
fiom  the.  camp,,  when  the  fudden  appearance  ofme  enemy 
in  gre;it  force  obliged  the  general  to  recal  the  efcort  kal 
along  with  them  i  and  foon  after,  on  a  very  flight  attack 
of  a  fmall  party  of  the  enemy,  the  provincial  guard  aban^ 
doned  their  poft,  and  left  the  workmen  to  fliift  for  them*' 
ielves,  who  diiereupon  were  obliged  to  defift  from  their 
operations,  having  only  began  to  repair  the  firft  bridge* 

The  enemy  now  proceeded  to  execute  the  laft  operation 
nece&ry  for  the  complete  redu&ion  of  the  Britifli  armj^ 
vix. .  the  cutting  off  their  only  refource  for  proviiions, 
which  had  hitherto  been  brought  to  the  camp  by  Hudfon't 
river.  The  farther  fliore  of  die  river  was  therefore  lined 
with  ftrong  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  the  batteaui, 
loaded  witlx  provifions  and  neceffaries,  were  of  confe-* 
quence  expofed  to  continual  attacks,  notwithftanding  all 
the  care  that  could  be  takei?.  Many  of  them  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  a  number  of  men  were  loft  in 
tSe  fkirmiflies  fought  on  thefe  occafions.  At  lait  it  was 
found  that  the  provifions  could  only  be  preferved  by 
landing  and  bringing  them  up  the  hill  to  the  camp  i  and 
this  could  not  be  accompliflied  without  the  utmoft  diffir 
culty  and  danger. 

In  thefe  deplorable  circimiftances,  councils  of  war  w^e 
held,  in  order  to  confider  of  the  poffibility  of  a  retreat* 
The  only  mcafure  that  carried  even  the  appearance  of 
poflibiliiy  was,  to  gain  Fort  Eward  by  anight  march,  the 
troops  carrying  their  provifions  on  their  backs.  The  im- 
poflibility  of  repairing  the  roads  and  bridges,  and  of  con- 
veying, in  their  prefent  fituation,  the  artillery  and  car- 
riages, were  too  evident  to  admit  of  a  queftion,  and  it 
was  propofed  to  force  the  fords  at  or  near  Fort  Edward; 
But  whilft  preparations  were  making  for  carrying  into  ^ 
ecution  this  forlorn  and  dcfperate  refolve,  news  wea:^ 
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brought  that  the  enemy  bad  already  taken  mcafiircs  for  C  H  A  P. 
preventing  every  poffibility  of  efcape,  and  that  even  this    XVI. 
)aft  refource  was  cut  off.    Befides,  being  ftrohgly  en-****— v— ^ 
trenched  oppo6te  to  the  fords  which  the  Britifh  intended     ^7^7* 
to  pafs,  diey  had  a  camp  well  guarded  l;irith  artillery  on 
the  high  grounds  between  fort  Edward  and  fort  George ; 
whilft  their  parties  were  every  where  fprcad  over  the  op- 
poiite  fliore  of  the  river,  to  watch  or  intercept  the  mo- 
tions of  the  army  ;  and,  on  their  own^  the  enemy's  pofts 
were.fo  clofe,  that  they  could  fcarcely  make  the  fmalleft 
movement  without  difcovery.   In  this  iituation^  they  re- 
mained for  fome  time,  lying  conftantly  on  their  arms^ 
whilfl:  a  continued  cannonade  pervaded  all  the  camp,  and 
even  rifle  and  grapd  (hot  fell  in  every  part  of  the  lines*  Theit 
numbers  were  now  reduced  to  3  5  oo  efiediive  fighting  meui 
of  which  fcarcc  2000  were  Britifh ;  fo  much  had  the  army 
been  reduced  by  the  dcfertion  df  the  CanadiaiiSi  in&  the 
many  heavy  lofles  they  had  fuftained  in  an  alYtioft  conti- 
nual feries  of  a&ion  for  two  months  pad.  Some  hope^ ' 
however,  they  ftill  entertained  of  being  relieved  by  their 
friends  from  New- York ;  or,  by  an  attack  from  the  enemyi 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  dying  gallantly,  or  extricating 
themfelves  with  honour.  Neither  of  thefe  defirable  events, 
however,  took  places  the  enemy  Ihewed  now  no  difpofition 
to  attack,  though  their  force  continually  increafed  by  the 
pouring  in  of  fuch  numbers  of  nlilitia,  as  muft  have  reti^ 
dcrcd  them  fuperior  to  a  much  greater  force  than  the  poor 
remains  to  which  the  Britifli  army  was  now  reduced.  Itt 
this  deplorable  extremity,  therefore,  general  Burgoyi^ 
taufed  an  exad  account  to  be  taken,  on  the  evening  of  the 
13th  of  Oftober,  of  the  whole  flock  of  provifions  then  rc^  ^^^  ^ . 
maining  in  the  camp,  which  being  found  fufHcieht  for  no    "^  * 
more  than  three  days,  it  became  abfolutely  necefTary  to  ca- 
pitulate with  the  enemy.  Before  this  was  done,  however, 
a  council  \yas  called,  to  which  the  general  invited,  befidei 
the  fuperior  officers,  all  thofe  who  commanded  corps  or 
tUvifions.  The  rcfult  was^  an  unanimous  detex'mi nation  to 
enter  into  a  convention  with  the  American  general.  The 
treaty  was  then  quickly  concluded  1  no  difficulty  occurring 
tliroughout  the  whole,  excepting  what  was  occafioncd  by 
a  point  of  military  honour,  and  which  was  yielded  by 
general  Gates*  The  behaviour  of  this  gentleman  was  fuch 
'iS  did  him  honour.  The  terms  granted   were  moderate; 
the  army  was  allowed  to  march  out  with  all  the  honours 
<^^war,  and  its  camp  artillery,  to  a  certain  place,  where 
they  were  to  depofit  their  arms.  They  were  to  be  allowed  • 
»  free  paflagc  from  Bofton  to  Europe,  on  condition  of  their 
Vol.  V.  B  3 
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C  H  AP.  not  ftrving  again  in  North* America  during  the  wan  The 
XVlt  army  were  not  to  be  fepstratedy  particolaTly  the  men  from 
<— »p<i'i»ij  the  ofScers  5  roll  callipgi  and  other  duties  of  regularity  to 
1777*  hs  admitted  '$  the  ofitceifr  on  parole  to  be  allowed  to  wear 
their  fide  arms }  all  ptir^Jbc  property  to  be  held  facred^  and: 
the  public  deUveiiediupon  honour )  no  baggage  to  befearcfa- 
ed  or  molefted  ;  all  perfons*  of  whatever  country,  ap*^ 
pertaining  to,  or  following  the  camp,,  to  be  fully  compre« 
hended  in  the  capU^iladon ;  and  the  Canadians  to  be  re- 
turned to  their  own  country,  liable  to  its  condidons.  AH* 
thefe^'as  far  as  general  Gates  was  or  could  be  concemed, 
were  executed  with  the  utmoft  pun£iua]ity.  Nay,  fo  much 
attention  was  paid  to  the  nice  delicacy  of  military  honour ,- 
that  when  the  Brttilh  ibldiers  went  to  tlie  place  appointed 
to  lay- down  their  arms,v  the  provincials  were  ftridly  kept 
within  their  lines,  and  not  allowed  to  be  fpeflators  of  fo* 
great  humiliation  on  tho  part  of  Bxitain.  Such  condud 
was  the  more  praife- worthy,  as  the  royal  army,  in  fome 
of  iis  laft  mC)vcment3,  had  deftroyed  many  fine  buildings, 
fome  of  them  exceedingly  valuable.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
f  feverity.xo  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  name,  cxercifed  in  theex- 
jpedition  we  are  now  going  to  relate,  would  have  given  but 
too  good  a  colour  to  very  difFtrent  proceedings  on  the  part 
of  ihc  Americans;  The  number  of  troops  whO}  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  laid  down  their  arms,  were  computed  by  the  A  me* 
ricans  at  5752,. in  which,  though  not  fpecified,  they  un- 
doubtedly included  all  the  artificers,  labourers,  and  follow- 
ers of  the  camp.  The  fick  and  wounded  left  in  the  hof- 
pital  were  ftated  at  528  ;  and  the  lofs  in  battle  or  byde-' 
fertion,  at  2933  men,  fince  the  6th  of  July:  the  whole* 
amount  of  thefe  numbers  being  92 13  5  though,  by  another 
account,  the  lofs  in  this  unfortunate  expedition  was  com- 
puted to  be  more  than  10,000.  A  fine  train  of  brafs  ar- 
tillery, amounting  to  thirty»five  pieces  of  difixfrent  forts  and 
fizes,  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

During  thefe  unfortunate  tranfaftions,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton embarked  with  3000  men,  accompanied  by  a  fuitable 
naval  force,  confifting  of  (hips  of  war,  armed  galiies,  and 
fmaller  veiTels,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Ho- 
Succcfsful   ^^^'    Their  firft  objeft  was  the  redudJion  of  the  forts 
expedition  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  which  though,  of  confiderabie- 
lip  the  ^     ftrength,  yrere,  at  that  time,  in  a  very  unguarded  ftate ;  fo  - 
North-?.i-  ^^^  j^  ^^g  refolved  to  attempt  them  by  aflault.    They 
were  fituated  on  either  fide  of  a  creek,  defcending  from 
the  mountains  to  the  North-River,  and  their  communica- 
tion preferved  by  a  bridge.  Several  neceffary  motions  be- 
ing made  to  cover  the  real  defign,  the  troops  were  landed  • 
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in  two  divifionsy  3t  fuch  a  diftancc  from  their  objc£V,  asCH  AP. 
occaConed  a  confiderable  and  difficult  inarch  through  the  XVI. 
mountains;  which,  however,  was  calculated  with  fuch^— v-*** 
precifion,  that  the  two  detachments  arrived  on  the  oppofitc  ^777- 
fides  of  the  creek  on  the  6th  of  Oftober,  and  began  a  ^^»  ^* 
leparate  attack  upon  each  of  the  forts  at  thie  fame  time. 
The  furprifeand  terror  of  the  garrifons  were  increafcd  by 
the  appearance  of  the  (hips  of  war, and  the  arrival  and  near 
fire  of  the  gallies,  who  approached  fo  clofe  as  to  touch  the 
walls  with  their  oars.  The  aifault  on  both  fides  of  the  creek 
was  very  vigorous,  and  the  impctuofity  of  the  troops  fo 
great,  that,  notwithftanding  a  very  refolute  defence,  both 
places  were  carried  by  ftorm,  and  very  little  mercy  fliown 
to  the  defendants.  On  the  lofs  of  the  forts,  the  enemy  fet 
fire  to  two  fine  new  frigates  and  fomc  other  veflcls,  which, 
with  their  artillery  and  ftores,  were  all  confumed.  Ano- 
ther fort,  named  Cotiftittdion^  was  foon  after  abandoned, 
and  fet  on  fire.  A  fine  thriving  fettlement  called  Continent 
tdl  Village,  and  containing  barracks  for  1500  men,  with 
confiderable  (lores,  was  alfo  deftroyed:  a  large  boom  and 
chain,  faid  to  have  cod  7o,osol.  and  which  was  looked 
upon  as  an  extraordinary  inftance  of  American  labour 
and  induftry,  was  in  part  deftroyed,  and  in  part  carried 
away ;  a  great  quantity  of  ftores,  provifions,  and  artillery 
were  taken  ;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  the  lofs  of  the  Ameri- 
cans on  this  occafion  was  greater  than  on  any  other  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  expedition,  however, 
did  not  end  here.  Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a  flying  fqua- 
dron  of  frigates,  and  general  Vaughan,  with  a  confiderable 
detachment  of  troops,  continued,  for  feveral  days,  their 
cxcurfion  up  the  river,  fpreading  terror  and  deftruftion 
wherever  they  went.  The  extraordinary  defolation  atten- 
ding this  expedition,  the  neceflity  of  which  was  never 
made  evident,  produced  a  very  feverc  letter  from  general 
Gates  to  general  Vaughan,  to  which  the  latter  did  not 
think  proper  to  give  an  nnfwer.  On  the  approach  of  that 
commander,  however,  the  Britifti  troops  retired  to  New- 
York,  having  undoubtedly  hurt  their  own  caufe  more  by 
the  proofs  of  inhumanity  they  had  given,  than  it  had  betn 
forwarded  by  the  lofs  the  An^cricans  fuftained. 


[375     J 


CHAPTER    XVIL 


Affairs  in  Britain -^^^  Parliament Debates  en  the  ad^ 

.  drefs'T General  Burgoynis  misfortune Ordnance  ex^ 

penfo'''-''^PrejeB  tv^hije  a  new  army Lord  Chatham^ s 

motions State  ofjhe  nation^-^^-^Employing  the-Indians 

Mr.  Fox*s  fpeech Dule  of  Richmond* s  motions 

Lord  North* s  confiliatory  plan^-^-^-^Motign  to,  repeal 

Maffachufetts  charter-aB Ways  and  Means Mr. 

LuttrelFs  motion^^^—^General  Gate/s  letter  read Duke 

•f  Richmond  on  the  fiate  of  the  nation  k      Conciliatory 

hills  paffed Lord  Chatham^s  fpeech  c^ainfl  granting 

independence  to  the  colonies — -^if//  deq^h  and  funeral 
honours. 


THE  fatal  termination  of  the  northern  expedition,  prr  a  p 
from  which  fo  much  had  been  expe£bed,  produced    yvtT  * 
the  utmoft  conftemation  in  Great-Britain.  No  change  of    ,.^/ . 
any  fort  had  taken  place  in  the  minifterial  departments.  ^"^1^1^ 
Good  and  bad  fuccefs  feemed  equally  to  fecure  them  in  state  of 
Aeii*  places.  In  the  former  cafe,  who  could  be  fo  fit  to  aff*»" "". 
conclude  the  bufinefs  as  thofe  who  had  begun  it  fo  hap-  ^[^f '^"* 
pily  ?  And,  in  the  latter,  who  could  be  found  fo  hardy  as 
to  complete  the  ruinous  fyftemy  which,  befides  its  original 
failure,  was,  from  its  very  nature,  clogged  with  immenfe 
difficulty  and  danger  ?  The  fiiccefs  at  Ticonderoga  feemed 
to  crown  the  hopes  of  adminiftration  and  their  friends ; 
sndj  as  this  had  been  planned  by  the  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  American  department,  (lord  George  Germaine)  he  and 
'  Iris  friends  plumed  thertfelves  not  a  little  on  the  wifdom 
of  the  contriirance.  But,  the  fuoceeding  difpatches  from 
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CHAP,  that  commander,  howerer,  did  not  long  continue  to  Aqv 

XVIL  port  there  fanguine  hopes.  The  delays  and  advancing  from 

V^^v-^^Skenefborough  to  the  fouthward  were,  however,  countcr- 

1777-     balanced,  in  the  opinion  of  miniftry,  by*  the  arrival  of  the 

army  on  Hudfon's  River,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from 

fort  Edward,  their  abandoning  fort  George  and  the  lake, 

and  St.  Leger's  fuccefs  in  defeating  the  miliiia  near  fort 

btanwix. 

In  expeftation  of  fome  great  and  glorious  eventi  it  Is 
probable  that  the  meeting  of  Parliament  was  this  year 
held  back  longer  than  ufual.  Inftead  of  this,  howerer, 
minifters  were  made  acquainted  with  the  double  defeat  of 
colonels  Baume  and  Breyman, — the  intolerable  difGculties 
under  which  the  army  laboured — ^the  defpondency  of  the 
general  himfelf — the  failure  of  St.  Legcr's  attempt  o^ 
fort  Stanwix — and  lailly,  the  fuccefs  of  the  provincials 
near  Ticonderoga,  and  the  defperate  and  doubtful  engage- 
ment with  Arnold  on  the  19th  of  September.  Yet  iUU  it 
was  hoped,  that  fome  aififtance  might  be  derived  from 
general  Clinton,  or  if  chat  could  not  be  effefled,  the  worft 
that  could  be  fuppofed  to  happen  to  general  Burgoyoe 
was^  his  being  obliged  to  retreat  to  Canada,  though  fome 
apprehended  the  fatal  confequences  which  a£3tually  tool 
place.  Accounts  at  this  time  w^e  only  received  of  geae- 
ral  Howe's  fuccefs  in  reaching  the  head  of  the  Elk. 
The  parliament  at  length  met  on  the  2otH  of  Novem- 
ParKaracn-  b^j^,  T^g  fpccch  fr©m  the  throne  cxprefled  great  fatisfac- 
€ccdfng»y  ^i<^"j  "^  having  recourfe  to  the  wifdem  and  fupport  of  par- 
Kov.  %(x  liament  in  this  conjundure,  when  the  continuance  of  the 
^"»r'»  rebellion  in  America  demanded  their  moft  ferious  atten* 
^^^^  *  tion.  The  powers  with  which  parliament  had  entruftcd 
the  crown  for  the  f^ppreffion  of  thje  revolt  were  declared 
10  have  been  faithfully  exerted;  and  a.  juQ;  confidence 
was  exprefled,  that  the  courage  AQdcondud:  of  the  officersi 
with  the  fpirit  and  intrepidity  el  the  forces,  would  be  at- 
tended with  important  fuocefs ;  but,  ijwider  sk  pej»fuafioa 
that  both  houfes  wo^  (ee  the  neceffity  of  preparing  f<tf 
fu$h  further  operations  as  the  contingeaeks  of  the  war 
and  the  obftinacy  of  the  rchclsr  migl^  re^r  ^xpedienCi 
his  Majcfty  was  for  thh  purpofe  purfiting  the  pwp^ 
mcafures  for  keeping  ,the  lanwl-fprctss  to  their  pfop?^ 
cftabliihment ;  and,  ii  he:  ffaouJd  have  oeealion  to  mj^^ 
them  by  contra£l:ing  any  ne!w  engagementa,  a  fdboct 
was  placed  on  their  zeal  to  eniaUe  Hm  to  fulfil  ibcm^  R^' 
peatcd  ^fiurances  weio  received  of  the  paei&e  iaie»t>^ 
of  foreign  powers;  notwithftanding  which,  th^  «f^ 
mencs  in  the  pi^tso^Fnou^^di^painteiadeKdil^^^ 
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bte  to  augment  our  naval  force  confidcrabl jr.  The  com-  CHAP, 
mens  were  informed,  that  the  various  ferviccs  wliich  had  XVIL 
been  mentioned  would  unavoidably  require  large  fupplies ;  L/VXJ 
and  a  profcffion  was  made,  that  nothing  could  relieve  the  '777' 
royal  mind  from  the  concern  which  it  felt  for  the  heavy 
charge  they  muft  bring  on  the  people,  but  a  eonviftion  of 
their  being  neceffary  for  the  welfare  and  intcrefts  of  the 
nation.  The  fpeech  concluded  with  a  refolution  fteadily 
to  purfue  the  meafures  in  which  they  w^re  engaged  for 
the  re^eftablifliment  of  that  conilitutional  fubordination, 
which  his  majcfty  was  determined  to  maintain  through 
the  fcveral  parts  of  his  dominions,  accompanied  with  a 
profeflion  of  being  watchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting 
a  ftop  to  the  efFufion  of  the  blood  of  his  fubjeas ;  he  alfo 
continued  to  hope,  that  the  deluded  and  unhappy  multi- 
tude would  return  to  their  allegiance  on  a  recolleftion  of 
the  bleffing^  of  their  former  happy  government,  when 
compared  with  the  miferies  of  their  prefent  fituation  ;  and 
concluded  with  a  declaration  that  the  reftonng  of  peace,' 
order,  and  confidence  to  his  American  colonies,  would  be 
confidered  as  the  greateft  happinefs  of  hit  majefty^s  life^ 
and  glory  of  his  reign. 

In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  addrefles  were  moved,  us  ufual, 
full  of  panegyrics  on  the  fpeech,  and  the  profound  wif- 
dom  of  the  miniftry.  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  who  feconded 
diis  motion  for  the  addrefs,  declared  himfelf  fo  fully  fatis- 
fied  with  the  wifdom  and  rcftitude  of  thofe  in  office,  and 
the  extreme  utility  of  their  meafures,  tfiat  he  could  not 
refrain  from  being  loft  in  aftonifliment,  if  it  (hould  hap- 
pen  that  any  man  who  was  a  native  of  this  country,  and 
bred  up  in  due  allegiance  to  the  throne,  could,  under  any 
impulfe  of  faftion,  venture  to  ftand  up  in  that  houfe,  and 
fo  far  to  abet  the  American  rebels,  as  toexprefs  a  fentiment 
contrary  to  the  fpiric  of  the  meafures  which  were  adopted 
by  government,  and  which  were  now  fo  gracioufly  com- 
municated from  the  throve. 

So  vehement  a  declamation  in  favour  of  mini fterial  mea- 
fures, hitherto  attended  with  fuch  uninterrupted  misfor- 
tune and  difappointment,  might  well  have  been  fuppofed 
ironical,  had  it  not  become  the  fubjcft  of  ferious  debate  in 
parliament.  The  ftate  of  the  nation  was  indeed  very  far  from 
being  flourifliing.  Our  foreign  commerce  was  confiderably 
embarrafled,  and  loaded  with  extraordinary  charges  5  in 
foftie  branches,  it  was  reduced ;  and  in  others^  fuch  as  the 
African,  nearly  annihilated.  That  commerce,  indeed,  fo 
long  the  objeft  of  envy  to  other  nations,  was  fo  immenfe 
in  its  e)d[|lt|  and  involved  fuch  a  multitude  of  great  and 
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CHAP.  materiji}qb)e£la,  tb^t  it  was  not  to  be  4bakcn»  wtdtout  fooie 
XVII.    verjr  extraordinary  convuUIon  or  ttncommon  .acictdent^ 

V^*'/*"r  and  therefore  bore  many  prodigioua  fiioak^  before  tKcy 
'777*     vere  capable  of  apparently  afFe£ting  its  g^cral  fyfbem. 

,In  other  refpe^Sf  the  aCpe£^  of  public  affair  wa$  fuffi* 
cient  to  enable  the  moil  fuper&cial  obfetver  to -refine  tbe 
fpeech  of  the  m^niber  above  mentionjsd.^The  €oafts    o£ 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland  were  infujted  by  die  Amerii:aa 
privateers,  in  a  manner  which,  our^hi^rdieft  foreiga  eoer 
mies  had  never  ventured  in  any  conteift.  Tbudj  even  otw 
domeftic  trade  w^s  render^  infeoure*  The  ihips  from 
Dublin  and  Newry  were,  for  the  fnft  time)  attended  hy 
a  convoy.  The  Thames  alio  prefeiited  the  unuXual  and 
melancholy  fpediacle  of  numbers  of  foreign  (hips,  partis 
cularly  French,  taking  in  carg^6$  of  EngUfh  cpmmodi(ies 
for  .various  parts  of  Europe,  jhe  property  of  Britiih  mer* 
chaiit^,  who  were  thus  ceduced  to  Idek  that  prote^^ieii^frQii^ 
other  nation&t  which  the  Britiib  flag  hM  hithorto.  been 
accudomed  to  afford  tp:Ul,  the  vKorld*'    -  . 

The  condu£l  of  France,  during  the  whoietof ..tbU  y^9f i 
had  been  fo  unequivocal,  that  we  can  fcarce  hdp  admiring 
the  effrontery  with  which miniftry  bad  hi|^rto  infifted,  a^ 
Hill  continued  to  iniiil,  that  b^  iiUeptian^vvw^r^.  reaUf 
pacific  She  was  not  indeed  yet  ^rriy^d  at  t^^ftate,.^ 
preparation,:  which  would  have  enabled  Jb^er^  to  eomiaeiM 
hoiliUties  immediately.  She  occafion^y  relaxed  ift-cerT 
tain  articles,  where  the  Britiih  minfilry  found.  thomfelvA» 
obliged  to  puih  with  more  than  ufaair  vigoui^  Thusi  wiio^ 
one  Cunningham,  a  bold  American  a^veotufeci  had  takeHf 
and  carried  into.  Dunkirk,  with  a  privateef-  fitted  om 
from  that  port,  the  £oglifh.  packet  fronjk  HoUa^id,  and 
lent  thq  mail  tq  the  Americafi  miniiUrs!  at  Paris^  ic  th^ 
became  necefTary,  to  fave  appearances,  to  iinprilQii  Cua< 
ningham  and  all  his  crew.  To  prevent  this  from  giving  any 
offence  to  the  Americans,  however,  his  imprifanaientw^ 
reprefented  asoccafioncd  by  fomeinfor^alHyiii  hijSCQm^ 
mifTion,  which  brought  hijn  very  n^ar,  if  npt  within  the 
verge,  of  piracy.  Even  this  was.  v<?ry  foon  pafied  over,  Th^ 
American  adventurer  and  feis  crew  were jfeiteaj^- ffop 
their  mock  confinenaent,  and  he  wasp^rmittied  t^-par* 
chaie  a. much  n^ronger.YeiTel  and  better  failer^thiinkNe&se, 
avowedly  to.infefl:  theBritiih  commerce  a9  u(|i£d^>  At  aiKH 
thcr  time,  when  tlicfrench  Newioundiandr fiQieiy  ^m^ 
have  been  totally  intf  rcepted-  and  fkitroyed  in  cafft-of.ai| 
immediate  rupture,  and:  the  capture  of  th|;4r^<»en  would 
have  been  more  ruinous  and  irrcpari^le  thaii  the.  loiJ^-even 
of  the  fbips  and  cargoes,  lord  Stormpnt  obtainiQ|||^  order 
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fcorm: ti»g'Fge!iehtniAKfer»,'that aH<fae AmothAn privatecr8»  CHAP, 
with  iMm pHzesi  (hduhi  imntediat^ely  depiirt  ihe  kittg<ldiii.    XV^tL 
Exifiediciits^  kisweuer,  were  pradifed  oi> this^occaffion  wldt  <—  ^y^-J 
finch  fttccefs,  %mi  the  older  Was  not  obeyed  In  any  one  in«      >^77^ 
ftaheev  tboughit  effeStvallj  airfwered  tbe  end  held  in  view 
by  the  iRrench  Court,  "OfSt;  ^  that  of  protra£ting  time^  by 
4ipciri»g  a  fubjed  of  tediolis  and  indecifivfe  controverfy^ 
until  t^sirA^were  fafein  jAirt.  Wi^  regard  to  the 
Anierieans,  they  'fia<l  'ilie  foUeft  afliirsdice'frohir  M»  de 
Bsrttiie,  the  French  miatfter>  that  the  king  Would  prote£l 
his  fiibjedts  in  trading  wiih  them  ;  and  for  thi»  porpofe,  a 
public  inftrument  was  Tent  to  the  fereral  Chambers  of 
Cotttimetice)  affibring  tbenrof  what  we  have  }uft  now  re- 
lated^      ■  s    •      -      .-^r    . 

Con&kring  all  thefe  circttnfiftances,  it  is  no  wbnder  that 

the  fpedeh  of  that  n&ember  of  the  houfe^  which  we  have 

fuft  now  reiatedi  ihbuld  have  *  met  with  the  moft  ferere 

taarAaiherfioR.   It  Was  anfUreitd  by  die  y^ung  Marquis 

erf  G^jiiiby,  who,  ffom  his  UtA  coming  into  parSament^ 

had  iinift>hnly  oppofed  t]»  whole  fyftem  of  American 

n»afttr^;  After  ftating  and  Ikmentingv  in  a  pathetic  man* 

ner^  the  li^uinous  dfe&s  of  the  war,  he«  declared  faimfelf 

iill^  ^tfa  the  moft  ardent  4lefire  for  grafping'at  the  pre- 

fent  nremient  of  time,  and  oflmving  the  ha^inefs  even  to 

layihrgromid-workof  an  accommodation.  He,  therefore, 

moved  an  amendment  to  the  addrefs^the  fubftanceof 

which  was,  «  To  requeft  of  his  majefty  to  adopt  fome 

meafurcs  for  accommodating  the  differences  with  Ame« 

rica ',  and  recoilriineBding  a  cefiktion  o0  all  hoftilities,  as 

faeoeffiiry  for  the  efiefhiating  lb  defirable  aprurpofe ;  with 

lot  afiuirance,  that  die  commons  were  determined  to  co* 

i:f>arate  with  him  in  every  meafme  that  could  contribute 

lb  the  re*eftabli(h)nent  of  peace,  and  the  drawing  fuch 

hires  as  fliotild  a&rd  iafficient  fecurity  to  the  terms  of 

pacificaddm"  '     ' 

This  motion  was  fecmded- with  additional  arguments 
by  loird  John  Caveiidilh,  and  fitqyporced  by  the  oppofition 
ingenerah  On  the  otha*  hand^die  miniiler  infifted,  that 
DO  pcrfWi  in  the  nation  defired  peace  more  ardently  than 
himfelf.  The  happy  moment  for  attempting  an  accom. 
mddatibn,  however,  was  not  yet  arrived.  This  was  to  be 
foAni)  only  in,  die  ieafoh  of  vidory ;  at  any  other  time,  it 
^^U  notonly  be  fiitili^  bat  attended  with  difgrace  and 
cisnteiiipt.  He  feemed  tacidy  to  give  up  the  ideaof  taxadoh| 
bynot  <^onfiderin^it  as  abar  in  die  way  of  accoAi^sodarion  ^ 
batobfefled  to  a  cbfiation^of  arms^  as  it  Wo^ld  feem  z 
4tte£i  atitoiffioii  of  |Jie  Alherican  claim  of  indqie^dencyw 
Yf^-V,  C3 


3«o  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAKD. 


XVII%   to  gmnt  a  ccfiation  of  aroiSt  whontivttr.  they  tfaov^  fttyf 

^-  ■'(<'— '-^  per,  and  when  fuch  overtares  had  'been  mmAc  or  acc^tcd 

^777-     on  the  other.  Cde^  as  aflbrded  maj  re«fi>n^ile  ground  foe 

beginning  a  negoeiaiiom  To  veoiove  the  impi^ffionr  vhicb 

bad  been  vifibly  made  by  ibti  langita^  of  o^ppofitioa  cos** 

cerotng  an  European  waivhe  isidi .tlitot fcom  the  beftiup 

teUigence  he  could  coUeA^  cfajere  vaa  n^feafonto'a^pre^ 

hend  fuch  an  evmtt  France  and  Spain  held  ovt'riiie  hn^ 

guage  of  friofidiUp,  fl^nd  he  believed  them  fineere^  itvai^ 

not  their  interell  to  quarrel  .vilb  usi  and  he  could  not  be^ 

.   lieve  it  was  their  intcmsan^ 

Someothor  gentlemen  were  of  ofunbn,  that  to  grant  in- 
dependence  to  Americai  would  be  the  fubjugatinn  of  Great* 
Bntain.  Both  could  not  extft  in  ah  indqsei^xitftate;&r» 
fuch  were  the  fpurces  of  wealth'  and  power  in  that  vaft 
eQntinenc^£roRtit»extentypfodac]b6»  toiSp  rcvers^  immenfe 
increafe  in  popnUtion>an4  ahoie  alii  i^i  prod^ionafiuid 
of  naval  tica(Mrcs>  tiut  tiiiafinalliilaBdi. which  md^hilliei^ 
to  &ippMted  it»greatneft  by  eoomierce  and  naaral  fuperion* 
ty I  would  now  1m.  fo  cramped  ih  its  own  peeialiar  refedfCOH 
and  orerlaid  upon  its  oatwral  eleioient^  that  it  muft  in  a  few 
y ear»  fink  to  nothings  and  peishnpa  be  reducedr  ta  that  moft 
degrading  and  calamitous  of  all  fkuationsi.  the  faeoMmog 
a  vaffal  to  her  own  rebellious  colonies^  if  they  were  oi|ce 
permitted  to  eilaUUh  dieir  indepe&d^&cci  and  :of  cob&« 
quence  ^ir  power. 

The  whole  weight  of  this  debate  fell  upon  the  nmnften 
tbemielves»or  a  nery  few  ofiicial  men.  The  country  geo« 
tlemen  weye  wmtfually  blank.  They  faw  not  only  an  cud 
to  all  their  hopes^^  of  ol^aining  a  revenue  from  Americat^bol 
found  rthemfehres  involved  to  a  war^  wbichi  ki  point  of 
expenfe  prbpartionable  to  the  foKO  and  lenrice  employedy 
was  infinitely  more  ruinoua  than  aoy  other  that  bad  ever 
been  undertaken  by  the  nation;,  and  this  without  the 
fmalleft  proTpefk  of  its  being  brought  hy  any  means  to  a 
conclufion.  They>  however,  .gave  Uiclr  votes,  fikntlyio' 
deed,  with  the  miniftei;  fir  that  the  ameadmeot  was 
rejeiE^ed  by  a  majority  as  great  ias.ttfi»]»  the  number  bei^ 
243  to  86.  . 

An  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  sddrrfs  was  noleisreiie- 
meetly  debated.  An  ametulment  finnlar  to  that  P*^P^ 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  moved  for  bfih^^^^ 
Chatham.  In  ftating  his  arffuthents  for  the  amendneoti 
he  afferted  fome  fads,  and  foretold  the  fame  con&queo- 
cea  which  had  been  forefeen  in  the  houC:  ol  conuno^ 
He  dedaied,  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  \wuldtaeak  with ' 
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itt(  tha^'he  knew  tbeir  intention  t^  be  hoMe ;  and  that  CHAP* 
the  prefent  was  the  only  time  in  which  the  parliament  or    XVII. 
the  nation  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  treat  with  \.^w> 
AmmcBL^  France  and-  Spain  had  done  a  great  deal}  but      irrr* 
they  had  not  done  all  that  America  defired,  The- Ameri- 
cans were  therefore  in  an  ill  hnmouf  ai  prefent^  and  might 
b^  4(St8iched  60m  their  connections  with  thofe  powers, 
if  ivafcmable  terms  of  accommodation  were  held  out  to 
them  I  but  if  not,  the  opportunity  would  be  loft,  an  op- 
poftttuity  which  he- foretold  we  never  could  regain.   He 
dwelt -alifo  long,  and  with  much  fevere  antmadvetfion,  on  ' 
the  war  and  its  confequencest  as  well  as  the  mode  of  car* 
Tjsng  it.  pn,  by  w.hidi,  he  faid,  all  remains  of  brotheily 
lore  muft  be  extingui{hed  in  the  bofomrof  our  country^  : 
meain  America.  The  tomahawk  smd  fcalping-knife were 
dijgiaceful  weapons  fbf  the  enforcement  of  Brkiih  autho-  - 
rity.  Xbe  calling  on  fiurages,  whofe  way  of  making  war  • 
is  p  BUjurder  wome^  and -children,  gnd  to  bora  their  pri*  * 
fooecs^alive  by.iIow  fires,  and  then  to  eat  tbeir  ^o(h,  was 
a  iicaod^hnis^  proceeding  in  a  Chriftian  and  civiliaed  aa« 
tign.  The  ri^t ^Reverend  Bench  were  called  upon  to  affift 
in  die  Chriftianpurpofci  of  (topping  the  effiifion  of  Chrif-  ^ 
tlan  Proteftant  blood  \  thej  were  reminded  that  their  tern* 
p(Mral  concerns  were  only  a  fecondaryobjcA  of  their  fit* 
ting  there  ^  their  fttft  duty  was,  by  example,  mildnefs, 
andperfaaCon,  to  fof ten  the  public  ddiberations,  parti* 
c^larly.in  cafes  wkich  fo  materially  aflFeded  the  objefl  of 
aU.  religion  as  ^e  morality  of  actions,  and  were  of  fuch 

.  ei^tem  96  that  now  under  confideration.  It  became  a  mere 
jeA.  to  letire  from  the  houfe  when  a  poor  criminal  was  at 
the  bar,  becaufe  they  could  not  bring  themfelves  to  vote 
in  a  cafe  oif  blood, .  and  ?ct  to  advife  the  mod  fanguinary 
meafnxcsy  in  which  the  Uves  of  thoaiands  were  involved. 
.To  all  this  tk<^  miniftry  replied,  That  a  ftate  of  war 
was  as  little  defired  by  them  as  by  the  lords  in  oppofition ; 
but  that  when  they  were  at  war^  they  muft  ufc  the  inftru-  . 

I   meats,  of  war.  Much  dechmation,  they  {iiid,  had  been 

Saicd  forth,  and  much*  artifice  ufed  to  foften  us  into  a  . 
,jfe  tendcmefs,  by  dwelling  on  the  ^ufe  of  the  tomahawk 
;ind  fcalping*knife ;  but  the  mufquet  and  bayonet  we^^ 
f^r  more  terrible  weapons.  If  the  lavages  deftroyed  tstpr^ 
than  they  were  wifhed  to  deftrdy,  and  if  women  an4  cW- 
dren  fell  (contrary  to  the  wiOies  and  endeavoura  o^^hofer 
who  eaq>loyed  the  (avages)  in  the  common  h^yock,  thpy^ 
alone  were  to  be  blame^  who,  by  their  unprQ3(oked  rebel-i 
Uon,  firft  brought  on  the  neceffity  of  arn>SA  ai^id  then,  by  , 
tapipering  with  the  Indians^had  fet  the  ex^^je  fyofjp^  which 
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CH  A  f.  they  fufTered.  One  of  the  miniftefs  conchided  witb  £ijlu  ' 

XVIL    ing,  that  he  thought  the  me^ftire  ^erkStlr  juft  and  We^ 

u  »■»■«■■/ and  that  the  adminiftration  would  be  highly  cenferable, 

■777*     if,  entrufted  as  they  were  with  the  Aippreffion  of  To  ittm 

natural  a  rebeUkm^mey  had  not  ufed  all  the  means  whicll 

God  and  nature  had  put  in  their  hands. 

The  whole  ef  thefe  arguments,  but  particularly  the 
laft  expreffion,  called  forth  the  wradi  of  lord  Chatham, 
who  animadyerted  moft  fererely  on  the  hypodiefis^  diat 
the  indifcTiminatc  flatigfater  of  ni»ir,  wonieii^  an4  chik 
di^n^  and  the  torturing- an^  derouriiig^ef  eaptives^  werei 
the  means  of  war  fumiflted  by  God. and  nature ;  which' 
potions,  he  faid,  ftanding  {o  near  the  Ihroivei  miift  fclU 
lute  the  car  of  majefty. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  impreSion  being  made  by-  Ae 
gppe^Kince  of  an  European  war,  the  firft  lord  of  the  Ai^ 
mfraky  (Lord  Saiid^ch)drew  a  moA  flattening  reprefeit* 
tation  of  the  ftate  of  our  naral  ftrengtb  and  preparation, 
lliat  minifter  is  faid  to  hare  declared^  that  we  had,  at  rim 
inftant,  a  nayal  force  in  readiilcfs  fuperior  to  any  thingtfae 
houfe  of  Poilrboii  copld  oppofe  to  it :  That  we  wete  ft 
forward  in  preparation  as  to  enfinre  to  a  cettainty  a  eoiif ' 
tinuance  of  that  fuperiority  ;  That  he  fiioiald  be  wantxBg 
in  his  duty  if  it  were  othcrwifej  and  that,  happy  -  in  gb 
Ting  the  prefent  information,  he  Mrifte4  it  to  be  Icnowsi 
that  we  had  nothing  to  fear  from  France  and  Spaiii,  but 
fliould  be  at  full  liberty  to  profecute  this  war  tb  a^  faiTj^ 
honourable,  and  happy  iifue*  The  queftioa  bdi^  at 
-fength  put,  the  amendment  was  rcjede^  by  pj  to  ^,  afte 
which  the  addrefs  was  carried  without  a  dm«(m.  A  OtM 
prbteft  1^  entered  by  the  duke  of  Ridimond  and  earl  of 
•ESingham,  contained  in  thefe  words  t-^^  Beqaufe  this 
addrefsf  is  a  repetition  of,  or  rather  an  improrf^tnl  on,  dot 
fiilfome  s^dulation  offered,  and  die  bKnd  etig^gements  en- 
tered into^  on  former  occailon$  by  the  ho^(eJ|  retetiTe  to 
fhii[  unhappy  ^ivil  war/* 

Froih  tnis  time  to  the  recefs,  and  indeed  dt^ring'  the 

uen  Bp  -   P^^^^  P^^  ^f  ^^^  feffion,  the  inquiry  into  the  ftate  of 

•  f  oync*»      public  ^ffeita  became  the  great  ob|e£t  of  oppofltlon  m^^ 

misfortune  boufci,  lu  tJjis,  howcTor,  they  had  Teff -fitter  i^ccfe, 

to"  wSa^^  though  a  continual  wrapgling  waf  l^pt  up  on  the  coniinn* 

wpnt.^  *Dec.  ance  of  the  trcafon  bill,  and  the  probability  of  a  fVeneh 

war,  tiB  the  beginning  of  December,  When  the  attention 

of  the  houfe  vfz^  called  to  tlte  difafteP  of  General  Bor^ 

gOyne  at  Saratoga,  The  lord  ^t  the  head  of  the  Atnertcan 

department^  (lonl  George  Germaine)  was  the  unw^if^ 

mm^PT  of  this4ni^f9itHnein  thf  hpnic  of^commonf.  gin 
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refcitidrt  Wftwtlf  brought  fortli  all  th<-  4fp«ri{jr,'ftil  tfceCH  AP, 
charged  that  ever  had  been,  or  that  could  be  made,  wh€-  XVIL 
lhut:rsflaf?te  to'the.ptitrcipif  or  polrcy  of  the  cotoicft,  the  L/W* 
cotrd'ti A  irf  the  wat,  or  the  gcnctaHttcupadty-ef  th«  minif*  •  ^777«  ♦ 
tet*    Ignorance,  they  faid,  had  -ftamped  every  ftep  taken 
during  the  expedition ;  but  k  was  the  ignorance  of  the  • 
miirifter,  hot  of  the  genera!  v'»  mhiJfter  who  would  ren- 
ture,   fitting  in  his  dofct,  to  dir^d  not  onfy  the  general 
Pt>erat{otlS9  but  dllthepartkttlarTnovenifcnts  of  a  war  car- 
ried on  in  (he  interior  defart8.of  America,  at  a  diftance  of ' 
3tJdo  tnikt,  A  jtin&ion  bctwee^  Howe  and  Burgoyne 
was  the  objeft  or  this  expedition,  a  meafate  which  might 
have  been  accoxnplUhrd*  without  dlfficnity  by  fea  in  lefs-    . 
than  a  month  ^  but  the  ininiibr  chufes  it  ihould  be  dono* 
by  land.  And  wJhat  niea[tis;d<oe&  he  nk  £orthe  accompliih* 
meht  of  IJHS  {mrpofe?  Why,  truljif  faid  they,  as  it  wa#' 
neceflary  for^tfae  aradsd  to  meet,  it  might  have  been  rea* 
fonably  imagined^  thai:  the  ]:iortheripi  army  wo^Id  hs^ve  ad-» 
vanced  fouthward,  oir  theibuthero  tcf  the  northward  i  of 
if  ic  wctfe  inten(kd  that    they  ftiould  meet  ibmewhere ' 
nibout  the  icentre,  that  they  Ihould  both  have  fat  out  abott$ 
die  fam^  time ;  but  the  nbmiftery  defpifing  fuch  fimj^e  and 
nat\ital>mean8  «f  eflefling  a  juniStion,  difpatches  one  army 
ftotn  New-YoA  ftifl  farther  fouth,  and  fends  theother  to 
follow  it  from  Canada  in  the  fame  direftion  j  fo  that,  if 
they  both  continued  their  courfip  tilt  4c>omVday,  it  would 
be  in^poflibie  for  them  to  meet. 

The  minifters  were  now  to^  thoroughly  humUed,  that 
no  inoom  wjad  left  for  the  high  and  lofty  language  which 
the)t  liad  been  fo  long  accuftotoied  to.  fitter  in  that  houfe. 
The  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs  (lord  Korth)  owned  he  waa 
•unformnate,  at  the  fame  time  juftified  his  intentions,  an4 
oiFeted  to  fubmit  his  condu£^  to  di^Judgment  of  the  houfe. ' 
He  obferved,  howeWr,  that  what^vet  5«>uld  be  their  de- 
termination, whetheir  peace  or  war,  th^  fliould  grant  the' 
fUppKe^jjift  now  demanded;  as'ifcvewaceffation  afarms 
were  to  take  pkce^  the  e^p^es  mvdft  jtlU  oohtinue  until 
the  armi^i  were  brought  home  and  difcharged  or  reduced.  . 
totd  George  Germainc  declared  th^t.he  was^ready  to  fub- 
<  itiit  his  judgment  in  planning  the  late*  expedition  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe ;  but  havingufed  fome  cxpreflTions  which' 
'^trc  thought  fp  criminate  the  condu^  of  the  general,  they' 
were  highly  rcfented^  by  the-  oppofite  fide,  and  ptoduccd 
the  molt  violent  cenfures  agalnfl:  httnfelf;. 

In  the  courft  of  bufinefs,  the  enormity  fiif  the  fmm  pro-ordnance 
pqfed  for  the  ordnance  fervice,  ocdafibned  inUch  feriouscxpencct^ 
ftnimadverfion;  The  gppdfiUon  faid,  that  it  jcxcccdcd  the^**^*  ^ 
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ordiaarici  and  cxtnordm^ries  of  thp  jf^r  17591  By  no  iek 
than  14O1O00L  at  a  time  whc?  wc  bad  acp^Qo  moi  in 
arms^and  made  war  in  £uTope»  Afia^  Auica»  the  Weft- 
Indies^  and  North* America.  Yet  in  the  year  for  which 
this  vaft  fum  is  demanded^  vrt  employ  but.  80^00  men^ 
and  theie  engaged  only  in  a  petty  conteft  with  our  own 
people.  To  i£is  the  gentlemen  of  the  board  of  ordnance 
and  the  mini{ler4nade  a  fliort  reply.  After  which  the  re* 
port  of  the  committee  of  fifppJy  was  agreed  to  without  a 
divifion. 

Thus  far  the  m^niftpy;  had  gained  their, p^nt;  but  the. 
great  difficulty  was  how  to  raife  a  fufficientV\unber  of  for- 
goes to  replace  immediately  the  army  lofi.  under. g^eral 
Burgoyne.  To  propofe  this  openly  m  parliamentt.. while 
the  houfe  was  in  fuch  a  temper,  appeared  by.  no  me?n$ 
eligible.  Thau  they  might  therefore  have. an  opportunity, 
of  trying  the  difpofition  of  the  people  at  large,  and  glad., 
at  any  xatz  to  get  clear  of  the  inceifant  clamours  of  oppofi* 
tion,  an  adjournment  was  propofed  from  the  loth  of  De-. 
cember  to  the  20th  of  January.  The  minider  fupportcd! 
this  motion  on  the  following  grounds :  that  ^he  fuppliies  at ; 
prefeot  necefiary  were  voted,  the  ufu^l  bufinefs  before  the 
Cfaxiftmaa  recefs  gone  through,  and  nothing  farther  could 
be  done  until  the  ey^t  of  the  campaign  in  America  flipuM, 
be  kno^n  :  that  if  it  were  even  othcrwife,  the  ho^fe  wa^ 
never  attended  at  that  feafon :  that  no  new  events  wefe.^ 
likely  to  happen  which  couU  render  the  advice  or  affif-, 
tance  of  pftrliament  neceiTary  wiliiip  that  time  :  that  how- 
ever eager  fbme  perfo.ns  were  to  enhance  or  expatiate  upon 
the  Canada  misfortune,  nothing  could  be  done  in  that  ba» 
fme^  until  the  arrival  of  information^  and  of  the  necefiary 
€kK:un[>ents  from  Aqjerica ;  atid  that,  as  a  general  inquiry 
was  appointcd/it  was  equally  fair  and  necefiary  (o  allow 
the  fervants  of  the  crown,  time  for  preparation.  This  mea» ' 
fure^  was^eprobated  by  oppofitlon  with  all  the  powers  which 
language  can  afford  j  bjiU>  notwithft^nding  their  utmoft 
efforts,  the  adjournnieiit^  M^as.'carried  by  1^5  to  ($8. 
.  In  the  houie  of  lords,  i^ifairs  bad. been  cpndudled  in  a 
manner  pretty  fimilar  to  that  already  mentioned  in  the 
hpufe  of  commons.  The  miniftry  in  both  houfes  had  been 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  an  enc^uiry  into  the  (late  of  the  na- 
tion, to  commence  the  2d  of  February.  A  motion  was. 
made  by  the  earl  of  Chath.^jn,  for  copies  of  all  the  orders 
and  inftru£l:ions  of  general  $urgovnc,  relative  to  the  nor^ 
thern  expedition,'to  be  laid  before  the  houfe.  In  his  fpecch, 
he  ccnfured  without  referve  fome  parts  of  that  from  the 
throge^and^at  Uft  collefted  Jijl  his  powers  of  ejoqucnc?  t^ 


cnifitre  andrcoBdemnthe  mfiiifters.and  dieir  coiidnd.CH  AP« 
Among  o&dr  tan&s  to  which  he  attributed  the  usha^pf  XVII. 
fchange'Widclrhad'Ulteii  place  in  public afiairs, he patticu-  ^^  '*•*.  ' 
larlj  repcob&ted^  In  terms  of  tue  gteateft  bitternefi,  a  ^777* 
court^iyftem,  "which,  he  faid,  had  been  introduced,  and 
pdrfeverM  in  for  the  la(t  fifteen  years,  toofening  and  break-* 
mg  all -coif  ne£Hon^  deftiroying  all  faith  and  confidence;  and 
extingliiihing  all  principle  in  dlfierenc  orders  of  the  com*^ 
inuQity.  A  few  mctti  he  £iid,  had  got  an  aicendency, 
Where  no  m«i  flioutd  have  a  perfbnal  tendency.  By  ha^ 
Vittg  the  execatiiFe  powers  of  the  ftate  at  then:  command^ 
they  had  been  f  umiihed  with  the  means  of  creating  divi-^  . 
fions,  arnd  familiarizing  treachery.  Thus  were  obfcure  and 
un1pu>wn  men^  men  totally  unacquainted  with  bufitiefs^ 
pHablc^  not  capable  men,  and  the  dregs  or  renegadoes  oC 
parties^  brought  into  the  higheft  and  moft  rcfponfible  fta- 
tiona ;  and  by  fuch  nien  was  thisoitce  glorious  empire  re- 
duced to  its  prefent  ftate  of  danger  and  difgrace.  The 
fpirit  of  delufibn,  he  faid,  had  gonei^orth.  The  miniftera 
had  impofed  upon  the  people.  Parliament  had  been  indu- 
ced to  fanflify  the  xmpofition.  Fatfe  lights  had  been  held 
out  to  the  country  gendeiti^ ;  they  had  been  feduced 
into  the  fuppbrt  of  a  moft  deftruftive  war,  under  the  im- 
preffion  that  the  land«>tax  would  have  been  diminifiied  by 
the  means  of  an  American  revenue.  But  the  vifionary 
phantom,  thus  conjured  up  for  the  bafeft  of  all  purpofes, 
that  of  deoeption,  was  now  about  to  vanifli. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minifters,  though  fomewhat  dif- 
fconcerted,  naaintained  their  ground  with  great  refolution. 
They  knew  nothing  of  the  private  bfluence  that  had  been 
talked  of.  It  was  a  topic  taken  up  or  laid  down  by  men 
as  it  fttited  their  views.  They  had  never  impofed  on  the 
people,  or  on  parliament ;  but  communicated  fuch  infor- 
mation as  was  true,  provided  it  was  fafe.  They  never  had 
.  laid  any  thing  &lfe  before  them.  But  let  the  event  be  what 
it  would,  they  never  would  repent  the  vigorous  fteps  they 
had  taken  for  afierting  the  rights  of  parliament  and  the 
dignity  of  their  country. — ^Tne  tnotion  was  rejefkcd  by 
.  40  to  19.  '  * 

Immediately  after  this  reje£lion,  lord  Chatham  moved 
for  an  addreis,  to  lay  before  them  copies  of  all  the  orders^ 
AT  treaties  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  favagcs  in 
North  America,  with  a  copy^  oJ  the  inftru£lions  given  by 
general  Burgoyne  to  colonel  St.Leger.  The  miniftry  could 
'w>t  conceal  their  indignation  at  being  fo  frequently  attack-^ 
onAe  head  df  c^iploy  ing  the  favages ;  and  ,therefore,  befides 
jhcir  ufual  defences  of  v/ifdom,  juftice,  and  mfrcy  in  em- 
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^BH  A  )Pfc  ^Ibymg  the  moft  crud  iriifcrcants  on  earthy  tlicf  now  te^* 
JSyIL    toned  on  their  acctifer,  affirmingf  that  t&e  eaiijeif  Chatham 

t/^X/  himfelf  had  fet  them  the  example.  Asthis'WoUemanhdd 
'  777*  aflerted,  that  when  he  was  minifter,  he  h^d  alwat]rs.deefi&^ 
ed  to  make  ufe  of  ftich  an  odious  lAftraniont  e?e&  in  a  fb^ 
reign  war,  the  aflertion  was  flatly  contradi£bed  fay  Ac 
king'ts  fervants,  who  faid  they  were  able  to  lay  before  the 
honfe  a  proof  from  th^  records  of  officei  of  hi»  having; 
given  orders  to  treat  with  the  fa^ages  for  tfaeif  a(Ixftancr« 
Appeals  were  then  made  to  the  no^  Ibrd  who  com- 
manded in  America,  and  had  taken  his  inftntdions  fnntr 
Mr.  Pitt,  at  that  time  fecrctary  of  ftate,  irhether  hi  had 
not  fuch  in  his  army,  and  whether  he  was  not  autiM>fifcid 
to  ufe  them.  As  this  could  not  be  denied,  the  tninority 
found  themfelves  at  a  tofs,  and  were  obliged  to  enter  into 
diftin Aions  between  a  foreign  and  domeftic  war  $  and  that 
the  behaviour  of  the  French,  who  had  firft  ehiptoyed  them,' 
juftified  a  retaliation.  The  debate  was  carridd^on  wiA 
great  acrimonyi  and  appearance  of  fierfonal  animofity  |  a^ 
ter  which,  the  motion  was  at  hft  rejedled  fojr  a  majority 

Dee.  II.  of  two  to  one. — ^The  motion  for  adjoixrtinfent  was  like- 
wife  violently  debated,  but  at  iaft  carnedty a mn^othy of 
47  to  17. 

During  this  early  and  long  recefs,  the  mhiiften  lisd  ijtai 
to  confult  on  the  ftate  of  t^eir  affairs,  and  td  phmfbdi  mea^ 
fures  as  to  them  might  appear  mcvft  ^rdpet  fot  recrieviiig 
the  misfortunes  that  had  happened.  The  lofs  of  the  noi- 
therh  army  Teemed  a  fatal  check  to  that  fsriro'iirite  fyftem 
of  conqueft  and  unconditional  fubmiffibn  wl^chli^d  been 
fo  long  and  ftcadily  perfevercd  in  by  the  court.  The  fac- 
cefTe^  in  Pennfylvania  had  by  no  meaits  anfw^red  the 
hopes  that  had  been  formed  on  that  eitpaditlbn ;  ndr  did 
the  prefent  ftate  of  afl^irs in  tha't  country indicstteany fdch 
future  advantage  as  might  counterbalance  the  lorfs  in  die 
6iher.  The  refourcesin  Germany  were  nearly  exhauffed- 
Men  Were  procured  with  difficulty,  and  the  meafiiire  itfetf 
Icemcd  to  be  extremely  diHigreeable  to  the  Oerman  pow- 
ers. The  king  of  Pruffia  refufcd  a  pafl&ge,  through  ^  flcit 
of  his  dominions,  to  a  part  of  the  German  troops  already 
In  the  Britifli  fervice  ;  and  though  this  difficutty  was  oVcr- 
*€ome  by  a  long  and  circuitous  march,  and  inticKlofs  df 
tinie,  it  becaine  evident,  from  that  and  bthcnr  circtift- 
Aahces,  that  the  utmoft  which  could  be  expected  froift 
<Germatiy  in  time  to  come,  wofild  be  to  fecrtnt  Hat  Ger* 
^nan  forces  ahready  in  America. 

Befides  thefe  difagreeable  appearances  in  thfc  weft,  the 
atpedk  cf  affairs  in  Europe  became  every  day  moit  loiin^ 
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dnd  dangerous ;  and  the  condnd  of  the  houfe  of  Boar-  CH  AP« 
bori,    in  particular!  became  daily  more  and  more  un-    XVII. 
cquivocsil.    In  the  face,  however,  of  all  thefe  dangers,  v-^^v^^-'  - 
difficulties,  and  lofles,  the  idea  of  compelKng  the  Ameri-      '^^'^ 
qans  by  force  of  arms  to  return  to- their  duty  was  fo 
ilrongly  fupported,  and  fo  firmly  adhered  to,  that  itfeems 
to  have  been  dill  determined,  in  fpite  of  lofs  and  misfor- 
tune, 16  pcrfevere  in  it  to  the  laft  j  and  even,  though  it 
fliould  be  thoxight  expedient  to  offer  terms  of  peace,  on 
which  there  feemed  to  be  fome  difference  among  minif- 
fcrs,  yet  all  agreed,  that  whatever  terms  might  be  held 
out  with  the  one  hand,  fhould  be  enforced  with  the  fword 
in  the  other. 

But  though  it  was  evident,  that  a  confiderable  body  of 
fiew  forces  wouH  by  this  policy  be  required,  the  means  of 
accdmplifhing  that  purpofe  Avere  by  no  means  fo  plain » 

•  An  experiment,  however,  w;a8  determined  to  be  made 
on  the  zeal  of  thofe  perfons  and  parties,  who  had  all 

•^sllong  ihown  the  greateft  eagernefi  in  the  profecution  of 
the  Amcican  war  j  an  experiment  which  would  afford 
them  alfo  ^n  opportunity  of  teftifying  their  particular  at- 
taAment  and  loyalty  to  the  crown, -beyond  the  meafure  of 
parliamentary  fupply.  By  this  means,  it  was  hoped,  that 

ifuch  a  body  of  troops  niiight  be  railed,  without  any  previ- 
ous application  to  parliament,  and  with  fuch  flattering 
appearance  of  faving  expenfe  in  the  firft  ihftahce  to  the 
public,  as  would  anfwer  the  defired  purpofe.  As  this  ex- 
periment, however,  had  an  unconftitutional  appearance, 
and  would  have  met  with  die  whole  weight  of  oppofition 
had  it  been  mad^  while  the  parliament  was  afibually  fitting, 
it  was  thought  proper  by  the  minifter  to  m^ke  it  only  dur- 
ing the  recefs,  which  being  lengthened  for  the  purpofe, 
might  probably  afford  time  ehouch  for  the  accomplilh- 
incnt  of  all  that  was  defired,,  after  which  the  efforts  of  op- 
pofition  would  prove  of  Httle  confequence. 

This  minifterial  experiment  was  confiderably  forward- 
ed by  "the  general  confternation  Into  which  the  nation  was  Rcgimcnti 
thrown,  and  which  indeed  was  much  greater  than  the  raifed  by 
misfortune  blight  1:0  havfe  produced.    The  afiair  was,  be^  fubitri*'^ 
fides,  confidered  as  a  national  difgrace,  and  every  one  was  tion!"^ 
forward  to  retrieve  it.  From  thefe  motives,  therefore,  mod 
probably,  father  than  any  attacTiment' to  miniftrv,  fonie 
people  of  rank  and  influence  engaged  to  promote  it  to  the 
utmoft  of  thfeir  power,  in  fuch  places  as  they  had  the 
greateft  influence.  *The  towns  of  Mahchefter  and  Liver- 
I^ool  took  the  lead  ih  the  bufinefs,  in  which  they  engaged 
with  the  utmotl  'ardour,  and  iriftantly  offered  to  raifc  each 
Vol:V.  D  3  " 
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CH  AP.  2tn  army  of  looo  men.  In  othct  places  public  meetitigs 
XVII.   ti^crc  called,  and  every  encouragement  given  to  go  on  with 

^"  -v^  ''  this  minifterial  fchcme ;  and  rcfolutions  were  propofed 
^777-      for  the  general  levying  of  men  for  his  Majcfty*s  fcfvice. 

Had  it  been  poffible  to  procure  the  countenance  of  the 
eity  of  London  on  this  occafioni  it  would  have  been  of  the 
utmoft  im  portance,  not  only  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  city  itfelfi  but  the  example  it  Would  have  fet  to  others, 
mA  the  fandion  it  would  have  afforded  to  mintftetial  mea- 
fures,  both  fuch  as  wet<;  already  paft,  and  thofe  which 
were  likely  to  be  adopted.  This  idea  was  cveti  entertained 
by  minifters,  notwithftanding  the  almoft  continual  coutfe 
of  altercation  which  had  for  fo  long  fubfifted  betweeh' 

«  them  and  that  city.  Several  of  the  popular  leaders  in  it 

had,  from  various  caufes,  loft  much  of  their  former  weight 
and  influence.  Patronage  and  influence  had  alfo  (hifted 
much  in  the  city  fince  the  commencement  of  the  troubles. 
The  great  commercial  orders  for  the  foreign  markets, 
which  ufed  to  render  the  inferior  citizens  In  a  great  mea- 
Aire  dependent  on  the  capital  wholefale  dealers,  and  lofig 
eftabliflied  mercantile  houfes,  were  either  now  no  more, 
or  they  were  come  into  the  pofleflSon  of  the  contra&ots 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  or  centered  in  the  monopoly  lately 
fet  up  undeY  colour  of  licenfes.  Thas,  all  bufinefs  bein^ 
in  the  hands  of  people  neceffarily  devoted  to  goveWiment, 
the  eledions  went  of  conrfe  that  way ;  and  though  the 
acclamations  of  the  eleftors  at  all  times,  and  the  (hew  of 
hands,  generally  announced  a  gteat  majority  in  favour  of 
the  popular  candidates,  yet  when  it  came  to  that  feiious 
point  where  th^'ele£tor*8  vote  was  to  be  recorded,  and  to 
rife  in  judment  againft  him,  if  it  went  contrary  to  the  will 
of  his  employer,  it  was  not  fo  much  to  be  depended  upon 
as  in  former  times,  when  the  employment  of  tradefmen 
was  more  at  large. 

The  more  to  confirm  and  fecure  their  poMrer,  a  nume^- 
rous  focicty  was  formed,  under  the  influence  of  the  court 
party,  by  themfelves  called  7ie  AJfociatei  LiviTyy  but  by 
others.  The  White  Hart  AJfociatiott^  from  the  tavern  where 
the  principal  leaders  held  their  great  meetings,  and  which 
was  generally  confidered  as  the  head  quarters  of  the  party, 
lliis  fociety  foon  became  ottremely  powerful,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  daily  reproaches  of  the  other  membets  of  the 
livery,  who  ftigmatifed  ihofe  deferters  as  betrayers  of  the 
rights  of  the  city^  and  of  that  independency  which  they 
had  fworn  to  maintain  to  the  utmofl.  For  fome '  time, 
therefore,  they  had  taken  an  avowed  and  a^ve  part  in 
the  city  eicdions.  For,  by  advertiflng  in  the  public  papers 
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thofe  -can4idate6  whom  (hey  deterinioed  tp  fupport*  fp^b  CHAP* 
notices  became  mandates  in  efFe^  to  that  great  part  of  the;    XVII. 
livery  who  were  in  fom«  degree  within  the  r^ach  or  in-  u-"»— -^ 
^ucnce  of  their  leadersior  who^  from  moderation  of  tern-     i773* 

?er,  prudence,  or  timidity,  did  Bot  cboofc  to  cxpofe  them- 
elve»  tp  the  enmity  of  fo  pumerous  and  powerful  a  party : 
and  fiKh  9  compa^  collective  body  a<3ing  und^r  orders 
in  ftri^  union  and  concert,  and  enabled  to  bear  any  e;^- 
penfe  by  a  large  common  ftock-purfe,  proved  more  than 
a  balance  to  the  popular  focietie$»  which,  from  their  difu* 
nion  ^tid  other  caufQ9»  daily  wafted  away,  and  at  length 
fecm  tp  have  quite  expired*  The  chief  magidrate  of  th^ 
€itf  alio  belonged  to  this  fociety,  and  wa$  clofely  connec-r 
ted  in  dealing  with  Government. — Notwithftanding  tbefc 
favourable  circumftances,  however,  the  miniftry  foun4 
them(elves  at  laft  difappointed.  At  a  public  meeting  caU 
led  for  the  purpofe,  thejr  were  deferted  by  molt  of  thofc 
nfhp.hiui  hitherto  implicitly  obeyed  th^ir  m^dates  with 
regard  to  city  eleClions :  and  fuc^i  wa$  the  uopcomifing 
appe^ranee  in  general,  that  the  leaders  did  not  think  pro* 
per  to  propofe  the  queftion  at  all ;  fothat  the  aflembly 
broke  np  without  entering  upon  any  bufinefi?  whatever. 

This  difappointmcBt  did  not  damp  the  fpirit  of  the  lord 
Mayor,  and  others  of  the  court  party,  who  exerted  them? 
ielve^  to  the  utmod^  in  order  to  f4vour  tl^  wiflies  Qf  mi^ 
mttry.  They  were  at  laft,  however,  finally  defeated,  and  Jan.  i6. 
the  motion  thrown  out  in  a  common  CQuncil  called  oa  the 
pccafion.  The  difappointed  party  faid,  that  the  defieiency 
of  loyaUy  in  the  corporation  fhould  not  damp  its  fpirit  in 
individuals ;  and  that  at  a  time  when  fubfcriptions  were 
publicly  opened  and  quickly  filled  for  American  rebels. 
It  was  purely  the  leaft  that  could  be  done  bv  the  well-afi- 
feftedf  »nd  friends  to  royalty,  to  fubfcribe  hberaUy  to  the 
fiipport  of  the  King  and  governments    A  fiiblcription 
was  accordingly  opened,  and  a  committee  ^pointed  at 
the  London  tavern  to  condu£b  the  bufinefs,  where  twco* 
tjT  thoufand  pounds  were  foon  fubfcribed.    The  adver- 
tifements  ifiued  on  this  oceaGon  beeame  the  fubje^ls  of 
much  difeuflioa,  both  within  and  without  the  parliament* 
houfe.    One,  which  gave  particular  ofieuce,  was  worxle4 
in  the  following  manner: — «  At  a  meeting  of  (everal 
perchants  and  others,  friends  to  their  king  and  country, 
in  prder  to  fupport  the  conftitjutional  authority  of  Great- 
Britain  over  her  rebellipus  colonies  in  America,  it  was 
unaoimoufiy  refolved  and  agreed,  that  a  voluntary  fub« 
f^ription  be  opened  fpr  the  above  purpofe;  and  that  the 
n>99ey  arifipj;  therefrpo|i  be  applied^  under  the  dire^ion 
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CHAP,  of  a  committee  of  the  fubfcribcrs,  in  raifing  men  for  his 
XVII.    niajeft)r*s  fervice  in  fuch  a  manner  as  his  majefty  in  his 
^■ya-<  wifdom  (hall  think  fit." 

^77^'  A  fimilar  attempt  was  made  in  Briftol,  which  in  like 
manner  failed  with  regard  to  the  corporation  ;  but  a  large 
fubfcription,  rivalling  that  of  London,  foon  made  its  ap- 
pearance. Neither  of  thefe,  however,  were  produSive  of 
any  conliderable  effeft.  Nor  did  the  fchcme  meet  with 
greater  encouragement  in  many  of  the  flnglifti  counties ; 
though  in  Scotland  it  was  adopted  with  great  avidity. 
The  cities  of  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  fubfcribed  liberally; 
raifed  a  regiment  of  looo  men  each  ;  and  like  Manchef- 
ter  and  Liverpool,  were  indulged  with  the  nomination  q( 
officers.  Confiderable  numbers  of  troops  were  alfo  raifed 
by  individuals,  and  aboi^t  a  regiment  raifed  in  Wales  *,  but 
the  battalions,  excepting  thofe  of  Manchefter  and  Livcrr 
pool,  were  all  formed  in  Scotland* 

The  miniflierial  fchcme  of  raifing  forces  in  this  maii- 
■  ner,  having  fucceeded  fo  happily,  afforded  no  inconfidcra- 
ble  argument  of  the  general  approbation  of  their  meafurcs; 
and  they  were  now  enabled,  not  only  to  meet  Parliament, 
^fter  the  recefs,  with  confidence,  but  alfo  to  brave  all  in- 
quiries which  might  be  made  into  their. pad  conduf)^,  as  well 
as  into  the  ftatc  and  condition  of  the  nation.  They  were 
ftiil,  howcyer,  far  from  being  at  eafc.  Majorities  and  afls 
of  parliament  were  incapable  of  either  reclaiming  the 
revolted  colonies,  or  of  preveijting  the  defigns  of  foreign 
enemies.  It  afterwards  appearea,  that  they  ha^  been 
jpoffefied  of  information  from  the  Britift  mihifter  at  Pa- 
ris, not  only  of  a  negociajtion  for  th,e  coinmercial  treaty 
with  the  Americans,  but  of  another,  by  which  their  in- 
dependency was  fully  acknowledged,  and  which  aiftcT- 
wafds  occafioned  a  war  with  that  power.  But  this  infor- 
xnationwas  as  yet  carefully  concealed,  and  denied  even  tilj 
the  very  day  that  the  French  minifter  at  London  formally 
notified  it  to  the  king. 
DebatM  on  '^^^  ^^^  bwfincfs  entered  into  by  oppofition  was  aflin- 
yhc  new  ic-  quiry  into  the  meafure  of  raifing  the  new  levies.  An  ad- 
yics,  Jan.  drefs  was  moved  for,  ^*  That  an  account  of  the  number  of 
?^*  -^  troops  ordered  to  be  raifed^  during  the  late  adjournment, 
with  a  fpecification  of  the  different  corps,  the  names  of 
the  officers  appointed  to  command' them,  and  likcwifcot 
all  the  officers  appointed  to  ferve  in  each  rank  in  the  dif- 
ferent corps,  with  the  time  of  their  fbrmer  fervice  and 
rank  in  the  army,  fliould  be  laid  before  them."  This  be- 
ing readily  agreed  to,  the  minifter  took  the  opportunity  of 
gpngratulating  himfelf  on  what  had  happened.    A  fubr 
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fcriptioh,  he  faid,  had  lately  been  fdton  foot  in  feveral CHAP. 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  not  only  gave  the  moft  va-    XVIL 
lid  indications  of  patriotic  zeal,  but  afforded  the  moft  ^—    v-  -^ 
flattering  teftimony  of  the  public  fatisfaftion  in  the  con-       *778. 
du£):  of  ad'miniftration. 

This  felf*approbation  did  not  at  all  conciliate  the 
members  in  oppofition.  They  charged  the  meafure  with 
being  unconllitutional,  illegal,  extravagant,  and  danger- 
ous. They  aflced,  Why  parliament  was  not  informed  of 
the  defign  ?  Why  fo  long  a  recefs.  was  made  at  the  time 
that  fo  important  and  dangerous  a  meafure  as  the  raifing 
an  army  within  (he  kingdom  was  in  contemplation  ?  If 
the  raifing  of  one  regiment  in  fo  unconftitutional  a  man- 
ner was  to  be  maintained  or  juftified,  the  fame  arguments 
would  reach  to  20,  50,  or  any  given  number ;  and  if 
this  doftrine  was  admitted,  what  protection  could  ths 
laws  or  conflitution  give  againfl  arbitrary  power  ? 

The  minifter  defended  the  meafure  on  the  ground  of 
TiecefEty,  and  maintained,  that  it  was  in  itfclf  perfeftly  in- 
nocent both  with  refpeft  to  the  conflitution  and  the  law. 
The  necefGty,  he  prefumed,  was  obvious ;  and,  with  re- 
gard to  his  not  advifing  parliament  of  the  meafure,  he  ob- 
fcrved,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  adminiflration,  be- 
fore the  recefs,  to  bring  the  matter  as  a  meafure  before 
parliament ;  bccaufe,  in  fa£l,  excepting  in  very  few  in-^ 
fUnces,  they  were  totally  ignorant  of  what  afterwards 
happened.  And,  as  to  the  charges  thrown  out  with  fo 
much  acrimony^  of  illegality,  breach  of  conflitution,  and 
contempt  of  parliament,  he  denied  that  they  were  in  any 
degree  founded.  The  legality,  he  faid,  was  founded  in  pre- 
cedent drawn  from  the  time  of  the  rebellion  in  1745,  and 
•the  beginning  of  the  late  war.  In  the  former,  feveral  of 
the  nobility  and  gentry  raifed  regiments  at  thtiv  own  exc- 
pcnfe ;  and  fubfcriptions  were  not  only  opened  and  re- 
'teivCd,  but  perfons  went  about  from  houfe  to  houfe,  to 
coUeft  money  for  the  common  defence.  In  the  latter  in- 
ftance,  ten  new  regiments  had  been  raifed  by  the  crown ; 
and  the  city  of  London  had  fubfcribed  a  large  fum  of 
money  (which  example  was  followed  by  other  corpora- 
tions and  public  bodies)  for  the  raifing  of  men  for  the  • 
public  fervice.  The  firfl  of  thefe  meafures,  they  faid, 
having  been  cavilled  at  by  the  difafFcSed  of  that  time, 
as  well  as  by  fome  others,  the  late  lord  Chancellor  Hardn 
wicke,  whofe  principles  with  refpeft  to  the  conflitution, 
and  to  the  rights  and  fecuritj^  of  the  fubjeft,  can  admit 
of  no  doubt,  publicly  undertook  its  fupport  and  defence  ; 
and,  while  he  aflcrtcd  its  propriety  and  legality,  rcpre- 


,9*  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

.G  H  A  P.  liendedy  in  very  fevere  te rmi,  the  cenfure  thrown  upon  it. 
XVn.   With  refpeft  to  the  fecond)  fo  far  from  its  being  objeAed 

i— ■'^-^■^  to^  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt  wrote  a  very  florid  letter  to  the 
-I778*     corporation^  fullof  acknowkdgments,  in  the  king'g  nam^, 
for  their  zeal  and  immediate  fervicCji  as  well  as  the  lauda* 
hie  example  they  had  fct  to  others. 

To  this»  a  long  and  fpirited  reply  was  made  by  the  mem- 
bers in  oppofition,  in  which  they  ftrenuouily  contended^ 
that  thofe  precedents  which  had  been  quoted,  did  not  m 
any  decree  come  up  to  the  queftion^  or  anywife  juftUfy 
the  prefent  meafure.  The  queftion,  however,  being  at  la^ 
put^  whether  286,6021.  14s*  6d.  fliould  be  granted  for 
cloathing  the  new  troops,  it  was  carried,  upon  a  divifions 
by  223  to  130.  ^ 

As  the  time  of  inquiring  into  the  date  of  the  nation  ' 
approached,  feveral  motions  were  made  by  the  leaders  of 
oppolition,  for  the  various  fpecies  of  information  which 

Deiiatet  o^thoy  deemed  neceflary  for  elucidating  the  different  fub- 

Ihc  ^^OT  J^^*  propofed  as  objcfts  of  difcuffion,  and  the  fupport  of 
'  thofc  points  they  wiCbed  to  eftablifli.  In  fome  inftancesy 
thefe  motions  were  complied  with,  in  others  reje^ed. 
The  general  reafon  given  by  miniilers  for  their  refu(ai 
was  the  impropriciy  of  difclofing  ftate  fecrets,  which 
never  failed  to  be  given  when  they  either  would  noti  <nr 
could  not  produce  what  was  defired.  They  alfo  faid,  chat 
when  gentlemen  moved  for  papers,  they  frequently  did 
not  fee  or  confider  the  extent  to  which  their  motions 
went.  Contrads  for  clothing,  viflualUng,  and  fupplying 
the  troops  with  rum,  porter,  and  the  various  other  articles 
neceffary  for  the.  fervice,  together  with  the  treafury 
minutes,  relative  to  all  fuch  contrails  for  four  entire 
years,  hs^d  been  demanded.  Thefe  were  fo  exceedingly 
voluminous,  that  it  required  more  time  than  the  miniftcrs 
themfelves  could  have  apprehended  to  obey  the  order 
of  parliament.  It  might  tiappen,  too,  in  fome  cafes> 
that  the  accounts  had  not  been  received  i  in  others,  per- 
haps, the  original  motions  had  not  been  dire^ed  to  the 
proper  offices  i  but  thefe  matters  lay  not  wich  them.  Th^ 
former  complaints  of  oppofition,  however,  dill  continued  ; 
por  was  it  ever  owned  that  the  caufe  was  entirely  re- 
moved. Some  accounts,  they  faid,  were  deficient,  others 
imperfect,  and  fome  totally  omitted.  Refponfibility  was 
flufted  one  moment,  and  official  knowledge  the  next* 
Thofe,  who,  under  the  immediate  authority  of  parliament^ 
endeavoured  to  procure  information  for  its  guidance  in 
matters  of  the  greatefl:  national  importance,  wer<e  wearied 
and  baffled  by  chicane  or  evalion.  It  was  not  fbis,  w  i% 
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wa5  ndt  that  peribn^s  bufindi  to  g!vc  information,  or  the  CHAP. 
Iiapers  did  not  belong  to  thts  or  that  office,  was  all  the   XVIL  . 
fatisfa£):ion  they  ever  received;  ahd  thus  they  were  left  v^^'-v^ 
to  grope  their  way  through  a  dhaoe  of  uncertaiaty  and    J77S. 
error.  *^    ** 

Under  all  thefe  difadvantages,  the  inquiry  was  begun  by 
Mr.  Fox,  February  a,  1778.  He  would  ftate,  he  did,  cer- 
tain incontrovertible  faas  from  the  papers  before  diem, 
^nddraw  the  fair  if  notinevitableconcluiions  arifing  from 
ihofe  fa£td.  Thus,  with  refpe£l  to  the  army,  he  would 
ll2kte,|  that  in  the  four  years,  commencing  with  1774,  and 
ending  with  1777,  an  army,  confiding  in  each  year  of  x 
certain  numb^  of  thoufands  of  men  had  been  employed 
in  America ;  and  that  certain  military  operations  had  been 

Eerforined  by  that  army :  he  would  (hew  that  army  to  have 
een  much  ftronger  and  more  numerous  within  that  pe- 
riod, and  the  enemy  to  have  been  much  weaker  and  more 
incapable  of  war  tlian  both  were  at  thi^  time  :  he  Ihould, 
in  the  next  place,  ihew  the  impoITibility  of  encreafing  that 
army^  the  nopeleflhefs  of  fuccefs  witn  an  inferior  torce, 
after  the  repeated  and  continued  failure  with  one  much 
greater :  and,  laftly,  he  would  (hew  the  enormous  expenfe 
which  had  been  already  incurred,  its  rapid  increafe,  and 
.the  inability  of  the  nation  to  fuppoft  it.  All  thefe  toques 
he  ex]patiated  upon  at  great  length,  and  much  ftrength  of 
argument ;  concludii^  his  fpeech  with  moving,  as  a  refo- 
ludon  of  the  committee  into  which  the  houfe  then  were, 
<<  that  an  addrefs  ihould  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  that 
no  part  of  the  old  eftablifhed  force  of  thefe  kingdoms,  or 
ia  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca^  fhould  be  fent 
to  America. 

.  To  this  fpeech,  it  was  much  doubted  if  the  miniftry 
could  make  any  fatisfaftory  reply ;  for  which  rcafon,  moft 
^obably,  it  was  not  attempted.  The.  queftion  was  called 
for,  and  the  motion  rejected  by  259  to  165. 

A  few  days  after  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke  for 
an  addrefs  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  copies  of  all  papers  that 
had  pafled  bet  ween  any  of  his  majefty's  minifters  and  the 
^nerals  of  liis  armies  in  America,  or  any  perfons  ading 
^r  government  in  Indian  aflairs,  relative  to  the  military  Mr.Barke** 
cmjJoyment  of  the  Indians  in  America,  from  the  i  ft  of  ^notion  a- 
March,  1774,  to  the  i ft  of  January,  1778.  This  motion  IJ^**?^*'!^^ 
^as  fupportcd  by  a  fpeech  of  near  three  hours  in  length ;  indLnf, 
by  many  thought  to  be  the  beft  ever  delivered  by  this  cele-  Feb.  i6, 
brated  oratoi'.    After  a  warm  debate,  however,  of  feven 
J^ourSiMr.  Burke^S  motion  was  rcje£l;cd  by  223  to  137.. 
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CHAP.  Several  others,  which  he  afterwards  introduced,  were  all 
'  XYIL  in  like  manner  negatived  one  after  another. 
V*  V  "^  The  bad  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  attended  hiihfelf 
1778.  jud  his  aflbciates  did  not  yet  difcouragc  Mr.  Fox  frona 
on'^thc°ftatc  ro^i^i'^'g  ^^  attempt  to  (hew  the  pernicious  nature  of  the 
of  the  na-  War  from  the  number  of  men  already  loft.  For  this  pur- 
yon»  pofe,  having  eftabliflied,  from  the  documents  before  them, 

and  which  were  indeed  extremely  defeftivc,  the  exa££ 
]!iumberof  effedlive  men  in  America  in  the  year  1774, 
and  which  he  determined  to  be  6864,  he  added  to  that 
number  the  reinforcement,  and  recruits,  whether  native 
Or  foreign,  which  had  been  fe.nt  from  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, or  Germany,  during  the  intermediate  time ;  and  thefe 
aggregates  being  caft  into  one  round  fum,  and  compared 
with  the  number  of  cfFc£live  men  which  from  thie  laft  re- 
turns appeared  to  be  left  on  that  continent,  the  difference 
amounted  to  about  20,000 ;  and  this  he  ftated  to  be  the 
exa£t  lofs  of  men  fuftained  in  the  war  to  the  latefl:  date, 
whether  by  defertion,  flain  in  battle,  dead  from  dif- 
cafe,  or  othcrwife  incapacitated  from  fervice.  Adding  to 
this  lofs  of  men,  that  of  twenty-five  millions  of  treafure, 
he  appealed  to  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  confider- 
ing  that  we  had  hitherto  gained  nothing  by  this  fatal  con- 
teft,  and  that,  inftcad  of  the  undifciplined  rabble  we  had 
£rft  to  contend  with,  a  numerous,  powerful,  and  well-<lif« 
ciplincd  ^rmy  had  now  made  its  appearance,  whether  or 
not  it  was  then  time  to  refleft,  in  the  moft  ferious  man- 
ner, on  the  very  critical  and  alarming  fituation  of  public 
affairs  :  to  confider  whether  our  refources  of  men  and  mo- 
ney were  equal  to  the  difficult  and  hazardous  talk  of  coa^- 
queft  ;  or,  if  that  fhould  appear,  on  due  examination,  to 
be  totally  impracticable,  whether  parliament  ought  not 
immediately  to  devife  fome  method  of  putting  an  imme- 
diate end  to  it.  At  the  fame  time,  he  put  them  in  mind, 
that  the  vaft  quantity  of  blood  and  treafure  thrown  away 
had  not  only  forwarded  us  nothing,  but  rendered  the  defi- 
rable  work  of  reconciliation  much  more  difficult  than  be- 
fore, and,  confequently,  our  fituation  as  a  nation  much 
worie  than  if  a  (word  had  never  been  drawn,  nor  a  (hil- 
ing  expended. 

The  caufe  was  inftantly  taken  up  by  the  fccretary  at 
war,  who  infifted,  that  our  lofs  by  the  returns  of  thofe 
killed  in  battle,  amounted,  in  the  whole  three  years  war, 
to  no  more  than  1 20©  men  j  of  confequehce,  that  Mr. 
Fox's  ftatemcnt  was  very  erroneous ;  and,  ftould  this 
erroneous  ftatement  go  out  into  the  world,  uhder  the  fanc- 
tion  of  parliament,  it  would  not  oiilf  eftablifll  falfe,  but 
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tefy  pehiidbos  ideas,  with  refpeA  to  the  ftate,  hatttre, CHAP> 
condud,  and  confequence$  of  the  war.  The  minifter  in-    XV  li. 
fiited  on  the  impropriety  of  expofing  to  our  enemies  the  cri-  <—   y  ^ 
ttcal  date  of  the  natiop  \  but,  at  any  rate^  he  neTer  could     >77S. 
agree  to  any  motion  on  the  fttbje£t,  while  fuch  a  pro- 
digious difference  of  calculation  remained  betwixt  the 
fecretary  of  war  and  his  antagonift. 

The  oppofite  party  were  not  long  in  bringing  argu- 
ments to  fupport  their  calculation.  It  was  infifted^  that 
ho  perfon  had  ever  fuppofed  or  dated  20,000  men  to  be 
*  aftually  (lain  on  the  field  of  battle;  Mr;  Fox  had  only 
fliown^  from  indifputable  documents,  that  the  deficiency 
of  force  fent  to  America,  exclufive  of  what  was  raifed  in 
the  country,  amounted,  at  the  date  of  the  lateft  returns^ 
to  thac  nuitibet;  that  however  fome  parts  of  the  quef- 
tion  might  be  interefting  to  humanity,  it  availed  but  lit- 
tle to  the  publicj  and  nothing  at  all  to  the  fervice,  what 
proportions  of  the  2o>ooo  had  been  killed  in  battle^ 
died  of  their  wounds^  perifhed  by  difeafe  or  fatigue,  de- 
ferted  to  the  enemy,  or  who  lived  to  prefent  a  ihaimed 
and  mutilated  fpe£lacle  of  human  nature  at  hdme,  con- 
demned to  drag  out  a  Ufe  of  mifery^  and  to  exift  a  dead 
burthen  and  conftant  expenfe  to  their  cbuntry; 

Thefe  debates  were  at  length  ended  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  by  lord  North's  conciliatory  propoCtion.  Iii 
ihe  houfe  of  lords  they  had  been  no  lefs  warmly  carried 
on;  The  duke  of  Richmond  Was  the  principal  fpeaker$ 
his  motions  were  attended  with  no  better  fuccefs  thaii 
thofe  ot  the  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  ar- 
guments againft  him  being  chiefly  grounded  on  the  im-  ^^l^^^^{ 
policy  of  expoiihg  the  ftate  of  the  nation  to  the  enemy,  ^j^^  natioiu 
Sevexal  eminent  merchancsi  however,  were  brought  by 
that  nobleman  to  be  examined  at  the  bar,  from  whofe  evi- 
dence it  appeared,  that  the  loffes  by  the  American  war 
had  been  immenfe,  the  captures  alone  amounting  to  no 
lefs  than  l|6oo,oo'oh  To  leiTen  or  fet  afide  the  efle^s  of 
this  inquiry,  lord  Sandwich  brought  other  evidence  ia 
Ihow,  how  far  thefe  loifes  had  been  compenfated  by 
prizes  taken  from  the  rebellious  colonies,  or  by  the  open- 
ing of  new  branches  of  commerce. 

The  duke  of  Richmond,  after  recapitulating  his  evi-  ^^^^^^^.^ 
denciesi  moved  the  following  refolutions  :  «*  That  in  the  vi^^  ^f 
4:oiffie  of  trade  a  very  confiderable  balance  was  always  public  af- 
duc  from  the  merchants  in  North- America  to  thofe  of  ^^^^^ 
Great- Britain,  towards  the  difcharge  of  which,  remittan- 
ces were  made  in  goods  to  a  great  amount,  (ince  the  com- 
oencement  of  the  prefent  troubles,  and  wbilft  the  trade 
Vol,  V,  E  3 
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CHAP. between  this  kingdom  and  tHe  cotonks  was  faficred  to 
XVII.    remain  open :  That  iince  the  paffing  of  the  feveral  a& 

^•*— V— — 'for  prohibiting  the  fifheries  of  the  colonics  in  Noith- 
^77^'  America,  their  mttcual  iatercourfc  widi  each  other,  all 
trade  and  commerce  between  them  and  this  kingdom, 
and  for  making  prize  of  their  (hips  and  diftributing  their 
value,  the  number  of  vefTels  taken  from  Great«Britain  faf 
American  (hips  of  war  and  privateers  amounted  to  733. 
Of  that  number,  47  had  been  reJeafed,  and  127  reta^m; 
but  that  the  lofs  on  the  latter,  for  falvage,  inteteft  on 
the  value  of  the  cargo,  and  lofs  of  market,  maft  have 
been  v£rv  confiderable.  The  lofs  of  the  remaining  ^^ 
vefiels,  wnich  had  been  carried  into  port,  amountd,  by 
the  report  of  the  merchantSy  to  at  kaft  2,600,000 1.-^ 
That  of  200  (hips  annually  employed  in.  the  African  trade 
before  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  civil  war,  whok 
value  upon  an  average  was  about  9000  1.  each,  theie 
were  not  now  40  employed  in  that  trade,  whereby  there 
was  a  clear  diminution  in  this  branch  of  commerce  of 
160  (hips,  amounting  to  a  lofs  of  1,440,000  LperoM- 
««w— That  the  price  of  infurance  to  the  Wefl:*Ifldic$ 
and  North- America  was  incrcafed  from  twoy  and  two 
and  an  half,  to  five  per  cent,  with  convoy  \  but,  withost 
convoy,  and  unarmed,  it  had  •  been  made  at  \Sper  cent, 
though  generally  (hips  in  fuch  circumftances  cpuUi  not  be 
infured  at  alt— That  the  price  of  feamea's  wages  had 
arifen  from  30  s.  to  3  L  5  s.  per  month;  the  price  of 
pot-alli  from  8  s.  to  3  1.  10  s.  per  hundred  .weight;  the 
price  of  fpermaceti  oil  was  increafed  from  35  l.to  70  J. 
^^rton;  of  tar  from  7s.  and  8s.  to  303.^^  banel;  the 
price  cf  fugars,  and  all  commodities  from  the  WeftJn- 
dicn,  and  divers  forts  of  naval  ftores  from  North- An€- 
r2C2,  wtrc  greatly  enhanced— That  .the-prefent  dimifiu- 
tic:i  ci  die  African  trade,,  the  interrjlption' o£  the-Ame- 
rw?A\  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  the  captures  made 
cF  tiic  Weft-India  fhrps,  have  greatly  dittre&d  the 
Biiiiiii  colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies — That  the  numb«f 
of  Aiiurican  privateers,  of  which  authentic  accountsharf 
been  received,  amounted  to  173  5  that  they  carried  2256 
guns,  and  at  Icaft  13,840  feamen,  reckoning  80  men  in 
each^fliip  ;  and- that  of  thefe  privateers,  34  had  been  ta- 
ken, which  carried.  3217  men,  being  more  than  97  to 
each  V  die  1."  • 

In  anfwcr.  to  all  tliis,  it  was  replied  by  lord  Sandwich, 
that  every  day's  experience  fervcd  to.  confirm  him  in  his 
original  opinidn,  that  the  inquiry  into  the  date  of  the  na- 
tion was-pregnant  with  the  molt  ruinous  confequcnces, 
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7mA  could  )30t  be  produ£):ive  of  the  fmalleft  benefit.    It  CH  AP. 

cDUld  only^publiih  to  the  world  thofe  things  which,  in.  ]!^YIL 
prudence  and  poUcyy  fhould  be  concealed.  No  war  could  .'*>*  -ynV- 
he  conduced  without  difficulty,  lofs,  and  embarraffment  ^     iJ/^* 
but  it  was  a  new  fyftem  of  policy  to  let  our  enemies  into, 
tke  fecret  of  national  difficulty  or  imbecility.    He  aifo 
contend^df  that  the   American  commerce  had  fuffisred 
more  than  that  of  Britain  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
War  ;  fo  that,  on  the  whole,  we  had  been  gainers  in  that 
refpeol  i  and  that,  on  a  fair  examination,  a  confiderable 
balance  would  be  found  in  our  favour.  In  fapport  of  this 
pofition,  he  controverted  the  evidence  given  by  the  mer-^ 
chants  ; — faid,  that  their  eftimates, .  in  point  of  value, 
were  rated  too  high,  and  their  lifts  of  ihips  taken  by  the 
etiemy  erroneous.   If  fome  branches  of  trade  had  failed, 
(which  ever  was  and  will  be  the  cafe  with  all  nations^ 
whether  in  peace  or  war)  others  of  greater  value  were  ef«- 
tabliflied.  On  this  ground,  he  eilimated  the  benefits  to  be       .  . 
derived  from  the  fouthern  fifliery,  and  even  its  prefent  va- 
lue at  a  very  high  rate ;  and  the  American  (hare  of  the 
Newfoundland  fi(heryi  which  was  calculated  in  its  du- 
plicate ftate  of  4  prize  to  us  and  a  lofs  to  them;,  was  t^p^ 
preciated  in  ihe  fame  manner.    He  ftated  the  number  of 
prizes  taken  from  the  Americans  at  904,  each  of  which 
he  valued  at  2ocx>l.  the  total  amount  of  which  would  be 
i^SoSsOOol. }  and  to  this|  if  we  added  the  value  of  the 
fiflieries,  it  would  appear,  that  this  country  was  not  lefs 
benefited  by  the  war  than  2,2oo,pool.  befides  ths^t  every 
ihilling  of  this  money  was  a  total  lofs  to  our  enemies.  He 
cdncludedv  that  thefe  fa^ts  totally  overthrew  the  duke'^ 
refolutions  in  point  of  eilablilhing  a  national  lofs,  and  that 
thoogh  nobody  wiihed  to  fee  an  end  of  the  war  more, 
than  himfelf,  yet  its  continuance  was,  in  many  refpe£l:s^ 
advantageous  to  this  country,  and  would  be  more  io. 

To  thcfe  arguments  the  duke  of  Richmond  replied, 
with  exceeding  great  feverity,  that  the  dangers  with 
which  we  were  furrounded^afid  the  calamities  with  which 
the  country  was  overwhelra«dy  could,  no  longer  excite 
wonder  or  furprife,  when  a  minilter.  at  the  head  of  the. 
marine,  that  moft  capital  department  of  the  ftate,  and 
.upon  which  its  prefervatiou  entirely  depended,  fiioiild 
betray  fuch  fliameful  ignorance  of  trade  and  commerce^, 
as  to  lay  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  n^axim,  tliat  be- 
caufe  die  great  number  of  fliips  we  had  loll:  in  tlie  .war 
might  be  balanced  by  another  number  of  vciTeJs  talycn 
from  the  Americans,  ihe  nation,  upon  the  whole,  fuf- 
tained  no  lofs.  He  alked,  whether  any  other  lord  pirefcric" 
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CHAP,  cottld  be  perfuaded,  that  die  commeroe  of  this  con&trf 
XVII.   wa6  not  affeded  by  the  lofs  of  773  T^els,  eftitnaied  in 
{yV\J  value  at  confiderably  more  than  two  mflliont  of  money^ 
'77^     which  had  been  taken  from  oar  merchants,  beeaufe  an 
equal  value  in  prizes  (fuppofing  die  aflertion  to  be  true, 
which  was  by  no  means  admitted)  had  been  taken  froan 
the  Americans,  and  dtftributed  among  the  feamen  of  the 
royal  navy?  Hie  cafe,  he  faid,  was ftiil  more deploraUe, 
as  the  value  of  all  thefe  cargoes  would,  in  the  coiirfe  of 
trade,  have  centered  in  Great-Britain.  The  debate  was 
ended  by  the  houfe  refuming  its  proper  form,  and  et^ 
one  of  the  duke's  refolutions  being  fet  afide  by  the  pre- 
vious queiUon. 

Before  the  time  appointed  by  lord  North  for  bringing 
l^d  ^  forth  his  oonciliatoi'y  prc^fitions,  a  petition  had  been 
cOTcUia-  fr*"*^^  ^7  *«  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  and  read  the  very 
toryplao.  moming,  February  17th,  when  the  plan  was  to  be  en- 
feb.  17.  tirely  laid  open.  This  petition  was  figned  by  5400  inha- 
bitants of  the  county  juft  mentioned,  including  the  town 
of  Norwich,  and  wai  written  with  uncommon  fpfarit  and 
energy.  The  minifter,  however  little  he  might  be  fatis- 
fied  with  the  cenfures  paft  or  implied  on  bis  condoS, 
could  find  nothing  in  it  that  tended  to  militate  with  his 
propofitions  relative  to  America.  He  introduced  his  con- 
ciliatory plan  with  aflerting,  that  peace  had  been,  at^  all 
times,  his  governing  principle  \  but  that  events  had  beeUi 
ingeneral, exceedingly  untoward.  He  had  aiwaysknown, 
that  American  taxation  could  never  be  produftive  of  a 
beneficial  revenue.  There  were  many  taxes  which  could 
not  at  all  be  laid  on  that  country,  and'  of  thofe  that  could, 
few  would  prove  worth  the  coUeding.  The  ftamp  z€k 
was  indeed  the  moft  judicious  that  could  have  been 
ehofen  for  this  purpofe  ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  high 
rate  at  which  that  duty  had  b^en  formerly  eftimated,  h« 
had  not  believed  that  its  produce  would  have  been  a  very 
eonfiderable  objcft.  He  accordingly  had  never  propofed 
any  tax  on  the  Americans.  He  unfortunately  found  them 
taxed  when  he  came  into  adminiftraiion.  His  principle 
of  policy  was  to  have  as  little  difcufiion  ot  thefe  matters 
as  poffible,  and  to  keep  the  affairs  of  America  out  of  parr 
liament ;  but  as  he  had  not  laid  on  the  tea*tax,  he  did  not 
diink  it  advifeable  for  him  to  repeal  it,  nor  did  he  look 
Out  for  any  means  of  enforcing  it.  The  meafure  of  en- 
abling the  Eaft-India  company  to  fend  teas  on  their  own 
account  to  America,  with  a  drawback  of  the  whole  duty 
here,  was  a  reguktion  of  fuch  a  nature,  being  a  relief 
ihftcadof  an  pppreffion,  that  it  was  impoffible,  he  fliould 
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tafpo^Cy  it  cotdd  erer  exdte  a  fio^  eomplaint  amongft  CHAP; 
the  Americans,  much  lefs  be  productive  of  the  confe**  XVII. 
qucpces  tharfollowed.  Tbefe  he  attributed  in  part  to  the  ^  ■^*  "^ 
difafieded,  and  in  part  to  thofe  who  were  concerned  in  ^77^* 
a  contraband  trade,  who  reftfefented  it  to  the  populace 
as  a  mosopol  J,  fo  that  the  people  were  excited  to  tu* 
nmit  npon  a  principle  totally  difierent  from  ercry  idea  of 
taxation.  The  coercive  a£ts  were  called  fortli  by  the  di& 
temper  of  the  times,  when  they  appeared  neceflary ;  but, 
in  the  event,  they  had  produced  efie£ls  which  he  never 
intended,  nor  could  have  by  any  means  expeAed.  As 
feon  as  he  difcovered  their  failure,  a  couciliatory  propo* 
fition  was  made  before  the  fword  was  drawn.  Af:  that 
time,  he  thought,  and  fttU  continued  to  think,  that  the 
terms  of  that  propofition  would  form  the  happieft,  m^ 
equitable,  and  moft  lafting  bond  of  unity  betwixt  Greats 
Britain  and  her  colonfti ;  but  that,  by  a  variety  of  dtfcuf- 
fions,  a  piopolltion  that  was  originally  clear  and  fimplc 
in  itfdf  was  made  fo  obfcure,  as  to  be  condemned  before 
it  went  to  America ;  lb  that  the  Congrefs  conceived,  or 
took  oecafion  to  reprcfent  it  as  a  fcheme  for  fowing  divi- 
fions,  and  introducing  taxation  among  them  in  a  worfe 
manner  than  before,  and  accordingly  rejcded  it. 

The  events  of  war  in  America,  he  faid,  had  turned  out 
very  diffsrent  from  what  he  had  a  right  to  expe£b ;  nor 
had  the  great  and  well-appointed  force  lent  out,  and  hi« 
thetto  fo  amply  provided  for  by  government,  anfwcred 
his  expe£bations  in  any  degree  better.  He  could  not  but 
confefs  hi(xifelf  exceedingly  difappointed  at  this  failure  in 
our  military  force.  He  did  not  mean  at  that  time  to  con* 
denm,  or  even  call  into  queftion,  the  conduft:  of  any  of 
our  commanders ;  but  he  had  been  difappointed.  Sir 
William  Howe  had  been  in  the  late  actons,  and  through-* 
out  the  whole  courfe  of  the  campaign,  not  only  in  the 
goodnefs  of  troops,  and  in  all  manner  of  fupplies,  but 
even  in  point  of  numbers,  much  fuperbr  to  the  Ameri* 
tan  army  which  oppofed  him  in  the  field.  General  Bur- 
goyne,  who  was  at  iength  overpowered  by  numbers,  uu* 
til  the  affair  at  Bennington,  was  near  twice  as  ftrong  as 
the  army  under  general  Gates.  Confidering  all  thefe 
things,  the  event  had  been  very  contrary  to  his  expeda- 
tion  ;  but  to'  thefe  events,  and  not  to  his  expediations, 
his  plan  muft  conform. 

As  the  foundation  of  his  conciliatory  fcheme,  he 
propofed  to  bring  in  two  bills— one  «  for  declaring  the 
intentions  of  the  parliament  of  Great-Britain  concerning 
ti)e  right  of  impofing  taxes  within  his  majeily's  colonies. 
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CHAP.  proTUices,  and  plantations  in  North^Amerka ; — and  aRo>« 
XVII.  tber  <<  to  enable  his  majeftj  to  appoint  commifiiooeres 
\y^Y\i)  "vith  fuffidcnt  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upoa 
S77^  the  means  of  qaieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  cer- 
tain of  the  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces  of  North* 
America.'^  It  was  intended,  he  faid,  to  appmnt  five  com«* 
miffioners,  and  to  endow  them  with  verjr  extenfive  pow- 
ers^ They  ihould  be  enabled  to  treat  with  the  congrefs 
by-name,  as  if  it  were  a  legal  body,  and  fo  far  to  give  it 
authenticity,  as  to  fuppofe  its  ads  and  conceifions  bind- 
ing upon  ail  America.  They  might  treat  with  any  of  tbdr 
provincial  afiemblies  upon  their  prefentconftitution,  ^id 
with  any  individuals  in  their  prefent  civil  capacities,  or 
military  commands ;  with  general  Waihington,  or  any 
other  ofEcer.  They  fhould  have  a  power  to  order  a  f uf* 
penfion  of  arms,  and  the  operation  of  all  laws ;  and  to 
grant  ail  forts  of  pardons,  immunities  and  rewards*  They 
ihould  alfo  have  a  power  of  reftoring  all  the  cdbnies,  or 
any  of  them,  to  the  form  of  their  ancient  conftttution, 
as  it  ilood  before  the  troubles ;  and  in  any  of  thefe,  where 
the  Icing  nominated  the  governors,  councils,  judges,  and 
other  magiflrates,  to  nominate  fuch  at  their  difcrettctp, 
until  his  pleafurc  were  further  known*— that,  as  the  defi* 
ciency  of  powers  in  the  former  commiflxonert  had  been 
objefted  to,  and  as  the  congrefs  had  raifed  a  difficulty, 
on  pretence  that  their  independency  was  not  admitted,  he 
v/ould  not  now  inGft  on  their  renouncing  it>  until  the 
final  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  Icing  and  parlianaent 
©f  Great-Britain — that  the  commilfioners  fhould  be  in-» 
ftru£ked  to  negociate  for  fome  moderate  and  ceafonable 
contribution  towards  the  common  defence  of  the  enapire, 
when  re-united  *,  but,  to  take  away  all  pretence  for  noi 
putting  an  end  to  this  unhappy  difference,  this  crnicrtbn*- 
tion  was  not  to  be  infilled  on  as  i^Jim  qua  mn  of  the 
treaty ;  but  th^t  if  the  Americans  Ihould  refufe  fo  re»- 
fonable  a  propofition,  they  were  not  to  complain^  if  here- 
after they  could  not  look  for  fupport  to  that  part  of  tho 
empire  to  theexpcnfc  of  which  they  had  refufcd  to  con-, 
tribute. 

The  mlnifter  now  obferved^  that  it  nright  be  afked,  if 
his  fentiments  had  been  always  fuch  with  regard  to  taxa« 
^ion  and  peace,  as  he  had  nowftated  them  to  be,  why 
had  he  not  made  this  propofition  at  an  earlier  period  ?  To 
to  this  he  anfwered,  his  opinion  had  always  been,  that 
the  moment  of  viftory  was  the  proper  feafon  for  offering 
terms  of  concelSon.  And,  with  an  eye  to.feveral  rcflec- 
^ons. which  had  of  late  been  thrown  upon  him  by  the  opt 
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pofite  p^rty,  he  rfeclarccl,  thtt,  for  his  jJarf,  Kc  had  nc-  C  H  AB. 
vcr  made  a  promife  which  he  did  not  pcrfonn,  or  receive  XVII. 
any  information  which  he  did  not  communtcate ;  he  only  ^«^VXJ 
kept  back  the  names  of  thofe  who  had  given  him  the  inf>  ^77S* 
formation^  and  which  it  would  have  been  unfaithful  and 
inhuman  to  have  divulged.  He  promifed  that  a  great  ar« 
my  ihouU  be  fent  out — and  a  great  army  had  accordingly 
been  fent  out^  to  the  amount  ol  6o>ooo  men  and  upwards. 
He  had  promifed  that  a  great  fleet  fhould  be  employed— f- 
and  a  great  fleet  had  been,  and  ftiil  was  employed.  He 
promifed  that  they  (hould  be  provided  with  every  kind  6£ 
fupply-**and  they  had  been  fuf>plied  amply  and  liberally^ 
«ELd  nnght  be  fo  for  years  to  come.  The  h6ufe  had  alfo 
been  all  along  in  full  pofTeflion  of  the  fubje^t  y  fo  that,  if 
they  were  deceived,  they  had  decetved  themfelves.  He 
concluded  with  informing  the  hdufe,  that  his  conceflions 
were  from  reafon  and  propriety,  and  not  from  neceffity. 
We  were  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much  longer. 
We  might  raife  many  more  men,  and  had  many  more 
men  ready  to  fend.  The  navy  was  never  in  greater 
ftrength ;  the  revenue  but  little  fank ;  and  a  few  days 
would  fliow,  that  he  fliould  raife  the  funds  for  the  cur- 
rent ^  year  at  a  moderate  rate :  but  he  fubmitted  the 
whole,  with  the  propriety  of  his  paft  and  prefent  condudl^ 
to  the  judgment  of  the  houfe. 

This  fpecch  was  by  no  means  received  with  that  ap-  His  plan 
plaufe  which  had  fo  long  marked  every  thing  that  iflued  adopted  by 
from  the  lips  of  the  minifter.    It  feemcd  to  be  received  bers"in  op- 
with  terror  and  aftonifbment  by  the  whole  affembly.  His  pofulorii. 
declarations,  that  he  had  now  only  delivered  what  had 
all  along  been  the  genuine  fentiments  of  his  heart,  were 
not  believed  ;  and  it  was  univerfally  fuppofed,  that  forae- 
thing  very  extraordinary  and  alarming  had  happened, 
which  now  produced  fuch  an  unexpefted  and  fudden  al- 
teration.  The  oppofition  he  now  encountered  was  from 
his  own  friends,  moll  of  whom  were  exceedingly  piqued 
at  one  of  his  exprefEons,  viz.  that  <«  if  parliament  had 
been  deceived,  they  had  deceived  themfelves."    Some  of 
the  country  gsntlemen  aflerted,  with  great  indignatioii, 
that  they  had  been  grofsly  deceived  and  mifled  by  the  uni- 
form language  of  government  for  three  years  paft  ;  and 
one  gentleman  went  fo  far  as  to  declare,  that  he  fhould 
feel  for  the  humiliating  blufli  of  his  fovereign,  while  he 
figned  the  bills.    On  the  declaration  of  a  great  law-offi-. 
cer,  that  a  fecurity  for  the  cqngrefs  debts,  and  a  re-eftab^ 
lifliment  of  the  credit  of  their  paper  currency,  would  be 
one  of  the  principal  objc£ts  of  the  commiffipn,  and  one 
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CQ  A  P. of  the  principal  inducementa  held  out  to  that  body  t6  re* 

XVII.   turn  to  its  allegiance,  another  gentleman  affirmed,,  that  he 

'kXy\J  would  rather  confent  to  give  ciirrency  to  forged  India 

>77^     bonds,  and  counterfeit  bank  notes,  than  to  paper  whicU 

had  been  fabricated  to  carry  on  rebellion  againft  the  king 

and  parliament  of  Great-Brilain.  The  general  voice  of  the 

country  gentlemen,  indeed,  was,  that  as  taxation  was  now 

given  up,  peace  ought  to  be  procured  on  any  terms,  and 

in  the  fpeedieft  manner. 

The  members  in  oppofition^  prdperlyib  called,  though 
they  approved  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  (hewed  no  mercy 
to  the  conduct  of  the  minifter.  He  was  reprobated  in- 
deed by  both  parties  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  muft  have  made 
"liis  fituation  extremely  difagreeable.  By  his  ownf  he  wa i 
aiked,  as  taxation  had  not  b«en  his  obje£t,  what  were  the 
real  motives  which  had  induced  him  to  begin  the  war  i 
Had  hefported  away  30,000  lives,  and  thirty  millions  of 
money,  and,  in  that  amufement,  put  not  only  the  unity, 
but  the  exiftence  of  the  empire,  to  the  utmoft  hazard,  \& 
order  to  try  the  mettle  of  the  Americans,  and  to  difcover . 
how  they  would  behave  in  defence  of  every  thing  that 
was  dear  to  them  ? 

Nor  were  the  cenfurcs  of  oppofition,  though  they  now 
joined  in  his  meafures,  lefs  fevcre.  Mr.  Fox  complimenr- 
ed  the  minifter  on  his  converfion,  and  congratulated  his 
own  party  on  the  acquifition  of  iTuch  a  potent  auxiliary. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  his  own  propofitiohs  did  not 
materiallv  differ  from  thofe  mside  bv  Mr.  Burke  three 
'     •  years  before.  He  reminded  the  houle,  that  though  they 

were  then  rejeficd,  a  war  of  three  years  had  convinced 
him,  that  they  were  really  ufeful.  Nay,  fo  perfe£l  a  pro^ 
fdite  was  the  minifter  become,  that  the  very  fame  argv- 
inents,  which  had  at  that  time  been  ineffefluUy  nfed  by 
Mr.  Burke,  were  now  adopted,  almolt  in  the  fame  words^ 
by  his  lordiliip.  He  faid,  however,  that  as  the  prefcnt  pro^- 
pofitions  were  much  more  clear  and  fatisfa^ory  than  the* 
former,  they  iliould  receive  his  fupport,  and  he  fuppofed 
they  would  do  the  fame  from  all  bis  friends  on  that  fide 
of  the  houfc.  Undoubtedly^  faid  he,  they  would  have  gi^ 
venfull  fatisfaftion,  and  have  prevented  all  the  lofs^raiii', 
and  calamity,  which  England  and  America  herd  (ince  exs 
•perienced,  had  they  been  offered  in  time.  But  if  the  con- 
ceiBon  (hould  be  found  ample  enough,  and  then  come  too 
late,  what  punifhment  would  be  fufficient  for  thofamini- 
fters  who  adjourned  parliament,  in  ordet  to  make  propo* 
fitions  of  concefGon,  and  then  negle£ted  to  do  it,  until 
France  had  concluded  a  treaty  with   the  independent 
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ftate(l.of  America^  arknowkdging  them  ag fuch  ?  He  €!i4  CHAP.. 
not  fpeak  from  furmife  :  He  had  it  from  authority  which  XVII. 
he  could  not  qucftion,  that  the  treaty  he  mentioned  had  ty^WJ. 
been  figned  in  Paris  ten  days  before^  counting  from  that  *7T8* 
inllant.  He  therefore  w ilhedj  that  miniftry  would  give  the 
hQufe  fatisfadion  on  that  very  interefting  point  \  for  he 
feared  that  it  would  be  found,  that  their  prefent  appa- 
rently pacific  and  equitable  difpofition^  with  that  propo* 
fitlon  which  feemed  to  be  the  refult  of  it,  owed  their  ex* 
iftence  to  the  previous  knowledge  of  this  treaty,  which 
tnuft,  from  its  nature,  render  that  propofition  as  ufelefs  to 
the  peace,  as  it  was  humiliating  to  the  dignity  of  Britain. 
.  The  minifter  finding  himfelf  at  laft  clofely  preflcd  on 
all  fides  for  fome  explanations  relative  to  the  treaty  be-v 
twec^n  France  and  America,  at  lad  declared,  that  he  had 
no  authority  upon  which  to  pronounce  abfolutely  with 
regard  to  that  event*  A  report  had  for  fome  time  prevail- 
ed)  that  fuch  a  treaty  was  in  agitation  ;  that  its  conclu- 
Gon  was  not  only  poilfible,  but  perhaps  too  probable  ;  but 
that,  as  it  had  not  yet  been  authenticated  by  the  ambafia- 
dor,  the  prefumption  lay  that  it  had  not  taken  place.  In 
this  matter,  however,  his  doubts,  if  he  had  any,  were 
foon  reiblved,  by-  the  formal  notification  given  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  by  the  French  ambaflador,  and  the  annunciation  of 
that  by  a  royal  meflage  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the 
16th  of  March.  March  t^. 

The  interval  was  filled  up  by  debates  on  the  nomina*  Commif- 
tion  of  the  American  Commiffioncrs,  whom,  the  Oppo- ^^1)^^"^*^* 
fition  aflerted,  the  minifterS  had  no  right,  on  account  of 
their  manifeft  incapacity,  to  chufe.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, was  at  laft,  after  warm  debates,  finally  decided 
in  favour  of  adminiftration  without  any  divifion ;  the 
mem1>ers  in  oppofition  not  chufing  to  throw  any  impedi- 
ment in  the  way  of  the  bills,  when  the  only  hope  ihey 
had  of  their  fuccefs,  fmali  as  that  was,  depended  on  the 
expedition  with  which  they  were  fent  to  America.  The 
Commiflionets  appointed  were,  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr, 
ISden,  Governor  Johnftone,  and  the  commander  in  chief 
by  fea  and  land  in  America  for  the  time  being. — ^Dr. 
Adam  Fergufon  fecretary. 

This  matter  being  fettled,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Powys  for  the  repeal  of  the  Maffachufetts  charter  aft, 
which  produced  much  converfation  on  the  affairs  of 
America.  During  the  courfe  of  this,  it  appeared,  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  houfe  had  conftantly  held  the 
American  war  in  abhorrence ;  but  that  many  of  them 
had  been  led  from  one  ftep  to  another,  without  looking 
VoL.V.  F3 
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GlHAP.nhidl'lFatther    Wfere  itMtih   kM    tiwiif^  f«p^diliff 

It^t.   uiitil  ditt    thfc  fucce^diilg    eine    WouM  IM  condvCM 

(y\^%Jthe  Amencati  detfofatiDtl  df  indepeAdtnee  luklf  sit  once 

1^7^    filrprirei  and  SfftoTHOie^  tlk«to  wich  an  a^tl  tend  ttcilcttk^ 

ed-for  KVi^ufidlw      This  abn^ng  fihiatidA  of  dtifng^ 

feenied  to  tetfve  no  cthet  elterftatit^  thftti  t»  fit  do^kn  fil" 

pinely  ^th  the  IdfB  of  the  c^^lonief#,  dir  th«  grfevc^ft  M^ 

twna)  ttlifoil  iind  ex^irtiom  for  ^^oh-  rttiyj#£lk»i.   The  hi* 

lure  in  arms  aflfbrddd  anothdi*  feeticcqitaUy  <ioNrd  aMd  fmu 

elided,  and  fteiMei  new  to  ecekea  kmdof  tnefahtho* 

ly  wiitv,  (hat  ihe  fat^sl  extf^^ltks  to^  trhich  we  were  ar* 

nted)  bad  been  a^d^d  ifl  lime. 

The  prefem  con€iKafo#y  rtifeafttres  nr^rt  highfy  tdn- 
The  conci-  demned  by  the  Aiinift^ml  pafty.  Some  hlfifted  on  the- 
tiatonrpian  ^xercife,  il  wdl  M  the  right  bf  tet^tknt  in  their  utmoft 
offcnfivc  togj^j^i^j^  ^^^j  ^^^  affiti»ed.  (hat  this  wfe«  a  right  fo  iiiic* 
fterUi"*  '^n^  i^  parliflMent,  and  K>  ^AAA^Uy  interwoven  wkh 
party.  the  conftitution)  that  no  refi'gniltibn  of  it  Coteld  ever  be 
vaiid^  A  greater  nitttibe¥  tiimented  the  degradation  wfaidir 
die  biltd  woii^d  l^ing  upon  government,  as  weil  as  the 
eouAfeii  and  dignity  of  (he  narthm.  i^y  infifted,  that 
our  Teftnifctts  we^e  not  only  great,  but  inexhaiiftiUe  ^ 
and  ^ttt  ncftMn^  bat  a  fj^irited  and  vigorotis  exertion  of 
Mr  fio^^Mgvt  wa^  traftting  to  acconspfifii  mudi  fetter 
iHalt»f6  tb^  the  fubjyg^tion  <yf  Ainerica.  They  Intteiw 
ly  lamented  that  pufillanimicy  in  pur  counfeh,  which, 
after  fo  great  tn  expenfis  in  blood  and  treafure,  eontd 
not  only  jabmit  tn  give  up  alt  the  objed^  of  eonteft,  but 
meaioty  enter  inCd  a  tneaty  ^ith  atiwed  rebels,  and  there<* 
by  virtaaity  acknowkdge  ariid  eftaUiOl  that  indepett^ 
dence  which  they  dakn^d*  They  iaid,  that  wftxle  it 
would  fetv«  greatly  to  ex^eitfe  the  eoerrage  of  the  rebcte, 
and  inereafe  their  infetence  to  the  higbcft  degree^  it 
would,  on  ihtt  othet  hand,  greatly  difpititottt  own  troopi, 
totally  difiblve  all  that  confidence  and  hope,  whieh  the 
kjjral  and  welPdifpofcd  Atticticans  had  repofed  in;  oar 
fiiitb  ftt  our  power,  and  would  befides  render  us  con*- 
tempttbte  itt  the  eyed  of  aft  European  ftatcs.  ,To  cfowil 
all  thefe  ill  eonfeqtienceS)  they  foretold,  thsHt  tht  biffir 
would  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed. 
.  Witii  thi3  predidion^  the  members  in  ^oppoBtion  veir 
nearly  agreed,  though,  in  other  refpea8,thcir  tcrtaHjr  dSt^ 
fered  with  the  geAtlemen  above  metitioiied.  Hhtf  had 
great  apprehenfions>  that,  from  the  latcnefsrf  adoptii^ 
the  meafure,  it  would  not  prodace  that  happy  cfiea 
which  they  themfelves  fo  much  wifhed,  and  which  Aey 
:^re  certain  a  great  majority  of  die  natron  began  now 
moft  ardently  to  pant  after.  They  acknowlcd|cd>  diat 


die  fuccefs  of  the  menfure  i  but  ftill  tl^er/e  wa^ a  chance^    XVII. 
and  th^obj^d  of  peac^  with  America  was  of  fa .  teipp-^Vrr-v-ry 
ting  a-  aatuxci  jiucliuiing  not  only  the  happinefs^  but  th/e      ^7^^: 
p]:c£eryatioQ  of  this  country,  that  the  ImalleQ:  cbancf 
againft  whatever  fuperiority  .of  oiia^  was.  not  to.  be  given 
up  at.  any  rate.    On  this  account^  xhey  faid^  they  oveir 
looked  many  ^hinga  which  they  difapf«cove4 ^  inijie 
bUl«>  9&  they  wptild  not  in  ^j  4nanner  of  way  impe^ 
#r.4^1fiy  the  hnfinefs  whcare  fuch  apri^e  wasatftakp* 
jSk>  great  indeed  was  the  apparent  ^agern^Ai  of  all  parties       . 
to  obtain  ^is  defirableobjei^'that  (ojne,  even  pf  the  gen- 
tif^ocninoffice,  wiQied  to  ^xtand  the  repeal  to  all  the 
4(ibno9(H>vi3  a^  relative  to  Aipecica.  It  was  agreed  on  a}l 
fasaKl$»  that,  upon  the  principle  of  conciliation,  this  mitft 
be  a  meafure  of  nece&y.^  zfkd  the  minifter  himfelf,  ia 
ippening  bispix)po(itions,  .had  declared  his  williqgnefs  Co 
giir^«i^^lt]ieie.lawsfroin4ie.iiOth  of  Fi&bruaryy  1763. 
The  9olfrdideEenoepf  opinion  aqw  upon  ih^  iufajefb  was 
WWfsmng  the  time  of  carrying  it  into  e^e^utioo  y  that  is, 
wH^tber  it  0iQuld  be  preliminary  to»  or  a  coofcqiience  q£      . 
line  treaty  ?  The  Ifittjer  at  length  pievailed,  and  themotipn 
for  the  repeal  of  the  charter  ?t^  wa^  reje£led  by  i8x  $0  Tca-aarc- 
iqS.  U  W^  afterwards  ^gi^c^  however;,  to  repeal  tjic  P«**^<*- 
Jtf a-»a£t  J  and  Mr.  Burke  b^yi«»g»  the  fame  d?^y,  mpyeid, 
tIi^t4l)epro¥«Gons  of  the  bill  ft^iAd  be  cipctendedto  the 
Wieft-^i^ic^Jiis  motion  wa?likcvife?^^d.ti?.       .    ;.    ways  ana 

In  .the  d^ates^  on  th^  way^  4wd  ^^eans,  fonie  ix^otions  meant. 
^cve  made  wbich  exceedingly  a)arjQ[^4  adijniniftra^cai, 
md  «»en  threatened  tifA  toit^l  dowqfai  o(  thp.r  power.  4n 
«rdflr  to  caife  jd>e  int^reft  of  Ax  {nijilip.ns,.9vhi(;h  tfae  mii^ i- 
fter  found  w^flary  to  borrow,  hp.  proppfi^  4  ;»ew  tiix  ho^f^'^and 
on  h^fipstand^wines.  This  occafion€;d  Xon^e  debate  in  the  wi„es. 
Committee  of  Supply  on  the  houfe-tax,  which  w^  «op- 
^dered  ^by  the  members  in  oppoGtion  as  ^Qt  ,oaly  a  land-* 
ta;iE  in  eSe£k,  but<;is  being  alfoexp^iflgXy ^lifp^qpprtion- 
<(t^^nd  lOppreflivet  and  iaJIuokg.  particularly  h^vy  upon 
4k^  i^^i$.^n^  of  London  aud.W;e£bminjQ:cr,  who  ^r^a- 
dy  ^aid  iiP' vi^  ft  piEoportion  to  the  land-tax,  and  wbofe 
burden?,  incjudiflig  pooorTafes^  window  ta^  watch,  lights,  , 

jMcuK^nt, .  »n4^  ptb^ .  impo^a,  ;a4;nQjfnted  in  £ey.ei:al  pa- 
rUhes^o  inovetbanefghtihjji^  WhUfl:, 

ito  sender  it 'ftiiloxum  grievoi^Si  it  frequently  b^qppcned, 
ib^i  thoAx  yfho  were  the  .lea^ft  ^able  to  be^  theitn^  -^d  i^c 
hfav^q^  burdeMS  invpoied  upon  them^ 

$.^,  .hPF^^ver^  xwa&the-prefent  temper  of  th^  lu^uTe, 
ihfkt  A,^\  liie.  motions  were  at  htt  agreed  to^  ano;i3bfr  w^t 
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CHAP,  made  by  a  gentleman  in  office^  and  clofdy  conneftcd  widi 

XVII.    one  branch  of  the  miniftry,  "  That  the  better  to  enable  his 

V*  v- ■■«'  majefty  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  dignity  of  his  crown 

"77*.      and  dominions,  in  the  prefcnt  exigency  of  ailairs,  ihcw 

be  granted  one  fourth  part  o^  the  nett  annualincome  upon 

the  falaries,  fees^  and  perquifites  of  ail  offices  under  the 

crown,  excepting  only  thofe  held  by  the  fpeakcr  of  the 

Koufe  of  tommons,  the  chancellor,  or  commiflioners  of 

Tax  of  one  ^^^  8^^*'  ^^*^>  the  judges,  miniftcrs  to  foreign  parts,  com* 

fourth  on    miffioners^  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  all  thofe 

IHlariesi&cr^hJch  do  not  ptoduce  a  dear  yearly  income  of  200  1.  to 

their  pofle^rs ;  the  tax  alfo  extending  to  all  annnities, 

penfions,  flipends,  or  other  yearly  fums  ifTuing  out  of  the 

-iexchequer,  or  any  branch  of  the  revenue ;  to  commence 

from  the  25th  of  March,  1778,  and  to  continue  for  one 

year,  and  during  the  American  war. 

This  motion,  to  the  aftoniihmenc  and  terror  of  admi« 
niflration,  was  carried  in  the  committee  by  too  to  82; 
and  though  the  miniftry  fummoned  all  their  forces  agaifift 
the  enfuing  day,  in  order  to  oppofe  it  dn  receiving  the 
^ejci^cd.  report  from  the  committee,  it  was  rejeded  only  by  a 
majority  of  fix ;  nor  would  even  this  have  been  the  cafc, 
had  the  jnembers  in  oppofition  been  at  ail  unanimous  in 
its  fupport.  Some  of  their  principals,  however,  confidcr- 
ed  it  as  a  meafure  exceedingly  diftreffing  to  individaab, 
without  any  equivalent  advantage  to  the  public*  For  men 
in  office  had  frequently  no  other  fupport  but  their  faJary, 
and  had  long  been  accuftomed  to  live  up  to  its  full  extent; 
and  thofe  who  had  interefl  with  government  wo|dd  be 
repaid  from  the  public  purfe  (frequently  with  ufury)  what 
they  hT^dapparafjtij  contnhated  towards  it.  The  only  real 
concribution,  therefore,  would  arife  from  thofe,  who,  be- 
ing deftitute  of  intcreft,  were  the  leafl  capable  of  bear- 
ing the  tax. 

A  motion  made  by  M^.  Fox  concerning  the  ftate  of 
the  navy,  proved  likewife  very  troubkfome ;  but  was  at 
length  got  rid  of  by  the  previous  qucftion,  widiout  a  di-^ 
Mr  Lnt-    ^^P^*''  '^'"^  which  gavernoft  offence,  however,  was  one 
trcl^s  mo-  made  by  Mr.  James  Luttrel,  for  an  addrcfs  to  his  majcf- 
jipa.    ^  •  ty,  «  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed'  to  inftmft  the 
commiffioners,  whom  he  n^ight  name  f6T  the  purpofcs  of 
..carrying  into  execution  the  American,  bills,  that  in  cafe 
they  fhould  find  that  the  continuancein  office  of  any  pub- 
lic miniftcr,  or  minifters,  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britaifli 
Should  be  found  to  imprcfs  fuch  jealoufies  or  taiftrttft  on 
f^rtt  or  more  of  the  revolted  colonies,  as  might  tend  ma- 
jeriaily  to  obflruft  the  happy  work  of  peace  and  fincerc 


reconcHfeti^n  between  Gr'dtt^'B^ifAih'^znd  her  celofiics,  CHAl?. 
that  the  -faid  commifioner^  tt^^t  be  etiabkd  to  promife)    XVIL 
in  his  m'ajtfty's  name^the  efrikft'rcmoTal  of  fuck  mtnif*  ^^'  *y-M*J 
tcTor  minlfters  from  ihc'COUiicil8i*'-^Thi«  nKrtion,  by     i778- 
many,  evtn-of  thei  mcfnbers  in  oppofirion,  thought  far  « 

too  degrading  arid  bitmiliatingt  was  rejeded  by  k  50  to 
55.         •  '•  •   • 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  adtniniftration  had  not  been  much  ^^'^y^* 
more  at  their  eafe  than  in  that  of  the  commons.  On  the  Catet's 
16th  of  February,  the  carl  of  Thanet  rafe,  and  as  he  was  letter  10  Ac 
th^n  very  much  indii^fed  by  a  cold,  couid  only  inform  Sf^  ^ 
the  hooGs,  that  he  had  in  hte  hand  a  letter  from  general     ^^  * 
Gates,  which  he  wiiked  might  be  read.  His  requeft,  af-  . 
ter  foUM  oppofition  front  the  minifterial  party,  w,as  per* 
fornM^d  by  the  marquis  of  Buckingham.  The  letter  was 
dated  O£lober  26,  1777.  It  in  fubftance  recommended 
the  withdrawing  the-  fleet  and  army  from  America,  the 
removal  of  the  prefent  miniftry,  and  a  commercial  alli- 
titnce,  as  the  only  means  of  recovering  the  friendfliip  of 
the  colonies.     ^ 

On  hearing  the  letter,  it  was  moved  by  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  that  it  (hduld  He  on  the  table.  A  eonfidera-  ^^^^ 
h\e  debate  enfued,  whkh  terminated  in  the  reje£bion  of  P|^^n  the 
the  duke's  motion  witihout  a  divifion^  after  which  the  fiate  of  tha 
committeeof  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  oaition  was  re-  na^io**' 

*  famed.  In  this  bufinefs  alfo  tKe  duke  of  Richmond  took 
'  a  leading  part,  by  obfinviiig,  that  he  had  feveral  refolu^ 

dons  to  propofe,  all  ^f  them  tending  to  eft^btiih  the  ftate  of 
the  army^  and  the  number  of  efitdiive  men  ferving  in  Ame- 
ricainthe  different  years  of  1774,  i775>  I77<J|  1777>  ^th 
the  fervices  apd  events  of  each  campaign,  as  they  appear- 
ed Arom  the  papers  which  were  referred  to  the  confidera- 
lion  of  the  committee.  Having  then  ftated  the  necefSty  of 
the  committee's  coming  to  fome  refult  upon  the  matters 
that  were  brought  before  them,  as  the  name  or  pretence 
of  an' inquiry  would  otherwife  be  an  abfolute  mockery, 
he  moved  bis  firft  refolution,  viz.  *<  That  itappeilrsto 
this  cMHnittee,  lb  far  as  they  are  informed  fiom  the  re- 
turns referred  totbem,  thatthegreateftnumberof  regular 

•  lamd  forces  ferving  iniNorth  America  in^  i774»  ^'^  not 
excised  6884  men,  including  officers."— *The  motion  waJs 

;  eppofed  on  the.  old  grounds,-  namely,  that  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  expofc  the  national  weaknefsto  the^enemy ; 
and- the  copimitikse  was  diflblved,  by  the  chairman's  leav- 

^•iftgthc  cfealrj  dfter  which  all  the  duke  of  Richmond's 
refolUtldnr  Wtre  formally  negatived,^onc  by  one,  in  the 
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C  H  ii?.     This  comnittce  ^inw  reCmnctl  op  the  i^tb^af  lUmus^, 
XVIL    W4  mother  te  cf  vcMoiiras  ,pv9|po(od  by  vthis  duke  of 

W"¥-'.-^'  i^ifihnppfi^^.celsKiqg  ipih^  fiipeafes  whkb  the  Amci^Q^ii 
.17^8.     ^^f  hsid  ajread/  coft  the  nation.  Thii^  for  the  fom  teft 

. .  J^^fh  ^^  of  whkh  bQ  ftiied  fqwm^lyf  he  faid«  fiem 

^^  '  '^'  wbft  %)fei^f  appe«i^d,  nmmm^i  to  the  groft  f<»fii  ef 
235894,792!.  But  he  alfo  ihewed,  from  the  example  «f 
th/^:l^  uriMTf  '9(^  well  fiflf  from  variouf  caleulatftOAe,  4Jiat 
ttieve  \i(wU  ftill  remain  tii  expeniie  which  could  not  9t 
|}i:e&nt  t>c  a^ertajined,.  which,  h  At  mod  oioderate  com- 
puititioni  wpuid  at  lesUt  aniQimt  to  nine  miUioo^  mom: 
4>  ^Mt  ihe  p^i^iliq  ^xptyafc  uttetyliog  the  AfliericaA  eo9- 
tcftj  hoiwev€T  fpaedtlyiind  happily  itm^t9ow  be  biovght 
,W  a  conclufioQ,  and  indiq>eiidwcof  M  other  cofi£iiig«st 
lofies,  w(o^u}4»  U  the  loi^^eft  ci^eiilatioi^  woiomiC  tO:  negr 
%jduvt^Mbdree  niUiom  -  ^ 

l^he  nuiifiiry  did  not  pretend  Ippontroveri U»  ^^13* 
lation^j  bttt  rejeiEted  hi«  telUi^tions  aa  highly  inei^edi'^ 
•ent,  tinpiMrlie^entiiry,  and  incapable. of  anfweriog  wj 
ufeful  purpofe.  It  was  equally  inexpedient  and  £ooli4l  to 
leipofe  the  national  infirmities  »nd  weaknefsf  and  Aat^ 
ioftead  o£i>roitiotiiig  the  purpofe  held  out  by  thp  t^^e 
dnke*  t^Q  p«bUiIluig  -of  £a^9  d^olaraiipc  of  w»dai^ 
VfOMbi  prodfKae  a  diteddy  coiilarary  efiei^,  a»d  tender  my 
plan  ^f  peaci^  that  ^onM  be  pvopofed,  infinitely  •more  dif- 
&c$3it  and  batpvdo9i«»  TbK^  jf  they  bad  fonfctn  ^  pi«r- 
jie4ie^9 10  w^cb  it  bad  been  intended io  diret^jthe leoaiink- 
4^,  they  irmbi  hare  oppofcd  its  formation  or%biiilly} 
4hejr  4^V9^  9iXt  km€  hintf  c0o«enMng  H»  final  dil^Mft, 
^nd, 'Concluded  Fitb  n:iovifl]g|  that  ibe  chairma*  flMfdd 
^eavie  the.obiiir^ 

iu^f^lfftbei^^fc  made  fn»i»y  ferese  ftriAwe^^i 
iheooiid«<Sof  adnuniftFation  s  b«K  they  w^fcaittend^ 
widino/belterAiftoeft  now  4ton«o  formed  oceafiooa^  The 
ynotion  for^  fcbUftrman'-e  l^wig  the  chair  wafi/c^rwd 
by  d($  to  98  9  alter,  wbkh^  tbe^efolatiom  iwerefdl  (p^aifyie 
by  the  pfetio«i$  queftion.  Hisigrdee  had  now  fefignedbis 
fliane  Qt  the  enquiry.  ^  the  duke  of  £olto»  .and  eitfiof 
]BrtftoI»  hi^ngi  be  faid,  gont  ^broiigb  thofe  fid^efiU  widi 

Feb.  2 J.  ^ijg^b  h|j  wps  ftioft  ooni«iprf9fit*'^n  <ftK5  a|th^f  ftbisawry, 
thorforniQririo^ved,  diat  tbef^rv^pr  of  xlKnWf  SmpM 
^tMnd  the  hobfe..T4>i»'W^s^of|K>fed  by  dieMtl4<&i«i- 
iwich'Onrtie  irf^atgr^iiM,  fef  ita  be^ng  ioetpftdiW0<rt»d 
ti&kfi^^«[tYi?>faitii^iciCormatii)R*M4b<Qf^^  il^M 
niver  bddbikt  o4e  .^pimofo,  be  fi^M>'iin*A^r«%eilVwbiich 
\  wae^  tbntiit  wo«ki  be  j^igb^y  in}pie^n$,^tfeiirti|it&  pre*- 
fcnt  veryfourifhing  ftate,  to  divulge  its  condition  ^iivbilC| 


mAit  aihcF  bani,  thifr^mmiking  tftate  of  tfae  natf  w^  CH  A  F« 
torerif'  dcsiecl  by  dve  lovd»^  in*  0]Bpofifti6ji»  and  ^reced^ittt   XVIL 
bnoBght  for  «thft  inquiry*  The  laotko  was  loft  ^y  a^  xBa|o  <■*    v*J' 

The  commitcce  bet»g  refsmed  en  <  die'  2d  of  Mnch^  stMarch  ^. 
ntw  ahsck-^8  madron  tfac  xnini&yy  by  the  fame  noUe- 
aaan^oit  the  gioimd  1^  tihe  irtifmanagesnenta.  coi||ihitte^ 
ia  tbs  cottdtt^  of  cmr  mvki  affiiini*  He  eondoded  a  loag 
fjpeech  oit diis/fobjci^i  with  a  itaringof  refoUitaonry ^rinicfat 
dhct*  addNitis  of  fafficient  btigth>  ^treretiM  neje^d'by  %■ 
ttajiyriay  of  64  tQ 'a6' 
.  Oil  chre  i^atb  of  Marob^  <  thef  bbioefi  wa»  ajpiin ^ofmned- 

bfthe  ea»l  of  Effifligfaazn^mrhb  attacked  the'  mioiArf  oA' ^'* 

the  profufion  and  want  of  economy  ptcvailitigm  the  tud^. 
rious  departments  of  ftate  j  to  prove  which,  he  had  al- 
ready piDCUted  an  iwrdet  fw  fwpsfs  and  dte  attendance  of 
wi£neues :  hut  though  admltunration  did  not  preti^nd  to 
eontrovert^^f  of  twel^i^HS^dg  laid'^di^r^  them  im  tlufr 
eecalio)!,  «t  qneftiott  the  authenticity  of  the  fadlii  they 
concluded  that  it  was  necefl&ry  to  oppofe  hi8  Vefolutions,^ 
aa  weU  ^  every  other  on  the  fubje^.  They  were  ther^ 
fete  iaM  fct  afide  by  the  previous  qoeflioji  ^  ttpon  which  he 
propofed  his  concluding  one,  which  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  35  to  1 7  ;  and  thu5  ended  the  inquiry  into  tb^ 
fttfte  of  the  nation  in  the  fa(mre  of  lords^ 

The  American  conciliatory  bills  p^ed  tJhrough  theQj^jj,gj.^j^^ 
kouib  0f  Jbrds  -with  very  little  apportion.  Many  confi-  cUiatory    ^ 
deredtiiemf  as  extremely  dilgracrful  to  Britain  :  atid  in-  biiU. 
deed  it  feemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  they  would 
HOtiaaWcFtli^  purpoiej^r  which  they  were  in^tended* 
The  eager  heRpe,  however,  of  attaining  the  great  point  in 
vic^,  flrt^dUea  all  other  confideratious,  and  prevented  any 
gceat  degiree  of  oppo£tion« 

The  dlfcttiTions  on  A»tef4ca«  affairs  wore  not  ended  by  on  allow. 
die  royal  ni^ffagc  concerning  £be  declaration  of  Prance  »ng  indc-^ 
in  fasourof  the  colonies.  Several  of  the  moft.rc{i>eaable  f^h^  co! 
iUGmhe^  in  ^^ppofition,  and  even  feme  of  ilie  oppofite  ionics. 
j^atty,  cotifidered  an  imtnediatc  acknowledgiiient  of  the 
iadepe«i4eircy  of  tfae  American^  zs,  not  only  the  vrifcft,  ^*^^^  '^* 
but  life  only  meafiire  iftow  #a  be  adopted,  and  «0^hich  vras 
Capable  of  extricating  us  without  ftill  greater  loffes,  out 
elourprefent  dashers  and  diiHcukies,  with  any  profpe£t 
of  advantage  from  oCir  ancient  colonies.  Their  indepen- 
dency they  faid,  wa«  not  only  already  eftabhihed,  but  had 
obtained  fuch  time  to  fix  and  feule  upon  its  foundvitions^ 
diat  it  appeared  trow  too  firm  to  be  fhaken  by  our  utmoft 
«ffort6,eveafuppofing  it  v^xrc  left,  without  any  foreign 
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CH  A  P.  fttpporty  merely  to  (he  exertioiis  of  ks  own:  internal 

XVII.    ftrength.  But,  in  that  fitnation,  to  forai  znj  hope  of  oar 

^^^■ir*-^  being  equal  to  ita  ovctthrow^  undfir  the  acknowledgment 

*778-     2n^i  lupport  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  was^  they  faidi,  an 

idea  only  fit  to  be  entertained  by  Bedlamites. 

On  tins  occafion,  lord  Chathtoi  made  his  laft  aad  moft 
afie£lxng  fpeech  iti  the  hotifeof  lords.  He  had  long  been 
a  prey  to  thofe  incurable  diforders  which  brought  him  to 
his  grave,  and,  at  this  time,  was  fo  exceedingly  weak, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmofl  difiiculty  he  could  be  brought 
into  the  houfe.  He  delivered  tus  fpeecli,  however,  with 
extraordinary  energy,  and,  ifi  the  moft  pathetic  manner, 
concluded  with  giving  his  hearty  negative  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  America** 

♦  "  My  IokU,"  fay*  he,"  the  tim^t  3^re  aUnniiig ;  the  ftate,  w,  Jacked, 

in  danger!  and  nothing  but  the  poor  condition  of  my  hea^lth  coitld  fi) 
long  have  pre vt  Sited  me  fr^jn  at  tending  tomid|jifj  in  parliament  at  tti* 
very  important  pcriofl.  But  advice  k  now  fa'hecelililrjr,  ihat  althou^ 
forely  prcfTeji  by  the  hpqd  of  infirmaty ,  I  ha^e  made  ftn. ciflbrt,  almoft 
beyond  my  cr ,:  ^  tiriioiij  to  come  dmva  to  the  Ijouft  to  give  my  hcfl:  ad^^ 
▼ice  to  your  '.ins,  and  locKprefs  my  indignation  at  the  pufiUani- 

moui,  tne  di. ,  .^Lcful  idea  of  giving  up  the  dependence  of  Anierkaoii 
the  fovercigntv  nl  Ej-itain.-  Ffcble  as  1  am j  I  rejoice  that  I  am  yet  alivci 
that  the  grave  lins  not  altogetlicr  dofcd  on  mc,  before  I  h^d  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  giving  my  vote  againfl  fo  impoKtic  a*m?fafure,"ats  th*  ackncnr- 
ledgment  of  the  independence  of  Amcriea. 

"  That  onr  public  affairs  have,  for  fomc  years  by-paft,bcen  fliame- 
fully  managed,  I  have  frequeijtly  endeavoured  to  convince  your  lord- 
ihlps ;  and  although  I  condemned  the  mcafures  which  have  for  fomc 
time  been  adapted  by  th«  majority  of  this  houfe,  yet  1  havebecA  alwayi 
againd  the  independence  of  America,  and  never  would  fuppott  mea* 
fures  carried  on  in  unrccanted  error;  but  after  a  full  recantation  of 
thcfe  erroneous  mcafures,  and  after  a  repeal  of  all  the  oppreffi  ve  a<5b,  it  ii 
the  duty  of  every  lover  of  his  country,  of  every  good  citizen,  to  take 
care,  while,  on  the  one  hand,  he  preferves  the  rigl^ts  and  privileges  of 
the  colonies,  he  docs  not,  on  the  other,  tarniOi  the  luflre  of  his  royal 
mafler*8  crown,  nor  fink  the  glory  of  the  Britifli  nation.  The  tendency 
and  plain  language  of  the  prefent  motion  is  to  difgrace  otir  ibVereign, 
and  to  bring  reproach  upon  us  as  a  natten.  It  is,  in  a  manner,  totally 
to  annihilate  this  once-great. empire.  I  chufe  to  fpeak  out  my  fcnti- 
ments,  even  though  there  may  be  danger  in  doing  fo.  I  always  haled 
Tcferve;  and  never  did  approve  of  halting  between  two  ophrioot, 
when  there  was  no  middle  path  to  ftecrwith  certainty.  The  perfidy  of 
France  ought  to  roufc  us,  and  make  us  drain  every  nerve,  open  every 
vciti,  to  prefcrvc  our  national  chara*5ler,  and  to  preferve  us  from 
being  fcoffcd  and  laughed  at  by  foreigners.  It  is  now  abfoTntely  tccef- 
fary  either  to  declare  for  peace  or  war ;  and  when  the  foroier  cannot  be 
prcferved  with  honour,  the  latter  ought  to  be  commenced  without  he- 
Ctation,  What  is  life  without  reputation  ?  And  does  that  perfon  defcrve 
the  nanve  of  ax«aff,ofan  En^hhman,  who  would  not  lay  down  bisliieto 
preferve  the  ancient  dignity  of  bis  country?  We  may  poffibly  fail  in  the 
attempt,  but  dill  let  us  make  an  effort,  one  united  effort,  to  prevent 
fuch  national  difgrace.  If  we  fall  in  the  attempt,  Europe  will  atleaflbe 
convinced,  that  we  had  as  much  virtue  left  as  to  fall  like  men. 

"  But, it  is  iaid,  we  ought  to  make  peace  with  America  on  any  terms, 
and  bring  home  our  troops  in  order  toprote(5l  ourfelves;  in  flxort, 
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The  dute  of  Richmond,  after  paffing  the  hfcheft  com-  CHAP, 
pliments  on  the  gteat  fuccefs  of  lord  Chatham  s  admini-    XVIL 
ftratioDi  appeakd  to  the  noble  lord  hitrifelf  if  fuch  fuc-  ^-^^v-^^ 
cedes  cottid  be  ilttained^  even  by  the  taletits  of  a  Chatham^      '778* 

>hat    we  ihould  altbW  t  fotdga   amliafikdor    infolently  to  tell  iu 
thsit  hit  nuifler  had  made  a  bargain  for  that   commerce  whkh  vru  cdr 
natural  right>  aud  entered  into  a  treaty  with  twr  onvm  fubjeds,  without 
fo  much  as  relenting  it'. — Merciful  God !  to  what  a  low  ebb  muft  this 
once  great  empire  be  now  reduced,  when  any  bf  her  fentton  (point- 
iag  to  the  duke  of  Richmond)  (sm  ratfe  up  his  heady  and  with  l  gravb 
jf&ce  openly  hold  forth  fuch^ timid,  fuch  daftardJy  councils?  This  never 
was  the  language  of  Britain,  and  never  fliall  be  mine — ^What !  can  it        ' 
be  polfihie  that  we  are  the  fame  people^  who  about  fixteen  years  ago 
^ere  the  envy  and  admiration  of  aU  the  world  ?  Is  not  this  England  ? — 
Is  not  this  the  feuate  of  Great  Britain  ?,And  can  we  forget  that  we  are 
Englifhmen  )  ^an  we  have  forgot  that  the  nation  has  (iood  the  Dauifh 
iirruptions-^-the  Scotch  inroad— the  Norman  conquefts — theSpanim 
j|l»aacU— '«»d  the  various  efibrts  of  the  Bourboa  comfMnas  ?  Of  ivhat 
then  are  we  afraid  i  Why  are  we  blinded  by  defpair  ?  Why  ihould  we 
fit  down  in  igpomiaioi^^npostfiA.  j  il  \  ^\*\  Tiiif<fia|f  dmgfacc,  fav  to  France. 
*^  take  from  urj«4faf  you  will ;  tsCe  all  we  have  ;  but  (to>^r1y,  let  us  li^e  and 
die  io  peAC<S^     Shame  upon  fuch  difgraceful,  fuch  pitiful  cqyn^ls.l    My  God  { 
Uow  are  mt  altered  !  What  can  have  occaiioned  fo  fodden  an  alteration  ?  Is  the 
king  fti^ithe  fame?  1  hope  he  Is;  but  I  fear  there  is  fometh^g  in  the  dark, 
6>me^i|^  rotten  near  him;  fomething  lurking  between  himXnd  his  people; 
^kich  has  thus  dlf membered  his  empire^  and  tarniflied  his  glory.  But  I  trull  that 
we  ilill  havc.rclburces,  ftill  have  cour<9ge  to  punifti  the  perfidy  of  France.  Whj 
then  (hauld  <(^enowslveupall^  ftit^that»  tod,  without  a  l^ow ;  without  an  at- 
tempt to  refent  the  in^l^  offered  to  us  ?  Ifl'ratjce  and  Sg^in  are  for  war,  why 
net  try  an  iflue  with  ihem  )  For»  I  ?gain  fayijif  wf  (houl^falp  in  the  attempt^ 
let  us  fall  decently ;  syid'if  yire  cannot  live  w'iih.iionour,*le)t.us  die  like  men. 
Heaven  forbid  that  wc'fljoHld  be  pcrmitfcd.  to  lite  one  da^^or  tKd  puipofe  of 
making  fcourgcsfor«ir5w^  backs!     ;X     ***.'*'        ^    '\^ 
.    "  At  prefcn't  toannot  point  out  trie  itieans  for  canning  on  the  war ; 
but  I  with  to  WcaVt  t.Q  y^qur  lot Jfliijis  remeniliratice,  t%c  extent  and  re- 
venue of  thecrowrt  wWu  king  Georg^  111.  came  to  take  poflcffion  of 
it.  Your  lordAfps  wHi  thefl1>e  fatisficd,  that  the  iitt^yrial  fefourceS  of 
lilt  kingdom. .are great.  But  I  do  deny,  (pqviting  to  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland) th^;  your  lordriiips,fuppOfing  you  were  fo  puiillanimous,  have 
any  right  to  vote  away  the  inhctitance  *f  thirteen  :Ameri<an  province j 
from  ui£  rt>yal  family.  I  revere  the    defcend;(nt8  of  thfe  bbdy  of  the 
princefs  Sophia,  and  befors  \  agree  to  the  prefent  motion,  I  will  have 
ihc  prince  ij'^  iVales,  the  biHiop  of  Ofnaburg,   and  the  other  rifin^ 
hopes  of  the-  royal  blood,  brought  down  to  this  houfe,  to  give  their 
coafent  to  giV$pg.up  what  thpy  have  a  legal  aud  naturJl  right  to  expert 
JO  pk>frefs,  Fc^bf^  and  flutteitd  as  I  am,  yet  fo  long  as  1  have  ftrength 
ibraife  myfelf  on  myjcrutchtsv^folongas  lean  lift  my  hand,  or  utter 
afyliable/l  :^ill  vott;  Rjaii^'ithe  g,iving  up  the  dependence  of  America 
on  the  fovereignty  of  ,  Orf at-Britain.  Eveii  if  I  flu>uld  ftand  fiDgle,  I 
will,  to  the  laft  mome:at  of  tiiy  eiiftence,  vote  againft  a  raeafure/o  dif- 
honourable  to  my  codritry^  "F'rom  niy  bad  ftatc  of  health,  1  ani  fenfible 
ihat  my  abilities  arenptndw  fuch  as  to  infure  fuccefs  even  to  the  heft 
toncerted  meafures  ;but  Tlliall  always  be  ready,  when  hiWcd  upon,  to 
give  an  honeft  advice  to  ray  beloved  fovcreign. 

*♦  r  wage  war  with  lio  fet  of  men,  nor  do  1  wilh  to  get  ffito  any  of  their  cto.-. 
ploymcnts.  I  think  die  king  has  ^  right  to  chuf6  his  own  fcrvanls ;  but  if  they 
fliall  betray  the  trult  rcp'ofed  in  them,  I  (lult  always  be  for  an  inquiry  into  their 
toodu^ ;  and,  if  they  are  found  guilty,  1  hope  there  is  ftill  fpirii  cnqugh  in  thq; 
««ion  to  bring  mvnilfters  to  condign  punifhmcnt*  I  truft  in  Cc^ft^  however,  ih^t 
hismajefty  will  be  dlrcvled  to  make  a  proper  choice  of  his  (brYunts.  Theie  n^<« 
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CHAP,  unaffifted  by  ctrcumftancea.  Could  he  obtain  conqoeft 
XVII.    without  means,  without  an  army,  without  a  navy,  with- 

Vi^^v^^^  out  money,  without  a  revenue,  without  credit  ?  He  bcg- 
1778,  ged  leave  to  recall  to  the  noble  lord's  memory,  that,  when 
he  was  called  to  the  management  of  afiairs,  the  empire 
was  in  a  flourtihing  ftate ;  the  finances  were  delivered  to 
him  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  improvement  to  which  the 
abilities  of  a  Pclham  could  raife  them.  The  national  debt 
was  feventy  millions  lefs  when  he  came  to  the  helm  than 
when  he  left  it.  Ooukl  any  analogy  be  •deduced  from  thefe 
times  to  die  prefent  ?  America  was  then  with  us  ;  £he 
is  now  agaiaft  us.  Our  commerce  was  then  extended 
and  profitsrtile;  we  have  fince  loft  the  moft  pro>fitabie 
branches  of  our  trade.  The  African  trade  was  diminifiied 
t, 400,000].  a  year.  Our  merchant  fliips  were  now  de* 
ftroyed  by  thote  who  then  proteded  aod  employed  them. 
We' have  loft  flitpping  to  xh^  vnlue  of  i^dcojCTCol  In  the 
/  conteft  witb^iiMrtRi^  had  been  proved  at  ih:ir  lord- 
fliips  bar.  Tl^efe  were  circumftancfs  unknown  i  11  other 
rimes,  an4rtftiuired  new  me:ifures.  The  br^vcft  princes, 
and  the  pr^pideft  ftates,  have  been  obliged  to  tc mgorizc, 
and  fubmitto  circumftancfg ;  and  this  was  a  moment  for 
us  to  imitate  them.  Butj  in  f^Ct,  wlivvt  wv^s  the  ilio eking 
humiliation  ?'^cknowl€(^rre  the  independence  of  Ame* 
riGa,and  yoii'l^ve  no  funiier  4]uarrel  with  France.  And 
what  was  the  mighty  difference  between  dependence  and 
independence  ?  It  wa^*;qdarrel  about  t^ords,  a  mere  dif- 
ference o^founcfs  :  Fcttr,  if  we  gave  up  taxation,  if  wc  gave 
up  the  appdjntmentt  of  governors,  alid  other  officers  in 
the  provinceyif  we  did  not  inSft-oii  ke^pbg  up  a  (land- 
ing army  there,  they  would  only  ftand  bot|[nd  to  us  by 
inclination  arid  intereft,  and  the  names  ol dependence  and 
independence  could  onlyhe  defcriptive  of  the  fame  connec- 
tion. He  might  be  called  daftardly  and  pufHlanimous, 
for  advififtg  peace  ;  but  he  would  fhew  his  eourage,  by 
perfifting  in  the  fame  plan,  iti  fpite  of  fucH  painful  and 
undeferved  appellations  •,  and  he  held  himfelf  amply  jufti- 

vet  was  »  kip^  who  ftood  more  in  need  of  honeftianit  able  minifters.  But  I  feel 
my  conftitutlon  fails  me.  1  am  always  much  indebted  to  your  Iord(hip8  for  your 
indulgence.  Ifmy  health  would  permit,  if  my  frail  C9fca(e  could  be  fupported,  I 
could  fpeak  forever  on  this  fubjeit),  when  the  dignityof  my  king,  and  the  honour 
of  my  country  are  at  ftake.  The  good  of  the  nation  is  my  fole  ambition,  and  al- 
though 1  doearneftly  pray  for  an  honourable  peace,  yet  I  hope  never  to  live  fa 
long  as  to  fee  fueh  di(§race  brought  on  tKe  kingdom  as  muft  arife  from  a  peace 
produced  by  pufillanimous  counfels,  which^ny  peace  with  America,  as  inde- 
pendent ftates,  muft  be.  1  feel  my  mind  a^ted  at  the  thoughts  of  it.  My  foul 
revolts.  It  fpums  at  the  idea  of  American  independency.;  and  therefore  I  will, 

on  every  occafioo,  give  it  a  negative," Here  his  lonifliip's  fpeech  was  cut 

Aort  by  extreme  weaknefs. 
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£ed  in  wiihhig  to  fave  his  country,  bf  recommending  a  CHAP, 
pacification  on  any  terms,  when  (o  great  a  man  as  lord    XVlJU 
Chatham  had  publicly  declared,  he  did  not  know  the;  C/V>J 
means  of  faving  it  by  making  war.  The.  xnioifters  who     i778« 
had  advifed  the  violent  meafures  agaiiift  America,  were 
the  perfoos  who  had  difinherited  the  prinoe  of  Wales  and 
the  bifliop  of  Ofnaburg^  and  not  thofe  who  recommended 
a  falutary  acquiefcencc  under  the  loiSss  which  they  had 
rendered  inevitable,  and  which  mud  increafe  by  refiftance* 
Lord  Chatham  rofe  to  reply*;  but,  after  two  or  three 
•  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  (land,  ifcll  down  in  a  fwoen  on 
his  feat,  where  he  was  afTiited  by  the  dukfi^f  Cumber- 
hmd,  die  earls  Temple,  Stamford,  &c.  After  being  co»» 
veyedout  of  the  houfe,  he  £eemed  to  recover  a  little,  but 
continued  in  ^  languifhing  condition  tiU  the  nth  of  May,  May  n. 
when  he  expired  at  his  feat  at  Hayes,  near  Kenfington.p**^**  *°^ 
After  his  d;4Ui  i>i«#>gtiCg  *ftattftK«|(|ped  to  make  ^'"J^J^'' ^^^ 
amends,. Vjr  the  honours  they  then  paid  to  his  memory,  lord  Chat. 
for  th^'negleft  with  which  he  had  been  tre^^ed  during****^* 
the  latter  part  of  his  life.  His  death  was  announced  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  late  the  fame  evening,  by  colonel 
Barre,  who,  after  a  ihort.eulogium  on  the  deceafed,  and 
taking  a  flight  (ketch  of  the  obligations  which  the  nation 
owed  to  his  public  virtues  and  fervices,  moved  for  an  ad^* 
drefs  to  his  majefty  for  direfliohs  '<  that  the  remains  of 
William  Pitt,  earl  of  Chatha«,*«be  interred  at  the  public 
cxpenfe."  The  motion  was  feconded  by  Mr,  Towpfendj 
and  feemed  to  receive  a  very  general  approbation.. 

Notwithftanding  the  vaft  effufions  of  forrow  and  gra- 
titude now  poured  forth,  it  was,  however,  well  known, 
that,  for  fome  time  pail,  lord  Chatham  had  been  fo  un- 
gracious at  court,  that  it  was  not  even  thought  proper  fre- 
quently to  mention  his  name  there.  A  gentleman,  (Mr. 
Rigby)  at  that  time  high  in  office,  endeavoured,  therefore, 
to  get  rid  of  the  motbn  by  a  propofal,  which,  without 
conveying  the  ungracious  and  unpopular  idea  of  diredlly 
oppofing  the  honour  intended  to  the  deceafed,  would,  if 
adopted,  tend  greatly  to  leflen  ^ts  effcA.  His  propofal  was, 
to  ereft  a  monument  to  his  lordQiip's  memory,  which, 
he  could  not  help  thinking,  would  be  a  more  eligible  as 
well  as  a  more  lafting  teftimony  of  the  public  gratitude, 
than  merely  to  defray  his  funeral  expenfes.  This  propo- 
fal, however,  produced  an  efFeft  direftly  contrary  to  what 
was  intended.  The  oppofition  received  it  with  joy  5  but, 
inftead  of  the  fubftitution  propofed,  they  joined  it  to  the 
original  motion,  in  the  fdlowing  words :  **  And  that  a 
monument  be  eredted  in  the  Collegiate  Church  of  St. 


414  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  Peter,  Weftminfteri  to  the  memory  of  that  great  and  ex- 

XVn.     cellent  ftatefman,  with  an  infcription  expreflive  of  the 

(/VXJ  fentiments  of  the  people  on  fo  great  and  irreparable  a  lofs ; 

'77S.       and  to  afliire  his  majefty  that  this  houfe  will  make  good 

the  expenfe." 

Lord  John  Cavendiih  arofe,  and  faid,  he  hoped  that 
Yirtue  ikould  nor,  in  this  inftance,  be  merely  its  own  re- 
ward ;  but  that  the  gratitude  of  the  public  to  lord  Chat- 
ham's family,  ii^rhom  he  had  left  deftitute  of  all  faitable 
proyifion,  fliould  be  the  means  of  exciting  an  emulation 
in  thofe  yet  unborn  to  copy  fuch  an  example. 

The  minifter  fell  in  with  thefe  meafures  in  a  manner 
that  did  him  honour ;  and  the  whole  houfe  feemed  to 
participate  of  a  general  pleafure  in  the  approbation  of 
them.  In  confe(}ucnce  of  a  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Town- 
fliend,  a  bill  was  brought  in  and  pafled,  by  which  an  aiuiu* 
ity  of  4000I.  ^yciir,  payable  out  of  flae  civil-lifl  revenue, 
was  for  ever  let  tied  on  thofe  heirs  of  the  late  earl,  on 
whom  the.eariciom  of  Chatham  may  defcend  :  and  this 
was  foUowfki  by  a  grant  of  2o,oooL  from  the  compons, 
for  the  difcnaf  ge  of  the  late  earl's  debts. 

Though  all' this  was  paiTed  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
without  any  altercation,  or  without  a  (ingle  difientient 
Toice  upon  any  one  propofition,  it  was  otherwife  in  the 
houfe  of  lords.  A  motion  made  by  the  earl  of  Shelbume, 
that  the  houfe  fliould  attend  his  funeral,  was  dire&ly  op- 
pofed,  and  the  motion  loft  by  the  majority  of  one.  The 
bill  for  ^ejttling  an  annuity  on  his  defcendants  was  like- 
wife  vigorouily  oppofed  by  a  few  lords;  however,  it  car- 
iried,  by  a  majority  of  42  to  1 1  %  , 

•  A  protcft  was  entered  by  the  duke  of  Chandos,  the  lord  chan- 
eellor,  the  archbifhoppf  York,'  and  lord  Paget. — '*  Bccaufc,"  faid  they, 
**  v/c  cannot  agree  to  fbch  an  unwarrantable  lavifliing  away  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  groans  under  a  heavy  load  of 
debts,  and  is  engaged  in  a  dangerous  and  expenfive  war* 

"  Bccaufe  we  fear  that  this  adt  may  in  time  be  made  ufe  of  as  a  pre- 
cedent fbrfa(5lious  purpofcs,  and  for  the  enriching  of  private' families 
at  the  public  expenfe.- * 


C    415    1 


CHAPTER    XVIIL 


itat^  <f  affairs  in  America French  King's  letters  tp 

Congrefs PfbeeeHngs  of  the  Cimfrngfaners Earl 

of  Car^Jle  challenged  by  Fayette General  Howe  fuc- 

ceeded  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton Battle  of  Freehold 

General  Lee  difgraced French  feet  under  UEfaing 

arrives Attempt  on  Rhode-Ifand Expedition  of 

the  Briti/b  againf  Egg^Harbour  and  Wyoming and 

of  the  Americans  againft  Illinois ^  the  Tories  on  Sufquehan-^ 

na^  and  the  Six    Indian  Nations Georgia  reduced  by 

Campbell  and  Prevof — Attempt  of  Prevofi  on  Charlef 

ion Afhe  defeated — -^'Northern  Colonies — UEfaing 

leaves  Bofon — Vaughan^s  expedition  againf    Virginia — 

Americans  furprife     Stoney-Point Fail  at    Paulus 

Hook Defeated  at  Penohfc^t. 


^WT^  fliall  now  take  leave  of  the  parliament  of  Great-  CHAP, 
yy     Britain,  in  order  to  follow  the  commiffioners    XVIIL 
acro&  the  Atlantic,  where  they  found  matters  in  fuch  a    \^,^-y^^ 
ftate  as  would  have  required  more  addrefs  to  conciliate       ^^^g 
them,  than  perhaps  ever  fell  to  the  fliare  of  any  five  per-  state  of  af- 
fonsin  this  world.  It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  fairs  in 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  was,  that     °^^"^^v 
the  troops  (hould  have  a  fafe  paflage  from  Bofton  back  to 
their  own  country,  on  condition  of  not  ferving  in  North- 
America  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  It  is  eafy  to 
fee,  that  however  well  the  performance  of  this  article  on 
tthc  part  of  congrefs  might  accord  with  that  fyftem  of 
fairnefs,  equity,  and  good  faith,  fo  neceflary  to  be  ob- 
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CHAP.  fcrvcdi»  new  ftates,   it  would  be  equally  contrary  to 
XVIII.    whait  is  reckoned  found  policyi  and  the  principles  bjr 

(,^'V"\J  v^hich  every  ftatc  endeavours  to  fupport  itfclf.  To  have 
1778.      fcnt  over  to  Britain  fuch  a  number  of  foldiers,   whencp 
they  might  inftantly  have  been  replaced  by  others, appear- 
ed to   congrefs   exceedingly   improper,   if  any    means 
could  be  fallen  upon  to  prevent  it.  Thefe  were  according- 
ly fought  after  with  eagcrnefs,  at  the  fame  time  that  every 
method  was  taken  to  prcier?e  the  neceflary  appearance  of 
equity  and  juftice.  Here,  indeed,  it  feems  to  have  been 
particularly  unlucky,  at  lead  in  point  of  time,  that  a  re- 
quifition  for  a  little  deviation  from  fome  of  the  terms  of 
the  convention  had  been  made  by  the  Britifli.commaD- 
ders  themfelves.  This  was  for  the  embarkation  of  the 
conventioij-troops  either  at  the  Sound,  near  New- York, 
or  at  Rhode-Illand,  inRead  of  Lofton,  which  had  been 
mentioned  in  t^e  convention*    In  confi^quence  of  its  be- 
ing expeded  that  this  requeft  would  have  been  complied 
with,  the  tranfports  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops  had 
affembled  aft  Rhode-Ifland.  'The  congrefs,  howevA",  not 
only  rcfufed  to  comply  with  this  requifition,^  bfix  pre- 
tended that  the  meafure  was  propofed  merely  to  affojd 
an  opportunity  to  the  convention- troops  to  join  their 

r  fellows  at  New- York,  apd  continue  to  aft  in  America. 

;  Great  xromplaints  were  made  in  the  mean  time  by  the, 

Britifh^  officers  near  Bofton,  of  the  badnefs  of  the  quart 
ters  with  which  they  had '  been  provided ;  and  general 
Burgoyne  having  made  fome  ftrong  expoftulations  on 
thiy  fubjcft,  and  the  detention  pf  the  troops,  his  words 
were  wrcfted  by  congrefs  to  a  declaration,  that  the  con- 
vention had  been  broken  on  their  part,  and  confequently 
that  the  general  muft  confide^  himfelf  at  liberty  to  att 
as  he  thought  proper,  as  foon  as  he  was  got  without  the 
limits  of  the  American  powe^.  On  this  and  fqme  other 
frivolous  pretences,  fuch  as  that  the  foldiers  had  no^  de- 
livered up  their  cartouch-boxeis^  the  congrefs  publifticd 
a  refolution  on  the  8th  ef  January,  1778,  from  which 
they  could  never  be  induced  to  recede,  that  the  embar- 
kation of  general  Burgoyne  and  his  army  (hould  be  fuf- 
pended  until  a  difiindt  and  explicit  ratification  of  the 
treaty  at  Saratoga  ftiould  be  formally  notified  to  them  by 
the  court  of  Great-Britain. 

Apnl  About  the  middle  of  April,  governor  Tryon  at  New- 

York  received  the  rough  draught  of  the  conciliatory  bills, 
and  ufed  every  method  he  could  think  of  to  difperfe  them 
among  the  revolted  colonifts.  As  the  congrefs  had  al- 
ready made  a  rcfolve  not  to  treat  with  Great* Britain,  ex- 
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cept  oti  the  footing  of  independence,  this  mode  of  circu*  CHAP. 
^^Jating  the  bills  was  confidcred  as  an  infidious  attempt  to   XVill. 
'^divide  the  people  ;  and  the  congrcfs,  to  fliew  their  con-  C^VXJ 
\  tempt  of  it,  catifcd  them  to  be  publifhjd  in  the  newfpa-      ^778. 
^  pers,  with  fuitabk  remarks  and  refolutions. 
■Jl       In  the  beginning  of  May,  Mr.  Silas  Deane  arrived  nt  May, 
'^  Yorktown   in  Virginia,    where  the   congreTs  had   fat  * 
^  fince  the  lofs  of  Phihdclphia,  with  the  French  treaty. 
■  ^  He  had  been  conveyed  from  France  in  a  royal  frigate  of 
'  28  guns,  appointed  for  the  pmrpofe  }  apd  brought  with 
"^  him,  for  ratification  by  the  congrefa,  -copies  of  the  two 
'-  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce ;  the  latcer  having  been 
^  concluded  on  the  30th  of  January,  and  the  former  on  the 
^  6th  of  February  this  year.    Th<?  joy  and  exultation  of  the 
Americans  on  this  occafion  was  extreme.  A  gazette  was 
'^  inftantly-publiihed,  in  which,  befides  a  general  ffumrmary 
'  of  the  information  that  had  been  received,  fome  of  the 
imoft  flattering  articles  of  the  treat;eS|  wltR  the  comments 
f  of  congrefi  upon  them,  were  exhibited  to  the  people,  in 
'  which  the  extraordinary  equity,  generofity,  and  unparsr^ 
-  ielled  honour  of  the  French  king  were  cxtoUed  in  the 
higheft  degree.    They  feemed  alfo  to  count  upon  Spain 
as  already  a  virtual  party  to  the  alliance,  and  the  naval 
I  force  of  both  nations  as  united  in  their  caufe,  boafting 
;  much  likewife  of  the  friendly  dlfpofition  of  the  other  Eu- 
"  ropean  powers,  fetting  them  forth  as  almoft  all  viewing 

America  with  an  eye  of  friend fliip. 
'       It  was  not,  however,  until  the  month  of  Auguft  that 
;  the  congrefs  had  the  pleafure  of  formally  giving  audi- 
1  ence  to  a  French  ambaflador  and  plenipotentiary,  named 
M.  Gerard. — Within  the  bar  of  the  houfc  the  congrefs 
formed  a  femicircle  on  each  fide  of  the  prefident  and  the 
miniftcr,  the  prefident  fitting  at  one  extremity  of  the 
circle,  at  a  table  upon  a  platform  elevated  by  two  fleps, 
the  minifter  fitting  at  the  opjX)fite  extremity  in  an  arm- 
chair, upon  the  fame  level  with  the  Congrefs.  The  door 
of  the  congrefs  chamber  being  thrown  open  below  the 
bar,  above  200  gentlemen  were  admitted.  Z^' 

At  this  audience  a  letter  *  from  his  mod  chriftian  ma- 

•  The  letter  was  in  the  followlri^  worcjs. 
**  Fj;ry  Dajr  Great  FrUnJs  an  J  Allies  t 

**  T\ic  trratiet  which  wc  have  iigned  with  you,  in  confequeiice  ofthe 
prapofah  yout  commiifioDers  maie  toui  in  your  behalf,  arc  a  certain 
aiTurance  of  our  affet^ibn  for  the  Uaifad  ;$t«uc8  in  general,  and  for  rach 
of  them  in  parucular,  as  well  as  of  the  iutcred  wc  take  in  their  happi- 
ncfg  and  ptafpcrity.  It  is  to  convince  you  raore  particularly  of  thi-^, 
^hat  wc  have  uomUuted  the  Sieur  Gerard,  fecrctary  of  our  council  ''f 
ftatc,  tor«Cdc  among  you  *n  q.iMity  of  our  minifter  plenipotentiary. 
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C  H  A  P.jefty  was  delivered  by  the  fecrctary  of  the  Sieur  Gerard 

XVIIL  to  the  prefident  of  congrefs,  and  read ;  acquainting  them 

Ui  ^^^i*  u  of  his  having  figned  the  treaties  with  America,  and  af« 

X778.     Turing  them  of  his  afiediion  and  friendfhip.  This  was 

Stt£'^*lct.  followed  by  a  fpeech  from  the  Sieur  Gerard,  in  which 

ter  to  the    among  other  things  he  informs  them,  that  his  majefty 

-congrcit.    had  haftened  to  fend  a  powerful  affiftance,  in  order  to 

eftablifh  their  independence.  To  this  fpeech  a  fuitabk 

anfwer  was  returned  by  Henry  Laurens,  efq ;  prefident 

of  Congrefs,  in  which  he  complimented  his  moft  chrif- 

tian  majefty  on  his  wifdom  and  magnanimity,  and  hoped 

the  affiftance  he  had  fo  generouily  fent,  would  bring 

Great-Britain  to  a  fenfe  of  her  duty,  and  promote  the 

common  interefts  of  France  and  America. 

Though  this  audience  had  not  been  given  until  after 
the  arrival  of  the  Britifli  commiffioners,  yet  as  the  treaties 
with  France  had  been  abfolutely  and  finally  concluded 
long  before,  wfc  may  eafily  lee  how  little  hope  the  court 
of  Britain  could  reafonably  entertain  that  the  Americans 
would  now  relinquiOi  their  independence,  for  wl^ch  they 
had  fo  long  and  fuccefsfully  contended.  From  tho  letters 
indeed  between  the  reverend  Mr.  Dnche,  chaplain  tof 
congrcfsi  and  general  Wafliington,  it  appears,  that  even 
before  thefe  treaties  were  completed,  and  while  matters 
ftill  remained  very  doubtful  with  regard  to  the  event  of 
the  war,  it  was  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  America,  that 
their  independence  could  not  be  given  up  on  any  terms 
«rhatever.  The  reafons  adduced  for  this  by  general  Wafli- 
ington in  his  letter,  were  fuch  as  might  naturally  have 
•occurred  to  any  perfon  who  would  give  himfelf  the  trou- 
ble of  reafoning  on  the  fubjeft  j  but  in  Britain  there 
feemed  to  prevail  fome  kind  of  infatuation,  as  it  might  be 
called,  with  regard  to  the  inclination  of  the  Americans 
to  lubmit  to  Britain.  Indeed,  this  perfuafion  feems  to  have 
been  the  true  origin  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  attended 
the  Britifli  arms  throughout  this  ill-fated  war.  Had  the 
miniftry  been  apprized  of  the  real  forces  neceflary  to  have 
fubjugated  the  colonies,  it  is  moft  probable  that  they 

¥L€  isihcbcttcr  acquainted  with  «iir  fentiments  toward  vou, and  the  more? 
•capable  of  teflifying  the  fame  to  you,  as  he  was  intruftcd  on  our  part 
lo  ncgociate  with  your  commiflionere,  and  figned  with  them  the  trea- 
ties which  cement  our  union.  We  pray  you  to  give  full  credit  to  a!l  hd 
fliall  communicate  to  you  from  us,  more  cfpecially  when  hefiiaH  aflUre 
you  of  our  affctSlion  aod  conftant  friendfhip  for  ym?,  Wc  pray  Ooi>, 
Very  Dear  Great  Frienda  and  AUie>,  to  hare  you  in  his  iioly  keeping. 

Your  Good  Frie&d  and  Ally, 
•      ^  LOUIS, 

FerfailUs^  %^tb  March,  tf7B^ 

GraVXEX.  DE   VcROEKNtS. 
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Neould  not  have  perfifted  in  their  defign  of  conqueft,  but  CH  AP^ 
made  thofe  oiFers  in  time  which  they  now  fo  difgracefully  XVIII, . 
held  out,  after  the  independence  of  the  colonies  had  been  u.— y—  ^ 
guaranteed  by  the  greateft  power  in  Europe,  and  when      ^778. 
they  could  not  but  expedl  them  to  be  refufed  with  con- 
tempt, as  they  afterwards  experienced. 

With  thefe  inaufpicious  p? rfuafions,  the  commifEoners 
fet  fail  on  the  21ft  of  April,  the  very  day  before  the  con-  April  ai. 
grefs  had  finally,  refolved  not  only  to  treat  on  no  other  .^'^^^j^f^hc 
terms  than  independency,  but  to  hold  as  enemies  to  their  commif- 
country  any  perfon  who  prefumed  to  treat  with  then)  pri-  fionew  ia 
vately.  They  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  June,  and  ^jun^^J* 
inftantly  fet  about  the  bufinefs  of  their  commiffion,  by 
making,  when  too  late,  thofe  concefiions,  that,  at  a  for- 
mer feafon,  would  have  faved  the  Britifli  empire  from  a 
moft  deflruftive  Var.  A  letter,  with  the  late  a£ts  of  par- 
liament, a  copy  of  their  commiffion,  and  fome  other  pa- 
pers, were  difpatched  to  congrefs ;  but  their  fecretary, 
Dr.  Adam  Fergufon,  profeflbr  of  moral  philofophy  iii 
Edinburgh,  who  was  intended  to  convey  the  papers,  and 
to  f  nter  into  a  negociation  with  congrefs,  being  refufed 
a  pafTport,  they  were  obliged  to  convey  them  by  common 
means.  In  thefe  papers,  they  offered  to  confent  to  an  im- 
it^ediate  ceflation  of  arms  by  fea  and  land — to  reftore  a 
free  intercourfe,  and  renew  the  common  benefits  of  na* 
turalization  through  the  feveral  parts  of  the  empire-^-tO 
extend  every  freedom  to  trade  that  the  interefts  of  both 
fides  could  require-— to  agree,  that  no  military  force  (hould 
be  kept  up  in  the   different  flates   of  North- America,, 
without  the  confent  of  the  general  congrefs,  or  of  the 
particular  affemblies — to  concur  in  meafures  calculated 
to  difchargc  the  debts  of  America,  and  to  raife  the  cre- 
dit and  value  of  the  paper  circulation — to  perpetuate  the 
common  union  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent  or 
agents  from  the  different  dates,  who  fliould  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  parliament  of  Great-Bri- 
tain ;  or,  if  fent  from  Great- Britain,  to  have  in  that  cafe  a 
feat  and  voice  in  the  afTemblies  of  the  different  flates  to. 
which  they  might  be  deputed  refpeftively,  in  order  to  at- . 
tend  to  the  feveral  intercfls  of  thofe  by  whom  they  were 
(Jeputed — in.fhort,  to  eflablifh  the  power  of  the  refpeftive 
legiflaturcs  in  each  particular  ilate,  to  fettle  its  revenue,  its 
civil  and  military  eflablifhment,  and  to  cxercife  a  perfefl:        ,. 
freedom  of  legiflation  and  internal  government ;  fo  that 
the  Britifh  flates  throughout  North- America,  a£ling  with 
Great-Britain  in  peace  or  war,  under  one  common  fove- 
reign,  ijiight  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  pri- 
VoL.  V.  H  3 
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CH  AP.vilcgcthat  was  Ihort  of  a  total  reparation  of  intereft,  or 
XVIIL  confiftent  with  that  union  of  force  on  which  the  fafety 
^•VNJ  of  the  common  religion  and  liberty  depends. 
^?7^j.         Thefe  papers  produced  confiderable   debates  for  fix 
icrTfml'w  ^X^ 5  ^"^  ^^^  anfwer  returned  at  laft  by  Henry  Laurens^ 
rcfufed  by  prefident  of  the  congrefs,  was  altogether  unfavourable. — 
congrcft.     Xhey  obferved  to  the  commifiioners,  that  the  afts  of  the 
Britifh  parliament,  the  commiiTion  from  their  fovereign, 
and  their  letter,  fuppofcd  the  people  of  thofe  ftates  to  be 
fuhjeBs  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain,  and  were  founded 
on  the  idea  of  dependence^  which  was  totally  inadmiilible. 
They  informed  them,  that  notwithftanding  the  unjuft 
claims  from  which  the  war  originated,  and  the  favage 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  condufted,  they  would  be 
ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
and  commerce,  not  inconfiftent  with  treaties  already  fub- 
fifting,  when  the  king  of  Great-Britain  fhould  demon- 
ftrate  a  finceredifpofition  for  that  purpofe  \  but  the  only 
folid  proof  of  that  difpofition  would  be  an  explicit  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  thofe  ftates,  or  the 
withdrawing  of  his  fleets  and  armies. 

The  congrefs,  at  the  fame  time,  ifTued  an  unanimous 
approbation  of  general  Wafhington's  conduft,  in  refuflng 
a  paflport  to  Dr.  Fergufon  ;  and  although  as  a  body  they 
did  not  enter  into  any  litigation  with  tte  commiiRoners 
on  the  general  fubjeft  of  their  miffion,  yet  fome  of  their 
members,  particularly  Mr.  Drayton,  one  of  the  delegates 
for  South-Carolina,  and  others,  perhaps  not  officially 
connefted  with  them,  entered  the  lifts  of  controverfy  in 
the  public  papers  with  no  fmall  degree  of  animofity.  For, 
as  the  commiffioners  carried  along  with  them  the  idea 
that  "  the  bulk  of  the  Americans  were  well  affefted  to 
the  Britifh  government,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
remainder  were  only  held  in  a  ftatc  of  delufion  by  the 
congrefs,"  they  accordingly,  upon  this  failure  of  negocia- 
tion,  direcled  their  publications  in  the  manner  of  appeals 
to  the  people  at  large  ;  feeming  thereby,  in  fome  degree, 
to  realize  the  charge  fo  frequently  made,  that  their  only 
objed  was,  under  the  appearance  of  reconciliation,  to 
produce  either  a  feparaiion  among  the  colonies,  or  excite 
the  people  to  tumults  again  ft  their  refpe<£bive  govern- 
"^  menis.  And  as  the  congrefs  not  only  permitted,  but  af- 

fefted  to  forward  the  publication  of  all  matters  upon  the 
fubjeft,  fo  the  writers-  juft  mentioned  undertook  to  ob- 
viate any  effe^  which  thofe  iflued  by  the  commiffioners 
might  have  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large. 
Such  a  peremptory  denial  to  their  fir  ft  offers  of  accom- 
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modatlon  not  only  proved  very  mortkFying  to  the  com-  CHAP. 
ixiKIloners,  but  excited  their  refentment  in  no  fmail  de-  XVIII. 
gree.  In  their  attempts  to  treat  with  the  people  at  large,  {^/^Y\J 
governor  Johnftone  diftinguiihed  himfelf  beyond  all  the      ^77^- 
other  commiilionerS}  and  drew  upon  him,  of  confequence,  ^^^t^J^' 
a  greater  (hare  of  the  refentment  of  congrefs.  They  accu-  vain  to 
fed  him  as  a  fpy,  whofc  only  view  was  to  fow  dilFention  treat  with 
among  them;  nay,  who  had  attempted  to  bribe  Jofeph ^'^jJJ^P*^ 
Read,  Efq  ;  Robert  Morris,  Efq  j  alfo  George  Wa(hing- 
ton^  Efq ;  and  preGdent  Laurens^  to  defert  the  caufe  of 
their  country,  and  betray  it  to  the  Britifli  j  abfolutely  re- 
fufing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  have  any  conne£kion  with 
him  as  a  commiffionen    This  produced  a  reply  from  the 
reft  of  the  commiiTioners,  in  which  they  charged  the  con- 
grefs with  break^ing  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  with 
inhumanity  in  prolonging  the  war,  when  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  putting  a  ftop  to  it ;  of  deluding  the  peo- 
ple, &c.  In  another  manifefto,  they  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  the  offers  of  France  had  been  made  only  in  confe- 
quen^  of  the  declaration  of  lord  North,  that  he  was  to 
propofe  a  conciliatory  plan  with  regard  to  the  Colonies, 
which  was  as  far  back  as  the  month  of  November,  1777  i 
and  confequcntly,  that  the  Americans  ought  t^  accept  of 
their  offers,  rather  than  adhere  to  their  treaty  with  France, 
whofe  offers  had  commenced  only  on  the  1 6th  of  De- 
cember. 

It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  that  reafonings  of  this  kind, 
could  have  very  little  weight  with  the  Americans.  The  Ear! of 
confequences  therefore  were  exactly  what  had  been  pre-  Carlisle 
di£led.  Inftead  of  fucceeding  in  their  commiffion,  they  chaUcngcd 
found  themfelves  every  where  treated  with  ridicule  and  nfarqui*  dc 
contempt ;  nay,  the   marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  young  la  Faytue. 
French  nobleman,  who,  from- mere  entliufiafm  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  had  joined  the  Americans,  fent  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  earl  of  Carlifle  on  account  of  fome  expreflions 
he  had  made  ufe  of  to  the  prejudice,  as  he  conceived^  of 
the  French  nation.    Though  the  challenge  was  treated 
with  the  contempt  it  merited,  it  ferved  to  fhew  the  very 
hoftile  difpofition  which  reigned  throughout  the  whole 
continent  with  regard  to  Britain,  and  how  very  little 
hope  of  fuccefs  temained.    Finding,  therefore,  that  no- 
thing could  Be  accomplifhed,  they  put  a  conclufion  to 
their  treaty,  by  a  manifcfto,  dated  Oftober  3d,  1778,  and 
addreffed  to  the  congrefs,  the  general  afTemblies  or  con-* 
ventions  of  the  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces,  and 
,  the  free  inhabitants  of  every  rank  and  denomination.     In 
this,  after  once  mate  holding  forth  the  blcffings  they  wer«. 
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CHAP,  empowered  to  confer,  the  great  advantages  the  Americans 
XVIII.  would  find  in  a  re-union  with  Britain,  and  the  danger 

u  -y^-    t  of  a  conne£):ion  with  France,  they  concluded  with  warn- 
V7i'     ing  them  of  the  calamities  in  which  they  would  inevita- 
bly involve  themfelvesby  perfifting  in  their  oppofitionto 
Great- Britain,  and  affuring  them  that  their  independence 
never  would  be  acknov/ledged  by  the  mother  country. 

This  manifefto  was  quickly  anfwcrcd  by  another  from 
congrefs,  in  which  they  contrafted  the  behaviour  of  Bri- 
tain in  the  mod  difadvantageoxis  manner  with  their  own. 

It  would  fwell  this  work  to  an  enormous  fize,  were  we 
to  enter  minutely  into  this  paper  war  :  We  (hall,  there- 
fore, now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  thofe  more  feri- 
ous  operations  which  the  arrival  of  the  cpmmiffioners  had 
fcarce  interrupted  i 
Succcfsful       i"  the  beginning  of  the  year,  fome  fuccefef ul  predatory 

expedition  incurfions  had  been  made  into  the  Jerfeys,  and  on  the 

°'^(h^^  ®""  banks  of  the  Delaware,  by  which  the  Americans  fuftamcd 
a  prodigious  iofs,  befides  the  defeat  of  a  party  of  (bidiers 
by  colonel  Abercrombie,  in  which  great  numbers  of  the 
provincials  were  killed  and  wounded.  Towards  the  end 
of  May,  fome  expeditions  from  Rhode- Ifland  were  con- 
dufted  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  undoubtedly  muft  have  con- 
tributed greatly  to  fruftrate  that  little  exp'eftation  of  peace, 
which  the  ill-advifed  proceedings  at  home  had  rendered, 
almoft  totally  defperate.  Ships,  boats,  houfes,  places  of 
worlhip,  ftores  of  all  forts,  of  whatever  nature,  whether 
^public  or  private,  in  a  word,  every  thing  ufeful  to  man, 
that  was  liable  to  the  a£):ion  of  fire,  was  in  fome  placed 
confumed. 

On  the  Rhode-Ifland  fide,  a  lefs  fevere  mode  of  opera- 
tion was  pra£lifed,  namely,  the  carrying  off  the  peaceable 
and  defencelefs  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  detaining 
them  as  prifoners  of  war,  until  they  fhould  at  fome  time 
or  other  be  exchanged  for  an  equal  number  of  foldiers 
taken  on  their  fide  in  arms.  Of  this  the  American  gene- 
ral having  made  a  complaint,  it  was  replied,  that  by  the 
laws  of  America,  every  inhabitant  from  fixteen  and  fixty 
yrzs  liable  to  be  called  on  to  take  up  arms,  and  was  there- 
fore to  be  confidered  at  ajl  times,  and  treated  as  a  foldier. 
it  could  be  no  injuftice  therefore  to  carry  off,  and  detain 
as  prifoners  of  war,  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  ta- 
kcn,whether  armed  or  not,  to  be   exchanged  for  fol- 

Ccn.  Howe  diers  or  failors. 

rcfigns  the      In  the  beginning  of  May,  fir  Henry  CHnton  took  upon 

^^  fi^H.^   him  the  command  of  the  army,  in  place  of  general  Howe, 
on/    who  now  returned  to  England.  The  defign  of  evacuating' 
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Philadelphia  was  put  in  execution  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  CHAP, 
on  which  day  the  whole  Britifli  army  pafled  the  Delaware  XVIII. 
without  interruption.  The  American  general  being   in«  ^  ■"v— *^ 
formed  of  the  intended  eracuation,  had  fent  out  a  Itrong     '/7^. 
detachment  with  orders  to  interrupt  their  match  as  much  j^q^  |g^ 
as  poffible.  This  detachment,  howevor,  not  being  able  to 
cope  with  the  whole  Britilh  force,  could  do  nothing  but 
break  down  the  bridges,  after  abandoning  a  ftrong  poft 
they  had  occupied,  with  a  view  to  difpute  the  paffage  of 
the  enemy.  The  troops,  therefore,  purfued  their  march 
for  fome   time  without  any  interruption  from  the  Ame- 
Tic;ins,  though  greatly  encumbered  with  a  vaft  quantity 
of  baggage,  the  number  of  loaded  horfes  and  wheel- car* 
riages  being  fo  great,  as  to  occupy  a  line  of  twelve  miles 
in  length,  though  in  this  were  included  the  provifions 
neceiTary  for  their  whole  retreat,   and  which  could  not 
have  been  procured  in  a  country  fo  extremely  inimical  to 
the  Britifli  caufe.  The  march  was  exceedingly  retarded 
by  the  heat  of  the  weather,  which  at   that  time  wajj  ex* 
ceffive,  the  clofenefs  of  the  narrow  roads  through  the 
woods,  and  the  conftant  labour  of  renewing  or  repairing 
bridges,  in  a  country  every  where  in terfeftcd  with  crocks 
and  mnrfliy  brooks. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  generals  Wafhington  and  Leo, 
with  a  very  confiderable  force,  watched  the  motions  of 
the  Britifh  army,  eagerly  waiting  for  an  opportunity  oF 
attacking  them  to  advantage.    The  evident  diflicuky  of 
paffing  the   Rariton,  induced  fir  Henry  Clinton  to  avoid 
the  ftraight  road  to  Staten-Ifland,  and  to  direft  his  courfe 
towards  the  fea^coaft,  in  order  to  reach  Sandy- Ho*k.  0:\ 
difcovering  this  defign,   the  American  commander  dif- 
patched  fome  bodies  of  chofen  troops  under  the  general 
condufb  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  harafs  the  ene- 
my in  their  march,  himfelf  following,   with  the  whole 
force,  at  a  proper  diftance.  On  the  near  approach  of  the 
van  of  the  one  army  to  the  rear  of  the  other,  general  Lee 
was  difpatched  with  two  brigades  to  reinforce,  and  take 
the  command  of  the  advanced  corps,  which,  according  to 
Wafhington's  account,  amounted  to  5000  men.  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  now  judging  from  the  number  of  the  enemy's 
light  troops  which  hovered.on  his  rear,  that  the  main  bo- 
dy was  at  no  great  diftance,  placed  the  baggage  under  the 
care  of  general  Knyphaufen,  who  led  the  iiril  column  of 
the  army.  .The  other,  which  covered  the  line  of  march* 
and  which  was  compofed  of  moffc  excellent  troops,  now 
remained  free  for  aftion,  and  was  under  the  immediate 
infpeftion  of  fir  Henry  himfdf. 
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CHAP.      On  the  morning  of  the  aSth  of  June,  general  Knyp» 
XVIII."  haufcn,  with  the  carriages,  began  to  move  at  day-break, 

Ui    y     ^  directing  their  courfe  towards  Middle-Town,  a  place 
X778-     diftant  about  ten  or  twelve  miles,  in  a  high  and  ftrong 

F*"h  M     ^^^'^^'y*  The  fecond  divifion,  under  the  commander  in 

Jane  as.'    chief,  continued  for  fomc  hours  longer  on  their  ground, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freehold,  both  to  cover  the  line 
of  march,  and  to  afford  tinle  for  the  carriages  to  get  on 
their  way.  About  eight  o'clock,  fome  parties  of  the  ene- 
my, which  haraffed  their  Uft  flank  from  the  woods,  were 
engaged  and  difperfed  by  the  light  troops ;  but  as  the 
rear-guard  defcended  into  a  valley  about  three  miles  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth,  feveral  columns  of  the  enemy 
appeared  likewife  dcfcending  into  the  plain,  who  began 
a  cannonade  about  ten  o'clock }  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
enemy  were  difcovcrcd  marching  in  great  force  on  both 
flanks.  Sir  Henry,  now  judging  that  the  enemy*s  princi- 
pal defign  was  on  the  baggage,  immediately  concluded, 
that  the  only  way  to  favc  it  would  be  to  make  a  vigourous. 
attack  on  that  body  which  incommoded  his  rear^  and 
which  would  oblige  them  to  call  in  the  flanking  detach- 
ments to  their  affiftance.    Having,  therefore,  recalled  a 
brigade  of  Britifli  infantry,  and  the  1 7th  regiment  of  light 
dragoons  from  Knyphaufen's  divifion,  he  direfted  them 
to  take  fuch  a  pofition  as  would  efFeftually  cover  his  right 
flank,  where  he  was  mod  jealous  of  the  eniwny's  defign. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  queen's  light  dragoons  had,  with 
their  ufual  fpirit,  attacked  and  routed  the  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  under  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  driven  them 
back  in  confufion  on  their  own  infantry.    The  general 
then  took  meafures  for  attacking  the  enemy  on  the  plain ; 
but  before  this  could  be  accompliflied,  they  uflexpeflcd- 
]y  fell  back,  and  took  a  ftrong  pofition  on  fome  adjacent 
high  grounds. 

Though  the  troops  were  already  greatly  fatigued  by 
reafon  of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  which  even  in  that  ful- 
try  climate  was  uncommonly  intenfe,  the  Britifh  grena- 
diers attacked  the  enemy  with  fuch  fpirit,  that  their  firft 
line  foon  gave  way.  The  fecond  line  behaved  much  bet- 
ter, and  refifted  a  fierce  attack  with  great  obftinacy,  until 
being  at  length  compelled  to  give  way,  they  took  a  third 
pofition  with  fo  much  judgment,  that  any  attack  feemed 
almoft  imprafticable,  their  front  being  well  covered  by  a 
marfiiy  hollow.  Difpofitions,  however,  were  made  for 
diflcHi^iiig  them,  and  their  left  flank  had  been  already 
turned  for  this  purpofe  ;  but  the  army  were  now  fo  great- 
ly overpowered  with  fatigue,  that  it  was  thought  expedi- 
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^nt  to  delay  any  further  operations  at  that  time ;  cfpcci-  CHAP. 
ally  as  the  general  was  now  confident  that  the  purpofe  of  XVIIL 
the  a£lion  was  gained,  and  the  baggage  in  perfeft  fafety,  ^"■— y— ^ 
His  judgment,  indeed,  in  this  cafe,  appeared  very  confpi*     '^7^* 
cuous  ;  for  two  brigades  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  had 
aftually  made  the  attempt,  but  were  repulfed  at  the  firft 
x)nfet  ;   after  which,  the  engagement  in  the  plain  inftant- 
iy  commencing,  they  were  recalled  to  aflift  in  the  do- 
fence  of  the  main  body. 

Though,  from  the  account  juft  now  given,  this  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  kind  of  drawn  battle,  or  rather  to 
the  difadvantagc  of  the  Americans,  the  latter  nevcrthelcfs 
pretended  that  the  victory  belonged  to  them  j  nay,  ac- 
cording to  their  account  of  the  matter,  the  engagement 
would  have  been  decifive  in  their  favour,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  mifconduft  and  difobedience  of  general  Lee. 

From  thefe  difcordant  accounts,  it  is  difficult,  indeed, 
impoflible,  to  colleft  the  real  truth.  By  the  confequences, 
it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  very  little  was  gained  on  ei- 
ther fide.  Both  parties,  however,  feem  to  have  exerted 
themfelvcs  to  the  utmoft,  as,  by  the  Britlfti  accounts,  it  ap- 
pears that  fifty-nine  of  their  foldicrs  died  of  mere  fatigue, 
without  any  wound  ;  and  the  like  happened  to  feveral  of 
the  American  foldiers,notwithftanding  their  be  ingfo  much 
accuflomed  to  the  climate.    With  regard  to  thofc  killed 
and  wounded  at  this  time,  we  are  no  lefs  at  a  lofs  than  as 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  battle.    If  we  may  believe  the 
ga2ette  accounts,  the  lofs  of  thsBritifti  in  killed  and  mif- 
ing  amounted  only  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and 
th«  wounded  to  one  hundred  and  feventy  ;  whereas,  gene- 
ral Wafhington  fays,  in  his  account  of  the  affair  to  con- 
grefs,  that  two  hundred  and  forty-  five  Brilifli  were  buried  * 

on  the  field  of  battle,  befides  others  whom  they  themfelvcs 
had  buried. 

The  behaviour  of  general  Lee  was  highly  refented  by  q^^^  j^^ 
the  commander  in  chief,  who,  it  is  faid,  made  ufe  of  fome  difjjraccd, 
very  harfh  expreffions  to  the  former  in  the  face  of  the 
whole  army.  Thefe  amounted  toa  charge  of  difobedience 
to  carders,  want  of  conduft,  or  want  of  courage.  He  was 
put  under  arrcft  that  very  night  on  -which  the  aftion  hap- 
pened, and  wrote  two  paffionate  letters  to  Wafhington, 
to  which  he  received  an  anfvverthe  fame  night.  A  court 
martial  was  held  on  his  conduft  in  the  beginning  of  July, 
•  which,  after  fix  weeks,,  found  liim  guilcy  of  difobedience 
and  difrefptft  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  fentenced 
him  to  be  fiifpended  from  any  command  in  the  Ameri- 
can army  for  a  twelve-month. 
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CHAP.  The  Britifh  army  now  purfued  their  march,  without 
XVIII.  any  interruption,  to  Sandy  Hook,  which  at  this  time  hap- 

^"v*"  -^  pcncd  to  be  entirely  feparated  from  the  continent  by  a 
177^'  voiknt  breach  of  the  fca.  This  might  have  proved  of  fatal 
confequence  at  the  prefent  criiis^  had  not  the  arrival  of^ 
the  fleet,  with  the  extraordinary  efforts  of  the  feamen» 
and  fkill  of  the  commander,  removed  the  impediment.  A 
bridge  of  boats  was  conftrufted  with  fuch  expedition,  that 

Tulv  ?  ^^  whole  army  pafled  over  this  channel  on  the  5  th  of 
July,  whence  they  were  afterwards  fafely  conveyed  to 
New- York,  thus  happily  efcaping  the  danger  with  which. 
they  were  threatened  from  a  new  enemy  who  had  now 
appeared  on  the  coafts.  of  America. 

French  From  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  tranfadions  between  the 

flctt  under  court  of  France  and  congrefs,  it  appears,  that  the  former 

d  LOaiDg,  j^^ J  ^^^^  unufually  fincere  in  their  profeffions  of  fricnd- 
(hip.  A  powerful  fleet,  with  a  coniiderable  body  of  land 
forces  on  board,  commanded  by  the  count  d'Eftaing,  had 
been  fent  from  France,  and  appeared  on  the  coaft  of  Vir- 
ginia the  very  day  on  which  the  Briti(h  army  had  paffcd 
the  bridge  at  Sandy  Hook.  Had  this  commander  met 
with  the  tranfports  either  in  the  Delaware,  or  on  the  paf- 
fage  from  thence,  loaded  and  encumbered  as  they  werc^ 
and  convoyed  only  by  two  fhips  of  the  line  andfome  fri- 
gates, they  muft  have  been  undoubtedly  taken ;  and  the 
army  ihut  up  on  one  fide  by  that  under  general  Wafliing- 
ton,  and  on  the  other  by  the  French  fleet,  could  by  no 
means  have  profecuted  its  way  to  New- York,  but  muft 
undoubtedly  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  The  dan- 
ger would  fcarce  have  been  lefs,  had  he  direded  his  courfe 
immediately  to  New- York,  inftead  of  the  Chefapeak  ; 
but,  as  the  great  objedl  of  his  cnterprize  was  the  furprife 
of  the  fleet,  and  inclofure  of  the  army  at  j^hiladelphia, 
all  dangers  were  luppily  efcaped  by  their  timely  remo- 
val. 

July  tu  On  the  i  ith  of  July,  d'Eftaing,  with  his  whole  force, 

arrived  fuddenly  in  fight  of  the  Britifli  fleet  at  Sandy 
Hook.  He  had  under  his  command  twelve  (hips  of  the 
line,  and  three  large  frigates.  Of  the  former,  one  carried 
90,  another  8,  and  fix  carried  74  guns  each,  and  the 
fquadron  was  faid  to  have  no  fewer  than  1 1,000  men  on 
board.  On  the  other  fide,  the  fleet  under  lord  Howe  con- 
fided of  no  more  than  fix  fhips  of  64  guns  each,  three 
of  fifty,  and  two  of  40  guns.  They  had  alfo  been  fo  long 
in  fervice,  that  many  of  the  fliips  of  the  line  were  ex- 
ceedingly out  of  repair,  fo  that  they  could  by  no  means 
b&  fuppofed  adequate  to  an  engagement   with  fuch  a 
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t>afMrf ttl  fleet  a» that  wbkh  fMMT  op^4  ilkem.  Hie  Si%-  C  H  A  R 
tifli  adaiital,  howeiper^  hsid  Ihe  adtaata^e  of  bring  in  po<^   XVlG^. 
feffion  €>f  tke  liafbottf  of  Sand^  Bobk,  ink>  which  it  was ^***ir^'^ 
esped^d  that  dTEftaing  would  hvfc  attempted  to  force  his     '7/^ 
wary  » though  fome  have  doubted  whc Aer  it  would  have 
been  ^aftkable  for  {hips  ol  fuch  a  £e»fce  to  have  eAte¥di 
that  harbour.  On  the  pstf t  of  the  Brkiih  connnande^s-, 
every  difpofition  was  made  that  eonfummate  miikary 
ikili  cotttd  f^geft,  lor  notwithftanding  the  formidable 
|>owiet  iiriiich  threatened  to  aflail  them  $  but  d'Eftaing, 
not  dmfing  to  ri&  fuch  a  defperate  enga^ment  as  mirfE 
neeefiariiy  be  the  confequeaee  of  a»  attack,  having  eonti^ 
mned  qmedy  to  h>ok  at  them  for  ele^n  daj8>  at  laft  failed 
arway,  to  the  great  fatisfaAion  of  every  one  concerned. 

During  the  time  that  the  French  c^Mnmander  remain^ 
cd,  the  moft  eager  hopes  were  entertained  of  die  arrival 
of  a  fquadron  from  BHtaif^  under  the  command  of  admi* 
rat  By«fOA.  Fortunatelyi  however,  none  of  the  Ihips  ap^ 
peaprd  while  d'Eftaing  remained  on  the  coaft.  The  fqiiai- 
droiir  is  faid  Uk  have' been  very  ill  equip^d  and  manned, 
and  in  that  ftace  ie  met  with  weathei^  uiiufiially  bad  (of 
dM  (e^SotUffo  thAt  many  of  the  ftips  at  hft  arrived  fingly, 
»Ad  in  a  vevy  flK^ered  eofiditiofi)  af  Sandy  Hook,  wlucit 
reinforcetnem,  howevev,  was  »  matter  of  very  great  joy  to 
every  one  ia  the  Seet,  being  looked  upoit  as  a  piece 
cf  good  fortune,  fcarccly  inferior  to  their  original  efcape 
fiMA<rEftaiiig. 

The  excellent  fcheme  for  the  fuiprife  and  capture  of  unfucccfs- 
the  Biitifli  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  laid  by  the  French  mi-  ^"^i"^P* 
niftry,  having  thus  failed  through  unavoidaUe  accidents,,  jjj^^^j^ 
it  was  refelved  tajnoke  an  attempt  on  Rhode-Ifland.  Foi^ 
this^purpofe  d'Eftaing  had  left  Sandy  Hbok,  and  for  the 
£une  purpofe  general  SuUivan  aflembled  a  body  of  troops 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frovidence,  with  a  view  to  in- 
vade the  i(l«ind  from  the  continent,  while  the  French 
fl^ei  was  to  enter  the  harbour  of  Newport,  near  its  foti** 
them  extremity,  and  after  deftroying  the  (hipping  by  ^ 
powerful afiaul ton  the  wofks^ facing  the  fea,  to  place  the 
Briti&  forces  between  two  fires.  On  that  fide,  however, 
every  precaution  which  the  military  art eould  furnifli  was 
t;)ken,  in  order  to  obviate  the  very  great  danger  in  which 
they  were.  The  commanding  officer,  genend  Pigot,  alfo 
received  a  reinforcement  of  five  battalions^  his  trpopal 
were  in  excellent  fpirits  j  and  at  laft*  the  fotxre  deftincd  to 
ad  bgnnft  themj  was  found  lefs  confiderable  than  had  at 
firft  been  apprehended* — Genera4  Sullivan^  however, 
having  coUe^ed  about  10,000  men>  of  whom  one  half  at 
Vol.  V,  I  3 
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C HAP. Icaft  ware. voldiijtetrs from  Nifw^Englaxid  and  Cotkne£kU 
XVIII.  cut,  psitkd  over  into  the  -  ifland  op  the  8th  of  Aoguft^ 
</VX^  whtn  the  French; fleet  alfo  entered  the  harboiu^  cannona- 
1177^*  ding  the  batteries  as  they  paflc^d  along*  and  receiving  their 
Auguft  8.  u^g  .vdthout  any  material  cflFeft.on  either  fide.  Their  en- 
traneev  however,  obliged  the  Brtiifh  commanders  to  born 
three  frigates,  and  fink  two  others.  r 
-  Lord  Howe  no  fopner  received  advice  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  Rhode-Ifland,  than  he  haftened  to  i^ 
relief,  though  his  fquadron  was  ftill  confiderably  inferior 
to  that  of  the  enemy.  But  die  utmoft  expedition  hacottld 
life,  would  not  have  prevented  the  French  fleet  from  en« 
tering  the  :  harbour  before  his  arrival  $  and  the  refult  of 
his  commtmication  with  general  Pigot  was,  that  in  the 
prefent^circumftances:  he  could  aflTord  no  eflential  aid. 
The  bad  conduft  of  d'Eftaing,  however,  foon  altered  the 
Cace  of  affairs.  The  wind  no  fooner  fhifted,  than,  as  if  he 
bad  forgot  that  his  defign  was  to;  reduce  the  British  forces 
in  Rhodelfland,  not*  fight  their  fleet,  he 'abandoned  the 
harbour,  and  failed  out  to  attack  them.  The  engagement 
was  prevented  by  a  violent^temp<:ft,  in  which  both  fleets 
fuflered  extremely,i.  but  the  French  much  more  than  the 
^ngliih.;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  d'Eftsdng 
WjIS  obliged  to  return  to  Bofton  to  refit  his  (hips,  leaving 
general  Sullivan  to  carry  on  the  entci^rize  againft  Rliode 
Ifland  as  he  thought  proper.,     -     j       .• 

The  lofs  Tuftained  by  the  French  fleet  was  fo  confider- 
able, « that  feme  of  their  capital  flitps'were  in  the  utmoft 
r  d^gerof  being  taken.  D'Eftaing's  own  ihip,  tht  Lao- 

*'  gaedoc,  of  90  guns,  having  loft  all  her  mails,  was  ni^et 

in  that  condition  by  the  Renown  of  50  guns,  captain 
pawfon,  who  engaged  her  with  fuch  fury,  that  nothing 
but  the  approach  of  night  f  prevented  the  admiral  from 
becpming  a  prize  ;  nor  could  (he  poflibly  have  efcaped 
next  morning,  had  not  fix  French  men  of  war  made  their 
appearance  at  that  time,  which. obliged  the  Englilh  cap* 
tain  to  (heer  off. — ^The  Tonnant  of  80  guns,  with  only 
her  main-maft  ftanding,  was.  about  the  fame  time  enga- 
gctf  by  another  50  gun  fliip,  and  efcaped  in  the  very  fame 
way,  night  having  put  an  end  to  the  engagement,  and  the 
appearance  of  part  of  the  French  fleet  preventing  its  re- 
newal next  day.— The  moft  remarkable  aflion,  however, 
was  betwixt  the  Ifis  of  50,  captain  Raynor,  and  the  Cx- 
far,  of  74  guns  ;  both  of  which  had  entirely  efc.^ed  the 
effeflspf  the  tempeft.  Betwixt  thefe  two  adefperate  and 
fbfe  engagement^  within  piftol  fhot,  was  maintained  fat 
an  hour  and  a  half;  at  th«  end  of  which  time^  the  Ifis 
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had  obtained  fuch a  hiamfeft  fupendrity  that  the  French^  CH  AP;^ 
man  was  glad  to  put  before,  the  wind^  in  order  toefcape  'XVill. 
from  fo  furious  an  advcrfafy.  The  Ifis,  however,  .had  tXVV> 
ftt£fered  fo  much  in  her  fails  and  rigging  as  to  be  inc2q>a-     ^77^* 
bic  of  purfuit;  ...-'.' 

In  the. meantime,  the  extreme  badnefs  of  the'^^eather 
prevented  general  Sullivan  for  fome  days  from  bringing 
forward  his  artillery  and  ftores,  and  of  courfe  retarded  the 
piogrefs  of  his  army.  On  the  17th  of  Auguft,  howeverj  Augufl  17,, 
lie  began  his  operations  ;  but  as  the  Britifli  had  greatly 
ftreqgthened  themfelves  by  additional  works,  they  were 
now  undet  very  little  apprehenfion  from  the  efforts  of  the 
Americans,  who,  on  their  part,  complained  loudly  of  the 
fcandalous  defertion  of  their  ally,  from  whom  fo  niuch 
had  been  expected.  So  imprafiicable  did  their  en terprize  1 

now  appear  to  the  befiegers  themfelves,  that  Sullivan  was 
foon  deferted  by  the  greater  part  of  his  army,  conGfting 
of  the  New  England  and  Conne£kicut  volunteers ;  fo  that, 
being  left  with  a  force  inferior  in  number;  to  thofe  he  was 
befieging,  nothing  was  left  but  to  think  of  a  retreat.  This 
be  condu£ted  in  fuch  a  mafterly. manner. ax to.obtain  de» 
fervedly  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  j  for. though. he' was  moft 
vigourouily  purfued,  and  repeatedly  attacked  by  the  Bri- 
tifii  forces,  wherever  an  opportunity  occurred,  he  found 
means  to  pafs  his  army  over  to  the  continent  wi^out  any 
conCderable  lofs. '  Nor  was  his  good-  fortune  inferior  to 
his  conduct;  as  fir  Henry  Clinton  arrived  at  Rhode 
Ifland  iidmediately  after  his  departure  with  fuch  a  force 
as  muft  have  decided  the  fate  of  the  American  army,  had 
they  been  there  at  that  time.  -         :     u; 

The  fame  day  that  Sullivan  abandoned  .Rhode-Ifland^ 
lord  Howe  entered  the  bay  of  Bofton,  where,  to  his  great 
mortification,  he  found  d'Eftaing  already  arrived,  an4fo 
effedlually  prote£ied  by  batteries  in  Nantuket  Road,  that 
it  was  utterly  impdifible  to  attack  him  with  any  profpe£l; 
of  fuccefs ;  on  which  he  proceeded  for  Rhpde-Ifland }  bftit 
finding  that  place  already  out  of  danger,  he  returned  to 
New- York,  where  he  refigned  the  qommand  of  the  fleet 
to  admiral  Gamber,  and;  returned  to  England. 

In  the  mean  time,  fir  HenryClinton, who  had,embarked  Succcfsfut 
with  4000  Hfco^s  for  Rhode-Idand,  had  two  other  objedis  expedition 
in  view  bcfidcs  the  relief  of  that  place :  the  one  was,  to  y^^^^^ 
cut  off  Sullivan's  retreat  from  thence :  the  other,  to  attack    ^    . 
the  Americans  in  their  head  quarters  and  principal  pla^e 
of  arms  at  Providenc?.  Thefe  deligns,^  however,  being 
fruftrated  by  the  timely  retreat  of  Sullivan,  major  genetjil 
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• 

CHAP.  Gray  ivrat  di^ttdied  on  an  expedition  to  the  eaftward, 
XVni.  in  order  to  deftroy  £»aie  nefts  gE  privateers  abounding  in 
U  i»^»— >  ^  die  rircrt  and  creeks  adjoining  to  Buzzard's  Bay,  in  that 
1^79*     part  of  New  England  called  the  Piymoudi  Colony  $  and 
wbichy  from  their  vicinity  to  Rhode  liland  and  the  Sound, 
proved  very  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  New- York  and 
jLiong  Ifland.:^— This  fervice  was  very  efic£lually  performed. 
About  icventy  £iil  of  (hippingi  beudes  a  number  of  fmall' 
crafti  were   deftcoycd,   together  with  the   magazines, 
wharfSf  ftores,  waiehoufes,  ropewaiks,  and  vefleb  on  the 
flocks,  on  both  fidca  of  Acuihinat  river. — ^From  whence 
they  proceeded  to  the  ifland  called  Martha's  Vineyard^ 
where  having  eoUeded  10,000  (beep,  and  loooi^n,  they 
resumed  to  Ncw-Tork,  literally  laden  wtlfpoU. 
Expedition      Encouraged  by  this  fucceist  fir  Henry  proje&ed  another 
againft  Egg  cKpedition.  It  was  againft  Egg  harbour  on  the  Jerfey 
barbour.    ^^1^^^  where  the  enemy  had  a  number  of  privateers,  and 
^ome  very  confideraUe  (alt*works.-<-*The  attention  of  the 
ilLMiericaos  was  drawn  away  from  the  object  of  this  en* 
terprife  by  fome  mafteriy  difpofitions,  and  movements, 
by  which  a  great  part  of  me  Jerfeys  were  laid  open  to  the 
Britifli  forces  under  Comwaiiis  and  Knyphaufen^  wldle 
general  Wafhington^s  army  was  at  that  time  divided  ia 
focfa  a  manner  that  it  could  not  have  been  aflemUed  in 
ten  days,  and  even  that  not  without  hazard  of  bringing 
on  a  general  engagement  on  very  difadvantageous  terms 
on  his  part.  The  etptdition  was  condtt£led  with  more 
.fiificeis  than  humanity  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli.  A  re* 
giment  of  light  horfe,  raifisd  a  fliort  time  before  in 
Virginia,  and  known  by  the  name  of 'Baylor's  or  Mrs. 
.  Wafhington'fi  regiment,  were  furprtfed  naked  and  afleep 
in  feme  bams  where  they  lodged,  and  in  that  condition 
put  to  the  fword,  inftead  of  being  made  prtfoners.  A  fimt- 
lar  difafter  happened  to  another  body  called  Pula&i's  re- 
giment, iprho,  from  their  unaccountable  carekflhefs  in  not 
placing  proper  guards,  were  likewife  furprifed  in  the 
hottfes  where  they  lay,  and  their  light  horfe  ahnoft  en- 
tirely cut  to  pieces.  Only  five  prifoners  were  taken  \  a$ 
an  excufe  for  which,  the  Britifli  officer  (Captain  Fergufon) 
obferved,  in  his  account  of  the  afiair,  that  ^  as  it  was  a 
njgh^attack,  little  quarter  could  be  given."  A  further  ex- 
ci^fe  was,  that  Pula&i  had  ordered  no  quarter  to  be  given 
to  the  Bxitifli  foldiers.  This  expedition  to  Little  Egg  har- 
bour anfwered  the  purpoie-of  deftroying  foine  of  the  ene- 
my's privateers,  as  well  as  Britifli  prises  which  could  not 
be  brought  off. 
^  ^  But  hovrever  reprehenfible  the  condu<fi  of  the  Brieiih 
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shid  Heffiaois  might  lisniv  bcfn  in  the  mode  of  treating  CHAP, 
their  opponents,  -«<  afaoye  mentioned,  their  &verittes  were   XVIII* 
far   exceeded   by  thofe  of  their  alMes,  the  Indians  and  ^^""v^ 
American  refugees.  As  leaders  in  thcfc  fcenes  of  de-      •7^- 
ftmdion,  the  names  of  colonel  Butler  and  Brandt  mnft  ^/w y.  \* 
itand  configned  to  peipctnai  infamy.   The  former  had  oming. 
been  an  Indian  agent  in  the  wars  on  the  Canada  fide,  and 
had  great  influence  with  feme  of  the  northern  Indians  ; 
the  other  was  an  half  Indian  by  blood,  and  pofiefled  the  (e^ 
rociey  and  cmelty  natural  to  thefe  farages,  joined  to  a  def* 
perste  •courage)  which  is  not  one  of  their  charaderifiics* 
It  is  eafy  to  conceive  howmiferable  the  fituatioo  oTtbofe 
poor  wretches  rouft  be  who  fell  into  their  hands,  where 
no  fubmiflion  could  procure  mercy,  nor  any  condition^ 
age  or  fex,  allay  their  fury* 

'  in  their  courfe  of  deftrudionythemin  of  the  fine  feule* 
ment  of  Wyoming  w^s  particularly  aflS^Aing,  as  well  as 
detrimental  to  the  caufe  of  die  Americans.  That  diftri£t» 
fitoated  on  the  eaftem  branch  of  the  Sufquehanna,  though 
naturally  fceming  to  belong  to  Petinfylraniai  had  been  poe<^ 
jj^led  by  a  numerous  colony  fromConnedHctit.  This,  how'^ 
eT^,wfls  fomuchrefentedbythe^Pennfylvantai;is,  thatafter 
^uch  altercation,  It  became  the  caufe  of  a£iuai  war  be«- 
•tween  the  two  colonies,  which  was  not  terminated  until 
the  conteft  with  the  mother-country  obliged  both  parties 
CO  fufpend  their  hoftilities.  It  confifted  of  eight  townihips,  ^ 
each  containing  a  fquareor  fi^e  miles,  beautifully  fitua* 
ted  on  both  fides  of  the  rifer.  The  climate  was  mUd,  and 
the  foil  iuxuriandy  fertile  $  erery  perfon  pofiefled  an  abun* 
dance,  the  fruit  oT  moderate  labour  and  induftry,  where  no 
man  was  very  rich,  noc  very  great  \  fo  that,  on  the  whole^ 
diis  fettlement  exhibited  fuch  a  picture  of  primeval  hap- 
pinefs  as  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  to  be  exceeded,  indeed 
very  feldom  ^equalled,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  humanity. 

In  fuch  circumftances  the  population  of  Wyoming  be* 
came  fo  vigorous^  that  they  had  already  fent  tooo  men 
lofervein  the  continental  army.  Yet,  whith  thisexcef- 
five  drain  from  the  cultivation  of  a  new  colony,  tlieir 
Farms  were  ftill  fo  loaded  with  crops  of  every  kind,  and 
their  paftures  fo  abundantly  covered  with  cattle,  that 
their  fuppUcs  to  the  army  in  thofe  rcfpcfts  were  at  leaft 
in  full  proportion  to  that  <^ich  they  afforded  in  men. 
Nor  had  they  been  deficient  in  providing  againft  thofe 
dangers  to  which,  from  their  remote  fituation,  they  were 
particularly  expofed;  they  had  accordingly  conftruded 
for  that  putpofe  four  forts,  which  feemed  at  leaft  fully 
fafficient  to  cover  theietdement  from  the  ipcurfions  of  tbq 
fayages. 
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CHAP.      In  the'begmning  of  July  1778,  the  enemy  appeared 

XVIII-    fuddenljr,  but  in  full  force,  on  the  Sufqufihanna.  They 

l/W^  were  led  by  Butler,  afhftcd  by:  molt  of*  thofe  barhari«i6.. 

1778.      yrho  had  diftinguiihed   thcimfelves.hy.  their;  cruelties  in 

J"'^^      the  frontier  war.  Their  force  was  eiUxRatcd  at  about  1 660 

men,  of  whom  not  quite  one  fourth  weteJndians,  Jed  by 

their  own  chiefs ;  the  others  were  difguifed  and.  pajintc^ 

in  fuch  a  manner  as  not  to  be  diftinguiihed  from  the  ikyr 

ages,  excepting  only  their  officers,  who  being  .dreffed  in 

regimentals,  carried  the  appearance  of'  regulars*.  -One 

of  the  fmaller  forts,  moftly  garrifoned  by  thpfe  called- 

tories,  was  by  them  given  up,  or,*  as  it  wad-faid^  betrayed  ; 

another  was  taken  by  ftorm,. where,  although  they  maf- 

facred  the  men  ia  tl\e  moft  inhuman  manner,  they  fpa« 

red  the  women  and  cHildren.  .  -■    ....  ..^  .  •  ;. 

It  would  Cjcm  odd  dnough>  that  another  colonel  Bjut- 
ler,  faid  to  be  a  near  relation  to  the  invader^  ihould  chance 
to  have  the  defence  oif  Wyoming  either  committed  to  his 
charge,  or  by  fome  means  fallen  to  his  lot*.  .  This  man, 
with  nearly  the  whole  fttength  of  .the  fettlement,-was 
ftationed  in.  the  principal  fort  called  Kingfton,  whither 
alfo  the  M^omen,  childern,  and  defencelefs  of  a}!  forU/had 
repaired  as  thie  only  plac^e  of  commo^n  refuge.  It  would  feem, 
from  his.fituatiofi  and  force  in  .that  pl^ce,' that  he  tn\ght 
there  have  waited,  andvfHccefsfully^  ^efifled  all  the  at- 
tempts of-  the'eiiemy  ;  but  he ..  w^s  fo  wir^tchedly  weal, 
that  he  fuffercd^himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his  namefake  and 
kinfmen  to  abandon  the  focurity;  afforded  'by  this  fctrtreft, 
and  to  devote  thefe  under  1ms  charge  to  cerciin  deftruc- 
tton,  by  expofiJlg  them  nsik^d  to  fuch  a  dreadful  enemy. 
Under  the  colour  of  holding  a  partly  for  the  conclufion  of 
a  treaty,  he  was  led  into  an.  agreement,  that,  upon  the 
enemy  withdrawing  their  force,  he  (hould  march  out  to 
hold  a  conference  with  them  in  ;the  open  field,  and  thjit 
at  fo  great  a  diftaace  from  the.fpct  as  e^ccjuded  every  pof- 
fibility  of  :thc proteftion. which  it  othcryirife  afibrded..  To 
\  render .  this  m<iaiVe  flili  more . unaccountable,  he,  at.  the 

fame  time,  (hewed  fo  great  a'diftriift  of.the  enemy,  and 
fcemed  fo  thoroughly  apprehienfive  of  their  .defigns,,that 
he  marched  400  men,  well  armed,  being  jjearly. the  whole 
ftrength  of  the  garrifop,  to  guard  his  perfon. 
,  On  his  arrival  at  the  place  appoiijt^d,  he  was.  ^r?atly 
furprifed  to^find  nobody  thcr.e  to  tr^at,  with,;  but  not  be* 
ing  willing  to  return  .without,  finifhing.  his  .bu$nefs,  he 
advanced  towards  the  foQt  of  the-  neighbouring  moun- 
tainS;i  ftHl  hoping  hci  might , hear  or  fee  fomething  .of 
thofe  he  wanted.  As  the.  (^untry  began  to  grow  dark  an4 
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W66cly,  %  flag-at.lcngth  appeared  at  a  cotifiderable  dif-CH  AP. 
tance  among  the  buflies^  the  holders  of  which  Teemed  fo  XVIII. 
much  afraid  of  treachery  and  danger  from  his  fide,  that  v.-^^v^w/ 
they  retired  as  he  advanced  ;  whilft  he,  endeavouring  to     *778« 
remtiye'this  ill  impreflion,  ftill  purfued  the  flag. 

•  The  commander  of  the  garrifon  did  not  once  perceive 
his  danger  until  his  party  was  thoroughly  inclofed,  and 
he  was  fuddenly  awakened  from  his  dream  bjr  finding 
himfelf  at  once  attacked  on  every  fide.  His  behaviour  in 
4Jids  dangerous*  fituation  could  fcarcely  have  been  expec- 
ted from,  his  former  conduf^ :  he  and  his  party  fought 
with^refolutioh  and  bravery,  keeping  up  fuch  a  continual 
and  he^vy  fire  for  three  quarters  of.  an  hour,  that  they 
feemed  ready  to  gain,  a  decided  fupcriority  over  their 
numerous  .enemies..  In  this  critical  moment,  fome  fud« 
•  deh;in^uife.of.fear,ror  premeditated  treachery  in  a  fol- 
dieryt  w|iichinducedrhim  to  cry  out  that  the  colonel  had 
ordere'd/a^retteat,  determined  at  once  the  fate  of  the  par- 
ty Jrrr-In.  the. (late  of  confufion  that  enfued,  the  enemy 
breaking  in' on  alL.fide^ without  obfbrufibion,  commenced 
an  unrbfifted  flaufgbter. .  Coafidering  the  great  fuperiority 
of  numbers  on  the  part  of  the  vidfotrs,  the  flectnefs  of  the 
favages,.and  the.  ficrcenefs.  of.  the  .whole,  together  with 
thesmaAner  in  which  the  vanquiflied  had  been  originally 
furrounded,  it  is  not  a  little  furprifing  that  the  comman-*. 
der of- the  garrifon,  with  about  70  of. his  party,  Ihould 
have:  beea.' able  to  effe£t  their .efcape,  and  to  make  their 
way. to  a.fmall  fort  on  the  other  fide. of  the  river. 
>  The  conquerors  immediately  invefted  fort  Kingfton^  Cruelties  ot 
aijd^tfS  damj)  ftill  moffe  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  weak^*^**?**^^ 
remaining  gatrifon,  fent  in  the  bloody  fcalps  of  200  of  *^^^^* 
their  late  relktions,  friends,-  and  comrades.  Colonel  Den- 
nifon,  the  prefent  commander  of  the  fort,  feeing  the  im- 
poflibility  of  any  efie£):ual..defence;  not  having  force 
fuffiseicnt  to  man  the  works  eveh  for  one  effort,  went  with 
a  flag  to.  Biitlir,  to  know  what  terms  he  .would  grant  on 
afurreaden  T0  this  application  of  weaknefs  and  mifery, 
Butler, 'With  all;' thfe  phlegm'  pf  a  real  favage,  anfwered, 
in  two  thort  words,  «  The  hatchet !"  In  thefe  dreadful 
circumftances,  the  unfortunate  governor,  having  defen- 
ded his  fort  until  the  moft  of  the  garrifon  were  killed  or 
disabled,  was  at  length  compelled  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion.  Some  of  the  unhappy  .perfons  were  carried  away 
alive }  but  the  barbarous  coiiquerors,  to  fave  the  trouble^ 
of  murder  in,  detail,  (hut  up  the  greater  part  promifcu* 
oufly  in  the  houfes  and.barracks,  which  having  then  fct 
on  fire>  they  enjoyed  the  favage  pleafure  of  beholding 
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CHAP.  th«  whole  confiimcd  in  one  general  blaze.  They  dicfl 
XVI4I.    proceeded  to  the  only  remaining  fort  caHed  Wilkcfbor^, 

(yVX^  which,  in  hope»  of  obtaining  merely  f«rrendered  wkb* 
'  7?^  out  refinance,  or  without  eren  demanding  any  cooditkms^r 
Here  the  tragedy  wa«  renewed  with  aggravated  hotroo^ 
They  found  in  thift  fort  about  70  of  mat  fort  of  militia 
who  were  engaged  by  the  different  provinces  merely  for 
the  guard  and  defence  of  their  refpe£liTe  frocntxers,  and 
who  are  no4!  called  to  any  ^Aev  fervice.  Widi  thefe,  as 
objed^  of  particular  enralty,  the  flangftter  was  began, 
mud  they  were  butchered  witbeipery  poffiUe  circumftance 
of  the  moft  deliberate,  wanton,  and  favage  cruelty'.  A 
captain  Bedlow,  who  had  been  taken  prifoner^  being 
fkripped  naked,  had  bi»  body  ftuek  futtof  (harp  pine 
fpfinters,  and  then  a  heap  of  knots  of  the  fame  wood  be- 
ing piled  round  him,  the  whole  was  fet  on  fire  ;  asid  hit 
two  companion6y the  captains  Raa£m  and  Duigee,  thrown 
alive  into-  the  itames.  The  remainder  of  the  mcn^\vith  the 
women  and  children,  not  demanding  fo  much  pardeular 
attention,  were  fhut  up,  as  before,  in  the  hou&s^  iiriiicfa 
being  fet  on  fire,  they  periihed  all  together  in  the  Sames. 
A  general  fcene  of  devaftation  was  nowipvead  through 
all  the  townihips.  Fire  and  fword  alternately  triumphed. 
Nay,  the  mercilefe  ravager^  when  the  mam  oUe^  of 
their  cruelty  were  exhautted,  ieemed  to  dive£l  their  ani** 
mofity  ag^nft  every  part  of  the  animated  creation;  and, 
as  if  it  were  a  relaxation  or  amulement,  cut  out  die 
tongues  ef  the  horfes  and  cattle,  leaving  them  ftiU  alive 
cmly  to  prolong  their  agonies. 

Colonel  Though  the  Americans  were  fully  refeived-  to  take  am- 

ciarke's      p\^  ven^reancc  for  the  barbarit]escommi4(tedat  Wyoming, 

expedition      1..°.  r  i^  it        «?•/•.*' 

a^ainft  the  ^^^  attention  was  to  much  engaged  by  amiirs  of  the  uc- 
French  and  moft  importance,  that  they  could  not,  tor  fome  time,  oa« 
Indians.  dcrtakc  any  thing  of  confequence  againft  thofc  who  had 
been  perpetrators  of  that  liorrid  tragedy.  A  fmall  expe« 
dition,  however,  was,  during  the  courfe  of  the  fummcr^ 
undertaken  from  Virginia  by  a  colonel  Clarke  with  no 
more  than  aoo  or  300  men.  The  objedl  was  to  reduce 
thofe  French  fettlcments  which  had  been,  planted  by  the 
Canadians  on  the  upper  Miffifippi,  fituated  in  a  fine  fer- 
tile country  called  the  ////W/,  from  a  nation  of  Indians 
of  that  name.  Much  of  the  mifchief  which  had  fallen 
upon  the  back  fettlcments  was  attributed  to  the  ad^irity 
of  the  governor  of  thofe  colonies,  who,  fince  the  com-> 
mencement  of  the  prefent  difpute,  it  was  faid,  had  aded 
as  an  agent  for  government,  and  befides  his  paying  a 
large  reward  for  fcalps,   had  been  indefatigable  in  bis 
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continual  endeavours  tb  excite   the  Ohio  and  Miffifippi  C  H  A  P. 
Indians  to  attack  the  defencelefs  parts  of  the  colonics.  In   XVIII. 
profecution  of  this  defign,  the  aggreffbrs  were  obliged  v^"*v^*^ 
to  traverfe  1200  miles  of  a  boundlcfs  uncultivated  defart,      '778.  ^ 
through  which  every  neceflaTy.for  fubfiftence  was  to  be 
conveyed,  as  well  as  their  accoutrements  of  war. 

After  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  down  the  Mononga- 
hcla,  and  another  down  the  Ohio,  they  arrived  at  length 
at  the  great  Falls  of  the  latter,  within  about  60  miles  of 
its  mouth,  where  they  hid  their  boats,  and  proceeded  hj 
land  to  the  northward.  In  this  ftage  of  the  elcpeditton, 
having  confumed  all  the  provifion  which  they  had  been 
able  to  carry  on  their  backs,  they  marqhed  two  days  with- 
out any  fuftenance  ;  after  which  they  arrived,  about  mid- 
night:, at  the  principal  town  of  the  fettlement,  named  Ka- 
kalkias,  fo  diftrefled  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  that  they 
were  determined  either  to  fucceed  or  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

This  town  confided  of  about  250  houfes,  and  was  for- 
tified in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  have  fufficed  to  with- 
Uand  a  much  ftronger  enemy  ;  but  the  rcmotenefs  of 
their  fituation,  as  it  had  precluded  all  fear,  fo  it  had  alfo 
induced  that  fatal  fecurity,  fo  common  in  America,  which 
occafioned  the  negleft  of  proper  guards-  The  furprife 
was  therefore  complete  ;  the  town  and  fort  were  taken, 
without  oppoGtion,  before  the  people  were  well  awake ; 
and  the  inhabitants  fo  efFeftually  fecured,  that  not 
a  fingle  perfon  efcaped  to  alarm  the  neighbouring  fettle- 
men  ts.  The  governor,  Philip  Rocheblave,  was  confide- 
red  as  fuch  an  inveterate  enemy  to  the  United  States, 
that  he  was  fent  to  Virginia  with  all  the  written  in-* 
llruftions  he  had  received  from  Detroit,  Quebec,  and 
Michillimackinack,  for  inftigatrng  and  paying  tEe  Indians. 
The  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  United  States  ;  and  the  conquerors  took  up 
their  head-quarters  at  Kakafkias.  The  fmallcr  towns  were 
fubdued  without  diiEculty,  and  the  inhabitants,  without 
compulfipn,  flocked  in  by  hundreds^  to  take  the  oaths  ta 
their  new  mailci^- 

Thefe  called  tories,  who  had  been  the  immediate  ac-'  Settlement 
tors  in  the  mafTacre  at  Wyoming,  now  became  the  objeft  of  the  'io- 
of  ven<::eance.  In  October,  1778,  an  expedition  was  un-  f,'^*  on  thj 
dcrtaken  agamft  them  from  the  remote  and  upper  parts  nadtflioy- 
of  Pennfylvania,  under  the  condudl  of  a  colonel  Butler,  cd. 
The  people  againft  whom  it  was  deftined,  inhabited  the  o^^^^ol^^r, 
country  about  the  upper  parts  of  the  Sufquehanna,  and 
were  intermixed  in  fuch  a  manner  with  the  Indians,  as  to 
te  in  a  manner  united  to  them.  The  adverfe  ptirty,  con- 
VoL.  V.  K  3 
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CHAP,  fitting  of  ii  Eennfylvania  regiment,  covered  by  riflemen 
XVIII.   and  rangers,  took  its  departure  from  Schoharie  ;  and,  ha* 
CXV>J  vi"g  gained  the  head  of  the  Delaware,  marched  down 
1778.     that  river  for  two  days  ;  from  whence,  turning  to  the 
right,  they  (truck  acrofs  the  mountains  to  the  Sufquc- 
hanna.  Here  they  deftroyed  the  Indian  caftles  and  villa- 
ges in  that  quarter,  and  other  fettlemcnts ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  their  utmod  addrefs  and  precaution,  both  toriw 
and  Indians  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape*  The  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  fettlements,   however,  was  extended  for  fc- 
•veral  miles  on  both  fides  of  the  Sufquehanna  ;  in  the 
conrfc  of  which,  the  fruits  of  a  plentiful  harveflr,  together 
with  the  only  faw-mill  and  grift-mill  in  that  whole  coun- 
try, ihared  the  fame  fate  with  the  houfes,  and  every  other 
article  ufeful  or  neceffary  to  man. 
I77J.  Thefc  expeditions,  however,  were  but  a  fmall  part  of 

ihc  chaftifement  to  which  thefe  barbarians  were  deftined. 
The  languid  manner  in  which  the  campaign  at  that  time 
Tbe  Six     happened  to  be  carried  on  at  New- York,  afforded  leifure 
Kationf  of  ^^  congrefs  to  pour  forth  upon  them  that  exemplary -veti" 

Indians  en  6  r        ,      ,    ,      ^  ,  .       ,     .  r         "^      i.' 

tirciy  rum- glance f  which  they  had  ihreatened  m  their  aniwcr  to  the 
cd  by  gene- commiflioncrs'  manifefto.  The  objefts  of  this  vengeance 
^^^"^^'"  were  the  Five  or  Six  Nations,  for  they  are  called  by  both 
thefe  names,  whofe  confederacy  feems  to  form  in  thefe 
deferts  the  wide  outlines  of  a  republic.  Thefe  nations, 
lying  at  the  back. of  the  northern  and  middle  colonies, 
amidft  the  great  lakes,  rivers,  and  almoft  impenetrable 
forefts,  which  feparate  them  from  Canada,  had  long  been 
renowned  for  the 'courage,  conftancy,  and  fidelity,  with 
which  they  had  adhered  to  the  Englifh  in  their  wars  with 
the  French  ;  nnd  had  even  affifted  them  frequently  agninft 
different  nations  of  their  own  countrymen.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prtjfent  conteit,  they  had  concluded  a  ti-eaty 
with  the  AiTiericans,  by  which  they  bound  themfelves  to 
obferve  a  ilritk  neutrality  during  the  progrefs  of  the 
flruggle.  The  Americans  gave  out,  that  they  offered,  at 
that  time,  to  take  up  the  hatchet  againft  the  Englifh  ;  bat 
that  they  had  rejefted  the  offer  upon  principle,  only  re- 
quiring them  to  obferve  a  ft  rift  neutrality.  From  tliispa* 
cific  conduft,  however,  they  were  foon  led  to  depart,  by 
the  prefents  diftributed  among  them  by  order  of  the 
Britifli  miniftry,  the  influence  of  Sir  William  Johnfon, 
and  above  alt,  by  their  ov/n  innate  propenfity  to  murder 
and  bloodflied,  which  feems  to  be  greater  among  the 
American  Indians  than  any  other  people  on  earth.  It  was 
therefore  now  thought  expedient  to  difpatch  againft  them 
general  Sullivan,  with  a  fmall  army  and  train  of  artille- 
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ry  ;  the  objedl  of  hi$  expedition  being  of  the  moft  favage  CHAP, 
nature,  not  to  cojiqueti  but  exterminate^  as  far  as  pofil*  XVIIt. 
ble,  his  enemies.  L/W) 

The  Indians  marched  boldly  towards  their  frontiers  to  i779- 
•nxcct  the  invaders.  They  were  led  on  by  Butler,  Brandt, 
Guy  Johnfon,  and  Mucdonald ;  and  befides  afiemblin^ 
iril  their  own  tribes  and  allies,  were  joined  by  fome  hun* 
dreds  of  refugees,  or  tories,  as  the  Americans  called 
chem.  They  poiTi^fled  themfelves  of  a  difficult  pafs  in  the 
MToods,  between  Chemung  and  Newtown,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Teagoa  river,  where  they  conftrufted  a 
ftrang  breaftwork,  of  above  half  a  mile  in  extent,  made 
pf  large  logs ;  from  whence  other  works  of  lefs  ftrength 
reached  for  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  ii\ 
their  rear,  where  a  fecond  breaftwork  was  formed.  Here 
a  fierce  attack  commenced  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  i779» 
i?irhich  continued  for  two  hours.  Tlie  Indians  refifted  with 
uncommon  bravery ;  nor  could  the  breaftwdrk  have  been 
forced  without  the  afliftance  of  the  artillery,  which  the 
provincial  army  had  carried  along  with  them.  On  per- 
ceiving, however,  that  fome  difpofitions  were  made  for 
turning  their  flank,  and  thereby  cutting  off  their  retreat, 
no  pcrfuafions  could  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  (land  their 
ground  any  longer.  They  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipita- 
tion ;  and  fo  complete  was  the  vitkory  obtained  by  gene- 
ral Sullivan  on  this  occafion,  that  the  enemy  never  dared 
to  make  another  ftand  to  interrupt  theddblation  of  their 
country. 

But  though  the  way  was  thus  cleared  for  the  paiTige  of 
the  provincial  army  into  the  Indian  territories,  one  great 
obdacle  yet  remained,  viz-  the  want  of.  provifions.  To 
render  the  fervice  in  any  degree  effeftuai,  it  was  neccf- 
fary  that  the  army  (hould  lie  out  for  a  month  at  lead,  in 
a  country  totally  unknown,  and  where  no  fupplies  of  any 
kind  could  be  hop^  for ;  but  with  all  the  care  and  induf- 
try  both  of  the  general  and  his  employers,  fuch  difBcuIties 
occiirred,  as  rendered  it  impoffible  to  procure  more  than 
half  the  quantity  ;  nor  indeed  were  there  any  pack-horfes 
to  be  found  to  convey  more  ;  although,  to  lighten  the 
carriage,  the  cattle  eleftined  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  were 
driven  along  with  it.  The  violent  defirc  of  being  revenged 
on  the  barbarians  againft  >Yhom  they  were  lent,  with  the 
animating  fpecches  of  their  commander,  removed  all  im- 
pediments :  the  propofal  of  fliort  allowance  was  received 
with  the  loudeft  (liouts  of  approbation  ;  and  the  ration 
for  twenty  four  hours  wa«  unanimoufly  fixed  at  h;lf  a 
pound  of  flour,  and  as  much  beef  per  day  5  the  reduftion 
extending  even  to  fait. 
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CHAP.      In  attempting  to  proceed  into  the  country  of  the  In-^^ 
XVIII.    diaos,  Sullivan  found  to  his  furprife  that  no  guides  could 
^—  ■■^-  "^  be  found  who  knew  any  thing  of  the  nature  of  it  j  and 
V79'      the  only  method  he  had  of  finding  his  way  to  their  towns, 
was  that  which  finds  out  a  wild  bead  in  his  den,  name- 
ly, the  track  of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  even  more  difficult 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  as  the  laft  of  a  file  of  Indians  always 
covers  with  leaves  the  tracks  made  by  his  fellows  and  him-^ 
felf  ;  fo  that  it  requires  much  experience,  as  well  as  pa- 
tience and  induftry,  to  be  able  to    dcvelope   and  trace 
them.  All  thefe  difficulties,  however,  were  overcome  ; 
the  towns  were  found  out,  and  fuch  a  fcene  of  defolation 
begun  as  muft  be  read  with  horror,  and  which  nothing, 
not  even  the  implacable  nature  of  thofe  again  ft   whom  it 
was  excrcifed,  could  poffibly  juflif  jr.  Forty  of  their  towns,, 
the  largeft  containing  128  houfes,  were  deftroyed  ;  their 
corn,  computed  at  no  lefs  than  160,000  buihds,  fhared 
the  fame  fate ;  their  fruit-trees  were  cut  down,  and  them- 
felves  purfued  and  flaughtered,  till  there  was  not,  as  far 
,  as  the  conquering   army  could  percefve,  a  fingle  houfe, 

fruit-tree,  field  of  corn,  or  inhabitant  remaining  in  the 
whole  country.  On  this  occafion,  the  Americans  were 
not  lefs  cruel  than  thofe  whom  they  have  thought  proper 
to  ftyle  favages  and  barbarians.  In  this  expedition,  it  was 
remarked,  that  the  Indians  had  attained  to  a  much  higher 
degree  of  knowledge  of  the  ufeful  arts,  than  what  had 
^ver  been  imagined  by  any  perfon.  The  beauty  of  their 
fituation,  together  with  the  fize,  conftruftion,  and  neat- 
'  neifs  of  their  houfes,  were  great  obje6^s  of  admiration  to 
the  American  army.  In  feveral  places,  the  houfes  were 
rot  only  large,  but  elegant,  and  built  of  frame-work. 
The  fize  of  the  corn-fields,  as  well  as  the  high  degree  of 
cultivation  in  which  they  were,  alfo  excited  wonder  ;  and 
fo  numerous  were  the  fruit-trees,  that  in  one  orchard 
they  cut  down  1500,  many  of  which  were  obferved  to  be 
of  great  age. — The  whole  of  this  deftruftive  expedition 
was  comprized  within  the  fpace  of  a  month,  as  no  more 
time  could  poffibly  be  fpared.  By  it,  however,  the  colo- 
nies were  effediually  fe  cured  again  ft  the  incurfions  of  the 
Indians,  who  were  nownolonger  in  a  condition  to  attempt 
anything.  The  Oneida  Indians,  who  had  wifely  adhered 
to  their  neutrality,  were  allowed  to  remain  unmolefted. 
T778.  Xlii  the  autumn  of  1778,  the  feat  of  war  betwixt  the 

duced*by^"  Britifli  and  Americans  had  been  chiefly  confined  to  New- 
coionel  York,  the  Jerfeys,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  borders  of  Con- 
ipampb^ll  ncfticut ;  while  the  fouthern  colonies  enjoyed  a  profound 
JTl  p^Toft.  tranquility,  excepting  only  fome  petty  hoftilities  betwixt 
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tiic  inconfidcrablc  colonies  of  Georgia  and  Eaft  Florida.  C  H  AP« 
An  expedition  undertaken  againft  feme  Britiih  fettle-  XVIII. 
ments  in  the  country  of  the  Indians,  called  Natches^  how-  i^AYXJ 
ever,  greatly  alarmed  the  whole  colony  of  Weft  Florida,  ^778^ 
and  drew  this  attention  of  the  Britiih  commander  fo  much 
to  the  fouthward,  that  be  refolved  upon  an  immediate 
conqaeft  of  Georgia  ;  which  was  alfo  defirable  on  aA 
count  of  the  quantity  of  rice  it  produced.  It  was  likewife 
known  that  the  continental  credit  in  Europe  was  chiefly 
upheld  by  the  fouthern  colonies,  from  whom  France  took 
off  fuch  quantities  of  their  moft  valuable  produ£tions, 
that  their  trade  feemed  little  affcfted  by  the  war,  farther 
than  what  it  fuffered  from  the  Britifli  cruizers.  But,  be- 
fore any  thing  of  this  nature  could  be  accomplilhed,  the 
Britifli  fettlers,  in  the  country  of  the  Matches,  had  fur- 
rendered  without  refiftance  to  a  captain  Willing ;  who, 
although  they  had  been  furprifed,  and  totally  in  his  pow- 
er, granted  them  every  condition  which  they  required  for 
their  prefent  and  future  fecurity.  His  vievKS,  however, 
were  thought  at  this  time  not  to  have  been  entirely  con- 
fined to  tlie  reduftion  of  thefe  fettlcments,  but  to  have 
extended  to  a  correfpondence  with  the  Spaniards  at  New- 
Orleans,  as  it  was  known  that  the  court  of  Spain  wa? 
now  about  to  make  a  declaration  in  favour  of  the 
Americans. 

The  motives  juft  mentioned,  and  perhaps  fome  others, 
now  induced  the  Britiih  commanders  to  take  the  refolu- 
tion,  fatal  as  it  afterwards  proved,  of  dividing  their  force, 
by  fending  a  detachment  to  the  fouthward.  The  condu<£^ 
of  the  expedition  was  committed  to  colonel  (now  fir 
Archibald)  Campbell,  a  brave  and  able  officer,  who,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  had  been  taken  by  a  miftake  in 
failing  into  the  harbour  of  Boilon  after  it  was  evacuated 
by  the  Britiih  troops,  and  had  afterwards  undergone  a 
long  and  fevere  confinement  in  that  place.  His  force  con- 
iifted  of  the  71ft  regiment  of  foot,  two  battalions  of  Hei- 
iians,  four  of  proviacials,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal 
artillery.  The  tranfports  failed  from  Sandy  Hook  on  the  Nviy.  27- 
27th  of  November,  1778,  being  cfcortedby  a  fmallfqua- 
dron  of  (hips  of  war,  under  the  comm;:«nd  of  commodore 
Hyde  Parker. 

From  the  accounts  of  this  expedition,  it  appears,  that  . 
the  Georgians  fell  vi£lims  to  that  fatal  negligence  which 
fo  frequently  marked  the  conduft  of  the  Americans 
throughout  this  war.  The  Britiih  commanders  having  ar- 
rived at  the  ifland  of  Tybee,  the  place  of  their  deftination, 
towards  the  end  of  December,  were  informed  by   t\v*o  Dec.  aj. 
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CHAP,  men,  whom  they  feizcd  for  that  purpofe,  that  the  batteries 
^VIIL  which  ought  to  have  defended  the  town  of  Savannah, 
i:^"Y\J  had  been  cntirelyneglcftcd>  and  were  out  of  repair  ;  that 
<77^-  there  were  very  few  troops  in  it,  tiiough  reinforcements 
were  daily  enpe&ed  \  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  gave 
fttch  an  exad  account  of  the  fituation  of  two  armed  gal- 
lits  as  effeflualiy  enabled  the  Britifli  to  cut  off  their  re- 
peat. Some  obftacleS)  however,  occurred  :  feveral  tranA 
'  ports  grounded  on  the  flats,  and  the  landing  place  appear- 
ed to  be  very  difficult,  and  capable  of  defence  againft  a 
fupcrior  number  of  men.  The  former  was  foon  got  over 
by  the  aftivity  and  (kill  of  captain  Stanhope,  who  a£lcd 
as  a  volunteer  on  this  expedition  ;  and  though  the  enemy 
made  a  fliow  of  dcfeading  the  landing-place,  they  fled  af- 
ter the  firft  fire,  by  which  only  feven  of  the  Britifli  were 
killed  ;  one  of  which,  hoiiecver,  was  a  brave  officer,  cap- 
tain Cameron,  of  the  light  infantry.  The  fubfequent.  con- 
dud^  of  the  Americans  under  a  major-general  Robert 
Howe,  difplayed  equal  want  of  refolution  in  the  men, 
and  want  of  military  fkill  in  the  commander.  Having  ta- 
ken what  he  imagined  to  be  a  very  flrong  poft,  he  con- 
tinued to  amufe  hiinfelf  with  an  idle  cannonade,  to  which 
the  Britifli  never  anfwercd  a  fingle  gunj  until  part  of  the 
light  infan^try,  privately  conduced  by  a  negro  through  a 
woody  fwamp,  were  ready  to  fall  upon  their  rear,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  found  themfelves  attacked  in  front 
and  in  flank  by  the  remainder  of  the  army,  with  a  well- 
direfted  artillery.  Even  without  this  advantage,  the  pro- 
vincials fled  at  the  firft  onfet,  and  that  with  fuch  rapidity, 
that  only  about  80  were  killed,  and  30  more  drowned  in 
an  attempt  to  crofs  a  fwamp.  Thirty-eight  commiffioned 
officers,  415  non- commiffioned  and  privates,  40  pieces 
of  cannon,  23^  mortars,  the  fort,  with  its  ammunition  and 
ftores,  a  large  quantity  of  provifiens,  wiih  the  town  of 
Savannah  itfclf,  inftantly  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  vic- 
tors 5  who,  upon  this  occafion,  ftiewed  themfelves  wor- 
thy of  that  charaftcr  of  clemency  they  hj\d  all  along  aflii- 
med  ;  for  though  the  fugitives  diredUd  their  courfe 
through  the  town  of  Savannah,  where  rnany  of  the  inha- 
bitants happened  to  be  in  the  ftrects,  none  fuffered  who 
had  not  arms  in  their  hands.  The  American  general,  with 
the  remains  of  his  army,  retreated  into  So^th-CaroHna. 

By  this  decifive  victory,  the  whole  province  of  Geor- 
gia was  once  more  reduced  under  the  Britifli  government 
in  lefs  than  a  fortnight,  the  town  of  Sunbury  alone  ex- 
cepted •,  and  this  alfo  quickly  fubmitted  to  general  Prc- 
voll,  who  had  been  called  from  Eaft-Florida  with  all  th^ 
force  he  could  colleft. 
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Thefuddcn  rcduftton  of  Georgia  proved  no  Icfs  mat-CH  APv 
ter  of  exultation  to  the  loyaHfts  in  the  Carolinas  than  of  XVIII. 
deprcflionto  theoppofice  party.  The  former,  ever  impa-  —  -y  * 
ticnt  to  catch  at  any  opportunity,  were  inftantly  in  mo-  ^JJJ^l  . 
tion.  Notwithftanding  the  exircm«  readincfs,  however,  jf^j^  ^f  tJ^g 
which  thefe   people   fhcwed  on  all  occafions  to  rife  in  ioyaUft% 
arms,  it  appears  that  they  were  either  very  much  deftitutc  j?  ^*J^Jj 
of  military  ikill,  or  fomc  how  incapable  of  conducing    *™  *  ** 
their  affairs  to  an  happy  termination.  Their  bad  fuccefs 
under  Macdonald  we  have  already  fcen  ;  and  the  fame 
bad  fortune  attended  them  at  prefcnt.  About  700  of  rhcm 
affembled  in  the  back  pans  of  North-Carolina  ;  but  before 
they  were  able  to  accomplifti  any  thing  of  confequencev 
they  were  attacked  and  utterly  defeated  by  the  neareft 
militia,  with  the  lofs  of  near  half  their  number  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoncrg. — About  300  of  the  remainder 
found  means  to  make  good  their  retreat  to  the  back  part 
of  Georgia,  where,  by  degrees^  they  joined  the  nearefl: 
pods  of  the  royal  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  general  Lincoln  had  arrived  with  a  General 
reinforcement  of  continental  troops  for  the  protcftion  of  ^^1}^^^  4^;, 
South-Carolina,  which  probably  induced  general  Prevofl,  march  to 
on  whom  the  fupreme  command  had  devolved,  to  recall  ch.iries- 
colonel  Campbell,  who,  with  a  detachment  of  troops,  had  ^°^^^* 
penetrated  as  far  as  Auguda,  and  to  contra£t  his  pods  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  Hudfon's  ferry,  about  twenty- four 
miles  diftant  from  the  capital,  was  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  chain  which  he  formed  along  the  frontier.  Here 
lieutenant  colonel  Prevoft  formed  a  defign  of  furprifing 
a  general  Afiie,  who,  with  a  detachment  of  about  2000 
men,  had  poded  himfelf  thirteen   miles  farther  up  the 
river,  at  a  place  called  Briar's  Creek,  iii  order  to  cover  the 
upper  part  of  the  country,  where  the  American  party  had 
again  affumed  their  wonted  fuperiority.  The  fituation  of 
this  officer,  however,  did  not  very  eafily^dmit  of  furprife. 
Briar's  Creek,  which  for  feveral  miles  covered  his  front, 
Was  too  deep  to  be  forded  j  his  left  v/as  covered  with  the 
Savannah  and  a  deep  morafs  ;  and  his  right  was  guarded 
by  200  horfe.     General    Prevod   having,  neverthelefs, 
made  proper  movements  for  attra£ling  the  attention  of 
general  Lincoln,  the  colonel  divided  his  force  into  two 
parts,  with  one  of,  which  he  advanced  towards  Briar's 
Creek,  as  if  he  meant  an  attack  on  their  front,  where  it 
wasabfolutely  imprafticabic.  The  other  divifion,  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  .to  about  900  men,  the  colonel  himfelf 
led  by  a  circuitous  march  of  50  miles,  in  order  to  get 
round  or  to  crofs  Briar's  Creek,  and  thereby  turning  the 
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CHAP,  right,  to  fall  uncxpcftcdly  on  the  enemy's  rear.  Thisen- 
XVIII.   terprife  proved  fucccfsful,  as  moft  commonly  happened 
i^X'YXJ  when  any  furprife  was  intended  againft  the  Americans. 
1779.   '  The  general  had  injudicioufly  fent  away  his  light  horfe  on 
Gcif^Afl     ^^^^  ufelefs  expedition,  by  which  means,  being  deftitute 
March  3.   *  of  intelligence,  he  was  completely  furprifed  in  open  day- 
light, and  received  the  firft  notice  of  his  danger  from  ihc 
havoc  made  in  his  camp  by  the  Britifli  troops.  Whole  re- 
giments fled  without  firing  a  (hot,  and  fome  of  them  with- 
out  even  attempting   to  lay  hold  of  their  arms.  Great 
aiumbers,  blinded  by   their   fears,  ran  into  the  river  or 
marili,  and  were  drowned.  Only  one  regiment  of  North- 
Carolina,  with  a  few  of  the  officers,  took  to  their  arms, 
though  their  refiftance  was  totally  ineffeftual.  Brigadier 
General  Elbert,  the  fecond  in  command,  with  fome  other 
officersof  note,  were  taken-,   150  were  killed  of  inferior 
rank,  and   200  taken  prifoners  -,   befides  a  great  number 
loft;  in  the  Savannah  and  fwamp. 

By  this  viftory,  the  provincials  were  once  more  driven 
out  of  Georgia.  The  hoft:ile  armies  continued  to  look  at 
April,  o"^  another  till  towards  the  end  of  April.  At  that  time, 
however,  general  Lincoln,  in  order  to  protcft  the  pro- 
viricial  congrefs,  which,  had  now  fat  down  at  Augufta, 
marched  towards  that  place  with  the  beft  part  of  his  ar- 
my. It  did  not,  indeed,  appear  probable  to  him  that  the 
Britifli  forces  could  attempt  any  thing  in  his  abfence,  the 
river  being  fo  much  fwelled  by  the  rains,  that  it  feemcd 
to  be  a  fufficient  defence ;  and  even  fuppofing  this  could 
be  pafled,  the  deep  fwamps  and  flooded  country  on  the 
other  fide,  appeared  infuperable  obflacles  to  the  progrefs  of 
an  army.  In  this,  however,  he  v/as  miflaken  ;  the  Britifli 
troops  pafTed  the  river  in  feveral  places,  and  went  through 
the  fwamps  with  fuch  alacrity,  that  they  ftruck  with  af- 
tonifr.ment  a  body  of  militia  whom  general  Lincoln  had 
left  under  general  Moultrie,  fo  that  they  fled  every  where 
before  them,  leaving  the  road  quite  open  to  Charleftown. 
The  force  which  general  Prevoft  now  commanded,  did 
not  exceed  3000  men;  neverthelefs,  influenced  by  the 
nflertions  of  the  loyalifts  in  his  army,  to  hope  that  Charlef- 
town would  furrender  on  the  firft  fummons,  he  marched 
forwards  to  that  place.  To  this  he  was  further  determin- 
ed, by  the  conduft  of  general  Lincoln,  who  looked  upon 
an  attempt  on  the  capital  at  that  time  as  fo  utterly  im- 
probable, that  he  could  not,  by  any  means,  be  induced 
to  return  to  its  defence  until  feveral  days  after  the  Bri- 
lifh  commander  had  pafled  the  river. 

The  march  of  the  Britifli  army  was  very  little  retarded 
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by  the  enemy.  Some  flight  flcirmiflies  indeed  took  place  $  CH  AP. 
but  the  militia  tinder  general  Moultrie^  already  diflieart-  XVIIL 
ened,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  own  familiesj ' 
defer;ed  every  day,  fo  that  by  the  1 1th  of  May  they  had 
pafled  Afhlcy  river,  sf  few  mile$  above  Charleftowh,  sCnd 
advancing  along  the  neck  of  land  formed  by  the  rivers 
Alhley  and  Cooper^  pofted  themfelves  a  little  beyond  can- 
non ftidt  of  the  enemy.  The  town,  however;  refufed  to 
furrender,  though  very  favourable  conditions  were  offer- 
ed J  but  they  would  willingly  have  agreed  to  a  neutrality 
^both  for  the  city  and  province  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  The  negociations  being  thus  brokcfn  off,  every 
preparation  was  made  for  a  vigorous  refiffance.  General 
Prevoft,  however,  finding  his  force  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  ta(k,  without  either  heavy  artillery,  or  a  naval  Prevoft* 
force  toco-operate  with  his  attack  by  land,  refolved  not^^^'^^  *^ 
to  hazard  a  failure  in  the  cnterprife,  efpecially  as  he  tm- 
derftood  that  general  Lincoln,  with  a  force  fuperior  to 
his  own,  was  approaching.  He,  therefore,  decamped  fi- 
lently  that  very  night,  and  having,  before  morning,  crof- 
fed  the  river  Afhleyj  took  poll  on  two  of  the  adjacent  ifl- 
ands,  called  St.  James  and  St.  John,  lying  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Charleftown  harbour,' and  which,  from  their  cul- 
tivation and  fertility,  afforded  good  quarters  ?(nd  plenty 
of  provifions  for  the  troops. — Here  they  waited  fome 
time  for  f applies  of  ammunition  and  neceffaries  from 
New- York.  The  firft  fhips  difpatched  with  thefe  fuppUes 
had  the  misfortune  of  being  either  taken  or  deitroyed  by 
the  enemy ;  but  at  length  the  arrival  of  two  frigates  of 
v^ar  enabled  them  to  reduce  the  ifland  of  Port  Royal  ^ 
which  afforded  the  moft  eligible  fituation  during  the  in- 
tchfe  heats  and  unhealthy  feafon  then  approaching.  Thus 
alfo  he  could  not  only  fecure  a  firm  footing  in  South- 
Carolina,  but  was  mod  excellently  fituated  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Georgia.  The  only  interruption  given  by  the 
Americans  was  ^n  attack  by  general  Lincoln  on  a  pafs 
called  Stone  Ferry  5  in  which,  though  the  fuperiority  on 
the  American  fide  was  prodigious,  being  nolefs  tlian  fix 
to  one,^they  were  neverthelefs  repulfed  with  great  lofs.  ^ 
The  army  then  quietly  took  poffeflion  of  Port  RoyaJ, 
which  put  an  end  to  all  operations  for  the  feafon. 

We  muit  now  return  to  the  French  admiral  d'Efl:aing,  ^  g^ 
whom  we  left  at  Bofton  refitting  his  (hips  which  had 
been^fo  feverely  ftiactered  by  a  temped,  after  deferting  his 
allies  at  Rhode  Ifland.  His  conduct  had  been  fo  offenfivc 
to  the  Americans  in  general,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent the  revival  of  thofe  ailcient  animofitics  which  had 
Vol.  V.  L3         " 


444 


HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 


and  Amc- 
cans^ 


CHAP,  fubfiftcd  between  the  Boftonians  and  French.  The  affalf 
Xyill.  at  Bofton  produced  concinual  difputes  betwUt  the  oppo- 
^  'i^*'  ^  fitc  parties,  which,  about  the  middle  of  September,  1778, 
1778.  broke  out  in  a  violent  tumult:  Ac  this  time  fome  of  the 
iMffauiorw  French  arc  faid  to  have  been  killed,  and  feveral  were  ccr- 
between  cainly  wQunded,  among  whom  were  fome  ofBcers,  and 
*^^P^<^^  oneofconfiderable  diftinilion. — A  reward  of  300  dollars 
was  offered  by  the  council  of  ftate  for  the  difcovcry  of  any 
of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  riot ;  but  no  difcovery  of 
the  a£)bors  was  made.  ► 

A  much  more  violent  affray  happened  about  the  fame 
time  between  tl^e  American  and  French  feamenin  the  city 
and  port  of  Charlcftown.  The  quarrel  began  there,  as  at 
Bofton,  on  (bore,  and  at  night,  and  ended  in  the  moil 
defperate  hoftilities.  A  pitched  battle  was  fought  with 
cannon  and  fmall  arms  ;  the  French  firing  from  their 
fliips,  whither  they  had  been  haflily  driven  from  the 
town,  and  the  Americans  from  the  adjacent  fiiore  and 
wharfs.  Several  were  killed,  and  a  much  greater  number 
wounded. 

As  fuch  dreadful  affrays  threatened  the  mod. dangerous 
confequences  to  the  United  States,  the  greatell  care  was 
therefore  taken  tp  prevent  them  for  the  future.  A  reward 
of  1000  1.  was  offered  for  the  difcovery  of  the  particular 
pcrfons  who  had  fired  fome  guns  from  one  of  the  wharf* 
which  were  obfcrvcd  to  be  fatal  in  their  effects.  No  dif- 
covery, however,, was  made  in  confcquence  of  this  offer. 
D'Eftaing  having  with  much  difficulty-  viftualled  bis 
fleet,  owing  to  a  great  fcarcity  of  provifions  at  that  time 
in  Bofton,  at  laft  fet  idW  from  that  port  5  but  inftead  of 
endeavouring  to  co-optrate  with  the  Americain  army,  he 
quitted  the  continent  altogether,  in  order  to  attack  tho 
Britifli  inands  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Before  his  departure, 
he  puWiriiCcl  a  nnnifefto,  to  be  difperfed  among  the  Ca-  . 
nadians,  in  which  he  addreffed  them  in  the  nsme  of  their 
former  king  and  mafter,  labouring  to  recall  the  ir  affec- 
tion to  t'.cir  ancient  government,  and  to  prepare  thcxxi  for 
an  invaiion  ciiherfrcni  France  or  America. 

Leavincr  (i'i:ll:-ninr  to  purfue  his  voyage,  we  fhall  ncx 
proceed  with  a  detail  of  the  military  operations  in  the 
nortliCi  n  colonies  after  the  unfuccefsful  attempt  of  gene- 
ral Sullivan  on  Rhode-Ifland.. — While  general  Prevoft 
was  employed  in  the  fuccefsfui  expedition  already  rela- 
ted, fir  Henry  Clinton,  in  cqnjunGion  with  fir  George  Col- 
lier, who  now  comnianded  the  maritlm.e  force  at  Nevi'- 
York,  concerted  an'  e:;pedicion  to  the  Chefapeak,  and  * 
dcfcent  upou  Virginia,  which  feemed.mgre  likely  to  dif- 
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trrfs  the  enemy  than  any  other  meafurc   that  could  beCflAP. 
thought  of.  For  this  purpofc,  a  fufficient  ndval  and  land  XVIII. 
force  was   difpatched  under  the  conduft   of  fir  George  v,-»-v"^*-^ 
Collier,  amd  general  Matthew.    The  fleet  having  fuccefs-      i779- 
foHy  paiTed  the  capes  of  Virp;inia,  a  man  of  war,  with         ' 
fome  armed  tenders,  were  Icift  to  block  up  Jaities  rivet, 
while  Sir  George  Collier,  fhifting  his  pendant  to  a  fri- 
gate, prbceeded  with  the  fmaller  ihips  of  war  and  tranf- 
ports  up  Elizabeth  river. — The  town  of  Pottfmouth  \*'as 
the  ihimediate  objeft  of  the  expedition,  arid  in  itfelfd^- 
fencclefs,  though  covered  by  fort  Nelfon,  which  h'a<l     , 
been  conftrufted  for  its  protection,  at  about  half  a  mile's 
diftance.  The  garrifon,  however,  knowing  that  no  affif- 
tance  was  at  hand^  and  that  the  fort  was  incapable  of  any 
defence,  abandoned  it  at  the  approach  of  the  army,  who 
accordingly  poflsfled  them  fe  Ives  both  of  the  town  of  Portf- 
mouth,  and  the  reniaijis  of  Norfolk  on  the  oppofite  fide. 
The  Americans  burnt  feveral  veflels  in  their  ports^  among 
whom  wfcre  fCvo  large  French  ihips  loaded  with   looo 
hogftieads  of  tobacco,  though,  by  the  Celerity  of  the  in- 
vaders, the  progrefs  of  the  flames  was  checked,  and  fe- 
veral others  were  taken. 

The  general  puihed  on  detachments  to  take  pofltifTion 
of  two  ftrong  polls  feveral  miles  in  front,  wliich,  from 
the  nature  of  the  country,  ferved  to  cover  the  approaches 
to  his  camp  from  any  fudden  attack  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
mean  time^  the  army  made  an  excurflon  to  Suffolk,  at 
about  eighteen  miles  diftance,  on  Nanfemond  river.  They 
jeached  the  place  about  day-break ;  bat  finding  it  aban- 
doned, they  proceeded  to  the  deftruftion  of  a  very  large 
magazine  of  provifions^-  together  with  the  vcflTelg  and  na- 
val ftores  they  found  there.  A  flmilar  defl:ruaion  enfu- 
edatKempe'slandihg,Shepherds,Gofport,Tanner'screck, 
and  fome  other  places  in  that  quarter  ;  nor  were  the  fri- 
gates and  armed  veflels  lefs  adive  or  fuccefsful  in  the 
work  of  deftruclion  on  the  rivers  and  ports  near  the  bay.  . 

On  this  expedition  they  remained  a  fortnight,  during 
which  time  the  Americans  fuft:ained  prodigious  lofs.  Se* 
veral  thoufand  barrels  of  pork,  with  other  provifions  in 
proportion,,  which  had  been  prepared  for  Wafhington's 
army,  were  deftroyed,  and  i  ^o  veflels  of  different  fizes 
cither  burnt  or  taken ;  every  thing  that  could  convcni^ 
ently  be  moved  being  carried  ofi^.  A  propofal  was  made 
by  the  ioyalifts  for  eredling  the  king's  ilandard  in  th^ 
country,  which  they  reprefented  as  ready  to  return  to  its 
allegiance  ;  but  though  this  idea  was  entered  into  by  Sir 
George  Collier,  and  a  letter  written  to  §ir  Heary  Clin- 
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C  H  A  P.  ton  on  the  fubjed,  the  latter  could  not  by  any  mcan$  be 
XVIII.  induced  to  agree  to  it,  but  commanded  the  immediate  re- 
L,  -y— -^  turn  of  the  fleet  and  army.   To  this  recall,  befides  die 
?779-      danger  of  being  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  to  which  the 
Virginia  adventurers  were  liable,  a  new  expedition  which 
general  Clinton  was  on  the  point  of  undertaking  up  the 
north  river,  probably  contributed.  The  provincials  had 
been  for  fome  time  engaged,  at  great  labour  and  expenfe, 
in  conflrucling  two  very  ftrong  works,  at  the  important 
pofts  of  Verplank's  neck  and  Stoncy  Point  in  the  High- 
lands. Thefe  pofts,  which  are  on  nearly  oppoGte  points 
of  land,  the  former  being  on  the  eaft,  the  latter  on  the 
.weftfide  of  the  North  river,  were  of  the  utmoft  impor- 
tance for  keeping  the  communication  open  between  the 
ealtern  and  weftern  colonics;  the  great  pafe,  called  Eing*« 
ferrv,  lying  direftly  between  them.  As  thefe  were  near- 
ly completed,  but  not  yet  defenfible,  the  general  thought 
it  a  proper  time  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  induftry  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  toil  -,  Wafliington 
being  at  too  great  a  diltance,  and  otherwife  incapable  of 
giving  any  interruption, 
f  Tnft"^''      The  troops  deftined  for  this  fervice  wcrecmbarked.  May 
Connp<^i-    30, 1 779,under  the  command  of  major  general  Vaughan  -, 
cut,  May     and,   before   they   fet  fail,  were  joined    by  the  force 
2°'  from  the  Chefapeak,  with  whom  they  proceeded  up  the 

North  River.  The  following  morning,  general  Vaughan, 
with  the  greater  part  of  the  army,  landed  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  river,  about  eight  miles  from  Verplanks  ;  whiift 
the  remainder,  under  the  conduct  of  general  Pattifon, 
and  accompanied  by  the  commander  in  chijsf,  advancing 
farther  up,  landed  within  three  miles  of  Stoney  Point.  On 
"  the  appearance  of  the  ftiips,  the  enemy  abandoned  the 
place,  after  fetting  fire  to  a  large  blockhoufe  ;  and  though 
ibme  ihew  of  refiilance  was  made  on  the  approach  of  the 
troops  to  take  pofleflion  of  Stoney  Point,  they  did  not 
venture  to  ft  and  an  engagement. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  the  Americans  had 
completed  a  fmall  but  ftrong  fort  called  La  Fayette, 
which  was  defended  by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  gar- 
rifon  of  between  70  and  80  men.  But  this  little  redoubt, 
though  ftrong  in  itfelf,  was  efFe£kually  commanded  by 
Stoney  Point,  whicfi  is  fi tuatcd  at  about  1000  yards  dif- 
tance  on  the  oppofite  ftiore  ;  and  it  being  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult of  approach  from  its  own  fide,  at  Jleaft  for  the  con- 
veyance of  artillery,  the  attack  was  accordingly  intend- 
ed from  the  other. — For  this  purpofe,  general  Pattifon, 
with  infinite  fatigue  and  labour,  and  the  moft  indefatiga* 
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ble  perfeverance  during  the  night,  overcame  the  difficuU  CH  AP, 
ties  of  dragging  the  heavy  artillery  from  a  very  bad  land-  XVIII. 
ing  place,  up  a  fteep  precipice  to  the  top  of  the  hill ;  and  <-  — y  *J 
his  arrangements  and  exertions  were  fo  effe&ual  andju-  '779- 
dicious,  that  by  five  on  the  foUoviring  morning,  he  had 
opened  a  battery  of  cannon,  and  another  of  mortars,  on 
the  fummit  of  the  diflficult  rocks  of  Stoney  Point,  which 
poured  a  dreadful  fire  on  fort  La  Fayette.  The  attack 
was  fuppdrted  by  ilir  George  Collier,  who  advanced  with 
the  gallies  and  gunboats  within  reach  of  the  fort.  The 
cannonade  was  continued  on  all  fides  during  the  day ;  and 
as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  fir  George  ordered  two  of  the 
gallies  to  pafs  the  fort,  and  anchor  above  it,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  cfcape  of  the  garrifon  by  water.  In  the  mean 
tinie,  general  Vaughan,  with  his  divifion,  having  made 
a  long  circuit  through  the  hills,  had  at  length  arrived, 
and  had  clofcly  invefted  the  place  on  the  land  fide.  The 
garrifon,  feeing  that  all  poflibility  of  efcape  was  now  cut 
off,  and  that  their  fire  was  totally  overpowered  and  loft 
in  the  magnitude  of  that  which  they  received,  furrender- 
cd  their  little  fortrcfs  on  the  following  morning,  and 
themfelves  prifoners  of  war,  without  any  other  ftipula- 
tion  than  that  of  humane  treatment.  Immediate  direc- 
tions were  given  for  completing  the  works  of  both  polls, 
and  for  putting  Stoney  Point,  in  particular,  in  the  ftrong^ 
eft  ftat^  of  defence.  For  their  better  fupport  and  protec- 
tion, as  well  as  "with  a  view  to  the  further  operations  of 
the  campaign,  he  encamped  his  army  at  Philipfburgh, 
about  half  way  down  the  river  to  York  Ifland  ;  which  he  - 
likewife  rendered  a  poft  of  fome  importance,  by  throw- 
ing up  works,  in  order  to  eftablifh  and  preferve  a  free" 
communication  for  the  future.  By  thclofs  of  thefe  pofts, 
the  provincials  in  the  Jerfeys  were  under  a  neceflity  of 
making  a  circuit  of  above  ninety  miles  through  the  moun- 
tains, to  communicate  with  the  countries  eaft  of  Hud- 
fon*s  river. 

The  ftate  of  the  hoftile  armies  on  both  fides,  with  ref- 
pe£t  to  aQual  force,  together  with  the  wa;it  of  money 
and  deficiency  of  military  provifions  on  one  fide,  necefla- 
riiy  limited  the  views  of  the  oppofite  commanders,  and 
^  prevented  their  undertaking  any  decifive  or  extenlive  ope* 
rations.  They  were  each  in  a  ftrong  ftate  of  defence,  and 
neither  had  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  could  compel 
the  other  t9  relinquifti  the  advantages  of  his  fituation. 
Wafliington  was,  befides,  in  expeftation  of  foreign  aid; 
and  it  would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  his  ufual  cau- 
tion and  judgment,  to  rtmthehazard,  by  any  previous  at- 
,  lenipt;  of  weakening  his  ftrcngth  to  fuch  a  degree  as  mi<^bc 
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C  HA  P.  render hinl  incapable  of  pfofitingby  thcaffiftanccoT  his  i]* 
XVITI.    1  jr,  and  the  American  arms  and  force  of  courfe  ,contemp- 

^  "y-  '*  tible  in  his  feyts.  The  campaign  was  accordingly  languid, 
^779*  and  its  operations  confined  to  the  furprife  of  polls,  and 
to  defultory  excurfions ;  to  the  laft  of  which,  the  Ame- 
ricans were  now,  as  well  as  at  all  times,  exceedingljr  ex- 
pofed,  and  upon  no  footiiig  of  equality  with  their  cnemj. 
The  numberlefs  fmall  oruizers,  whale-boats,  and  odier 
craft  of  that  nature  from  the  Conne£^icut  coafts,  which 
infeftcd  the  Sound,  lying  between  that  colony  and  Long- 
Ifland,  were  fo  watchful  in  their  depredations^  and  their 
fituation  afforded  them  fuch  opportunities,  that  they  had 
nearly  deftroyed  the  trade  to  and  from  New- York  on  thzt 
f^Cf  to  tfee  very  great  inconvenience  and  diftrefs  of  that 
city,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet  and  army.  Upon  this  account, 
fir  Henry  Clinton  and  fir  George  Collier  determined  on  a 
courfe  of  defultory  invafions  along  that  coail,  with  a 
view  of  curing  the  evil,  by  cutting  off  the  means  of  de- 
predation in  the  deftruftion  of  their  privateers,  and,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  done,  of  their  ether  vefleis  and  matct 
rials  for  building. 

Governor  Tryon,  who  had  likewifc  been  inveftcdwith 
a  military  command,  was  appointed  to  the  condufl  of 
July  3.  the  land-fervice  in  this  expedition :  his  force  amounted  to 
about  a6oo  men,  and  he  was  feconded  by  brigadier-ge- 
.  neral  Garth,  an  officer  of  diftinguiflied  merit  and  ability. 
The  forces  were  landed  at  the  town  of  Newhaven,  which 
they  inftantly  took  pofleilion  of,  as  well  zs  of  a  battery 
♦hat  covered  it,  without  any  great  lofs,  though  confide- 
rable  rcfiftancc  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  and  militia. 
The  fort,  with  all  the  naval  and  military  ftores,  were  def- 
troyed ;  but  the  town,  though  atfirft  doomed  to  deftruc- 
tion,  was  fpared,  as  the  militia  had  not  attempted  to 
moleft  the  troops  in  thehr  retreat.  From  Newhaven  the 
fleet  failed  to  Fairfield,  where  the  troops  were  again 
landed  and  again  oppofed.  Here  the  town  was  fet  on  fire, 
and  cohfumed,  i^ith  every  thing" of  valufe  ;  and  the  fame 
deftruc^ion  took  place  at  Norwalk,  where  the  militia  were 
more  numerous,  and  made  a  greater  refiftance  than  in 
the  other  places.  Here  the  lofs  of  the  Americans  was 
very  great ;  both  Norwalk  and  Greenfield,  a  fmall  town 
in  the  neighbourhood,  were  totally  deftroyed,  with  a 
confiderable  number  of  fhips  either  finifhed  of  on  the 
ftocks,  and  a  ftill  greater  of  whale-boats  and  fmall  craft, 
with  ftores  and  merchandize  to  a  large  amount.  The  ex- 
pedition, however,  was  fuddenly  ftopped  by  a  percmp- 
Tt  13'  tory  order  from  general  Clinton  for  the  return  of  the 
troops,  on  the  13th  of  July,  only  eight  days  after  it  be- 
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gan.  The  lofe  fuftained  by  the  BritiQi  troops  was  very  CH  AP* 
triiiing,  not  exceeding  150  in  killed,  wounded,  and  mif-    XVIII. 
fmg.  ^'^^^-^ 

This  expedition  feems  not  to  have  been  attended  with       '779- 
any  great  efFe£l  as  to  its  immediate  purpofe  j  for  fo  bold 
and  numerous  did  the  American  privateers  continue,  that 
in  a  very  few  days,  two  of  the  royal  Hoops  of  war  wer« 
taken  by  them. 

Among  other  views  of  the  BritiQi  commander  in  the 
Connedicut  expedition,  it  was  fuppofcd  to  be  a  proba- 
ble method  .  of  drawing  general  Wa(hina[ton  from  his 
ftrong  pofts  in  the  Highlands  into  the  Low  Country, 
where  he  might  be  forced  to  a  battle  pn  difadvantagcous 
terms  ;  and  on  the  fame  principle,  ibme  other  expedi- 
tions of  lefs  note  were  undertaken.  But  this  cautiaus  ge- 
i^eral  in  every  inftance  avoided  the  fnare  ;  nor  could  any 
art  on  the  part  of  the  Britifti  com(nander  ever  naake  him  . 
quit  his  pods  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  aiFord  him  the  lead  • 
advantage.  On  the  furprife  of  Stoney-Point  and  Ver- 
planks  he  had  indeed  moved  from  th«  Jerfcys,  and  taken 
poft  among  the  high  grounds  farther  up  the  NorthrRiver, . 
but  this  only  with  a  defign  of  watching  the  motions  of 
the  Britifli  army,  not  of  undertaking  any  aftion  of  con« 
fequeace.  A  very  fpirited  enterprife,  hov/evcr,  was  now 
undertaken  and  fuccefsfully  executed  by  general  Wayne. 
This  was  no  lefs  than  an  attempt  to  furprife  the  ftrong 
pofts  of  Verplanks  and  Stoney-Point.  The  works  of  the 
former  had  been  completed  and  repaired  with  the  ut- 
moftinduftry  by  the  Britiili,  as  far  as  the  (hort  time  they 
had  poflefTed  the  place  would  adciit,  fo  that  it  was  now 
in  a  very  ftrong  ftate  of  defence,  and  was  garrifoned  by 
a  whole  regiment  of  foot ;  the  grenadier  companies  of 
another  ;  a  company  of  loyal  Americans,  and  fome  artil- 
lery ;  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Johnfor.  The.garrifon  in  the  oppofite  poft,  at 
Vcrplank's  Neck,  was  under  the  conduft  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Webfter,  and  was  at  lea  ft  equal  in  force  to  that 
at  Stoney-Point. 

General  Wayne  fct  out  on  this  arduous  taik  on  the  15th 
of  July,  attended  by  a   ftrong  detachment  of  tlie  bell 
American  infantry.  They  went  from  Sandy-Beach  about 
noon,    and    tiiarched    14    miles  over  high   mountains, 
through  deep  morafles,  difficult  defiles,  and  roads  exceed-  p^^j^^y' 
iagly  bad  and  narrow,'  fo  that  they  could  only  move  in  priied  hj 
fingle  files  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  way.  xVbout  the  Ame- 
eight  in  the  evening,  tiie  van  arrived  within  a  nille  and  a  ^^^i^',^*' 
hjjlf  of  the  fort,  where  they  halted,  and' the  troops  were 
formed    into  two  columns  as  fait  as  they  came  up. — 
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CHAP, The  general  ifTued  the  mod  exprcfs  orders  to  both  co* 
XVIIL  lumns,  and  which  they  feem  to  have  exactly  obeyed,  not 

(.yVXJ  to  fire  a  (hot  on  any  account,  but  to  place  their  whole  rc- 
»779-  liance  on  the  bayonet.  Two  attacks  were,  therefore, 
.made  on  oppofite  fides  of  the  fortification,  to  which  the 
foldiers  marched  with  unloaded  mufkets  and  fixed  bay- 
onets, whilft  a  detachment  in  front  amufed  the  garrifon 
with  a  feint.  They  found  the  approaches  more  difficult 
than,  from  their  knowledge  of  the  place,  they  had  been 
led  to  exped,  the  works  being  covered  by  a  deep  morafs, 
which  at  this  time  was  overflowed  by  the  tide.  According 
to  the  American  accounts,  neither  the  deep  morafs,  the 
formidable  and  double  rows  of  abbatis,  or  the  ftrong 
works  in  front  and  flank,  could  damp  the  ardour  of  their 
troops,  who,  in  the  face  of  an  inceflant  and  tremendous 
fire  of  mufquetry,  and  cannon  loaded  with  grape-fliot, 
forced  their  way  through  every  obflacle,  until  the  van  of 
each  column  met  in  the  centre  of  the  works,  and  the  gar-* 
rifon  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  at  difcretion. 
General  Wayne  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  muflcet 
ball  as  he  pafled  the  laft  abbatis,  but  was  gallantly  fup- 
ported  and  helped  through  the  works,  by  his  two  brave 
aids-de-camp,  Fiflibourn  and  Archer,  to  whom  he  ac- 
knowledged the  utmoft  gratitude  in  his  public  letter.  The 
total  number  of  prifoners  amounted  to  543  ;  the  number 
of  flain,  on  the  part  of  the  BritiCh,  to  63.  The  artillery, 
llores,  &c.  were  by  no  means  inconfiderable. 

As  foon  as  Stoney-Point  was  taken,  the  artillery  was 
dircdlly  turned  againft  Vcrplanks,  and  a  furious  cannon- 
afdc  cnfued,  which  ncceflarily  obliged  the  {hipping  to  cut 
their  cables,  and  fail  down  the  iriver.  The  news  of  this 
difafter,  and  of  colonel  Wcbller's  fituation,  who  likewife 
expected  an  immediate  attack  on  the  land  fide,  no  fooner 
reached  fir  Henry  Clinton,  than  he  took  meafures  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  Verplanks,  and  recapture  of  Stonejr- 
Point.  But  of  whatever  importance  the  pofleflion  of  the 
latter  might  be  to  the  Americans,  general  Wafhington 
was  by  no  means  difpofed  to  hazard  a  decifive  engage- 
ment on  its  acco^unt,  efpecially  in  a  fituation  where  the 
command  of  the  river  would  afford  fuch  decifive  advan- 
tages to  his  opponents  in  the  difpofition  and  fiwiden 
movement  of  their  troops,  either  with  refpeft  tp  the  im- 
-  snediate  point  of  a£lion,  or  the  feizing  of  the  paffes,  and 
cutting  off  the  retreat  of  his  army,  as  might  probably  be 
attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.  The  works 
were  therefore  deitroyed,  and  the  artillery  and  ftorcs 
brought  off;  three  days  after  which  the  Britifli  took  pof- 
feflion  of  the  place  without  oppofition. 
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The  fucccfs  of  the  Americans  In  tlie  fufptife  of  Sto-CH  AK 
tKj  Point,  encouraged  them  to  make  a  fimilar  atteinpt    XVIH- 
on  Paulus  Hook  four  days  after.  This  was  a  ftrong  poft  XjTYXJ 
lying  in  the  Jerfey  fide,  oppofite  to  Ncw-ToA.  Such  t     ^779" 
tcmiflhefs,  however,  had  pTCvailed  oA  ilxe  part  of  the 
garrifoti,  that  the  enemy  completely  furprifed  the  place  unfucccft- 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  carried  a  blockhoufi  fui  attempt 
and  two  redoubts  almoft  without  any  rcfiftance.  In  that  HoTk!*^"* 
Critical  moment,  major  £utherland,the  commander,  threw 
himfelf  haftily,  with  forty  HefBans,  into  another  redoubt^ 
from  which  they  kept  fuch  a  warm  fire,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans fcandalouffy  deferted  their  new  pofls  with  as  much 
expedition,  and  as  little  difficulty,  as  they  had  attained 
them.-*-Inthe  meantime,  fuch  intelligence  was  received 
at  New-York  as  neceflarily  called  Sir  George  Collier, 
trhh  the  greater  part  of  his  naval  force,  away  from  that 
city.  This  neceffity  originated  from  an  expedition,  un- 
dertaken in  the  fummer  from  Halifax  by  Colonel  Mac- 
leane,  with  a  view  of  cftablifhing  a  ftrong  poft  on  the  ri- 
^er  PenobTcot,  in  the  eaftern  confines  of  New-Englartd, 
Ivhere  that  colony  borders  on  Nova  Scotia,  and  amidft 
Ibine  rietv  and  weak  fettiements  which  the  Maflachufett's 
people  had  eflablifhed  after  the  peac6  of  1 763,  and  form- 
ed into  a  county  tmdet  the  name  of  Lincoln.  Here  he     ^*^^' 
tfrrived  about  t%e  middle  of  June  this  year,  with  a  force 
of  aiwut  djd  men,  convoyed  bv  three  floops  of  wiir ;  and 
here  ht  began  to  ered  afmail  fort  in  a  fituation  pcrfeftly 
wcfl  chofcn  fot  annoying  the  enemy. 

^  Thistranfadion  occafroned  an  uhuflial  alarm  at  Bofton,  Americans 
and  the  moft  vigorous  meafures  were  adopted  in  order  defeated  ac 
tt>  prevent  the  fcKcmfe  from  being  completed.'  Orders' ^^^^°^^*^"^' 
were  iawnediately  given  for  an  expedition  to  the  Penob* 
fcot  ^  and,  in  order  to  fecurc  armed  veffels  and  tranfports, 
an  embargo  for  40  days  was  laid  on  all  their  (hipping  9 
as  an  encouragement  to  adventurers,  the  ftate  alio  gave 
lip  to  the  captors  its  fhare  in  all  the  prizes  that  (hould  be 
taken.  A  very  confiderabie  naval  armament,  and  a  body 
<rf  land  forces,  were  likevi^ife  lent  thither. 

On  the  other  flde,  the  works  of  (he  new  fort,  though 
the  utttidft  diligence  had  been  ufed  in  tlieir  conftruftion, 
Were  yet  fo  far  from  being  ftnlflied,  that  they  affi)rded 
but  very  rmperfe'ft  means  of  defence  againft  afiy  great 
fttperforitv  of  for c^. ,  Cobnel  Macleane,  hoWeVer^  had 
the  gck5d  tortun*  to  receive  intelligence  of  the  armament 
pteparinjg  at  Boft'on,  a  few  days  before  its  arrival  j  liporl  ' 
wilidi  hie  itrfmediatdy  changed  his  plan  of  operation  j 
and  inftead  of  proceeding  further  in  the  conftruftiolT  of  ' 
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CHAP*  worke  which  he  could  not  have  time  to  complete,   ufej 
XVIII.    the  utmoft  diligence  to  put  himfelf  in  the  bcfl:  podure  of 
defence  which  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  the  place,  and  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  notice,  would  admit. 

On  the  25th  of  July  the  American  fleet  appeared  to 
the  number  of  37  fail ;  and  foon  after  their  flaps  of  war 
began  to  cannonade  the  veflels  lying  there,  and  a  battery* 
of  four  twelve  pounders,  which  had  been  ereftcd  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  for  their  prote£kion.  Their  fire,  howe- 
ver, was  fo  well  returned,  that  their  (hips  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  retire }  and  though  they  renewed  their  attack  th& 
following  day,  they  fufiered  a  fecond  repulfe,  and  were 
not  able  to  make  good  their  landing  till  the  28th  of  the 
month. 

Two  days  after  their  landing,  the  Americans  opened 
a  battery  about  750  yards  diftance  from  the  works,  and 
another  fomewhat  nearer,  but  without  being  able  to  makp 
any  impreffion.  In  this  inefieflual  manner  the  fiege  was 
carried  on  till  towards  the  middle  of  Auguft,  when  the 
Britilh  commander  received  intelligence  from  a  deferter, 
that  a  general  aflault  was  determined,  and  that  ihe  ihips 
and  fort  were  to  be  attacked  at  the  fame  inftant.  But 
while  the  troops  in  the  fort  were  eagerly  expe£)ing  the 
attack,  on  the  mining  of  Auguft  14,,  they  were  furprif-^ 
edat  obferving  anunufualcalm  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
and,  on  a  cloTer  infpe£lion,  found  that  they  had  aban-. 
doned  it  in  the  night,  and  reimbarked  both  their  forces 
and  artillery.  Nor  were  they  long  in  the  dark  as  tt>  the 
caufe  of  this  myfterious  event,  for  while  they  were  en- 
deavouring to  profit  in  fome  degree  by  the  confuiion. 
they  obferved  in  the  encmy^s  fleet.  Sir  George  Collier, 
with  his  fquadron,  appeared  full  in  view,  failing  up  the 
river.  The  wretched  afl^ailants  at  firft  made  fome  fliewof 
fefiftance,  by  drawing  up  ui  a  crefcent  acrofs  the  river, 
as  if  they  defigned  to  difpute  the  paflage ;  but  their  refo- 
lution  foon  failed,  jind  they  betook  tbemfelves  to  an  igno- 
minious flight.    A  general  chace,  which  terminated  m 
univerfal  deftrudlion,  took  place.  One  frigate  of  20  guasi^ 
and  another  of  18,  were  taken.  The  Warwick,  anew 
frigate,  of  32  guns  ;  7  others  of  fmaller  force ;  6  armed 
veflels,  and  24  tranfports,  were  burnt  or  funk,  fome  of 
thefeby  the  Americans  thenvfelves.^ — ^Thecondudof  the 
provincial   Admhral,  Sakohftal,^    was  execrated  iitir  tHe 
higheft  degree  by  his  countrymen.  It  was  even  fiiiid> that 
the  indignation  of  the  land  forces  rofe  to  fitch  a  pitch, 
that  they  came  to  blows  ^th  the  ibim;en  ia  tlieir  way  ' 
kome. 


Auguft  14. 
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tJnfuccefsful  attack  on  the  Savannah  hy  d^Eftaing         Dif- 

Jention  between  the  French  and  Americans Spain  joins 

the  confederacy  againft  Britain^r^'^Tates  Penfacola^^^^^ 
Expedition  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  againfl  Charleflown 
General  Lincoln  captulates^^^^^Tarleton  defeats  the  Ame^ 

rtcans  at  Wax/aw South  Carolina  reduced         Difr 

iurhances  in  North  Carolina Cornwallir  vicarious  at 

Camden-^ — Tarleton  defeats  '  Suntpter^-^-^UnJuccefsful 
expedition  from  NeW'York^-^ — Fayette  and  Ternay  arrive 
in  America-^'-^Frencb  fleet  hlocled  up  by  Arbuthnot"-^^ 
Sir  George  Rodney  arrives  at  New  Tbrk^-'-'^Arnold^s 

revolt  from  the  Americans Major  Andre  executed  as 

a  fpy Colonel  Ferguffon  hilled General  Sumpter 

defeated-— ^-General  Lefliis  expedition  to  Charliftown, 


CH  A  P 

WHILE  matters  were  going  on  in  this  dtfaftrous     vtv 
way  for  the  Americans,  Admiral  d'Eftaing  ar-  .  , 

rived  from  rfie  Weft  Indies,  where  he  had  taken  the  III*  ^T^o^"^ 
ands  of  Grenada  and  St^  ViiKent's,  and  been  reinforced  Unfuccds- 
by  a  confiderable  fquadron  under  M.  la  Motte,  with  ^"1  attack- 
10,000  land  forces.  The  firft  objea  to  whicli  he  turned  ^^^4^7 
his  attention  was  the  deftru£lion  of  the  fmall  force  under  d'Eftaingt 
General  Prevoft,  which  would  free  the  fouthern  colo- 
nies f|om  their  prefent  alarm  and  danger.  The  fecond 
was  to  attack^  in  cohjun£lion  with  general  Wafhington/ 
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the  Britilh  forces  at  New-York,  by  fca  and  land  at  the 
fame  time ;  and  thus,  by  the  reduaion  of  that  ifland  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  ruin  of  the  Britifli  fleet  and 
army,  to  brin^  the  war  to  a  conciufion  at  once. 

With  thcfe  grand  expectations,  d'£ftaing  fet  fail  for 
the  coaftt  of  Georgia,  where  he  appeaved  fo  fuddenly^ 
that  the  Experiment  man  of  war,  of  50  guns,  and  three 
royal  frigates,  fell  into  bis  hands ;  and  had  he  proceeded 
all  along  to  ufe  hitforae  wittr  tbe  (amerayidicy,  while  the 
Britifli  were  in  their  weak  and  unprepared  ftate,  there  ia 
very  little  reafon  to  donbt  that  he  would  have  fucceeded 
in  his  finrft  objed.  General  PrcToft  was  at  this  time  at 
tiie  town  of  Savannah ;  but  the  better  part  of  his  army 
was  ftill  at  Port-Royal  in  South-CaroUim,  where  it  had 
cpntinued  polled  ever  fincc  the  retreat  at  Charleftown. — 
As  the  enemy  were  mailers  by  fea,  it  was  now  impoifible 
'$b%t  colonel  Maklaiid*could  jmn^the  troops  at-Savaimalit 
but  by  m^ans  of  the  numerous  inland  navigations  which 
tntcrfed  ttit  country  betwixt  them.  An  exptcfs  to  thit 
furpofe  wasidi^teiied  lb  P«»t*Roytt;  bot,  haippemng 
jo.be.interc<pted  by  the  Americaas^  k  W4$deiaf|td  fo  tpng 
that  th^  ejfiemy  h^d  time  to  feise  the  principal  communi- 
cations before  the  jundlon  could  be  efie£3ted.  Some  'de- 
l^yi  hxTwt¥efi  in  the  opemtiMM of  d^ftaing  wa^neecflktily 
'^ccafioord  by  1m»  being  4>blig«d  «o  eoknammcate  with  jthe 
government  of  Charleftown  relative  to  the  movenmits 
of  general  t.incoln,  who  was  to  ^£1  in  concert  with  nim 
in  the  itftended  redti£lion  of  C^sotgia.  Though  KCai^ 
•nved  oh  the  coaft  of  Gebtgia  aboat  die*  ift  of  Btptam* 
.ber,  it  was  not  till  the  oth  of  that  month  that  his  flpd^ 
confiding  of  above  40  (ail,  anchored  off  the  bar  of  Tybce 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Savannah.  For  three  or  four 
dayB  afterwards,  ^  Fiench  ttoop$  wfti^e  taken  up  in  pa{^ 
fing,  by  means  of  fsnall  American  veflek^  tfato.iii|^  ^ 
Offabow  inlet,  and  landing  them  at  a  place  called  Beau* 
lieu,  about  thirteen  miles  from  the  town  of  Savannah,  at 
the  fame  time  that  their  frigates  were  occupied  in  t»ing 
poff^fiion.  of  die  lower  river,  and  of  the  dlffercatinlei^ 
approaching  as  near  to  the  town  and  linss  as  the  cociim* 
flnices  of  water  and  of  defence  would  admit. 

On  the  I5th9  the  French,  witK  count  Pola(ki*s  Ame? 
ricaji  light-horfe,,  appeared  fo  near  the  Bridih  ii»es>  jas  t$ ' 
(kirmiih  with  the  piqucta;  and  as  the  force  Muder  gene* 
ral  Prevoft  did  not  admit  of  his  having  aay  other  objed 
in  view  than  the  mere  defence  of  the  town,  he  ^ontrac# 
ted  his  pofts  within  the  cover  pf  the  arul}ery  on  A» 
yroiiis.  Ncf t  day  the  jfreach  conmmler^  tmt  ^  meft 
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llAUgbtf  lummQQs  to  gctMrarPriev^ftt  Yatentifip  in  theCHAP« 
|li|^Qft  iangiMige  of  hil  piowoff  f  the  v^l^ar  of  his  troopi,    XUL 
f^Hd  <xHiimuxUng  bim  to  ]peld  4)9  a  farce  wbich  he  was  txW 
tttteflyincaiptbleof  refifting.  *779- 

Though  general  Frevoft^  witH  the  oSeert  ahout  him^ 

wew  det^mii>e4»  CTca  with  cbe  faiaU  force  thcy-h^d,  to 

idbefmid  the  jplact  to  the  hft  eaitreoiity,  yet  it  was  thought 

.l^r^defit  and  secefiary  to  gain  ali  the  time  thait  was  pDiG^ 

Ue  i  mi  this  the  more  efpectaUy»  as  the  tinea  were  ftitt 

ia  a  inery  impetfeA  ftate  of  4clencc>  and  there  Jiad  not 

bron  time  to  convey  the  artillery  bom  iht  Ihipptng*    By 

ftnding  <)iffereiitmefiagea>  therefore^  he  found  meana  to 

I^MCfad  Retime  confideraUy,  andatlaft  was  allowed -a 

^iiee  of  tweaty-^our  hours  for  detiberation.   During  thia 

juatorvalt  colonel  Maitlandy  liavic^  fisrmoiintei  every  dif*"  col.  Mait. 

IficnUy  aiHl  danger,  arrived  with  the  tioopa  from  Portu*  land  ar- 

jEloyid. .  TJie  faee  of  affairs  was  now  enttiely  dtaitged,^^^^^* 

fKf%A  m(Uad  of  the  eafy  conqueft  which  prefiratod  itfelf 

4IO  'the  arfcml  of  d'Eftaing,  a  moft  ohftinate  diefeuoe  waa 

|liMal)eiicd. .  The.  general  setutned  a  fofittvo  anfwer  to  the 

fitmnio^^thothe  was  determined  to  defend  diejplace  (4 

$kt  Jaft  ettf omity ;  and  the  faikir«»  who  had  been  aH 

Aittwn  hotit  the  fhipa  to  oonftrad;  ami  man  the  hattertes^ 

fffLpltBbA  <tihetr  a}3probation  by  threo  dicera,  when  the 

gun  was  fired  as  a  fignalfor  the  recommencement  of  .iiol* 

.  .On  the  day  after  dctivering  the  fummons^  d^Sftaia^ 
mwi  jpused by  geoet^l  Ziacoln;  as hehad  bsen  l»efetfe  bf 
dtwuat  Pcrfa&i*  The  aUies  toetc  ieparatie,  but  adjoiniog 
auaafa$  and  each  began  immediasely  to  malGe  ap^raadhea    . 
at  «K 'St  regular  fiegc  Their  joint  force  has  been  GOnlpu« 
Ml  at  abmit  900Q  men,  while  !that  of  the  garriibn  :did 
not  exceed  3000.  The  utmoft  exertions,  however,  were  Nambert 
made  on  the.pwrfcof  the  Britift.  Every  man,  without  difc^j^^""' 
tSaftion,  was  employed  in  the  hatdeft  labour,  and  cheers 
fully  underwent  his  •  (hare  of  -  lite  common  ddiL    At  she 
(taae  that :  the  French  fmmnons  was  received,  the  lines 
were  not  only  weak  and  imperfefl,  but  were  not  pn>« 
seAed  by  tkovt  ^ght^  ten  pieces  of  cannon  ;  while,  at 
thecondufioa  of  the  fiege,  or  blockade,  the  works,  by 
the  aiSiftalice  of  the  fliip  gunii,  and  the  continual  exertton 
ia  laading  and  bringing  them  forward,  were  covered  with 
anamerous  artillery,  amountti^  to  near  100  pieces.—^ 
Nor.  was  tht  fldll  and  doatdrtty  w^ith  which  they  were 
ttfed  and  dtre£ked  by  captain  Moncrieffe,  the  engineer,  q^^  j^^^. 
at  all  inferior  to  the  labour  ufed  in  bringing  them  forward,  cHefib's  ad. 
as  waa  owned  both  lay  frieada  and  enemies*.  .  drefa. 

The  enemy  were  by  no  means  idle  in  their  endeavours 
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CHAP,  to  interrupt  th«  works,  though  their  eflPorts  were  incf- 

XIX.      fediual ;  nor  did  they  fpare  any  pains  in  carrying  on  their 

'"-'  ■»"■  ''  own,  fo  that  in  a  week  they   had  puflied  a  fap  to  within 

'779i-      j^oo  yards  of  the  abbatis.  Few  Ikirmiihes  took  place,  at 

thTSey/  nie  Britt'th  commander  was  exceedingly  fparing  of  his 

men  }  but  in  the  few  that  were  fdught,  the  allies  were 

0<2obcr  4.  conilantly  defeated.  About  midnight,  between  the   3d 

and  4th  of  OQober,  the  enemy  began  a  heavy 'bombflu-d- 

ment,  and  at    day* light  a  violent  cannonade  from.  37 

Eieces  of  heavy  artillery,  nine  mortars  from  their  land 
atteries,  and  16  cannon  from  the  water.  Though  this 
cannonade  continued  for  five  days,  its  deftrudive  effe£ls 
were  felt  only  by  the  women,  children,  and  negroes,  and 
by  the  houfes  of  the  town  ;  the  works,  fo  far  from  being 
\  demoliOicd,  continually  acquiring  additional  ftrength, 
dnrough  the  induftry  of  the  befieged. — In  this'diftrefs  of 
the  women  and  chltdren,  which  was  further  increafed  by 
the  throwing  of  carcafes,  in  order  to  fet  the  town  on  fire, 
general  Prevoft  fent  a  letter  to  d'Eftaing  requiring  per-> 
miffic^  for  the  women  and  children  to  defert  the  place  ^ 
iMitaftcrthree  bourse  during  which  the  difcharge  of  can- 
non and  (hells  continued,  this  humane  requeft  was  refu- 
fed,  in  a  letter  figned  by  both  commanders,  Lincoln  and 
d^ftaing,  and  the  refufal  conveyed  in  the  moft  infulting 
terms. 

The  impatient  temper  of  d'Eftaing  at  laft  prompted 

him  to  order  a  general  aflault,  confiding  fo  hiUch  in  the 

goodnefs  of  his  troops,  that  he  hoped  thus  to  make  a  fuc- 

Crand  at-   cefsful  end   of  the  bufinefs  at  once. — ^This  dccifive  at- 

Odtobcr  ^^^^  ^^^^  P'*^^  ^^  ^^^  morning  of  the  9th  of  0£lober,  a 
little  before  day-light^  after  a  heavy  difcharge  of  cannon 
and  mortars  for  feveral  hours.  The  firing  began  on  the 
left  of  the  Britifh  lines,  but  foon  after  became  general. 
As  it  was  ftill  too  dark  to  perceive  the  movements  of  thp 
enemy,  and  uncertain  where  their  principal  attacks  would 
take  place,  no  change  was  made  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
Britifii  troops,  but  each  divifion  waited  cooly  in  its  poft, 
expefting  what  fhould  happen. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  on  both  flanks  of  the  lines 
was  fo  favourable  to  the  approaches  of  the  enemy,  that 
the  defed  could  not  be  remedied  by  all  the  (kill  of  the 
engineer.  Thus,  an  attack  was  to  be  expelled  towards 
either  or  both  of  the  points.  The  grand  attack,  however, 
wasdirefted  to  the  right,  whither  d'Eftaing  in  perfon  led 
the  flower  of  both  armies,  and  was  accompanied  by  all 
the  principal  officers  of  each.  They  advanced  in  three 
\  columns,  under  cover  of  a  fwampy  hollow,  which  reached 
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witMn  a  very  little  dlftance  of  ibme  of ,  the  principal  CH  AP, 
^orks.  By  reafon  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  howeveri     XIX. 
they  took  a  greater  circuit,  and  went  deeper  ia  the  bog  i/WJ^ 
than  they  needed  to  have  done  $  a  circumftance,  which^      1779* 
befides  a,  critical  lofs  of  time^  could  not  fail  of  producing 
fbme  diforder.  The  attack  was  neverthelefs  made  with 
great  fpiric,  and  (iipporied  with  obftinate  perfeverance. 
One  redoiibtj  particularly,  was  the  fcene  of  much  gal- 
lantry. It  was  obftinately   defended  by  captain  Tawfc.  q^^^^Jj, 
The  enemy  planted  two  ftand  of  colours  upon  it ;  and  at  Tawfe 
length  the  brave  captain  fell,  gallantly  fighting  in  his  re- killed* 
doubt,  his  fword  being  plunged,  at  the  inftant  of  deathj 
in  the  body  of  the  third  man  he  had  killed  with  his  own 
hand. — But  while  the  conilifl:  was  dill  dubious  and  bloo- 
dy,  particularly  at  that  redoubt,  three  batteries,  which 
were  occupied. by  the  feamen,  aflailed  the  enemy  in  al-> 
mod  every  dire£iion,  and  made  fuch  havoc  in  their  ranks 
as  caufed  fome  little  diforder,  or  at  leaft  a  paufe  in  the- 
violence  of  their  attack.  At  that  inftant  a  body  of  grena- 
diers and  marines  advanced  fuddenly  from  the  lines,  and 
charged  the  enemy  with  fuch  rapidity  and  fury,  throwing 
themfelves  headlong  into  the  ditches  and  work^  amongft 
them,  that  in  ah  inftant  the  redoubt,  and  a  battery  to  the 
right  of  it,  were  totally  cleared  of  them.  The  advanlaige,prench,&c. 
v^s  purfued  with  the  greateft  vigour ;  the  enemy  were  repulfck. 
ihftantly  routed,  and  driven  into  the  fwamp  wi(h  fuch 
celerity,  that  three  companies  of  the  moft  a£tive  troops  ^ 
in  the  army  could  not,  with  all  their  exertion,  cofme  in 
for  any  ihare  of  the  honour.  The  purfuit  vi%s  prevented 
by  a  thick  fog  and  darknefs,  which  did  not  admit  of  the 
Britifh  general's  perceiving  how;  far  it  was  proper  to  ven- 
ture his  troops  out  of  the  town.  As  the  day  cleared,  the 
works  and  ditches  near  the  redoubt  prefent^d  a  moft 
fhocking  fpe£bacle  of  killed  and  wounded,  faid  by  fome 
officers  and  foldiers  to  have  been  only  equalled  at  Bun- 
ker's Hill.  At  ten  o'clock,  the  enemy  requefted  leave  to 
carry  off  their  wounded  and  bury  their  dead-,  which,' 
with  fome  reftri^ions  as  to  the  former,  was  granted. 

In  this  fatal  attack  the  lofs  of  the  allies  was  computed 
at  between  i  ooq  and  1 290  mcri  in  killed  and  wounded. —  lo^  on 
The  French  owned  44  officers,  and  about  700  private  both  fides, 
men  in  killed  and  wounded.— The  lofs  of  the  Ameri- 
cans was  not  acknowledged,  but  was  certainly  very  confi- 
derabiei  The  celebrated  Polifli  count  Pol^fki  was  mortally 
wounded.  D'Eftainghimifelf  wasgrieyoufly  woundedintwo 
places.  Several  other  French  officers  of  diftinfiion  were  alfo 
wounded.  The  lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide  was  inconceivably 
faaii; 
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XIX.     were  renewed  by  their  ill  fucceft,  each  pnttf  accttfiog  the 

(/V^  other  of  mirconduf^i  or  bad  performancei  and  betfig  the 

,  1779*  '  author  of  his  ofrh  particiilar  lofs  or  difgrace.  It  was  even 

Slt^n"*  ^****  *^^  '^  troopa  on  both  fides  were  with  diSculty 

the  French  i^ftrained  from  procecdJng  to  the  mott  def|MTate  eztre- 

and  Ame-  mkies ;  and  thsit  the  Pr^iich  and  American  eommatider^ 

ricwi.       jj^j^  principal  officers,  were  as  little  fatisfied  with  each 

other  as  the  private  men.  It  was  likewife  foppofed^  that 

a  jealoufy  had  prcTioti8y  fubfifted  on  the  American  (ute, 

from  d'£(laingV  fummoning  the  place  to  ftirrender  to  the 

arms  of  the  French  king  only.— But  however  thefe  migiir 

be,  it  was  noW  nceeflary  to  thitik  of  getting  away  with 

faiety  ;  and  even  this  it  was  ncceffary  to  maAt  wfeh  the 

appearance  of  coiltinuing  a  blockade.    Great   civilities 

now  pafled  between  the  French  and  Britifii;  and  niim- 

berlefs  apol6gies  were  made  for  the  refufal  wi&  reTpcd 

to  the-  women  and  childten.  They  were  now  prefled  to 

place  themfclve*  in  the  fituation  they  had  formerly  re-' 

qnefted  i  and  a  particular  (hip  of  war  and  connttander 

were  named  for  tJic  reception  of  Mrs.  Prevoft,*hcrchil-' 

dren,  and  company.  But  the  anfwcr  was,  that  what  had' 

once  been  rcfufcd,  and  that  in  terms  of  infult,  could  hot 

ih  any  circumftancc  be  deemed  \i'ordi  accepting. 

On  fthe  1 8th  of  th^  mondi,  upon  the  cleartng  up  of  a 
fog,  it  was  difcofercd  that  the  Freiieh  and  Atnerrcahs 
had  abandoned  their  camps  in  the  preceding  liigbt;^  Some. 
mHrfiiit  was  made,  but  it  was  fooh  fotmd  thai  thej^  had 
EMToken  down  ^11  the  bridges  behind  them,  and  porfhed 
their  tefpcfiive  routs  with  the  grcateft  difpatch.  The 
French  admiral  found  his  fleet  in  better  cofiditioh  thatr  hfo 
arMy ;  and,  therefore,  toblly  abandoned  the  cbafts  of 
America.  '  About  the  beginning  of  November  he  pro-' 
cceded  with  the  greater  part  of  hts  fleet  to  France  Ito  KHKt, 
the  reft  having  returned  to  the  Wcft-Jndies. 
Spain  joins      In  the  year  1 779,  however  ruinous  t6  the  United  Btsitcs 
thcconfc-   ill  general,  was  yet  fortunate  totherfi  in  one  iiUbiace, 
a^a?D?k       namely,  that  their  independency  was  now  ackhbi^fedgcd' 
Britain.      by  the  court  of  Spain.  The  declaration  to  this  purpofe 
Juat'i*.     '^^s  delivered  to  the  court  of  London  on  the  1 5th  of, 
:  June  ;  but  it  appears,  from  variou*  circumftamiesj  that 
thcSpanifli  governors  and  commanders  in  America  and  ^ 
the  Well-Indies  had  been  made  acquainted  wflSI^  the  in-' 
tended  rupture  long  before.  It  would  even  feemji  that 
they  were  informed  of  the  precifc  time,  or  very  near  it, 
at  which  the  rupture  was  to  take  place ;  as  it  was  aflerted, 
that  war  was  declared  in  Port  Rico  a  few  days  after  the 
delivery  of  the  Spanilh  rcfcript  in  London  j  and  it  is  cer-' 
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tain,  that  Englifli  vfeffelb  were  carried  into  the  Havannah  CHAP.  * 
as  prizes,  before  any  intelligence  of  that  eveni  could     XIX^ 
jpolTibly  arrive  there  from  Europe.  c— v— ■» 

By  means  of  this  early  intelligence,  the  whole  colony      ^^779' 
on  the  Mifliilippi,  along  witbthe  troops  deftined  for  its 
protection,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards.  The  (ct- 
tlements  in  that  part,  being  as  yet  too  weak  for  a  parti- 
cular government,  had  been  annexed  to  that  of  Weft- 
Florida  i  which  was,  however,  too  diftaiit  to  afFord  any 
effectual  prote£tion.  We  have  alfo  taken  notice  of  an  ex- 
pedition by  the  Americans  to  that  country,  though  they 
did  not  (tay  to  enforce  their  dominion.  In  confequence 
of  this,  however,  fome  troops  had  been  fent  for  the  pro- 
tedbion  of  that  infant  colony.  Thefe  were  fuddenly  at- 
tacked, towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  17799  by  Don  Ber- Anguft; 
hardo  de  Galvez,  governor  of  Lquifiana,  with  the  whole 
Force  he  could  colle6t  i  who,  having  fiirft  publicly  declar- 
ed the  independency  of  Britiih  America  by  beat  of  drum 
at  New-Orleans,  fet  out  on  his  expedition.  His  meafures 
had  been  fo  well  concerted,  that  major  general  Camp^i 
bell,  who  commanded  at  Penfacola,  did  not  receive  the 
fmalieft  information  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the 
wefterri  part  of  the  province,  or  even  that  hoftility  was 
intended,  until  the  affair  was  almo(l  over.  A  royal  iloop 
of  war,  and  ifeveral  veflels  were  taken  by  furprife,  laden 
with  provi(]ons  and  neceflaries  for  the  Britiih  detachment^ 
together  with  fome  troops  belonging  to  the  regiment  of 
Waldeflc.  This  was  quickly  followed  by  the  redu£tion  of 
the  whole  Britifh  force  in  that  country,  which,  indeed, 
did  not  amount  to  560  meii,  under  the  command  of  lieu- 
tenant  colonel  Dickfon  of  the  i6th  regiment  \  and  thefe  fon  fuf'^^J^". 
tiad  ho  other  coyer  againft  an  enemy,  much  their  fupe-  dertto  Don 
rior,  than  a  newly  conftru6ied  fort,  or  more  properly,  a  ^al^"* 
field  redoubtj   at  Batton  Rouge. — Here,  however,  they 
Hood  a  fiege  for  nine  days,  until  the  opening  of  a  battery 
of  heavy  artillery   left  no  farther  hope  ;  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  defperate  fifuation  in  which  they  were,  ho- 
nourable  terms  were  obtained,  to  which  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernor exaftly  adhered.    This  difafter,  on  the   part  of 
Britain,  was  foon  revenged  by  the  conqueft  of  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  of  Omoa,  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  particularly 
afterwards. 

The  beginning  of  the  year    1780  prefented  a  moft      ^jg^^ 
alarming  appearance  to  Britain.  She  was  now  engaged  Armed 
in  a  war,   not  only  with  her  own  revolted  colonies,  to-  N««t«Jity» 
gether  with  the  kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain  ;  but  fuch 
a'combhiacion  was  entered  into  by  the  neutral  powers, 
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under  the  title  of  an  Armed  Neutrality^  as  indicated  i 
general  inclination  to  take  up  arms  in  favour  of  America, 
fliould  the  eftabliQiment  of  her  independence  yet  remain 
doubtful. — This  extraordinary  aiTociation  originated  with 
•the  court  of  Petcrlburgh,  wl\o^  the  Britifti  miniftry 
looked  upon  as  their  bcS^  if  not  their  only  allies  in  the 
prefent  crifis.  The  declaration  of  the  emprefs  on  this  oc- 
cafion  would,  in  other  circumftanceS}  have  been  conftru- 
ed  as  a  declaration  of  war.  At  prefent^  however,  the 
court  of  London,  (landing  aloiie  ahd  unfupported,  was 
obliged  to  fubmit.  The  propofals  of  the  emprefs  were 
acceded  to  not  only  without  the  leaft  heHtation,  but  with 
the  utmoft  applaufe  of  her  juftice  and  wifdom  by  all 
other  powers  of  Europe,  to  whom  they  were  prefented^ 
Portugal  alone  excepted. 

Though  the  powerful  combination  in  favour  of  the  re- 
volted colonies,  of  which  this  Armed  Neutrality  might 
be  confidered  as  a  principal  part,  rendered  the  conteft 
with  them  uUimately  hopelefs  on  the  part  of  Great  Bri-» 
tain,  the  war  was  neverthelefs  kept  up  with  equal  fpiriC 
by  our  commanders,  s^nd  the  fame  deluGve  hopes  of  fuc« 
ccfs  were  held  put  by  the  miniftry.  The  conqueft  of  the 
fouthern  colonies  was  now  looked  tipon  as  an  ohytSt  with-* 
in  reach,  and  for  this  purpofe  an  expedition  was  under- 
uken  by.  fir  Henry  Clinton  and  admiral  Arhuthnot,  for 
which  the  ftate  of  general  Wafhington's  army  was  pecu-* 
liarly  favourable*  His  auxiliaries  had  already  returned 
horne ;  the  term  of  enliftment  of  a  great  numocr  of  con- 
tinental foldiers  was  expired  ;  and  the  filling  up  of  the 
regiments,  by  waiting  for  recruits  from  their  refpeftivc 
ftates,  muft  neceflarily  Le  a  work  of  confiderable  time* 
The  expedition,  however,  was  not  undertaken  till  the 
26th  of  December,  1779,  nor  did  the  fleet  arrive  at  the 
jin.  1780.  Savannah  until  the  end  of  January,  1780.  The  voyage, 
befides  itstedioufnefs,  was  otherwife  very  unprofperous^ 
The  fea  was  fo  rough,  and  the  weather  {o  tempeftuous, 
that  great  mifchief  was  done  among  the  tranfports  and 
viftuallcrs.  Several  were  loft  ;  others  difperfed  and  da- 
maged ;  a  few  were  taken  by  the  Americans ;  an  ordnance 
(hip  went  down  with  all  her  ftores  5  and  almoft  all  the 
horfes,  whether  for  draught  or  belonging  to  the  cavalry, 
were  loft. 

From  Savannah  the  fleet  and  army  proceeded  before 
the  middle  of  February  to  the  inlet  or  harbour  of  North 
Edifto,  on  the  coaft  of  South-Carolina,  where  the  army 
was  landed  without  oppofition,  and  took  poflcflion  with 
equal  facility  of  the  iflands  of  St.  James  and  St.  John ; 
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but,  from  feme  difficulties,  the  nature  of  which  were  CHA'-Pr 
never  well  explained,  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  March  XIX,  , 
that  they  pafled  the  river  Afliley.  On  the  ift  of  April 
they  broke  ground  within  800  yards  of  the  enemy's  works^ 
and  in  a  week  their  guns  were  mounted  in  battery. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  admiral  had  by  no  means  been 
di^ficient  in  his  endeavours  to  pais  Charleftown  bar,  i^ 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces ;  but  fo  difficult 
was  the  talk,  that  the  fleet  lay  in  that  fituation  expofed 
on  an  open  coaft,  in  the  winter  feafon,  to  the  danger  of^ 
the  feas  and  the  infults  of  the  enemy,  for  above  a  fort- 
night before  a  proper  opportunity  offered.  The  bar  was,, 
however,  pafTed,  on  the  20th  of  March,  without  lofs,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour  gained  without  difficulty. 

The  provincials  had  a  conOderable  marine  force  in  the 
harbour,  which  might  have  been  expe£led  to  contribute 
more  to  the  defence  of  the  town  and  paflage  than  it  ac- 
tually did.  It  confided  of  an  Aqierican  (hip  built  fin<:e 
the  commencement  of  the  war|  and  picrcedior  6d  guns, , 
but  mounting  only  44  *,  feven  frigates  of  the  fame  coun-» 
try,  ftom  32  to  16  guns ;  a  French  frigate  of  26  guns, 
and  a  polacre  of  i8.  Thefe,  at  firft,  upon  the  admiral's 
getting  over  the  bar,  fhewed  fome  inclination  to  refift, 
and  took  a  favourable  pofition.  for  this  purpofe.  On  the 
approach  of  the  BritiQi  force,  however,  their  refolution 
appears  to  have  failed  them  (and,  therefore,  leaving  fort 
Moultrie,  on  Sullivan's  illand,  to  its  fate,  they  retired  to 
pharleflown  ;  where  moft  of  the  {hips,.with  a  number 
pf  merchant  vefle]s,  being  fittsd  with  chevaux  de/rize  on 
their  ()ecVS|  were  funk  to  obilru6b  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  This  obilacle,  however,  was  foon  removed ;  and 
the  fuccefs  Qf  the  attack  on  the  land- fide  depending  al- 
moft  entirely  on  the  joint  operation  of  the  fleet,  the  admi- 
ral took  a  favourable  opportunity  of  paffing  the   heavy 
batteries  at  fort  Moultrie,  fo  much  celebrated  for  its  ob- 
ftinate  defence  againit  the  attack  of  fir  Peter  Parker. 

On  the  9th  of  April  this  paflage  was  effedled  with  lit- 
tle lofs  of  men,  under  a  fevere  fire  from  the  fort,  though  ^" 
fome  of  the  fliips  fuffercd  confiderably.;  and  a  tranfport, 
with  fome  naval  {lores,  was  of  neceuuy  abandoned  and 
burnt.  The  great  obje£l,  however,  was  how  gained  ;  they 
were  in  pofleffion  of  the  harbour,  and  took  fuch  effcftual 
meafures  for  blocking  up  or  fecuring  the  various  inlets, 
that  the  town  was  almoft  completely  inverted. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  the  batteries  ready  to  be  open- 
ed, a  fummons  was  fent  to  general  Lincoln,  who  com- 
manded in  Charleftown,  to  furrender. — This  fummona, 
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however,  being  refined,  hoftilities  inftantly  commenced. 
The  defences  of  the  town  confided  of  a  chain  of  redoubts^ 
lines,  and  batteries,  extending  from  one  river  to  the  otber» 
and  covered  with  80  cannon  and  mortars.  In  the  front 
of  either  flank,  the  works  were  covered  bj  fwamps,  ori- 
ginating from  the  oppofite  rivers,  and  tending  towards 
the  centre  j  through  which  they  were  conne£^ed  by  a 
panal  pafling  from  one  to  the  other.  Between  thefe  out- 
ward impediments  and  the  wprks,  were  two  ftrong  rows 
of  abbatis,  the  trees  being  buried  flanting  in  the  earth  ; 
to  that  their  heads  facing  outwards,  formed  a  kind  of 
fraize-work  againft  the  aflailants  i  and  thefe  were  farther 
fecured  by  a  ditch  double  picketted.  In  the  centre,  where 
the  natural  defences  were  unequal  to  thofe  on  the  flanks, 
a  horn-work  of  mafonry  had  been  conftruAed,  as  well  to 
remedy  that  defedi,  as  to  cover  the  principal  gate ;  and 
this  during  the  (iege  had  been  clofed  ^n,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  render  it  a  kind  of  citadel,  or  independent  fort. 

The  fiege  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour ;  the  bat- 
teries were  foon  perceived  to  acquire  a  fuperiority  to 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  and  the  works  were  pufhed  forward 
with  unremitting  induilry.  By  the  jpth  of  April  the  fe- 
cond  parallel  was  completed  5  the  approaches  to  it  fecur- 
ed }  and  it  was  carried  within  450  yards  of  the  main 
works  of  the  be^eged.  Major  Moncrieffe,  who  had  gain- 
ed fo  much  honour  at  the  Savannah,  acquired  no  lefs  ap- 
plaufe,  from  the  very  fupcrior  and  maTterly  manner  in 
which  hecondu£led  the  offenfive  operations  of  the  fiege. 

The  town  had  kept  Its  communication  open  with  the 
country  on  the  farther  fide  of  Cooper's  river,  for  fomc 
time  after  it  had  been  invefled  on  other  fides  by  the  fleet 
and  army ;  and  fome  bodies  of  militia,  cavalry,  and  in- 
fantry, began  to  aflemble  on  the  higher  parts  of  that  river, 
who,  being  in  pofTcflion  of  the  bridges,  might,  at  leaft, 
have  become  troublefomc  to  the  foraging  parties,  if  not 
capable  of  difturbing  the  operations  of  the  army.  The 
general,  as  foon  as  his  fituation  would  permit,  detached 
1400  men  under  lieutenant  colonel  Webfter,  in  order  to. 
deftroy  this  corps  which  the  enemy  were  preparing  to  af- 
femble  in  the  field,  to  break  in  upon  their  remaining 
communications,  and  to  feize  the  principal  pailes  of  the 
country.  On  this  expedition  lieutenant  colonel  Tarleton, 
at  the  head  of  a  corps  of  cavalry,  and  feconded  by  major 
Ferguflbn's  light  infantry  and  markfmen,  with  a  very  in- 
ferior force,  furprifed,  defeated,  and  almoft  totally  cut  off 
the  rebel  party  5  and  thereby  opened  a  way  for  colonel 
^yebfter  tp  fliut  up  the  place  entirely. 
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As  the  arrival  of  a  large  reinforcement  f rom  New- C  H  A  P, 
York  enabled  the  general  confiderably  to  ftrengthen  the     XIX. 
corps  under  Webfter ;  fo  the  importance  of  the  fituation  {^/"V^J 
induced  Cornwallis  to  take  the  command  on  that  fide  of     1780. 
1^  Cooper's  river  ;  suid  under  the  condu£b  of  this  nobleman^i 
colenel  Tarletqn  entirely  ruined  another  body  of  cavalry 
which  the  enemy  had  with  the  utmoll  diihculry  coU 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bcfiegcfrs  had  completed  their 
third  parallel^  which  they  carried  clofe  to  the  provincial 
canal ;  and  by  a  fap  pufhed  to  the  dam  which  fupplied  it 
with  water  on  the  right,  they  had  drained  it  in  feveral 
parts  to  the  bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  the  admiral, 
who  had  conftantly  prefled  and  diftrefled  the  enemy,  hav- 
ing taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Pleafant,  acquire^  from  its 
vicinity,  and  the  information  of  the  deierters  which  it 
encouraged,  a  full  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  garrifon 
and  defences  of  fort  Moultrie  in  Sullivnn's-Ifland.  In 
purfuunce  of  this  information,  he  landed  a  body  of  fea- 
men  and  marines  to  florm  the  place  by  land,  while  the 
(hips  battered  it  by  fea  in  every  pofliblc  diredlion.  In 
ihefe  ci re um (lances,  the  garrifon  feeing  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  they  were  expofed,  and  fenfible  of  the 
impofiibility  of  relief,  furrendcred  themfclves  prifoners 
of  war.  Thus,  driven  to  its  laft  refource,  the  general  RiJl 
wifliing  to  preferve  Charleftown  from  deftruO:ion»  and 
to  avoid  the  cruelty  of  ftorming  the  place,  fent  a  fecond 
fummons  to  general  Lincoln,  with  an  offer  of  the  fame 
terms  which  the  latter  had  before  refufed,  but  which  Jj;'"^,°'""^ 
were  now  accepted  without  hefitation.  The  garrifon  May  ix*. 
were  allowed  fome  of  the  honours  of  war. 

On  this  occafion^  the  number  of  prifoners  amounted  to 
5611,  exclufive  of  near  1000  feamen.  An  immenfe 
quantity  of  artillery,  amounting  to  upwards  of  400  pieces 
of  cannon,  were  found  in  the  town  and  forts  adjacent. 
One  French  and  three  American  frigates,  which  had  ef- 
caped  the  operation  of  being  funk  in  the  river,  fell  like- 
wife  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 

The  mod  rapid  fuccefs  now  every  where  attended  the 
Britifliarms  in  Carolina.'  Lord  Cornwallis  having  march- 
ed up  the  north  fide  of  the  great  river  Santee,  received 
^   intelligence  that  there  were  fome  Virginia  troops,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Burford,   near  the  borders  of 
North  Carolina.  He  accordingly  detached  colonel  Tarle-  Colonel 
ton  with  700  light  cavalry,  and  a  new  corps  of  infantry  Tarlcton 
called  the  Legion,   mounted  on  horfeback,  in  order  to  ^f^^^^f  *''*^ 
rout  and   difperfc  that  body,   before  it   could  receive  at  W:ixi;iw. 
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CHAP,  any  reinforcement  from  the  neighbouring  colonies'.-'-^ 
XIX.    The  Americans,  confiding  in  their  diftance  from  the  ene- 
^Xy^KJ  n^T*  h^<^  hetn  at  no  pains  to  chufe  a  proper  fituation. 
»78<K     Colonel  Tarieton,  therefore,  havihg^  marched  1 05  miles 
in  54  houTff,  prefented  himfelf  fuddenly  and  unexpe£led-. 
ty  before  them  at  a  place  called  Waitfaw.  But,  although 
tiic  enemy  were  furprifed  and  dir|)iriced,  they  pofitively 
refufed  the  oflFer  of  the  Britifh  commander  to  furrcnder 
on  the  fame  terms  with  the  garrifon  of  Charleftown.  An 
engagement,  therefore,  enfued',  in  which  the  provincials^ 
though  fuperior  in  number,  made  but  a  faint  defence  ; 
above   100  were  killed  on  the  fpot^  and  150  fo  badly 
wounded,  that  they  were  unablie  to  travel,  and  about  50 
were  brought  away  prifoners.  Their  colours,  baggage, 
with  the  remains  of  the  artillery  of  the  fouthem  army^ 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  conquerors. 
Sooth.Ca-      This  fuccefs  feemed  decifive  as  to  the  fate  of  Souths 
rolina  en-  Carolina,    General  Clinton  confidered  it  as  fo  entirely 
tireljr  rcdu-  f^^jugated,  that  on  his  return  to  Nfew- York,  in  the  be-? 
■  June,     ginning  of  June,  he  acquainted  the  American  miniilerj» 
that  there  were  few  men  in  the  province  who  were  not 
either  prifoners  to,  or  in  arms  with  the  Bri.tiih  forces^ 
and  he  exulted  in  the  numbers  of  thofe  who  came  in  from 
every  quarter  to  teftify  their  allegiance,  to  offer  their  Cer- 
vices ill  fupport  of  his  majefty's  government,  and  who, 
in  many  inftances,  had  brought  as  prifoners  their  former 
oppreflbrs  or  leaders.  This  appearance  of  loyalty  induced 
fir  Henry  to  put  in  execution  a  fcheme  often  recommended 
by  ihe  partizans  of  the  Britifti  miniftry,  viz.  the  obliging 
.    •  the  province  to  contribute  largely  to  its  own  defence, 

and  even  to  take  an  aftive  part  in  fupprcfling  the  rcbeU 
lion  on  its  frontiers. 

Notwithftanding  thcfe  pofitive  aflirtions,  however,  and 
the  flattering  appearance  of  loyalty  in  South-Carolina,  at 
the  time  of  fir  Henry  Clinton's  departure  from  thenc«,  it 
foon  became  obvious,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
fo  little  fatisfied  with  their  prefent  government,  that  they 
endeavoured  to  difpofe  of  their  property  on  the  bed  terms 
they  could  obtain,  and  totally  to  abandon  the  country. 
This  condu£t  became  fo  frequent  and  glaring,  that  lord 
July.  Comwyllis  found  it  ncccflary,  towards  the  end  of  July, 
to  ifiue  a  proclamation,  flri£^ly  forbidding  all  fales  and 
transfers  of  property,  including  even  negroes,  without  a 
licenfe  firft  obtained  from  the  commandant  of  Charlef- 
town  ;  and  likewife  forbidding  all  maflers  of  vefi*els  from 
carrying  any  perfons  whatever,  whether  black  or  white, 
.  out  of  the  colony,  without  a  written  paflTport  from  the 

fame  officer. 
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in  the  mean  time,  the  part  of  the  Britifli  army  dcftmcd  C  H  AP. 
^o  aftive  fervice  was  advanced  towards  the  frontiers,  un-     XIX. 
dcr  the  command  of  lord  Rawdon,  who  fixed  his  head-  V-^^vx-f 
quarters  at  the  town  of  Camden.  The  advantageous  fitu-     1780. 
ation  of  that  place  on  the  ^reat  river  Santec,  which  af- 
forded an  .cafy  communication  with  fevcral  remote  parts, 
of  the  country,  together  with  other  inviting  and  favour- 
able circumftances,  induced  lord  CornwalUs  not  only  to 
make  it  a  place  of  arms,  but  a  general  ftorehoufe  or  repo- 
fitory  for  the  army  in   its  intended  operations.    He,  ac- 
cordingly, ufed  the  utmoft  difpatch  in  conveying  thither 
from  Gharleftown  the  (lores  neceflary  for  the  troops, 
which,  by  reafon  of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  proved  a 
matter  of  great  labour  and  difficulty.  He  like  wife  fpared 
no  pains  in  arming  and  embodying  th?  militia  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  in  raifing  new  military  corps,  under  wellaf- 
fefted  leaders. 

But,  during  thcfe  tranfa£lions,  a  great  change  in  the  Ncwdiftur- 
a{pc<a  of  affairs  took  place  in  North  Carolina.  Befides  Nont  cL 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  Loyalifts,  who  were  treated  withrolm^.. 
Tittle  mercy,  major-general  Baron  de  Kalbe,  a  German 
officer  in  the  American  fervice,  arrived  in  that  province 
with  20D0  continental  troops,  and  was  followed  by  fomc 
bodies  of  militia  from  Virginia.  The  governors  of  the  co- 
lony were  likewife  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  and 
preparations,  at  lead  for  defence,  if  not  for  conqueft. 
Troops  were  raifed,  the  militia  every  where  drawn  out  j 
and   Rutherford,  Cafwel,  Sumptcr,   and  other  leaders, 
advanced  to  the  frontiers,  at  the  head  of  different  bodies, 
Skirmilhes  took  place  on  all  (ides,  and  were  attended  * 

with  various  fortune  ;  the  enemy  became  fo  dangerous, 
that  lord  Rawdon  was  obliged  to  contraft  his  pofts. 

It  foon  appeared  that  the  loyalty  of  South  Carolina 
was  not  to  be  depended  on,  and  that  nothing  could  deter 
the  inhabitants  from  adhering  to  the  caufe  of  congrefs, 
whenever  an  opportunity  offered.  As  the  enemy  increaf- 
ed  in  ftrength,  aQd  approached  nearer,  numbers  of  thofe 
yho  had  fubmitted  to  the  Britifli  govern ment,»  and 
others  who  were  on  parole,  abandoned  or  hazarded  ^1 
things  in  order  to  join  them.  A  colonel  Lifle,  who  bad 
exchanged  his  parole  for  a  certificate  of  being  a  good 
fubjeft,  carried  off  a  whole  battalion  of  militia,  which 
had  been  raifed  by  another  gentleman  for  lord  Cornwal- 
Hs,  to  join  Sumpter.  Another  battalion,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  conduft  about  100  fick  down  the  Pedce  to 
George-town,  feized  their  own  officers,  and  carried 
them,  with  the  fick,  all  prifoners  to  the  enemy. 
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C  H  AP        Gcttctal  Gates  was  now  in  North  Carolina,  to  take  th^ 
XIX.      command  of  the  new  fouthcrn  army,  and  the  time  was  fa/l 
V.^^'V^^   approaching,  wheh  the  high  military  reputation  he  had 
'i78o«      acquired   was  to  be  flaked  in  a  conteft  with  earl  Corn- 
Provinciala  wallis.  In  thc  fccond  week  of  Auguft,  the  latter  having 
fcated  nc^r  received  intelligence  at  Charleftown,  that  Gates  was  ad- 
Camden.     vancing  With  his  army,  and  that  Sumpter  was  endeavour- 
^iu^juu,     ing  to  cut  off  thc  communication  between  that  city  and 
the  army ;  that  the  whole  country  between  the  Pcdcc 
and  the  black  river  had  revolted ;  and  that  lord  Rawdori 
Was  colleding  his  whole  force  at  Camden — ^he  immedi- 
ately fet  off  for  that  place.  On  his  arrival,  he  found  he 
had  no  fmall  difficulties  to  encounter. — Gates  Was  at 
hand  with  a  great  fuperiority  of  force :  his  army   wad 
computed  at  not  lefs  than  5000  or  6000  men,  and  was 
fuppofcd  to  be  very  well  appointed  ;  and  rendered  ftill 
more  formidable  by  the  name  and  character  of  its  com- 
mander. On   the  other  hand,  lord  Cornwallis's  tegulat 
force  was  fo  much  reduced  by  ficknefs  and  cafualties,  as 
not  much  to  exceed  1400  fighting  men,  with  400  or  506 
militia,  or  North  Carolina   refugees.  The   pofition   of 
Camden,  however  convenient  or  advantageous  in  othct 
refpcdls,  was  a  bad  one  to  receive  an  attack.  He  could 
indeed  have  made  good  his  retreat  to  Charleftown  with 
thofe  troops  that  were  able  to  march ;  but,  in  that  cafe, 
he  muft  have  left  about  800  fick,  with  a  vail  quantity  &i 
valuable  ftores,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He 
llkcwife  forefaw,  that  excepting  Charleftown  and  the  Sa-^ 
vannah,  a  retreat  would  be  attended  with  the  lofs  of  the 
two  provinces  of  Carolina  and  Georgia. — ^In  his  own 
words,  there  was  **  little  to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and  much 
to  gain  by  a  viflory."  The  intelligence  which  he  receiv- 
ed that  general  Gates  had  encamped  in  a  bad  fituation  at 
Ruggles,  about    13    miJcs  from  Camden,  undoubtedly 
ferved  to  confirm  lord  Cornwallis  in  his  determination. 
He  accordingly  marched  from  Camden,  about  10  o'clock 
at  night,  with  a  full  intention  of  furprifing  general  Gates 
at  Ruggles,  and  making  his  difpoQtions  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  that  his  beft  troops  and  greateft  force  fhould  be 
dire£^ed  againft  the  continenti^l  regiments,  laying  little 
ftrefs  on  the  militia,  if  thefe  were  fufficicntly  provided 
againft. 

It  w!as  very  fingular,  that  at  thc  very  hour  and  mo- 
ment at  which  lord  Cornwallis  fet  out  Irom  Camden  to 
furprife  Gates,  that  general  fhpuld  fet  out  from  Ruggles 
to  furprife  him. — —As  the  two  armies  mutually  ap- 
proached, the  Jight  troops,  and  advanced  guards  on  each 
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iid£, neceffarily  fell  in  with,  and  eng^i^d  each  other  in  CH  A& 
the  dark.  In  this  blind  encounter,  the  American  light  XIX* 
tcoop^y  being  driven  back  on  the  van,  confiderably  dif-  K^T^fS^ 
ordered  it,  as  well  as  their  centre,  which  probably  was  ^^^'  ^ 
pcver  afterwards  recovered.  Lord  Cornwallis  reprcflcd  ^^ 
the  firing  early,  and  immediately  formed.  He  found  that 
tixe  enemy  were  in  bad  ground,  and  he  could  not  hazard 
in  the  dark  the  advantages  which  their  (ituation  would 
^fibrd  him  in  the  light.  A  movement,  however,  made  by 
Ithe  Americans  on  the  left  by  day-light,  indicating  fome 
change  of  difpofition,  offered  fome  advantage' to  the  royal 
suTfXij.  This  being  eagexly  feized  by  their  Wilful  general, 
he  inftantly  ordered  colonel  Webfter,  who  commanded 
the  Sritiih  right,  dire£l:ly  to  charge  the  enemy's  left  with 
the  light  infantry,  fupported  by  the  a3d  and  33d  regi^ 
ments.  The  a£tion  foon  became  general,  and  was  fup<#> 
ported  with  theutmoft  obftinacy,  the  firing  being  inter* 
xnixe4  with  (harp  and  welUfuppprted  contcds  at  the 
bayonet*  The  bazincfs  of  the  morning,  with  the  clo.u4 
of  fmokc  which  involved  both  .armies,  prevented  the  ef* 
fe£):s  X3if  the  fine  from  being  well  obferved.  It  was  evident, 
however,  that  the  Briti'fli  troops  puihed  forward,  and  the 
Americans  gave  way^  until  at  laft  the  rout  becoming  ge« 
neral,  they  fled  on  all  fides,  and  were  purfued  20  milc^ 
from  th^  field  of  battle.  All  their  artillery,  amounting  to 
7  or  8  br^s  field-pieces,  with  2000  (land  of  arms,  their 
military  waggons,  and  feveral  (tandards,  were  taken, 
.^Ibout  Sao  or  900  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  1.00  ta*' 
ken.  The  whole  body  of  American  militia,  (which  con* 
fUtuted.byfar  the. greater  part  of  their  force,)  excepting, 
only  one  North-Carolina  reg^ent»  run  away  at  the  firl^ 
fire,  and  were  i«capable  ot  being  rallied,  or  evenper- 
fuaded  to  make  a  fingle  ftaod  ;  io  that,  gaining  the  woods 
as  faft  as  pofiible,  they  totally  difperfed.  The  continen- 
tal regular  troops,  however,  and  the  fingle  regiment  of 
Norih*CArolina  militia,  vindicated  their  own  and  the  na-  * 

tional  character.  General  baron  de  Kalbe,.  aPruffian  of- 
ficer, the  fecond  in  command,  whoAvas  mortally  w^un* 
ded  in  this  engagement,  fpent  his  lad  breath  in  di£lating 
a  letter,  expreffive  of  the  warmed  afie(fiionfQr  the  Ame- 
ncana^  and  containing  the  higheft  encomiums  on  the  va- 
lour of  the  regular  troops,  the  fatisfa£l:ian  that  he  felt 
in  haring  been  a  partaker  of  cheir  fortune,  and  having 
fallen  in  their  caufe.  Befides  general  Italbe,  the  Ameri- 
cans loft  feveral  other  ofiicers,  among  whom  were  bri- 
gadier-general Gregory,  killed, and. general  Rutherford,  .  . 
t^kcn.  The  lofs  on  the  paa  ot  cne  Britim  amounted  only 
Vol.  V.                     O  3 
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CHAP,  to  324,  tilled,  wounded,  and  prifbnerst  among  ^ofM> 

XIX     however,  were  fcvcral  brave  officers^ 
(^•YNJ      The  viftory  at  Camden  was  quickly  followed  by  ano* 
TaHct^n     ^J^^*— G^^^^^^^  Sumpter  had  for  fomc  dure  been  very 
defeats""     fucccfsful  in  cutting  off  or  intercepting  the  Dritiih  par- 
Sumpter.    ties  and  convoys,  and  lay  now,  with  about  1000  mcttp 
and  a  num];>er  of  prifoners  and  waggons  which  he  had 
latelv  taken,  at  Catawba   Fords.  As  Lord  Cornwalfis 
conudered  it  a  matter  of  fome  confequence  to  give  a 
check  to  this  body  before  he  advanced  to  North  Caroli* 
na,  he  detached  Colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  light  infan- 
try and  cavalry  of  the  legion,  to  the  number  of  350,  an 
this  fervice.  Sumpter,  confiding  in  his  diftance  fronx 
the  enemy,  was  farprifed  at  noon-day  fo  completely, 
that  his  men  were  moftly  cut  off  from  their  arms.  The 
viftory  was,  therefore,  nothing  more  than  a  flaughtcr 
and  rout.  About  150  were  killed,  and  300  taken  prHbn- 
ers,  with   two  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  prifoners  and 
waggons  retaken  which  had  fallen  into  his  hands  at  the 
Catawba  Fords. 

While  the  military  operations  already  related  were  go- 
ing on  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  the  hoftile  armies  on  the 
fide  of  New- York  were  fo  nearly  poifed,  that  no  great 
exploits  could  be  performed  on  either  fide. 

Mean  time  the  refugees  were  now  grown  fo  nume- 
rous, that,  thro'  fome  miftaken   policy,  they  were  per- 
mitted^ to  fet  up  a  difl:in£i:  government  in  New-York,  un- 
der the  name  of  «  The  Honourable  Board  of  Affociated 
AffociatioB  Loyalills  5"  and  this  board  was  faid  to  be  authorized 
at  New.     I>y  ^hc  Briiifli  legiflaturc.  But,  be  this  as  it  will,  as  thcfe 
Verk.         refugees  had  a  common  ftock,  and  their  infant  excurfions 
at  fea  proved  extremely  fuccefsful,  they  became  every  day 
more  powerful,  and  poffeffed  fomething  like  a  fleet  of 
fmall  privateers  and  cruizers.  Their  knowledge  of  the  ad- 
joining coafls  afforded  them  fuch  advantages,  that  they 
generally  proved  fuccefsful  in  their  enterprizes ;  but  their 
want  of  any  effectual  difcipline  or  government,  along  with 
theirtpeculiar,  and  frequently  perfonal  animofity,  lead- 
ing them  to  excefs,  produced  retaliation  on  the  other 
fide,  fo  that  the  war  was  carried  on  with  unrelenting 
cruelty  on  both  fides,  without  the  leaft  tendency  either 
to  conquflt  or  reconciliation, 
tinfueccfa.      ^  fcw  days  before  the  arrival  of  fir  Henry  Clinton 
fui  cxpedi-  from  Charleftown,  the  generals  Knyphaufen,  Robertfou 
ffcms^^oro  and  Tryon,  with  a  view  of  attacking  fomc  of  Wafliing- 
Ncw  o'k.jQu^g  out-pofts,  paffed  over  by  night  with  5000  or  6oo^ 
tQ$n  from  Stateu  Ifland  to  Elizabeth-town  ia  Kew-Jc^ 
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fey.  On  the  following  morningi  though  feverdy  harrif-  CH  AP« 
fed  in  their  march  by  the  provincial  militia,  they  advanc-     XIX- 
•cd  a  few  miles  to  a  fettlement  called  the  Connefticut  (^/VVJ 
Faurmsj  from  its  having  been  planted  and  fettled,  a  few     '78o» 
years  before,  by  fome  inhabitants  of  that  province.  This  ^^^ 
new  and  thriving  fettlement  was  burnt,  together  with 
the  Prefbyterian  church  in  that  place.  But  what  produ^- 
ced  the  loadeft  complaints,  was  the  de^th  of  the  clergy- 
jnan's  wife,  who,  fitting  with  her  family,  was  ihot,  by 
accident,  through  a  window  in  her  own  houfe. 

From  thence  the  army  proceeded  to  Springfield;  and 
«net  with  the  like  annoyance  on  their  march,  but  with 
^;reater  cSeSt,  as  the  militia  now  had  aflembled  in  great- 
er number?.  At  laft  they  found  themfelves  oppofed  by 
^general  Maxwell,  at  the  head  of  the  Jerfey  brigade,  and 
reinforced  by  all  the  militia  he  could  collet,  well  pofted 
in  the  fame  place.  Whether  it  proceeded  from  Maxwell's 
good  countenance  and  pofition,  or  from  whatever  other 
cdufe,  the  army  halted,  and  cojitinued  on  the  fame 
ground  till  midnight  without  advancing.  The  Americsvnsy 
however,  though  inferior  in  (Irength,  kept  up  a  conftant 
and  inceifant  firing,  without  coming  to  any  clofe  aftion } 
by  which  the  Britiih  officers,  finding  themfelves  in  all 
probability  more  likely  than  ufual  to  be  over-matched, 
were  induced  to  give  up  the  main.obje£t  of  their  enter- 
prize,  and  return  to  Elizabeth-town  at  night. 

The  arrival  of  fir  Henry  Clinton  at  New- York  made  no 

change  in  the  fituation  of  the  royal  forces,  who  dill  kept 

their  poft  at   Elizabeth-town.    On  the  contrary,   tW 

commander  in  chief  determined  to  profecute  the  inten-- 

dedenterprize  with  ftill  more  vigour.  For  this  purpofe,  a 

feint  was  made  of  an  expedition  up  the  North  River, 

which  had  the  defired  efFeft  of  drawing  Wafliington  from 

the  place  where  he  was  encamped,  and  where  he  would 

have  obftru£t:ed  the  defign,  in  order  to  defend  the  ftrong 

pods  in  the  Highlands,  the  taking  of  which  would  have 

been  dsftruAive  to  his  army.  This  point  being  gained, 

the  forces  at  Elizabeth-town  again  advanced  towards  ju^g  ^^ 

Springfield.  This  village  lay  at  the   fool  of  thofe  hills 

which  conftituted  the  fttength  of  the  country,  and  led 

dire£l:ly  to  fome  of  the  principal  paffes,  which  were  now 

guarded  by  genctal  Greene,  at  the  head  of  Starke's  and 

the  Jerfey  brigades,  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring  militia. 

The  bridge  which  led  to  the  village  was  defended  by  170 

men,  under  a  Colonel  Angel,  whcr  maintained  his  ground 

forabout  a  quarter  of  anhour,  with  great  gallantry,  ag^inft 

a  vail  fupenority  of  force,  and  though  Qbliged  at  laft  td 
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CHAP*  give  way^  foundmieand  tocany  ofFhid  ^»<oundedy  Aoii^ 
XIX.     -nearly  one- fourth  of  the  whole  corps  were  by  this  time 
W-'v^^^  killed  or  difabled ;  the  Britifli  troops  having  fuffered  more 
17S0*      in  this- trifling  affair  than  could  be  imagined. 

At  this  time,Grcenc  lay  about  a  mile  aboT«1Spriii>gfield'; 
but  his  troops  were  fo  divided,  that  he  cauld  not  make  atiy 
4«tachment  fufficient  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Angel,  with- 
t)ut  hazarding  the  fecu-rity  of  the  poft  he  himfetf  occupied^ 
!0fnd  which  was  of  much  greater  importance.  The  Britift 
troops,  therefore,  having  met  with  fuch  an  unexpeded 
check  from  the  handful  of  men  at  the  bridge,  dW  not  ven- 
.  ture  to  at'tack  general  Greene,  but  clofed  tbeirexpeditkii 

bJJn^t:       '*^»**>w^"*^'ng  *e  vi»  The  royal  force$ 

paifed  over  the  fame  night  to  StatenJfland  ;  while 
Waftington  continued  to  be  amtifed  for  ibme  days  h>i^|er 
with  the  appearance  of  aft  expedition  up  th€  bfotth-Ri- 
ver, which  probably  never  was  intended^ 

The  event  of  this  ftiort  campaign  in  the  j€Tf»ys>(hew*- 
ed,  more  than  any  thing  thate  had  yet  happened,  th€ 
utter  impoffibiiity  of  reducing  the  Americans  by  lorce  of 
arms.  A  force  which  bad  once  been  thought  fiiffleient  t6 
f^eep  every  obftacle  befiDrc  it,  had  been  baffled  by  ft 
body  of  Americans  not  e^tcecding  i  aoo  men ;  for  gen^ 
ral  Greene,  whom  they  durft  not  attack,  had  not  abovf 
I  oo»  under  his  command.    It  was  now  evident  that  the 
Britifh  forces  had  an  enemy  in  the  field  tittle  kfs  re& 
pedable  than  themfelves;  that  all  the  fuperiority  in  arins, 
which  had  produced  fuch  efFe£tsat  the  beginning  of  th<^ 
€onteffc,wa8,in  a  great  meafure,  at  an  md  i  not  didgenemi 
Wafliington  fail  to  ftew  the  greateft  exultation  m  the 
public  orders  given  by  him  afterwards,  on  the  effe^  of 
ihe  impF0V4gment«  in  difcipline  be  had  already  made,  and 
Ae  greater  which  he  ftill  hoped. 
M.  de  Fay-      Bating  the  courfe'  of  the  fummer,  the  Amcrfciins  were 
ctte,anddc  farther  4nc6ttraged  by  the  return  of  the  Marquis  de  la 
JhTtr^^'  Fayctce  from  Fiance,  whither  he  had  gone  wmc  timt 
America,     be&rc.    His  e»ly  engagement  and  great   »gal  in  the 
Am«ri<?an  iervke,  in  which  he  held  an  high  rank,  c^ufed 
him  to  be  received  with  diftinftion  by  Wafliin^ofl,  who 
gave  him  a  letter  to  Congrefs  full  of  the  moft  flattering 
encomiums.  .  . 

In  a  {horc  time  after  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Temay  at 
July  II.  RhiDdc-ifland,  liefeemed  to  decMd  matters  at  once  in 
fovoixr  of  the  Colonies,  He  bad  albftg  with  hitii  a  fcjua- 
dr<m  of  feven  feU  oftbc  line,  five  frigates,  and  two  af- 
ttwd  vefifete.  Uh  &mi  (Mp,.  .LeB«c  de  Burgoyne,  car* 
9M^<ld4gQn^  m(k,t^i^  menf  t^d  ciAf^e^vA4i^^ 
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ftfid  four  had  64  guns  eaeb.  He  lUcewife  <:onv6|i«d  a  fleet  C  H  A  P« 
of  tranfport»,  with  fire  old  French  regiments,  and  a    <XIX. 
biittelion  <tf  avtiUary,  amounting  in  all  to  about  6ood  (/Y\J 
men,  under  the  coadud  cf  licutcnant*general  the  count      *7^- 
•<1«  Rodhambeau.  They  were  received  fay  major-general 
2€eath;  who,  for  the  fectsrity  of  the  troops  and  fquadron 
«galiift  any  aittempts  from  New* York,  put  them  in  poflef- 
fion  of  the  numerons  forts  and  batteries  of  the  ifland^ 
frhich,  with  the  indaftry  peculiar  to  the  Americans,  they  . 
Coon  put  in  a  ftrong  ftate  of  defence* 

:    In  the  mean  time,  the  American  commander^  in  order  ^^^^^ 
to  ptrevent  any  jealoufies  or  contefts  from  arifing  between  fleet  block. 
1*he  two  nations,  ifiued  a  requifitioninpublic  orders,  to  the  edup  in 
American  officers)  foiiciting,  and  ftrongly  recommend-  ^^^^ 
ing  to  them  to  wear  black  and  white  cockades,  (the  Arbuthoot. 
ground  of  the  former,  and  the  relief  of  the  latter  colour), 
«e  a  compliment  and  iymbol  of  afFe6%ion  to  their  generous 
atid  magnanimous  allies.— There  were  now  indeed  the 
gyeateft  hopes  ^at  matters  would  be  fpeedily  decided ; 
4br,  as  Admiral  Arbuthnot  had  only  four  fail  of  the  line 
fltt  New- York)  he  was  by  no  means  able  to  cope  with  the 
F^tieh  fquadron }  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  expectation 
of  being  himfelf  attacked  by  them.  This  ftate  of  afiaira 
was  foon  changed  by  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Graves,  with 
fift  fail  of  the  Knejr  from  England  j  fo  that  the  French 
now,  inftead  of  being  able  to  a£k  on  the  offenfive,  found  ^"  ^  *^ 
them^ves  Mocked  up  in  Rhode-Ifland.  Here,  however, 
the  Britifh  found  the  enemy  fo  ftrong,  that  an  attack  by 
ft%  was4«ipradk:able ;  and  chough  fir  Henry  Clinton  me- 
tiitaoed  an^  3tt?ack  by  land,  it  did  not  appear  that  fuch  a 
fiieafure  was  agreeable  to  the  Admiral.  Dlfagreement 
Slid  difliko  apj^eared  to  take  pkice  between  the  comman- 
ders of  the  fea  and  land  forces;  fo  that,  after  much  delay 
Md  ambiguous  correfpondencc,  the  troops  were  relan- 
lied.  It  ^oes  not  appear,  however,  that,even  fuppofing  the 
moft'theerfWl  co-operation  between  the  fleet  and  army, 
the  ei!cp¥t)ttk)n  againft  Rhode-Ifland  could  have  been  at- 
tended ^fh  faccefs  y^  for,  .befides  the  natural  advantages 
of  fituation  which  that  iiland  poflcfles,  and  the  ftrength  ^*:.- 

0i  its  fbhs  and  btitteries,  the  New-England  provinces 
weievrtady  ro  pour  in  their  whole  force  to  the  fupportof 
Iho  Fie«ch.  So  much  were  they  fet  on  difplaying  their 
♦alotir  befoirt  their  groat  alliesi,  that,  on  the  fir  ft  report 
of  tho  dfltigit ,  above  •!  0,000  of  their  militia  and  fix  month's  , 

ratny  were  Alddetllyin  arms,  and  marched  towards  Pro- 
vMetieft,:^  at  the  lanve  time  that  get)^ ral  Wafhington,  with 
f^(H»a>^ftil  ttMj^  (iiafch^  i^id^  towards  -King's 
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.CH  AP.3rid|ei  Vith  a  defign  to  attack  New* York,  iKHI^fa,  m 
,XUL    the  fituation  it  then  wa8»  deprived  of  its  beft  troops^ 
X/VNJ  could  Tcarce  have  been  faved:  but  the  failure  of  that  e^ 
1780.    pedition.  neceilarily  fruftrated  both  thefe  defignt^ 

In  the  mean  timet  the  vaft  fuperiority  which  the  com* 
bined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain  had  acquired  in  the 
Great  ex-  Weft-Indic8»  not  only  gave  the  greateft  hopes  of  crufi^ 
'?^!dr*  *"8  ^^  naval  force  of  Britain  in  thofe  parts,  but  of  rc- 
difappoin-  heving  the  Americans,  and  even  enabling  them  to  a&  on 
crd.  the  offenfive.  In  cpnfequence  of  thefe  grand  ideas,  « 

*  number  of  preparations  were  made  for  a  winter  expedi- 
tion to  Canada,  to  be  conduced  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette.  That  officer  accordingly  publifiied  a  preparatory 
jaemorial,  addrefled  to  the  French  Canadians,  caUii^ 
X  upon  them  by  all  the  ancient  ties  of  blood,  religion,  and 

country,  as  well  as  by  the  natural  and  fervent  defire  of 
recovering  their  own  freedom,  to  be  in  prepsffation  to  af* 
fift  him  on  his  arrival  among  tbem«  At  the  £ime  time,  the 
ixniver£il  cape£lation  of  fuch  grand  obje£la  being  accom- 
piiihed,  raifed  the  military  ardour  of  the  people  to  fuch 
a  pitch,  that  .Wafliington's  army  was  fuddenly  augmen- 
ted to  more  than  co>o^o  men;  the nortbeni  provinces 
wore  ready  to  fend  in  their .  militia ;  and  all  orders  of 
men  were  ready  to  (hare,  with  their  French  allies,  the 
honour  and  pront.of  finally  overthrowing  the  Britiih  pow- 
er by  the  capture  of  New- York. — Thefe  vaft  expedlations^ 
however^  were  fuddenly  difappolnted  by  the  departure 
of  the  French  fleet  under  M.  Guichen.  This  ftep  was 
rendered  abfolutely  neceflfary  by  the  very  diftrefled  fitua- 
tion to  which  they  were  reduced  by.  ficknefs,  long  fer- 
vice  in  the  Weft- Indies,  and  the  various  engagements 
which  they  had  with  the  Britifli  fleet  i  at  the  fame  time} 
as  it  was  not  by  any  means  proper  diat  their  real  fituation 
ihoulci  be  known,  the  French  Admiral  did  not  think  fit 
to  communicate  his  defign  to  any  perfon ;  but,  taking 
the  opportunity  of  convoying  a  large  fleet  from  the  Weft- 
Indies,  failed  to  France,  leaving  his  allies  in  eager  expec- 
tation of  his  return  to  accomplifli  their  gr^nd  €eGgn  on 
New- York. 

Nothing  ever  proved  more  galling  tQ  the  An^rieana 
than  this  difappointment.  Even  general  Wa/liington,  fo 
remarkable  for  his  prudence  and  equanimity,  is  faid  to 
have  loft  his  temper  on  this  occafion.  All  the  views  oi 
France  and  America,  with  refpc£b  to  the  campaign,  were 
now  finally  given  up,  while  the  force  fent  to  Ehpdprlfl* 
and  was  reduced  to a£t^<m  the  defenfive  a&: amere  garrifon, 
being  kept  clofcly  blocked  up  by  the  AdmiraU  iUbotb* 
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ift)t  and  Graves.  On  the  departure  of  M.  Guichen,  £r  CHAP<r 
George  Rodney,  who  had  been  ftationed  at  St.  Lucia,     XIX. 
failed  from  thence  with  a  view  to  fave  the  naval  force  at  ^^  -y-  .^^ 
New- York  and  Rhode-Ifland  ;  but  though  he  found  his      ^8<»- 
care  in  this  rcfpcft  ufelcfs,  his  removal  from  that  ftation  R^neyar. 
^ivas  the  means  of  pfeferving  his  fleet  from  the  dreadful  rives  at 
httrricane  which  was  about  to  take  place  in  the  Weft-  Nc^y 

***^^'  Sept.*  14. 

The  particulars  of  this  terrible  calamity  (hall  afterwards 
be  given ;  in  the  mean  time,  we  (hail  purfiie,  without  in- 
terruption, the  htftory  of  the  American  war  till  its  final' 
cataftrophe. — The  continent  of  America  had  pretty  well 
efcaped  the  ravages  of  the  hurricane,  while  the  univer* 
ial  horror,  occafioned  hj  its  dreadful  devailaticm,  fufpen- 
ded,  for  a  while,  the  calamities  of  war.  Admiral  Arbuth- 
not  ftill  continued  to  block  up  the  French  in  Rhode-Ifl- 
and }  while  they,  on  their  part j  were  affiduous  in  ftrength- 
ening  their  fortifications,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  be- 
ingattacked  by  the  force  of  the  Admirals  Arbuthnotand 
Graves,  combined  with  that  of  fir  George  Rodney.  No 
attempt,  however,,  was  made  to  profit  by  the  prefent  na- 
Tal  fuperiority,  which  gave  occafion  to  much  crittcifm  on 
the  condufl  of  the  prefent  commanders,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  who  had  gone  before  them. 

During  this  ap|>arent  calm,  and  a  fort  of  tacit  ccflation  ^,1;^^'^'^' 
itf  hoftility,  the  revolt  of  general  Arnold  had  almoft  pro*  the  Amen. 
duced  a  decifive  ftroke  againft  the  liberties  of  America,  canferviee. 
That  commander,  having  retired  from  military  fervice 
on  account  of  the  wound  he  had  received,  was  appoin- 
ted to  the  government  of  Philadelphia  on  the  retreat  of 
die  Britiih  army  ^  but  in  this  employment,  his  condud 
had  been  of  fuch  a  nature^  that  he  fell  under  the  general 
odtum  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  of  the  province  in 
general^  being  charged  with  extortion,  oppreflion,  and 
exorbitant  and  enormous  charges  on  the  public,  in  his 
accompts.  Matters  had  at  lad:  proceeded  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  commiffioners,  appointed  by  congrefs  to  infpeft 
thefe  acd^mpts,  had  reje£ted  one  half  of  them ;  but  Mr. 
Arnold,  not  fatisfied  with  their  judgment,  appealed  from 
them  to  the  eongrefs  itfeJf.  A  committee  of  congrefs  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  fettle  the  biJfiaefs,  not  only  con- 
firmed the  accounts  given  by  the  Commi&oners,  but  re- 
ported, that  more  had  been  allowed  him  than  he  had  any 
right  to  exped:  or  demand.  This  determination  proved 
highly  difagreeable  to  Mr.  Arnold,  who  tliereupon  utter- 
ed vi<rfent  invedtives  againft  both  congrefs  and  commif- 
fioners. However^  be  was  foon  obliged  to  abide  by  the 
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CHAP,  determihation  of  a  court  raaiiial,  upon  the  vaiToa5>cb»r«w 
XIX.     ges  of  irialvcrAttion  in  oilicc  exhibited  agsunfl  him  by  ihft 

t^VX  executive  govcrumeut  of  Philadclpliia,  as  well  as  on  ibaie 
17H0.  other  grounds.  His  condu6l  was,  in  general  terme,  d&«- 
clared  to  be  highly  rcprehenfible  j  aiid  he  was  ordered 
to  be  reprimanded  by  the  commander  in  chief.  This  fcn^. 
tence  proved  unfatisfadlory  to  both  parties;  the  ajccufbr*- 
reprelenting  it  as  too  miJd,  and  Arnold  himfeif  making 
loud  complaints  of  the  ingratitude  and  injuftice  of  his 
couiitrynicn.  I!is  favour  with  Wafliington,  howev-er,  (till- 
continued  ;  and  foon  after  hiS' reprimand,  be  was  a^ain. 
taken  into  adlual  fcrvice,  and  appointed  to  a  (latioa  of 
confiderable  rank  and  truft.  In  this  fituation,  he  deter- 
mined to  revenge  himfclf ;  in  confequence  of  which,  he 
carried  on  a  negociation  with  fir  Heury  Clinton,  for  the 
purpofe  of  returning  to  his  allegiance,  and  delivering  ujt 

Hisncgoci.  the  pofl,  and  that  part  of  the  army  which  he  cocmnan^ 

aiionxvith   dcd,  to  the  Britifli  general. 

the  Bntifli  T         r  *^i-  '   .•  r   n.  1 

comman.         ^^  what  manner  this  negociation  was  nriit  begua,  qt 
dcr».  how  it  was  carried  on,  are  matters  which  never  wcfg 

publifhcd  to  the  world.  The  failure  of  it,  howevexj  wa* 
attended  with  the  deilrudion  of  major  Andre,  the  Bri- 
tifli  adjutant- general,  who  had  been  unhappily  drawA 
into  a  connexion  with  it. — ^The  departure  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen,  with  the  French  fleet,  having  overthrown  all 
fchemes  of  carrying  on  an  ofFenfive  wax  fox  the  prefent 
feafon,  Waftiington  ftationed  bis  surmy,  for  the  winter^, 
in  feme  flrong  holds  in  the  Highlands  on  both  ddes  of 
the  North  River,  where  its  fituation  afibrded  an  oppox-c 
tunity  of  watching  the  motions  of  the  Britiih  forces,  and 
of  repreffing  theincurfions  from  New- York.  In  this  ar- 
rangement of  the  American  forces,  the  ftrong  and  very 
important  pod  of  Weft-Point,  with  its  neighbouring  de- 
pendencies, and  a  wing,  or  very  confidcrable  divifion  of 
the  army,  was  entrufied  to  the  care  of  major-general 
Arnold. 

Wafliington's  abfence  in  Connefticut  was  deemed  a 
favourable  opportunity  for  putting  a  final  conolufion  to 
this  treaty.  The  Vulture  floop  of  war,  had,  for  fame  time, 
been  Rationed  in  the  North  River,  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  Arnold's  poft,  as,  withdut  exciting  fufpicion,  would 
ferve  for  carrying  on  any  communication.  A  written  cor- 
refpondence,  by  other  means,  had  aMb  been  carried  on 
between  Arnold  and  Andre,  under  the  feigned  names  ol 
Guftavus  and  Anderjon, 

The  outlines  of  this  projeft  were,  that  Arnold  fliould 
make  fuch  a  difpofition  of  the  divi^n  under  his  com* 
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inandy  as  would  enable  the  Bricifli  general  completely  to  CH  AP< 
furprife  their  ftrong  polls  and  batteries,  and  throw  the    XIX. 
troops  fo  entirely  into  his  hands,  that  they  muft  inevita-  [^y^Y\J 
bly  either  throw  down  their  arms,  or  be  cut  to  pieces  on     ^7^' 
the  fpot. 

The  neceiTary  preparation  being  made,  major  Andre 
■was  landed  on  the  night  of  September  2 1,  1780,  from^^JJ.^ 
the  Hoop  of  war,  without  the  American  pofts,  where  he  employ ed. 
found  Arnold  waiting  for  him  on  the  (horc.  The  latter  Sept.  %u 
conveyed  him  into  the  camp,  where  he  continued  with 
him  during  the  night  and  the  following  day;  during 
^vhich  time,  it  unfortunately  became  neceflary  to  change 
the  Britifli  uniform  of  his  regiment,  which  he  had  hi- 
therto worn  under  a  furcout  coat,  for  fome  common  drefs. 
From  fome  caufe,  a  proper  account  of  which  was  never 
laid  before  the  public,  Arnold  could  not  fulfil  his  pro- 
mife  of  conveying  him  back  by  the  fame  way  he  had 
come,  in  order  to  get  on  board  the  Vulture.  He  was, 
therefore,  condu£ied  through  a  remote  part  of  the  camp  i 
>vhere,  being  furniOied  with  an  horfe  and  a  paflport,  he 
got  clear  of  the  different  advanced  guards,  all  of  which 
he  paffed  under  the  afTumed  name  of  Anderfin. 

Major  Andre  had  now  a  journey  of  confiderable  length  .  t, 

to  purfue,  alone  and  unattended.  However,  as  he  had 
got  clear  of  the  enemy's  camp,  the  lefs  danger  was  to  be 
aj^rehended  during  the  remainder  of  the  journey.  But, 
on  the  day  after  his  leaving  the  camp,  he  was  flopped  at 
a  place  called  Tarry*town,  by  three  young  volunteers, 
or  militia  men,  who  were  not  ac  that  time  on  any 
particulai*  duty.  On  producing  his  paffport,  they  fuffered  Taken  u^ 
him  to  proceed  \  but  he  had  not  been  gone  many  yards,  *'  *  *'^* 
when  one  of  them,  ftruck  by  fomething  particular  in  the 
behaviour  of  the  ftranger,  peremptorily  infifted  on  his 
being  called  back  and  more  ftri£Uy  examined.  Major 
Andre  now,  apprehenfive  of  being  detained,  offered 
the  captors  a  very  valuable  watch,  and  a  confiderable 
purfe  of  gold,  to  let  him  pafs ;  but  the  three  militia 
men,  notwithftanding  their  low  ftation,  withftood,  with 
great  fortitude,  not  only  this  bribe,  but  the  more  fafci-» 
nating  ofiers  of  permanent  provifion,  and  future  promo^ 
tion  in  the  Britifh  army,  on  conveying  and  accompany- 
ing the  major  to  New- York. 

,  But  though  ihe  £rft  feizure  of  his  papers  fubjefled 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  to  the  fummary  execution 
pra£kifed  on  fptes,  he  chofe  rather  to  run  the  rilk  of  this  • 
fudden  and  ignominious  death,  than  to  fay  any  thing 
which  might  tend  to  criminate  Arnold.  The  papers,  which 
were  found  in  the  major's  boot,  were  all  in  Arqold^s 
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CHAP,  hand-writing,  and  contained  exzGt  returns  of  the  ftate  oC 
XIX«     the  forces,  ordnance,  and  defences  at  Weft-Point,  and  its 

Vi^'v^^-'  dependencies,  with  the  artillery  orders,  critical  remarks 
'7^*     on  the  works,  an  eftimate  of  the  number  of  men  ordina- 
rily on  duty  to  man  thefti,  with  a  copy  of  fome  very  in- 
terefting  affairs  which  had  lately  been  laid  before  a  coun- 
cil of  war  by  the  commander  in  chief. 

General  Wafhington  returned  from  Connecticut  on 

SM^  2^^  the  25th  of  September,  after  major  Andre  had  been  full 
48  hours  in  cuftody,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  tranf- 
a£lion  having  yet  reached  the  camp.  At  Arnold's  quar- 
ters the  general  was  informed,  that  he  had  been  out  for 
fome  hourS}  and  it  was  fuppofed  that  he  had  gone  to  Weft- 
Point  ;  but,  on  going  thither,  he  was  furprifed  to  find 
that  Arnold  had  not  been,  there  that  day ;  and  ftill  more 
fo,  when  on  returning  to  his  quarters,  he  was  difcovered 
to  be  abfent.  A  packet,  however,  foon  arrived,  with  an 
account  of  the  capture  of  John  Anderfon,  inclofing  the 
papers  found  upon  him ;  accompanied  likewife  with  a 
letter  from  the  prifoner  himfelf  to  the  general.  He  was 
now  informed,  that  Arnold,  previous  to  his  departure  in 
the  morning,  had  received  a  letter  which  threw  him  into 
vifible  agitation.  Orders  were  inftantly  ifiued  to  prevent 
his  efcape,  if  poffible  ;  but  thefe  were  now  too  late,  as  he 
faadalreadygot  down  the  river,  under  the  protedion  of 
a  flag,  and  was  fafe  on  board  the  Vulture  floop  of  war. 

Arnold,  while  yet  in  ^e  camp,  had  been  apprifed^  at 
has  already  been  mentioned,  of  the  difcovery  of  his  trea^ 
chery  ;  upon  which  he  fled  with  fo  much  precipitation^ 
that  he  had  taken  no  precaution  to  fecure  or  4cftroy  his 
papers,  or  even  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  his  wife  from 
a  place  where  it  was  evident  ihe  could  not  remain  any 
longer  without  danger.  He  was,  therefore,  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  writing  a  humiliating  letter  to  general  Waih- 
ington,  requefting  that  Mrs.  Arnold  might  be  permitted 
to  return  to  her  friends  in  Fhiladelphta,  or  to  him,  as 
(he  thought  proper ;  and  that  his  clothes,  and  baggage 
of  little  value,  might  be  delivered  to  him,  for  which,  if 
required,  he  would  pay  theijr  worth  in  money. — ^Both 
thefe  requefts  were  pun£tually  complied  with,  but  no 
other  notice  was  taken  of  this  or  any  other  letter  from  A^r- 
nold. 

The  fame  day,  a  letter  was  fent  by  colonel  Robcrtfon^ 
who  had  likewife  been  on  board  the  Vulture,  and  appears 
to  have  been  concerned  in  the  fame  enterprife  widi  An- 
dre, reclaiming  him  on  the  footing  of  his  having  had  a 
flag  of  truce,  paflporti  from  Arnold,  &Ci  and  next  day 
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lie  was  reclaimed  by  general  Clinton  himfelf  on  Ae  fame  CH  AP« 
grounds.— -To  thefe  letters,  however,  the  American  com-    XIX. 
mander  did  not  return  any  immediate  anfwer ;  but  hav-  ^  ^^y— iJ 
ing  appointed  a  board  of  14  general  of&cers,  of  whom      >7^^« 
"wrcrc  the  two  foreign  major-generals,  la  Fayette  and  the 
Baron  de  Steuben,  to  inquire  into  the  circumftauces  of 
the  cafe,  and  to  determine  the  degree  of  punifhment  he 
ought  to  fufier,  refolved  to  wait  their  decifion. 

The  trial  commenced  on  the  29th  of  September,  when  r^^^i  q£ 
major  Andre,  difdaining  all  fubterfuge  and  evafion,  and  Major  An- 
ftudying  only  by  the  magnanimity  which  he  fliould  now  <lrc,  Sept. 
difplay,  to  throw  fuch  a  luftre  over  his  chara£ter  as  might  *9* 
prevent  the  fmalleft  (hare  of  that  imputation  which  he  fo 
ixiuch  dreaded,  voluntarily  confefled  more  than  he  was 
afked  \  feeking  not  to  palliate,  in  the  leaft,  any  thing  that 
could  make  againft  himfelf,  but  manifefting  the  utmoft 
nicety  in  uttering  what  might  involve  others  in  his  cala- 
mity. He  acknowledged  that  the  boat  in  which  he  came 
on  fhore  carried  no  flag ;  that  he  wore  a  furtout  coat  over 
his  regimentals ;  that  he  changed  his  drefs  in  the  camp  9 
that  Arnold's  papers  were  found  concealed  in  his  boot ; 
and  that  a.  letter  from  New- York,  figned  Join  Anderf$n^ 
\v'as  his  own  hand  writing* 

Though  the  board  were  exceedingly  (truck  with  the 
candour  and  magnanimity  of  the  prifoner,  it  produced 
no  efie£l  on  their  final  refolution.  They  did  not  indeed 
examine  a  fingle  witnefs;  but  founded  their  report  mere- 
ly on  his  own  confeflion.  In  thi^  after  reciting  a  few 
of  the  fa£b  already  mentioned,  they  declared  <<  that 
major  Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  Britifh  army^ 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  fpy  from  the  enemy  %  and 
that,  agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage  of  nations,  it  was 
their  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  fuffer  death." 

General  Wafliington  now  wrote  a  Ihort  letter  to  the 
Britifh  commander,  in  which  he  informed  him,  that 
though  major  Andre  had  been  taken  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  as  would  have  juftified  the  moil  fummary  pro- 
ceedings againft  him,  he  had^  however,  determined  to 
refer  his  cafe  to  the  examination  and  decision  of  a  board 
of  general  officers,  whofe  repprt,  founded  on  his  free 
and  voluntary  confeflion  and  letters,  was  inclofed.  From 
thefe  proceedings,  it  was  evident,  that  major  Andre  had 
been  employed  in  the  execution  of  meafures  very  foreign 
to  the  objects  of  flags  of  truce ;  and  that  gentleman 
inmfelf  had,  with  the  gteateft  candopr,  confefled  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  him  to  fuppofe  that  he  came  under  the 
f;^3ion  of  a  flag  of  4rucf .    This  produced  another  let^ 
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'  CHAP,  tcr  from  fir  Hennr  Clinton,  who,  under  a  prefamptioa 
XIX.     that  the  board  of  general  officers  could  not  have  been 
W-^^—  "^  rightly  informed  of  all  the  circumftances  on  which  dieur 
1780.      judgment  ought  to  be  founded,  propofed  to  fend  lieute- 
nant general  Robinfon,  the  governor  of  New^York,  and 
two  other  gentlemen,  as  well  to  give  his  excellency  a 
'    trt^be  ftate  of  fa£l8,  as  to  explain  and  declare  to  him  his 
own  fentiments  and  refolutions  upon  the  fubje^l.     But 
though  general  Robinfon  was  readily  permitted  to  coii^ 
verfe  with  general  Greene   upon  the  fubjcdl,  though 
another  letter  was  written  by  Clinton  himfelf,  and  two 
by  general  Arnold,  not  the  lead  abatement  of  the  fen<- 
tence  could  be  made.     The  laft  requeft  made  by  the  un- 
fortunate major,  concerning  the  mode  of  his  death,  was 
even  refufed,  though  it  was  thought   more  confident 
with  humanity  to  evade  than  give  a  dire£l:  anfwer  to  his 
Hi<  cxccu*  requeft.   He  fuffered  on  the  2d  of  Oftober,  1780,  ani 
twR,oa%.  met  his  fate  with  great  dignity  and  compofure. 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  with  which  this  fentence 
was  put  in  execution,  and  which  might  be  apologized 
for  by  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  the  times,  the  fym* 
pathy  which  Andre  excited  in  the  American  army  is 
perhaps  unexampled.     It  i$  faid,  that  the  whole  board 
of  general  officers  Ihed  tears  at  the  time  of  drawing  up 
and  figning  the  report  $   and  that   even  Wafliington's 
eyes  were  not  dry  at  hearing  the   circumftances  dF  his 
death. 
OperatioM      During  thefe  tranfaftions  on  the  fide  of  New-York, 
uf  lord        lord   Cornwallis  h^d  been  prevented  from  making  any 
Cornwai      further  progrefs  in  Carolina  for  a  confiderable  time  after 
cZnv^^  the  battle  of  Camden.     As  the  rebellious  difpofition  of 
'  the  province  was  ftill  far  from  being  fubdued,  his  lord- 
ihip,  about  the  middle  of  September,  iffiied  a  prt>clama- 
H^fcquef.  ^^^^  '^^  fcqucftrating  the  eftates  of  thofe  perfons  within 
tratcs      '  the  province,  who  were  either  actually  in  arms,  who 
pftatct.        had  abandoned  their  plantations  with  a  view  of  joining 
or  fupporting  the  enemy,  or  who,  by  an  avowal  of  re* 
bellious  principles,  and  other  criminal  a£ls,  (hould  ma* 
nifeft  a  defperate  perfeverance  in  oppofing  the  re-eftab- 
lifliment  of  his  raajefty*s  government,  For  this  purpofe, 
he  appointed  a  commiffioner  to  take  pofleffion  of  fuch 
eftates  and  property,   the  annual  produft  of  which,  ex- 
cepting the  part  allotted   for  the  maintenance  of  the 
families  of  the  parties,  was  to  be  applied  to  the  public 
fervice,  in  contributing  towards  the  expenfee  of  thf 
war,  "  ^  •       - 
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In  the  mean  time^  colonel  Ferguflbn  had  been  detach-  C  HAP^ 
ed»  with  his  own  body  of  light  infantry,  and  another  of     XIX. 
militia  which  was  attached  to  it,  to  make  incurfidns  on  the  ^    -y  ^ 
borders  of  North-Carolina.  No  great  confequences  were      '^So. 
expe£ted  from  this  expedition ;    yet,  as  he  was  neither  Colonel 
incumbered  with  baggage  nor  artillery,  and  his  troops  JcfUted"* 
were  particularly  diftinguiflied  by  their  alertnefs  and  ac-  liikcu 
tivity,  it  was  conceived  that  they  might  ftill  further 
break  the  fpirits  of  the  rnemy,  and  prevent  them  from 
coUeding  together  any  confiderable  force  in  thefe  parts^ 
This  commander  was,  however,  tempted,  by  the  hopes 
of  cutting  off  a  colonel  Clarke,  who,  with  his  party^ 
were  returning  from  an  e^edition  into  Georgia,  to  ftay 
longer  in  the  mountainous  parts  than  was  absolutely  ne- 
ceflary ;  and  to  this  he  was  the  more  encouraged,  that 
he  had  no  idea  there  was  any  force  in  the  country  now 
capable  of  looking  him  in  the  face.    The  fcattered  inha- 
bitants of  the  mountains,  however,  affembled  without 
noife  or  warning,  under  the  conduct  of  five  or  fix  of 
their  militia  colonels ;  and  forming  a  body  of  1600  horfe»- 
men,  excellently  mounted,  eagerly  purfued  and  over- 
took him  on  his  way  to  pafs  the  Catawba  ford.     Having 
difcovered  his  danger,  from  which  he  could  not  efcape, 
he  took  the  beft  pofition  the  place  would  admit,  and 
which  was  by  no  means  difadvantageous.    But  his  men 
being  covered  neither  with  horfe  nor  artillery,  and  be- 
fides  difmayed  and  aftoniflied  at  finding  themfelves  fo 
unexpeftedly  furrounded  and  attacked  on  every  fide  by 
this  cavalry,  were  not  at  all  capable  of  withftanding  fuch 
an  impetuous  aflault.    A  total  rout  enfued  ;  the  colonel, 
with  150  of  his  men,  were  killcjd  on  the  fpot  \  about  as 
many  were  wounded ;  and  the  prifoners,  including  the 
wounded,  amounted  to  8oo«     According  to  the  Ame- 
rican accounts,  1500  ftand  of  arms  were  taken,  and 
Fergufibn's  force  was  faid  to  amount  to  1400  men. 

This  defeat  proved  exceedingly  detrimental  to  the  roy- 
al caufe ;  and  even  the  lofs  of  the  colonel  himfelf  was 
very  fenfibly  felt.  He  was  perhaps  the  beft  markfman  liv- 
ing ;  and  probably  brought  the  art  of  rifle-ihooting'  to  its 
utmoft  perfe£lion. .  He  had  invented  a  gun  of  that  kind, 
upon  a  new  conftru£tion,  which  was  faid  to  have  ex- 
ceeded^ in  execution  and  facility,  every  thing  of  the  kind 
that  had  been  known.  He  was  even  faid  to  have  greatly 
exceeded  the  American  Indians  in  the  adroitnefs  and 
quicknefs  of  firing  and  loading,  and  the  certainty  of  hit- 
ting the  mark,  lying  upon  the  back,  belly,  or  every  other 
poSble  pofition  of  tbs  body*  It  is  faid,  that,  at  the  battle 
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CHAP*  of  Gkrmantown,  General  Wa&ington  owed  his  life  to 
XIX     this  gentleman's  total  ignorance  of  his  perfon,  as  he  had 
l^y^Y\J  ^^^  fufficiently  within  reach  and  view  during  that  a^^ton 
1780.     for  the  purpofe. 

This  misfortune,  the  firft  that  Lord  CornwaUis  had 
General     y^^  experienced,  was  foon  apparently  rccompenfed  by  a 
debated  by  ^^^'^  blow  given  to  g<"neral  Sumpter  by  colonel  Tarle- 
Coionel      ton.     The  former  having  raifed   1000  men,  advanced 
Tarleton.    towards  the  poft  called  Ninety-Six,  with  a  view  of  attack- 
ing either  it,  or  fome  others  in  its  neighbourhood.  Con- 
fiding, as  he  had  formerly  done,  in  the  diftance  of  his 
enemy,  he  bad  almoft  been  furprifed  on  the  fouth  banks 
of  the  river  Enorree  $  and  thQugh,  by  a  lucky  informa- 
tion, he  was  enabled  to  pafs  the  river  before  the  enemy 
came  up,  he  could  not  prevent  his  rear-guard  from  being 
cut  in  pieces.,    He  continued  his  flight  to  the  river  Ty- 
ger,  but  was  purfued  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  by  Tarlc^ 
ton,  with  the  cavalry  of  his  legion,  and  the  63  d.  regi» 
ment  mounted  on  horfeback ;  the  infantry  of  the  legion^ 
with  a  three  pounder,  being  all  the  artillery  he  had,  were 
left  feveral  miles  behiud.-^umpter,  unwilling  to  paft 
the  river  in  fight  of  an  enemy  already  fluflied  with  fue- 
cefs,  perceiving  that  Tarleton  had  left  his  infantry  be- 
hind, and  confiding  alfo  in  his  fuperior  numbers,  attack- 
ed the  Britifh  forces,  but  was  obliged  to  pafs  the  .^ver 
in  the  utmoft  diforder,  after  having  loft  120  meniit)cil- 
led,  wounded,  and  prifoners.     Three  American  qpio- 
neis   were   killed,    and    Sumpter  himfelf  dangeriwfly 
wounded.  Of  the  Britifli  troops,  above  50  were  killed  or 
wounded ;  and  among  the  former  were  fome  gallant  and 
promifing  young  officers.   Tarleton  purfued  the  blow 
with  the  fame  rapidity  which  ufually  diftinguifiied  his 
operations ;  nor  did  he  leave  the  purfuit  until  this  body 
was  totally  difperfed . 
-    -      In  the  mean  time,  General  Arnold,  having  failed  in 
general* Ar-  ^^  grand  projeft,  finding  himfelf  utterly  reprobated  and 
noM  to  bis  profcribed  by  his  countrymen  as  a  traitor,  and,  inftead 
country-     q{  performing  any  meritorious  fervicc  to  the  caufe  i^i 
^^^'  which  he  was  embarked,  having  occafioned  the  death  of 

a  brave  and  much  efteemed  officer,  determined  if  poffi- 
ble  to  efface  thefe  ftains  by  fome  fignal  exploit.  Having 
been  made  a  brigadier-general  in  the  royal  army,  he  he^ 
gan  with  ifTuing  an  addrefs  dire£ted  to  the  inhabitants  of 
America  ;  in  which  he  took  a  review  of  his  former  con^ 
duel:,  affigned  his  motives  for  it,  and  juftified  thofe  1^ 
which  he  was  then  influenced. 

This  proclamation  was  foon  followed  by  another,  in*, 
fcribed  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  continental  armf 
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who  had  the  real  intereft  of  their  country  at  hearti  and 
vrere  determined  to  be  no  longer  the  tools  and  dupes  of  C  H  A  P 
Congrefs  or  of  France.     In  this  he  rejoiced  in  the  oppor-     XIX. 
tunity  he  now  had  of  inviting  thofe  whom  he  addreiTed  to  UTYX^ 
join  his  Majefty's  arms.     He  was  authorifed  to  raife  a      '78». 
corps  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  ^ho,  with  refpefl;  to  pay, 
clothing,  and  fubfiftence  were  to  be  on  the  fame  footing 
irith  the  other  troops  in  the  Britifh  fervice.    The  private 
men  were  to  receive  a  bounty  of  three  guineas  each,  befides 
payment  ^t  the  full  value  for  horfes,  arms,  and  accoutre- 
ments ;  and  as  ho  had  the  appointment  of  officers,  he 
ftiould,  with  the  greateft  fatisfa£);ion,  embrace  the  op- 
portunity of  advancing  men  to  whofe  valour  he  had  been 
witnefs.     Great  as  thefe  encouragements,  he  faid,  mud 
appear,  to  fuch  as  had  fuffered  every  diilrefs  of  want  of 
pay,  hunger  and  nakednefs,  from  the  negled,  contempt, , 
and  corruption  of  Congrefs,  they  were  nothing  to  the 
•motives  which,  he  expefted,  would  influence  their  brave 
and  generous  minds.     Hewiflied  to  lead  a  chofenband 
x>f  Americans  to  the  attainment  of  peace,  liberty,  and 
fafety ;  and  to  (hare  with  them  in  the  glory  of  refcuing 
their  native  country  from  the  grafpinghand  of  France, 
as  well  as  from  the  ambitious  and  interefted  views  of  a 
defperate  party   among  themfdlves,  who  had    already 
brought  the  colonies  to  the  very  brink  of  de(lru£tion. 

Thefe  proclamations  were  at  prefent  feconded  by  the  J^^^nwif 
moft  powerful  arguments  that  could  influence  the  minds  ^^^ 
of  any  people;  we  mean  the  diftrefles  in  which  the 
country  was  really  involved.     The  depreciation  of  the 
American  paper  currency  was  now  arrived  at  its  utmolt 
height.     Some  of  the  earlier  emiffions  had  fallen  below 
Ae  xtpi  value  in  the  proportion  of  one  hundred  to  one  ; 
and  even  the  latter  emiffions,  which  were  moft  valued, 
had  fallen  at  the  rate  of  forty  to  one  ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  ckcumftances  of  the  war  had  raifed  the  price  of 
foreign  commodities  and  every  neceflary  of  life  to  the 
moft  enormous  pitch.    This  was  exceedingly  ruinous  to 
^the  American  officers,  ;more  than  even  to  the  foldiers ;  ' 
for  though  the  latter  were  ill  clad,  they  had  in  general 
been  well  fupplied  with  provifions ;  while  the  officers 
had,  for  the  moft  part,  been  obliged  to  mortgage  their 
fmall  eftates  almoft  to  the  full  value,  in  order  to  de- 
fray the  enormous  expenfes  of  the  fervice.     Thefe  griev- 
ances had  been  long  and  repeatedly  complained  of,  both 
to  the  Congrefs,  and  the  general  aflemblies  of  their  ref- 
peftive  ftates,  without  receiving  any  redrefs,  fo  that  a 
great  number  of  officers  were  on  the  point  of  throwing 
up  their  commiffions. 


48a  HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP.     NotVithftanding  all  this   difcontent,  howeyeri  and 
XIX.    the  real  grievances  that  occafioned  it,  the  proclamations 
l^y^\J  iflued  by  general  Amoldi  and  the  vaft  offers  held  out  to 
i78o.     them,  produced  not  the  lead  etk€t  in  the  American 
army.    The  high  reputation  which  that  general  had  ao 
quired  was  fo  totally  funk  in  the  deteftation  of  his  trea«- 
chery,  that,  far  from  being  able  to  bring  over  any  confi« 
derable  body,  it  never  could  gain  a  fingle  officer,  nor 
even,  as  far  as  appeared  at  the  time,  a  fingle  foldier  to  the 
caufe  of  Britain. 
Infatuation     On  the  part  of  this  country,  however,  it  was  a  mis-* 
•f  Britain,  fortune  that  every  inftance  of  fuccefs  was  confidered  as 
decifive  and  final.     The  frenzy  of  making  rejoicings  and 
illuminations  for  our  fuppofed  vi£tories  was  carried  to 
fuch  an  extreme,  as  to  become  altogether  ridiculous  j* 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  even  the  commanders  in 
America  were  free  from  the  general  deception.     The 
vidtorj  at  Camden  was  looked  upon  to  be  fo  decifive 
with  regard  to  the  fouthern  colonies,  that  no  farther  6b- 
ftru£lion  was  thought  to  lie  in  the  way  of  lord  Com- 
wallis  from  South  Carolina  to  the  Cheafapeak;    and 
under  this  miftaken  notion,  that  the  refiftance  in  thefe 
parts  was  abfolutely  at  an  end,  the  commander  in  chief 
•eneral     at  New- York  difpatched  general  Leflie  with  3000  men 
Leflie*tex-  to  the  Cheafapeal^  in  order  to  co-operate  with  his  lord- 
STcharlef-  ^*P*  *"^  ^^  prevent  any  fuccours  from  paffing  to  the 
town.      "affiftance  of  the  fouthern  colonies;  but  at  all  events  he 
was  to  zGt  entirely  according  to  the  orders  he  received 
from  ComwalUs.     His  lordihip,  however,  being  at  too 
great  a  diftance  either  co  profit  by  a  diverfion,  or  to  form 
a  jundlion  with  Leflie,  orders  were  inftantly  fent  to  that 
commander  to  proceed  for  Charleftown.     Here  he  ar- 
rived in  the  month  of  December^  and  Leflie,  with  one- 
half  of  his  troops,  was  ordered  to  join  the  army,  while  ; 
the  other  was  ftationed  in  Charleftown  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  place,  and  in  order  to  preferve  communications. 

*  It  it  to  be  qoeftioned  whether  fo  many  illuminationt  vere  Qcca« 

fioned  by  the  fplendiil  vi<Storiet  of  the  war  of  1753,  as  by  thofe  in- 

decifive  inftanccs  of  Britiih  valour  daring  the  war  with  America.    In 

the  mctropob't  of  Scotland,  illumination-candleltickB  were  advordfcd^ 

-^  if  we  had  been  forever  fare  of  an  uninterrupted  courfe  of  vi^ory* 
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General  Greene  appointed  in  place  of  Gates TarletoH 

defeated  by  Morgan Cornvjallis  purfues  Morgan'"-—* 

Dejlroys    his   baggage Defeats    Davidfon Tales 

Wiltnington'-^^^Defeats  Greene  at  Guilford'-^-^Colonel 

Webfter  hilled Exploits    of  Philips  and  Arnold  in 

Virginia ^Dif contents    of    the    Americans — —-Lord 

Raivdon  defeats  Greene ^^^-^ Abandons  Camden-^'-'-^Re' 

tires  to  Nelfon*s  Ferry Relieves  Fort  Ninety^Six 

Cornwallis^s  operations  in  Virginia Attacked  by  Fay^ 

itte  and   Wayne Fortifies  Tork'-Town  and  Gloucefler 

Plan  laid  for  bis  capture SfV  Samuel  Hood  ar^ 

rives  off  Chefapeak Arnolds  expedition  into  ConneSli'* 

cut Engagement   between    de    Graffe  and    admiral 

Greaves Cornwallis  bejiegedat  Tork^Town  andGlou^ 

cefter Capitulates, 


fTIOWARDS  the  clofe  of  the  year,  while  Cornwallis  CH  A P# 

\     was  making  preparations  for  a  powerful  invafion     XX- 
of  North-Carolina,  general  Greene  was  fent  by  Wafhing-  t—  ■y-  ■/ 
ton  to  take  the  command  of  the  fouthern  army  inftead     1780. 
of  Gates,  who  had  been  fet  afide  after  his  misfortune  at  General 
Camden,  though  without  any  mark  of  difhonour,  but  ra-  ^cceed« 
thcr   of  applaufe.     The  new  commander  brought  no  Gates, 
troops  along  with  him,  but  was  obliged  to  depend  entire- 
ly on  the  refources  he  fhould  find  in  the  fouthern^  colo- 
nies.    He  was  looked  upon  \a  be  the  bell  officer  in  the 
Vol.  V,  Ct3 
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CHAP.  American  fervicc  next  to  Wafliington  himfelf,  with 
XX,  whom  he  was  in  high  favour  ;  and  he  was  accompanied 
Vi^yXn/  by  colonel  Morgan,  a  brave  and  diftinguilhed  partizan, 
1781.  whoj  like  Fergufon  in  the  royal  army,  excelled  in  the 
knowledge  of  rifle-arms.  He  had  commanded  thofe 
rifle-men  who  oppofcd  .  Burgoyne  in  the  northern  war, 
and  who  fo  much  excelled  the  Indians  in  their  own 
way,  that,  to  ufe  the  exprelfion  of  that  general,  '*  they 
could  not  be  brought  within  the  found  of  a  riflc-ftiot." 
Taricton  The  new  commander  loft  no  time  in  aflfembling  his 
defeated  by  force,  which  had  its  rendezvous  in  Meclenburg  county, 
Jan^^i^*  North-Carolina.  Being  as  yet  in  no  condition  to  en- 
counter the  royal  army,  which  was  advancing  towards 
the  borders  between  the  Broad  and  Catawba  rivers,  he 
attempted  to  impede  their  progrefs  by  making  an  attack 
on  the  important  poft  of  Ninety-Six ;  while,  to  favour 
and  fupport  the  divcrfion,  Morgan  advanced  with  500 
regular  troops,  moftly  belonging  to  Virginia,  and  fome 
hundreds  of  militia,  with  a  detachment  of  100  cavalry 
under  colonel  Wafliington,  upon  the  river  Paulet.  Here 
he  was  encountered  by  colonel  Tarleton,  who,  with  his 
legion,  of  about  300  cavalry  and  as  many  infantry, 
the  firft  battalion  of  the  71ft  regiment,  and  one  three 
pounder,  the  7th  regiment,  and  another  three  pounder, 
was  ordered  to  ftrike  a  blow,  if  pofllble,  at  Morgan  ;  or, 
at  all  events,  to  oblige  him  to  pafs  the  Broad  river,  and 
thus  prevent  all  future  embarrafTment  oh  that  fide.  Mor- 
gan boldly  ftood  on  his  defence,  and  drew  up  his  troops 
with  great  judgment.  Seven  hundred  militia,  on  whom 
he  placed  no  great  dependence,  were  expofed  to  open 
view  in  the  firft  line  on  the  edge  of  a  wood;  but  the 
fecond  line,  compofed  of  the  continental  and  Virginia 
troops,  were  out  of  fight  in  the  wood  itfelf ,  where  they 
were  drawn  up  in  excellent  order,  and  prepared  for  all 
events.  • 

The  Britiih  troops  began  the  attack  with  their  ufual 
impetuoficy ;  and  the  American  militia,  by  no  means 
able  to  refift  fuch  an  aflault,  were  routed  and  fcattered 
in  every  diredtion.  The  viftors  purfued  them  into  the 
wood  with  great  eagernefs ;  but  the  fecond  line  of  the 
Americans  haviag  opened  to  the  right  and  left,  to  afibrd 
a  pafiage  to  the  fugitives,  as  well  as  to  inclofe  their  pur- 
fuers,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the  latter  were  far 
enough  advanced,  poured  in  a  clofe  and  deadly  fire  on 
both  fides.  The  ground  was  in  an  inftant  covered  with 
the  bodies  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  total  rout 
enfued.    Tarleton,  however,  in  the  midft  of  this  dif- 
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ader,  retained  his  ufual  fpirit,  and  having  rallied  apart  CHAP. 
of  his  routed  cavalry,  unexpectedly  charged  and  defeat-      XX. 
cd  Wafliington's  horfe,  and  retook  his  baggage,  after  Vii^'^v-^-^ 
<]ie(lroying  the  flender  guard  in  whofe  cuftody  it  was.      '78i. 
In  this  unfortunate  a£lion,  the  lofs  of  the  Britifh  in  kil- 
led, wounded,  and  prifoners,  was  not  under  400  men. 
The  colours  of  the  7th  regiment  were  alfo  loft,  with  the 
two  three-pounders;    and  all   the    artillery-men  were 
kUled. 

Such  an  unexpe£ted  ftroke  could  not  but  be  very  mor-  j^^^  ^^^^ 
tifying  to  lord  Cornwallis,  as  well  as  detrimental  to  the  waili&'i  ac- 
operations  of  the  fubfequent  campaign.     The  Britifh  ^»^*^y« 
commander,  however,  perfevered  with  great  refolution 
in    his  plan  of  penetrating  into  North-Carolina.     His 
great  obje£ts  were,  by  rapid  marches,   to  get  between 
general  Greene  and  Virginia,  to  cut  off  his  reinforce- 
ments from  that  country,  and  either  to  reduce  him  to  a 
neceffity  of  fighting  with  the  force  he  then  had,  or  to 
abandon  North-Carolina  altogether. 

The  firft  attempt  made  by  his  lordfhip  after  the  defeat  Purftici 
of  Tarleton,    was  to  intercept  Morgan,  or  at  leaft  to  JJJ°^^^ 
recover  the  prifoners  5  for  which  purpofe  he  difpatched  fucccfi. 
a  part  of  the  army,  unincumbered  with  any  baggage ; 
but  fuch  were  the  difficulties,  owing  to  rains,  &c.  that 
Morgan  had  gained  the  upper  fords  on  the  Catawba  be- 
fore they  could  reach  hin^. 
The  army  was  then  aflembled,  on  the  ajth  of  January,  Jan.  2s. 
1 78 1,  at  a  place  called  Ramfoure's  Mills,  on  the  fouth 
fork  of  the  Catawba.    The  lofs  of  the  light  troops  was 
now  feverely  felt ;  and  as  it  could  only  be  remedied  by 
the  general  aftivity  of  the  whole  army,  two  days  were 
fpent  in  the  deftrufiion  of  all  the  fuperfiuous  baggage, 
as  well  as  every  thing  that  could  poffibly  retard  the  * 

celerity  of  the  troops,  and  which  was  not  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  to  their  action  or  exiftence.     To  this,  as  well  as 
a  great  many  other  trials,  the  troops  fubmitted  with  the 
moft  exemplary  patience.    They  beheld  the  deftrudion  Dcftroyt 
of  their  moft   valuable,  and  even  great    part  of  their  his  bag- 
neceflary^  baggage,  without  repining :    th^y  faw  their  S^gc- 
fpirituous  liquors  (laved  at  a  feafon  when  they  would  be 
moft  wanted,  and  when  no  profpeft  of  a  future  fupply 
remained.     Thefe  hardftiips,  however,  feemed  the  lefs 
grievous,  as  the  example  was  fet  by  the  commander  in 
chief  with  the  utmoft  rigour  j  fo  that  his  quarters  were 
incapable  of  affording  either   a   glafs  of  wine,  or  any 
ftrong  liquor   whatever  ^  and  his  table  was  as  dcftitute 
of  any  kind  of  furniture  as  the  common  foldiers. 
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CHAP.      Having  thus  cleared  himfelf  of  every  incumbrance! 
XX.     lord  Cornwallis  fet  forward  in  queft  of  the  enemy.    The 
tyV\J  north  fork  of  the  Catawba  had  been  for  fcvcral  days  ren- 
'78x.     dered  impaflable  by  the  rains,  and  all  the  fords  for  more 
than  forty  miles  above  the  fork  were  vigilantly  guarded 
by  the  enemy,  compofed  not  only  of  Morgan^s  corps, 
but  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Rowen  and  Mecklen- 
burg, under  the  command  of  a  general  Davidfon.  Hav- 
ing fpared  no  pains,  however,  to  procure  proper  in- 
formation, his  lord(hip  difpatched  colonel  Webfter,  with 
a  part  of  the  army,  and  all  the  remaining  baggage,  to  a 
ford  called  Beattie's,  where  general  Davidfon  was  polled 
with  about  500  men. 

The  Britim  troops  were  not  in  the  leaft  difordered  by 

being  expofed  during  their  paflage  over  the  river,  to  the 

cool  and  deliberate  aim  of  the  enemy.  Being  arrived  at  the 

Pcfcats       oppofite  bank,  they  quickly  routed  and  difperfed  thofe 

general       who  oppofed  them  with  confiderable  lofs.     General  Da^- 

Davidfon,    yidfon  himfelf,  who  had  unexpeftedly  arrived  at  this 

jfyo  IS    I  -  ^^^^  ^^^  preceding  evenings  with  about  300  militia,  was 

killed,  with  feveral  other  officers ;  while  the  lofs  on  the 

Britifii  fide,  except  that  of  colonel  Hall  of  the  guards, 

was  exceedingly  trifling.     On  this  difafter,  the    enemy 

abandoned  Beattie's  ford  ;  but  the  continual  fall  of  rain« 

and  the  fwelling  of  the  river,  had  rendered  the  paiTage 

both  difficult  and  tedious  10  colonel  Webfter.     It  was 

accomplifhed,  however,  towards  the  evening ;  and  he 

was  enabled  to  join  the  commander  in  chief  fome  time 

after  dark,  at  about  fix  miles  didance  from  the  ford. 

Intelligence  being  now  received  that  Morgan  was  on 
his  march  at  no  great  diftance,  he  was  eagerly  purfued 
by  the  whole  army  ;  nor  was  the  commander  without 
hopes  of  being  ablp  to  overtake  and  retaliate  upon  him 
for  Tarleton's  defeat,  while  he  was  entangled  among  the  * 
rivers  with  which  that  country  abounds.  This,  how- 
ever, was  prevented  by  the  difficulties  of  bad  roads,  bad 
weather,  and  fwelled  creeks ;  and  his  lordfliip  being 
obliged  to  make  fome  fliort  (lay  at  Salifbury,  in  order 
to  procure  provifions,  he  there  received  intelligence  that 
Morgan  had  quitted  the  banks  of  the  Yadkin,  and  that 
Greene  was  marching  with  the  utmoft  cxpedi^on  to  join 
him  at  Guildford. 

,  The  oppofite  armies  now  vied  with  .each  other  in  dif- 
patch,  but  at  laft  the  Britifti  fucceeded,  and  cut  off 
Greene  from,  the  upper  fords.  As  his  lordfliip  was  affiir- 
ed  that  the  lower  fords  were  now  impra£licable,  and 
that  the  country  could  not  affi^rd  any  number  of  boats 
fufficient  for  the  paflage  of  Greene's  army,  he  thought 
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he  could  not   now    efcape   without  a    dccifive  blow,  CHAP. 
and  accordingly  purfued  him  with  the  utmoft  expodi*     XX. 
tion.     This    was,    however,    impeded    by  great    and  (../'V^XJ 
numerous  difficulties.     Intelligence  was   not  only  very      i?^'* 
difficult  to  be  obtained,  but  feems  to  have  been  intend- 
cdiy  falfe.     The  want  of  light  troops  was  again  very  fe- 
verely  felt ;  and  the  enemy,  by  having  a  great  number 
of  them,  were  enabled  to  break  down  all  the  bridges  in 
the  line  of  march,  and  to  throw  many  other  impediments    . 
in  their  way.     At  lad,  when  they  arrived  at  Boyd's  Fer- 
ry, on  the  1 5th  of  Feb.  they  difcovered,  to  their  great 
mortification,  that  all  their  labour  had  been  in  vain; 
the  enemy,  notwithftanding  the  aflurances  they  had  re- 
ceived to  the  contrary,  had  been  furniflied  with  boats 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  conveying  their  whole  army 
and  baggage  over  the  river. 

By  reafon  of  the  difficulties  and  hardfhips  which  had 
^attended  lord   Cornwallis's   army  in   this  march,  they 
were  now  in  no  condition  to  think  of  invading  the  pow- 
erful province   of  Virginia.     His  lordfliip,  therefore, 
after  giving  his  wearied  forces  one  day's  reft,  led  them, 
by  eafy  marches,  to  Hillfborough,  where  he  fet  up  the 
royal  (landard.     This  foon  produced  the  ufual  efFe£):  of 
Taifing  a  number  of  people  in   arms ;  but  the  fame  bad 
fuccefs  wiih   which  they  had  been  originally  attended, 
ftill  waited  upon  them.— Thefc  unfortunate   royalifts,  ^  ^f^me! 
who  had  notice  of  Tarleton's  approach,  miftook  the  ene-  ^ricans  cut " 
my  for  his  detachment,  and  thus  fuffisfed  themfelves  to  .off- 
be  furrounded  without  the  leaft  effi)rt  to  extricate  them-  • 
felves ;  and  moft  of  them  were  faid  to  have   been  inhu- 
.  manly  murdered,  not  only  without  refiftance,  but  while 
they  were  crying  out  for  quarter.  , 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  colonel  Balfour,  who  com- 
manded at  Charleftown,  equipped  a  fmall  force  for  an 
expedition  to  Cape  Fear  River,  not  only  to  co-operate 
with  lord  Cornwallis,  by  a  diverfion  on  that  fide,  and 
gaining  pofTeffion  of  Wilmington,  but  to  eftablifli  by  that 
way  a  conveyance  for  furnifhing  the  army  with  thofe  ne- 
cefTary  fupplies,  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  war, 
could  fcarcely  be  done  by  any  other  method.  Major 
Craig,  with  about  300  men,  was  difpatcheld  on  this  fer- 
vice  towards  the  end  of  January  ;  and  the  men  were  con-  January, 
yoyed  and  fupported  by  captain  Barclay,  who  had  un- 
der his  command  a  frigate  and  two  floops  of  war.  In  or- 
der to  fupply  the  weaknefs  of  the  land  force,  captain, 
Barclay  landed  all  the  marines  about  nine  miles  from 
Wilmington.  The  town's  people  propofed  terms,  which 
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CH  A  P.  were  not  liftened  to ;  and  the  town  being  abandoned  hj 
XX.     its    defenfive  force,  confifting  of  about  15b  men,  wa$ 

{y^Y\J  taken  without  refiftance.     The  batteries  being  clofed  in, 
ti^i'     and  the  works  repaired  or  completed,  Wilmington  was 

wilUMaEi  °**^^  *  P®*^  of  fome  ftrength,  and  continued  to  be  of  im- 

Wilming.    portance  while  lord  Cornwallis  remained  in  that  coun- 

ton.  try. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Britifh  commander,  having  re- 
ceived intelligence  that  Greene,  being  reinforced  in  Vir- 
ginia, had  repafled  the  Dan,  thought  proper  to  recal  co- 
lonel Tarleton ;  and  forage  and  provifions  growing  fcarce 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hillfborough,  as  well  as  for 
other  reafons,  made  a  movement  to  the  Haw  River, 
which  he  pafled,  and  advanced  towards  the  Allemance 
Creek ;  having  pu(hed  Tarleton  a  few  miles  towards  the 
Deep  River,  with  the  cavalry,  the  light  company  of  the 
guards,  and  150  of  Webfter's  brigade.  Greene's  light 
troops  foon  made  their  appearance  ;  upon  which  orders 
were  fent  to  Tarleton  to  move  forward,  and,  with  pro- 
per precaution,  to  make  what  difcovery  he  could  of  the 
motions  and  defigns  of  the  enemy. 

March  2.  This  officer  had  not  advanced  far  when  he  fell  in  with 
a  confiderable  corps  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  inftantly 
attacked  and  routed ;  but  being  ignorant  of  their  force, 
and  how  they  were  fupported,  he  did  not  think  it  pru- 
dent to  purfue  them.  From  the  prifoners,  however, 
he  learned,  that  the  body  he  had  engaged  confided  of 
Lee's  legion,  3*0  or  400  Back  Mountain  men,  and  fome 
militia,  under  a  colonel  Frefton. 

The  diftrefies  of  the  army  being  now  become  almoft 
infupportable,  lord  Cornwallis  was  determined  at  all 
events  to  fight  the  enemy,  if  their  army  approached ; 
being  well  convinced  that  nothing  but  a  decided  fuperio- 
rity  in  arms  could  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  their  exceeding- 
ly arduous  and  toilfome  winter  campaign,  which  was  to 
draw  forth  into  a£lion  the  fuppofcd  numerous  loyalifts 
who  inhabited  that  province.  In  confequence  of  this 
^^  '^'  plan,  the  army  encamped  on  the  13th  of  March  at  the 
Quaker  mceting-houfe,  within  the  forks  of  the  Deep 
River.— The  following  day  his  lordfhip  received  intelli- 
gence that  general  Butler  with  a  body  of  North-Carolina 
militia,  together  with  the  expe£led  reinforcements  from 
Virginia,  had  all  joined  the  American  comnfiander, 
whofe  force  was  now  reprefcntcd  to  be  no  lefs  than  9  or 
10,000  men  ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  in  full  march 
to  attack  the  Britifli   army  i  and   the  fame  evening  he 
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was  informed,  that  Greene  had  advanced  to  Guildford,  CHAP. 
about  twelve  miles  frona  the  Briciih  camp.  XX. 

Cornwallis  being  now  fully  perfuaded  that  the  enemy  !L/^Y\J 
intended  to  venture  an  engagement,  thought  it  neceffa-      ^/^i. 
ry  to  fend  the  waggons  and  baggage  under  a  ftronger  ef-  G^jilfofd 
cort  than  he  could  well  fpare  to  Bell's  Mills,  a  place  con-  in  xvhicK  * 
fiderably  lower  down  on  the  Deep  River,  in  the  heart  of  Greene  is 
the  well-afFcfted  country.— Next  morning,  March  15th,  bfcorn- 
at  day-break,  he  marched  with  the  remainder  of  the  ar-  waiHs. 
my,  either  to  meet  the  enemy  by  the  way,  or  to  attack  March  15. 
them  in  their  camp.     About  four  miles  from  Guildford 
the  advanced  guard,  under  colonel  Tarlcton,  fell  in  with 
'  Lee's  legion,  and  the  other  light  troops,  whom  they  had 
formerly  engaged  and  defeated.     Their  fuccefs  was  not 
lefs  on  this  occafion,  the  latter  being  routed  at  the  firft 
onfet  5  after  which  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  dif- 
covered  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  on  a  rifing  ground, 
about  a  mile  and  an  half  from  Guildford  court-houfe. 

The  country  in  general  was  a  wildernefs,  covered  with  - 
tall  woods,  and  thefc  rendered  intricate  by  fhrubs  and 
thick  underwood,  but  interfperfed  here  and  th«re  by  a 
few  plantations  and  cleared  fields. — It  is  probable  that 
the  whole  force  of  the  American  army  at  this  time  was 
little  fcort  of  6000  men ;  nor  is  it  likely  that  the  army 
under  Corn wallis  was  more  than  one-third  of  the, num- 
ber.— ^The  American  general  had  drawn  up  his  army  in 
three  lines.  The  front  line,  which  was  only  vifible  to 
the  Britifh  army,  was  compofed  of  the  two  brigades  of 
North-Carolina  militia,  under  their  own  generals,  But- 
ler and  Eaton.  The  fecond,  drawn  up  in  the  wood, 
confided  of  two  brigades  of  Virginia  militia,  command- 
ed by  the  generals  Stephens  and  Lawfon.  But  the  hope 
and  main  ttrength  of  the  army  was  placed  in  the  third 
line,  which  confifted  of  two  brigades  of  Virginia  and  ' 
Maryland  continental  or  regular  forces,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Hugar  and  colonel  Williams.  Co- 
lonel Wafliington,  with  his  dragoons,  a  detachment  of 
continental  light  infantry,  and  Lynch's  regiment  of  ri- 
flemen, formed  a  feparate  body  to  cover  the  right  fknk ; 
while  colonel  Lee,  with  his  legion,  a  detachment  of 
light  infantry,  and  Campbeirs  rifle-men,  were  appointed 
to  cover  the  left. 

The  Britifh  commander  difpofed  his  troops  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : — ^On  the  right  were  the  HeiEan  regi- 
ment of  Bofe,  with  the  17th  Britifli  regiment,  led  on  by 
general  Leflie,  and  fupported  by  the  firft  battalion  of 
guards.     On  the  left  w^re  the  23d  and  33d  regiments, 
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C  H  AP.  led  on  by  colonel  Webfter,  fuppoited  by  the  grenadier* 
XX.     and  fecond  battalion  of  guards,  under  the  conduft  of  bri- 

V^VAJ  gadicr-general  O'Hara.     The  German  Yagers,'  with  the 

i78i«     light  infantry  of  the  guards,  remained  in  the  wood  on 

the  left  of  the  guns ;  and  the  cavalry,  under  colonel  Tarlc- 

ton,  were  drawn  up  in  the  road,  in  order  to  be  in  rea- 

dinefs  to  a£l  as  circumftances  might  require. 

The  a£^ion  began  about  half  an  hour  after  one  in  the 
afternoon,  and,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  embar- 
raHed  fituation  of  the  ground,  was  one  of  the  mod  obfti- 
nate  and  much  diverfificd  which  perhaps  ever  happened 
in  any  age  or  country ;  for  while  the  Britifh  carried  all 
before  them  in  one  part  of  the  wood,  they  were  furprifcd 
or  overpowered  by  numbers  in  another.  At  laft,  after  va- 
rious bloody  conflifts,  in  which  the  greatcft  bravery  and 
good  conduft  were  difplayed,  the  viftory  clearly  belonged 
to  the  Britiih.  Too  much  praife  cannot  be  befto wed  on 
the  officers  an^  troops  engaged  in  the  aftion,  particularly 
on  the  noble  commander  himfelf,who  notwithftanding  an 
exceeding  bad  ftate  of  health,  feemed  to  be  every  where 
prefcnt.  Two  horfes  were  (hot  under  him.  This  viftory, 
however,  was  attended  with  all  the  bad  confequences  of 
a  defeat.  The  lofs,  indeed,  comparatively  fpeaking,  was 
very  moderate  5  but  with  regard  to  the  abfolute  number 
of  the  army,  its  ability  to  bear  the  lofs,  or  the  intrinfic 
value  of  the  troops,  was  great  indeed.  In  whole  it  ex- 
ceeded 500  men.  It  is  certain,  that  by  this  adiion  the 
army  was  deprived  of  a  full  fourth  part  of  its  number, 
and  thofe  by  no  means  the  leaft  valuable.  Colonel  Stuart 
of  the  guards,  with  the  captains  Schutz,  Mynard,  and 
Goodricke,  befides  fubalterns,  were  killed.  Colonel  Web- 
fter, a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  who  commanded  the 
brigade  on  the  left,  died  of  his  wounds,  to  the  no  fmall 
regret  of  the  general  *,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  army.  A- 
mong  the  wounded  were,  alfo,  the   brigadier-generals 

•  This  gentleman  was  fonto  the  late  Rev.  Alexander  Webfter,  one 
.  of  the  mininers  of  Ediitburgh,  to  whom  the  Btitifh   commander  fent 
the  following  Jetter  of  confolation  on  his  death* 

IVUmitigtM^  April  2^j   178 1. 
•*    DEAR  SIS, 

«  It  gives  me  great  concern  to  undertake  a  taflc  which  is  not  only  a 
hitter  renewal  of  my  own  grief,  but  muft  be  a  violent  fhock  to  an  af- 
fccSlionutc  parent. 

"  You  have  for  your  fupport  the  afliftance  of  religion,  good  fcnfe, 
and  an  experience  of  the  uncertainty  of  all  human  happincfs.  You 
have  for  vour  fatisfaAion  that  your  fon  fell  nobly  in  the  caufeof  his 
country,  honoured  and  lamented  by  all  his  fcllow-foldiers  ;  that  he 
led  a  iifc  ol  honour  and  virtue,  whick  muft   fccurc  him  cvcrlafting 
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O'Hara  and  Howard^  as  well  as  colonel  Tarleton,  and  fe-  CHAP; 
veral  other  officers.  XX. 

The  Americans  having  given  no  fair  ftatement  of  lofs,  ^--v—  '* 
no  proper  eftimate  of  it  could  be  made  by  the  Britifh,  as     1781 . 
the  adlion  happened  in  the  woods ;  but  it  muft  have  been 
very  confiderable,  It  >^'as  alfo  well  known,  that  the  houfes 
for  many  miles  round  were  filled  with  their  wounded. 

After  the  defeat  at  Guildford,  the  American  comman- 
der^  according  to  his  own  account,  retreated  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  fcene  of  a£^ion ;  but,  by  lord  Cornwallis's 
account,  he  did  not  flop  till  he  arrived  at  the  iron- works 
on  Troublefome  Creek,  eighteen  miles  from  the  field  of 
battle.  However  this  might  be,  it  is  certain,  that  tlie 
royal  army  were  in  no  condition  to  purfue  their  viftory. 
So  diftrefled  indeed  was  lord  Cornwallis  at  prefent,  that 
for  two  days  the  Britifh  troops  continued  at  Guildford  Diftrcfs  of 
after  the  battle,  they  were  entirely  deftitute  of  bread.  On  lord  Com- 
his  removal  to  Bell's  Mill,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  70  of  J^^ar"]^  8 
the  worft  of  his  wounded  men  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 
At  this  place  he  continued  two  days,  in  order  to  refreih 
the  troops,  and  procure  a   fcanty  fupply  of  provifions  ^ 
but  the  neceflities  of  the  army  in  general,  with  the  dif- 
trefled fituation  of  the  (ick  and    wounded,  rendered  it     . 
now  abfolutely  neceflary  to  retreat  to  Wilmington ;  thus 
abandoning  the  country  ia  a  great  meafure  to  the  mercy 
^  of  the  enemy.  Having  arrived  there  on  the  7th  of  April,  April  7. 
the  army  began  to  enjoy  a  (hort  repofe  only  to  fit  them 
for  further  misfortunes  and  fatigues. 

During  thefe  iranfa£lions  in  the  Carolinas,  general  Exploits  of 
•Arnold  had  been  difpatched  by  fir  Henry  Clinton  to  ^["f^^ig^' 
make  a  diverfion  in  Virginia.  His  force  on  this  occafion 
,  confided  of  the  Edinburgh  regiment,  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenant colonel  Dundas,  eflimated  at  600  men  5  of  a  mix- 
ed American  corps,  compofed  of  horfe  and  foot,  about 
the  fame  number,  under  lieutenant  colonel  Simcde,  cal- 
led the  queen's  rangers;  of  colonel  Robinfon's  provin- 
cials ;  and  a  fmall  corps  of  200  m^n,  which  Arnold  him- 
fclf  had  been  able  to  raife  at  New- York ;  the  whole 
force  amounting  to  near  1700  men.  The  expedition 
was  fupported  by  a  naval  force  fufBcient  to  enable  this 
general  to  do  infinite  mifchief  on  the  rivers,  and  along 
the  coafts  of  Virginia. 

'  happincfs.     When  the  keen  fenfibiiity  of  the  pailions  begins  a  little 
tofublKJe,  thcfp  confideratirns  will  give  you  real  comfort. 

"  That  the  Almighty  may  give  you  fortitude  to  bear  this  fevcrefl  of 
trials,  is  the  earueik  vviih  of  your  companion  i,n  afHi^ion,  and  mod 
feiihful  fervrint,  Cornwallis. 

•      Vpi.  V.  R  3 
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CHAP.      The  Americans  all  thi«  while  were  torn  by  interaa} 

XX.      diflentions  and  difcontents.     Thefe,  in  a  great  meafuFe, 

tyVXJ  proceeded  from  the  flownefs  of  feveral  of  the  ftates  in 

1781.     furniihing  their  refpe£tive  quotas,  whether  of  men,  mo- 

of  the^Ajnc!  ^^Y*  provifions,  or  clothing,  for  the  fupply  of  the  army. 

ricans.        This  was  the  more  intolerable,  on  account  of  the  little 

hope  there  was  of  redrefs,  as  the  nature  of   their   go- 

yemment'did  not  as  yet  admit  of  a  fufficicnt  degree  of 

coercive  power. 

Pcnnfyiva-      Thefe  grievances  had  at  laft  become  fo  intolerable^ 

"h*A™*°**^*  on  the  firft  day  of  January,  1781,  the  Pcnnfylva- 

can  fcreicc  "**  ^*"^>  ^^^  ^'^'^^  huttcd  at  Morris-town,  in  the  Jer- 

revolu,       lies,  quitted  their  camp)  to  the  number  of    1300  men, 

January  i.  declaring  that  they  would  ferve  no  longer,  unlefs  their 

grievances  were  redrefled. 
Refute  to        In  this  fituation  of  things,  fir  Henry  Clinton^  natural- 
negociate    ly  concluding  that  he  might  turn  this  revolt  to  the  fervice 
Britiih        ^^  *^  caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  fent  three  agents, 
Command,  natives  of  America,  to  make  propofals  to  them; — The 
er,  and  dc-  invincible  averfion  of  the  Americans  to  Britain,  however, 
affcnti^fcnt  "^^^^  appeared  more  evident  than  in  this   tranfa£kion. 
for  that       Every  propofal  from  fir  Henry  Clinton  was  rejcded.  But 
purpofc,     a  committee  of  congrcfs,  of  whom  general  Sullivan  and 
Dr.  Witherfpoon  were  members,  being  at  laft  fent  to  treat 
with  them,  matters  were  foon  finally  adjufted  ;  the  af- 
fairs relating  to  pay,  clothing,  and  arrears,  were  fettled ; 
thofe  who  had  ferved  out  their  time  were  difcharged; 
and  the  unfortunate  emiifaries  from  New- York  were  de- 
livered up  and  hanged. — A  fimilar  meeting  of  the  New- 
Jerfey  line  was  foon  after  accommodated  in  much  the 
.  .       fame  way. 
tcrnbiy^ra-      Mean  time,  general  Arnold  having  committed  fuch  ra? 
vagcd  i>y     vagcs  in  Virginia,  as  threatened  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Arnold.       ycry  fourccs  of  war,  and  the  annihilation  of  every  hope 
of  independency.     General  Waftiington,  notwithftand- 
Th    M      "^"8  ^^^  weaknefs  at  prefent,  was  obliged  to  detach  20CO 
quis  dc  u    men,  under  the  condu6t  of  the  marquis  dc  la  Fayette,  ' 
lAyctte        to   its    relief;  and    the  French  at   Rhode-Iiland  now 
comts  to  its  thought  an  opportunity  offered  of  atoniu'g'for  their  paft 
inaftivity,  by  cutting  off  Arnold's  retreat- from  the  Che- 
fapeak.      They  were  further  encouragc'd    to  make  this 
attempt,  by  having  lately  acquired  fonie  addition  to  their 
own  naval   force,  and  the  Britiih  fleet  having  fuffered 
much  by  a  dreadful  tempeft,  in  wlJA  the  CuUoden,  a 
fine  new  (hip  of  74  guns,  was  totally  loft  ;  the  Bedford, 
another  of  the  fame  force,  was  difmafted  ;  and  the  Ame-  ^ 
rica,  feparated  from  her  companions,  and  driven  fo  far  j 
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out  to  fea,  that  (he  was,  for  fome  time,  fuppofcd  to  bcCH  AP. 
loft.  XX. 

The  fcheme,  however,  feems  now  'to  have  failed,^— v—^ 
through  the  delay  of  putting  it  ia  execution.  Inftead  of     i78i, 
inftantly  blocking  up  the  Chefapeak  while  it  was  in  their  f^e^aptur^^ 
power,  the  French  only  fent  thithet  a  (hip  of  the  line,  of  Arnold 
with  fome  frigates,  with  a  view  to  furprife  the  fmall  ma-^***'- 
rine  force  of  Britain  lying  there  at  that  time,  as  well  as  to 
obtain  certain  intelligence  of  the  ftate  of  the  country ;  fo 
that,  though  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  furprife  the 
Romulus,  a  44  gun  fhip,  the  Britifh  Admirals,  Arbuth- 
not  and  Graves,  had  time  to  repair  their  damages.  Ac- 
cordingly, count  Rochambeau  having  afterwards  embark- 
cd  with  the  land  forces,  and  failed  from  Rhode-Ifland, 
on  the  8th  of  March,  in  the  fleet  commanded  by  M.  de       * 
Tcrriay,  they  were  intercepted  in  their  paflage  to  Chefa- 
peak, and  obliged  to  ftand  an  engagement.  This,  how-  March  \k» 
ever,  the  French  managed  fo  prudently,  that  they  not 
only  came  off  without  much  lofs,  but  fo  difabled  three 
of  the  Britiih  fleet,  by  deftroying  their  rigging,  that;  no 
purfuit  could  be  made;  'nor  was  it,  during  any  part  of 
of  the  time,  in  the  power  of  the  Britifh  Admirals  to  force 
them  to  a  clofer  adjion.  The  effential  confequences  of  a 
vidiory,  however,  were  obtained  j  the  enemy  were  cut 
off  from  the  Chefapeak,  and  obliged  to  return  without 
landing  their  troops,  or  affe£i;ing  any  one  of  the  purpofes 
of  their  expedition. 

-  A  few  days  after  this  engagement,  a  convoy  arrived  j-  ,  ^ 
from  New- York,  having  on  board  general  Philips,  with 
2000  chofen  troops.  This  ofiiccr,  with  his  companions 
who  were  taken  at  Saratoga,  had  been,  after  long  con- 
finement, at  laft  releafed  by  a  new  cartel  concluded  fome 
months  before,  and  he  was  now  appointed  commander  in 
chief  of  the  Virginia  forces. 

Cienerals  Philips  and  Arnold,  having  joined  their  for-  Great  r*- 
ces,  carried  every  thing  before  them  in  Virginia.    The  y^S^f '» 
bcft  troops  belonging  to  that  colony,  indeed,  had  gone  byX"nold 
to  the  fouthward,  fo  that  only  the  militia  remained  to  and  Phi- 
defend  their  own  country,  and  thefe  were  defeated  in  ^*P^'   j 
every  encounter.    The  long  navigation  of  James's  river, 
and  its   numerous  dependent  branches   and  creeks,  laid 
the  country  open  to  them,  in  every  direflion,  for  a  very 
great  extent,  and  the  mifchief  they  did  was  in  proportion. 
At  Peterlburg,  on- the  fouthern  branch  of  this  river,  cal- 
led Appomatax,  4000  hogiheads  of  tobacco  were  deftroy- 
cd.  The  damage  done  by  the  deftruftion  of  fhipping,  and 
veffels  of  every  fort,  as  well  as  of  barracks,  warehoufes, 
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CH  AP.  and  ftorcs  of  every  kind,  wasalmoft  incredible. — About 
XX.     four  miles  above  a  place  called  0(borne*s,  on  the  fame 

S*  -y^  "^  branch,  a  ft  ate  Ihip  of  20  guns ;  another  of  26  guns ;  a 
i78«'  ftate  brigantine  of  14  guns,  befides  many  other  armed 
vcffels,  were  deftroyed.  Two  fhips^  and  ten  fmaller  vcf- 
fels,  loaded  with  2000  hogiheads  of  tobacco,  cordage, 
and  flour,  fell  into  Arnold's  hands. — At  Manchcftcr, 
which  lies  up  the  Fork,  on  the  north  branch  of  the  river, 
at  leaft  150  miles  from  its  mouth,  they  dcftroyed  1200 
hogihcnds  of  tobacco  ;  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with 
his  army,  who  had  arrived  at  Richmond,  on  the  bppofitc 
fide,  being  fpeftators  of  the  conflagration,  without  at- 
tempting to  put  a  ftop  to  it.  A  magazine  of  flour,  with 
a  large  range  of  rope- walks,  were  deftroyed  at  Warwick, 
together  with  the  fhips  on  the  ftocks  and  in  the  river. 
A  Ion;;  with  thefe,  a  number  of  warehoufes  filled  with  to- 
bacco and  other  commodities,  tan-houfcs  full  of  hides 
and  bark,  together  with  feveral  fine  mills,  were  all  con- 
fumed  in  one  j;eneral  conflagracion.  After  which,  the 
troops  having  reimbarked  on  board  their  (hips,  fell  down 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  river* 

We  mud  now  return  to  take  a  view  of  the  operations 
in  the  Carol  in  as,  after  the  battle  of  Guildford,  and  the 
retreat  of  lord  Cornwallis  to  Wilmington. 

operations      This  unfortunate  retreat  left  South-Carolina  expofed  to 

lo  the  Ca-  ^^^  attempts  of  the  enemy,  who  did  not  negleft  to  make  a 
good  ufe  of  the  opportunity.  The  communication  betwixt 
the  two  provinces  had  been  fo  totally  cut  off,  that  lord 
Rawdon,  who  had  been  left  at  Camden  with  a  confider- 
able  body  of  troops,  had  obtained  no  intelligence  of  Com- 
wallis's  motions  after  the  battle  of  Guildford.  It  was  not 
without  great  furprife,  therefore,  that  he  received  the 
news  of  general  Greene,  whom  he  believed  to  be  ruined, 
or  at  leaft  fled  to  Virginia,  being  in  full  march  to  South- 
F»  19-  Carolina,  with  a  force  greatly  fuperior,  in  order  to  at- 
tack him.  He  was  alfo  informed,  that  colonel  Lee  had  ef- 
fected a  junftion  with  Marion,  and  was  about  to  enter 
the  province  on  the  eaftern  quarter.  At  this  time  his 
lord  (hip  was  fo  much  diflrefied  for  M^ant  of  provifion?, 
that  he  found  himfelf  obliged,  merely  on  that  account, 
to  refufe  the  afiiftance  of  a  body  of  loyaiiRs,  who  had 
come  from  a  confiderable  diftance  to  offer  their  fervices. 
In  thcfe  circumftances,  he  received  intelligence  from  co- 
lonel Balfour,  governor  of  Ch?rleftown,  of  the  iituation 
of  lord  CornwalJis,  wirli  dire6lions  to  abandon  Camden 
without  lofsoftime.  This,  however,  though  apparently 
very  accefTary,  was  not  now  in  his  power.   . 
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In  fuch  an  unfavourable  ftatc  of  things,  fomc  bold  or  CHAP, 
deciiive  ftroke  appeared  the  only  method  of  preventing     XX. 
much  greater  evils  than  any  which  had  yet  befallen  him  ;  L/VAJ 
iand  luckily,  the  injudicious  conduftof  Greene,  at  this      '78i. 
critical  junfture,  a^orded  a  better  opportunity  than  could  Greene  dc- 
havc  been  expelled.  With  a  viev«r  of  making  a  general  feared  by 
affault  on  the  Britifli  polls,  that  officer  had  fcnt  off  his  ^^"^^  R*w* 
artillery  and  baggage  a  day's  march  in  the  rear  of  his  ar-   °^* 
my ;  but  foon  after  he  abandoned  that  refolution,  and 
detached  all  his  militia  to  bring  them  back.-^— Lord  Ra^« 
don  inftantly  perceived  tKe  advantage  offered,  and  deter- 
mined to  feize  it.  For  this  purpofe,  he  armed  the  mu(i« 
cians,  drummers,  and  every  perfon  in  the  army  capable 
of  carrying  a  firelock,  by  which  means  he  muftered  a  force 
of  about  900  men,  including  60  dragoons,  with  whom, 
and  two  fix  pounders,  he  boldly  marched,  April  25,  to  ^F^l  25- 
attack  the  enemy  in  their  camp  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  committing'the  care  of  the  redoubts,  and  every 
thing  about  Camden,  to  the  militia  and  a  few  fick  fol- 
diers. — His  fuccefs  was  anfwerable  to  the  boldnefs  and 
judgment  with  which  the  enterprize  was  conduced.  The 
enemy  were  fo  much  off  their  guard,  that  they  had  no 
intelligence  of  the  army's  approach,  until  they   found 
themfelves  fuddenly  attacked  in  flank  by  the  Irifli  volun- 
teers. Early  in  the  a£lion  the  Americans  were  encourag- 
ed by  the  arrival  of  three  fix-pounders,  which  was  foon 
announced  to  their  enemies  by  Ihowers  of  grape-ftiot. 
The  attack  on  that  fide  was  condufted  with  great  fpirit  by 
colonel  Campbell  at  the  head  of  the  63d,  and  the  king's 
American  regiment  5  but  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  line 
foon  obliged  the  commander  in  chief  to  bring  forward  the 
Irifli  volunteers  from  the  referve.  Thefe  three  corps  puflir 
cd  the  enemy  with  fuch  refolution,  that  they  drove  them 
to  the  fummit  of  a  hill  called  Hobkirks,  on  which  they 
had  polled  themfelves ;  and  having  made  room  for  the 
reft  of  the  troops  to  come  into  a£lion,  their  rout  quickly 
became  total. 

This  vi£lory,  though  in  itfelf  not  inferior  to  any  tliat  Ul  conic- 
had  yet  been  gained  by  the  Britifli  in  that  country,  as  the  ^^^^".^^ 
enemy  were  computed  to  have  loft  no  fewer  than  500 
men,  was  yet  attended  with  the  fame  ill  confequences 
which  had  followed  the  a£lion  at  Guildford.  The  killed, 
wounded,  and  mifling,  were  computed  at  258,  a  lofs  by 
far  too  great  to  be  borne  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs. 
Greene  retired  behind  the  farther  part  of  a  creek  about  14 
miles  from  Camden,  where  he  took  poft  in  order  to  col- 
le£l  his  fcattercd  forces.  The  ccafcquenccs,  in  other  ref- 
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CHAP.  peAsi  was  the  revolt  of  the  whole  interior  country  at  the 
XX.      back  of  the  Britifh  armyi  fo  that  the  fituation  of  lord 
^^  ■»—  '*  Rawdon,  inftead  of  being  any  way  relieved  by  his  vi£lo- 
<78i«      ry,  became  fo  much  embarrafTedy  that  his  difficulties 
feemed  now  to  be  abfolutely  infurmountable.  He,  there- 
fore, determined  to  wait  in  his  poft  at  Camden  for  the 
reinforcements  he  had  fo  long  ezpeded,  and  which,  at 
length,  under  the  condu£t  of  colonel  Watfon>  joined 
^^y  ^'       him  on  the  fcventh  of  May. 

Moftofthc      On  the  day  that  colonel  Watfon  arrived,  intelligence 
cXnlw  re-  ^^^  received,  that  the  enemy  had  invefted  and  opened 
covered  by  batteries  againft  the  poft  of  Motte's  houfe,  in  the  rear,  (i- 
£cncral        tuattd  near  the  jundkion  of  the  Congarec  with  the  Santee. 
Cr^nc.       rpjj^  j^^jj^£  ^f  ^jjjg  p^fj^  jjg  ^^jj  ^  Q^^y  caufes,  deter- 
mined loid  Rawdon  to  make  a  retreat  to  Nelfon's  ferry, 
upon  the  Santee,  which  was  60  miles  from  Camden,  and 
not  much  lower  than  the  poft  which  had  been  invefted. 
wd  Raw-      ^^^  *^*y  following,  the  army  were  made  acquainted 
d^n  aban.  with  the  dcfign  of  abandoning  Camden.  Such  of  the  mi- 
dons  Cam-  litia  as  chofe  to  accompany  him  were  offered  all  poffible 
^^^'  affiftance.  The  night  was  fpent  in  deftroying  the  works. 

Retires  to   ^"^  *"  fending  off  the  baggage  under  a  ftrong  cfcorf. 
^eIfon'•  The  army  paffed  the  Santee  on  the  1 3th,  when  his  lord- 

Fcriy.  {hip  received  the  unwelcome  intelligence,  that  the  poft  at 
May  13,  ^^ttg>5  houfc  had  falljcn  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  af- 
ter a  gallant  defence.  This  was  a  heavy  ftroke,  as  here 
they  had  made  a  depofit  of  all  the  provifions  intended  for 
Camden.  But  this  was  not  the  only  misfortune  ^ for, though 
intelligence  was  not  yet  received  of  it,  another  poft  nam- 
ed Orangeburg  was  at  this  time  likewife  in  their  hands, 
and  fort  Granby  foon  after. 

The  Britifli  commander  was  met  at  Nelfon's  ferry  by 
colonel  Balfour,  commandant  of  Chaileftown,  by  whom 
he  was  now  informed,  that  the  revolt  of  the  province  vras 
almoft  univerfal ;  that,  from  the  little  reafon  there  had 
been  to  apprehend  fuch  a  ferious  and  alarming  turn  of  af- 
fairs, the  old  works  in  Char le (town  h^d  been  in  part  le- 
velled to  make  way  for  new  ones  which  were  not  yet  con- 
ftruded  ;  that  he  had  full  conviftion  of  ihe  difaffedion 
in  general  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  that,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumftanccs,  his  garrifon  was  inadequate  to  its  defence  ' 
againft  any  force  of  confequence  that  might  make  an  at- 
jr  tempt  upon  it. 

his  lordfliip,  however,  being  juft  now  joined  by  major 
M< Arthur,  with  about  300  foot  and  80  dragoons,  he  con- 
ceived  he  might  endeavour  to  check  the  opt  rations  of  the 
enemy  on  the  Coagareq, From*  a  number  of  vague, 
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and,  in  many  rcfpcfks,  contradiftoTy  reports,  it  was  con-  C  H  A  P, 
eluded  with  feme  certainty,  that  Greene  hadl  pafled  that     XX. 
river,  and  was  marching  down  the  road  from  Orange-  *-*  "V"  ^ 
burg  with  a  confiderable  army ;  by  which  intelligence      '78r. 
the  Britifli  commander  found  himfelf  not  only  obliged  to 
relinquifh  his  defign  of  advancing  to  the  Congaree,  but  to 
fall  back  a  confiderable  way  for  the  proteftion  of  Charlef- 
toi«^n,  and  the  rich  country  which  intervened.— By  this 
unfortunate  retreat,  the  poft  of  Ninety-Six  was  now  ex- 
pofed  to  the  aifaults  of  general  Greene,  who  befieged  it  j^j^^  ^    g. 
in  form.     The  garrifon,  however,  confiding  of  about  befieged  by 
400  regular  troops,  made  ^  gallant  defence,  from  the  2 2d  general 
of  May  to  the  3d  of  June,  when  the  fortunate  arrival  of  ?[^**fL 
three  regiments  from  Ireland,  under  the  conduft  of  co- 
Jonel  Gould,  to  the  affiftance  of  lord  Rawdon,    once 
more  turned  the  fcale  of  fortune  in  favour  of  the  Bri- 
tifli. 

As  his  lordfliip's  force  was  now  augmented  to  1 70© 
foot  and  150  horfe,  he  loft  no  time  in  fetting  out  for  the 
relief  of  Ninety-Six.  On  his  way,  he  was  joined  by  colonel 
Doyle,  with  fome  trbops  he  had  left  at  Monk's  Corner, 
when  he  retreated  from  Camden.  His  lordftiip  deviated 
from  the  ordinary  road  fo  much,  that  an  opportunity 
was  given  colonel  Middleton  of  harraffing  his  army  on 
it*  march,  and  particularly  of  obftrufting  the  parties 
which  were  neceflarily  engaged  in  coliefting  cattle  for 
the,  fupport  of  the  army.  After  giving  fome  trouble  of 
this  nature,  however,  Middleton  being  decoyed  into  a 
well- concerted  ambufli,  was  fo  totally  routed,  that  he 
never  afterwards  ventured  to  appear.  On  the  21ft  of 
June,  his  lordlhip  arrived  at  Ninety-Six,  where,  having  [,y7or*^ 
received  intelligence  that  general  Greene  had  halted  in  a  Kawdon, 
ftrong  pofition  behind  Buih  river,  at  about  \6  miles  diC- J^^^cai, 
tance,  he  determined  to  make  an  attempt  to  furprize  or 
attack  him  in  his  camp,  efpecially  as  he  knew  that  his 
antagoniil  was  ftill  incumbered  with  fome  baggage  and 
waggons.  He  therefore  croiTed  the  Saluda  ^n  the  fol- 
lowing night,  leaving  behind  him,  at  Nincty^ix,  every 
kind  of  baggage,  even  the  men's  packs.  Gi'cene,  how- 
ever, was  now  fo  well  acquainled  with  the  chara6tef  of  his 
enemy,  and  fo  well  guarded  againft  a  furprize,  that  the 
Bricifii  troops  had  fcarcely  pafled  the  Saluda,  when  he 
moved  with  the  utmoft  expedition  from  Bufh  river,  p 
Lord  Rawdon  purfued  him  rapidly,  and  arrived  at  the 
fords  of  Ennoree,  40  miles  from  Niaety-Six,  only  two 
hours  after  Greene's  army  had  pafled  them.  The  troops, 
however,  were  fo  fpent  with  fatigue,  and  overcome  by 
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CHAP,  the  heat  of  the  weather^  chat  nothing  more  could  be 
XX.     done ;  though  Greene  was  fo  apprehenfive  of  his  ene- 

V^-^/*^^  mies,  that  he  continued  his  flight  without  ceaGng,  till 
1 781      he  had  pafl'cd  both  the  Tyger  and  Broad  rivers. 

Notwithflanding  this    apparent    fuccefs^  the   Britlih 
commander  found  it  neceffary  to  abandon  tlie  poft  of 

ahandou-*  Nincty-bix. — Accordingly,    having  left  colonel  Cruger 

cd.  behind  with  the  beiji;  part  of  the  troops^  he  himfelf,  with 

only  800  infantry  and  60  horfe,  proceeded  for  the  Cpn- 
garees,  in  expe£lation  of  being  fpeedily  reinforced  from 
Charleftown  by  colonel  Stuart. 

Further  The  expcfted  reinforcements  were  appointed  to  meet 

©perationi  lord  Rawdon  at  Orangeburg,  on  their  way  to  which. 

Siwd^  they  were  to  form  a  junftion  at  the  Congaree  on  the  34 
of  July ;  but  no  fo9ner  were  they  fet  out  from  Charlet 
town,  than  the  fuppofed  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  oft 
that  coaft  occafioned  their  immediate  recal ;  and  as  they 
had  fallen  back  as  far  as  Dorchefter  before  the  miftake 
was  difcovered,  his  lordlhip  was  thus  again  expofed  to 
the  moft  imminent  danger. 

The  day  after  his  arrival  at  Orangeburg,  lord  Rawdon 
was  joined  by  colonel  Stuart  with  his  own  regiment ;  but 
wa$  greatly  difappointed  at  finding  that  he  had  not 
brought  a  body  of  cavalry  which  had  been  promifed,  and 
which  were  at  prefent  fo  much  wapted»  ^t  the  fame 
time,  advice  was  received,  that  general  Greene  had  paf- 
fed  the  Congaree,  and  was  in  full  march  to  attack  the 
Britifh  army.  But  that  commander,  haying  colIc£led  all 
the  force  of  the  neighbouring  country,  and  clofely  re- 
connoitred the  fituation  of  tlie  Britifh  army,  at  lad  aban« 
doned  his  camp,  and  retreated  with  fpch  expedition  in 
the  night,  that  he  had  fecured  his  paffage  acrofs  the  Con- 
garee before  lord  Rawdon  had  any  notice  of  his  motions^ 
This  retreat,  with  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  made  by 
Sumptcr,  Marion  and  Lee,  upon  the  19th  regiment  fta- 
tioned  at  Monk's  corner,  clofed  the  campaign  in  South- 
Carolina,  the  violent  heat  of  the  climate  for  fome  time 
putting  a  flop  to  all  military  operations.  The  American 
generals  having  joined  their  forces,,  took  poft  on  the 
high  hills  of  Santee,  to .  the  eaft ward  of  that  river  ;  the 
Santee,  the  Congaree,  and  the  Edifto,  being  then  the 
cftabliilied  boundaries  on  the  Britifh  lide. 

In  the  mean  time,  lord  Cornwallis  jremained  at  Wil- 
fnington  in  a  very  difficult  and  diftrefTed  fituation.  The' 
force  he  had  with  him  was  not  now  greatly  above  loo^ 
effe<aive  men  ;  fo  that  it  appeared  equally  impoffible  to 
return  to  the  affiftance  of  lord  Rawdon,  of  whofe  mif- 
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fortunes  he  had  heard,  or  to  maintain  his  ground  in  the  CHAP, 
ftation  he  then  occupied.    He,  therefore,  took  the  bold     XX. 
jind  hazardous  refolution  of  marching  into  Virginia,'^  ..y-inj 
and  affecting  a  junftion  with  general  Philips.    This,  .  '78i* 
though  the  heft  he  could  have  taken  in  the  circumftan- 
ces  in  which  he  was,  muft  be  owned  to  have  beibn  a 
very  perilous  adventure.    The  troops  had  already  expe-r 
rienced  the  mifcrics  of  travcrfing  an  inhofpitable  country, 
for  above  800  miles,  in  different  .dirjcftions,  and  they  had 
ilill  300  more  to  travel  under  circumftances  worfe  than 
ever.  Notwithftanding  the  fupplies  they  had  received  at 
Wilmington,  they  were  ftill  fo  deftitutc  of  ncceflaries, 
that,  according  to  the  commander's  own  account,  his  ca- 
vahy  wanted  every  thing,  and  his  infantry  every  thing 
but  (hoes — •«.*  nciAcr,**  fays  he,  <«  arc  in  any  condition  to 
move,  and  yet  they  muft  march  to-morrow.*' 

To  provide  againft  all  events,  inftru£kions  were  .dif- 
patchcd  to  colonel  Baifour,  defiring  him  to  fend  provi* 
{ions  and  tranfports  to  Wilmington,  in  order  to  receive 
•the  troops  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune ;  after  which,  his  /^nrll  45/ 
lordfhip  began  his  march  on  the  25  th  of  April*    The 
Marquis  de  h  Fayette,  who  kept  on  the  north  fide  of 
James's  river,  being  informed  of  his  deCgn,  made  a  ra* 
pid  movement,  in  order  to  get  before  the  Britifti.    In^o^^  Com- 
this,  howevqf,  he  was  difappointcd   by  the   vigilance  ^j*^**-^^" 
of  his  lordihip,  who  aftived  at  Petcrfburgh,  in  Virgi- Virginia. 
nia,  in  fomething  lefs  than  a  month.    Here  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  general  Philips,  who  had  Death  of 
been  cut  off  by  a  fever  a  few  days  before;  after  which  gflj^5^^« 
the  command  had  devolved  on  general  Arnold,  and  now  MaV^j* 
of  courfe  on  Cornwatlis.    Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  had 
■determined    to   fend  general   Robertfon,    governor  ot 
New-York,  to  affume  the  command  of  the  troops  in  this 
country,  now  difpatched  a  reinforcement  of  2600  men, 
in  order  to  enable  his  lordfliip  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
the  greater  vigour.  '        .,.  ,        .      Operation* 

Lord  Cofnwalhs  having  taken  uponhimfclf  the  com-  of  lord 
mand  of  the  army,  and  having  received  fuch  a  confide-  CornwAUi«. 
rable  reinforcement,  found  no  enemy  capable  of  oppo-*^    irgmia 
fing  him  in  the  field.  The  <:ountry  people,  therefore,  be- 
ing at   his  mercy,  daily  came  in  in  great  numbers,  in 
order  to  receive  proteftions,  and  give  their  paroles-  Hli- 
*ving  ftationed  a  body  of  troops   at  Porffmouth,  under 
general  Leflie,  he  advanced  from  Peterfburgh,  on  the  p^^^^,  ^j^^ 
Appomatax,  to  the  river  James;  which  having  croffed,  rivers 
he    paffed  through  Hanover  county,  and   croffed  ,theJaro«and 
South- Anna  or  Pomonky  river.   From  thence  he  dif-  ^^^** 
.     VOL.V. S3 
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CHAP,  patched  colonels  Simcoe  andTarleton  with  feparate  ba^ 
XX.     dies  to  fcour  the  country.    Thefc  pflSccrs,  befides  dcf- 

V^V^^  troying  fcvcral  thoufand  ftand  of  arms  which  were  un- 
x'781.  der  repair,  with  large  quantities  of  gun-powder,  fait, 
harnefs,  and  other  matters  which  were  cither '  defigncd 
for,  or  capable  of  being  applied  to  military  fervices,  were 
very  near  cutting  off  the  baron.de  Steuben,  with  800 
men,  and  who  with  difficulty  prevented  his  rear-guard 
from  being  deftroyed.  On  their  return,  his  lordfhip  re- 
treated to  Richmond  on  the   river  James  ;  and   after- 

Arrlycs  at    wards,  ftill  proceeding  towards  the   fea,  arrived,  near 

hiirvh^  the  end  of  June,  at  Williamfburg,  the  capital  of  the 
province,  which  lies  about  mid-way  between  York  and 
James  rivers.  In  the  courfe  of  his  march  10  the  capital, 
befides  other  articles,  upwards  of  2000  hogflieads  of 
tobacco,  with  fome  brafs,  and  a  great  number  of  iron 
ordnance,  were  deftroyed  ;  and  a  few  of  the  moft  va- 
luable of  the  former,  with  a  quantity  of  (hells  and  fhot, 
were  brought  off;  all  of  which  was  performed  without 
any  oppoficion,  excepting  that,  as  the  army  approached 
Williamfburg,  Simcoe's  corps,  which  brought  up  the 
rear,  was  warmly  purfued  and  attacked  by  a  ftrong  body 
of  the  enemy,  who,  however,  were  at  Uft  repulfed. 

This  expedition  concluded  the  fuccefs  of  the  Britifh 
army.The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  having  betn  ftrongly  re- 
inforced by  the  arrival  of  gen.  Wayne  with  fuccours  from 
Pcnnfylvania,  by  the  corps  under  the  baron  de  Steuben^ 
as  well  as  by  a  confiderable  number  of  the  militia  of  th^ 
province,  became  fo  poweiful,  as  riot  only  to  prevent  all 
diftant  operations  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  commander, 
but  even  to  render  it  dangerous  to  make  any  movement 
whatever.  The  ultimate  purpofe  of  the  campaign,  in- 
deed, and  to  which  lord  Cornwallis  was  now  obliged  to 
direft  his  attention,  had  been  to  eftabliih  fome  poft  in 
the  province,  furnilhed  with  a  good  harbour,  or  having 
the  command  of  fome  of  the  large  navigable  rivers, 
which  might  at  once  ferve  for  a  place  of  arms,  and  faci- 
litate the  future  operations  by  fea  and  land.  For  this 
purpofe,  his  lordfiup  examined  the  town  of  Portfmouth 
perfonally ;  likewife  another  poft,  named  Point  Com- 
fort ;  both  of  which  were  found  to  be  altogether  incapa- 
ble of  anfwering  the  end.  York-Town,  on  the  river  of 
'  that  name,  and  Gloucetter-Point,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river,  aiforded  the  only  remaining  choice. 

TThat  nothing  might  be  left  untried,  however,  lord 
Cornwallis,  during  the  hot  and  llckly  feafon,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  would  fufpend  all  military  operations,  de- 
parted   from  Williamfljgrg,  with  a  view  pf   croffing 


/GEORGE    III.  50* 

Jatncs'd  river,  in  order  to  examine  every  place  on  that  CHAP. 
fide  which  might  be  thought  capable  of  being  converted      XX. 
into  a  port.  The  army,  upon  this  movement,  having  en-  '-^  -v—  ■' 
camped  in  an  open  iield  near  James-Tov^n,  but  under      ^78i- 
the  cover  of  their  (hipping,  preparatory  to  their  paffing  at"jamc8*- 
thc  river,  the  French  commander  determined  to  purfue  Town.  ' 
them,  and,   if  poflible,  to  derive  fome  advantage  from 
their  fituation,  or  to  interrupt  their  defign. 
/.  On  the  6th  qf  July,  about  noon,  lord  Comwallis  re-         ,    , 
ccived  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  ;  by  Fayette 
smd,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  made  a  vigo-  andWayne, 
reus  attack  upon  his  out- ports  with  confiderable  force.  ^^^*^,p^j 
As  his  lordfliip  was  petfuaded  they  would  not  venture  9,  ^^  juiy  6. 
ferioue  attack,  excepting  under  the  apprehenfion  that  only 
the  rear-guard  were  left  on  that  fide  of  the  river,'ji^h6  ac- 
cordingly ufed  all  means  to  encourage  them  in  that  be- 
lief. This  ftratagem.had  the  defired  efFeiSt.    About  fun- 
fet,  a  body  of  troops,  with  artillery,  began  to  form  in  his 
front ;  upon  which  he  immediately  ordered  the  army  to 
advance  in  two  lines  upon  the  enemy.    The  attack  was 
be^un  by  the  firft  line  with  great  vigour,  and  there  be- 
ing only  militia  oppofed  to  the  light- infantry  6n  the  right, 
the  adtion  was  foon  over  on  that  fide.  But  colonel  Dun- 
das's  brigade  on  tjie  left,  confirtingof  the  43d,  76th,  and 
80th  regiments,  n^eeting  the  Pennfylvania  line,  with  a 
detachment  of  continentals  from  the  corps  of  De  la  Fay- 
ette, with  two  fix-pounders,  under  the  conduft  of  general 
.Wayne,  a  very  warm  acSlion  enfued,  in  which,  however,    ' 
the  Americans  were  foon  repulfed,  and  obliged  to  aban- 
don their  cannon.  The  darknefs   prevented  any  purfuit, 
and  the  Britilh  army  parted  the  river  in  the  night. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  not  being  able  to  find  any  place  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  that  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  Fortifies 
of  a  permanent  port,  returned  in  Augurt,  with  the  army  YorkTown 
to  that  peninfula  whiclx  lies   between  the   great   rivers  ^^^  'ij^."' 
James  and  York,  and  compofes  one  of  the  richeft  and  *^\uguuT  ' 
moft  beautiful  parts  of  Virginia.  York-T^own  is  fituated 
on  the  river  of  that  name,  on  the  narroweft  part  of  the 
peninfula,  whe^e  it  i»  about  five  miles  over  ;  Gloucerter 
Point  is  on  the  nprth  and  oppofite  fide,  and  projc£l:s  fo 
far  into  the  river,  that  the  dirtance  betwixt  the  two.  is 
little  more  than  a  mile.  They  entirely  command  the  na-  * 
vigation  of  the  river,  which  here  is  of  fufficicnt  depth  to 
admit  fliips  of  a  very  large  fize  and  burthen.   Both  thefe. 
ports,  therefore,  were  now  fortified  with  the  utmort  care 
;and  diligence,  and  every  method  taken  to  make  theni 
^(jually  ftrong  on  the  fides  of  the  lapd  and  water  •,  the 
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CHAP,  whole  of  his  force  amounting  to  about  ypoo  exceltent 

XX.      troops. 
{y^Y\J      But  while  his  lordOiip  was  thus  exerting  himfelf  Hb 
i78i .      render  his  poft  impregnable  to  theenem^,  general  Waft- 
kvgcncral  ^^i^^^  ^**  Concerting  a  plan  for  his  total  ruin,  ^nd  that 
^sidiiui'    with  an  addrefs  ibarpely  to  be  equalled.    This  artful  ge** 
ton  for  the  neral  wrote  letters  W  gerter^l-Qreene,and  oib^r  officers 
Jhc  Brhl&  ^"  *^  fouthern  department,  Irifoftifting  them  of  his  utter- 
army,         inability  to  relieve  Virginia  by  any  other  method  than  a 
dire£l  attack  upon  New- York  in  concert  with  the  Frendi' 
forces.  The  difficulties  of  this  cnterprife  were  fl«ted  in 
their  fuUeft  point  of  view;  and  he  feemtd  to  adopt  the 
.   meafure,  not  fo  much  from  any  great  hope  of  fuccefs^ 
as  nxerely  from  necei&ty,  and  becaufe  it  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the4aft  refource  for  the  proteftiondf  Virginia. 

Thefe  letters,  with  others  of  the  fame  nature  to  the 
French  rcfidcnt  at  Philadelphia,  were  fent  off  in  fucha 
manner  as  to  enfure  their  being  intercepted  ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  they  very  much  mfluenced  the 
commander  in  chief  at  New- York,  particularly  in  his  in*' 
fifting  fo  much  upon  the  rccal  of  the  troops  from  Vir-* 
gmia. 

In  the  beginning  of  July,  Wafllington,  having  broke 

Junaion     wp  ^*s  camp  at  New.-Windfor,  proceeded  towards  the 

between      Whitc-Plaius,  where  he  joined  the  French  forces,  under 

***d^A^"^^  Rochambeau,  on  the  New-England  fide  of  the  river .-^. 

ric&n  Sr-    Thc  better  to  parry  on  the  deception,  the  allies  encamped 

pes.  tt  Philipfburg,  in  fuch  a  fituation  a$  might  keep  the  troops 

at  KtngVBridge,  and  other  out-pofts  of  New- York,  i^ 

continual  akcm>  during  the  remainder  of  the  month  of 

July,  and  that   of  Auguft,  amufing  the  commander  in 

chief  with  the  daily  expectations  of  an  attack. 

At  laft  the  time  arrived  when  deception  could  no  lonn- 

ai^  fet7  RC^  be  praaifcd.~On  the  19th  of  Auguft,  WaChington 

out  for       fuddenly  croffed  the  Croton,  and-  fooft  afterwards  the  . 

Virginia.     North  RivCf ;  taking,  at  the  fame,  time,  fuch  apofitipn 

Auguft  19.  ^g  fcemed  ftill  to  indicate  that  Staten  Ifland  was  the  ob- 

je&.     Every  thing,  however,    being  in  readinefs,  the 

combined   army  took   its  courfe  tow^ds   Trenton   oft 

the  Delaware ;  but  fo  ftrongly  was  the  commander  in 

chief  imprefled  with  the  belief  of  an  intended  attack  up 

on  New- York,  that  he  confidered  this  movement  only 

$cpt  4     "^  *  feint,  until  the  allies  had  aiftually  croffed  the  Dcla- 

'  •ware.     'Fhey  paffed  through  Philadelphia  on  the  3d  and 

4th  of  September,  whence  they  marched  diredly  to  the 

)iead  of  £lk^  at  the  bottom  of  the  Chefapeak  Bay.  Her^ 
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they  found  all  the  tranfports  and  Tcffels  th^t   could  be  CHAP. 
collefted  in  readinefs  to  tranfport  them  to  Virpnia.         '    XX. 
'    In  the  mean  time,  fir  Samuel  Hood,  one  of  the  Bri-  C.y"V>J 
ttfli  admirals^  had  arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies  off  the    .17^^- 
Ghefapeak,  on  the  2^th  of  Anguft,  with  fourteen  fail  of  ^^^odTr- 
thc  line>  fome  frigates,  and  a  fireOtip.  Here  he  expc£l-  rives  off 
ed  to  have  met  adtniral  Graves  with  the  fquadron  from  Chcfapcak. 
Neir-York  5  but,  being  difappointed,  he  firft  difpatched  Auguft  25- 
a  frigafe>with  intelligence  of  his  arrival  to  that  comman- 
der, and  afterwards  followed  with  the  fquadron  to  Sandy 
Hook,  where  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  the  month.  The  ^ 

reafon  of  this  d  if  appointment  was,  that,  through  fomtf 
misfortune,  the  difpatches  fent  by  admiral  Rodney  had 
not  arrived  at  New* York  in  time  to  giv^e  any  intelligence 
of  admiral  Hood's  deftination  to  the  Chefapeak ;  and  be- 
fides,  the  fquadmn  under  admiral  Graves  had  been  fo 
much  deranged  by  a  tetftpcft,  that  fome  titnt  \fa8  neceC- 
fary  to  refit. 

On  the  T^ry  dky  of  fir  Samuel  Hood^B  arrival,  the  . 
commanders  at  New- York  received  intelligciice,  that  M; 
dc  Barras,  who  fiicceeded  M.  de  Ternay  in  the  com- 
mand at  Rhode-Ifland,  had  failed  three  days, before  to 
the  fouthward,  in  ordefr  to  join  M.  de  GrafTe.  On  the 
a8th,  the  latter  arrived  at  the  Chefapeak  from  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  within  an  hour  after  the  combined  armies 
had  reached  the  head  of  the  Elk,  their  commanders,  re- 
ceived the  welcome  news  of  his  atriyai  and  fituation  in 
the  bay.  M.  de  Barras,  however,  did  notiarrfve  in  the 
Chefapeak  till  near  a  fortnight  after ;  having  been  obliged 
to  take  a  circuit  by  the  Bermuda  ifl^nds,  in  order  4o 
javoid  falHng  in  with  the  Britifh  fleet,  who  he  knew 
would  endeavour,  if  poflible,  to  intercept  him.  In  the 
prcfcnt  cafe,  this  was  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  this  com- 
mander had  under  his  care  ten  tranfports -employed  in 
carrying  from  Rhode-Ifland  the  heavy  ordnance,  and 
other  materials,  without  which  the  fiege  of  York-Town  ' 
could  not  be  carried  on. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  paflTage  of  the  Delaware  had  Expedition 
left  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  real  deftination  of  the  com-  mto  Con- 
bined  armies,  thfe   commander 'in  cMef  determined  to  ^^*^^^^f» 
make  a  diverfion  in  Conneftfcut,  in  order,  if  poflible,  ^q|j7 '^" 
to  recal  part  of  the  enemy'«  force  to  the  defence  of  that 
country.     The  condu£k  of  thi*s  expedition  was  commit- 
ted to  general  Arnold,  and  its  objeft  was  the  thriving 
town  of  New-London,    on   the    river  Thames. — ^The 
troops  embarked  at  Long-Hand  on  the  6th  of  September, 
^nd  w6re  bndcd  in  two  detachments  on  each  fide  of  the  s?pt.  6, 
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CHAP,  harbour  in  the  moTnlng)  that  on  the  one  fide  being 
XX.  commanded  by  the  general,  and  on  the  other  by  colonel 
^  "v  'f  Eyre. — Arnold  met  with  little  difficulty  on  his  part ;  the 
i7Sf.  town  being  entirely  defencekfs,  and  a  fort  called  Trum- 
New- 1  on-  ^"^'>  ^^^^  ^  redoubt  intended  to  cover  the  harbour  and 
don»  with  town,  being  taken  with  little  trouble. — On  the  other 
lorts,  fide,  however,  affairs  became  more  ferious.     The  gar- 

and"Grif-    ^^^*^"  ^"  ^°^'  Grifwold  made  a  moft  defperate  defence, 
wold.  and  fought,  hand  to  hand,  with  long  fpears.     With  one 

of  thefe,  major  Montgomery,  who  had  taken  the  com- 
mand, on  colonel  Eyre  being  wounded,  was  killed  as  he 
entered  the  works.  Atlaft,  however,  the  garrifonwere 
compelled  to  yield  to  fuperior  numbers,  after  having  lofi: 
their  brave  commander,  colonel  Ladyard,  with  85  of  his 
men,  bcfides  60  who  were  difabled,  and  the  greater 
part  mortally  wounded.  About  70  others  were  made 
prifoners.  On  the  part  of  the  Britifh,  46  private  men, 
and  two  commiflioned  officers,  were  killed  on  the  fpot, 
bcfides  eight  miffing,  who  probably  like  wife  ftiarcd  the 
fame  fate ;  eight  commiffioned  officers,  fome  of  whom 
died,  and  135  non- commiffioned  privates  were  wound- 
ed. Sixteen  of  the  American  fliips  efcaped  up  the  river, 
and  12  others  were  burnt.  An  immenfe  deftruftion 
fucceeded.  The  quantities  of  naval  ftores,  European 
j^oods,  as  well  as  of  Eaft  and  Weft-India  commodities, 
are  faid  to  have  been  almoft  incredible.  The  town,  with 
every  thing  in  it,  was  deftroyed  by  fire  5  nothing  being 
carried  ofF,  excepting  fuch  fmall  articles  of  fpoil  as .  af- 
forded little  or  no  trouble  in  the  conveyance. 
chci'apepk  The  firft  ftcp  taken  by  Count  de  Graffe,  after  hisar- 
hiockcd  up  yival  at  Chefapeak  bay,  was  to  block  up  York,  and  take 
!'^  Vr  1  ^  pofleffion  of  James's  rivers ;  the  latter  of  which  he  filled 
cn2a;;cs  ad-  With  lus  armed  veflels  and  cruizers,  to  a  connderable  du- 
mirai  tancc,  as  well  to  prevent  lord  Cornwallis  from  retreat- 

Graves.  j^^^  ^^  ^^^  Carolinas,  as  to  cover  the  boats  of  the  jBeqt 
which  were  to  convey  the  Marquis  de  St.  Simon,  with 
3300  land  forces  from  the  Weft-Indies,  eighteen  league.s 
up  the  river,  to  form  a  junflion  with  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette.  Admiral  Graves,  on  the  firft  news  of  M.  de 
Barras  having  departed  from  Rhode-Ifland,  fet  out  in 
qucft  of  him  5  but  failed  in  his  attempt, , by  reafon  of 
the  delay  in  refitting  his  fleet,  which  had  given  his  anta- 
gonift  the  advantage  of  fix  days  failing  before  he  could 
Sept.  5-  let  out.  On  his  arrival  at  Chefapeak,  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, he  was  furprifed  by  the  appcarafice  of  the  whol^ 
French  fleet,  to  the  number  of  24  fail  of  the  lins,  lying 
within  the  mouth  of  the  bay.     The  enemy,  who  wcye 


GEORGE    IIL     .  .  505 

evidently  throw^  into  fome  diforder  by  their  unexpcfled  CHAP 
appearance,  immediately  flipped  their  cables,  and  turn-  XX. 
ing  out  from  the  anchoring  ground,  the  Frsnch  admiral  L/V>J 
threw  out  a  fignal  for  the  fhips  feverally  to  form  the  i/^i* 
line  of  battle  as  they  could  come  up,  without  any  regard 
to  their  particular  ftations.  Though  the  Britifh  fleet 
amounted  only  to  19  fail  of  the  line,  the  French  com- 
mander did  not  think  proper  to  venture  a  clofc  engage- 
ment 5  as  on  the  other  hand,  admiral  Hood,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  inferiority,  would  by  no  means  haVe  decli- 
ned the  combat.  By  reafbn  of  the  various  manoeuvres 
on  both  fides,  therefore,  the  battle  did  not  begin  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and  even  then,  only  the  van  of  the 
Britifli  fleet  found  means  to  engage  the  enemy,  the 
centre  not  being  able  to  come  up  till  long  after,  and  fe- 
▼en  fail  of  the  line'  never  coming  within  cannon-fhot  of 
the  enemy.  The  confequence  of  all  this  was,  that  the 
BritiQi  van,  having  to  do  with  a  great  part  of  the  French 
fleet,  fuff^ered  feverely ;  and  though  little  was  lofl,  the 
flain  amounting  only  to  90,  and  the  wounded  to  230, 
the  {hips  were  found  incapable  of  renewing  the  engage- 
ment next  day.  •  The  two  fleets  continued  five  days  in 
fight  of  each  other  5  but  at  laft  the  damage  of  the  Britifli 
fleet  was  fo  much  increafed  by  a  ftorm,  that  after  burning 
the  Terrible  man  of  war,  as  being  unfit  for  fervice,  it 
was  found  necefliary,  in  order  to  refit,  to  return  to  New- 
York,  where  they  arrived  on  the  20th  of  September, 
leaving  the  army  in  Virginia  to  its  fate. 

In  the  mean  time,  general.  Wafliington,  then  at  the  Combined 
hiead  of  the  Elk  with  the  combined  French  and  American  a^my  pro- 
army,  lofl:  no  time  in  preparing  to  co-operate  with  his*  wiitiamf- 
allies  who  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  by  fea.  It  had  been  his  burg, 
•firfl:  intention  to  proceed  by  ,fea  from  the  head  of  the  Elk. 
to  the  place  of  his  deftination  •,  but  the  immenfe  dcflruc- 
tion  of  the  Virginia  fliipping  by  the  Britifli  troops  had 
not  left  a  number  of  tranfports  fuflicicnt  for  the  convey- 
ance of  the  whole  forces  ;  on  which  account  it;  Was  neceC- 
fary  for  the  greatefl:  part  to  travel  by  land.  The  French 
light  troops  were  complimented  with  this  eafy  mode  of. 
conveyance,  while  general  Wafliington,  with  the  bulk  of 
both  armies,  purfued  their  march  by  land  to  Baltimore  .^nd 
Annapolis  in  Maryland. .  But  the  French  being  now  en- 
tirely mailers  of  the  bay,  the  tranfports  brought  by  de 
Barras  were  eniployed  to  cohvcy  the  troops  from  Anna- 
polis; which  was  accompliftied  with  fuch  good  fortune, 
that  they  arrived  at  Williamfl)urg  before  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember.  , 
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CHAP.      Daring  the  three  laft  days  of  the  iDoitth^  (he  combiQe4 

XX.      armies  ctofely  itivcfted  lord  Cornwaliis  in  York-Town. 

^'  ■v**'*^  Their  whole  numbers  amounted  to  aboiu  8000  French, 

'7*/»      as  many  ContinentaJs,  and  5000  militia*  Tliey  bad  anu- 

Cornwa'.iis  merdus  and  powerful  train  of  artiUery>  excellently  fuppli- 

YorlfTown^^  with  ammunition.  Ic   confiiled  of  15    twenty-fousr 

and  Glou.   pounders,  18  eighteen  pounders,  8  iixteen  poundera,  11 

ccftcr  Point  twelve  pounders,  26  mortars,  and  32  howlzers  of  difierent 

cpt.  $0.    g^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  other  hand,  the  fortifications  of  York-Town 

confifted  only  of  earthen  works  as  yet  by  no  meaiss  con>* 

plete^andat  any  rate  incapable*  of  refilling  the  imprefSon 

of  fuch  a  powerful  artillery. 

The  Britifli  general  found  it  nccei&ry  to  contra^ 
'  his  pofts  and  defences,  which  haying  been  extended  for 
the  purpofe  of  commanding  the  peniu&U,  were  now  too 
remote  to  be  maintained,  amd  were  of  courfe  £eized  by  the 
enemy  as  fail  as  they  were  abandoned.  The  poft  <^Glou<^ 
ceftcr  Point,  on  the  oppofiteiide  -of  iihe* river,  which  wmi 
occupied  by  colonel  Tarkton,  with  the  cavalry  aiad  fonae 
infantry,  amounting  to  about  ^ce  men,  was  at  the  fame 
time  clofely  invefted  by  the  Due  de  Laitzun  with  his  k« 
gion,  and  a  body  of  Virgitiia  militia  under  general  Widen. 
On  the  other  fide,  the  French  extended  from  the  riier 
above  the  town  to  a  morafs  in  tthe  centie,  .where  they  were 
met  by  the  Americans,  who  occupied  fthe;oppo£te  &it 
from  the  river  to  that»fpot. 

On  the  Gloucefter  fide,  a  warm  flcirmiih  took  plate) 

which  ended  in  driving  in  ihe  outpoftsrof  the  Britifli  armyt 

'  without  any  other  attempt  being  ajFterirardsoiade ;.  bht^ 

oaobcr;.  on  the  night  between  the*  6th  and  7^1.  of  OAober,  Ihe 

•batteries  were  opened  againft  York-Town.  The  attacks 

were  carried  on  with  fuch  vigour^  and  accompanied  with 

fUch  dreadful  difcharges  of  the  numerous  artillery,   a^ 

^.  « «    .       the  works  were  by  no  means  able  to  refift,  being  in  fuch  an 

' '  '  imperfedi  ftate,  that  the  befieged  were  not  lefs  employed 

in  their  conftru£bion  than  in  defending  thofe  which  were 

completed,  and  which  vrere  ruined  almoft  as  foonas  fi« 

*    nifhed.  In  a  few  days,  therefore,  moft  of  their  gims  were 

filcnced,  the  defences  in  moft  places  utterly  demoliihed, 

'  while  the  enemy's  ftiells  not  only  pervaded  every  part  erf 

the  fortifications,  but  reached  the  hari>our,  where  the 

CJharon  of  44  guns,  with  fomc  tranfpons,  were  burnt. 

Sir  Henry     '  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  fate  of  Cornwaliis  was^no 

cimton  fc-tenger  dubious,  unlefs  fuccours  were  very  fpeedi^y  fisnt, 

[rj^"^^^*^'  every  endeavour  for  thi6  purpofe  was  maidc  at  New- York. 

watlis.         By  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Digby,  with  three  ihips.of4he 

i    line  from  Enghnd,  with  the  Prttdenttiaan  of  war,  and 
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federal  frigates  from  the  Weft-Indies,  the  fleet  nowCHAJE*. 
amounted  to  25   fail  of  the  line,  two  50  gun  (hips,  and     XX. 
eight  frigates,  having  on  board  fir  Henry  Clinton,  wiih^-^-v^r^ 
^006  of  his  beft  troops,  all  determined  to  fubmit  to  the     'T^i* 
moft  delj)erate  decifions  of  war,  rather  than  fufftr  the 
brave  general  and  his  army  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

The  allies,  fenfible  that  every  effort  would  be  ufed  fof 
the  relief  of  the  befieged,  and  unwilling  to  riik  a  matter  of 
fuch  importance  On  the  event  of  a  naval  engagement,  even 
with  all  the  fuperiority  which  the  French  fleet  at  prefent 
poflefltd,  made  fuch  exertions,  that  nothing  could  ft  and 
before  them.  On  the  night  of  the  i  ith  of  Odoli^r  they  o<Stoberiw 
began  their  fecond  parallel  within  300  yards  of  the  place, 
being  juft  half  the  diftance  of  the  former,  and  cirri ed  it  on 
with  unremitting  induftry.  Nothing  lefs  than  the  expefta- 
tion  of  fpeedy  relref  could  have  induced  lord  Cornwallis 
to  attempt  the  defence  of  a  place  which  he  deemed  fo  in- 
capable of  refifting  the  force  opipofcd  to  it  as  that  which 
lie  now  occupied  j  othcrwife  he  would  rather  have  at- 
tempted a  retreat,  however  difficult  and  dangerous  ;  or,  as 
he  him/elf  faid,  have  tried  his  fortune  in  the  field,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  dif parity  of  numbers,  leaving  the 
reft  to  the  decifion  of  fortune-  His  hope  was  farther 
confirmed  by  a  letter  from  fir  Henry  Clinton,  ^^ted 
September  24ch,  by  which  he  was  informed,  that  the  in- 
4  tended  rel'ef  would  fail  from  New-^York  a^ut  the 
cth  of  GSober.  His  lordfliip,  therefore,  could  not  think 
nimfelf  authorifed  to  abandon  his  poft,  in  order  to  run  fuch 
diefperate  riiks  as  muft  have  in  that  event  enfued.  So 
many  dijEcukies,  however,  occurred,  that  the  fate  of 
Cornwallis  and  of  America  was  decided. 

The  enemy  had  been  greatly  iilcommoded  by  two  re'^TvroBn^ 
doubts  which  were  advanced  about  300  yards  on  ti^  left,  U^iJ^'t^^ 
and  which  ftill  continued  to  retard  their  prdgrefs;  fdtkca 
which  reafon,  it  was  <!kter mined  to  attack  both  at  the  fame 
hour,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark. 
To  accomplifh  their  reduAion  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  to 
excite  an  emulation,  as  well  as  to  prevent  any  jealooHes 
from  arifing  between  the  two  nations,  the  attack  of.  the 
one  was  committed  to  the  condud:  of  colonel  Hamilton, 
Waftiington's  aid-de-camp,  with  a  detachment  of  Ameri- 
cans; of  the  other,  to  adecachmcrit  of  French.  The  former 
.  marched  to  the  ai&ult  with  unloaded  arms,  and  pafling      .. 
the  abbatls  and  pallfades  without  waiting  to  remove  themj^ 
attacked  the  redoubt  on  all  fides,  and' carried  it  in  an  in- 
^^nt,  with  very  UtUc  lof^ ;  the  eommanding  officer  bein's 
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CHAP,  tikcn  prifoner  hy  yo\.'ng  Laurens,  fon  to  the  formef  pre- 
XX.      Iki^nt  of  the  congrcfs.  The  French  were  equally  fucce&- 

.^^-^"v-^->ful,  but  with  a  grcMter  expenfc  of  men,  having  loft,  ac- 
17^1-     ccrdirg  to  their  own  account,  leo  in  killed  and  woun- 
ded. 

T1.C  taking  of  thefc  two  redoubts  reduced  the  Britlfli 
army  to  the  mofc  deplorable  fituation.  Their  condition 
at  this  time  can  be  bell  explained  by  a  letter  frdm  Corn- 
wallis  Mmfelf  to  fir  Henry  Clinfoti,  written  the  day  after 
this  rai>tortune: — "  Laft  evening,**  fays  he,  "  the  ene- 
my carried  my  two  adv-inced  redoubts  on  the  left  by 
ftorm  ;  and  during  the  nifht,  have  included  them  in  their 
fecond  parallel,  which  they  are  at  prefent  bufy  in  per- 
fefting.  My  fituation  now  bcconVes  very  critical.  We 
dare  not  (hew  a  gun  to  their  old  batteries,  and  I  expedl 
their  new  ones  will  be  open  to-motrow  morning.  Expe- 
rience has  (hewn,  that  our  freih  earthern  works  "do  not 
refift  their  powerful  artillery  ;  fo  that  we  fliall  'ifobn 
be  expofed  to  an  affault  in  ruined  work^^  in  a  bad  pofi- 
tion,  and  >^ith  weakened  numbers."  The  fafety  of  the 
place  is  therefore  fo  precarious,  that  I  cannot  recommend 
that  the  fleet  and  army  fliould  run  great  ri(k  in  endea- 
vouring to  fave  UP." 

Their  brave  commander,  however,  ieft  nothing  untri- 
ed in  order  to  procraiiinate  the  fate  which  he  could  not 
avert.  Being  fenfible  that  his  works  could  not  Hand  many 
hours  after  the  opening  of  the  batteries  of  the  fecond  pa- 
rallel, he  took  every  poflTible  method  to  interrupt  that 

Succef*M'«il    work.  New  embrafures  were  made  for  the  guns  j  a  con- 

f'JW  of  the  ftant  fire  kept  up  with  the  howitzers  and  fmall  mortars  ; 

oci^^i6  ^^^  ^  vigorous  fally  was  made  on  the  niorning  of  the  i6rh. 
On  thisoccafion,  the  party,  confiding  of  350  men,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Abercrombie,  were  ordered  to  attack 
two  batteries  which  appeared  to  be  in  the  greateft  for- 
warifcefs,  and  to  fpike  up  their  guns.  I'he  attack  was 
made  with  irrefiriiblc  impetuoCty  :  the  two  redoubts 
which  covered  tlxe  batteries  v\ere*  inftantly  forced,  and 
the  guns  fpiked  up,  the  French  troops  who  had  the  guard 
of  that  part  of  the  entrenchment  being  defeated  withcon- 
fiderablc  iluughtcr.  No  cfiential  advantages,  however, 
was  obtained  by  this  fervicc.  The  cannon,  having  been 
haftily  fpiked,  were  foon  rendered  fervic<*able ;  and  the 
induftry  of  the  enemy  was  fo  great,  that,  before  night, 
the  whole  parallel  and  batteries  feemed  nearly  completed  j 
at  the  fame  time,  the  works  of  the  beCeged  were  fo  com- 
pletely ruined,  that  there  was  no  part  of  the  whole  where 
they  durfl;  (hew  aTmgle  gun  •,  and  their  {hells,  on  which 
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.  they  depended  as  their  laft  rcfource,  were  nearly  cxpcn-  C  H  AP. 
ded.  In  thefe  unfortunate  circumftances,  lord  Cornwallis     XX. 
had  no  other  choice  left  but  to  prepare  for  a  furrender  on  {^/^Y\J 
the  following  day,  or  to  endeavour  to  efcape  with  the  re-      i78i. 
maining  part  of  the  troops  by  conveying  them  over  to 
Gloucefter  point. 

In  this  laft  precarious  and  almoft  defperate  enterprife, 
he  was  difappointed  by  the  weather.  Having  prepared,  on 
fome  other  pretences,  boats  for  conveying  the  troops  to 
the  other  fide  of  the  river,  he  made  his  arrangements 
with  the  utmoft  fecrecy.  It  was  his  intention  to  abandon  unfucccft- 
the  baggage,  and  leave  a  detachment  behind  to  make  a  ca-  fui  attempt 
pitulation  for  the  town's  »people  5  for  which  purpofe,  a  to  carry  the 
letter  was  to  be  left  for  Wafliington  :  but  after  the  firft  ^^^^^\^^ 
embarkation  had  got  over,  and  the  troops  were  already  river, 
landed,  the  weather  which  hitherto  had  continued  mode- 
rate and  calm,  inftantly  changed   to  a  violent  ftorm  of 
wind  and  rain.    The  boats,  with  the  remaining  troops, 
were  all  driven  down  the  river,  and  the  defign  of  paffing 
them  over  not  only  fruftrated,  but  the  abfence  of  the 
boats  rendered  it  impoilible  to  bring  back  the  troops  from 
Gloucefter.  Thus  weakened  and  divided,  the  army,  by 
this  untoward  accident,  was  involved  in  a  ftate  of  the 
moft  imminent  danger.  To  increafe  the  danger  and  diftref- 
fesof  their  prcfent  fituation,  the  enemies  batteries  were 
opened  with  great  vigour  at  day-break ;  and  the  paflage 
to  Gloucefter  was  much  expofed  ro  their  fire. 

The  fatal  crifis,  therefore,  could  now, no  longer  be  de- 
layed. The  works  were,  every-where,  finking  under  the 
prodigious  difcharge  of  artillery,  which  had  been  kept 
iap  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  exceed  any  thing  remembered 
«ven  by  veterans  in  the  fervice.     The  engiiieers  were  of  ; 

opinion,  and  lord  Cornwallis  himfelf  could  not  help 
concurring  in  the  fame,  that  they  were  already  aflailablc 
in  feveral  places ;  fo  that,  by  the  continuance  of  the 
dreadful  fire,  which  now  took  place  from  the  new  bat- 
teries, only  for  a  few  hours  longer,  they  muft  be  redu- 
ced to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  it  would  be  a  defperate  at-  , 
tempt  to  defend  them,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  French 
fhipS  feemed  to  be  preparing  for  an  attack  by  water 
alfo. 

In  fuch  deplorable  circumftances,  his  lordfliip  could  Corawa'l.'s 
not  but  confider  it  as  extreme  cruelty  to  expofe  the  re-  ^^^\g*^^  '^ 
mains  of  that  gallant  army,  who  had  encountered  fo  *^*^*  "  *  ^' 
many  dangers,  to  an  affault,  which  muft  certainly  prove 
fttccefsful.     He,  therefore,   wrote  a  letter   to   general 
Wtfliington,  propofing  a  ccffatioa  of  hoftilities  for  twen-i^     *  '  '^' 
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CH  AP«  ty*four  hourA,  and  that  commiffioneis  might  l)e  iBut«<^ 
XX.      ally  appointed  to  fettle  the  terms  of  capitulation.    In  tlio 

{^y^Y\J  prcfcnt  fituation  of  affairs,  few  terms  could-be  inTiAed 
'7^x*  upon  by  the  bcfiegcd  ;  however,  they  wore  as  favouran 
ble  as  could  have  been  exptded.  Thje  troo{!t^> .  with  the^ 
fame  honours  which  had  been  granted  tothe  garfifbn  at 
Charleftown,  became  prifoners  of  war*  Tlicir- numker, 
e;xc]ufive  of  1500  feameni  amottiued  to  betw^ecn  500^ 
and  6coo;  but  they  had  been  fo  much  reduced  by  ficknefi^ 
and  the  cafualities  of  war,  that  only  3S00  wei^  iio#  fit 
for  fervicc.  The  Guadaloupe  frigate  of  24  gans,  wkhk 
9.  coniidcrable  number  of  tranfpoits,  an^  aiinc  train  c^ 
artillery,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  ^onquefois.  The. 
land  forces  became  prifoners  to  Amerioa  s  but  the  &a^ 
men,  with  the  {hips  and  furniture^  wer<  affigned  to  M.- 
de  Grafle,  as  a  compliment  to  and  return  for  the  French 
naval  power  and  affiitance. 

The  Britifh  general  ftrove  in  vain  to  obtain  better, 
terms,  particularly,  that  the  Britiih  and  Germ.an  tTo^ps 
might  be  returned  to  their  refpe^ive  countries^  as  pri- 
foners on  paroici  pn  condition  c^  iiot  ferving  againft 
France  and  America  during  the  war,  'Or  until  they  werc- 
4^xchanged.  Some  favourable  conditions  which  he  wiih- 
ed  to  obtaui  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitantfof  York-Totim^ 
and  other  Americans  who  were  under  liie  prpte£Hon  of 
the  Britifli  army,  were  Ukcwife  refufed,  on  the  footing, 
of  their  being  civil  matters,  and  without  the  JQrifdic<^ 
tion  of  the  commander  in  chief*    To  fct  4t  liberi^y  thefe 
Ameiicans,  however,  who  would  have  been  fl^pofed  to 
the  mod  imminent  danger,  Cornw^illia  made,  it  a  point .. 
that  the  Bonetta  ilo^p,  ^whieh  was  to  cpnvey  his  dif-. 
patches  to  New- York,  {hould  pafs  without  fearicb  (HP  oxi^;. 
mination  •,    he   being  only  anfwejable,  that  the  num- 
ber of  peifons  fhc  conveyed  ihould  be  accounted  for  as 
prifoners  of  war  "upon  ah  exchange, "  It  was  alfo  pror 
vided,  that  no  article  of  this  capitulStioh  (hould  be  vio- 
lated under  pretence  of  reprifals,  or  on  any  account 
whatever.    The  general  himfelf,  with  all  cif il  and  mili- 
tary officers,  excepting  only  thofe  who  were  neceffarily 
retained  far  the  protection  and  government  of  the  fol- 
dicrs,  were  at  liberty  to  go  upon  parole,  either  to  Eng- 
land,   or  New- York;  and  the  troops,  divided  as  much 
as  poiTible  into  regiments,  were  to  remain  within  the 
government  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  or  Pennfylvasia. 

fta*  19.  This  capitulation,  concluded  on  the  19th  ofOftobcr, 
was  confidered  by  all  parties,  whether  in  America  or 
Britain,  as  decifivc  of  »tic  independence  of  th?  colonies^ 


G  E  O  R  O  E    m.  511 

»itd  rhsmksVere  offered  up  in  the  churches,  as  if  that  CHAP. 
ev«nt  had  already  happened^  and  the  independence  of     XX* 
America  been  ratified  by  the  Court  of  Britain.    Thc^--  ^-""^ 
preachers  pointed  out  the  extraordinary  combination  of    *7Sx« 
circamftances  which  had  led  to  this  great  event,  as  evi- 
dently demonftrating  the  fpecial  interpofition  of  Provi- 
dence in  their  favour.     Wafliington  manifefted  his  ex- 
ultation bya  general  releafe  of  all  who  lay  under  arreft, 
from  whatever  caufe,  that  there  might  not,  as  he  ex- 
prefied  himfelf,  be  a  fingle  American  who  fliould  not 

{lartake  of  the  univerfal  joy.  Two  days  after  the  capitu- 
ation,  divine  fervice  was  performed  in  all  the  brigades 
of  the  American  army,  in  order  to  return  thanks  to  the 
Almighty  for  this  dccifive  event ;  and  the  general  recom- 
mended to  all  the  troops  that  were  not  upon  duty,  that 
tfiey  would  affift  at  divine  fervice  *'  with  a  ferious  de- 
portment, and  with  that  fenfibilicy  of  heart,  which  the 
recolkftion  of  the  furprifing  and  particular  interpofition 
<rf  Providence  m  their  favour  claimed.** 

No  bounds  were  fet  to  the  congratulations  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief.  ThcCongrefs  refolved  that  their  thanks 
fliould  be  prefented  to  his  excellency  general  Wafliing- 
ton, for  the  eminent  fervices  which  he  had  rendered  t^ 
the  United  States,  and  particularly  for  the  well-concert- 
ed plan  againft  the  Britifli  garrifons  i|i  York  and  Glou- 
ccfter  ;  for  the  vigour,  attention,  and  military  flcill  with 
which  the  plan  was  executed,  and  for  the  wifdom  and 
prudence  manifefted  in  the  capitulation.~Addrcffes  of 
congratulation  were  alfo  prefented  to  him  by  all  the  dif- 
ferent public  bodies  in  America. — ^To  the  French  com- 
inanders  by  fea  and  land,  the  thanks  of  Congrefs  w^re 
ifkew^fe  voted. 
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